8 5. The nenbers of the assenbly shall be chosen by single districts
and shall be apportioned pursuant to this section and sections four and
five-b of this article at each regular session at which the senate
districts are readjusted or altered, and by the sane | aw, anong the
several counties of the state, as nearly as may be according to the
nunber of their respective inhabitants, excluding aliens. Every county
her et of ore establi shed and separately organi zed, except the county of
Ham [ ton, shall always be entitled to one nenber of assenbly, and no
county shall hereafter be erected unless its population shall entitle it
to a menber. The county of Hamilton shall elect with the county of
Ful ton, until the population of the county of Hamilton shall, according
to the ratio, entitle it to a nenber. But the |egislature nmay abolish
the said county of Ham Iton and annex the territory thereof to sone
ot her county or counti es.

The quotient obtained by dividing the whol e nunber of inhabitants of
the state, excluding aliens, by the nunber of nenbers of assenbly, shal
be the ratio for apportionnment, which shall be made as foll ows: One
menber of assenbly shall be apportioned to every county, including
Ful ton and Ham Iton as one county, containing |ess than the ratio and
one-hal f over. Two nenbers shall be apportioned to every other county.
The renmai ni ng menbers of assenbly shall be apportioned to the counties
having nore than two ratios according to the nunber of inhabitants,
excluding aliens. Menbers apportioned on remai nders shall be apportioned
to the counties having the highest remainders in the order thereof
respectively. No county shall have nore nenbers of assenbly than a
county having a greater nunber of inhabitants, excluding aliens.

The assenbly districts, including the present ones, as existing
i mmedi ately before the enactnent of a | aw nmaki ng an apportionnent of
menbers of assenbly anong the counties, shall continue to be the
assenbly districts of the state until the expiration of the terns of
menbers then in office, except for the purpose of an election of nenbers
of assenbly for full terns beginning at such expirations.

In any county entitled to nore than one nenber, the board of
supervisors, and in any city enbracing an entire county and having no



board of supervisors, the common council, or if there be none, the body
exercising the powers of a common council, shall assenble at such tines
as the legislature maki ng an apportionnment shall prescribe, and divide
such counties into assenbly districts as nearly equal in nunber of

i nhabitants, excluding aliens, as may be, of conveni ent and conti guous
territory in as conpact formas practicable, each of which shall be
wholly within a senate district forned under the sanme apportionnent,
equal to the nunber of nenbers of assenbly to which such county shall be
entitled, and shall cause to be filed in the office of the secretary of
state and of the clerk of such county, a description of such districts,
speci fying the nunber of each district and of the inhabitants thereof,
excluding aliens, according to the census or enuneration used as the
popul ati on basis for the formati on of such districts; and such
apportionment and districts shall renmain unaltered until after the next
reapportionnent of menbers of assenbly, except that the board of

supervi sors of any county containing a town having nore than a ratio of
apportionment and one-half over nay alter the assenbly districts in a
senate district containing such town at any tinme on or before March
first, nineteen hundred forty-six. In counties having nore than one
senate district, the sane nunber of assenbly districts shall be put in
each senate district, unless the assenbly districts cannot be evenly

di vi ded anong the senate districts of any county, in which case one nore
assenbly district shall be put in the senate district in such county
having the |argest, or one | ess assenbly district shall be put in the
senate district in such county having the snallest nunber of

i nhabitants, excluding aliens, as the case may require. Nothing in this
section shall prevent the division, at any tine, of counties and towns
and the erection of new towns by the |egislature.

An apportionnment by the |egislature, or other body, shall be subject
to review by the suprene court, at the suit of any citizen, under such
reasonabl e regul ations as the | egislature nay prescribe; and any court
bef ore which a cause may be pendi ng invol ving an apportionnent, shal
gi ve precedence thereto over all other causes and proceedings, and if
said court be not in session it shall convene pronptly for the
di sposition of the sane. The court shall render its decision within
sixty days after a petition is filed. In any judicial proceeding



relating to redistricting of congressional or state |egislative
districts, any |aw establishing congressional or state |egislative
districts found to violate the provisions of this article shall be
invalid in whole or in part. In the event that a court finds such a
violation, the |legislature shall have a full and reasonable opportunity
to correct the law s legal infirmties.



