8§ 58-a. Requirenents for provisional or permanent appointnent of
certain fire fighters. 1. Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of this
| aw or any general, special or local lawto the contrary, no person
shall be eligible for provisional or permanent appointnent in the
conpetitive class of the civil service as a fire fighter unless he or
she shall satisfy the basic requirenents for education, health and
physical fitness established by the state fire adm nistrator pursuant to
section one hundred fifty-eight of the executive |aw.

2. Notwi thstandi ng the provisions of subdivision one of this section,
upon the request of a nunicipal comm ssion having jurisdiction over a
fire departnment and upon a showi ng by such nunicipal comm ssion and a
determ nation by the state comm ssion that aggravated recruitnent
difficulties are causing a serious shortage of fire fighters in such
fire departnment and that such nunicipal comm ssion and all appropriate
authorities are nmaking diligent efforts, including paynent of adequate
conpensation, to overcone such recruitnent difficulties, the state
comm ssion, with the approval of the state fire adm nistrator, nay
change the educational, health and physical fitness requirenents for
provi si onal and permanent appointnent as a fire fighter in such fire
departnment for a period not exceeding two years fromthe date of such
determ nati on. Such changes may be authorized for an additional period
not exceeding two years, upon a showing and a determination simlar to
that required hereunder for the original authorization.

3. The provisions of this section shall not prevent the establishnent
of nore restrictive local requirenments for eligibility for fire
fighters.

4. For the purposes of this section fire fighter nmeans a nenber of a
fire departnment whose duties include fire service as the phrase fire
service is defined in paragraph d of subdivision eleven of section three
hundred two of the retirenment and social security |aw.

5. Any person whose name was on an eligible list for appointnent in
the conpetitive class of the civil service as a fire fighter on the date
educational, health and physical fitness requirenents for fire fighters



are pronul gated by the state fire adm nistrator pursuant to section one
hundred fifty-eight of the executive law, shall continue to remain
eligible for appointment fromsuch list during the life of such list

wi t hout satisfying such requirenents provided he or she woul d ot herw se
have remai ned eligible for appointnment fromsuch list if this section
had not been enact ed.

6. The provisions of this section shall not apply to appoi ntnents nade
by any county, city, town, village or fire district which enploys five
or fewer fire fighters.

7. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of this |aw or any general,
special or local law to the contrary, no person shall be eligible for
provi si onal or permanent appointnent as a fire chief other than those
chiefs enployed by a fire departnent of cities with a popul ati on of one
mllion or nore unless he or she shall:

(a) satisfy the basic requirenents for education, health and physical
fitness established by the state fire adm nistrator pursuant to section
one hundred fifty-eight of the executive |aw, and

(b) has successfully conpleted training and educati on requirenents
established by the state fire adm nistrator.



