ARTI CLE XI V
Conservati on

Section 1. The lands of the state, now owned or hereafter acquired,
constituting the forest preserve as now fixed by law, shall be forever
kept as wild forest |ands. They shall not be |eased, sold or exchanged,
or be taken by any corporation, public or private, nor shall the tinber
t hereon be sold, renoved or destroyed. Nothing herein contained shal
prevent the state from constructing, conpleting and mai ntaini ng any
hi ghway heretofore specifically authorized by constitutional anendnent,
nor fromconstructing and nmaintaining to federal standards federal aid
interstate highway route five hundred two froma point in the vicinity
of the city of dens Falls, thence northerly to the vicinity of the
vill ages of Lake George and Warrensburg, the ham ets of South Horicon
and Pottersville and thence northerly in a generally straight line on
the west side of Schroon Lake to the vicinity of the ham et of Schroon,
then continuing northerly to the vicinity of Schroon Falls, Schroon
Ri ver and North Hudson, and to the east of Makom s Muntain, east of the
ham et of New Russia, east of the village of Elizabethtown and
continuing northerly in the vicinity of the ham et of Towers Forge, and
east of Poke-O Moonshi ne Mountain and continuing northerly to the
vicinity of the village of Keeseville and the city of Plattsburgh, al
of the aforesaid taking not to exceed a total of three hundred acres of
state forest preserve land, nor from constructi ng and mai ntai ni ng not
nore than twenty-five mles of ski trails thirty to two hundred feet
wi de, together with appurtenances thereto, provided that no nore than
five mles of such trails shall be in excess of one hundred twenty feet
wi de, on the north, east and northwest slopes of Wiiteface Mountain in
Essex county, nor from constructing and nai ntaining not nore than
twenty-five mles of ski trails thirty to two hundred feet wi de,

t oget her with appurtenances thereto, provided that no nore than two
mles of such trails shall be in excess of one hundred twenty feet w de,
on the slopes of Belleayre Mountain in U ster and Del aware counti es and
not nore than forty mles of ski trails thirty to two hundred feet w de,
toget her with appurtenances thereto, provided that no nore than eight
mles of such trails shall be in excess of one hundred twenty feet w de,
on the slopes of Gore and Pete Gay nountains in Warren county, nor from



rel ocating, reconstructing and naintaining a total of not nore than
fifty mles of existing state highways for the purpose of elimnating

t he hazards of dangerous curves and grades, provided a total of no nore
than four hundred acres of forest preserve |and shall be used for such
pur pose and that no single relocated portion of any highway shall exceed
one mile in length. Notw thstanding the foregoing provisions, the state
may convey to the village of Saranac Lake ten acres of forest preserve

| and adj acent to the boundaries of such village for public use in

provi ding for refuse disposal and in exchange therefore the village of
Sar anac Lake shall convey to the state thirty acres of certain true
forest |and owned by such village on Roaring Brook in the northern half
of Lot 113, Township 11, Richards Survey. Notw thstandi ng the foregoing
provi sions, the state nay convey to the town of Arietta twenty-eight
acres of forest preserve land within such town for public use in

provi ding for the extension of the runway and | anding strip of the

Pi seco airport and in exchange therefor the town of Arietta shall convey
to the state thirty acres of certain | and owned by such town in the town
of Arietta. Notwi thstanding the foregoing provisions and subject to

| egi sl ative approval of the tracts to be exchanged prior to the actual
transfer of title, the state, in order to consolidate its |and hol di ngs
for better managenent, nay convey to International Paper Conpany

approxi mately eight thousand five hundred acres of forest preserve | and
| ocated in townships two and three of Totten and Crossfield Purchase and
townshi p nine of the Mbose R ver Tract, Hamilton county, and in exchange
therefore International Paper Conpany shall convey to the state for

i ncorporation into the forest preserve approxi nately the sane nunber of
acres of land |ocated within such townshi ps and such County on condition
that the legislature shall determ ne that the |lands to be received by
the state are at |east equal in value to the lands to be conveyed by the
state. Notw t hstanding the foregoing provisions and subject to

| egi sl ative approval of the tracts to be exchanged prior to the actual
transfer of title and the conditions herein set forth, the state, in
order to facilitate the preservation of historic buildings listed on the
national register of historic places by rejoining an historic grouping
of buil dings under unitary ownership and stewardship, nay convey to
Saganore Institute Inc., a not-for-profit educational organization,
approximately ten acres of |and and buil di ngs thereon adjoi ning the real



property of the Saganore Institute, Inc. and | ocated on Saganore Road,
near Raquette Lake Village, in the Town of Long Lake, county of

Ham [ ton, and in exchange therefor; Saganore Institute, Inc. shal
convey to the state for incorporation into the forest preserve
approximately two hundred acres of wild forest land |ocated within the
Adi rondack Park on condition that the |egislature shall detern ne that
the lands to be received by the state are at | east equal in value to the
| ands and buil dings to be conveyed by the state and that the natural and
hi storic character of the | ands and buil di ngs conveyed by the state wl|
be secured by appropriate covenants and restrictions and that the | ands
and buil di ngs conveyed by the state will reasonably be avail able for
public visits according to agreenent between Saganore Institute, Inc.
and the state. Notw thstandi ng the foregoi ng provisions the state my
convey to the town of Arietta fifty acres of forest preserve land within
such town for public use in providing for the extension of the runway
and landing strip of the Piseco airport and providing for the

mai nt enance of a clear zone around such runway, and in exchange
therefor, the town of Arietta shall convey to the state fifty-three
acres of true forest land located in lot 2 township 2 Totten and
Crossfield s Purchase in the towmn of Lake Pl easant.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions and subject to |legislative
approval prior to actual transfer of title, the state may convey to the
town of Keene, Essex county, for public use as a cenetery owned by such
town, approximtely twelve acres of forest preserve land within such
town and, in exchange therefor, the town of Keene shall convey to the
state for incorporation into the forest preserve approxi nately one
hundred forty-four acres of |and, together with an easenent over |and
owned by such town including the riverbed adjacent to the Iand to be
conveyed to the state that will restrict further devel opnent of such
| and, on condition that the | egislature shall determ ne that the
property to be received by the state is at |least equal in value to the
| and to be conveyed by the state.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions and subject to |egislative
approval prior to actual transfer of title, because there is no viable
alternative to using forest preserve lands for the siting of drinking



wat er wel |l s and necessary appurtenances and because such wells are
necessary to neet drinking water quality standards, the state may convey
to the town of Long Lake, Hamilton county, one acre of forest preserve

| and within such town for public use as the site of such drinking water
wel I s and necessary appurtenances for the nmunicipal water supply for the
ham et of Raquette Lake. In exchange therefor, the town of Long Lake
shall convey to the state at | east twelve acres of land located in
Ham [ ton county for incorporation into the forest preserve that the

| egi slature shall determine is at least equal in value to the land to be
conveyed by the state. The Raquette Lake surface reservoir shall be
abandoned as a drinking water supply source.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions and subject to |legislative
approval prior to actual transfer of title, the state nay convey to
National Gid up to six acres adjoining State Route 56 in St. Law ence
County where it passes through Forest Preserve in Township 5, Lots 1, 2,
5 and 6 that is necessary and appropriate for National Gid to construct
a new 46kV power line and in exchange therefore National Gid shall
convey to the state for incorporation into the forest preserve at |east
10 acres of forest |land owned by National Gid in St. Lawence county,
on condition that the legislature shall determi ne that the property to
be received by the state is at |east equal in value to the | and conveyed
by the state.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions, the |egislature my
aut horize the settlenment, according to terns determ ned by the
| egi slature, of title disputes in towship forty, Totten and Crossfield
purchase in the town of Long Lake, Ham Iton county, to resolve
| ongst andi ng and conpeting clains of title between the state and private
parties in said township, provided that prior to, and as a condition of
such settlenment, |and purchased wi thout the use of state-appropriated
funds, and suitable for incorporation in the forest preserve within the
Adi rondack park, shall be conveyed to the state on the condition that
the |l egislature shall determ ne that the property to be conveyed to the
state shall provide a net benefit to the forest preserve as conpared to
the township forty | ands subject to such settlenent.



Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions, the state may authorize NYCO
Mnerals, Inc. to engage in mneral sanpling operations, solely at its
expense, to determne the quantity and quality of wollastonite on
approxi mately 200 acres of forest preserve |land contained in |ot 8,
Stowers survey, town of Lewis, Essex county provided that NYCO M neral s,
Inc. shall provide the data and information derived fromsuch drilling
to the state for appraisal purposes. Subject to |egislative approval of
the tracts to be exchanged prior to the actual transfer of title, the
state may subsequently convey said lot 8 to NYCO Mnerals, Inc., and, in
exchange therefor, NYCO Mnerals, Inc. shall convey to the state for
i ncorporation into the forest preserve not |ess than the sane nunber of
acres of land, on condition that the legislature shall determ ne that
the lands to be received by the state are equal to or greater than the
value of the land to be conveyed by the state and on condition that the
assessed value of the land to be conveyed to the state shall total not
| ess than one mllion dollars. Wien NYCO Mnerals, Inc. term nates al
m ning operations on such ot 8 it shall renediate the site and convey
title to such lot back to the state of New York for inclusion in the
forest preserve. In the event that lot 8 is not conveyed to NYCO
M nerals, Inc. pursuant to this paragraph, NYCO M nerals, Inc.
nevert hel ess shall convey to the state for incorporation into the forest
preserve not |ess than the sane nunber of acres of land that is
di sturbed by any mneral sanpling operations conducted on said |ot 8
pursuant to this paragraph on condition that the |egislature shal
determ ne that the lands to be received by the state are equal to or
greater than the value of the | ands di sturbed by the mneral sanpling
oper ati ons.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions and subject to |legislative
approval prior to actual transfer of title, a total of no nore than two
hundred fifty acres of forest preserve |and shall be used for the
establishment of a health and safety |and account. Were no viable
alternative exists and other criteria devel oped by the legislature are
satisfied, a town, village or county may apply, pursuant to a process
determ ned by the legislature, to the health and safety | and account for
projects |limted to: address bridge hazards or safety on county
hi ghways, and town hi ghways |isted on the | ocal highway inventory



mai nt ai ned by the departnent of transportation, dedicated, and in

exi stence on January first, two thousand fifteen, and annually pl owed
and regul arly naintained; elimnation of the hazards of dangerous curves
and grades on county hi ghways, and town hi ghways |isted on the | ocal

hi ghway i nventory mai ntai ned by the departnent of transportation,

dedi cated, and in existence on January first, two thousand fifteen, and
annual |y plowed and regul arly maintained; relocation and reconstruction
and mai nt enance of county hi ghways, and town hi ghways |isted on the

| ocal hi ghway inventory naintained by the departnment of transportation,
dedi cated, and in existence on January first, two thousand fifteen and
annual ly plowed and regul arly maintai ned, provided further that no
single relocated portion of any such highway shall exceed one mle in

| engt h; and water wells and necessary appurtenances when such wells are
necessary to neet drinking water quality standards and are | ocated
within five hundred thirty feet of state hi ghways, county hi ghways, and
town hi ghways |isted on the |ocal highway inventory naintai ned by the
departnment of transportation, dedicated, and in exi stence on January
first, two thousand fifteen, and annually plowed and regularly

mai ntai ned. As a condition of the creation of such health and safety

| and account the state shall acquire two hundred fifty acres of |and for
i ncorporation into the forest preserve, on condition that the

| egi sl ature shall approve such |ands to be added to the forest preserve.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions, the construction, operation,
and mai ntenance to international standards for Nordic skiing and
biathlon trails that will accommbdate gl obal conpetitions, training, and
events, totaling not nore than three hundred twenty-three acres of
trails and appurtenances thereto, is authorized on one thousand
thirty-nine acres of forest preserve |ands at the Munt Van Hoevenberg
A ynpic Sports Conplex in the town of North Elba in Essex county, and as
an offset thereto the state nust acquire for incorporation into the
forest preserve at |east two thousand five hundred acres of forest |and
for inclusion in the forest preserve in the Adirondack Park on condition
that the legislature shall determ ne that such | ands are equal to or
greater in val ue.



