§ 1202. Legislative findings and intent. The | egislature hereby finds,
det erm nes and decl ares that:

1. Rural education is a critical factor and dom nant force in
stinmulating and nai ntai ni ng soci oecononi ¢ devel opnent, econonic
viability, social activity and cultural enrichnent in rural regions of

New York state. Rural schools fill an integral role as centers of the
comunity and as a bridge for youth to connect with the broader society
in fulfilling their dreans and anbiti ons;

2. Rural areas account for nore than half of the school systens,
boards of cooperative education services and colleges in the state;

3. Rural areas have uni que conditions and circunstances which require
speci al consideration in the devel opnent and assessnent of state policy,
including: (a) that rural areas contain nany of the |owwealth,
| ow- spendi ng school districts in the state; (b) that average inconmes of
rural residents are |ower than statew de norns; and (c) that per pupi
expenditures in rural schools are nore than fifteen percent bel ow the
st at ewi de aver age;

4. Weaknesses exist in rural education inasnuch as rural schools have
difficulty attracting and retaining highly trained teachers and
adm ni strators, teachers are spread thinly over several subject areas;

5. Alimted know edge base on snmall rural educational organizations
and | ack of a systematic research agenda for rural schools limt the
potential for devel opnment of cohesive state policy for educati onal
services in rural New York;

6. The establishnent of a programon rural education would enhance the
capacity of policy makers within state governnent: (a) to better
understand the inefficiencies and needs of the state's rural education
systens; (b) to assess the inpact of existing and proposed governnent
mandates on rural areas; (c) to pronote innovation, flexibility and
i nvestnment to ensure that rural residents have equitable access to and
receive quality educational services and opportunities; and (d) to



pronmote the |ong-termgoal of inproving the econom c and soci al
wel | -being of rural conmunities as a direct result of inproving rural
school performance.



