§ 2. a. The court of appeals is continued. It shall consist of the
chief judge and the six el ected associate judges now in office, who
shall hold their offices until the expiration of their respective terns,
and their successors, and such justices of the suprene court as may be
designated for service in said court as hereinafter provided. The
official terns of the chief judge and the six associate judges shall be
fourteen years.

Five menbers of the court shall constitute a quorum and the
concurrence of four shall be necessary to a decision; but no nore than
seven judges shall sit in any case. In case of the tenporary absence or
inability to act of any judge of the court of appeals, the court may
designate any justice of the suprene court to serve as associ ate judge
of the court during such absence or inability to act. The court shal
have power to appoint and to renove its clerk. The powers and
jurisdiction of the court shall not be suspended for want of appoi ntnent
when the nunber of judges is sufficient to constitute a quorum

b. Whenever and as often as the court of appeals shall certify to the
governor that the court is unable, by reason of the accunul ation of
causes pending therein, to hear and di spose of the sanme with reasonabl e
speed, the governor shall designate such nunber of justices of the
suprene court as may be so certified to be necessary, but not nore than
four, to serve as associate judges of the court of appeals. The justices
so designated shall be relieved, while so serving, fromtheir duties as
justices of the suprene court, and shall serve as associ ate judges of
the court of appeals until the court shall certify that the need for the
services of any such justices no |onger exists, whereupon they shal
return to the supreme court. The governor nmay fill vacanci es anbng such
desi gnat ed judges. No such justices shall serve as associ ate judge of
the court of appeals except while holding the office of justice of the
suprene court. The designation of a justice of the suprene court as an
associ ate judge of the court of appeals shall not be deened to affect
his or her existing office any |longer than until the expiration of his
or her designation as such associ ate judge, nor to create a vacancy.

c. There shall be a commission on judicial nomnation to evaluate the



qualifications of candidates for appointnent to the court of appeals and
to prepare a witten report and recommend to the governor those persons
who by their character, tenperanent, professional aptitude and
experience are well qualified to hold such judicial office. The

| egi sl ature shall provide by |aw for the organi zati on and procedure of
the judicial nom nating conm ssion.

d. (1) The comm ssion on judicial nom nation shall consist of twelve
menbers of whom four shall be appointed by the governor, four by the
chief judge of the court of appeals, and one each by the speaker of the
assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, the mnority | eader of
the senate, and the mnority | eader of the assenbly. O the four nenbers
appoi nted by the governor, no nore than two shall be enrolled in the
sanme political party, two shall be nenbers of the bar of the state, and
two shall not be nenbers of the bar of the state. O the four nenbers
appoi nted by the chief judge of the court of appeals, no nore than two
shall be enrolled in the sane political party, two shall be nenbers of
the bar of the state, and two shall not be nenbers of the bar of the
state. No nenber of the comm ssion shall hold or have held any judicial
office or hold any el ected public office for which he or she receives
conpensation during his or her period of service, except that the
governor and the chief judge may each appoint no nore than one fornmner
judge or justice of the unified court systemto such conm ssion. No
menber of the comm ssion shall hold any office in any political party.
No nmenber of the judicial nomnating conm ssion shall be eligible for
appointment to judicial office in any court of the state during the
menber's period of service or within one year thereafter

(2) The nenbers first appointed by the governor shall have
respectively one, two, three and four year terns as the governor shal
designate. The nenbers first appointed by the chief judge of the court
of appeal s shall have respectively one, two, three and four year terns
as the chief judge shall designate. The nmenber first appointed by the
tenporary president of the senate shall have a one-year term The nenber
first appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate shall have a
two-year term The nenber first appointed by the speaker of the assenbly
shall have a four-year term The nenber first appointed by the mnority
| eader of the assenbly shall have a three-year term Each subsequent



appoi ntment shall be for a termof four years.

(3) The comm ssion shall designate one of their nunmber to serve as
chai r per son

(4) The comm ssion shall consider the qualifications of candidates for
appointnment to the offices of judge and chief judge of the court of
appeal s and, whenever a vacancy in those offices occurs, shall prepare a
witten report and recommend to the governor persons who are well
qualified for those judicial offices.

e. The governor shall appoint, with the advice and consent of the
senate, from anong those recommended by the judicial nom nating
comm ssion, a person to fill the office of chief judge or associate
judge, as the case may be, whenever a vacancy occurs in the court of
appeal s; provided, however, that no person nay be appointed a judge of
the court of appeals unless such person is a resident of the state and
has been admitted to the practice of lawin this state for at |east ten
years. The governor shall transmit to the senate the witten report of
the conm ssion on judicial nomnation relating to the nom nee.

f. Wien a vacancy occurs in the office of chief judge or associate
judge of the court of appeals and the senate is not in session to give
its advice and consent to an appointnment to fill the vacancy, the
governor shall fill the vacancy by interim appoi ntment upon the
recommendati on of a conm ssion on judicial nom nation as provided in
this section. An interimappointnent shall continue until the senate
shal | pass upon the governor's selection. If the senate confirns an
appoi ntnment, the judge shall serve a termas provided in subdivision a
of this section commencing fromthe date of his or her interim
appointnment. |If the senate rejects an appoi ntnent, a vacancy in the
of fice shall occur sixty days after such rejection. If an interim
appointnment to the court of appeals be made from anong the justices of
the suprenme court or the appellate divisions thereof, that appointnent
shall not affect the justice's existing office, nor create a vacancy in
the suprenme court, or the appellate division thereof, unless such
appointnment is confirned by the senate and the appoi ntee shall assune
such office. If an interimappointnent of chief judge of the court of
appeal s be made from anong the associ ate judges, an interimappointnent



of associate judge shall be made in |ike manner; in such case, the
appoi ntment as chief judge shall not affect the existing office of
associ ate judge, unless such appointnent as chief judge is confirned by
the senate and the appoi ntee shall assune such office.

g. The provisions of subdivisions ¢, d, e and f of this section shall
not apply to tenporary designations or assignnments of judges or
justi ces.



