8§ 59-a. Placenent of detectives and investigators in classified
service. 1. The legislature hereby finds and declares that the
continued, uninterrupted, adequate and efficient operation of detective
and investigative units in local police, correction or sheriffs
departnments is necessary for the general welfare of the people; that
such adequate operation involves and requires personnel with highly
specialized ability, skill, training, and know edge; that |ocal civil
service conm ssions nmay decide to classify such positions where they
constitute bona fide civil service positions as evidenced by factors
i ncl udi ng enhanced pay, benefits, and dignity of position; that while
conpetitive exam nati on has been deened practicable for certain
detective and investigator positions, to require such exam nation for
val i d appoi ntnent of current |ong standi ng enpl oyees would irreparably
di sorgani ze detective or investigative operations, endanger the public
safety, interrupt the continuity and effective performance of inportant
I nvesti gatory operations.

2. Notw thstanding the provisions of this chapter or any provisions to
the contrary contained in any general, special, or local |aws, any
person hol di ng a pernanent conpetitive class appointnment as a police
of ficer, correction officer of any rank or deputy sheriff in a police
force, police departnent or sheriffs departnment in a jurisdiction other
than a city with a population of one mllion or nore or the state
departnment of corrections and conmunity supervision, who was serving in
a detective or investigator capacity, as designated by such police
force, police departnment or sheriffs departnent, on the date such
position was classified by the local civil service conm ssion having
jurisdiction and for at |east eighteen nonths i medi ately precedi ng such
date, shall receive a pernanent appointnent to a detective or
i nvestigator position, in such title as may be properly classified by
the local civil service conm ssion having jurisdiction, wthout further
exam nation or qualifications and shall have all the rights and
privileges of the jurisdictional class to which such position may be
al | ocat ed.



