8 107. Prohibition against certain political activities; inproper
i nfluence. 1. Recommrendations based on political affiliations. No
reconmmendati on or question under the authority of this chapter shal
relate to the political opinions or affiliations of any person whatever;
and no appoi ntnent or selection to or renoval froman office or
enpl oynment within the scope of this chapter or the rul es established
t hereunder, shall be in any nmanner affected or influenced by such
opinions or affiliations. No person in the civil service of the state or
of any civil division thereof is for that reason under any obligation to
contribute to any political fund or to render any political service, and
no person shall be renoved or otherw se prejudiced for refusing so to
do. No person in the said civil service shall discharge or pronote or
reduce, or in any manner change the official rank or conpensation of any
ot her person in said service, or pronmse or threaten so to do, for
giving or withholding or neglecting to nmake any contribution of noney or
service or any other valuable thing for any political purpose. No person
in said service shall use his official authority or influences to coerce
the political action of any person or body or to interfere with any
el ection.

2. Inquiry concerning political affiliations. No person shall directly
or indirectly ask, indicate or transmt orally or in witing the
political affiliations of any enployee in the civil service of the state
or of any civil division thereof or of any person dependent upon or
related to such an enployee, as a test of fitness for holding office. A
viol ation of this subdivision shall be deened a m sdeneanor and
conviction thereof shall subject the person convicted to a fine of not
| ess than one hundred dollars nor nore than five hundred dollars or to
i mprisonment for not less than thirty days nor nore than six nonths, or
to both such fine and inprisonnent. Nothing herein contained shall be
construed to prevent or prohibit inquiry concerning the activities,
affiliation or nmenbership of any applicant or enployee in any group or
organi zati on which advocates that the governnent of the United States or
of any state or of any political subdivision thereof should be
overturned by force, violence or any unlawful neans.

3. Political assessnents. No officer or enployee of the state or any



civil division thereof shall, directly or indirectly, use his authority
or official influence to conpel or induce any other officer or enployee
of the state or any civil division thereof, to pay or prom se to pay any
political assessnent, subscription or contribution. Every officer or
enpl oyee who may have charge or control in any building, office or room
occupi ed for any governnental purpose is hereby authorized to prohibit
the entry of any person, and he shall not knowi ngly permt any person to
enter the sane for the purpose of naking, collecting, receiving or
giving notice therein, of any political assessnment, subscription or
contribution; and no person shall enter or remain in any such office,
buil ding or room or send or direct any letter or other witing thereto,
for the purpose of giving notice of, demanding or collecting a political
assessnent; nor shall any person therein give notice of, demand, coll ect
or receive any such assessnent, subscription or contribution. No person
shal | prepare or take any part in preparing any political assessnent,
subscription or contribution with the intent that the sane shall be sent
or presented to or collected of any officer or enployee subject to the
provi sions of this chapter, and no person shall know ngly send or
present any political assessment, subscription or contribution to or
request its paynent of any said officer or enployee. Any person
violating any provision of this subdivision shall be guilty of a

m sdeneanor.

4. Prohibition against prom se of influence. Any person, who while
hol di ng any public office, or in nomnation for, or while seeking a
nom nati on or appoi ntnment for any public office, shall corruptly use or
prom se to use, whether directly or indirectly, any official authority
or influence, whether then possessed or nerely anticipated, in the way
of conferring upon any person, or in order to secure or aid any person
in securing any office or public enploynment, or any nom nation,
confirmation, pronotion or increase of salary, upon the consideration
that the vote or political influence or action of the |ast-naned person,
or any other, shall be given or used in behalf of any candi date, officer
or party, or upon any other corrupt condition or consideration, shall be
deened guilty of bribery or an attenpt at bribery. Any public officer
or any person having or claimng to have any authority or influence for
or affecting the nom nation, public enploynment, confirnmation, pronotion,



renoval , or increase or decrease of salary of any public officer, who
shall corruptly use, or prom se, or threaten to use any such authority
or influence, directly or indirectly in order to coerce or persuade the
vote or political action of any citizen or the renoval, discharge or
pronotion of any officer or public enployee, or upon any other corrupt
consideration, shall also be guilty of bribery or of an attenpt at

bri bery. Every person found guilty of such bribery, or an attenpt to
commt the sanme, as aforesaid, shall, upon conviction thereof, be liable
to be punished by a fine of not | ess than one hundred dollars nor nore
than three thousand dollars, or to inprisonnent for not [ ess than ten
days nor nore than two years, or to both such fine and inprisonnent in
t he di scretion of the court.

5. Violation of this section. Conplaints alleging a violation of this
section by a statewide elected official or a state officer or enployee,
as defined in section seventy-three of the public officers |law, may be
directed to the comm ssion on public integrity.



