8 56. Prisoner's right to communicate with friends. (1) The
commi ssi oner of correction of the city of New York shall cause to be
pl aced in each district prison a notice in several |anguages, setting
forth that prisoners have the right to send a nessage or to wite to or
cause their relatives or friends to be tel ephoned to in the manner
herei nafter set forth, and also stating the rates of nessenger service.
Whenever a person is detained in a district prison the keeper or other
person in charge shall, at the request of such prisoner, telephone,
Wi t hout cost, to one nunber in the city of New York given himby said
prisoner in an effort to reach his relatives and friends, or, at the
option of the prisoner, give hima stanped envel ope free of charge, or
at cost an envel ope with necessary postage for a special delivery
| etter. The keeper or other person in charge shall, at the request of
such prisoner, telephone to such other nunbers as the prisoner nay
request upon the paynent of the regul ar tel ephone charge for the sane.
It shall be the duty of the |ieutenant, or other officer in charge at
the police station, to tel ephone free of charge to three nunbers at the
request of the prisoner. In each case the |ieutenant, or other officer
in charge of the station house, or the keeper, or other person in charge
of the district prison, shall informthe prisoner of his opportunity to
t el ephone or receive a stanped envel ope and postage as above set forth,
and in addition thereto, in each district prison there shall be
install ed a nmessenger tel egraph service, and whether the prisoner sends
a nessage by said service or by a nessenger he shall not be charged any
sum greater than the customary rate for simlar service fromany other
place in the city.

(2) At the time of the arraignment of a defendant, the judge shal
i nform said defendant that he is entitled to conmunicate with his
relatives or friends, by letter or tel ephone free of charge. But the
failure of the judge to give the warning prescribed herein shall not be
deened a reason to reverse a judgnment of conviction unless such failure
is shown to have deprived the defendant of a fair trial



