8§ 10-a. Parties to a marriage. 1. A nmarriage that is otherwi se valid
shall be valid regardl ess of whether the parties to the narriage are of
the sane or different sex.

2. No governnent treatnment or |egal status, effect, right, benefit,
privilege, protection or responsibility relating to marriage, whether
deriving fromstatute, adm nistrative or court rule, public policy,
common | aw or any other source of |aw, shall differ based on the parties
to the marriage being or having been of the sanme sex rather than a
di fferent sex. \When necessary to inplenent the rights and
responsi bilities of spouses under the law, all gender-specific |anguage
or ternms shall be construed in a gender-neutral manner in all such
sources of | aw.



