8§ 77-k. Costs, fees and expenses. 1. The court shall award the
prevailing party, including a state, necessary and reasonabl e expenses
i ncurred by or on behalf of the party, including costs, comrunication
expenses, attorney's fees, investigative fees, expenses for wtnesses,
travel expenses, and child care during the course of the proceedings,
unl ess the party fromwhom fees or expenses are sought establishes that
the award woul d be i nappropriate. No fees, costs or expenses shall be
assessed against a party who is fleeing an incident of domestic violence
or mstreatnment or abuse of a child or sibling, unless the court is
convinced by a preponderance of evidence that such assessnment woul d be
clearly appropriate.

2. The court may not assess fees, costs, or expenses against a state
unl ess aut horized by |law other than this article.



