8§ 244-b. Child support proceedings and enforcenent of arrears;
suspensi on of driving privileges.

(a) I'n any proceeding for the enforcenent of a direction or agreenent,
i ncorporated in a judgnent or order, to pay any sum of noney as child
support or conbined child and spousal support, if the court is satisfied
by conpetent proof that the respondent has accunul ated support arrears
equi valent to or greater than the anmount of support due pursuant to such
judgnment or order for a period of four nonths, the court may order the
department of notor vehicles to suspend the respondent's driving
privileges, and if such order issues, the respondent nay apply to the
departnment of notor vehicles for a restricted use |license pursuant to
section five hundred thirty of the vehicle and traffic |law. The court
may at any tine upon paynent of arrears or partial paynment of arrears by
t he respondent order the departnment of notor vehicles to term nate the
suspensi on of respondent's driving privileges. For purposes of
determ ni ng whet her a support obligor has accunul ated support arrears
equi valent to or greater than the anmount of support due for a period of
four nonths, the anmount of any retroactive support, other than periodic
paynments of retroactive support which are past due, shall not be
i ncluded in the cal culation of support arrears pursuant to this section.

(b) If the respondent, after receiving appropriate notice, fails to
conply with a summons, subpoena or warrant relating to a paternity or
child support proceeding, the court nay order the departnent of notor
vehi cl es to suspend the respondent’'s driving privileges. The court may
subsequent|ly order the departnment of notor vehicles to termnate the
suspensi on of the respondent's driving privileges; however, the court
shall order the term nation of such suspension when the court is
satisfied that the respondent has fully conplied with all summonses,
subpoenas and warrants relating to a paternity or child support
proceedi ng.

(c) The provisions of subdivision (a) of this section shall not apply
to:

(i) respondents who are receiving public assistance or suppl enmental
security income; or

(ii) respondents whose incone as defined by subparagraph five of
par agraph (b) of subdivision one-b of section two hundred forty of this
chapter falls below the self-support reserve as defined by subparagraph



si x of paragraph (b) of subdivision one-b of section two hundred forty
of this chapter; or

(iii) respondents whose inconme as defined by subparagraph five of
par agraph (b) of subdivision one-b of section two hundred forty of this
chapter renmining after the paynment of the current support obligation
woul d fall below the self-support reserve as defined by subparagraph six
of paragraph (b) of subdivision one-b of section two hundred forty of
this chapter

(d) The court's discretionary decision not to suspend driving
privileges shall not have any res judicata effect or preclude any other
agency with statutory authority to direct the departnent of notor
vehi cl es to suspend driving privileges.



