8§ 4503. Attorney. (a) 1. Confidential comrunication privileged.
Unl ess the client waives the privilege, an attorney or his or her
enpl oyee, or any person who obtains wthout the know edge of the client
evi dence of a confidential comunication nade between the attorney or
his or her enployee and the client in the course of professional
enpl oynment, shall not disclose, or be allowed to disclose such
comuni cation, nor shall the client be conpelled to disclose such
comuni cation, in any action, disciplinary trial or hearing, or
adm ni strative action, proceeding or hearing conducted by or on behalf
of any state, nunicipal or |ocal governnental agency or by the
| egi slature or any cormittee or body thereof. Evidence of any such
comuni cati on obtai ned by any such person, and evi dence resulting
therefrom shall not be disclosed by any state, nunicipal or |ocal
governnmental agency or by the |egislature or any commttee or body
thereof. The rel ationship of an attorney and client shall exist between
a professional service corporation organized under article fifteen of
t he busi ness corporation law to practice as an attorney and
counselor-at-law and the clients to whomit renders |egal services.

2. Personal representatives. (A) For purposes of the attorney-client
privilege, if the client is a personal representative and the attorney
represents the personal representative in that capacity, in the absence
of an agreenent between the attorney and the personal representative to
the contrary:

(i) No beneficiary of the estate is, or shall be treated as, the
client of the attorney solely by reason of his or her status as
beneficiary;

(ii) The existence of a fiduciary relationship between the personal
representative and a beneficiary of the estate does not by itself
constitute or give rise to any waiver of the privilege for confidential
comuni cations made in the course of professional enpl oynent between the
attorney or his or her enployee and the personal representative who is
the client; and

(iii) The fiduciary's testinony that he or she has relied on the
attorney's advice shall not by itself constitute such a waiver.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, "personal representative" shal
nmean (i) the adm nistrator, admnistrator c.t.a., ancillary



adm ni strator, executor, prelimnary executor, tenporary adm nistrator,
lifetime trustee or trustee to whomletters have been issued within the
nmeani ng of subdivision thirty-four of section one hundred three of the
surrogate's court procedure act, and (ii) the guardi an of an

i ncapacitated comrunicant if and to the extent that the order appointing
such guardi an under subdivision (c) of section 81.16 of the nental

hygi ene | aw or any subsequent order of any court expressly provides that
the guardian is to be the personal representative of the incapacitated
comuni cant for purposes of this section; "beneficiary" shall have the
nmeani ng set forth in subdivision eight of section one hundred three of
the surrogate's court procedure act and "estate" shall have the meani ng
set forth in subdivision nineteen of section one hundred three of the
surrogate's court procedure act.

(b) WIls and revocable trusts. In any action involving the probate,
validity or construction of a will or, after the grantor's death, a
revocabl e trust, an attorney or his enployee shall be required to
disclose infornmation as to the preparation, execution or revocation of
any will, revocable trust, or other relevant instrument, but he shal
not be allowed to disclose any conmuni cation privil eged under
subdi vi sion (a) which would tend to disgrace the nenory of the decedent.



