8§ 15. a. The legislature shall by |law establish a single court of
city-wide civil jurisdiction and a single court of city-w de crim nal
jurisdiction in and for the city of New York and the | egislature my,
upon the request of the nmayor and the local |egislative body of the city
of New York, merge the two courts into one city-wi de court of both civi
and crimnal jurisdiction. The said city-wi de courts shall consist of
such nunber of judges as nay be provided by |aw. The judges of the court
of city-wide civil jurisdiction shall be residents of such city and
shall be chosen for terns of ten years by the electors of the counties
included within the city of New York fromdistricts within such counties
established by |aw. The judges of the court of city-w de crim nal
jurisdiction shall be residents of such city and shall be appointed for
terms of ten years by the mayor of the city of New York.

b. The court of city-wide civil jurisdiction of the city of New York
shal | have jurisdiction over the follow ng classes of actions and
proceedi ngs which shall be originated in such court in the manner
provi ded by |law. actions and proceedings for the recovery of noney,
actions and proceedings for the recovery of chattels and actions and
proceedi ngs for the foreclosure of nechanics liens and |iens on personal
property where the anount sought to be recovered or the value of the
property does not exceed fifty thousand dollars exclusive of interest
and costs, or such smaller amount as may be fixed by |aw, over summary
proceedi ngs to recover possession of real property and to renove tenants
t herefrom and over such other actions and proceedi ngs, not within the
exclusive jurisdiction of the suprene court, as may be provided by | aw
The court of city-wide civil jurisdiction shall further exercise such
equity jurisdiction as nay be provided by law and its jurisdiction to
enter judgnent upon a counterclaimfor the recovery of noney only shal
be unlimted.

c. The court of city-wide crimnal jurisdiction of the city of New
York shall have jurisdiction over crinmes and other violations of |aw,
ot her than those prosecuted by indictnment, provided, however, that the
| egi slature may grant to said court jurisdiction over m sdenmeanors
prosecuted by indictnent; and over such other actions and proceedi ngs,
not within the exclusive jurisdiction of the suprenme court, as may be



provi ded by | aw.

d. The provisions of this section shall in no way limt or inpair the
jurisdiction of the suprene court as set forth in section seven of this
article.



