8 5-b. (a) On or before February first of each year ending with a zero
and at any other tine a court orders that congressional or state
| egi slative districts be anended, an independent redistricting
commi ssi on shall be established to determne the district Iines for
congressional and state legislative offices. The independent
redi stricting comm ssion shall be conposed of ten nmenbers, appointed as
fol | ows:

(1) two nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

(2) two nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(3) two nenbers shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the
senat e;

(4) two nenbers shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the
assenbl y;

(5) two nenbers shall be appointed by the eight nmenbers appointed
pursuant to paragraphs (1) through (4) of this subdivision by a vote of
not | ess than five nmenbers in favor of such appoi ntnent, and these two
menbers shall not have been enrolled in the preceding five years in
either of the two political parties that contain the |argest or second
| ar gest nunber of enrolled voters within the state;

(6) one nenber shall be designated chair of the comm ssion by a
majority of the nenbers appointed pursuant to paragraphs (1) through (5)
of this subdivision to convene and preside over each neeting of the
commi ssi on.

(b) The nenbers of the independent redistricting conm ssion shall be
regi stered voters in this state. No nenber shall within the |ast three
years:

(1) be or have been a nenber of the New York state | egislature or
United States Congress or a statew de el ected official;

(2) be or have been a state officer or enployee or |egislative
enpl oyee as defined in section seventy-three of the public officers |aw,

(3) be or have been a registered | obbyist in New York state;

(4) be or have been a political party chairman, as defined in
par agraph (k) of subdivision one of section seventy-three of the public
of ficers | aw,

(5) be the spouse of a statewi de elected official or of any nenber of
the United States Congress, or of the state |egislature.



(c) To the extent practicable, the nmenbers of the independent
redi stricting comm ssion shall reflect the diversity of the residents of
this state with regard to race, ethnicity, gender, |anguage, and
geographi c residence and to the extent practicable the appointing
authorities shall consult with organizati ons devoted to protecting the
voting rights of minority and other voters concerning potenti al
appoi ntees to the conmm ssion.

(d) Vacancies in the nenbership of the comm ssion shall be filled
within thirty days in the nmanner provided for in the original
appoi nt ment s.

(e) The legislature shall provide by |law for the conpensation of the
menbers of the independent redistricting comm ssion, including
conpensation for actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties.

(f) A mninmmof five nenbers of the independent redistricting
commi ssion shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of any business
or the exercise of any power of such comm ssion prior to the appointnment
of the two comm ssion nenbers appoi nted pursuant to paragraph (5) of
subdi vision (a) of this section, and a m ni num of seven nenbers shal
constitute a quorum after such nmenbers have been appoi nted, and no
exerci se of any power of the independent redistricting comm ssion shal
occur without the affirnmative vote of at least a mpgjority of the
menbers, provided that, in order to approve any redistricting plan and
i npl ementing | egislation, the follow ng rules shall apply:

(1) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nenbers of the sanme political party,
approval of a redistricting plan and inplenenting |egislation by the
commi ssion for subm ssion to the legislature shall require the vote in
support of its approval by at |east seven nenbers including at | east one
menber appoi nted by each of the legislative | eaders.

(2) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of two different political parties,
approval of a redistricting plan by the comm ssion for subnmission to the
| egi slature shall require the vote in support of its approval by at
| east seven nenbers including at | east one nmenber appointed by the
speaker of the assenbly and one nenber appointed by the tenporary
presi dent of the senate.



(g) In the event that the comm ssion is unable to obtain seven votes
to approve a redistricting plan on or before January first in the year
ending in two or as soon as practicable thereafter, the conm ssion shal
subnmit to the legislature that redistricting plan and i npl enenting
| egi sl ati on that garnered the highest nunber of votes in support of its
approval by the comm ssion with a record of the votes taken. 1In the
event that nore than one plan received the sane nunber of votes for
approval, and such nunber was hi gher than that for any other plan, then
the conm ssion shall submt all plans that obtai ned such nunber of
votes. The legislature shall consider and vote upon such inplenenting
| egislation in accordance with the voting rules set forth in subdivision
(b) of section four of this article.

(h) (1) The independent redistricting conm ssion shall appoint two
co-executive directors by a magjority vote of the comm ssion in
accordance with the foll ow ng procedure:

(i) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of two different political parties,
the co-executive directors shall be approved by a majority of the
commi ssion that includes at |east one appointee by the speaker of the
assenbly and at | east one appointee by the tenporary president of the
senat e.

(ii) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of the sane political party, the
co-executive directors shall be approved by a majority of the conm ssion
that includes at | east one appointee by each of the |egislative |eaders.

(2) One of the co-executive directors shall be enrolled in the
political party with the highest nunber of enrolled nmenbers in the state
and one shall be enrolled in the political party with the second hi ghest
nunber of enrolled nenbers in the state. The co-executive directors
shal | appoint such staff as are necessary to performthe comm ssion's
duties, except that the comm ssion shall review a staffing plan prepared
and provided by the co-executive directors which shall contain a |ist of
the various positions and the duties, qualifications, and sal aries
associated with each position.

(3) In the event that the commi ssion is unable to appoint one or both
of the co-executive directors within forty-five days of the
establ i shment of a quorum of seven comm ssioners, the follow ng



procedure shall be foll owed:

(i) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of two different political parties,
within ten days the speaker's appoi ntees on the comm ssion shall appoint
one co-executive director, and the tenporary president's appoi ntees on
t he conm ssion shall appoint the other co-executive director. Also
within ten days the mnority | eader of the assenbly shall select a
co-deputy executive director, and the mnority | eader of the senate
shal |l select the other co-deputy executive director

(ii) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of the sanme political party, within
ten days the speaker's and tenporary president's appointees on the
commi ssi on shall together appoint one co-executive director, and the two
mnority | eaders' appoi ntees on the comm ssion shall together appoint
t he ot her co-executive director.

(4) I'n the event of a vacancy in the offices of co-executive director
or co-deputy executive director, the position shall be filled within ten
days of its occurrence by the sane appointing authority or authorities
t hat appointed his or her predecessor.

(i) The state budget shall include necessary appropriations for the
expenses of the independent redistricting comm ssion, provide for
conpensati on and rei mbursenent of expenses for the nmenbers and staff of
t he conm ssion, assign to the conm ssion any additional duties that the
| egi sl ature may deem necessary to the perfornmance of the duties
stipulated in this article, and require other agencies and officials of
the state of New York and its political subdivisions to provide such
i nformati on and assi stance as the comri ssion may require to performits
duti es.



