8§ 116. Orders of investigation and order of adoption. 1. Wen the
adoptive child is I ess than eighteen years of age, no order of adoption
shal |l be made until three nonths after the court shall have received the
petition to adopt, except where the spouse of the adoptive parent is the
birth parent of the child and the child has resided with the birth
parent and adoptive parent for nore than three nonths, such waiting
period shall not be required. The judge or surrogate may shorten such
wai ting period for good cause shown, and, in such case the order of
adoption shall recite the reason for such action. The three nonths
resi dence period specified in section one hundred twelve of title two of
this article and the three nonths waiting period provided in this
subdi vi sion nmay run concurrently in whole or in part.

2. Stage one of private-placenent adoption. At the tine of receiving
the petition, agreenent and consents, the judge or surrogate, upon
finding that the applicable provisions of this title have been conplied
with and that it appears that the adoption nmay be in the best interests
of the child, shall issue an order of investigation hereunder. The order
of investigation shall require that the report of such investigation be
made in accordance with subdivision three of this section, and may
require or authorize further investigations fromtine to tine until the
granting of the order of adoption. Such order shall direct that such
i nvestigation shall not unnecessarily duplicate any previous
i nvestigati ons which have been nade of the petitioner or petitioners
pursuant to section one hundred fifteen-d of this title. Should such
i nvestigation give apparent cause, the judge or surrogate shall require
the petitioner or petitioners to show cause why the child should not be
renoved fromthe home, upon due notice to all persons whose consent is
required for the adoption, and in any case where the consent of the
birth nother woul d not otherw se be required, the judge or surrogate may
in his discretion require that she be given due notice. On the return
date the judge or surrogate shall take proof of the facts shown by any
such investigation. If the court is satisfied that the welfare of the
child requires that it be renoved fromthe hone, the judge or surrogate
shall by order renove the child fromthe hone of the petitioner or
petitioners and return the child to a birth parent or place the child
wi th an appropriate authorized agency, or, in the case of a surrogate,



transfer the child to the famly court. The judge or surrogate nay al so
require that notice be given to an appropriate authorized agency.

3. The judge or surrogate shall cause to be made an investigation by a
di sinterested person who in the opinion of the judge or surrogate is
qualified by training and experience, or by an authorized agency
specifically designated by himto examne into the allegations set forth
in the petition. A post-placenent investigation conducted pursuant to
the provisions of this section shall be nmade by a disinterested person
who in the opinion of the judge or surrogate is qualified by training
and experience to perform post-placenent investigations. Such
di sinterested person shall certify to the court that he or she is a
di sinterested person and has no interest in the outconme of petitioner's
or petitioners' application. Such disinterested person shall further
disclose to the court any fee paid or to be paid to such person for
services rendered in connection with the post-placenent investigation.
The investigator shall nmake a witten report of his investigation into
the truth and accuracy of the allegations of the petition, and, where
applicable, into the statenments contained in the affidavit required by
section one hundred fifteen of this title, and he shall ascertain as
fully as possible, and incorporate in his report the various factors
whi ch nmay bear upon the determ nation of the application for adoption
i ncluding, but not limted to, the follow ng information:

(a) the marital and famly status, and history, of the adoptive
parents and adoptive child,

(b) the physical and nental health of the adoptive parents and
adoptive child;

(c) the property owned by and the incone of the adoptive parents;

(d) the conpensation paid or agreed upon with respect to the placenent
of the child for adoption;

(e) whether either adoptive parent has ever been respondent in any
proceedi ng concerni ng all egedly abused, negl ected, abandoned or
del i nquent children;

(f) any other facts relating to the famlial, social, religious,
enotional and financial circunstances of the adoptive parents which may
be relevant to a determi nation of adoption.



The witten report of investigation shall be submtted to the judge or
surrogate within thirty days after the sane is directed to be nade,
unl ess for good cause shown the judge or surrogate shall grant a
reasonabl e extensi on of such period. The report shall be filed with the
judge or surrogate, in any event, before the final order of adoption is
gr ant ed.

4. Stage two of private-placenent adoption. If the judge or surrogate
has found that there has been conpliance with all the requirenents
hereof and is satisfied that the best interests of the child will be
pronmoted by granting an order of adoption, the provisions of section one
hundred fourteen of title two of this article shall apply.

5. As used in this section, "disinterested person” includes the
probation service of the famly court, a |licensed master social worker,
| i censed clinical social worker, or an authorized agency specifically
designated by the court to conduct pre-placenent investigations.



