§ 216. Falsely inpersonating an enpl oyee organi zati on or enpl oyee
organi zation representative. 1. Definitions. As used in this section,
the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Falsely inpersonate an enpl oyee organi zati on or enpl oyee
organi zation representative" shall nmean to use, with the specific intent
to deceive the recipient and thereby cause harmto such recipient or
enpl oyee organi zation, fraud, m srepresentation, nmaterial om ssion, or
ot her deception in maki ng and di ssem nating a verbal, witten, or
el ectroni c comuni cation that purports to be authorized or otherw se
approved by such enpl oyee organi zati on or enpl oyee organi zati on
representative but that has not been authorized or approved by such
enpl oyee organi zati on or enpl oyee organi zati on representati ve.

(b) "Enpl oyee organi zati on representative" shall nean any person
aut hori zed by an enpl oyee organi zation, pursuant to its constitution,
byl aws or other internal rules or procedures, to act on behalf of such
enpl oyee organi zati on.

2. No person shall falsely inpersonate an enpl oyee organi zati on or an
enpl oyee organi zati on representative.

3. (a) Wienever the attorney general shall believe, from evidence
satisfactory to the attorney general, that any person, including but not
limted to an individual, organization, firm corporation, conpany,
partnershi p or association, or agent or enployee thereof, has engaged or
is about to engage in the fal se i npersonation of an enpl oyee
organi zati on or an enpl oyee organi zati on representative, the attorney
general may bring an action or proceeding in the name and on behal f of
the people of the state of New York to enjoin such unlawful acts or
practices. In such action or proceeding, prelimnary relief my be
granted under article sixty-three of the civil practice | aw and rul es.
In addition to and not in |ieu of any other danages that nay be cl ai ned,
any person found to be in violation of this section through such action
or proceedi ng shall be fined one thousand dollars per incident;
provi ded, however, that a court shall have discretion to reduce the
total fine if the court finds that the ampbunt of such fine is
di sproportionate to the defendant's conduct.

(b) The attorney general may bring such an action agai nst any person



di ssem nating verbal, witten, or electronic conmunications in this
state, whether or not the person is within the state.

(c) I'n connection with any proposed action or proceeding under this
section, the attorney general is authorized to take proof and nmake a
determ nation of the relevant facts, and to i ssue subpoenas in
accordance with the civil practice |law and rul es.

4. To protect public enployees fromfraud or m srepresentation,
i ncluding the fal se i npersonation of an enpl oyee organi zati on
representative, an enployee organi zation shall have, as a matter of
i nternal governance, the sole authority to identify and designate its
enpl oyee organi zati on representatives.



