8 54. Age and educational requirements. 1. Notw thstandi ng any
provision of lawto the contrary, except as herein provided, neither the
state civil service departnment nor the state civil service conmm ssion
nor any municipal civil service comm ssion shall prohibit, prevent,

di squalify, or discrimnate against, any person who is physically and
mentally qualified, fromparticipating in a civil service exam nation or
fromaqualifying for a position in the classified civil service, or
penal i ze any such person in a final rating by reason of his or her age;
and any such rule, requirenment, resolution, regulation or penalization
shall be void. Nothing herein contained, however, shall prevent the
adopti on of reasonabl e m ni mum or naxi num age requirenments for open
conpetitive exam nations for positions where it is determ ned by the
department and approved by the commi ssion that such age requirenents
woul d be reasonable m ni num qualification for such position. M ninmm age
requi renents shall in no case prohibit an applicant who is within twelve
nont hs of the m ninum age requirenent fromtaking any conpetitive

exam nation. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the
di squalification, on account of age, of any applicant for a position who
has reached the mandatory retirement age applicable by |aw to such
position.

2. M ninmum education requirements shall in no case prohibit an
applicant who is within twelve nonths of obtaining the mninmm education
requi renents fromtaking any conpetitive exam nation.



