8§ 253. Renoval of barriers to remarriage. 1. This section applies only
to a marriage solemized in this state or in any other jurisdiction by a
person specified in subdivision one of section eleven of this chapter.

2. Any party to a nmarriage defined in subdivision one of this section
who conmences a proceeding to annul the marriage or for a divorce nust
allege, in his or her verified conplaint: (i) that, to the best of his
or her know edge, that he or she has taken or that he or she will take,
prior to the entry of final judgnment, all steps solely within his or her
power to renove any barrier to the defendant's remarriage foll ow ng the
annul rent or divorce; or (ii) that the defendant has waived in witing
the requirenments of this subdivision.

3. No final judgnent of annul ment or divorce shall thereafter be
entered unless the plaintiff shall have filed and served a sworn
statenent: (i) that, to the best of his or her know edge, he or she has,
prior to the entry of such final judgnent, taken all steps solely within
his or her power to renove all barriers to the defendant's remarri age
foll owi ng the annul nent or divorce; or (ii) that the defendant has
waived in witing the requirenments of this subdivision.

4. In any action for divorce based on subdivisions five and six of
section one hundred seventy of this chapter in which the defendant
enters a general appearance and does not contest the requested relief,
no final judgnent of annul ment or divorce shall be entered unless both
parties shall have filed and served sworn statenents: (i) that he or she
has, to the best of his or her know edge, taken all steps solely within
his or her power to renove all barriers to the other party's remarri age
foll owi ng the annul nent or divorce; or (ii) that the other party has
waived in witing the requirenments of this subdivision.

5. The witing attesting to any wai ver of the requirenments of
subdi vision two, three or four of this section shall be filed with the
court prior to the entry of a final judgment of annul ment or divorce.

6. As used in the sworn statenents prescribed by this section "barrier
to remarriage" includes, without limtation, any religious or



conscientious restraint or inhibition, of which the party required to
make the verified statenent is aware, that is inposed on a party to a
marriage, under the principles held by the clergyman or m nister who has
sol emi zed the marri age, by reason of the other party's conm ssion or

wi t hhol di ng of any voluntary act. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to require any party to consult with any clergyman or mnister
to determ ne whether there exists any such religious or conscientious
restraint or inhibition. It shall not be deened a "barrier to
remarriage” within the nmeaning of this section if the restraint or

i nhibition cannot be renoved by the party's voluntary act. Nor shall it
be deened a "barrier to remarriage" if the party nust incur expenses in
connection with renoval of the restraint or inhibition and the other
party refuses to provi de reasonabl e rei mbursenent for such expenses.

"All steps solely within his or her power" shall not be construed to

i nclude application to a marriage tribunal or other simlar organization
or agency of a religious denom nation which has authority to annul or

di ssolve a marriage under the rules of such denom nati on.

7. No final judgnent of annul nent or divorce shall be entered,
notw thstanding the filing of the plaintiff's sworn statenent prescribed
by this section, if the clergyman or mnister who has sol emized the
marriage certifies, in a sworn statenent, that he or she has sol emi zed
the marriage and that, to his or her know edge, the plaintiff has failed
to take all steps solely within his or her power to renove all barriers
to the defendant's renmarriage followi ng the annul ment or divorce,
provi ded that the said clergynan or mnister is alive and avail able and
conpetent to testify at the tinme when final judgnment woul d be entered.

8. Any person who knowi ngly submts a false sworn statenent under this
section shall be guilty of naking an apparently sworn fal se statenent in
the first degree and shall be punished in accordance with section 210. 40
of the penal |aw.

9. Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize any court
toinquire into or determ ne any eccl esiastical or religious issue. The
truth of any statenent submitted pursuant to this section shall not be
the subject of any judicial inquiry, except as provided in subdivision



ei ght of this section.



