Powers and duties of |egislature; honme rule powers of |ocal
governnents; statute of |ocal governnents.

8§ 2. (a) The legislature shall provide for the creation and
organi zati on of | ocal governnents in such manner as shall secure to them
the rights, powers, privileges and imunities granted to themby this
constitution.

(b) Subject to the bill of rights of |ocal governnents and ot her
applicable provisions of this constitution, the |egislature:

(1) Shall enact, and may fromtine to tine anmend, a statute of |oca
governments granting to | ocal governnents powers including but not
limted to those of local legislation and adnm nistration in addition to
the powers vested in themby this article. A power granted in such
statute may be repeal ed, dimnished, inpaired or suspended only by
enactnent of a statute by the legislature with the approval of the
governor at its regular session in one cal endar year and the
re-enact ment and approval of such statute in the foll ow ng cal endar
year.

(2) Shall have the power to act in relation to the property, affairs
or government of any |ocal government only by general |aw, or by speci al
|l aw only (a) on request of two-thirds of the total nenbership of its
| egi sl ati ve body or on request of its chief executive officer concurred
in by a majority of such nmenbership, or (b), except in the case of the
city of New York, on certificate of necessity fromthe governor reciting
facts which in the judgnent of the governor constitute an energency
requiring enactnent of such law and, in such latter case, with the
concurrence of two-thirds of the nenmbers el ected to each house of the
| egi sl ature.

(3) Shall have the power to confer on |ocal governnments powers not
relating to their property, affairs or governnent including but not
limted to those of local legislation and adnministration, in addition to
t hose otherwi se granted by or pursuant to this article, and to w thdraw
or restrict such additional powers.

(c) I'n addition to powers granted in the statute of |ocal governnents
or any other law, (i) every local governnment shall have power to adopt
and anend | ocal [aws not inconsistent with the provisions of this
constitution or any general lawrelating to its property, affairs or



governnment and, (ii) every local governnent shall have power to adopt
and anend | ocal [aws not inconsistent with the provisions of this
constitution or any general lawrelating to the foll ow ng subjects,
whet her or not they relate to the property, affairs or governnent of
such | ocal governnent, except to the extent that the |egislature shal
restrict the adoption of such a local lawrelating to other than the
property, affairs or governnent of such |ocal governnent:

(1) The powers, duties, qualifications, nunber, node of selection and
renoval, ternms of office, conpensation, hours of work, protection
wel fare and safety of its officers and enpl oyees, except that cities and
towns shall not have such power with respect to nenbers of the
| egi sl ative body of the county in their capacities as county officers.

(2) I'n the case of a city, town or village, the nmenbership and
conposition of its |egislative body.

(3) The transaction of its business.

(4) The incurring of its obligations, except that |ocal |aws relating
to financing by the issuance of evidences of indebtedness by such |ocal
governnment shall be consistent with | aws enacted by the | egislature.

(5) The presentation, ascertai nnent and di scharge of clains agai nst
it.

(6) The acquisition, care, nanagenent and use of its highways, roads,
streets, avenues and property.

(7) The acquisition of its transit facilities and the ownership and
operation thereof.

(8) The levy, collection and adm ni stration of |ocal taxes authorized
by the | egislature and of assessnents for |ocal inprovenents, consistent
with laws enacted by the |egislature.

(9) The wages or salaries, the hours of work or |abor, and the
protection, welfare and safety of persons enployed by any contractor or
sub-contractor perform ng work, |abor or services for it.

(10) The government, protection, order, conduct, safety, health and
wel | - bei ng of persons or property therein.

(d) Except in the case of a transfer of functions under an alternative
formof county governnent, a |ocal governnent shall not have power to
adopt local |aws which inpair the powers of any other |ocal governnent.

(e) The rights and powers of |ocal governnments specified in this
section insofar as applicable to any county within the city of New York



shall be vested in such city.



