8§ 1007. When third-party practice allowed. (a) After the service of a
defendant's answer, the defendant nay proceed agai nst a person or |egal
entity not a party who is or may be liable to that defendant for all or
part of the plaintiff's claimagainst that defendant, by filing pursuant
to section three hundred four of this chapter a third-party sumobns and
conplaint with the clerk of the court in the county in which the nain
action is pending, for which a separate index nunber shall not be issued
but a separate index nunber fee shall be collected. The third-party
sumons and conpl aint and all prior pleadings served in the action shall
be served upon such person or legal entity within twenty days of the
filing. A defendant serving a third-party conplaint shall be styled a
third-party plaintiff and the person or legal entity so served shall be
styled a third-party defendant. The defendant shall al so serve a copy of
such third-party conplaint upon the plaintiff's attorney sinmultaneously
upon issuance for service of the third-party conplaint on the
third-party defendant.

(b) A defendant shall not file a third-party sunmons and conpl ai nt
nore than ninety days after serving its answer wi thout an order of the
court.

(c) No third-party summons and conplaint may be filed after the filing
of a note of issue unless upon good cause shown or in the interest of
justice.

(d) An action filed in violation of this subdivision shall be severed
or dism ssed wi thout prejudice.

(e) Notwi thstandi ng subdivisions (b) and (c) of this section, a
defendant or third-party defendant may file a third-party summons and
conpl ai nt agai nst an enpl oyer of the plaintiff wthout an order of the
court within ninety days after the later of: 1. the date the identity of
the enpl oyer of the plaintiff becomes known to the defendant or
third-party defendant, or 2. the date the defendant or third-party
def endant knows or should know the plaintiff sustained a grave injury,
as such termis defined in section el even of the workers' conpensation
| aw.

(f) I'n the event a third-party action is severed fromthe initial
action pursuant to this section, and a third-party plaintiff proceeds to
initiate a new action by the filing of a sutmons and conpl ai nt agai nst a
severed third-party defendant, any notion to consolidate such actions



shall not be permtted.



