8 4. The policy of the state shall be to conserve and protect its
nat ural resources and scenic beauty and encourage the devel opnent and
i mprovenent of its agricultural lands for the production of food and
ot her agricultural products. The legislature, in inplenenting this
policy, shall include adequate provision for the abatenment of air and
wat er pollution and of excessive and unnecessary noi se, the protection
of agricultural Iands, wetlands and shorelines, and the devel opnent and
regul ati on of water resources. The |egislature shall further provide for
the acquisition of |ands and waters, including inprovenents thereon and
any interest therein, outside the forest preserve counties, and the
dedi cati on of properties so acquired or now owned, which because of
their natural beauty, wlderness character, or geol ogical, ecological or
hi storical significance, shall be preserved and adm nistered for the use
and enjoynment of the people. Properties so dedicated shall constitute
the state nature and historical preserve and they shall not be taken or
ot herwi se di sposed of except by | aw enacted by two successive regul ar
sessions of the |egislature.



