* THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
ARTI CLE |
Bill of R ghts

Sec.

1. Rights, privileges and franchi se secured; uncontested primry

el ections.

2. Trial by jury; how waived.

3. Freedom of worship; religious liberty.

4. Habeas cor pus.

5. Bail; fines; punishnments; detention of w tnesses.

6. Grand jury; waiver of indictnment; right to counsel; inform ng

accused; double jeopardy; self-incrimnation; waiver of
i munity by public officers; due process of |aw
7. Just conpensation for taking private property; private roads;
drai nage of agricultural |ands.
8. Freedom of speech and press; crimnal prosecutions for |ibel.
9. Right to assenble and petition; divorce; lotteries;
pool -sel ling and ganbling; laws to prevent; certain state
operated | otteries authorized; pari-nutuel betting on horse
races, and bingo or lotto permtted.
10. (Repeal ed.)
11. Equal protection of laws; discrimnation in civil rights
pr ohi bi t ed.
12. Security agai nst unreasonabl e searches, seizures and
i nt erceptions.
13. (Repeal ed.)
14. Common | aw and acts of the state |egislatures.
15. (Repeal ed.)
16. Dammges for injuries causing death.
17. Labor not a commodity; hours and wages in public work; right to
organi ze and bargain collectively.
18. Workers' conpensati on.
19. Environnental rights.
ARTI CLE |
Suf f rage
Sec.
1. Qualifications of voters.
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Sec.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

oo

Absent ee voti ng.
Persons excluded fromthe right of suffrage.
Certain occupations and conditions not to affect residence.
Regi stration and el ection | aws to be passed.
Per manent registration.
Manner of voting; identification of voters.
Bi -partisan registration and el ecti on boards.
Entitlenent to vote for presidential electors.
ARTI CLE 111
Legi sl ature

Legi sl ative power.

Nunber and ternms of senators and assenbly nenbers.

Senate districts.

Readj ust ments and reapportionnents; when federal census to
control .

Apportionnment of assenbly nenbers; creation of assenbly
districts.

Definition of inhabitants for purpose of apportioning.

An i ndependent redistricting comm ssion established.

Compensati on, allowances and travel i ng expenses of nenbers.

Menbers; qualifications; not to receive certain civil
appoi ntments; acceptance to vacate seat.

Time of elections of nenbers.

Power s of each house.

Jour nal s; open sessions; adjournnents.

Menbers not to be questioned for speeches.

Bills may originate in either house; nmay be anended by the

ot her.

Enacting clause of bills; no law to be enacted except by
bill.

Manner of passing bills; nmessage of necessity for inmediate
vot e.

Private or local bills to enbrace only one subject to be
expressed in title.

Exi sting | aw not to be made applicable by reference.

Cases in which private or local bills shall not be passed.



18.

19.

20.
21.

22.
23.

24.
25.

Sec.

Sec.
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Extraordi nary sessions of the |egislature; power to convene
on legislative initiative.
Private clainms not to be audited by |egislature; clains
barred by | apse of tine.
Two-thirds bills.
Certain sections not to apply to bills recomended by certain
commi ssi oners or public agencies.
Tax laws to state tax and object distinctly; exception.
When yeas and nays necessary; three-fifths to constitute
quor um
Prison | abor; contract system abolished.
Continuity of state and | ocal governnental operations in
peri ods of energency.
ARTI CLE |V
Executive

Executive power; election and terns of governor and
| i eut enant - gover nor.

Qual i fications of governor and |ieutenant-governor.

Powers and duties of governor; conpensation.
Repri eves, conmutations and pardons; powers and duties of
governor relating to grants of.

When | i eut enant-governor to act as governor.

Qualifications, duties and conpensati on of |ieutenant-governor;
succession to the governorship.

Action by governor on legislative bills; reconsideration after

vet 0.
Departnental rules and regul ations; filing; publication.
ARTI CLE V
Oficers and Cvil Departnents

Conmptroller and attorney-general, election, qualifications and
duties; paynment of state noneys w thout audit void.
Cvil departnents in state governnent.

Assi gnnent of functions; nunber of departnents may be reduced.

Depart nment heads.
(Repeal ed.)



6. Civil service appointnments and pronotions; veterans'
preferences and credits.

7. Menbership in retirenent systens; benefits not to be di m nished
nor i npaired.

ARTI CLE VI
Judi ci ary
Sec.

1. Unified court systemfor state established; organization;
courts of record; service and execution of process.

2. Court of appeal s and judges thereof; designation of suprene
court justices to serve tenporarily; judicial nomnating
comm ssion; filling of vacancies by appointnent;
confirmation of appointnents.

3. Court of appeals; jurisdiction.

4, Judi ci al departnents; appellate divisions of suprene court
and justices thereof; tenporary designation of additional
justices; transfer of appeals; jurisdiction.

5. Appeal s fromjudgnent or order; power of appellate court;
transfer of appeals taken to unauthorized appellate court.

6. Judicial districts; conposition; supreme court continued,
justices of supreme court.

7. Jurisdiction of suprene court; new classes of actions.

8. Appel | ate ternms of suprenme court; conposition and
jurisdiction.

9. Court of clainms continued; judges; jurisdiction.

10. County court continued; judges.

11. County court; jurisdiction; separate divisions.

12. Surrogate's court continued; judges; jurisdiction.

13. Fam |y court established; composition; election and
appoi nt ment of judges; jurisdiction.

14. Combi nation of certain judicial offices.

15. New York city; city-wi de courts established; nerger; judges;
jurisdiction.

16. District courts; establishment; jurisdiction; judges; Nassau
county district court continued.

17. Town, village and city courts; jurisdiction; regulation;

j udges.



18.

19.
20.
21.
22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.
32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

36- a.

36-cC.
37.

Sec.

Trial by jury; trial without a jury; clains against the
state.

Transfer of actions and proceedi ngs.

Judicial office, qualifications and restrictions.

Vacanci es; how fill ed.

Comm ssion on judicial conduct; nenbership; organization and
procedure; review by court of appeals; discipline of
j udges.

Renoval of certain judges and justices, by |legislature; by
senate on reconmendati on of governor.

Court for the trial of inpeachnents.

Conmpensation and retirenent of certain judges and justices.

Tenporary assignments of justices or judges to other courts.

Suprene court; extraordinary ternmns.

Adm ni strative supervision of the courts.

Al'l ocation of cost of maintenance and operation of courts;
determ nation of annual financial needs of the courts.

Regul ation of jurisdiction, practice and procedure of the
courts.

Peacenmakers and ot her Indian courts continued.

Saf eguardi ng religion of children under jurisdiction of
court.

Existing laws to continue in force; legislature to inplenent
article.

Det erm nati on of pending appeal s, actions and proceedi ngs;
terms of judges and justices now in office.

Abolition of certain courts; disposal of records; transfer of
j udges, justices, court personnel and pendi ng actions and
proceedi ngs.

Di sposal of appeals, actions and proceedi ngs.

Effective date of certain anmendnments to articles VI and VII.

Effective date of certain anendnments to article VI, sec. 22.

Effective date of article.

ARTI CLE VI |
St at e Fi nances

1. Estimates by departnents, the legislature and the judiciary of



needed appropriations; hearings.

Executive budget.

Budget bills; appearances before | egislature.

Action on budget bills by |egislature; effect thereof.

Restrictions on consideration of other appropriations.

Restrictions on content of appropriation bills.

Appropriation bills.

G ft or loan of state credit or noney prohibited; exceptions

for enunerated purposes.
9. Short termstate debts in anticipation of taxes, revenues and
proceeds of sale of authorized bonds.

10. State debts on account of invasion, insurrection, war and
forest fires.

11. State debts generally; manner of contracting; referendum

12. State debts generally; how paid; restrictions on use of bond
proceeds.

13. Refund of state debts.

14. State debt for elimnation of railroad crossings at grade;
expenses; how borne; construction and reconstruction of state
hi ghways and par kways.

15. Sinking funds; how kept and invested; incone therefrom and
application thereof.

16. Paynent of state debts; when conptroller to pay w thout
appropri ation.

17. Authorizing the legislature to establish a fund or funds for
tax revenue stabilization reserves; regulating paynents
thereto and withdrawal s therefrom
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18. Bonus on account of service of certain veterans in world war
1.
19. State debt for expansion of state university.
ARTI CLE VI I']
Local Finances

Sec.
1. G ft or loan or credit of |ocal subdivisions prohibited,
exceptions for enunerated purposes.
2. Restrictions on indebtedness of |ocal subdivisions;

contracting and paynent of |ocal indebtedness; exceptions.



2-a.

10.

10- a.

11.

12.

Sec.

Sec.

Local i ndebtedness

drai nage facilities and purposes;
i ndebt edness.

excl usi ons of

for water supply, sewage di sposal and

al | ocati ons and

Restrictions on creation and i ndebt edness of certain

cor porations.
Limtations on | ocal

Ascertai nment of debt-incurring power of counties,

towns and vill ages;
Debt -i ncurring power

certain additional
Debt -i ncurring power

i ndebt edness to be

i ndebt edness.

cities,
certain indebtedness to be excl uded.
of Buffalo, Rochester and Syracuse;

i ndebt edness to be excl uded.

of New York city; certain additional
excl uded.

Debt-incurring power of New York city; certain indebtedness
for railroads and transit purposes to be excl uded.

| ndebt edness not to be invalidated by operation of this
article.

When debt-incurring power of certain counties shal

Limtations on anount to be raised by real estate taxes for

exceptions.

revenues fromcertain public

cease.

| ocal purposes;

Application and use of
| mprovenents.

Taxes for certain capital expenditures to be excluded from
tax limtation.

Furt her

i ndebt edness.

limtations on | ocal powers of taxation and
ARTI CLE | X
Local CGovernnents

Bill of rights for |ocal governnents.
Powers and duties of |egislature; honme rule powers of

governnents; statute of |ocal governnents.
Existing laws to remai n applicable; construction;
ARTI CLE X

Cor por ati ons

| ocal

definitions.

Cor porations; formation of.
Dues of corporations.



Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Savi ngs bank charters; restrictions on trustees; special
charters not to be granted.
Corporations; definition; right to sue and be sued.
Public corporations; restrictions on creation and powers;
accounts; obligations
Liability of state for paynent of bonds of public corporation
to construct state thruways; use of state canal |ands and
properties.
Liability of state for paynment of obligations of port of New
York authority for purchase of railroad passenger equi pnent.
Liability of state for paynment of obligations of public
corporation issued to finance new industrial or manufacturing
plants in depressed areas.
ARTI CLE XI
Educat i on

Conmon school s.
Regents of the University.
Use of public property or noney in aid of denom nati onal
school s prohibited; transportation of children authorized.
ARTI CLE XI |
Def ense

Def ense of state; organized mlitia.
ARTI CLE XI I |
Public O ficers

Cath of office; no other test for public office.

Duration of termof office.

Vacancies in office; how filled.

Political year and legislative term

Renoval from office for m sconduct.

When office to be deened vacant; |egislature may decl are.
Compensati on of officers.

El ection and termof city and certain county officers.

-12. There are no sections 9-12.

Law enforcenent and ot her officers.



14. Legi sl ature may regul ate wages, hours, etc. of public
enpl oyees and of persons enployed on public contracts.
ARTI CLE Xl V
Conservati on
Sec.
1. Forest preserve to be forever kept wild; certain uses and
exceptions authori zed.
2. Reservoirs.
3. Forest and wild |life conservation; use or disposition of
certain forest preserve |ands authorized.
4. Protection of natural resources and the devel opnent of
agricultural |ands.
5. Violations of article; how restrained.
6. Enacted w thout section headi ng.
ARTI CLE XV
Canal s
Sec.
1. Disposition of canals and canal properties prohibited.
2. Prohibition inapplicable to | ands and properties no | onger
useful ; disposition authorized.
3. No tolls to be inposed; contracts for work and materials; no
extra conpensati on.
4. Lease or transfer of barge canal to federal governnent
aut hori zed.

ARTI CLE XVI
Taxati on
Sec.
1. Power of taxation; exenptions fromtaxation.
2. Assessnents for taxation purposes.
3. Situs of intangible personal property; taxation of.
4. Certain corporations not to be discrimnated agai nst.
5. Conpensation of public officers and enpl oyees subject to

t axation.
6. Municipal redevel opnment projects; allocation of real property
t axes therefor.
ARTI CLE XVI |
Soci al Welfare



Sec.
Public relief and care.
State board of social welfare; powers and duties.
Publ i c heal th.
Care and treatnent of persons suffering fromnental disorder or
defect; visitation of institutions for.
5. Institutions for detention of crimnals; probation; parole;
state conmm ssion of correction.
6. Visitation and inspection.
7. Loan of public funds for hospital facilities.
ARTI CLE XVI 11
Housi ng
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Sec.

1. Housing and nursing home accommobdations for persons of |ow
i nconme; sl um cl earance.

2. ldem powers of legislature in aid of.

3. Article VII to apply to state debts under this article, with
certain exceptions; anortization of state debts; capital and
periodi ¢ subsi di es.

4. Powers of cities, towns and villages to contract indebtedness
in aid of low rent housing and slum cl earance projects;
restrictions thereon.

5. Liability for certain | oans made by the state to certain public
cor porati ons.

6. Loans and subsidies; restrictions on and preference in
occupancy of projects.

7. Liability arising fromguarantees to be deened i ndebt edness;
nmet hod of conputing.

8. Excess condemmati on.

9. Acquisition of property for purposes of article.

10. Power of |egislature; construction of article.
ARTI CLE XI X
Anmendnents to Constitution
Sec.

1. Anendnents to constitution; how proposed, voted upon and
ratified; failure of attorney-general to render opinion not
to affect validity.



2.

3.

Sec.
1.

Future constitutional conventions; how called; election of
del egat es; conpensati on; quoruny subm ssion of anmendnents;
of ficers; enployees; rules; vacanci es.

Amendmnent s si nmul t aneously submitted by convention and
| egi sl ature.

ARTI CLE XX
When to Take Effect

Time of taking effect.

* Schedul e supplied by the Legislative Bill Drafting Comm ssion

THE CONSTI TUTI ON

We The People of the State of New York, grateful to Alm ghty God for
our Freedom in order to secure its blessings, DO ESTABLISH TH S

CONSTI TUTI ON.
ARTI CLE |
Bill of R ghts
Sec.
1. Rights, privileges and franchi se secured; uncontested primry
el ections.
2. Trial by jury; how waived.
3. Freedom of worship; religious liberty.
4. Habeas cor pus.
5. Bail; fines; punishnments; detention of w tnesses.
6. Grand jury; waiver of indictnment; right to counsel; inform ng
accused; doubl e jeopardy; self-incrimnation; waiver of
i munity by public officers; due process of |aw
7. Just conpensation for taking private property; private roads;
drai nage of agricultural | ands.
8. Freedom of speech and press; crimnal prosecutions for |ibel.
9. Right to assenble and petition; divorce; lotteries;

pool -sel ling and ganbling; laws to prevent; certain state
operated | otteries authorized; pari-nutuel betting on horse
races, and bingo or lotto permtted.



10. (Repeal ed.)

11. Equal protection of laws; discrimnation in civil rights
pr ohi bi t ed.

12. Security agai nst unreasonabl e searches, seizures and
i nterceptions.

13. (Repeal ed.)

14. Common | aw and acts of the state |egislatures.

15. (Repeal ed.)

16. Damages for injuries causing death.

17. Labor not a commodity; hours and wages in public work; right to
organi ze and bargain collectively.

18. Workers' conpensati on.

19. Environnental rights.

ARTI CLE |
Bill of R ghts

Section 1. No nenber of this state shall be disfranchised, or deprived
of any of the rights or privileges secured to any citizen thereof,
unl ess by the law of the land, or the judgnent of his or her peers,
except that the legislature may provide that there shall be no primary
el ection held to nom nate candi dates for public office or to el ect
persons to party positions for any political party or parties in any
unit of representation of the state fromwhich such candi dates or
persons are nom nated or el ected whenever there is no contest or
contests for such nom nations or election as nay be prescribed by
general | aw.

§ 2. Trial by jury in all cases in which it has heretofore been
guaranteed by constitutional provision shall renmain inviolate forever;
but a jury trial may be waived by the parties in all civil cases in the
manner to be prescribed by |law. The | egislature nay provi de, however, by
law, that a verdict nay be rendered by not |ess than five-sixths of the
jury in any civil case. Ajury trial may be waived by the defendant in
all crimnal cases, except those in which the crine charged nay be



puni shabl e by death, by a witten instrunent signed by the defendant in
person in open court before and with the approval of a judge or justice
of a court having jurisdiction to try the offense. The | egislature nay
enact |aws, not inconsistent herewith, governing the form content,
manner and tine of presentation of the instrunment effectuating such

wai ver .

8§ 3. The free exercise and enjoynent of religious profession and
wor shi p, without discrimnation or preference, shall forever be all owed
in this state to all humanki nd; and no person shall be rendered
i nconpetent to be a witness on account of his or her opinions on matters
of religious belief; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shal
not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify
practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of this state.

8 4. The privilege of a wit or order of habeas corpus shall not be
suspended, unless, in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety
requires it.

8§ 5. Excessive bail shall not be required nor excessive fines inposed,
nor shall cruel and unusual punishnments be inflicted, nor shal
W t nesses be unreasonably det ai ned.

8 6. No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherw se
i nfanous crinme (except in cases of inpeachnent, and in cases of mlitia
when in actual service, and the land, air and naval forces in time of
war, or which this state may keep with the consent of congress in tine
of peace, and in cases of petit |arceny under the regulation of the
| egi slature), unless on indictnment of a grand jury, except that a person
held for the action of a grand jury upon a charge for such an offense,
ot her than one puni shable by death or life inprisonnment, with the
consent of the district attorney, nay waive indictment by a grand jury
and consent to be prosecuted on an information filed by the district



attorney; such waiver shall be evidenced by witten instrunent signed by
t he defendant in open court in the presence of his or her counsel. In
any trial in any court whatever the party accused shall be allowed to
appear and defend in person and with counsel as in civil actions and
shal |l be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation and be
confronted with the wi tnesses against himor her. No person shall be
subject to be twice put in jeopardy for the sanme of fense; nor shall he
or she be conpelled in any crimnal case to be a witness agai nst hinself
or herself, providing, that any public officer who, upon being called
before a grand jury to testify concerning the conduct of his or her
present office or of any public office held by himor her within five
years prior to such grand jury call to testify, or the perfornmance of
his or her official duties in any such present or prior offices, refuses
to sign a waiver of inmunity against subsequent crimnal prosecution, or
to answer any rel evant question concerning such matters before such
grand jury, shall by virtue of such refusal, be disqualified from
hol di ng any ot her public office or public enploynent for a period of
five years fromthe date of such refusal to sign a waiver of imunity
agai nst subsequent prosecution, or to answer any relevant question
concerning such matters before such grand jury, and shall be renoved
fromhis or her present office by the appropriate authority or shal
forfeit his or her present office at the suit of the attorney-general.

The power of grand juries to inquire into the wilful msconduct in
of fice of public officers, and to find indictnents or to direct the
filing of informations in connection with such inquiries, shall never be
suspended or inpaired by law. No person shall be deprived of life,
|l iberty or property w thout due process of |aw.

8§ 7. (a) Private property shall not be taken for public use w thout
j ust conpensati on.

(c) Private roads nay be opened in the manner to be prescribed by |aw,
but in every case the necessity of the road and the anount of all danage
to be sustained by the opening thereof shall be first determ ned by a
jury of freeholders, and such anount, together with the expenses of the
proceedi ngs, shall be paid by the person to be benefited.



(d) The use of property for the drai nage of swanp or agricultura
| ands is declared to be a public use, and general |aws nay be passed
permtting the owners or occupants of swanp or agricultural lands to
construct and naintain for the drai nage thereof, necessary drains,
ditches and dykes upon the | ands of others, under proper restrictions,
on nmaki ng just conpensation, and such conpensation together with the
cost of such drainage may be assessed, wholly or partly, against any
property benefited thereby; but no special |laws shall be enacted for
such purposes.

8§ 8. Every citizen may freely speak, wite and publish his or her
sentinments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that
right; and no | aw shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of
speech or of the press. In all crimnal prosecutions or indictnments for
libels, the truth may be given in evidence to the jury; and if it shal
appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous is true, and was
publ i shed with good notives and for justifiable ends, the party shall be
acquitted; and the jury shall have the right to determ ne the | aw and
the fact.

8 9. 1. No |aw shall be passed abridging the rights of the people
peaceably to assenble and to petition the governnent, or any departnent
t hereof ; nor shall any divorce be granted ot herw se than by due judici al
proceedi ngs; except as hereinafter provided, no lottery or the sale of
lottery tickets, pool-selling, book-making, or any other kind of
ganbl i ng, except lotteries operated by the state and the sale of lottery
tickets in connection therewith as may be authorized and prescribed by
the |l egislature, the net proceeds of which shall be applied exclusively
to or in aid or support of education in this state as the |legislature
may prescribe, except pari-nutuel betting on horse races as may be
prescri bed by the | egislature and fromwhich the state shall derive a
reasonabl e revenue for the support of governnent, and except casino
ganbling at no nore than seven facilities as authorized and prescri bed
by the | egislature shall hereafter be authorized or allowed within this
state; and the |egislature shall pass appropriate |laws to prevent



of fenses agai nst any of the provisions of this section.

2. Notwi thstandi ng the foregoing provisions of this section, any city,
town or village within the state may by an approvi ng vote of the
majority of the qualified electors in such nmunicipality voting on a
proposition therefor submtted at a general or special election
aut hori ze, subject to state |egislative supervision and control, the
conduct of one or both of the foll ow ng categories of ganes of chance
comonly known as: (a) bingo or lotto, in which prizes are awarded on
the basis of designated nunbers or synbols on a card conformng to
nunbers or synbols selected at random (b) ganmes in which prizes are
awar ded on the basis of a wi nning nunber or nunbers, color or colors, or
synbol or synbols determ ned by chance from anong those previously
sel ected or played, whether determned as the result of the spinning of
a wheel, a drawing or otherwi se by chance. If authorized, such ganes
shall be subject to the following restrictions, anong others which nay
be prescribed by the legislature: (1) only bona fide religious,
charitable or non-profit organi zations of veterans, vol unteer
firefighter and simlar non-profit organizations shall be permtted to
conduct such ganes; (2) the entire net proceeds of any ganme shall be
exclusively devoted to the | awful purposes of such organizations; (3) no
person except a bona fide nmenber of any such organi zation shal
participate in the managenent or operation of such gane; and (4) no
person shall receive any renmuneration for participating in the
managenent or operation of any such gane. Unl ess ot herw se provi ded by
|l aw, no single prize shall exceed two hundred fifty dollars, nor shal
any series of prizes on one occasion aggregate nore than one thousand
dollars. The legislature shall pass appropriate laws to effectuate the
pur poses of this subdivision, ensure that such ganes are rigidly
regul ated to prevent comercialized ganbling, prevent participation by
crimnal and other undesirable elenents and the diversion of funds from
t he purposes authorized hereunder and establish a nethod by which a
muni ci pal ity which has authorized such ganmes may rescind or revoke such
aut hori zation. Unless pernmitted by the |legislature, no municipality
shall have the power to pass local |laws or ordinances relating to such
ganmes. Nothing in this section shall prevent the |egislature from
passing |laws nore restrictive than any of the provisions of this



secti on.

8§ 11. a. No person shall be denied the equal protection of the |aws of
this state or any subdivision thereof. No person shall, because of race,
color, ethnicity, national origin, age, disability, creed, religion, or
sex, including sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression,
pregnancy, pregnancy outcones, and reproductive heal thcare and aut onony,
be subjected to any discrimnation in their civil rights by any other
person or by any firm corporation, or institution, or by the state or
any agency or subdivision of the state, pursuant to |aw.

b. Nothing in this section shall invalidate or prevent the adoption of
any law, regulation, program or practice that is designed to prevent or
di smantl e discrimnation on the basis of a characteristic listed in this
section, nor shall any characteristic listed in this section be
interpreted to interfere with, limt, or deny the civil rights of any
person based upon any other characteristic identified in this section.

8§ 12. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers and effects, against unreasonabl e searches and sei zures, shal
not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probabl e cause,
supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place
to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

The right of the people to be secure agai nst unreasonabl e interception
of tel ephone and tel egraph comuni cations shall not be violated, and ex
parte orders or warrants shall issue only upon oath or affirmation that
there is reasonable ground to believe that evidence of crinme may be thus
obtai ned, and identifying the particular neans of conmmunication, and
particul arly describing the person or persons whose comruni cations are
to be intercepted and the purpose thereof.

8 14. Such parts of the common |aw, and of the acts of the |egislature
of the colony of New York, as together did formthe |law of the said



col ony, on the nineteenth day of April, one thousand seven hundred
seventy-five, and the resolutions of the congress of the said col ony,
and of the convention of the State of New York, in force on the
twentieth day of April, one thousand seven hundred seventy-seven, which
have not since expired, or been repealed or altered; and such acts of
the legislature of this state as are now in force, shall be and continue
the law of this state, subject to such alterations as the |egislature
shal | make concerning the sane. But all such parts of the common | aw,
and such of the said acts, or parts thereof, as are repugnant to this
constitution, are hereby abrogated.

8§ 16. The right of action now existing to recover damages for injuries
resulting in death, shall never be abrogated; and the anount recoverable
shall not be subject to any statutory limtation

§ 17. Labor of human beings is not a commodity nor an article of
commerce and shall never be so considered or construed.

No | aborer, worker or nechanic, in the enploy of a contractor or
sub-contractor engaged in the perfornmance of any public work, shall be
permtted to work nore than eight hours in any day or nore than five
days in any week, except in cases of extraordinary energency; nor shal
he or she be paid |l ess than the rate of wages prevailing in the sane
trade or occupation in the locality within the state where such public
work is to be situated, erected or used.

Enpl oyees shall have the right to organize and to bargain collectively
t hrough representatives of their own choosing.

8§ 18. Nothing contained in this constitution shall be construed to
limt the power of the legislature to enact |aws for the protection of
the lives, health, or safety of enployees; or for the paynent, either by
enpl oyers, or by enpl oyers and enpl oyees or otherw se, either directly
or through a state or other system of insurance or otherw se, of



conpensation for injuries to enployees or for death of enployees
resulting fromsuch injuries without regard to fault as a cause thereof,
except where the injury is occasioned by the willful intention of the

i njured enpl oyee to bring about the injury or death of hinself or
hersel f or of another, or where the injury results solely fromthe

i ntoxication of the injured enployee while on duty; or for the

adj ustnent, determ nation and settlenent, with or without trial by jury,
of issues which nmay arise under such legislation; or to provide that the
right of such conpensation, and the renedy therefor shall be exclusive
of all other rights and renmedies for injuries to enployees or for death
resulting fromsuch injuries; or to provide that the anmount of such
conpensation for death shall not exceed a fixed or determ nable sum
provi ded that all noneys paid by an enpl oyer to his or her enpl oyees or
their |l egal representatives, by reason of the enactnent of any of the

| aws herein authorized, shall be held to be a proper charge in the cost
of operating the business of the enpl oyer.

8§ 19. Environnental rights. Each person shall have a right to clean air
and water, and a heal thful environnent.

ARTI CLE |
Suf f rage

Sec.
Qualifications of voters.
Absent ee voti ng.
Per sons excluded fromthe right of suffrage.
Certain occupations and conditions not to affect residence.
Regi stration and el ection | aws to be passed.
Per manent registration.
Manner of voting; identification of voters.
Bi -partisan registration and el ecti on boards.
Entitlenent to vote for presidential electors.
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ARTI CLE |



Suf f rage

Section 1. Every citizen shall be entitled to vote at every el ection
for all officers elected by the people and upon all questions subnitted
to the vote of the people provided that such citizen is eighteen years
of age or over and shall have been a resident of this state, and of the
county, city, or village for thirty days next preceding an el ection.

8§ 2. The legislature may, by general |aw, provide a manner in which,
and the tine and place at which, qualified voters who, on the occurrence
of any election, my be absent fromthe county of their residence or, if
residents of the city of New York, fromthe city, and qualified voters
who, on the occurrence of any election, my be unable to appear
personal ly at the polling place because of illness or physical
disability, nmay vote and for the return and canvass of their votes.

8§ 3. No person who shall receive, accept, or offer to receive, or pay,
offer or promi se to pay, contribute, offer or prom se to contribute to
anot her, to be paid or used, any noney or other valuable thing as a
conpensation or reward for the giving or withholding a vote at an
el ection, or who shall nake any prom se to influence the giving or
wi t hhol di ng any such vote, or who shall make or becone directly or
indirectly interested in any bet or wager dependi ng upon the result of
any election, shall vote at such election; and upon chall enge for such
cause, the person so chall enged, before the officers authorized for that
pur pose shall receive his or her vote, shall swear or affirm before such
officers that he or she has not received or offered, does not expect to
receive, has not paid, offered or prom sed to pay, contributed, offered
or promsed to contribute to another, to be paid or used, any noney or
ot her valuable thing as a conpensation or reward for the giving or
wi t hhol ding a vote at such el ection, and has not made any promnise to
i nfluence the giving or wthhol ding of any such vote, nor made or becone
directly or indirectly interested in any bet or wager dependi ng upon the
result of such election. The |egislature shall enact |aws excluding from
the right of suffrage all persons convicted of bribery or of any



i nfanmous cri ne.

8 4. For the purpose of voting, no person shall be deemed to have
gained or |lost a residence, by reason of his or her presence or absence,
while enployed in the service of the United States; nor while engaged in
the navigation of the waters of this state, or of the United States, or
of the high seas; nor while a student of any sem nary of |earning; nor
whi l e kept at any al nshouse, or other asylum or institution wholly or
partly supported at public expense or by charity; nor while confined in
any public prison.

8§ 5. Laws shall be made for ascertaining, by proper proofs, the
citizens who shall be entitled to the right of suffrage hereby
established, and for the registration of voters; which registration
shall be conpleted at |east ten days before each el ection. Such
regi stration shall not be required for town and vill age el ecti ons except
by express provision of |aw

8§ 6. The legislature may provide by law for a system or systens of
regi strati on whereby upon personal application a voter nay be registered
and his or her registration continued so |ong as he or she shall renain
qualified to vote froman address within the jurisdiction of the board
wi th which such voter is registered.

8§ 7. Al elections by the citizens, except for such town officers as
may by | aw be directed to be otherw se chosen, shall be by ballot, or by
such other nmethod as nay be prescribed by |aw, provided that secrecy in
voting be preserved. The |l egislature shall provide for identification of
voters through their signatures in all cases where personal registration
is required and shall also provide for the signatures, at the tine of
voting, of all persons voting in person by ballot or voting machine,
whet her or not they have registered in person, save only in cases of
illiteracy or physical disability.



8§ 8 Al laws creating, regulating or affecting boards or officers
charged with the duty of qualifying voters, or of distributing ballots
to voters, or of receiving, recording or counting votes at el ections,
shal | secure equal representation of the two political parties which, at
the general el ection next preceding that for which such boards or
officers are to serve, cast the highest and the next highest nunber of
votes. All such boards and officers shall be appointed or elected in
such manner, and upon the nom nation of such representatives of said
parties respectively, as the legislature may direct. Existing |laws on
this subject shall continue until the |egislature shall otherw se
provi de. This section shall not apply to town, or village el ections.

8§ 9. Notwi thstanding the residence requirenments inposed by section one
of this article, the legislature may, by general |aw, provide speci al
procedures whereby every person who shall have noved from anot her state
to this state or fromone county, city or village within this state to
anot her county, city or village within this state and who shall have
been an i nhabitant of this state in any event for ninety days next
precedi ng an election at which electors are to be chosen for the office
of president and vice president of the United States shall be entitled
to vote in this state solely for such electors, provided such person is
otherwise qualified to vote in this state and is not able to qualify to
vote for such electors in any other state. The | egislature may al so, by
general |aw, prescribe special procedures whereby every person who is
regi stered and would be qualified to vote in this state but for his or
her renmoval fromthis state to another state within one year next
precedi ng such election shall be entitled to vote in this state solely
for such electors, provided such person is not able to qualify to vote
for such electors in any other state.

ARTICLE 111
Legi sl ature
Sec.
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Legi sl ative power.

Nunber and terms of senators and assenbly nenbers.

Senate districts.

Readj ust ments and reapportionnents; when federal census to
control .

Apportionnment of assenbly nenbers; creation of assenbly
districts.

Definition of inhabitants for purpose of apportioning.

An i ndependent redistricting comm ssion established.

Compensati on, allowances and travel i ng expenses of nenbers.

Menbers; qualifications; not to receive certain civil
appoi ntments; acceptance to vacate seat.

Time of elections of nenbers.

Power s of each house.

Jour nal s; open sessions; adjournnents.

Menbers not to be questioned for speeches.

Bills may originate in either house; nmay be anended by the
ot her.

Enacting clause of bills; no |law to be enacted except by
bill.

Manner of passing bills; nmessage of necessity for inmediate
vot e.

Private or local bills to enbrace only one subject to be
expressed in title.

Exi sting | aw not to be made applicable by reference.

Cases in which private or local bills shall not be passed.

Extraordi nary sessions of the |egislature; power to convene
on legislative initiative.

Private clainms not to be audited by |egislature; clains
barred by | apse of tine.

Two-thirds bills.

Certain sections not to apply to bills recomrended by certain
commi ssi oners or public agencies.

Tax laws to state tax and object distinctly; exception.

When yeas and nays necessary; three-fifths to constitute
quor um

Prison | abor; contract system abolished.



25. Continuity of state and | ocal governnental operations in
peri ods of energency.

ARTI CLE |11
Legi sl ature

Section 1. The legislative power of this state shall be vested in the
senate and assenbly.

8§ 2. The senate shall consist of fifty nenbers, except as hereinafter
provi ded. The senators elected in the year one thousand ei ght hundred
and ninety-five shall hold their offices for three years, and their
successors shall be chosen for two years. The assenbly shall consist of
one hundred and fifty nmenbers. The assenbly nenbers elected in the year
one thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight, and their successors, shal
be chosen for two years.

8§ 3. The senate districts described in section three of article three
of this constitution as adopted by the people on Novenber sixth,
ei ght een hundred ni nety-four are hereby continued for all of the
pur poses of future reapportionnments of senate districts pursuant to
section four of this article.

8 4. (a) Except as herein otherw se provided, the federal census taken
in the year nineteen hundred thirty and each federal census taken
decennially thereafter shall be controlling as to the nunber of
inhabitants in the state or any part thereof for the purposes of the
apportionment of nenbers of assenbly and readjustnent or alteration of
senate and assenbly districts next occurring, in so far as such census
and the tabul ation thereof purport to give the information necessary
therefor. The legislature, by |aw, shall provide for the maki ng and
tabul ati on by state authorities of an enuneration of the inhabitants of
the entire state to be used for such purposes, instead of a federal



census, if the taking of a federal census in any tenth year fromthe
year nineteen hundred thirty be omtted or if the federal census fails
to show the nunber of aliens or Indians not taxed. If a federal census,

t hough giving the requisite information as to the state at large, fails
to give the information as to any civil or territorial divisions which
is required to be known for such purposes, the |legislature, by |aw,

shal |l provide for such an enuneration of the inhabitants of such parts
of the state only as nmay be necessary, which shall supersede in part the
federal census and be used in connection therewith for such purposes.
The legislature, by law, may provide in its discretion for an
enuneration by state authorities of the inhabitants of the state, to be
used for such purposes, in place of a federal census, when the return of
a decenni al federal census is delayed so that it is not available at the
begi nni ng of the regular session of the legislature in the second year
after the year nineteen hundred thirty or after any tenth year
therefrom or if an apportionment of nenbers of assenbly and
readjustment or alteration of senate districts is not made at or before
such a session. At the regular session in the year nineteen hundred
thirty-two, and at the first regular session after the year nineteen
hundred forty and after each tenth year therefromthe senate districts
shall be readjusted or altered, but if, in any decade, counting from and
i ncludi ng that which begins with the year nineteen hundred thirty-one,
such a readjustnent or alteration is not made at the tinme above
prescribed, it shall be nade at a subsequent session occurring not |ater
than the sixth year of such decade, neaning not |ater than nineteen
hundred thirty-six, nineteen hundred forty-six, nineteen hundred
fifty-six, and so on; provided, however, that if such districts shal
have been readjusted or altered by lawin either of the years nineteen
hundred thirty or nineteen hundred thirty-one, they shall remain
unaltered until the first regular session after the year nineteen
hundred forty. No town, except a town having nore than a full ratio of
apportionment, and no block in a city inclosed by streets or public
ways, shall be divided in the formati on of senate districts. In the
reapporti onnent of senate districts, no district shall contain a greater
excess in population over an adjoining district in the same county, than
t he popul ation of a town or bl ock therein adjoining such district.
Counties, towns or blocks which, fromtheir |ocation, may be included in



either of two districts, shall be so placed as to make said districts
nost nearly equal in nunber of inhabitants, excluding aliens.

No county shall have four or nore senators unless it shall have a ful
ratio for each senator. No county shall have nore than one-third of al
the senators; and no two counties or the territory thereof as now
organi zed, which are adjoining counties, or which are separated only by
public waters, shall have nore than one-half of all the senators.

(b) The independent redistricting conm ssion established pursuant to
section five-b of this article shall prepare a redistricting plan to
establish senate, assenbly, and congressional districts every ten years
comencing in two thousand twenty-one, and shall submt to the
| egi sl ature such plan and the inplenenting |egislation therefor on or
bef ore January first or as soon as practicable thereafter but no | ater
than January fifteenth in the year ending in two beginning in two
t housand twenty-two. The redistricting plans for the assenbly and the
senate shall be contained in and voted upon by the legislature in a
single bill, and the congressional district plan nay be included in the
sanme bill if the legislature chooses to do so. The inplenenting
| egi sl ati on shall be voted upon, wthout anendnent, by the senate or the
assenbly and if approved by the first house voting upon it, such
| egi sl ation shall be delivered to the other house inmediately to be
vot ed upon without anmendnent. |f approved by both houses, such
| egi sl ation shall be presented to the governor for action.

If either house shall fail to approve the |egislation inplenenting the
first redistricting plan, or the governor shall veto such |egislation
and the legislature shall fail to override such veto, each house or the
governor if he or she vetoes it, shall notify the comm ssion that such
| egi sl ati on has been di sapproved. Wthin fifteen days of such
notification and in no case |later than February twenty-eighth, the
redi stricting comm ssion shall prepare and subnmt to the legislature a
second redistricting plan and the necessary inplenenting |egislation for
such plan. Such legislation shall be voted upon, w thout anmendnent, by
the senate or the assenbly and, if approved by the first house voting
upon it, such legislation shall be delivered to the other house
i medi ately to be voted upon wi thout anendnent. |f approved by both



houses, such | egislation shall be presented to the governor for action.

I f either house shall fail to approve the |egislation inplenenting the
second redistricting plan, or the governor shall veto such |egislation
and the legislature shall fail to override such veto, each house shal
i ntroduce such inplenenting | egislation with any amendnents each house
of the legislature deens necessary. Al such anmendnents shall conply
with the provisions of this article. |f approved by both houses, such
| egi sl ation shall be presented to the governor for action.

Al'l votes by the senate or assenbly on any redistricting plan
| egi slation pursuant to this article shall be conducted in accordance
with the foll ow ng rules:

(1) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of two different political parties,
approval of |egislation submtted by the independent redistricting
commi ssi on pursuant to subdivision (f) of section five-b of this article
shall require the vote in support of its passage by at least a najority
of the menbers el ected to each house.

(2) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of two different political parties,
approval of |egislation submtted by the independent redistricting
commi ssi on pursuant to subdivision (g) of section five-b of this article
shall require the vote in support of its passage by at |east sixty
percent of the nmenbers el ected to each house.

(3) In the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nenbers of the sanme political party,
approval of |egislation submtted by the independent redistricting
commi ssi on pursuant to subdivision (f) or (g) of section five-b of this
article shall require the vote in support of its passage by at | east
two-thirds of the menbers elected to each house.

(c) Subject to the requirenments of the federal constitution and
statutes and in conpliance with state constitutional requirenents, the
followi ng principles shall be used in the creation of state senate and
state assenbly districts and congressional districts:

(1) When drawing district lines, the comm ssion shall consider whether
such Iines would result in the denial or abridgenent of racial or



| anguage mnority voting rights, and districts shall not be drawn to
have the purpose of, nor shall they result in, the denial or abridgenent
of such rights. Districts shall be drawn so that, based on the totality
of the circunstances, racial or mnority | anguage groups do not have
| ess opportunity to participate in the political process than other
menbers of the electorate and to el ect representatives of their choice.

(2) To the extent practicable, districts shall contain as nearly as
may be an equal nunber of inhabitants. For each district that deviates
fromthis requirenent, the comm ssion shall provide a specific public
expl anation as to why such devi ati on exi sts.

(3) Each district shall consist of contiguous territory.

(4) Each district shall be as conpact in formas practicable.

(5) Districts shall not be drawn to di scourage conpetition or for the
pur pose of favoring or disfavoring incunbents or other particul ar
candi dates or political parties. The comm ssion shall consider the
mai nt enance of cores of existing districts, of pre-existing political
subdi vi si ons, including counties, cities, and towns, and of comunities
of interest.

(6) I'n drawing senate districts, towns or blocks which, fromtheir
| ocation nmay be included in either of two districts, shall be so placed
as to make said districts nost nearly equal in nunber of inhabitants.
The requirenents that senate districts not divide counties or towns, as
wel |l as the 'block-on-border' and 'town-on-border' rules, shall remain
in effect.

During the preparation of the redistricting plan, the independent
redi stricting comm ssion shall conduct not |ess than one public hearing
on proposals for the redistricting of congressional and state
| egislative districts in each of the following (i) cities: Al bany,
Buf fal o, Syracuse, Rochester, and Wiite Plains; and (ii) counties:
Bronx, Kings, New York, Queens, Ri chnond, Nassau, and Suffol k. Notice of
all such hearings shall be w dely published using the best avail able
nmeans and nedia a reasonable tine before every hearing. At least thirty
days prior to the first public hearing and in any event no |ater than
Septenber fifteenth of the year ending in one or as soon as practicable
thereafter, the independent redistricting comm ssion shall nake wi dely
available to the public, in print formand using the best avail abl e



technol ogy, its draft redistricting plans, relevant data, and rel ated
i nformati on. Such plans, data, and information shall be in a formthat
allows and facilitates their use by the public to review, analyze, and
coment upon such plans and to develop alternative redistricting plans
for presentation to the comm ssion at the public hearings. The

i ndependent redistricting conm ssion shall report the findings of al
such hearings to the | egislature upon subm ssion of a redistricting

pl an.

(d) The ratio for apportioning senators shall always be obtai ned by
di vidi ng the nunber of inhabitants, excluding aliens, by fifty, and the
senate shall always be conposed of fifty nenbers, except that if any
county having three or nore senators at the tinme of any apporti onnent
shall be entitled on such ratio to an additional senator or senators,
such additional senator or senators shall be given to such county in
addition to the fifty senators, and the whol e nunber of senators shal
be increased to that extent.

The senate districts, including the present ones, as existing
i mmedi ately before the enactnment of a |law readjusting or altering the
senate districts, shall continue to be the senate districts of the state
until the expirations of the ternms of the senators then in office,
except for the purpose of an election of senators for full terns
begi nni ng at such expirations, and for the formation of assenbly
districts.

(e) The process for redistricting congressional and state |egislative
districts established by this section and sections five and five-b of
this article shall govern redistricting in this state except to the
extent that a court is required to order the adoption of, or changes to,
a redistricting plan as a renedy for a violation of |aw

A reapportionnment plan and the districts contained in such plan shal
be in force until the effective date of a plan based upon the subsequent
federal decennial census taken in a year ending in zero unless nodified
pursuant to court order.

8 5. The nenbers of the assenbly shall be chosen by single districts



and shall be apportioned pursuant to this section and sections four and
five-b of this article at each regular session at which the senate
districts are readjusted or altered, and by the sane | aw, anong the
several counties of the state, as nearly as may be according to the
nunber of their respective inhabitants, excluding aliens. Every county
her et of ore establi shed and separately organi zed, except the county of
Ham [ ton, shall always be entitled to one nenber of assenbly, and no
county shall hereafter be erected unless its population shall entitle it
to a menber. The county of Hamilton shall elect with the county of

Ful ton, until the population of the county of Hamilton shall, according
to the ratio, entitle it to a nenber. But the |egislature nmay abolish
the said county of Ham Iton and annex the territory thereof to sone

ot her county or counti es.

The quotient obtained by dividing the whol e nunber of inhabitants of
the state, excluding aliens, by the nunber of nenbers of assenbly, shal
be the ratio for apportionnment, which shall be made as foll ows: One
menber of assenbly shall be apportioned to every county, including
Ful ton and Ham Iton as one county, containing |ess than the ratio and
one-hal f over. Two nenbers shall be apportioned to every other county.
The renmai ni ng menbers of assenbly shall be apportioned to the counties
having nore than two ratios according to the nunber of inhabitants,
excluding aliens. Menbers apportioned on remai nders shall be apportioned
to the counties having the highest remainders in the order thereof
respectively. No county shall have nore nenbers of assenbly than a
county having a greater nunber of inhabitants, excluding aliens.

The assenbly districts, including the present ones, as existing
i mmedi ately before the enactnent of a | aw nmaki ng an apportionnent of
menbers of assenbly anong the counties, shall continue to be the
assenbly districts of the state until the expiration of the terns of
menbers then in office, except for the purpose of an election of nenbers
of assenbly for full terns beginning at such expirations.

In any county entitled to nore than one nenber, the board of
supervisors, and in any city enbracing an entire county and having no
board of supervisors, the common council, or if there be none, the body



exercising the powers of a common council, shall assenble at such tines
as the legislature maki ng an apportionnment shall prescribe, and divide
such counties into assenbly districts as nearly equal in nunber of

i nhabitants, excluding aliens, as may be, of conveni ent and conti guous
territory in as conpact formas practicable, each of which shall be
wholly within a senate district forned under the sanme apportionnent,
equal to the nunber of nenbers of assenbly to which such county shall be
entitled, and shall cause to be filed in the office of the secretary of
state and of the clerk of such county, a description of such districts,
speci fying the nunber of each district and of the inhabitants thereof,
excluding aliens, according to the census or enuneration used as the
popul ati on basis for the formati on of such districts; and such
apportionment and districts shall renmain unaltered until after the next
reapportionnent of menbers of assenbly, except that the board of

supervi sors of any county containing a town having nore than a ratio of
apportionment and one-half over nay alter the assenbly districts in a
senate district containing such town at any tinme on or before March
first, nineteen hundred forty-six. In counties having nore than one
senate district, the sane nunber of assenbly districts shall be put in
each senate district, unless the assenbly districts cannot be evenly

di vi ded anong the senate districts of any county, in which case one nore
assenbly district shall be put in the senate district in such county
having the | argest, or one | ess assenbly district shall be put in the
senate district in such county having the snallest nunber of

i nhabitants, excluding aliens, as the case may require. Nothing in this
section shall prevent the division, at any tine, of counties and towns
and the erection of new towns by the |egislature.

An apportionnment by the |egislature, or other body, shall be subject
to review by the suprene court, at the suit of any citizen, under such
reasonabl e regul ations as the |legislature nay prescribe; and any court
bef ore which a cause may be pendi ng invol ving an apportionnent, shal
gi ve precedence thereto over all other causes and proceedings, and if
said court be not in session it shall convene pronptly for the
di sposition of the sane. The court shall render its decision within
sixty days after a petition is filed. In any judicial proceeding
relating to redistricting of congressional or state |egislative



districts, any |aw establishing congressional or state |egislative
districts found to violate the provisions of this article shall be
invalid in whole or in part. In the event that a court finds such a
violation, the |legislature shall have a full and reasonable opportunity
to correct the law s legal infirmties.

8 5-a. For the purpose of apportioning senate and assenbly districts
pursuant to the foregoing provisions of this article, the term
"inhabitants, excluding aliens" shall nean the whol e nunber of persons.

8§ 5-b. (a) On or before February first of each year ending with a zero
and at any other tine a court orders that congressional or state
| egi slative districts be anended, an independent redistricting
commi ssion shall be established to determne the district Iines for
congressional and state legislative offices. The independent
redi stricting comm ssion shall be conposed of ten nenbers, appointed as
fol |l ows:

(1) two nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

(2) two nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(3) two nenbers shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the
senat e;

(4) two nenbers shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the
assenbl y;

(5) two nenbers shall be appointed by the eight nmenbers appointed
pursuant to paragraphs (1) through (4) of this subdivision by a vote of
not less than five nmenbers in favor of such appointnent, and these two
menbers shall not have been enrolled in the preceding five years in
either of the two political parties that contain the |argest or second
| argest nunber of enrolled voters within the state;

(6) one nenber shall be designated chair of the comm ssion by a
majority of the nenbers appointed pursuant to paragraphs (1) through (5)
of this subdivision to convene and preside over each neeting of the
commi ssi on.

(b) The nenbers of the independent redistricting conm ssion shall be



regi stered voters in this state. No nenber shall within the |ast three
years:

(1) be or have been a nenber of the New York state | egislature or
United States Congress or a statew de el ected official;

(2) be or have been a state officer or enployee or |egislative
enpl oyee as defined in section seventy-three of the public officers |aw,

(3) be or have been a registered | obbyist in New York state;

(4) be or have been a political party chairman, as defined in
par agraph (k) of subdivision one of section seventy-three of the public
of ficers | aw,

(5) be the spouse of a statewi de elected official or of any nenber of
the United States Congress, or of the state |egislature.

(c) To the extent practicable, the nmenbers of the independent
redi stricting comm ssion shall reflect the diversity of the residents of
this state with regard to race, ethnicity, gender, |anguage, and
geographi c residence and to the extent practicable the appointing
authorities shall consult with organi zati ons devoted to protecting the
voting rights of minority and other voters concerning potenti al
appoi ntees to the conmm ssion.

(d) Vacancies in the nenbership of the comm ssion shall be filled
within thirty days in the nmanner provided for in the original
appoi nt ment s.

(e) The legislature shall provide by |law for the conpensation of the
menbers of the independent redistricting comm ssion, including
conpensation for actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties.

(f) A mninmmof five nenbers of the independent redistricting
commi ssion shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of any business
or the exercise of any power of such comm ssion prior to the appointnent
of the two comm ssion nenbers appoi nted pursuant to paragraph (5) of
subdi vision (a) of this section, and a m ni num of seven nenbers shal
constitute a quorum after such nmenbers have been appoi nted, and no
exerci se of any power of the independent redistricting comm ssion shal
occur without the affirnmative vote of at least a mpgjority of the
menbers, provided that, in order to approve any redistricting plan and
i npl ementing |egislation, the followng rules shall apply:

(1) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary



presi dent of the senate are nenbers of the sanme political party,

approval of a redistricting plan and inplenenting |egislation by the
commi ssion for submission to the legislature shall require the vote in
support of its approval by at |east seven nenbers including at |east one
menber appoi nted by each of the legislative | eaders.

(2) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of two different political parties,
approval of a redistricting plan by the comm ssion for subnission to the
| egi slature shall require the vote in support of its approval by at
| east seven nenbers including at | east one nmenber appointed by the
speaker of the assenbly and one nenber appointed by the tenporary
presi dent of the senate.

(g) In the event that the comm ssion is unable to obtain seven votes
to approve a redistricting plan on or before January first in the year
ending in two or as soon as practicable thereafter, the conm ssion shal
subnmit to the legislature that redistricting plan and inpl enenting
| egi sl ati on that garnered the highest nunber of votes in support of its
approval by the comm ssion with a record of the votes taken. 1In the
event that nore than one plan received the sane nunber of votes for
approval, and such nunber was hi gher than that for any other plan, then
the conm ssion shall submt all plans that obtai ned such nunber of
votes. The legislature shall consider and vote upon such inplenenting
| egislation in accordance with the voting rules set forth in subdivision
(b) of section four of this article.

(h) (1) The independent redistricting conm ssion shall appoint two
co-executive directors by a majority vote of the comm ssion in
accordance with the foll ow ng procedure:

(i) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of two different political parties,
the co-executive directors shall be approved by a majority of the
commi ssion that includes at |east one appointee by the speaker of the
assenbly and at | east one appointee by the tenporary president of the
senat e.

(ii) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of the sanme political party, the
co-executive directors shall be approved by a majority of the conm ssion
that includes at | east one appointee by each of the |egislative |eaders.



(2) One of the co-executive directors shall be enrolled in the
political party with the highest nunber of enrolled nmenbers in the state
and one shall be enrolled in the political party with the second hi ghest
nunber of enrolled nenbers in the state. The co-executive directors
shal | appoint such staff as are necessary to performthe comm ssion's
duties, except that the comm ssion shall review a staffing plan prepared
and provided by the co-executive directors which shall contain a |ist of
the various positions and the duties, qualifications, and sal aries
associated with each position.

(3) In the event that the commi ssion is unable to appoint one or both
of the co-executive directors within forty-five days of the
establ i shment of a quorum of seven comm ssioners, the follow ng
procedure shall be foll owed:

(i) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of two different political parties,
within ten days the speaker's appoi ntees on the conmm ssion shall appoint
one co-executive director, and the tenporary president's appoi ntees on
t he conm ssion shall appoint the other co-executive director. Also
within ten days the mnority | eader of the assenbly shall select a
co-deputy executive director, and the mnority | eader of the senate
shal | select the other co-deputy executive director

(ii) I'n the event that the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
presi dent of the senate are nmenbers of the sanme political party, within
ten days the speaker's and tenporary president's appointees on the
commi ssi on shall together appoint one co-executive director, and the two
mnority | eaders' appointees on the comm ssion shall together appoint
t he ot her co-executive director.

(4) I'n the event of a vacancy in the offices of co-executive director
or co-deputy executive director, the position shall be filled within ten
days of its occurrence by the sane appointing authority or authorities
t hat appointed his or her predecessor.

(i) The state budget shall include necessary appropriations for the
expenses of the independent redistricting comm ssion, provide for
conpensati on and rei mbursenent of expenses for the nmenbers and staff of
t he conm ssion, assign to the conm ssion any additional duties that the
| egi sl ature may deem necessary to the perfornmance of the duties
stipulated in this article, and require other agencies and officials of



the state of New York and its political subdivisions to provide such
i nformati on and assi stance as the comrission may require to performits
duti es.

8§ 6. Each nmenmber of the legislature shall receive for his or her
services a |like annual salary, to be fixed by law. He or she shall also
be rei mbursed for his or her actual traveling expenses in going to and
returning fromthe place in which the |egislature neets, not nore than
once each week while the legislature is in session. Senators, when the
senate alone is convened in extraordi nary session, or when serving as
menbers of the court for the trial of inpeachnents, and such nenbers of
t he assenbly, not exceeding nine in nunber, as shall be appointed
managers of an inpeachnent, shall receive an additional per diem
al l owance, to be fixed by law. Any nenber, while serving as an officer
of his or her house or in any other special capacity therein or directly
connected therewith not hereinbefore in this section specified, may al so
be paid and receive, in addition, any allowance which may be fixed by
|l aw for the particular and additional services appertaining to or
entailed by such office or special capacity. Neither the salary of any
menber nor any other allowance so fixed may be increased or di m ni shed
during, and with respect to, the termfor which he or she shall have
been el ected, nor shall he or she be paid or receive any other extra
conpensati on. The provisions of this section and | aws enacted in
conpliance therewith shall govern and be exclusively controlling,
according to their ternms. Menbers shall continue to receive such salary
and additional allowance as heretofore fixed and provided in this
section, until changed by |aw pursuant to this section.

8§ 7. No person shall serve as a nenber of the |egislature unless he or
she is a citizen of the United States and has been a resident of the
state of New York for five years, and, except as hereinafter otherw se
prescri bed, of the assenbly or senate district for the twelve nonths
i mmedi ately preceding his or her election; if elected a senator or
menber of assenbly at the first election next ensuing after a
readjustment or alteration of the senate or assenbly districts becones



effective, a person, to be eligible to serve as such, nust have been a
resident of the county in which the senate or assenbly district is
contained for the twelve nonths i medi ately preceding his or her

el ection. No nenber of the legislature shall, during the tinme for which
he or she was el ected, receive any civil appointnment fromthe governor,
t he governor and the senate, the legislature or fromany city
governnment, to an office which shall have been created, or the

enol unent s whereof shall have been increased during such tine. If a
menber of the legislature be elected to congress, or appointed to any
office, civil or mlitary, under the governnent of the United States,
the state of New York, or under any city government except as a nenber
of the national guard or naval mlitia of the state, or of the reserve
forces of the United States, his or her acceptance thereof shall vacate
his or her seat in the legislature, providing, however, that a nmenber of
the | egislature may be appoi nted comm ssi oner of deeds or to any office
in which he or she shall receive no conpensation.

8§ 8. The elections of senators and nmenbers of assenbly, pursuant to
the provisions of this constitution, shall be held on the Tuesday
succeedi ng the first Monday of Novenber, unless otherw se directed by
the | egislature.

8§ 9. Amjority of each house shall constitute a quorumto do
busi ness. Each house shall determine the rules of its own proceedings,
and be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifications of its own
menbers; shall choose its own officers; and the senate shall choose a
tenporary president and the assenbly shall choose a speaker.

8§ 10. Each house of the legislature shall keep a journal of its
proceedi ngs, and publish the sane, except such parts as may require
secrecy. The doors of each house shall be kept open, except when the
public welfare shall require secrecy. Neither house shall, w thout the
consent of the other, adjourn for nore than two days.



8§ 11. For any speech or debate in either house of the legislature, the
menbers shall not be questioned in any other place.

8§ 12. Any bill may originate in either house of the |egislature, and
all bills passed by one house nmay be anmended by the other.

8§ 13. The enacting clause of all bills shall be "The People of the
State of New York, represented in Senate and Assenbly, do enact as
follows," and no | aw shall be enacted except by bill

8§ 14. No bill shall be passed or becone a |l aw unless it shall have
been printed and upon the desks of the nmenbers, inits final form at
| east three cal endar |egislative days prior to its final passage, unless
t he governor, or the acting governor, shall have certified, under his or
her hand and the seal of the state, the facts which in his or her
opi nion necessitate an i mMmedi ate vote thereon, in which case it rmnust
nevert hel ess be upon the desks of the nenbers in final form not
necessarily printed, before its final passage; nor shall any bill be
passed or becone a | aw, except by the assent of a mpjority of the
menbers el ected to each branch of the |egislature; and upon the | ast
reading of a bill, no anmendnent thereof shall be allowed, and the
gquestion upon its final passage shall be taken i medi ately thereafter,
and the ayes and nays entered on the journal.

For purposes of this section, a bill shall be deened to be printed and
upon the desks of the nenbers if: it is set forth in a |legible
el ectronic format by electronic neans, and it is available for reviewin
such format at the desks of the nenbers. For purposes of this section
"el ectroni ¢ neans" neans any method of transm ssion of information
bet ween conputers or ot her nmachi nes designed for the purpose of sending
and receiving such transm ssions and which: allows the recipient to
reproduce the information transmtted in a tangi bl e medi um of
expression; and does not permt additions, deletions or other changes to



be made w thout | eaving an adequate record thereof.

8§ 15. No private or local bill, which may be passed by the
| egi sl ature, shall enbrace nore than one subject, and that shall be
expressed in the title.

8§ 16. No act shall be passed which shall provide that any existing
| aw, or any part thereof, shall be nade or deened a part of said act, or
whi ch shall enact that any existing law, or part thereof, shall be
applicabl e, except by inserting it in such act.

8§ 17. The legislature shall not pass a private or local bill in any of
the foll owi ng cases:

Changi ng t he names of persons.

Layi ng out, opening, altering, working or discontinuing roads,
hi ghways or alleys, or for draining swanps or other |ow |ands. Locating
or changi ng county seats.

Provi ding for changes of venue in civil or crimnal cases.

I ncorporating villages.

Providing for election of nenbers of boards of supervisors.

Sel ecting, drawi ng, summoni hg or enpaneling grand or petit jurors.

Regul ating the rate of interest on noney.

The openi ng and conducting of elections or designating places of
vot i ng.

Creating, increasing or decreasing fees, percentages or allowances of



public officers, during the termfor which said officers are el ected or
appoi nt ed.

Granting to any corporation, association or individual the right to
| ay down railroad tracks.

Granting to any private corporation, association or individual any
exclusive privilege, imunity or franchi se whatever.

Granting to any person, association, firmor corporation, an exenption
fromtaxation on real or personal property.

Providing for the building of bridges, except over the waters formng
a part of the boundaries of the state, by other than a municipal or
ot her public corporation or a public agency of the state.

8§ 18. The nmenbers of the |egislature shall be enpowered, upon the
presentation to the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of
the assenbly of a petition signed by two-thirds of the nenbers el ected
to each house of the legislature, to convene the | egislature on
extraordi nary occasions to act upon the subjects enunerated in such
petition.

8§ 19. The legislature shall neither audit nor allow any private claim
or account against the state, but nay appropriate noney to pay such
clainms as shall have been audited and all owed according to | aw

No clai magainst the state shall be audited, allowed or paid which, as
between citizens of the state, would be barred by |apse of tinme. But if
the claimant shall be under |legal disability the claimmy be presented
within two years after such disability is renoved.

8§ 20. The assent of two-thirds of the nenbers elected to each branch
of the legislature shall be requisite to every bill appropriating the



public noneys or property for |ocal or private purposes.

8§ 21. Sections 15, 16, and 17 of this article shall not apply to any
bill, or the amendnents to any bill, which shall be recomended to the
| egi sl ature by comm ssioners or any public agency appointed or directed
pursuant to |law to prepare revisions, consolidations or conpilations of
statutes. But a bill anmending an existing |aw shall not be excepted from
t he provisions of sections 15, 16 and 17 of this article unless such
anending bill shall itself be reconmended to the | egislature by such
commi ssi oners or public agency.

§ 22. Every | aw which inposes, continues or revives a tax shal
distinctly state the tax and the object to which it is to be appli ed,
and it shall not be sufficient to refer to any other law to fix such tax
or object.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoing or any other provision of this
constitution, the legislature, in any law inposing a tax or taxes on, in
respect to or neasured by income, may define the incone on, in respect
to or by which such tax or taxes are inposed or neasured, by reference
to any provision of the laws of the United States as the sane may be or
becone effective at any tine or fromtinme to tinme, and nay prescribe
exceptions or nodifications to any such provision.

8§ 23. On the final passage, in either house of the |egislature, of any
act which inposes, continues or revives a tax, or creates a debt or
charge, or makes, continues or revives any appropriation of public or
trust noney or property, or releases, discharges or conmutes any claim
or demand of the state, the question shall be taken by yeas and nays,
whi ch shall be duly entered upon the journals, and three-fifths of al
the menbers elected to either house shall, in all such cases, be
necessary to constitute a quorumtherein.



8§ 24. The legislature shall, by |law, provide for the occupation and
enpl oynent of prisoners sentenced to the several state prisons,
penitentiaries, jails and refornatories in the state; and no person in
any such prison, penitentiary, jail or reformatory, shall be required or
al lowed to work, while under sentence thereto, at any trade, industry or
occupation, wherein or whereby his or her work, or the product or profit
of his or her work, shall be farned out, contracted, given or sold to
any person, firm association or corporation, provided that the
| egi sl ature may provide by |law that such prisoners may voluntarily
performwork for nonprofit organizations. As used in this section, the
term "nonprofit organi zati on” neans an organi zati on operated exclusively
for religious, charitable, or educational purposes, no part of the net
earnings of which inures to the benefit of any private sharehol der or
i ndi vidual. This section shall not be construed to prevent the
| egi sl ature fromproviding that convicts may work for, and that the
products of their |abor nay be disposed of to, the state or any
political division thereof, or for or to any public institution owned or
managed and controlled by the state, or any political division thereof.

8§ 25. Notwi thstanding any other provision of this constitution, the
| egislature, in order to insure continuity of state and | ocal
governnment al operations in periods of energency caused by eneny attack
or by disasters (natural or otherw se), shall have the power and the
i medi ate duty (1) to provide for pronpt and tenporary succession to the
powers and duties of public offices, of whatever nature and whet her
filled by election or appointnment, the incunbents of which nay becone
unavail abl e for carrying on the powers and duties of such offices, and
(2) to adopt such other neasures as nay be necessary and proper for
insuring the continuity of governnental operations.

Nothing in this article shall be construed to limt in any way the

power of the state to deal with energencies arising fromany cause.

ARTI CLE |V
Executi ve



Sec.
1. Executive power; election and ternms of governor and
| i eut enant - gover nor.
2. Qualifications of governor and |ieutenant-governor.
3. Powers and duties of governor; conpensation.
4. Reprieves, comutations and pardons; powers and duties of
governor relating to grants of.
5. Wen |i eutenant-governor to act as governor.
6. Qualifications, duties and conpensation of |ieutenant-governor;
succession to the governorship.
7. Action by governor on legislative bills; reconsideration after
vet 0.
8. Departnental rules and regulations; filing; publication.

ARTI CLE |V
Executi ve

Section 1. The executive power shall be vested in the governor, who
shall hold office for four years; the |ieutenant-governor shall be
chosen at the sane tine, and for the same term The governor and
| i eut enant - governor shall be chosen at the general election held in the
year nineteen hundred thirty-eight, and each fourth year thereafter.
They shall be chosen jointly, by the casting by each voter of a single
vote applicable to both offices, and the | egislature by | aw shal
provi de for making such choice in such manner. The respective persons
havi ng the hi ghest nunber of votes cast jointly for themfor governor
and | i eutenant-governor respectively shall be el ected.

8§ 2. No person shall be eligible to the office of governor or
| i eut enant - governor, except a citizen of the United States, of the age
of not less than thirty years, and who shall have been five years next
preceding the election a resident of this state.

8§ 3. The governor shall be commander-in-chief of the mlitary and



naval forces of the state. The governor shall have power to convene the
| egi sl ature, or the senate only, on extraordi nary occasions. At
extraordi nary sessions convened pursuant to the provisions of this
section no subject shall be acted upon, except such as the governor my
recommend for consideration. The governor shall comunicate by nessage
to the legislature at every session the condition of the state, and
reconmend such nmatters to it as he or she shall judge expedient. The
governor shall expedite all such nmeasures as nay be resol ved upon by the
| egi sl ature, and shall take care that the laws are faithfully executed.
The governor shall receive for his or her services an annual salary to
be fixed by joint resolution of the senate and assenbly, and there shal
be provided for his or her use a suitable and furnished executive

resi dence.

8 4. The governor shall have the power to grant reprieves,
comut ati ons and pardons after conviction, for all offenses except
treason and cases of inpeachnent, upon such conditions and with such
restrictions and limtations, as he or she may think proper, subject to
such regul ations as may be provided by law relative to the manner of
appl ying for pardons. Upon conviction for treason, the governor shal
have power to suspend the execution of the sentence, until the case
shall be reported to the legislature at its next neeting, when the
| egi sl ature shall either pardon, or comrute the sentence, direct the
execution of the sentence, or grant a further reprieve. The governor
shall annually comrunicate to the | egislature each case of reprieve,
comut ati on or pardon granted, stating the nane of the convict, the
crime of which the convict was convicted, the sentence and its date, and
the date of the comutation, pardon or reprieve.

8 5. In case of the renoval of the governor fromoffice or of his or
her death or resignation, the |ieutenant-governor shall becone governor
for the remainder of the term

In case the governor-elect shall decline to serve or shall die, the
| i eut enant - gover nor-el ect shall becone governor for the full term



In case the governor is inpeached, is absent fromthe state or is
ot herwi se unabl e to discharge the powers and duties of the office of
governor, the |ieutenant-governor shall act as governor until the
inability shall cease or until the termof the governor shall expire.

In case of the failure of the governor-elect to take the oath of
of fice at the commencenent of his or her term the
| i eut enant - governor-el ect shall act as governor until the governor shal
t ake the oath.

8 6. The |ieutenant-governor shall possess the same qualifications of
eligibility for office as the governor. The |ieutenant-governor shall be
the president of the senate but shall have only a casting vote therein.
The | i eutenant-governor shall receive for his or her services an annual
salary to be fixed by joint resolution of the senate and assenbly.

In case of vacancy in the offices of both governor and
| i eut enant - governor, a governor and |ieutenant-governor shall be el ected
for the remainder of the termat the next general election happening not
| ess than three nonths after both offices shall have become vacant. No
el ection of a |ieutenant-governor shall be had in any event except at
the tine of electing a governor.

In case of vacancy in the offices of both governor and
| i eut enant -governor or if both of them shall be inpeached, absent from
the state or otherw se unable to discharge the powers and duties of the
of fice of governor, the tenporary president of the senate shall act as
governor until the inability shall cease or until a governor shall be
el ect ed.

In case of vacancy in the office of |ieutenant-governor alone, or if
the |ieutenant-governor shall be inpeached, absent fromthe state or
ot herwi se unabl e to discharge the duties of office, the tenporary
presi dent of the senate shall performall the duties of
| i eut enant - governor during such vacancy or inability.



I f, when the duty of acting as governor devol ves upon the tenporary
presi dent of the senate, there be a vacancy in such office or the
tenporary president of the senate shall be absent fromthe state or
ot herwi se unabl e to discharge the duties of governor, the speaker of the
assenbly shall act as governor during such vacancy or inability.

The | egislature may provide for the devolution of the duty of acting
as governor in any case not provided for in this article.

§ 7. Every bill which shall have passed the senate and assenbly shall,
before it beconmes a | aw, be presented to the governor; if the governor
approve, he or she shall signit; but if not, he or she shall return it
wWith his or her objections to the house in which it shall have
originated, which shall enter the objections at |large on the journal,
and proceed to reconsider it. If after such reconsideration, two-thirds
of the menbers elected to that house shall agree to pass the bill, it
shall be sent together with the objections, to the other house, by which
it shall |ikew se be reconsidered; and if approved by two-thirds of the
menbers el ected to that house, it shall becone a | aw notwi thstanding the
obj ections of the governor. In all such cases the votes in both houses
shall be determ ned by yeas and nays, and the nanmes of the nenbers
voting shall be entered on the journal of each house respectively. If
any bill shall not be returned by the governor within ten days (Sundays
excepted) after it shall have been presented to himor her, the sane
shall be a lawin Iike nmanner as if he or she had signed it, unless the
| egi slature shall, by their adjournnent, prevent its return, in which
case it shall not beconme a | aw wi thout the approval of the governor. No
bill shall becone a |aw after the final adjournnment of the |egislature,
unl ess approved by the governor within thirty days after such
adjournnment. |If any bill presented to the governor contain several itens
of appropriation of noney, the governor may object to one or nore of
such itens while approving of the other portion of the bill. In such
case the governor shall append to the bill, at the time of signing it, a
statenent of the itens to which he or she objects; and the appropriation
so objected to shall not take effect. If the |legislature be in session,



he or she shall transmt to the house in which the bill originated a
copy of such statenment, and the itens objected to shall be separately
reconsidered. If on reconsideration one or nore of such itens be
approved by two-thirds of the nenbers elected to each house, the sane
shall be part of the |law, notw thstanding the objections of the
governor. All the provisions of this section, inrelation to bills not
approved by the governor, shall apply in cases in which he or she shal
wi t hhol d approval fromany itemor itenms contained in a bill
appropriati ng noney.

8§ 8. No rule or regulation made by any state departnent, board,
bureau, officer, authority or comm ssion, except such as relates to the
organi zation or internal nanagenent of a state departnent, board,
bureau, authority or comm ssion shall be effective until it is filed in
the office of the departnent of state. The | egislature shall provide for
t he speedy publication of such rules and regul ati ons by appropriate
| aws.

ARTI CLE V
Oficers and Cvil Departnents
Sec.
1. Conptroller and attorney-general, election, qualifications and
duties; paynment of state noneys wi thout audit void.

Civil departnents in state governnent.
Assi gnnent of functions; nunber of departnents may be reduced.
Depart nment heads.
(Repeal ed.)
Cvil service appointnments and pronotions; veterans

o 0~ WN

preferences and credits.
7. Menbership in retirenent systens; benefits not to be di m nished
nor i npaired.

ARTI CLE V
Oficers and Cvil Departnents



Section 1. The conptroller and attorney-general shall be chosen at the
sanme general election as the governor and hold office for the sane term
and shall possess the qualifications provided in section 2 of article
V. The legislature shall provide for filling vacancies in the office of
conptroller and of attorney-general. No election of a conptroller or an
attorney-general shall be had except at the tinme of electing a governor.
The conptroller shall be required: (1) to audit all vouchers before
paynment and all official accounts; (2) to audit the accrual and
collection of all revenues and receipts; and (3) to prescribe such
nmet hods of accounting as are necessary for the performance of the
foregoi ng duties. The paynment of any noney of the state, or of any noney
under its control, or the refund of any noney paid to the state, except
upon audit by the conptroller, shall be void, and nmay be restrai ned upon
the suit of any taxpayer with the consent of the suprenme court in
appel l ate division on notice to the attorney-general. In such respect
the |l egislature shall define the powers and duties and may al so assign
to himor her: (1) supervision of the accounts of any political
subdi vi sion of the state; and (2) powers and duties pertaining to or
connected with the assessnent and taxation of real estate, including
determ nation of ratios which the assessed val uati on of taxable real
property bears to the full valuation thereof, but not including any of
t hose powers and duties reserved to officers of a county, city, town or
village by virtue of sections seven and eight of article nine of this
constitution. The legislature shall assign to himor her no
adm ni strative duties, excepting such as may be incidental to the
performance of these functions, any other provision of this constitution
to the contrary notw t hstandi ng.

8§ 2. There shall be not nore than twenty civil departnents in the
state governnent, including those referred to in this constitution. The
| egi sl ature may by | aw change the nanes of the departnents referred to
in this constitution.

8§ 3. Subject to the limtations contained in this constitution, the



| egislature may fromtinme to tine assign by | aw new powers and functions
to departnents, officers, boards, comm ssions or executive offices of

t he governor, and increase, nodify or dimnish their powers and
functions. Nothing contained in this article shall prevent the

| egi slature fromcreating tenmporary comm ssions for special purposes or
executive offices of the governor and fromreduci ng the nunber of
departnments as provided for in this article, by consolidation or

ot herw se.

8 4. The head of the departnent of audit and control shall be the
conptroller and of the departnent of |aw, the attorney-general. The head
of the departnment of education shall be The Regents of the University of
the State of New York, who shall appoint and at pleasure renove a
commi ssi oner of education to be the chief adm nistrative officer of the
departnment. The head of the departnent of agriculture and narkets shal
be appointed in a manner to be prescribed by |aw. Except as otherw se
provided in this constitution, the heads of all other departnments and
the nenbers of all boards and conm ssions, excepting tenporary
commi ssions for special purposes, shall be appointed by the governor by
and with the advice and consent of the senate and may be renoved by the
governor, in a manner to be prescribed by | aw.

8§ 6. Appointments and pronotions in the civil service of the state and
all of the civil divisions thereof, including cities and villages, shal
be made according to nmerit and fitness to be ascertained, as far as
practicabl e, by exam nation which, as far as practicable, shall be
conpetitive; provided, however, that any nenber of the arnmed forces of
the United States who served therein in tinme of war, and who, at the
time of such nenber's appointnment or pronotion, is a citizen or an alien
lawful ly admtted for permanent residence in the United States and a
resident of this state and is honorably di scharged or rel eased under
honor abl e circunstances from such service, shall be entitled to receive
five points additional credit in a conpetitive exam nation for original
appoi ntment and two and one-half points additional credit in an
exam nation for pronotion or, if such nenber was disabled in the actual



performance of duty in any war and his or her disability is certified by
the United States departnent of veterans affairs to be in existence at
the tine of application for appointnent or pronotion, he or she shall be
entitled to receive ten points additional credit in a conpetitive

exam nation for original appointnent and five points additional credit
in an exam nation for pronotion. Such additional credit shall be added
to the final earned rating of such nmenber after he or she has qualified
in an exam nation and shall be granted only at the tine of establishnent
of an eligible list. No such nmenmber shall receive the additional credit
granted by this section after he or she has received one appoi nt nent,
either original entrance or pronotion, froman eligible |ist on which he
or she was allowed the additional credit granted by this section, except
where a nmenber has been appointed or pronoted froman eligible list on
whi ch he or she was all owed additional credit for mlitary service and
subsequent to such appoi ntment he or she is disabled as provided in this
section, such nenber shall be entitled to ten points additional credit

| ess the nunber of points of additional credit allowed for the prior
appoi nt nent .

8§ 7. (a) After July first, nineteen hundred forty, nenbership in any
pension or retirement systemof the state or of a civil division thereof
shall be a contractual relationship, the benefits of which shall not be
di mi ni shed or i npaired.

(b) Notw t hstandi ng subdivision (a) of this section, the public
pensi on of a public officer, as defined in paragraph (c) of this
section, who stands convicted of a felony for which such felony has a
direct and actual relationship to the performance of the public
officer's existing duties, nmay be reduced or revoked, follow ng notice
and a hearing by an appropriate court, as provided by law. The court
determ nati on whether to reduce or revoke such pension shall be based on
t he consideration of factors including the severity of the crinme and the
proportionality of a reduction or revocation of such pension to such
crinme. Wien a court issues an order to reduce or revoke such pension,
the court shall consider and determ ne specific findings as to the
anount of such forfeiture, if any, and whether forfeiture, in whole or
in part, would result in undue hardship or other inequity upon any



dependent children, spouse or other dependents; and other factors as
provided by law. The |egislature shall enact |egislation to inplenent
this anendnent taking into account interests of justice.

(c) For the purposes of paragraph (b) of this section, the term
"public officer"” shall nean: (i) an official filling an elected office
within the state; (ii) a holder of office filled by direct appointnent
by the governor of this state, either upon or wthout senate
confirmation; (iii) a county, city, town or village adm nistrator,
manager or equivalent position; (iv) the head or heads of any state or
| ocal governnent departnent, division, board, comm ssion, bureau, public
benefit corporation, or public authority of this state who are vested
with authority, direction and control over such departnent, division,
board, conm ssion, bureau, public benefit corporation or public
authority; (v) the chief fiscal officer or treasurer of any nunicipal
corporation or political subdivision of the state; (vi) a judge or
justice of the unified court system and (vii) a |egislative, executive,
or judicial enployee of this state who directly assists in the
formul ation of |egislation, rules, regulations, policy, or judicial
deci si on-maki ng and who is designhated as a policynaker as set forth in
statute.

(d) Paragraph (b) of this section shall only apply to crimes comrtted
on or after the first of January next succeedi ng the date upon which the
peopl e shall approve and ratify the amendnent to the constitution that
added thi s paragraph.

ARTI CLE VI
Judi ci ary
Sec.

1. Unified court systemfor state established; organization;
courts of record; service and execution of process.

2. Court of appeal s and judges thereof; designation of suprene
court justices to serve tenporarily; judicial nomnating
comm ssion; filling of vacancies by appointnent;
confirmation of appointnents.

3. Court of appeals; jurisdiction.

4, Judi ci al departnents; appellate divisions of suprene court



10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.
21.
22.

23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

and justices thereof; tenporary designation of additional
justices; transfer of appeals; jurisdiction.

Appeal s fromjudgnent or order; power of appellate court;
transfer of appeals taken to unauthorized appellate court.

Judicial districts; conposition; supreme court continued,
justices of supreme court.

Jurisdiction of suprene court; new classes of actions.

Appel | ate ternms of suprenme court; conposition and
jurisdiction.

Court of clainms continued; judges; jurisdiction.

County court continued; judges.

County court; jurisdiction; separate divisions.

Surrogate's court continued; judges; jurisdiction.

Fam |y court established; composition; election and
appoi ntment of judges; jurisdiction.

Combi nation of certain judicial offices.

New York city; city-wi de courts established; nerger; judges;
jurisdiction.

District courts; establishment; jurisdiction; judges; Nassau
county district court continued.

Town, village and city courts; jurisdiction; regulation;
j udges.

Trial by jury; trial without a jury; clains against the
state.

Transfer of actions and proceedi ngs.

Judicial office, qualifications and restrictions.

Vacanci es; how fill ed.

Comm ssion on judicial conduct; nenbership; organization and
procedure; review by court of appeals; discipline of
j udges.

Renoval of certain judges and justices, by |legislature; by
senate on reconmendati on of governor.

Court for the trial of inpeachnents.

Conmpensation and retirenent of certain judges and justices.

Tenporary assignments of justices or judges to other courts.

Suprene court; extraordinary ternmns.

Adm ni strative supervision of the courts.



29. Al'l ocation of cost of maintenance and operation of courts;
determ nati on of annual financial needs of the courts.

30. Regul ation of jurisdiction, practice and procedure of the
courts.

31. Peacenmakers and ot her Indian courts continued.

32. Saf eguardi ng religion of children under jurisdiction of
court.

33. Existing laws to continue in force; legislature to inplenent
article.

34. Det erm nati on of pendi ng appeal s, actions and proceedi ngs;

terms of judges and justices now in office.

35. Abolition of certain courts; disposal of records; transfer of
judges, justices, court personnel and pendi ng actions and
proceedi ngs.

36. Di sposal of appeals, actions and proceedi ngs.

36-a. Effective date of certain anmendnments to articles VI and VII.

36-c. Effective date of certain anendnments to article VI, sec. 22.

37. Ef fective date of article.
ARTI CLE VI
Judi ci ary

Section 1. a. There shall be a unified court systemfor the state. The
state-wi de courts shall consist of the court of appeals, the suprene
court including the appellate divisions thereof, the court of clains,
the county court, the surrogate's court and the famly court, as
herei nafter provided. The |l egislature shall establish in and for the
city of New York, as part of the unified court systemfor the state, a
single, city-wide court of civil jurisdiction and a single, city-w de
court of crimnal jurisdiction, as hereinafter provided, and may upon
the request of the mayor and the local |egislative body of the city of
New York, merge the two courts into one city-wi de court of both civil
and crimnal jurisdiction. The unified court systemfor the state shal
al so include the district, tow, city and village courts outside the
city of New York, as hereinafter provided.



b. The court of appeals, the suprenme court including the appellate
di visions thereof, the court of clains, the county court, the
surrogate's court, the famly court, the courts or court of civil and
crimnal jurisdiction of the city of New York, and such other courts as
the |l egislature may determ ne shall be courts of record.

c. Al processes, warrants and ot her mandates of the court of appeals,
the suprenme court including the appellate divisions thereof, the court
of clainms, the county court, the surrogate's court and the famly court
may be served and executed in any part of the state. Al processes,
warrants and ot her nandates of the courts or court of civil and crim nal
jurisdiction of the city of New York may, subject to such limtation as
may be prescribed by the |egislature, be served and executed in any part
of the state. The legislature may provide that processes, warrants and
ot her mandates of the district court may be served and executed in any
part of the state and that processes, warrants and ot her nandates of
town, village and city courts outside the city of New York may be served
and executed in any part of the county in which such courts are |ocated
or in any part of any adjoining county.

§ 2. a. The court of appeals is continued. It shall consist of the
chief judge and the six el ected associate judges now in office, who
shall hold their offices until the expiration of their respective terns,
and their successors, and such justices of the suprene court as may be
designated for service in said court as hereinafter provided. The
official terns of the chief judge and the six associate judges shall be
fourteen years.

Five nmenbers of the court shall constitute a quorum and the
concurrence of four shall be necessary to a decision; but no nore than
seven judges shall sit in any case. In case of the tenporary absence or
inability to act of any judge of the court of appeals, the court may
designate any justice of the suprene court to serve as associ ate judge
of the court during such absence or inability to act. The court shal
have power to appoint and to renove its clerk. The powers and
jurisdiction of the court shall not be suspended for want of appoi ntnent



when the nunber of judges is sufficient to constitute a quorum

b. Whenever and as often as the court of appeals shall certify to the
governor that the court is unable, by reason of the accunul ation of
causes pending therein, to hear and di spose of the sanme with reasonabl e
speed, the governor shall designate such nunber of justices of the
suprene court as may be so certified to be necessary, but not nore than
four, to serve as associate judges of the court of appeals. The justices
so designated shall be relieved, while so serving, fromtheir duties as
justices of the suprene court, and shall serve as associ ate judges of
the court of appeals until the court shall certify that the need for the
services of any such justices no |onger exists, whereupon they shal
return to the supreme court. The governor nmay fill vacanci es anbng such
desi gnat ed judges. No such justices shall serve as associ ate judge of
the court of appeals except while holding the office of justice of the
suprene court. The designation of a justice of the suprene court as an
associ ate judge of the court of appeals shall not be deened to affect
his or her existing office any |longer than until the expiration of his
or her designation as such associ ate judge, nor to create a vacancy.

c. There shall be a commission on judicial nomnation to evaluate the
qualifications of candi dates for appointnent to the court of appeals and
to prepare a witten report and recommend to the governor those persons
who by their character, tenperanent, professional aptitude and
experience are well qualified to hold such judicial office. The
| egi sl ature shall provide by |aw for the organi zati on and procedure of
the judicial nom nating conm ssion.

d. (1) The comm ssion on judicial nom nation shall consist of twelve
menbers of whom four shall be appointed by the governor, four by the
chief judge of the court of appeals, and one each by the speaker of the
assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, the mnority | eader of
the senate, and the mnority | eader of the assenbly. O the four nenbers
appoi nted by the governor, no nore than two shall be enrolled in the
sanme political party, two shall be nenbers of the bar of the state, and
two shall not be nenbers of the bar of the state. O the four nenbers
appoi nted by the chief judge of the court of appeals, no nore than two



shall be enrolled in the sane political party, two shall be nenbers of
the bar of the state, and two shall not be nenbers of the bar of the
state. No nenber of the comm ssion shall hold or have held any judici al
office or hold any el ected public office for which he or she receives
conpensation during his or her period of service, except that the
governor and the chief judge may each appoint no nore than one forner
judge or justice of the unified court systemto such conm ssion. No
menber of the comm ssion shall hold any office in any political party.
No nmenber of the judicial nomnating conm ssion shall be eligible for
appointnment to judicial office in any court of the state during the
menber's period of service or within one year thereafter

(2) The nenbers first appointed by the governor shall have
respectively one, two, three and four year terns as the governor shal
designate. The nenbers first appointed by the chief judge of the court
of appeal s shall have respectively one, two, three and four year terns
as the chief judge shall designate. The nmenber first appointed by the
tenporary president of the senate shall have a one-year term The nenber
first appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate shall have a
two-year term The nenber first appointed by the speaker of the assenbly
shall have a four-year term The nenber first appointed by the mnority
| eader of the assenbly shall have a three-year term Each subsequent
appoi ntment shall be for a termof four years.

(3) The comm ssion shall designate one of their nunmber to serve as
chai r per son

(4) The comm ssion shall consider the qualifications of candidates for
appointnment to the offices of judge and chief judge of the court of
appeal s and, whenever a vacancy in those offices occurs, shall prepare a
witten report and recommend to the governor persons who are well
qualified for those judicial offices.

e. The governor shall appoint, with the advice and consent of the
senate, from anong those recommended by the judicial nom nating
comm ssion, a person to fill the office of chief judge or associate
judge, as the case may be, whenever a vacancy occurs in the court of
appeal s; provided, however, that no person nay be appointed a judge of
the court of appeals unless such person is a resident of the state and
has been admitted to the practice of lawin this state for at |east ten



years. The governor shall transmit to the senate the witten report of
the conmi ssion on judicial nomnation relating to the nom nee.

f. Wien a vacancy occurs in the office of chief judge or associate
judge of the court of appeals and the senate is not in session to give
its advice and consent to an appointnment to fill the vacancy, the
governor shall fill the vacancy by interim appoi ntment upon the
recommendati on of a conm ssion on judicial nom nation as provided in
this section. An interimappointnent shall continue until the senate
shal | pass upon the governor's selection. If the senate confirns an
appoi ntnment, the judge shall serve a termas provided in subdivision a
of this section commencing fromthe date of his or her interim
appointnment. |If the senate rejects an appoi ntnent, a vacancy in the
of fice shall occur sixty days after such rejection. If an interim
appointnment to the court of appeals be made from anong the justices of
the suprene court or the appellate divisions thereof, that appointnent
shall not affect the justice's existing office, nor create a vacancy in
the suprenme court, or the appellate division thereof, unless such
appointnment is confirned by the senate and the appoi ntee shall assune
such office. If an interimappointnent of chief judge of the court of
appeal s be made from anong the associ ate judges, an interimappoi ntnent
of associate judge shall be made in |ike manner; in such case, the
appoi ntment as chief judge shall not affect the existing office of
associ ate judge, unless such appointnent as chief judge is confirned by
the senate and the appointee shall assune such office.

g. The provisions of subdivisions ¢, d, e and f of this section shall
not apply to tenporary designations or assignnments of judges or
justi ces.

8§ 3. a. The jurisdiction of the court of appeals shall be limted to
the revi ew of questions of |aw except where the judgnent is of death, or
where the appellate division, on reversing or nodifying a final or
interlocutory judgnent in an action or a final or interlocutory order in
a special proceeding, finds new facts and a final judgnent or a final
order pursuant thereto is entered; but the right to appeal shall not



depend upon the anmount invol ved.

b. Appeals to the court of appeals nmay be taken in the classes of
cases hereafter enunerated in this section;

In crimnal cases, directly froma court of original jurisdiction
where the judgnent is of death, and in other crimnal cases from an
appel late division or otherwise as the legislature may fromtine to tine
provi de.

In civil cases and proceedi ngs as foll ows:

(1) As of right, froma judgnment or order entered upon the decision of
an appell ate division of the suprene court which finally determ nes an
action or special proceeding wherein is directly involved the
construction of the constitution of the state or of the United States,
or where one or nore of the justices of the appellate division dissents
fromthe decision of the court, or where the judgnment or order is one of
reversal or nodification

(2) As of right, froma judgnment or order of a court of record of
original jurisdiction which finally determ nes an action or speci al
proceedi ng where the only question involved on the appeal is the
validity of a statutory provision of the state or of the United States
under the constitution of the state or of the United States; and on any
such appeal only the constitutional question shall be considered and
determ ned by the court.

(3) As of right, froman order of the appellate division granting a
new trial in an action or a new hearing in a special proceeding where
t he appel lant stipulates that, upon affirnmance, judgnent absolute or
final order shall be rendered against himor her.

(4) Froma determi nation of the appellate division of the suprene
court in any departnent, other than a judgnment or order which finally
determ nes an action or special proceeding, where the appellate division
allows the sanme and certifies that one or nore questions of |aw have
arisen which, in its opinion, ought to be reviewed by the court of
appeal s, but in such case the appeal shall bring up for review only the
guestion or questions so certified; and the court of appeals shal
certify to the appellate division its determ nation upon such question



or questions.

(5) Froman order of the appellate division of the suprene court in
any departnent, in a proceeding instituted by or agai nst one or nore
public officers or a board, comm ssion or other body of public officers
or a court or tribunal, other than an order which finally determ nes
such proceedi ng, where the court of appeals shall allow the same upon
the ground that, in its opinion, a question of law is involved which
ought to be reviewed by it, and without regard to the availability of
appeal by stipulation for final order absol ute.

(6) Froma judgnment or order entered upon the decision of an appellate
di vision of the suprene court which finally determ nes an action or
speci al proceedi ng but which is not appeal abl e under paragraph (1) of
t hi s subdi vi sion where the appellate division or the court of appeals
shall certify that in its opinion a question of law is involved which
ought to be reviewed by the court of appeals. Such an appeal may be
al | owed upon application (a) to the appellate division, and in case of
refusal, to the court of appeals, or (b) directly to the court of
appeal s. Such an appeal shall be allowed when required in the interest
of substantial justice.

(7) No appeal shall be taken to the court of appeals froma judgnent
or order entered upon the decision of an appellate division of the
suprene court in any civil case or proceedi ng where the appeal to the
appel l ate division was froma judgnent or order entered in an appeal
from anot her court, including an appellate or special termof the
suprene court, unless the construction of the constitution of the state
or of the United States is directly involved therein, or unless the
appel l ate division of the supreme court shall certify that inits
opinion a question of law is involved which ought to be reviewed by the
court of appeals.

(8) The legislature may abolish an appeal to the court of appeals as
of right in any or all of the cases or classes of cases specified in
paragraph (1) of this subdivision wherein no question involving the
construction of the constitution of the state or of the United States is
directly involved, provided, however, that appeals in any such case or
cl ass of cases shall thereupon be governed by paragraph (6) of this
subdi vi si on.

(9) The court of appeals shall adopt and fromtine to tine may anmend a



rule to permit the court to answer questions of New York |aw certified
to it by the Suprenme Court of the United States, a court of appeals of
the United States or an appellate court of |ast resort of another state,
whi ch may be determ native of the cause then pending in the certifying
court and which in the opinion of the certifying court are not
controlled by precedent in the decisions of the courts of New York.

8 4. a. The state shall be divided into four judicial departnents. The
first departnment shall consist of the counties within the first judicial
district of the state. The second departnent shall consist of the
counties within the second, ninth, tenth and eleventh judicial districts
of the state. The third departnent shall consist of the counties wthin
the third, fourth and sixth judicial districts of the state. The fourth
departnment shall consist of the counties within the fifth, seventh and
eighth judicial districts of the state. Each departnent shall be bounded
by the lines of judicial districts. Once every ten years the |legislature
may alter the boundaries of the judicial departnents, but wthout
changi ng the nunber thereof.

b. The appel |l ate divisions of the suprenme court are continued, and
shal | consist of seven justices of the suprenme court in each of the
first and second departnents, and five justices in each of the other
departnments. |In each appellate division, four justices shall constitute
a quorum and the concurrence of three shall be necessary to a decision.
No nore than five justices shall sit in any case.

c. The governor shall designate the presiding justice of each
appel l ate division, who shall act as such during his or her term of
of fice and shall be a resident of the departnent. The other justices of
t he appel l ate divisions shall be designated by the governor, from al
the justices elected to the suprene court, for terns of five years or
t he unexpired portions of their respective terns of office, if |ess than
five years.

d. The justices heretofore designated shall continue to sit in the
appel late divisions until the ternms of their respective designations



shall expire. Fromtine to time as the terns of the designations expire,
or vacanci es occur, the governor shall make new desi gnations. The
governor may al so, on request of any appellate division, nmake tenporary
designations in case of the absence or inability to act of any justice
in such appellate division, for service only during such absence or
inability to act.

e. In case any appellate division shall certify to the governor that
one or nore additional justices are needed for the speedy disposition of
t he busi ness before it, the governor nmay designate an additional justice
or additional justices; but when the need for such additional justice or
justices shall no | onger exist, the appellate division shall so certify
to the governor, and thereupon service under such designation or
desi gnati ons shall cease.

f. Amjority of the justices designated to sit in any appellate
division shall at all times be residents of the departnent.

g. Wienever the appellate division in any departnent shall be unable
to di spose of its business within a reasonable tine, a magjority of the
presiding justices of the several departnents, at a neeting called by
the presiding justice of the departnent in arrears, nay transfer any
pendi ng appeal s from such departnment to any other departnent for hearing
and determ nati on.

h. A justice of the appellate division of the suprene court in any
departnment may be tenporarily designated by the presiding justice of his
or her departnment to the appellate division in another judicial
depart nent upon agreenent by the presiding justices of the appellate
di vi sion of the departnments concer ned.

i. In the event that the disqualification, absence or inability to act
of justices in any appellate division prevents there being a quorum of
justices qualified to hear an appeal, the justices qualified to hear the
appeal may transfer it to the appellate division in another departnent
for hearing and determ nation. In the event that the justices in any
appel late division qualified to hear an appeal are equally divided, said



justices may transfer the appeal to the appellate division in another
departnment for hearing and determ nation. Each appell ate division shal
have power to appoint and renove its clerk.

j. No justice of the appellate division shall, within the departnent
to which he or she nay be designated to performthe duties of an
appel l ate justice, exercise any of the powers of a justice of the
suprene court, other than those of a justice out of court, and those
pertaining to the appellate division, except that the justice nmay decide
causes or proceedings theretofore submtted, or hear and deci de notions
submtted by consent of counsel, but any such justice, when not actually
engaged in performng the duties of such appellate justice in the
departnment to which he or she is designated, nay hold any term of the
suprene court and exercise any of the powers of a justice of the suprene
court in any judicial district in any other departnent of the state.

k. The appellate divisions of the supreme court shall have all the
jurisdiction possessed by themon the effective date of this article and
such additional jurisdiction as may be prescribed by | aw, provided,
however, that the right to appeal to the appellate divisions froma
j udgnment or order which does not finally determ ne an action or speci al
proceeding nay be limted or conditioned by |aw

8§ 5. a. Upon an appeal froma judgnent or an order, any appellate
court to which the appeal is taken which is authorized to review such
judgnment or order nmay reverse or affirm wholly or in part, or may
nodi fy the judgnent or order appealed from and each interlocutory
judgment or intermediate or other order which it is authorized to
review, and as to any or all of the parties. It shall thereupon render
judgnment of affirmance, judgment of reversal and final judgnment upon the
right of any or all of the parties, or judgnment of nodification thereon
according to |l aw, except where it nay be necessary or proper to grant a
new trial or hearing, when it may grant a new trial or hearing.

b. If any appeal is taken to an appellate court which is not
aut hori zed to review such judgnent or order, the court shall transfer



t he appeal to an appellate court which is authorized to review such
j udgnment or order.

8 6. a. The state shall be divided into eleven judicial districts. The
first judicial district shall consist of the counties of Bronx and New
York. The second judicial district shall consist of the counties of
Kings and R chnond. The third judicial district shall consist of the
counties of Al bany, Colunbia, G eene, Renssel aer, Schoharie, Sullivan,
and Ul ster. The fourth judicial district shall consist of the counties
of Cinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Ham |ton, Montgonery, St. Lawrence,
Sar at oga, Schenectady, Warren and Washi ngton. The fifth judicial
district shall consist of the counties of Herkinmer, Jefferson, Lew s,
Onei da, Onondaga, and Oswego. The sixth judicial district shall consi st
of the counties of Broone, Chenung, Chenango, Cortland, Del aware,

Madi son, Qtsego, Schuyler, Tioga and Tonpki ns. The seventh judici al
district shall consist of the counties of Cayuga, Livingston, Monroe,
Ontari o, Seneca, Steuben, Wayne and Yates. The eighth judicial district
shal |l consist of the counties of Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua,
Eri e, Genesee, N agara, Ol eans and Womning. The ninth judicial district
shal | consist of the counties of Dutchess, O ange, Putnam Rockland and
West chester. The tenth judicial district shall consist of the counties
of Nassau and Suffol k. The eleventh judicial district shall consist of
the county of Queens.

b. Once every ten years the legislature may increase or decrease the
nunber of judicial districts or alter the conposition of judicial
districts and thereupon re-apportion the justices to be thereafter
elected in the judicial districts so altered. Each judicial district
shal | be bounded by county I|ines.

c. The justices of the suprene court shall be chosen by the electors
of the judicial district in which they are to serve. The terns of
justices of the suprene court shall be fourteen years from and i ncl udi ng
the first day of January next after their election.

d. The suprene court is continued. It shall consist of the nunber of



justices of the suprenme court including the justices designated to the
appel l ate divisions of the suprene court, judges of the county court of
the counties of Bronx, Kings, Queens and Ri chnond and judges of the
court of general sessions of the county of New York authorized by | aw on
the thirty-first day of August next after the approval and ratification
of this amendnent by the people, all of whomshall be justices of the
suprene court for the remainder of their ternms. The | egislature may

i ncrease the nunber of justices of the suprene court in any judicial
district, except that the nunber in any district shall not be increased
to exceed one justice for fifty thousand, or fraction over thirty

t housand, of the popul ation thereof as shown by the | ast federal census
or state enuneration. The | egislature nay decrease the nunber of
justices of the suprenme court in any judicial district, except that the
nunber in any district shall not be |less than the nunber of justices of
the suprenme court authorized by |law on the effective date of this
article.

e. The clerks of the several counties shall be clerks of the suprene
court, with such powers and duties as shall be prescribed by |aw.

8§ 7. a. The suprene court shall have general original jurisdiction in
| aw and equity and the appellate jurisdiction herein provided. In the
city of New York, it shall have exclusive jurisdiction over crines
prosecuted by indictnent, provided, however, that the |egislature nmay
grant to the city-wide court of crimnal jurisdiction of the city of New
York jurisdiction over m sdenmeanors prosecuted by indictnent and to the
famly court in the city of New York jurisdiction over crimes and
of fenses by or against mnors or between spouses or between parent and
child or between nenbers of the sane famly or househol d.

b. If the legislature shall create new cl asses of actions and
proceedi ngs, the suprene court shall have jurisdiction over such cl asses
of actions and proceedi ngs, but the | egislature may provide that another
court or other courts shall also have jurisdiction and that actions and
proceedi ngs of such classes may be originated in such other court or
courts.



8§ 8. a. The appellate division of the suprene court in each judicial
departnment may establish an appellate termin and for such departnent or
in and for a judicial district or districts or in and for a county or
counties within such departnent. Such an appellate termshall be
conposed of not less than three nor nore than five justices of the
suprene court who shall be designhated fromtine to time by the chief
adm nistrator of the courts with the approval of the presiding justice
of the appropriate appellate division, and who shall be residents of the
departnment or of the judicial district or districts as the case may be
and the chief adm nistrator of the courts shall designate the place or
pl aces where such appellate terns shall be held.

b. Any such appellate term may be disconti nued and re-established as
t he appel l ate division of the suprene court in each departnent shal
determine fromtinme to tine and any designation to service therein nay
be revoked by the chief adm nistrator of the courts with the approval of
the presiding justice of the appropriate appellate division.

c. In each appellate termno nore than three justices assigned thereto
shall sit in any action or proceeding. Two of such justices shal
constitute a quorum and the concurrence of two shall be necessary to a
deci si on.

d. If so directed by the appellate division of the suprene court
establishing an appellate term an appellate termshall have
jurisdiction to hear and determ ne appeal s now or hereafter authorized
by law to be taken to the suprene court or to the appellate division
ot her than appeals fromthe suprenme court, a surrogate's court, the
famly court or appeals in crimnal cases prosecuted by indictnment or by
i nformati on as provided in section six of article one.

e. As may be provided by |aw, an appellate termshall have
jurisdiction to hear and determ ne appeals fromthe district court or a
town, village or city court outside the city of New York.



8 9. The court of clains is continued. It shall consist of the eight
j udges now aut horized by law, but the |egislature may increase such
nunber and nmay reduce such nunber to six or seven. The judges shall be
appoi nted by the governor by and with the advice and consent of the
senate and their terns of office shall be nine years. The court shal
have jurisdiction to hear and determ ne clains against the state or by
the state against the clainmant or between conflicting claimnts as the
| egi sl ature may provide.

8§ 10. a. The county court is continued in each county outside the city
of New York. There shall be at |east one judge of the county court in
each county and such nunber of additional judges in each county as nay
be provided by | aw. The judges shall be residents of the county and
shall be chosen by the electors of the county.

b. The ternms of the judges of the county court shall be ten years from
and including the first day of January next after their election.

8§ 11. a. The county court shall have jurisdiction over the follow ng
cl asses of actions and proceedi ngs which shall be originated in such
county court in the manner provided by |aw, except that actions and
proceedings within the jurisdiction of the district court or a town,
village or city court outside the city of New York may, as provided by
| aw, be originated therein: actions and proceedings for the recovery of
noney, actions and proceedings for the recovery of chattels and actions
and proceedings for the foreclosure of nmechanics liens and |liens on
personal property where the anount sought to be recovered or the val ue
of the property does not exceed twenty-five thousand doll ars excl usive
of interest and costs; over all crimes and other violations of |aw, over
sumary proceedi ngs to recover possession of real property and to renove
tenants therefrom and over such other actions and proceedi nhgs, not
wi thin the exclusive jurisdiction of the suprene court, as nay be
provi ded by | aw.



b. The county court shall exercise such equity jurisdiction as may be
provided by law and its jurisdiction to enter judgnment upon a
counterclaimfor the recovery of noney only shall be unlimted.

c. The county court shall have jurisdiction to hear and determ ne al
appeals arising in the county in the foll ow ng actions and proceedi ngs:
as of right, froma judgnent or order of the district court or a town,
village or city court which finally determ nes an action or proceeding
and, as may be provided by law, froma judgnent or order of any such
court which does not finally determine an action or proceedi ng. The
| egi slature may provide, in accordance with the provisions of section
eight of this article, that any or all of such appeals be taken to an
appel late term of the suprenme court instead of the county court.

d. The provisions of this section shall in no way limt or inpair the
jurisdiction of the suprene court as set forth in section seven of this
article.

8§ 12. a. The surrogate's court is continued in each county in the
state. There shall be at |east one judge of the surrogate's court in
each county and such nunber of additional judges of the surrogate's
court as may be provided by |aw.

b. The judges of the surrogate's court shall be residents of the
county and shall be chosen by the electors of the county.

c. The terns of the judges of the surrogate's court in the city of New
York shall be fourteen years, and in other counties ten years, from and
including the first day of January next after their election.

d. The surrogate's court shall have jurisdiction over all actions and
proceedings relating to the affairs of decedents, probate of wlls,
adm nistration of estates and actions and proceedi ngs ari sing thereunder
or pertaining thereto, guardi anship of the property of mnors, and such
ot her actions and proceedi ngs, not within the exclusive jurisdiction of
the suprene court, as may be provided by | aw



e. The surrogate's court shall exercise such equity jurisdiction as
may be provided by | aw.

f. The provisions of this section shall in no way |limt or inpair the
jurisdiction of the suprene court as set forth in section seven of this
article.

§ 13. a. The famly court of the state of New York is hereby
established. It shall consist of at |east one judge in each county
outside the city of New York and such number of additional judges for
such counties as may be provided by law. Wthin the city of New York it
shal | consi st of such nunber of judges as may be provided by |law. The
judges of the famly court within the city of New York shall be
residents of such city and shall be appointed by the nayor of the city
of New York for terns of ten years. The judges of the fam |y court
outside the city of New York, shall be chosen by the electors of the
counties wherein they reside for terns of ten years.

b. The fam |y court shall have jurisdiction over the follow ng cl asses
of actions and proceedi ngs which shall be originated in such famly
court in the manner provided by law. (1) the protection, treatnent,
correction and commtment of those mnors who are in need of the
exercise of the authority of the court because of circunstances of
negl ect, delinquency or dependency, as the |egislature nay determ ne;

(2) the custody of mnors except for custody incidental to actions and
proceedi ngs for marital separation, divorce, annul ment of marriage and
di ssolution of marriage; (3) the adoption of persons; (4) the support of
dependents except for support incidental to actions and proceedings in
this state for marital separation, divorce, annul nent of marriage or

di ssolution of marriage; (5) the establishment of paternity; (6)
proceedi ngs for conciliation of spouses; and (7) as may be provi ded by

| aw. the guardi anship of the person of mnors and, in conformty with

t he provisions of section seven of this article, crines and of fenses by
or agai nst mnors or between spouses or between parent and child or

bet ween nmenbers of the same famly or household. Nothing in this section



shall be construed to abridge the authority or jurisdiction of courts to
appoi nt guardians in cases originating in those courts.

c. The famly court shall also have jurisdiction to determne, with
t he sane powers possessed by the suprene court, the following matters
when referred to the famly court fromthe suprene court: habeas corpus
proceedi ngs for the determ nation of the custody of minors; and in
actions and proceedings for marital separation, divorce, annul nent of
marri age and di ssolution of marriage, applications to fix tenporary or
per manent support and custody, or applications to enforce judgnents and
orders of support and of custody, or applications to nodify judgnents
and orders of support and of custody which may be granted only upon the
showing to the famly court that there has been a subsequent change of
ci rcunstances and that nodification is required.

d. The provisions of this section shall in no way limt or inpair the
jurisdiction of the suprene court as set forth in section seven of this
article.

8 14. The legislature may at any tinme provide that outside the city of
New York the sanme person may act and di scharge the duties of county
judge and surrogate or of judge of the famly court and surrogate, or of
county judge and judge of the famly court, or of all three positions in
any county.

8§ 15. a. The legislature shall by |law establish a single court of
city-wide civil jurisdiction and a single court of city-w de crim nal
jurisdiction in and for the city of New York and the | egislature my,
upon the request of the nmayor and the local |egislative body of the city
of New York, merge the two courts into one city-wi de court of both civi
and crimnal jurisdiction. The said city-wi de courts shall consist of
such nunber of judges as nay be provided by |aw. The judges of the court
of city-wide civil jurisdiction shall be residents of such city and
shall be chosen for terns of ten years by the electors of the counties
included within the city of New York fromdistricts within such counties



established by |law. The judges of the court of city-w de crim nal
jurisdiction shall be residents of such city and shall be appointed for
terms of ten years by the mayor of the city of New York.

b. The court of city-wide civil jurisdiction of the city of New York
shal |l have jurisdiction over the follow ng classes of actions and
proceedi ngs which shall be originated in such court in the manner
provi ded by |law. actions and proceedings for the recovery of noney,
actions and proceedings for the recovery of chattels and actions and
proceedi ngs for the foreclosure of nechanics liens and |iens on personal
property where the anount sought to be recovered or the value of the
property does not exceed fifty thousand dollars exclusive of interest
and costs, or such smaller amount as may be fixed by | aw, over summary
proceedi ngs to recover possession of real property and to renove tenants
t herefrom and over such other actions and proceedi ngs, not within the
exclusive jurisdiction of the suprene court, as may be provided by | aw
The court of city-wide civil jurisdiction shall further exercise such
equity jurisdiction as nay be provided by law and its jurisdiction to
enter judgnent upon a counterclaimfor the recovery of noney only shal
be unlimted.

c. The court of city-wide crimnal jurisdiction of the city of New
York shall have jurisdiction over crinmes and other violations of |aw,
ot her than those prosecuted by indictnment, provided, however, that the
| egi slature may grant to said court jurisdiction over m sdenmeanors
prosecuted by indictnent; and over such other actions and proceedi ngs,
not within the exclusive jurisdiction of the suprenme court, as may be
provi ded by | aw.

d. The provisions of this section shall in no way limt or inpair the
jurisdiction of the suprene court as set forth in section seven of this
article.

8§ 16. a. The district court of Nassau county may be continued under
existing law and the | egislature may, at the request of the board of
supervi sors or other elective governing body of any county outside the



city of New York, establish the district court for the entire area of

such county or for a portion of such county consisting of one or nore

cities, or one or nore towns which are contiguous, or of a conbination
of such cities and such towns provided at | east one of such cities is

contiguous to one of such towns.

b. No | aw establishing the district court for an entire county shal
becone effective unl ess approved at a general election on the question
of the approval of such law by a majority of the votes cast thereon by
the electors within the area of any cities in the county consi dered as
one unit and by a mpjority of the votes cast thereon by the electors
within the area outside of cities in the county considered as one unit.

c. No law establishing the district court for a portion of a county
shal | becone effective unless approved at a general election on the
question of the approval of such law by a majority of the votes cast
thereon by the electors within the area of any cities included in such
portion of the county considered as one unit and by a majority of the
votes cast thereon by the electors within the area outside of cities
i ncluded in such portion of the county considered as one unit.

d. The district court shall have such jurisdiction as nay be provided
by law, but not in any respect greater than the jurisdiction of the
courts for the city of New York as provided in section fifteen of this
article, provided, however, that in actions and proceedings for the
recovery of noney, actions and proceedi ngs for the recovery of chattels
and actions and proceedi ngs for the foreclosure of nmechanics |iens and
| iens on personal property, the anobunt sought to be recovered or the
val ue of the property shall not exceed fifteen thousand doll ars
excl usive of interest and costs.

e. The legislature may create districts of the district court which
shal |l consist of an entire county or of an area |less than a county.

f. There shall be at |east one judge of the district court for each
district and such number of additional judges in each district as may be
provi ded by | aw.



g. The judges of the district court shall be apportioned anong the
districts as may be provided by law, and to the extent practicable, in
accordance with the popul ation and the volune of judicial business.

h. The judges shall be residents of the district and shall be chosen
by the electors of the district. Their terns shall be six years from and
including the first day of January next after their election.

i. The legislature may regul ate and discontinue the district court in
any county or portion thereof.

8§ 17. a. Courts for towns, villages and cities outside the city of New
York are continued and shall have the jurisdiction prescribed by the
| egi slature but not in any respect greater than the jurisdiction of the
district court as provided in section sixteen of this article.

b. The | egislature may regul ate such courts, establish uniform
jurisdiction, practice and procedure for city courts outside the city of
New York and nmay di scontinue any village or city court outside the city
of New York existing on the effective date of this article. The
| egi sl ature may di scontinue any town court existing on the effective
date of this article only with the approval of a nmgjority of the total
votes cast at a general election on the question of a proposed
di sconti nuance of the court in each such town affected thereby.

c. The legislature may abolish the |egislative functions on town
boards of justices of the peace and provide that town council men be
elected in their stead.

d. The nunber of the judges of each of such town, village and city
courts and the classification and duties of the judges shall be
prescri bed by the | egislature. The ternms, nethod of selection and net hod
of filling vacancies for the judges of such courts shall be prescribed
by the | egislature, provided, however, that the justices of town courts
shall be chosen by the electors of the town for ternms of four years from



and including the first day of January next after their election.

§ 18. a. Trial by jury is guaranteed as provided in article one of
this constitution. The |l egislature may provide that in any court of
original jurisdiction a jury shall be conposed of six or of twelve
persons and may aut horize any court which shall have jurisdiction over
crinmes and other violations of |law, other than crinmes prosecuted by
indictment, to try such natters without a jury, provided, however, that
crines prosecuted by indictnment shall be tried by a jury conposed of
twel ve persons, unless a jury trial has been waived as provided in
section two of article one of this constitution.

b. The | egislature may provide for the manner of trial of actions and
proceedi ngs involving clains agai nst the state.

8§ 19. a. The suprene court may transfer any action or proceeding,
except one over which it shall have exclusive jurisdiction which does
not depend upon the nonetary anmount sought, to any other court having
jurisdiction of the subject matter within the judicial departnent
provi ded that such other court has jurisdiction over the classes of
persons nanmed as parties. As nmay be provided by |aw, the suprene court
may transfer to itself any action or proceeding originated or pending in
anot her court within the judicial department other than the court of
clainms upon a finding that such a transfer will pronote the
adm ni stration of justice.

b. The county court shall transfer to the suprenme court or surrogate's
court or famly court any action or proceedi ng which has not been
transferred to it fromthe suprene court or surrogate's court or famly
court and over which the county court has no jurisdiction. The county
court may transfer any action or proceedi ng, except a crimnal action or
proceedi ng involving a felony prosecuted by indictnment or an action or
proceeding required by this article to be dealt with in the surrogate's
court or famly court, to any court, other than the suprene court,
having jurisdiction of the subject nmatter within the county provided



that such other court has jurisdiction over the classes of persons naned
as parties.

c. As may be provided by |aw, the suprene court or the county court
may transfer to the county court any action or proceeding originated or
pending in the district court or a town, village or city court outside
the city of New York upon a finding that such a transfer will pronote
the adm nistration of justice.

d. The surrogate's court shall transfer to the suprene court or the
county court or the famly court or the courts for the city of New York
established pursuant to section fifteen of this article any action or
proceedi ng whi ch has not been transferred to it fromany of said courts
and over which the surrogate's court has no jurisdiction.

e. The famly court shall transfer to the suprene court or the
surrogate's court or the county court or the courts for the city of New
York established pursuant to section fifteen of this article any action
or proceedi ng which has not been transferred to it fromany of said
courts and over which the famly court has no jurisdiction.

f. The courts for the city of New York established pursuant to section
fifteen of this article shall transfer to the suprene court or the
surrogate's court or the famly court any action or proceedi ng which has
not been transferred to themfromany of said courts and over which the
said courts for the city of New York have no jurisdiction.

g. As may be provided by law, the suprene court shall transfer any
action or proceeding to any other court having jurisdiction of the
subject matter in any other judicial district or county provided that
such other court has jurisdiction over the classes of persons naned as
parties.

h. As may be provided by law, the county court, the surrogate's court,
the fam |y court and the courts for the city of New York established
pursuant to section fifteen of this article nay transfer any action or
proceedi ng, other than one which has previously been transferred to it,



to any other court, except the supreme court, having jurisdiction of the
subject matter in any other judicial district or county provided that
such other court has jurisdiction over the classes of persons naned as
parties.

i. As may be provided by law, the district court or a town, village or
city court outside the city of New York may transfer any action or
proceedi ng, other than one which has previously been transferred to it,
to any court, other than the county court or the surrogate's court or
the fam |y court or the supreme court, having jurisdiction of the
subject matter in the same or an adjoining county provided that such
ot her court has jurisdiction over the classes of persons naned as
parties.

j. Each court shall exercise jurisdiction over any action or
proceeding transferred to it pursuant to this section.

k. The |l egislature may provide that the verdict or judgnent in actions
and proceedi ngs so transferred shall not be subject to the limtation of
nonetary jurisdiction of the court to which the actions and proceedi ngs
are transferred if that limtation be |ower than that of the court in
whi ch the actions and proceedi ngs were ori gi nat ed.

8§ 20. a. No person, other than one who hol ds such office at the
effective date of this article, may assune the office of judge of the
court of appeals, justice of the suprene court, or judge of the court of
claims unl ess he or she has been admtted to practice lawin this state
at least ten years. No person, other than one who holds such office at
the effective date of this article, may assune the office of judge of
the county court, surrogate's court, famly court, a court for the city
of New York established pursuant to section fifteen of this article,
district court or city court outside the city of New York unless he or
she has been admitted to practice lawin this state at |east five years
or such greater nunber of years as the |egislature nmay determn ne.

b. A judge of the court of appeals, justice of the suprene court,



judge of the court of clains, judge of a county court, judge of the
surrogate's court, judge of the fam |y court or judge of a court for the
city of New York established pursuant to section fifteen of this article
who is elected or appointed after the effective date of this article my
not :

(1) hold any other public office or trust except an office in relation
to the admnistration of the courts, menber of a constitutional
convention or menber of the armed forces of the United States or of the
state of New York in which [atter event the |egislature nay enact such
| egislation as it deens appropriate to provide for a tenporary judge or
justice to serve during the period of the absence of such judge or
justice in the arnmed forces;

(2) be eligible to be a candidate for any public office other than
judicial office or menber of a constitutional convention, unless he or
she resigns fromjudicial office; in the event a judge or justice does
not so resign fromjudicial office within ten days after his or her
acceptance of the nom nation of such other office, his or her judicial
of fice shall becone vacant and the vacancy shall be filled in the manner
provided in this article;

(3) hold any office or assune the duties or exercise the powers of any
of fice of any political organization or be a nenber of any governing or
executive agency thereof;

(4) engage in the practice of law, act as an arbitrator, referee or
conpensated nediator in any action or proceeding or matter or engage in
t he conduct of any other profession or business which interferes with
the performance of his or her judicial duties.

Judges and justices of the courts specified in this subdivision shall
al so be subject to such rules of conduct as may be pronul gated by the
chief adm nistrator of the courts with the approval of the court of
appeal s.

c. Qualifications for and restrictions upon the judges of district,
town, village or city courts outside the city of New York, other than
such qualifications and restrictions specifically set forth in
subdi vision a of this section, shall be prescribed by the |egislature,
provi ded, however, that the |l egislature shall require a course of



trai ning and education to be conpleted by justices of town and vill age
courts selected after the effective date of this article who have not
been admtted to practice lawin this state. Judges of such courts shal
al so be subject to such rules of conduct not inconsistent with | aws as
may be promul gated by the chief admi nistrator of the courts with the
approval of the court of appeals.

8§ 21. a. Wen a vacancy shall occur, otherw se than by expiration of
term in the office of justice of the suprene court, of judge of the
county court, of judge of the surrogate's court or judge of the famly
court outside the city of New York, it shall be filled for a full term
at the next general election held not |ess than three nonths after such
vacancy occurs and, until the vacancy shall be so filled, the governor
by and with the advice and consent of the senate, if the senate shall be
in session, or, if the senate not be in session, the governor may fil
such vacancy by an appoi ntmrent which shall continue until and incl uding
the | ast day of Decenber next after the election at which the vacancy
shal |l be filled.

b. When a vacancy shall occur, otherw se than by expiration of term
in the office of judge of the court of clainms, it shall be filled for
the unexpired termin the sane manner as an origi nal appoi ntnent.

c. When a vacancy shall occur, otherwi se than by expiration of term
in the office of judge elected to the city-wi de court of civil
jurisdiction of the city of New York, it shall be filled for a full term
at the next general election held not |ess than three nonths after such
vacancy occurs and, until the vacancy shall be so filled, the mayor of
the city of New York may fill such vacancy by an appoi nt nent whi ch shal
continue until and including the |ast day of Decenber next after the
el ection at which the vacancy shall be filled. Wen a vacancy shal
occur, otherwi se than by expiration of termon the |ast day of Decenber
of any year, in the office of judge appointed to the famly court within
the city of New York or the city-wide court of crimnal jurisdiction of
the city of New York, the mayor of the city of New York shall fill such
vacancy by an appointnent for the unexpired term



d. When a vacancy shall occur, otherwi se than by expiration of term
in the office of judge of the district court, it shall be filled for a
full termat the next general election held not |ess than three nonths
after such vacancy occurs and, until the vacancy shall be so filled, the
board of supervisors or the supervisor or supervisors of the affected
district if such district consists of a portion of a county or, in
counties with an el ected county executive officer, such county executive
of ficer my, subject to confirmation by the board of supervisors or the
supervi sor or supervisors of such district, fill such vacancy by an
appoi nt ment whi ch shall continue until and including the |ast day of
Decenber next after the election at which the vacancy shall be fill ed.

§ 22. a. There shall be a conm ssion on judicial conduct. The
commi ssion on judicial conduct shall receive, initiate, investigate and
hear conplaints with respect to the conduct, qualifications, fitness to
perform or performance of official duties of any judge or justice of the
unified court system in the manner provided by law, and, in accordance
wi th subdivision d of this section, may determ ne that a judge or
justice be adnoni shed, censured or renoved fromoffice for cause,
i ncluding, but not limted to, m sconduct in office, persistent failure
to performhis or her duties, habitual intenperance, and conduct, on or
of f the bench, prejudicial to the adm nistration of justice, or that a
judge or justice be retired for nental or physical disability preventing
the proper performance of his or her judicial duties. The conmmi ssion
shall transmt an* such determ nation to the chief judge of the court of
appeal s who shall cause witten notice of such determ nation to be given
to the judge or justice involved. Such judge or justice nay either
accept the comm ssion's determ nation or nake witten request to the
chief judge, within thirty days after recei pt of such notice, for a
revi ew of such determ nation by the court of appeals.

* So in original. ("an" should be "any".)

b. (1) The conm ssion on judicial conduct shall consist of eleven
menbers, of whom four shall be appointed by the governor, one by the
tenporary president of the senate, one by the mnority |eader of the



senate, one by the speaker of the assenbly, one by the mnority | eader
of the assenbly and three by the chief judge of the court of appeals. O
t he nenbers appoi nted by the governor one person shall be a nmenber of
the bar of the state but not a judge or justice, tw shall not be
menbers of the bar, justices or judges or retired justices or judges of
the unified court system and one shall be a judge or justice of the
unified court system O the nenbers appointed by the chief judge one
person shall be a justice of the appellate division of the suprene court
and two shall be judges or justices of a court or courts other than the
court of appeals or appellate divisions. None of the persons to be
appointed by the legislative | eaders shall be justices or judges or
retired justices or judges.

(2) The persons first appointed by the governor shall have
respectively one, two, three, and four-year terns as the governor shal
designate. The persons first appointed by the chief judge of the court
of appeal s shall have respectively two, three, and four-year terns as
t he governor shall designate. The person first appointed by the
tenporary president of the senate shall have a one-year term The person
first appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate shall have a
two-year term The person first appointed by the speaker of the assenbly
shall have a four-year term The person first appointed by the mnority
| eader of the assenbly shall have a three-year term Each nenber of the
commi ssion shall be appointed thereafter for a termof four years.

Comm ssi on nmenbership of a judge or justice appointed by the governor or
the chief judge shall termnate if such nmenber ceases to hold the
judicial position which qualified himor her for such appointnent.
Menbership shall also termnate if a nmenber attains a position which
woul d have rendered himor her ineligible for appointnent at the tinme of
appoi ntnment. A vacancy shall be filled by the appointing officer for the
remai nder of the term

c. The organi zation and procedure of the conm ssion on judicial
conduct shall be as provided by | aw. The conm ssion on judicial conduct
may establish its own rules and procedures not inconsistent with | aw.
Unl ess the | egislature shall provide otherwi se, the comm ssion shall be
enpowered to designate one of its nenbers or any other person as a
referee to hear and report concerning any natter before the conm ssion.



d. Inreviewing a determ nation of the comm ssion on judicial conduct,
the court of appeals nmay adnoni sh, censure, renove or retire, for the
reasons set forth in subdivision a of this section, any judge of the
unified court system In reviewing a determi nation of the conm ssion on
judicial conduct, the court of appeals shall review the comm ssion's
findings of fact and conclusions of |Iaw on the record of the proceedi ngs
upon which the comm ssion's determ nati on was based. The court of
appeals may inpose a |l ess or nore severe sanction prescribed by this
section than the one determ ned by the comm ssion, or inpose no
sanction.

e. The court of appeals may suspend a judge or justice from exercising
the powers of his or her office while there is pending a determ nation
by the conm ssion on judicial conduct for his or her renoval or
retirement, or while the judge or justice is charged in this state with
a felony by an indictnent or an information filed pursuant to section
six of article one. The suspension shall continue upon conviction and,
if the conviction becones final, the judge or justice shall be renoved
fromoffice. The suspension shall be term nated upon reversal of the
conviction and dism ssal of the accusatory instrunment. Nothing in this
subdi vi si on shall prevent the conmm ssion on judicial conduct from
determ ning that a judge or justice be adnoni shed, censured, renoved, or
retired pursuant to subdivision a of this section.

f. Upon the recommendati on of the comm ssion on judicial conduct or on
its own notion, the court of appeals nay suspend a judge or justice from
of fice when he or she is charged with a crine punishable as a fel ony
under the laws of this state, or any other crine which involves noral
turpi tude. The suspension shall continue upon conviction and, if the
conviction becones final, the judge or justice shall be renoved from
of fice. The suspension shall be term nated upon reversal of the
conviction and dism ssal of the accusatory instrunment. Nothing in this
subdi vi si on shall prevent the conm ssion on judicial conduct from
determ ning that a judge or justice be adnoni shed, censured, renoved, or
retired pursuant to subdivision a of this section.



g. A judge or justice who is suspended fromoffice by the court of
appeal s shall receive his or her judicial salary during such period of
suspensi on, unless the court directs otherwise. If the court has so
di rected and such suspension is thereafter term nated, the court nay
direct that the judge or justice shall be paid his or her salary for
such period of suspension.

h. A judge or justice retired by the court of appeals shall be
considered to have retired voluntarily. A judge or justice renoved by
the court of appeals shall be ineligible to hold other judicial office.

i . Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of this section, the
| egi slature may provide by law for review of determ nations of the
commi ssion on judicial conduct with respect to justices of town and
village courts by an appell ate division of the suprene court. In such
event, all references in this section to the court of appeals and the
chi ef judge thereof shall be deened references to an appellate division
and the presiding justice thereof, respectively.

j. If acourt on the judiciary shall have been convened before the
effective date of this section and the proceedi ng shall not be concl uded
by that date, the court on the judiciary shall have continuing
jurisdiction beyond the effective date of this section to concl ude the
proceeding. All matters pending before the fornmer comm ssion on judicial
conduct on the effective date of this section shall be disposed of in
such manner as shall be provided by | aw

8§ 23. a. Judges of the court of appeals and justices of the suprene
court may be renoved by concurrent resol ution of both houses of the
| egislature, if two-thirds of all the nenbers elected to each house
concur therein.

b. Judges of the court of clains, the county court, the surrogate's
court, the famly court, the courts for the city of New York established
pursuant to section fifteen of this article, the district court and such
other courts as the legislature nay determ ne may be renoved by the



senate, on the recomrendation of the governor, if two-thirds of all the
menbers el ected to the senate concur therein.

c. No judge or justice shall be renoved by virtue of this section
except for cause, which shall be entered on the journals, nor unless he
or she shall have been served with a statenment of the cause alleged, and
shal | have had an opportunity to be heard. On the question of renoval,

t he yeas and nays shall be entered on the journal.

8§ 24. The assenbly shall have the power of inpeachnent by a vote of a
majority of all the nenbers elected thereto. The court for the trial of
i npeachnents shall be conposed of the president of the senate, the
senators, or the major part of them and the judges of the court of
appeals, or the nmpjor part of them On the trial of an inpeachnent
agai nst the governor or |ieutenant-governor, neither the
| i eut enant - governor nor the tenporary president of the senate shall act
as a nenber of the court. No judicial officer shall exercise his or her
office after articles of inpeachnent agai nst himor her shall have been
preferred to the senate, until he or she shall have been acquitted.
Before the trial of an inpeachnment, the nenbers of the court shall take
an oath or affirmation truly and inpartially to try the inpeachnent
according to the evidence, and no person shall be convicted wthout the
concurrence of two-thirds of the nmenbers present. Judgnent in cases of
i npeachnent shall not extend further than to renoval fromoffice, or
renoval fromoffice and disqualification to hold and enjoy any public
of fice of honor, trust, or profit under this state; but the party
i npeached shall be liable to indictnent and puni shnment according to | aw

§ 25. a. The conpensation of a judge of the court of appeals, a
justice of the suprene court, a judge of the court of clainms, a judge of
the county court, a judge of the surrogate's court, a judge of the
famly court, a judge of a court for the city of New York established
pursuant to section fifteen of this article, a judge of the district
court or of aretired judge or justice shall be established by | aw and
shall not be dimnished during the termof office for which he or she



was el ected or appointed. Any judge or justice of a court abolished by
section thirty-five of this article, who pursuant to that section
becones a judge or justice of a court established or continued by this
article, shall receive without interruption or dimnution for the
remai nder of the termfor which he or she was el ected or appointed to
t he abolished court the conpensation he or she had been receiving upon
the effective date of this article together with any additi onal
conpensation that may be prescribed by |aw.

b. Each judge of the court of appeals, justice of the suprenme court,
judge of the court of clains, judge of the county court, judge of the
surrogate's court, judge of the famly court, judge of a court for the
city of New York established pursuant to section fifteen of this article
and judge of the district court shall retire on the | ast day of Decenber
in the year in which he or she reaches the age of seventy. Each such
former judge of the court of appeals and justice of the suprene court
may thereafter performthe duties of a justice of the supreme court,
wi th power to hear and determ ne actions and proceedi ngs, provided,
however, that it shall be certificated in the nmanner provided by |aw
that the services of such judge or justice are necessary to expedite the
busi ness of the court and that he or she is nentally and physically able
and conpetent to performthe full duties of such office. Any such
certification shall be valid for a termof two years and may be extended
as provided by law for additional ternms of two years. A retired judge or
justice shall serve no longer than until the |ast day of Decenber in the
year in which he or she reaches the age of seventy-six. Aretired judge
or justice shall be subject to assignnment by the appellate division of
the suprenme court of the judicial department of his or her residence.
Any retired justice of the suprene court who had been designated to and
served as a justice of any appellate division inmediately preceding his
or her reaching the age of seventy shall be eligible for designation by
the governor as a tenporary or additional justice of the appellate
division. Aretired judge or justice shall not be counted in determning
the nunber of justices in a judicial district for purposes of
subdi vision d of section six of this article.

c. The provisions of this section shall also be applicable to any



judge or justice who has not reached the age of seventy-six and to whom
it would otherwi se have been applicable but for the fact that he or she
reached the age of seventy and retired before the effective date of this
article.

8§ 26. a. Ajustice of the suprene court may performthe duties of
office or hold court in any county and may be tenporarily assigned to
the suprenme court in any judicial district or to the court of clains. A
justice of the suprene court in the city of New York nay be tenporarily
assigned to the famly court in the city of New York or to the
surrogate's court in any county within the city of New York when
required to dispose of the business of such court.

b. A judge of the court of clains may performthe duties of office or
hold court in any county and may be tenporarily assigned to the suprene
court in any judicial district.

c. A judge of the county court may performthe duties of office or
hold court in any county and may be tenporarily assigned to the suprene
court in the judicial departnment of his or her residence or to the
county court or the famly court in any county or to the surrogate's
court in any county outside the city of New York or to a court for the
city of New York established pursuant to section fifteen of this
article.

d. A judge of the surrogate's court in any county within the city of
New York may performthe duties of office or hold court in any county
and may be tenporarily assigned to the suprene court in the judicial
departnment of his or her residence.

e. A judge of the surrogate's court in any county outside the city of
New York may performthe duties of office or hold court in any county
and may be tenporarily assigned to the suprene court in the judicial
departnment of his or her residence or to the county court or the famly
court in any county or to a court for the city of New York established
pursuant to section fifteen of this article.



f. Ajudge of the famly court may performthe duties of office or
hol d court in any county and may be tenporarily assigned to the suprene
court in the judicial departnment of his or her residence or to the
county court or the famly court in any county or to the surrogate's
court in any county outside of the city of New York or to a court for
the city of New York established pursuant to section fifteen of this
article.

g. A judge of a court for the city of New York established pursuant to
section fifteen of this article may performthe duties of office or hold
court in any county and rmay be tenporarily assigned to the suprenme court
in the judicial departnent of his or her residence or to the county
court or the famly court in any county or to the other court for the
city of New York established pursuant to section fifteen of this
article.

h. A judge of the district court in any county may performthe duties
of office or hold court in any county and may be tenporarily assigned to
the county court in the judicial departnent of his or her residence or
to a court for the city of New York established pursuant to section
fifteen of this article or to the district court in any county.

i. Tenporary assignnments of all the foregoing judges or justices
listed in this section, and of judges of the city courts pursuant to
par agraph two of subdivision j of this section, shall be nade by the
chief adm nistrator of the courts in accordance with standards and
adm nistrative policies established pursuant to section twenty-eight of
this article.

j. (1) The legislature may provide for tenmporary assignnents within
the county of residence or any adjoining county, of judges of town,
village or city courts outside the city of New York.

(2) I'n addition to any tenporary assignnents to which a judge of a
city court may be subject pursuant to paragraph one of this subdivision,
such judge al so nmay be tenporarily assigned by the chief adm nistrator
of the courts to the county court, the famly court or the district



court within his or her county of residence or any adjoining county
provi ded he or she is not permtted to practice |aw.

k. While tenporarily assigned pursuant to the provisions of this
section, any judge or justice shall have the powers, duties and
jurisdiction of a judge or justice of the court to which assigned. After
the expiration of any tenporary assignnment, as provided in this section,
the judge or justice assigned shall have all the powers, duties and
jurisdiction of a judge or justice of the court to which he or she was
assigned with respect to matters pending before himor her during the
term of such tenporary assi gnment.

§ 27. The governor may, when in his or her opinion the public interest
requires, appoint extraordinary terns of the suprenme court. The governor
shal | designate the tinme and place of holding the termand the justice
who shall hold the term The governor may term nate the assignnent of
the justice and may nanme another justice in his or her place to hold the
term

§ 28. a. The chief judge of the court of appeals shall be the chief
judge of the state of New York and shall be the chief judicial officer
of the unified court system There shall be an adm nistrative board of
the courts which shall consist of the chief judge of the court of
appeal s as chairperson and the presiding justice of the appellate
di vision of the suprene court of each judicial department. The chi ef
judge shall, with the advice and consent of the adm nistrative board of
the courts, appoint a chief adm nistrator of the courts who shall serve
at the pleasure of the chief judge.

b. The chief adm nistrator, on behalf of the chief judge, shal
supervi se the adm ni stration and operation of the unified court system
In the exercise of such responsibility, the chief adm nistrator of the
courts shall have such powers and duties as may be del egated to himor
her by the chief judge and such additional powers and duties as nay be
provi ded by | aw.



c. The chief judge, after consultation with the adm nistrative board,
shal | establish standards and adm nistrative policies for general
application throughout the state, which shall be submtted by the chief
judge to the court of appeals, together with the recommendations, if
any, of the admi nistrative board. Such standards and adm nistrative
policies shall be promul gated after approval by the court of appeals.

8§ 29. a. The legislature shall provide for the allocation of the cost
of operating and mai ntaining the court of appeals, the appellate
di vision of the suprene court in each judicial departnment, the suprene
court, the court of clains, the county court, the surrogate's court, the
famly court, the courts for the city of New York established pursuant
to section fifteen of this article and the district court, anong the
state, the counties, the city of New York and other political
subdi vi si ons.

b. The legislature shall provide for the subnmi ssion of the item zed
esti mates of the annual financial needs of the courts referred to in
subdi vision a of this section to the chief adm nistrator of the courts
to be forwarded to the appropriating bodies with recomendati ons and
conment .

c. Insofar as the expense of the courts is borne by the state or paid
by the state in the first instance, the final determ nation of the
item zed estinmates of the annual financial needs of the courts shall be
made by the |egislature and the governor in accordance with articles
four and seven of this constitution.

d. Insofar as the expense of the courts is not paid by the state in
the first instance and is borne by counties, the city of New York or
ot her political subdivisions, the final determ nation of the item zed
esti mates of the annual financial needs of the courts shall be made by
t he appropriate governing bodi es of such counties, the city of New York
or other political subdivisions.



8§ 30. The legislature shall have the sane power to alter and regul ate
the jurisdiction and proceedings in law and in equity that it has
her et of ore exercised. The | egislature my, on such terns as it shal
provi de and subject to subsequent nodification, delegate, in whole or in
part, to a court, including the appellate division of the supreme court,
or to the chief admnistrator of the courts, any power possessed by the
| egislature to regul ate practice and procedure in the courts. The chi ef
adm ni strator of the courts shall exercise any such power delegated to
himor her with the advice and consent of the adm nistrative board of
the courts. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the adoption of
regul ati ons by individual courts consistent with the general practice
and procedure as provided by statute or general rules.

8§ 31. This article does not apply to the peacenakers courts or other
I ndi an courts, the existence and operation of which shall continue as
may be provided by | aw.

8§ 32. When any court having jurisdiction over a child shall conmmt it
or remand it to an institution or agency or place it in the custody of
any person by parole, placing out, adoption or guardi anship, the child
shall be commtted or remanded or placed, when practicable, in an
institution or agency governed by persons, or in the custody of a
person, of the same religious persuasion as the child.

§ 33. Existing provisions of law not inconsistent with this article
shall continue in force until repeal ed, anended, nodified or superseded
i n accordance with the provisions of this article. The |egislature shal
enact appropriate laws to carry into effect the purposes and provi sions
of this article, and may, for the purpose of inplenenting, supplenenting
or clarifying any of its provisions, enact any |aws, not inconsistent
with the provisions of this article, necessary or desirable in pronoting
the objectives of this article.



8§ 34. a. The court of appeals, the appellate division of the supremne
court, the suprenme court, the court of clains, the county court in
counties outside the city of New York, the surrogate's court and the
district court of Nassau county shall hear and determ ne all appeals,
actions and proceedi ngs pending therein on the effective date of this
article except that the appellate division of the suprenme court in the
first and second judicial departnents or the appellate termin such
departnents, if so directed by the appropriate appellate division of the
suprene court, shall hear and determ ne all appeals pending in the
appel late terns of the suprenme court in the first and second j udi ci al
departnments and in the court of special sessions of the city of New York
and except that the county court or an appellate termshall, as may be
provi ded by |aw, hear and determ ne all appeals pending in the county
court or the supreme court other than an appellate term Further appeal
froma decision of the county court, the appellate termor the appellate
di vision of the suprene court, rendered on or after the effective date
of this article, shall be governed by the provisions of this article.

b. The justices of the suprenme court in office on the effective date
of this article shall hold their offices as justices of the suprene
court until the expiration of their respective terns.

c. The judges of the court of clains in office on the effective date
of this article shall hold their offices as judges of the court of
clainms until the expiration of their respective terns.

d. The surrogates, and county judges outside the city of New York,
i ncludi ng the special county judges of the counties of Erie and SuffolKk,
in office on the effective date of this article shall hold office as
judges of the surrogate's court or county judge, respectively, of such
counties until the expiration of their respective terns.

e. The judges of the district court of Nassau county in office on the
effective date of this article shall hold their offices until the
expiration of their respective terns.



f. Judges of courts for towns, villages and cities outside the city of
New York in office on the effective date of this article shall hold
their offices until the expiration of their respective terns.

8§ 35. a. The children's courts, the court of general sessions of the
county of New York, the county courts of the counties of Bronx, Kings,
Queens and Richnond, the city court of the city of New York, the
donestic relations court of the city of New York, the nunicipal court of
the city of New York, the court of special sessions of the city of New
York and the city magi strates' courts of the city of New York are
abol i shed fromand after the effective date of this article and
t her eupon the seals, records, papers and docunents of or belonging to
such courts shall, unless otherw se provided by |aw, be deposited in the
offices of the clerks of the several counties in which these courts now
exi st.

b. The judges of the county court of the counties of Bronx, Kings,
Queens and Ri chnond and the judges of the court of general sessions of
the county of New York in office on the effective date of this article
shall, for the remainder of the terns for which they were el ected or
appoi nted, be justices of the suprenme court in and for the judicial
district which includes the county in which they resided on that date.
The sal aries of such justices shall be the sanme as the salaries of the
ot her justices of the suprene court residing in the sane judici al
district and shall be paid in the sane manner. All actions and
proceedi ngs pending in the county court of the counties of Bronx, Kings,
Queens and Richnond and in the court of general sessions of the county
of New York on the effective date of this article shall be transferred
to the suprenme court in the county in which the action or proceedi ngs
was pendi ng, or otherw se as may be provided by | aw

c. The legislature shall provide by law that the justices of the city
court of the city of New York and the justices of the nunicipal court of
the city of New York in office on the date such courts are abolished
shall, for the remainder of the termfor which each was el ected or
appoi nted, be judges of the city-wide court of civil jurisdiction of the



city of New York established pursuant to section fifteen of this article
and for such district as the |egislature nmay determ ne.

d. The legislature shall provide by law that the justices of the court
of special sessions and the magi strates of the city magi strates' courts
of the city of New York in office on the date such courts are abolished
shall, for the remainder of the termfor which each was appointed, be
judges of the city-wide court of crimnal jurisdiction of the city of
New Yor k established pursuant to section fifteen provided, however, that
each termshall expire on the |ast day of the year in which it would
have expired except for the provisions of this article.

e. Al actions and proceedings pending in the city court of the city
of New York and the municipal court in the city of New York on the date
such courts are abolished shall be transferred to the city-w de court of
civil jurisdiction of the city of New York established pursuant to
section fifteen of this article or as otherw se provided by | aw.

f. Al actions and proceedi ngs pending in the court of special
sessions of the city of New York and the city magistrates' courts of the
city of New York on the date such courts are abolished shall be
transferred to the city-wide court of crimnal jurisdiction of the city
of New York established pursuant to section fifteen of this article or
as ot herw se provided by | aw

g. The special county judges of the counties of Broone, Chautauqua,
Jefferson, Oneida and Rockl and and the judges of the children's courts
in all counties outside the city of New York in office on the effective
date of this article shall, for the remainder of the ternms for which
they were el ected or appointed, be judges of the famly court in and for
the county in which they hold office. Except as otherw se provided in
this section, the office of special county judge and the office of
special surrogate is abolished fromand after the effective date of this
article and the terns of the persons hol ding such offices shal
term nate on that date.

h. Al actions and proceedings pending in the children's courts in



counties outside the city of New York on the effective date of this
article shall be transferred to the famly court in the respective
counties.

i. The justices of the donestic relations court of the city of New
York in office on the effective date of this article shall, for the
remai nder of the terns for which they were appointed, be judges of the
famly court within the city of New York.

j. Al actions and proceedi ngs pending in the donmestic relations court
of the city of New York on the effective date of this article shall be
transferred to the famly court in the city of New York.

k. The office of official referee is abolished, provided, however,
that official referees in office on the effective date of this article
shall, for the remainder of the terns for which they were appointed or
certified, be official referees of the court in which appointed or
certified or the successor court, as the case may be. At the expiration
of the termof any official referee, his or her office shall be
abol i shed and t hereupon such forner official referee shall be subject to
the rel evant provisions of section twenty-five of this article.

|. As may be provided by |law, the non-judicial personnel of the courts
affected by this article in office on the effective date of this article
shall, to the extent practicable, be continued w thout dimnution of
salaries and with the sanme status and rights in the courts established
or continued by this article; and especially skilled, experienced and
trai ned personnel shall, to the extent practicable, be assigned to |ike
functions in the courts which exercise the jurisdiction fornerly
exerci sed by the courts in which they were enployed. In the event that
the adoption of this article shall require or make possible a reduction
in the nunber of non-judicial personnel, or in the nunber of certain
categories of such personnel, such reduction shall be nmade, to the
extent practicable, by provision that the death, resignation, renoval or
retirement of an enpl oyee shall not create a vacancy until the reduced
nunber of personnel has been reached.



m |In the event that a judgnent or order was entered before the
effective date of this article and a right of appeal existed and notice
of appeal therefromis filed after the effective date of this article,
such appeal shall be taken fromthe suprene court, the county courts,
the surrogate's courts, the children's courts, the court of general
sessions of the county of New York and the donestic relations court of
the city of New York to the appellate division of the suprene court in
the judicial departnent in which such court was |ocated; fromthe court
of clainms to the appellate division of the suprene court in the third
judicial department, except for those clains which arose in the fourth
judicial departnment, in which case the appeal shall be to the appellate
di vision of the suprene court in the fourth judicial departnment; from
the city court of the city of New York, the rnunicipal court of the city
of New York, the court of special sessions of the city of New York and
the city magistrates' courts of the city of New York to the appellate
di vision of the suprene court in the judicial departnent in which such
court was | ocated, provided, however, that such appellate division of
the suprene court may transfer any such appeal to an appellate term if
such appellate term be established; and fromthe district court, town,
village and city courts outside the city of New York to the county court
in the county in which such court was | ocated, provided, however, that
the legislature may require the transfer of any such appeal to an
appellate term if such appellate term be established. Further appeal
froma decision of a county court or an appellate termor the appellate
di vision of the suprene court shall be governed by the provisions of
this article. However, if in any action or proceedi ng decided prior to
the effective date of this article, a party had a right of direct appeal
froma court of original jurisdiction to the court of appeals, such
appeal may be taken directly to the court of appeals.

n. In the event that an appeal was decided before the effective date
of this article and a further appeal could be taken as of right and
notice of appeal therefromis filed after the effective date of this
article, such appeal nay be taken fromthe appellate division of the
suprene court to the court of appeals and from any other court to the
appel l ate division of the supreme court. Further appeal from a decision
of the appellate division of the suprene court shall be governed by the



provisions of this article. If a further appeal could not be taken as of
right, such appeal shall be governed by the provisions of this article.

8§ 36. No civil or crimnal appeal, action or proceedi ng pendi ng before
any court or any judge or justice on the effective date of this article
shal | abate but such appeal, action or proceeding so pending shall be
continued in the courts as provided in this article and, for the
pur poses of the disposition of such actions or proceedings only, the
jurisdiction of any court to which any such action or proceeding is
transferred by this article shall be coextensive with the jurisdiction
of the fornmer court fromwhich the action or proceeding was transferred.
Except to the extent inconsistent with the provisions of this article,
subsequent proceedi ngs in such appeal, action or proceeding shall be
conducted in accordance with the laws in force on the effective date of
this article until superseded in the manner authorized by | aw.

§ 36-a. The anmendnments to the provisions of sections two, four, seven,
ei ght, eleven, twenty, twenty-two, twenty-six, twenty-eight, twenty-nine
and thirty of article six and to the provisions of section one of
article seven, as first proposed by a concurrent resolution passed by
the legislature in the year nineteen hundred seventy-six and entitled
"Concurrent Resolution of the Senate and Assenbly proposing anendnents
to articles six and seven of the constitution, in relation to the nmanner
of selecting judges of the court of appeals, creation of a comm ssion on
judicial conduct and adm nistration of the unified court system
providing for the effectiveness of such amendnents and the repeal of
subdi vi sion ¢ of section two, subdivision b of section seven,
subdi vision b of section eleven, section twenty-two and section
twenty-eight of article six thereof relating thereto", shall becone a
part of the constitution on the first day of January next after the
approval and ratification of the anendnents proposed by such concurrent
resol ution by the people but the provisions thereof shall not becone
operative and the repeal of subdivision c of section two, section
twenty-two and section twenty-eight shall not becone effective until the
first day of April next thereafter which date shall be deened the



effective date of such anmendnents and the chief judge and the associ ate
judges of the court of appeals in office on such effective date shal
hold their offices until the expiration of their respective terns. Upon
a vacancy in the office of any such judge, such vacancy shall be filled
in the manner provided in section two of article six.

8§ 36-c. The anendnents to the provisions of section twenty-two of
article six as first proposed by a concurrent resol ution passed by the
| egislature in the year nineteen hundred seventy-four and entitled
"Concurrent Resolution of the Senate and Assenbly proposing an anmendnent
to section twenty-two of article six and adding section thirty-six-c to
such article of the constitution, in relation to the powers of and
reconstituting the court on the judiciary and creating a conm ssion on
judicial conduct", shall becone a part of the constitution on the first
day of January next after the approval and ratification of the
anendnent s proposed by such concurrent resolution by the people but the
provi sions thereof shall not becone operative until the first day of
Sept enber next thereafter which date shall be deened the effective date
of such anmendnents.

8§ 37. This article shall becone a part of the constitution on the
first day of January next after the approval and ratification of this
anendnent by the people but its provisions shall not becone operative
until the first day of Septenber next thereafter which date shall be
deened the effective date of this article.

ARTI CLE VI |
St at e Fi nances
Sec.
1. Estimates by departnents, the legislature and the judiciary of
needed appropriations; hearings.
2. Executive budget.
3. Budget bills; appearances before | egislature.
4. Action on budget bills by legislature; effect thereof.



Restrictions on consideration of other appropriations.
Restrictions on content of appropriation bills.
Appropriation bills.

G ft or loan of state credit or noney prohibited; exceptions

for enunerated purposes.
9. Short termstate debts in anticipation of taxes, revenues and
proceeds of sale of authorized bonds.

10. State debts on account of invasion, insurrection, war and
forest fires.

11. State debts generally; manner of contracting; referendum

12. State debts generally; how paid; restrictions on use of bond
proceeds.

13. Refund of state debts.

14. State debt for elimnation of railroad crossings at grade;
expenses; how borne; construction and reconstruction of state
hi ghways and par kways.

15. Sinking funds; how kept and invested; incone therefrom and
application thereof.

16. Paynent of state debts; when conptroller to pay w thout
appropri ation.

17. Authorizing the legislature to establish a fund or funds for

tax revenue stabilization reserves; regulating paynents

thereto and withdrawal s therefrom

© N o o

18. Bonus on account of service of certain veterans in world war
.
19. State debt for expansion of state university.

ARTI CLE VI |
St at e Fi nances

Section 1. For the preparation of the budget, the head of each
departnment of state governnment, except the |egislature and judiciary,
shal |l furnish the governor such estinmates and information in such form
and at such tines as the governor nay require, copies of which shal
forthwith be furnished to the appropriate commttees of the |egislature.
The governor shall hold hearings thereon at which the governor nay



require the attendance of heads of departnments and their subordi nates.
Desi gnated representatives of such commttees shall be entitled to
attend the hearings thereon and to nmake inquiry concerning any part

t her eof .

Item zed estimates of the financial needs of the |egislature,
certified by the presiding officer of each house, and of the judiciary,
approved by the court of appeals and certified by the chief judge of the
court of appeals, shall be transmtted to the governor not |ater than
the first day of Decenber in each year for inclusion in the budget
Wi t hout revision but with such reconmendati ons as the governor nmay deem
proper. Copies of the item zed estimtes of the financial needs of the
judiciary also shall forthwith be transmtted to the appropriate
commttees of the |egislature.

8§ 2. Annually, on or before the first day of February in each year
following the year fixed by the constitution for the el ection of
governor and |ieutenant governor, and on or before the second Tuesday
following the first day of the annual neeting of the legislature, in al
ot her years, the governor shall submt to the |egislature a budget
containing a conplete plan of expenditures proposed to be nade before
the close of the ensuing fiscal year and all nobneys and revenues
estimated to be available therefor, together with an expl anation of the
basis of such estimtes and recommendati ons as to proposed | egislation,
i f any, which the governor may deem necessary to provi de noneys and
revenues sufficient to neet such proposed expenditures. It shall also
contain such other reconmendations and information as the governor nay
deem proper and such additional information as nay be required by | aw.

§ 3. At the tinme of submitting the budget to the legislature the
governor shall submt a bill or bills containing all the proposed
appropriations and reappropriations included in the budget and the
proposed | egislation, if any, recomended therein.

The governor may at any tine within thirty days thereafter and, with



the consent of the legislature, at any tine before the adjournnent
t hereof , anend or suppl enent the budget and submt anendnments to any
bills submtted by himor her or submt supplenental bills.

The governor and the heads of departnments shall have the right, and it
shall be the duty of the heads of departnents when requested by either
house of the legislature or an appropriate comrittee thereof, to appear
and be heard in respect to the budget during the consideration thereof,
and to answer inquiries relevant thereto. The procedure for such
appearances and inquiries shall be provided by | aw

8 4. The legislature may not alter an appropriation bill submtted by
t he governor except to strike out or reduce itens therein, but it my
add thereto itens of appropriation provided that such additions are
stated separately and distinctly fromthe original itens of the bill and
refer each to a single object or purpose. None of the restrictions of
this section, however, shall apply to appropriations for the |egislature
or judiciary.

Such an appropriation bill shall when passed by both houses be a | aw
i medi ately without further action by the governor, except that
appropriations for the legislature and judiciary and separate itens
added to the governor's bills by the legislature shall be subject to
approval of the governor as provided in section 7 of article IV.

8 5. Neither house of the |egislature shall consider any other bil
maki ng an appropriation until all the appropriation bills submtted by
t he governor shall have been finally acted on by both houses, except on
nessage fromthe governor certifying to the necessity of the inmediate
passage of such a bill.

8§ 6. Except for appropriations contained in the bills submtted by the
governor and in a supplenental appropriation bill for the support of
governnment, no appropriations shall be made except by separate bills



each for a single object or purpose. Al such bills and such
suppl emental appropriation bill shall be subject to the governor's
approval as provided in section 7 of article IV.

No provision shall be enbraced in any appropriation bill submtted by
t he governor or in such supplenental appropriation bill unless it
rel ates specifically to sonme particular appropriation in the bill, and

any such provision shall be limted in its operation to such
appropri ation.

8 7. No noney shall ever be paid out of the state treasury or any of
its funds, or any of the funds under its managenent, except in pursuance
of an appropriation by |aw, nor unless such paynent be made within two
years next after the passage of such appropriation act; and every such
| aw maki ng a new appropriation or continuing or reviving an
appropriation, shall distinctly specify the sum appropriated, and the
obj ect or purpose to which it is to be applied; and it shall not be
sufficient for such law to refer to any other law to fix such sum

§ 8. 1. The noney of the state shall not be given or |loaned to or in
aid of any private corporation or association, or private undertaki ng;
nor shall the credit of the state be given or |oaned to or in aid of any
i ndi vidual, or public or private corporation or association, or private
undert aki ng, but the foregoing provisions shall not apply to any fund or
property now held or which may hereafter be held by the state for
educational, nmental health or nental retardation purposes.

2. Subject to the Iimtations on indebtedness and taxation, nothing in
this constitution contained shall prevent the |egislature from providing
for the aid, care and support of the needy directly or through
subdi vi sions of the state; or for the protection by insurance or
ot herwi se, agai nst the hazards of unenploynent, sickness and old age; or
for the education and support of the blind, the deaf, the dunb, the
physi cal | y handi capped, the nmentally ill, the enotionally disturbed, the
mentally retarded or juvenile delinquents as it nmay deem proper; or for



health and welfare services for all children, either directly or through
subdi vi sions of the state, including school districts; or for the aid,
care and support of neglected and dependent children and of the needy
sick, through agencies and institutions authorized by the state board of
social welfare or other state departnent having the power of inspection
t hereof, by paynents nade on a per capita basis directly or through the
subdi vi sions of the state; or for the increase in the anount of pensions
of any menber of a retirenent systemof the state, or of a subdivision
of the state; or for an increase in the anmount of pension benefits of
any wi dow or wi dower of a retired nenber of a retirenent system of the
state or of a subdivision of the state to whom payabl e as beneficiary
under an optional settlenent in connection with the pension of such
menber. The enuneration of |egislative powers in this paragraph shal

not be taken to dim nish any power of the |egislature hitherto existing.

3. Nothing in this constitution contained shall prevent the
| egi slature fromauthorizing the | oan of the noney of the state to a
public corporation to be organi zed for the purpose of making | oans to
non-profit corporations or for the purpose of guaranteeing | oans made by
banki ng organi zations, as that termshall be defined by the |egislature,
to finance the construction of new industrial or manufacturing plants,
the construction of new buildings to be used for research and
devel opnment, the construction of other eligible business facilities, and
for the purchase of machinery and equi pnent related to such new
i ndustrial or manufacturing plants, research and devel opnent bui | di ngs,
and other eligible business facilities in this state or the acquisition,
rehabilitation or inprovenment of former or existing industrial or
manuf acturing plants, buildings to be used for research and devel opnent,
other eligible business facilities, and nmachi nery and equi prment in this
state, including the acquisition of real property therefor, and the use
of such noney by such public corporation for such purposes, to inprove
enpl oynent opportunities in any area of the state, provided, however,
that any such plants, buildings or facilities or machinery and equi pnent
therefor shall not be (i) primarily used in making retail sales of goods
or services to customers who personally visit such facilities to obtain
such goods or services or (ii) used primarily as a hotel, apartnent
house or other place of business which furnishes dwelling space or



accomodations to either residents or transients, and provided further
that any | oan by such public corporation shall not exceed sixty per
centum of the cost of any such project and the repaynent of which shall
be secured by a nortgage thereon which shall not be a junior encunbrance
thereon by nore than fifty per centum of such cost or by a security
interest if personalty, and that the anpbunt of any guarantee of a | oan
made by a banking organi zation shall not exceed eighty per centum of the
cost of any such project.

8§ 9. The state may contract debts in anticipation of the receipt of
taxes and revenues, direct or indirect, for the purposes and within the
anounts of appropriations theretofore nade. Notes or other obligations
for the noneys so borrowed shall be issued as may be provided by | aw,
and shall with the interest thereon be paid fromsuch taxes and revenues
Wi thin one year fromthe date of issue.

The state nay al so contract debts in anticipation of the receipt of
the proceeds of the sale of bonds theretofore authorized, for the
pur pose and within the anobunts of the bonds so authorized. Notes or
obligations for the noney so borrowed shall be issued as may be provided
by law, and shall with the interest thereon be paid fromthe proceeds of
the sale of such bonds within two years fromthe date of issue, except
as to bonds issued or to be issued for any of the purposes authorized by
article eighteen of this constitution, in which event the notes or
obligations shall with the interest thereon be paid fromthe proceeds of
the sale of such bonds within five years fromthe date of issue.

8§ 10. In addition to the above limted power to contract debts, the
state may contract debts to repel invasion, suppress insurrection, or
defend the state in war, or to suppress forest fires; but the noney
arising fromthe contracting of such debts shall be applied for the
pur pose for which it was raised, or to repay such debts, and to no other
pur pose what ever.



8§ 11. Except the debts or refunding debts specified in sections 9, 10
and 13 of this article, no debt shall be hereafter contracted by or in
behal f of the state, unless such debt shall be authorized by |aw, for
sonme single work or purpose, to be distinctly specified therein. No such
| aw shal |l take effect until it shall, at a general election, have been
submtted to the people, and have received a ngjority of all the votes
cast for and against it at such election nor shall it be submtted to be
voted on within three nonths after its passage nor at any general
el ecti on when any other law or any bill shall be submtted to be voted
for or against.

The |l egislature may, at any tine after the approval of such |law by the
people, if no debt shall have been contracted in pursuance thereof,
repeal the sane; and may at any tinme, by law, forbid the contracting of
any further debt or liability under such |aw.

8§ 12. Except the debts or refunding debts specified in sections 9, 10
and 13 of this article, all debts contracted by the state and each
portion of any such debt fromtime to tinme so contracted shall be
subject to the foll ow ng rules:

1. The principal of each debt or any portion thereof shall either be
paid in equal annual installnments or in installnments that result in
substantially |evel or declining debt service paynents such as shall be
authorized by law, or, in the alternative, contributions of principal in
t he amount that woul d otherw se be required to be paid annually shall be
made to a sinking fund.

2. \Wen sone portions of the sane debt are payabl e annually while
ot her portions require contributions to a sinking fund, the entire debt
shal | be structured so that the conbined amount of annual installnments
of principal paid and/or annual contributions of principal made in each
year shall be equal to the anobunt that would be required to be paid if
the entire debt were payable in annual install nents.

3. Wien interest on state obligations is not paid at |east annually,



there shall also be contributed to a sinking fund at |east annually, the
anount necessary to bring the bal ance thereof, including inconme earned
on contributions, to the accreted value of the obligations to be paid
therefromon the date such contribution is nmade, |ess the sum of al
required future contributions of principal, in the case of sinking fund
obligations, or paynents of principal, in the case of serial

obl i gati ons. Notw t hstandi ng the foregoing, nothing contained in this
subdi vi sion shall be deened to require contributions for interest to
sinking funds if total debt service due on the debt or portion thereof
in the year such interest is due will be substantially the same as the
total debt service due on such debt or portion thereof in each other
year or if the total anount of debt service due in each subsequent year
on such debt or portion thereof shall be less than the total debt
service due in each prior year

4. The first annual installment on such debt shall be paid, or the
first annual contribution shall be made to a sinking fund, not nore than
one year, and the last installnent shall be paid, or contribution nmade
not nore than forty years, after such debt or portion thereof shall have
been contracted, provided, however, that in contracting any such debt
the privilege of paying all or any part of such debt prior to the date
on which the sanme shall be due may be reserved to the state in such
manner as may be provided by | aw

5. No such debt shall be contracted for a period | onger than that of
the probable life of the work or purpose for which the debt is to be
contracted, or in the alternative, the wei ghted average period of
probable |ife of the works or purposes for which such indebtedness is to
be contracted. The probable Iives of such works or purposes shall be
determ ned by general |aws, which determ nation shall be concl usive.

6. The noney arising fromany |oan creating such debt or liability
shall be applied only to the work or purpose specified in the act
aut hori zing such debt or liability, or for the paynment of such debt or
liability, including any notes or obligations issued in anticipation of
the sal e of bonds evidencing such debt or liability.



7. Any sinking funds created pursuant to this section shall be
mai nt ai ned and nmanaged by the state conptroller or an agent or trustee
designated by the state conptroller, and anmounts in sinking funds
created pursuant to this section, and earnings thereon, shall be used
solely for the purpose of retiring the obligations secured thereby
except that anmounts in excess of the required bal ance on any
contribution date and anounts renaining in such funds after all of the
obl i gati ons secured thereby have been retired shall be deposited in the
general fund.

8. No appropriation shall be required for disbursenent of noney, or
i nconme earned thereon, fromany sinking fund created pursuant to this
section for the purpose of paying principal of and interest on the
obligations for which such fund was created, except that interest shal
be paid fromany such fund only if, and to the extent that, it is not
payabl e annual |y and contributions on account of such interest were nade
t her et o.

9. The provisions of section 15 of this article shall not apply to
si nking funds created pursuant to this section.

10. When state obligations are sold at a discount, the debt incurred
for purposes of determ ning the anount of debt issued or outstanding
pursuant to a voter approved bond referendumor other limtation on the
anount of debt that may be issued or outstanding for a work or purpose
shall be deened to include only the anount of noney actually received by
the state notw thstanding the face amount of such obligations.

8§ 13. The legislature may provide neans and authority whereby any
state debt or debts, or any portion or conbination thereof, nay be
refunded in accordance with the follow ng provisions:

1. State debts nmay be refunded at any tine after they are incurred
provided that the state will achieve a debt service savings on a present
val ue basis as a result of the refunding transaction, and further
provi ded that no maturity shall be called for redenption unless the



privilege to pay prior to the maturity date was reserved to the state.
The | egislature may provide for the nmethod of conputation of present
val ue for such purpose.

2. In no event shall refunding obligations be issued in an anount
exceedi ng that necessary to provide sufficient funds to acconplish the
refundi ng of the obligations to be refunded including paying all costs
and expenses related to the refunding transaction and, in no event,
shal |l the proceeds of refunding obligations be applied to any purpose
ot her than acconplishing the refunding of the debt to be refunded and
payi ng costs and expenses related to the refunding.

3. Proceeds of refunding obligations shall be deposited in escrow
funds which shall be nmintai ned and managed by the state conptroller or
by an agent or trustee designated by the state conptroller and no
| egi sl ative appropriation shall be required for disbursenent of noney,
or inconme earned thereon, from such escrow funds for the purposes
enunerated in this section.

4. Refunding obligations may be refunded pursuant to this section.

5. Refunding obligations shall either be paid in annual installnents
or annual contributions shall be made to a sinking fund in anounts
sufficient to retire the refunding obligations at their nmaturity. No
annual installnents or contributions of principal need be nade with
respect to all or any portion of an issue of refunding obligations in
years when debt service on such refundi ng obligations or portion thereof
is paid or contributed entirely froman escrow fund created pursuant to
subdi vision 3 of this section or in years when no installnents or
contributions would have been due on the obligations to be refunded. So
| ong as any of the refunding obligations remain outstanding,
install nents or contributions shall be nmade in any years that
i nstall nents or contributions woul d have been due on the obligations to
be refunded.

6. In no event shall the |ast annual installnment or contribution on
any portion of refunding debt, including refunding obligations issued to



refund ot her refunding obligations, be made after the term nation of the
period of probable life of the projects financed with the proceeds of
the rel evant portion of the debt to be refunded, or any debt previously
refunded with the refunding obligations to be refunded, determ ned as of
the date of issuance of the original obligations pursuant to section 12
of this article to finance such projects, or forty years from such date,
if earlier; provided, however, that in lieu of the foregoing, an entire
refundi ng i ssue or portion thereof nay be structured to mature over the
remai ni ng wei ght ed average useful life of all projects financed with the
obl i gati ons bei ng refunded.

7. Subject to the provisions of subdivision 5 of this section, each
annual installnent or contribution of principal of refunding obligations
shall be equal to the anount that would be required by subdivision 1 of
section 12 of this article if such installments or contributions were
required to be nmade fromthe year that the next installnent or
contribution woul d have been due on the obligations to be refunded, if
t hey had not been refunded, until the final maturity of the refunding
obl i gati ons but excluding any year in which no installnent or
contribution woul d have been due on the obligations to be refunded or,
in the alternative, the total paynents of principal and interest on the
refundi ng bonds shall be less in each year to their final maturity than
the total paynents of principal and interest on the bonds to be refunded
i n each such year

8. The provisions of subdivision 3 and subdivisions 7 through 9 of
section 12 of this article shall apply to sinking funds created pursuant
to this section for the paynment at maturity of refunding obligations.

8 14. The legislature may authorize by |aw the creation of a debt or
debts of the state, not exceeding in the aggregate three hundred mllion
dollars, to provide noneys for the elimnation, under state supervision,
of railroad crossings at grade within the state, and for incidental
i mprovenents connected therewith as authorized by this section. The
provisions of this article, not inconsistent with this section, relating
to the issuance of bonds for a debt or debts of the state and the



maturity and paynent thereof, shall apply to a state debt or debts
created pursuant to this section; except that the |aw authorizing the
contracting of such debt or debts shall take effect w thout subm ssion
to the people pursuant to section 11 of this article. The aggregate
anount of a state debt or debts which nmay be created pursuant to this
section shall not exceed the difference between the anmount of the debt
or debts heretofore created or authorized by |aw, under the provisions
of section 14 of article VIl of the constitution in force on July first,
ni net een hundred thirty-eight, and the sumof three hundred mllion
dol | ars.

The expense of any grade crossing elimnation the construction work
for which was not commenced before January first, nineteen hundred
thirty-nine, including incidental inprovenents connected therewith as
aut hori zed by this section, whether or not an order for such elimnation
shal | theretofore have been made, shall be paid by the state in the
first instance, but the state shall be entitled to recover fromthe
rail road conpany or conpanies, by way of reinbursenment (1) the entire
anount of the railroad inprovenents not an essential part of
elimnation, and (2) the anmount of the net benefit to the conpany or
conpanies fromthe elimnation exclusive of such railroad inprovenents,
t he amount of such net benefit to be adjudicated after the conpletion of
the work in the manner to be prescribed by law, and in no event to
exceed fifteen per centum of the expense of the elimnation, exclusive
of all incidental inprovenents. The reinbursenent by the railroad
conpani es shall be payable at such tinmes, in such manner and with
interest at such rate as the | egislature may prescri be.

The expense of any grade crossing elimnation the construction work
for which was commenced before January first, nineteen hundred
thirty-nine, shall be borne by the state, railroad conpani es, and the
municipality or municipalities in the proportions fornerly prescribed by
section 14 of article VII of the constitution in force on July first,
ni net een hundred thirty-eight, and the |l aw or | aws enacted pursuant to
its provisions, applicable to such elimnation, and subject to the
provi sions of such forner section and |law or |aws, including advances in
aid of any railroad conmpany or municipality, although such elimnation



shall not be conpleted until after January first, nineteen hundred
thirty-nine.

A grade crossing elimnation the construction work for which shall be
commenced after January first, nineteen hundred thirty-nine, shal
i nclude incidental inprovenents rendered necessary or desirabl e because
of such elimnation, and reasonably included in the engi neering pl ans
therefor. Qut of the balance of all noneys authorized to be expended
under section 14 of article VII of the constitution in force on July
first, nineteen hundred thirty-eight, and remai ni ng unexpended and
unobl i gated on such date, fifty mllion dollars shall be deened
segregated for grade crossing elimnations and incidental inprovenents
in the city of New York and shall be available only for such purposes
until such elimnations and i nprovenents are conpleted and paid for.

Not wi t hst andi ng any of the foregoing provisions of this section the
| egi slature is hereby authorized to appropriate, out of the proceeds of
bonds now or hereafter sold to provide noneys for the elimnation of
railroad crossings at grade and incidental inprovements pursuant to this
section, sums not exceeding in the aggregate sixty mllion dollars for
the construction and reconstruction of state hi ghways and par kways.

8§ 15. The sinking funds provided for the paynent of interest and the
extingui shnent of the principal of the debts of the state heretofore
contracted shall be continued; they shall be separately kept and safely
i nvested, and neither of them shall be appropriated or used in any
manner other than for such payment and extingui shnent as herei nafter
provi ded. The conptroller shall each year appraise the securities held
for investnent in each of such funds at their fair market val ue not
exceedi ng par. The conptroller shall then determ ne and certify to the
| egi sl ature the amount of each of such funds and the anmounts which, if
thereafter annually contributed to each such fund, would, with the fund
and with the accunul ati ons thereon and upon the contributions thereto,
conputed at the rate of three per centum per annum produce at the date
of maturity the anmount of the debt to retire which such fund was
created, and the l|egislature shall thereupon appropriate as the



contribution to each such fund for such year at |east the anmount thus
certified.

If the incone of any such fund in any year is nore than a sum which,
i f annually added to such fund would, with the fund and its
accurul ati ons as aforesaid, retire the debt at nmaturity, the excess
i ncome may be applied to the interest on the debt for which the fund was
creat ed.

After any sinking fund shall equal in anount the debt for which it was
created no further contribution shall be nade thereto except to make
good any | osses ascertained at the annual appraisals above nenti oned,
and the incone thereof shall be applied to the paynent of the interest
on such debt. Any excess in such inconme not required for the paynment of
interest nmay be applied to the general fund of the state.

8§ 16. The legislature shall annually provide by appropriation for the
paynment of the interest upon and installnents of principal of all debts
or refunding debts created on behalf of the state except those
contracted under section 9 of this article, as the sane shall fall due,
and for the contribution to all of the sinking funds created by |aw, of
the anmounts annually to be contributed under the provisions of section
12, 13 or 15 of this article. If at any tine the |legislature shall fai
to make any such appropriation, the conptroller shall set apart fromthe
first revenues thereafter received, applicable to the general fund of
the state, a sumsufficient to pay such interest, installnments of
principal, or contributions to such sinking fund, as the case may be,
and shall so apply the noneys thus set apart. The conptroller may be
required to set aside and apply such revenues as aforesaid, at the suit
of any hol der of such bonds.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoing provisions of this section, the
conptroller nmay covenant with the purchasers of any state obligations
that they shall have no further rights against the state for paynent of
such obligations or any interest thereon after an anmount or anounts
determ ned in accordance with the provisions of such covenant is



deposited in a described fund or with a named or described agency or
trustee. In such case, this section shall have no further application
Wi th respect to paynment of such obligations or any interest thereon
after the conptroller has conplied with the prescribed conditions of
such covenant.

8§ 17. The legislature may establish a fund or funds to aid in the
stabilization of the tax revenues of the state available for expenditure
or distribution. Any |law creating such a fund shall specify the tax or
taxes to which such fund relates, and shall prescribe the method of
determ ning the anmount of revenue fromany such tax or taxes which shal
constitute a normof each fiscal year. Such part as shall be prescribed
by | aw of any revenue derived from such tax or taxes during a fiscal
year in excess of such normshall be paid into such fund. No nobneys
shall at any tinme be withdrawn from such fund unl ess the revenue derived
fromsuch tax or taxes during a fiscal year shall fall below the norm
for such year; in which event such anmobunt as nmay be prescribed by | aw,
but in no event an anount exceeding the difference between such revenue
and such norm shall be paid fromsuch fund into the general fund.

No | aw changing the nethod of determ ning a normor prescribing the
anount to be paid into such a fund or to be paid fromsuch a fund into
the general fund nay beconme effective until three years fromthe date of
its enactnent.

8§ 18. The legislature may authorize by |aw the creation of a debt or
debts of the state to provide for the paynent of a bonus to each nal e
and femal e nenber of the arned forces of the United States, still in the
armed forces, or separated or discharged under honorable conditions, for
service while on active duty with the armed forces at any tinme during
t he period from Decenber seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one to and
i ncl udi ng Sept enber second, nineteen hundred forty-five, who was a
resident of this state for a period of at |east six nonths imrediately
prior to his or her enlistnment, induction or call to active duty. The
| aw aut hori zing the creation of the debt shall provide for paynent of



such bonus to the next of kin of each nmale and femal e nmenber of the
arnmed forces who, having been a resident of this state for a period of
six nmonths inmediately prior to his or her enlistnent, induction or call
to active duty, died while on active duty at any time during the period
from Decenber seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one to and incl uding

Sept enber second, nineteen hundred forty-five; or who died while on
active duty subsequent to Septenber second, nineteen hundred forty-five,
or after his or her separation or discharge under honorabl e conditions,
prior to receiving paynent of such bonus. An apportionnment of the noneys
on the basis of the periods and pl aces of service of such nenbers of the
armed forces shall be provided by general |aws. The aggregate of the
debts authorized by this section shall not exceed four hundred mllion
dollars. The provisions of this article, not inconsistent with this
section, relating to the issuance of bonds for a debt or debts of the
state and the nmaturity and paynent thereof, shall apply to a debt or
debts created pursuant to this section; except that the | aw authori zi ng
the contracting of such debt or debts shall take effect w thout

submi ssion to the people pursuant to section eleven of this article.

Proceeds of bonds issued pursuant to |l aw, as authorized by this
section as in force prior to January first, nineteen hundred fifty shal
be avail abl e and may be expended for the paynent of such bonus to
persons qualified therefor as now provided by this section.

8§ 19. The legislature may authorize by |aw the creation of a debt or
debts of the state, not exceeding in the aggregate two hundred fifty
mllion dollars, to provide noneys for the construction, reconstruction,
rehabilitation, inprovenent and equi pnent of facilities for the
expansi on and devel opnent of the program of higher education provided
and to be provided at institutions now or hereafter conprised within the
state university, for acquisition of real property therefor, and for
paynment of the state's share of the capital costs of |ocally sponsored
i nstitutions of higher education approved and regul ated by the state
university trustees. The provisions of this article, not inconsistent
with this section, relating to the issuance of bonds for a debt or debts
of the state and the maturity and paynent thereof, shall apply to a



state debt or debts created pursuant to this section; except that the

| aw aut hori zing the contracting of such debt or debts shall take effect
Wi t hout subm ssion to the people pursuant to section eleven of this
article.

ARTI CLE VI I']
Local Finances
Sec.
1. G ft or loan or credit of |ocal subdivisions prohibited,
exceptions for enunerated purposes.
2. Restrictions on indebtedness of |ocal subdivisions;
contracting and paynent of |ocal indebtedness; exceptions.
2-a. Local indebtedness for water supply, sewage di sposal and
drai nage facilities and purposes; allocations and
excl usi ons of indebtedness.
3. Restrictions on creation and i ndebtedness of certain
cor porations.
4. Limtations on | ocal indebtedness.
5. Ascertai nment of debt-incurring power of counties, cities,
towns and villages; certain indebtedness to be excl uded.
6. Debt -incurring power of Buffalo, Rochester and Syracuse;
certain additional indebtedness to be excl uded.
7. Debt-incurring power of New York city; certain additional

i ndebt edness to be excl uded.
7-a. Debt-incurring power of New York city; certain indebtedness
for railroads and transit purposes to be excluded.

8. | ndebt edness not to be invalidated by operation of this
article.

9. When debt-incurring power of certain counties shall cease.

10. Limtations on anount to be raised by real estate taxes for

| ocal purposes; exceptions.

10-a. Application and use of revenues fromcertain public
| mprovenent s.

11. Taxes for certain capital expenditures to be excluded from
tax limtation.

12. Further limtations on |ocal powers of taxation and



i ndebt edness.

ARTI CLE VI I |
Local Fi nances

Section 1. No county, city, town, village or school district shal
give or | oan any noney or property to or in aid of any individual, or
private corporation or association, or private undertaking, or becone
directly or indirectly the owner of stock in, or bonds of, any private
corporation or association; nor shall any county, city, town, village or
school district give or loan its credit to or in aid of any individual,
or public or private corporation or association, or private undertaking,
except that two or nore such units may join together pursuant to law in
provi ding any nunicipal facility, service, activity or undertaking which
each of such units has the power to provide separately. Each such unit
may be aut horized by the legislature to contract joint or several
i ndebt edness, pledge its or their faith and credit for the paynent of
such i ndebt edness for such joint undertaking and | evy real estate or
ot her authorized taxes or inpose charges therefor subject to the
provi sions of this constitution otherwi se restricting the power of such
units to contract indebtedness or to |l evy taxes on real estate. The
| egi sl ature shall have power to provide by |law for the nanner and the
proportion in which indebtedness arising out of such joint undertakings
shall be incurred by such units and shall have power to provide a nethod
by whi ch such indebtedness shall be determ ned, allocated and
apportioned anong such units and such indebtedness treated for purposes
of exclusion fromapplicable constitutional limtations, provided that
in no event shall nore than the total amount of indebtedness incurred
for such joint undertaking be included in ascertaining the power of all
such participating units to incur indebtedness. Such |aw may provide
that such determ nation, allocation and apportionnment shall be
conclusive if nade or approved by the conptroller. This provision shal
not prevent a county fromcontracting i ndebtedness for the purpose of
advancing to a town or school district, pursuant to |aw, the anmount of
unpai d taxes returned to it.



Subject to the limtations on indebtedness and taxation applying to
any county, city, town or village nothing in this constitution contained
shall prevent a county, city or town from maki ng such provision for the
aid, care and support of the needy as nay be authorized by |aw, nor
prevent any such county, city or town fromproviding for the care,
support, mai ntenance and secul ar education of inmates of orphan asyl uns,
hones for dependent children or correctional institutions and of
children placed in fam |y hones by authorized agenci es, whether under
public or private control, or fromproviding health and wel fare services
for all children, nor shall anything in this constitution contained
prevent a county, city, town or village fromincreasing the pension
benefits payable to retired nmenbers of a police departnment or fire
departnment or to wi dows, dependent children or dependent parents of
menbers or retired nmenbers of a police departnent or fire departnent; or
prevent the city of New York fromincreasing the pension benefits
payabl e to wi dows, dependent children or dependent parents of nenbers or
retired menbers of the relief and pension fund of the departnent of
street cleaning of the city of New York. Paynents by counties, cities or
towns to charitable, eleenpbsynary, correctional and reformtory
institutions and agencies, wholly or partly under private control, for
care, support and nmi ntenance, may be authorized, but shall not be
required, by the legislature. No such paynents shall be made for any
person cared for by any such institution or agency, nor for a child
placed in a famly honme, who is not received and retai ned therein
pursuant to rules established by the state board of social welfare or
ot her state departnent having the power of inspection thereof.

8§ 2. No county, city, town, village or school district shall contract
any i ndebt edness except for county, city, town, village or school
district purposes, respectively. No indebtedness shall be contracted for
| onger than the period of probable useful ness of the object or purpose
for which such indebtedness is to be contracted, or, in the alternative,
t he wei ghted average period of probabl e useful ness of the several
obj ects or purposes for which such indebtedness is to be contracted, to
be determ ned by the governing body of the county, city, town, village
or school district contracting such indebtedness pursuant to general or



special |laws of the state |egislature, which determ nation shall be
conclusive, and in no event for |onger than forty years. |ndebtedness or
any portion thereof may be refunded within either such period of
probabl e useful ness, or average period of probabl e useful ness, as nay be
determ ned by such governing body conputed fromthe date such

i ndebt edness was contract ed.

No i ndebt edness shall be contracted by any county, city, town, village
or school district unless such county, city, town, village or school
district shall have pledged its faith and credit for the paynent of the
principal thereof and the interest thereon. Except for indebtedness
contracted in anticipation of the collection of taxes actually |evied
and uncol l ected or to be levied for the year when such indebtedness is
contracted and i ndebt edness contracted to be paid in one of the two
fiscal years imediately succeeding the fiscal year in which such
i ndebt edness was contracted, all such indebtedness and each portion
thereof fromtine to tinme contracted, including any refundi ng thereof,
shall be paid in annual installnments, the first of which, except in the
case of refunding of indebtedness heretofore contracted, shall be paid
not nore than two years after such indebtedness or portion thereof shal
have been contracted, and no installnment, except in the case of
refundi ng of indebtedness heretofore contracted, shall be nore than
fifty per centumin excess of the smallest prior installnment, unless the
governi ng body of the county, city, town, village or school district
contracting such indebtedness provides for substantially |evel or
declining debt service paynents as may be authorized by | aw

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions, indebtedness contracted by
the city of New York and each portion of any such indebtedness fromtine
to time so contracted for the supply of water, including the acquisition
of land in connection with such purpose, nmay be financed either by
serial bonds with a maxi mummaturity of fifty years, in which case such
i ndebt edness shall be paid in annual installnents as herei nbefore
provi ded, or by sinking fund bonds with a maxi nummaturity of fifty
years, which shall be redeenmed through annual contributions to sinking
funds established and mai ntai ned for the purpose of anortizing the
i ndebt edness for which such bonds are issued. Notw thstanding the



f oregoi ng provisions, indebtedness hereafter contracted by the city of
New York and each portion of any such indebtedness fromtinme to tine so
contracted for (a) the acquisition, construction or equiprent of rapid
transit railroads, or (b) the construction of docks, including the
acquisition of land in connection with any of such purposes, may be

fi nanced either by serial bonds with a maxi nummaturity of forty years,
i n which case such i ndebtedness shall be paid in annual installnments as
her ei nbef ore provided, or by sinking fund bonds with a nmaxi mum maturity
of forty years, which shall be redeened through annual contributions to
si nking funds established and mai ntai ned for the purpose of anortizing
t he i ndebt edness for which such bonds are issued.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions, but subject to such
requirenents as the | egislature shall inpose by general or special |aw,
i ndebt edness contracted by any county, city, town, village or school
district and each portion thereof fromtine to tine contracted for any
obj ect or purpose for which indebtedness may be contracted may al so be
fi nanced by sinking fund bonds with a maxi mrum maturity of fifty years,
whi ch shall be redeened through annual contributions to sinking funds
establ i shed by such county, city, town, village or school district,
provi ded, however, that each such annual contribution shall be at | east
equal to the anobunt required, if any, to enable the sinking fund to
redeem on the date of the contribution, the same anobunt of such
i ndebt edness as woul d have been paid and then be payable if such
i ndebt edness had been financed entirely by the issuance of serial bonds,
except, if an issue of sinking fund bonds is conbined for sale with an
i ssue of serial bonds, for the sane object or purpose, then the anount
of each annual sinking fund contribution shall be at |east equal to the
anount required, if any, to enable the sinking fund to redeem on the
date of each such annual contribution, (i) the anmount which woul d be
required to be paid annually if such indebtedness had been issued
entirely as serial bonds, less (ii) the anpbunt of indebtedness, if any,
to be paid during such year on the portion of such indebtedness actually
i ssued as serial bonds. Sinking funds established on or after January
first, nineteen hundred ei ghty-six pursuant to the precedi ng sentence
shal | be mai ntai ned and managed by the state conptroller pursuant to
such requirenents and procedures as the |legislature shall prescribe,



i ncludi ng provisions for reinbursenent by the issuer of bonds payable
from such sinking funds for the expenses related to such mai ntenance and
managenent .

Provi sions shall be nade annually by appropriation by every county,
city, town, village and school district for the paynent of interest on
all indebtedness and for the anobunts required for (a) the anortization
and redenption of term bonds, sinking fund bonds and serial bonds, (b)
the redenption of certificates or other evidence of indebtedness (except
those issued in anticipation of the collection of taxes or other
revenues, or renewal s thereof, and which are described in paragraph A of
section five of this article and those issued in anticipation of the
recei pt of the proceeds of the sale of bonds theretofore authorized)
contracted to be paid in such year out of the tax |levy or other revenues
applicable to a reduction thereof, and (c) the redenption of
certificates or other evidence of indebtedness issued in anticipation of
the collection of taxes or other revenues, or renewal s thereof, which
are not retired within five years after their date of original issue. If
at any time the respective appropriating authorities shall fail to nake
such appropriations, a sufficient sumshall be set apart fromthe first
revenues thereafter received and shall be applied to such purposes. The
fiscal officer of any county, city, town, village or school district may
be required to set apart and apply such revenues as aforesaid at the
suit of any hol der of obligations issued for any such indebtedness.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoing, all interest need not be paid annually
on an issue of indebtedness provided that either (a) substantially |evel
or declining debt service paynments (including all paynments of interest)
shall be made over the |life of such issue of indebtedness, or (b) there
shall annually be contributed to a sinking fund created pursuant to this
section, the anbunt necessary to bring the bal ance thereof, including
i nconme earned on contributions, to the accreted val ue of the obligations
to be paid therefromon the date such contribution is nade, |ess the sum
of all required future contributions of principal, in the case of
si nking fund obligations, or paynents of principal, in the case of
serial obligations. Wien obligations are sold by a county, city, town,
village or school district at a discount, the debt incurred for the



pur poses of any debt limtation contained in this constitution, shall be
deened to include only the anmount of nopney actually received by the
county, city, town, village or school district, irrespective of the face
anount of the obligations.

8§ 2-a. Notw thstanding the provisions of section one of this article,
the |l egislature by general or special |aw and subject to such conditions
as it shall inpose:

A. May authorize any county, city, town or village or any county or
town on behalf of an inprovenent district to contract indebtedness to
provi de a supply of water, in excess of its own needs, for sale to any
ot her public corporation or inprovenent district;

B. May aut horize two or nore public corporations and i nprovenent
districts to provide for a common supply of water and nay authorize any
such corporation, or any county or town on behalf of an inprovenent
district, to contract joint indebtedness for such purpose or to contract
i ndebt edness for specific proportions of the cost;

C. May authorize any county, city, town or village or any county or
town on behalf of an inprovenent district to contract indebtedness to
provide facilities, in excess of its own needs, for the conveyance,
treatment and di sposal of sewage from any ot her public corporation or
I mprovenent district;

D. May aut horize two or nore public corporations and i nprovenent
districts to provide for the commbn conveyance, treatnment and di sposal
of sewage and nmay authorize any such corporation, or any county or town
on behalf of an inprovenent district, to contract joint indebtedness for
such purpose or to contract indebtedness for specific proportions of the
cost;

E. May authorize any county, city, town or village or any county or
town on behalf of an inprovenent district to contract indebtedness to
provide facilities, in excess of its own needs, for drainage purposes



from any ot her public corporation or inprovenent district.

F. May authorize two or nore public corporations and i nprovenent
districts to provide for a common drai nage system and nay authorize any
such corporation, or any county or town on behalf of an inprovenent
district, to contract joint indebtedness for such purpose or to contract
i ndebt edness for specific proportions of the cost.

| ndebt edness contracted by a county, city, town or village pursuant to
this section shall be for a county, city, town or village purpose,
respectively. In ascertaining the power of a county, city, town or
village to contract indebtedness, any indebtedness contracted pursuant
to paragraphs A and B of this section shall be excl uded.

The | egislature shall provide the nmethod by which a fair proportion of
j oi nt i ndebt edness contracted pursuant to paragraphs D and F of this
section shall be allocated to any county, city, town or village.

The |l egislature by general lawin terns and in effect applying alike
to all counties, to all cities, to all towns and/or to all villages al so
may provide that all or any part of indebtedness contracted or proposed
to be contracted by any county, city, town or village pursuant to
paragraphs D and F of this section for a revenue produci ng public
i mprovenent or service may be excluded periodically in ascertaining the
power of such county, city, town or village to contract indebtedness.
The amount of any such excl usion shall have a reasonable relation to the
extent to which such public inprovenent or service shall have yiel ded or
is expected to yield revenues sufficient to provide for the paynent of
the interest on and anortization of or paynent of indebtedness
contracted or proposed to be contracted for such public inprovenent or
service, after deducting all costs of operation, naintenance and repairs
thereof. The | egislature shall provide the nethod by which a fair
proportion of joint indebtedness proposed to be contracted pursuant to
paragraphs D and F of this section shall be allocated to any county,
city, town or village for the purpose of determ ning the anount of any
such excl usi on. The provisions of paragraph C of section five and
section ten-a of this article shall not apply to indebtedness contracted



pursuant to paragraphs D and F of this section.

The | egislature may provide that any allocation of indebtedness, or
determ nati on of the amount of any exclusion of indebtedness, nade
pursuant to this section shall be conclusive if nade or approved by the
state conptroller

8§ 3. No rnunicipal or other corporation (other than a county, city,
town, village, school district or fire district, or a river inprovenent,
river regulating, or drainage district, established by or under the
supervi sion of the departnent of conservation) possessing the power (a)
to contract indebtedness and (b) to |l evy taxes or benefit assessnents
upon real estate or to require the |levy of such taxes or assessnents,
shal | hereafter be established or created, but nothing herein shal
prevent the creation of inprovenent districts in counties and towns,
provi ded that the county or town or towns in which such districts are
| ocated shall pledge its or their faith and credit for the paynent of
the principal of and interest on all indebtedness to be contracted for
t he purposes of such districts, and in ascertaining the power of any
such county or town to contract indebtedness, such indebtedness shall be
i ncl uded, unless such indebtedness woul d, under the provisions of this
article, be excluded in ascertaining the power of a county or town to
contract indebtedness. No such corporation now existing shall hereafter
contract any indebtedness wi thout the consent, granted in such nmanner as
may be prescribed by general |law, of the city or village wthin which,
or of the town within any unincorporated area of which any real estate
may be subject to such taxes or assessnents. |If the real estate subject
to such taxes or assessnents is wholly within a city, village or the
uni ncorporated area of a town, in ascertaining the power of such city,
village or town to contract indebtedness, there shall be included any
i ndebt edness hereafter contracted by such corporation, unless such
i ndebt edness woul d, under the provisions of this article, be excluded if
contracted by such city, village or town. If only part of the real
estate subject to such taxes or assessnents is within a city, village or
t he uni ncorporated area of a town, in ascertaining the power of such
city, village or town to contract indebtedness, there shall be included



the proportion, determ ned as prescribed by general |aw, of any

i ndebt edness hereafter contracted by such corporation, unless such

i ndebt edness woul d, under the provisions of this article, be excluded if
contracted by such city, village or town.

8§ 4. Except as otherwise provided in this constitution, no county,
city, town or village described in this section shall be allowed to
contract indebtedness for any purpose or in any manner which, including
exi sting i ndebtedness, shall exceed an anmobunt equal to the follow ng
percent ages of the average full valuation of taxable real estate of such
county, city, town or village:

(a) the county of Nassau, for county purposes, ten per centum

(b) any county, other than the county of Nassau, for county purposes,
seven per centum

(c) the city of New York, for city purposes, ten per centum

(d) any city, other than the city of New York, having one hundred
twenty-five thousand or nore inhabitants according to the | atest federal
census, for city purposes, nine per centum

(e) any city having | ess than one hundred twenty-five thousand
i nhabitants according to the | atest federal census, for city purposes,
seven per centum

(f) any town, for town purposes, seven per centum and

(g) any village for village purposes, seven per centum

Except as otherwi se provided in this constitution, any indebtedness
contracted in excess of the respective limtations prescribed in this
section shall be void.

The average full valuation of taxable real estate of any such county,
city, town or village shall be determ ned in the manner prescribed in
section ten of this article.

Not hi ng contained in this section shall be deened to restrict the
powers granted to the | egislature by other provisions of this
constitution to further restrict the powers of any county, city, town or
village to contract indebtedness.



8 5. In ascertaining the power of a county, city, tow or village to
contract indebtedness, there shall be excl uded:

A. Certificates or other evidences of indebtedness (except serial
bonds of an issue having a maxinumnaturity of nore than two years)
i ssued for purposes other than the financing of capital inprovenments and
contracted to be redeened in one of the two fiscal years inmediately
succeedi ng the year of their issue, and certificates or other evidences
of indebtedness issued in any fiscal year in anticipation of (a) the
coll ection of taxes on real estate for amounts theretofore actually
| evied and uncollected or to be levied in such year and payabl e out of
such taxes, (b) noneys receivable fromthe state which have theretofore
been apportioned by the state or which are to be so apportioned within
one year after their issue and (c) the collection of any other taxes due
and payabl e or to beconme due and payable within one year or of other
revenues to be received within one year after their issue; excepting any
such certificates or other evidences of indebtedness or renewal s thereof
which are not retired within five years after their date of origina
i ssue.

B. I ndebtedness heretofore or hereafter contracted to provide for the
supply of water

C. Indebtedness heretofore or hereafter contracted by any county,
city, town or village for a public inprovenment or part thereof, or
service, owned or rendered by such county, city, town or village,
annual ly proportionately to the extent that the sane shall have yi el ded
to such county, city, town or village net revenue; provided, however,
that such net revenue shall be twenty-five per centumor nore of the
anount required in such year for the paynment of the interest on,
anortization of, or paynent of, such indebtedness. Such excl usion shal
be granted only if the revenues of such public inprovenent or part
t hereof, or service, are applied to and actually used for paynent of al
costs of operation, maintenance and repairs, and paynent of the anounts
required in such year for interest on and anortization of or redenption



of such indebtedness, or such revenues are deposited in a special fund
to be used solely for such paynents. Any revenues renmining after such
paynments are nade may be used for any | awful purpose of such county,
city, town or village, respectively.

Net revenue shall be determ ned by deducting from gross revenues of
the preceding year all costs of operation, naintenance and repairs for
such year, or the legislature may provide that net revenue shall be
determ ned by deducting fromthe average of the gross revenues of not to
exceed five of the preceding years during which the public inprovenent
or part thereof, or service, has been in operation, the average of al
costs of operation, maintenance and repairs for the sane years.

A proportionate exclusion of indebtedness contracted or proposed to be
contracted al so may be granted for the period fromthe date when such
i ndebt edness is first contracted or to be contracted for such public
i nprovenent or part thereof, or service, through the first year of
operation of such public inprovenent or part thereof, or service. Such
excl usion shall be conputed in the manner provided in this section on
the basis of estinmated net revenue which shall be determ ned by
deducting fromthe gross revenues estinated to be received during the
first year of operation of such public inprovenent or part thereof, or
service, all estimted costs of operation, maintenance and repairs for
such year. The anmount of any such proportionate exclusion shall not
exceed seventy-five per centum of the anpunt which woul d be excl uded if
the conputation were nade on the basis of net revenue instead of
estimated net revenue.

Except as ot herw se provided herein, the | egislature shall prescribe
t he net hod by which and the ternms and conditions under which the
proporti onate anmount of any such indebtedness to be so excluded shall be
determ ned and no proportionate anount of such indebtedness shall be
excl uded except in accordance with such determ nation. The |egislature
may provide that the state conptroller shall make such determ nation or
it may confer appropriate jurisdiction on the appellate division of the
suprene court in the judicial departnents in which such counties,
cities, towns or villages are |located for the purpose of determ ning the



proporti onate anount of any such indebtedness to be so excl uded.

The provisions of this paragraph C shall not affect or inpair any
exi sting exclusions of indebtedness, or the power to excl ude
i ndebt edness, granted by any other provision of this constitution.

D. Serial bonds, issued by any county, city, town or village which now
mai ntai ns a pension or retirenent systemor fund which is not on an
actuarial reserve basis with current paynents to the reserve adequate to
provide for all current accruing liabilities. Such bonds shall not
exceed in the aggregate an anount sufficient to provide for the paynent
of the liabilities of such systemor fund, accrued on the date of
i ssui ng such bonds, both on account of pensioners on the pension roll on
that date and prospective pensions to dependents of such pensioners and
on account of prior service of active nenbers of such systemor fund on
that date. Such bonds or the proceeds thereof shall be deposited in such
system or fund. Each such pension or retirenent systemor fund
thereafter shall be maintained on an actuarial reserve basis with
current paynments to the reserve adequate to provide for all current
accruing liabilities.

E. I ndebtedness contracted on or after January first, nineteen hundred
sixty-two and prior to January first, two thousand thirty-four, for the
construction or reconstruction of facilities for the conveyance,
treatment and di sposal of sewage. The | egislature shall prescribe the
nmet hod by which and the terns and conditions under which the anount of
any such i ndebtedness to be excluded shall be determ ned, and no such
i ndebt edness shall be excluded except in accordance with such
det erm nation

8 6. In ascertaining the power of the cities of Buffal o, Rochester and
Syracuse to contract indebtedness, in addition to the indebtedness
excluded by section 5 of this article, there shall be excluded:

| ndebt edness not exceeding in the aggregate the sumof ten mllion
dollars, heretofore or hereafter contracted by the city of Buffalo or



the city of Rochester and indebtedness not exceeding in the aggregate
the sumof five mllion dollars heretofore or hereafter contracted by
the city of Syracuse for so nuch of the cost and expense of any public
i nprovenent as nmay be required by the ordinance or other |ocal |aw
therein assessing the sane to be rai sed by assessnment upon | ocal
property or territory.

8§ 7. In ascertaining the power of the city of New York to contract
i ndebt edness, in addition to the indebtedness excluded by section five
of this article, there shall be excluded:

A. I ndebtedness contracted prior to the first day of January, nineteen
hundred ten, for dock purposes proportionately to the extent to which
the current net revenues received by the city therefromshall neet the
i nterest on and the annual requirenents for the anortization of such
i ndebt edness. The | egi slature shall prescribe the nethod by which and
the ternms and conditions under which the anount of any such indebtedness
to be so excluded shall be determ ned, and no such indebtedness shall be
excl uded except in accordance with such determi nation. The |egislature
may confer appropriate jurisdiction on the appellate division of the
suprene court in the first judicial department for the purpose of
determ ning the anmount of any such indebtedness to be so excl uded.

B. The aggregate of indebtedness initially contracted fromtine to
time after January first, nineteen hundred twenty-eight, for the
construction or equi pnent, or both, of newrapid transit railroads, not
exceeding the sumof three hundred mllion dollars. Any indebtedness
thereafter contracted in excess of such sumfor such purposes shall not
be so excluded, but this provision shall not be construed to prevent the
refundi ng of any of the indebtedness excluded hereunder.

C. The aggregate of indebtedness initially contracted fromtine to
time after January first, nineteen hundred fifty, for the construction,
reconstruction and equi pnent of city hospitals, not exceeding the sum of
one hundred fifty mllion dollars. Any indebtedness thereafter
contracted in excess of such sumfor such purposes, other than



i ndebt edness contracted to refund i ndebtedness excl uded pursuant to this
par agraph, shall not be so excl uded.

D. The aggregate of indebtedness initially contracted fromtine to
time after January first, nineteen hundred fifty-two, for the
construction and equi prent of new rapid transit railroads, including
extensions of and interconnections with and between existing rapid
transit railroads or portions thereof, and reconstruction and equi pnent
of existing rapid transit railroads, not exceeding the sumof five
hundred m I lion dollars. Any indebtedness thereafter contracted in
excess of such sumfor such purposes, other than indebtedness contracted
to refund i ndebt edness excl uded pursuant to this paragraph, shall not be
so excl uded.

E. I ndebtedness contracted for school purposes, evidenced by bonds, to
the extent to which state aid for cormmon school s, not exceeding two
mllion five hundred thousand dollars, shall neet the interest and the
annual requirenents for the anortization and paynent of part or all of
one or nore issues of such bonds. Such exclusion shall be effective only
during a fiscal year of the city in which its expense budget provides
for the paynment of such debt service fromsuch state aid. The
| egi sl ature shall prescribe by | aw the manner by which the anmount of any
such excl usion shall be determ ned and such i ndebtedness shall not be
excl uded hereunder except in accordance with the determi nation so
prescri bed. Such | aw may provide that any such determ nation shall be
conclusive if nade or approved by the state conptroller.

8§ 7-a. In ascertaining the power of the city of New York to contract
i ndebt edness, in addition to the indebtedness excluded under any ot her
section of this constitution, there shall be excl uded:

A. The aggregate of indebtedness initially contracted fromtine to
time by the city for the acquisition of railroads and facilities or
properties used in connection therewith or rights therein or securities
of corporations owning such railroads, facilities or rights, not
exceeding the sumof three hundred fifteen mllion dollars. Provision



for the anortization of such indebtedness shall be nmade either by the
establ i shment and mai nt enance of a sinking fund therefor or by annual
paynment of part thereof, or by both such nmethods. Any indebtedness
thereafter contracted in excess of such sumfor such purposes shall not
be so excluded, but this provision shall not be construed to prevent the
ref undi ng of any such i ndebt edness.

Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of the constitution, the city is
her eby aut horized to contract indebtedness for such purposes and to
deliver its obligations evidencing such indebtedness to the corporations
owning the railroads, facilities, properties or rights acquired, to the
hol ders of securities of such owning corporations, to the hol ders of
securities of corporations holding the securities of such owning
corporations, or to the holders of securities to which such acquired
railroads, facilities, properties or rights are now subject.

B. I ndebtedness contracted by the city for transit purposes, and not
ot herwi se excl uded, proportionately to the extent to which the current
net revenue received by the city fromall railroads and facilities and
properties used in connection therewith and rights therein owned by the
city and securities of corporations owning such railroads, facilities,
properties or rights, owned by the city, shall neet the interest and the
annual requirenents for the anortization and paynent of such
non- excl uded i ndebt edness.

In determ ni ng whet her i ndebtedness for transit purposes may be
excl uded under this paragraph of this section, there shall first be
deducted fromthe current net revenue received by the city from such
railroads and facilities and properties used in connection therewith and
rights therein and securities owned by the city: (a) an anount equal to
the interest and anortization requirenents on i ndebtedness for rapid
transit purposes heretofore excluded by order of the appellate division,
whi ch excl usi on shall not be term nated by or under any provision of
this section; (b) an anmount equal to the interest on indebtedness
contracted pursuant to this section and of the annual requirenents for
anortization on any sinking fund bonds and for redenption of any serial
bonds evi denci ng such i ndebtedness; (c) an anobunt equal to the sum of



all taxes and bridge tolls accruing to the city in the fiscal year of
the city preceding the acquisition of the railroads or facilities or
properties or rights therein or securities acquired by the city

her eunder, from such railroads, facilities and properties; and (d) the
anount of net operating revenue derived by the city fromthe independent
subway system during such fiscal year. The |egislature shall prescribe

t he net hod by which and the ternms and conditions under which the anount
of any indebtedness to be excluded hereunder shall be determ ned, and no
i ndebt edness shall be excluded except in accordance with the

determ nation so prescribed. The | egislature nay confer appropriate
jurisdiction on the appellate division of the suprene court in the first
judicial department for the purpose of determ ning the anmount of any
debt to be so excl uded.

8§ 8. No indebtedness of a county, city, town, village or school
district valid at the tinme of its inception shall thereafter becone
invalid by reason of the operation of any of the provisions of this
article.

8 9. Wenever the boundaries of any city are the sane as those of a
county, or when any city includes within its boundaries nore than one
county, the power of any county wholly included within such city to
contract indebtedness shall cease, but the indebtedness of such county
shall not, for the purposes of this article, be included as a part of
the city indebtedness.

8 10. Hereafter, in any county, city, village or school district
described in this section, the anbunt to be raised by tax on real estate
in any fiscal year, in addition to providing for the interest on and the
principal of all indebtedness, shall not exceed an anount equal to the
foll ow ng percentages of the average full valuation of taxable real
estate of such county, city, village or school district, |ess the anount
to be raised by tax on real estate in such year for the paynent of the
i nterest on and redenption of certificates or other evidence of



i ndebt edness descri bed in paragraphs A and D of section five of this
article, or renewal s thereof:

(a) any county, for county purposes, one and one-half per centum
provi ded, however, that the | egislature nay prescribe a nmethod by which
such imtation nmay be increased to not to exceed two per centum

(b) any city of one hundred twenty-five thousand or nore inhabitants
according to the | atest federal census, for city purposes, two per
centum

(c) any city having | ess than one hundred twenty-five thousand
i nhabitants according to the | atest federal census, for city purposes,
two per centum

(d) any village, for village purposes, two per centum

(e) Notwi thstanding the provisions of sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this section, the city of New York and the counties therein, for city
and county purposes, a conbined total of two and one-half per centum

The average full valuation of taxable real estate of such county,
city, village or school district shall be determ ned by taking the
assessed val uations of taxable real estate on the |ast conpleted
assessnment rolls and the four preceding rolls of such county, city,
village or school district, and applying thereto the ratio which such
assessed val uation on each of such rolls bears to the full valuation, as
determ ned by the state tax conm ssion or by such other state officer or
agency as the legislature shall by law direct. The | egislature shal
prescri be the manner by which such ratio shall be determ ned by the
state tax conm ssion or by such other state officer or agency.

Not hi ng contained in this section shall be deened to restrict the
powers granted to the | egislature by other provisions of this
constitution to further restrict the powers of any county, city, town,
village or school district to |evy taxes on real estate.

8§ 10-a. For the purpose of determ ning the anbunt of taxes which may
be rai sed on real estate pursuant to section ten of this article, the
revenues received in each fiscal year by any county, city or village
froma public inprovenent or part thereof, or service, owned or rendered



by such county, city or village for which bonds or capital notes are

i ssued after January first, nineteen hundred fifty, shall be applied
first to the paynment of all costs of operation, naintenance and repairs
thereof, and then to the paynent of the anounts required in such fiscal
year to pay the interest on and the anortization of, or paynent of,

i ndebt edness contracted for such public inprovenent or part thereof, or
service. The provisions of this section shall not prohibit the use of
excess revenues for any lawful county, city or village purpose. The
provi sions of this section shall not be applicable to a public

i mprovenent or part thereof constructed to provide for the supply of
wat er .

8§ 11. (a) Wienever the city of New York is required by law to pay for
all or any part of the cost of capital inprovenents by direct budgetary
appropriation in any fiscal year or by the issuance of certificates or
ot her evi dence of indebtedness (except serial bonds of an issue having a
maxi mrum maturity of nore than two years) to be redeenmed in one of the
two i medi ately succeeding fiscal years, taxes required for such
appropriation or for the redenption of such certificates or other
evi dence of indebtedness nay be excluded in whole or in part by such
city fromthe tax limtation prescribed by section ten of this article,
in which event the total ampunt so required for such appropriation and
for the redenpti on of such certificates or other evidence of
i ndebt edness shall be deened to be indebtedness to the same extent and
in the sane manner as if such anount had been financed through
i ndebt edness payabl e in equal annual installnents over the period of the
probabl e useful ness of such capital inprovenent, as determ ned by | aw
The fiscal officer of such city shall determ ne the anount to be deened
i ndebt edness pursuant to this section, and the legislature, inits
di scretion, nmay provide that such determ nation, if approved by the
state conptroller, shall be conclusive. Any anobunts determ ned to be
deened i ndebt edness of any county, city, other than the city of New
York, village or school district in accordance with the provisions of
this section as in force and effect prior to January first, nineteen
hundred fifty-two, shall not be deened to be indebtedness on and after
such date.



(b) Whenever any county, city, other than the city of New York,
village or school district which is coterm nous with, or partly wthin,
or wholly within, a city having | ess than one hundred twenty-five
t housand i nhabitants according to the | atest federal census provi des by
di rect budgetary appropriation for any fiscal year for the paynment in
such fiscal year or in any future fiscal year or years of all or any
part of the cost of an object or purpose for which a period of probable
usef ul ness has been determ ned by |law, the taxes required for such
appropriation shall be excluded fromthe tax limtation prescribed by
section ten of this article unless the |egislature otherw se provides.

8§ 12. It shall be the duty of the legislature, subject to the
provi sions of this constitution, to restrict the power of taxation,
assessnent, borrowi ng noney, contracting indebtedness, and | oaning the
credit of counties, cities, towns and villages, so as to prevent abuses
in taxation and assessnents and in contracting of indebtedness by them
Nothing in this article shall be construed to prevent the |egislature
fromfurther restricting the powers herein specified of any county,
city, town, village or school district to contract indebtedness or to
| evy taxes on real estate. The |egislature shall not, however, restrict
the power to levy taxes on real estate for the paynent of interest on or
princi pal of indebtedness theretofore contracted.

ARTI CLE I X
Local Governnents
Sec.
1. Bill of rights for |ocal governnents.

2. Powers and duties of |egislature; home rule powers of | ocal
governnents; statute of |ocal governnents.
3. Existing laws to remain applicable; construction; definitions.

ARTI CLE | X
Local CGovernnents
Bill of rights for |ocal governnents.



Section 1. Effective |ocal self-governnent and intergovernnental
cooperation are purposes of the people of the state. In furtherance
t hereof, |ocal governnents shall have the followi ng rights, powers,
privileges and immunities in addition to those granted by ot her
provi sions of this constitution:

(a) Every local governnent, except a county wholly included within a
city, shall have a legislative body elective by the peopl e thereof.
Every | ocal governnent shall have power to adopt |ocal |aws as provided
by this article.

(b) Al officers of every |ocal governnent whose el ection or
appointnment is not provided for by this constitution shall be el ected by
t he people of the |Iocal governnent, or of sone division thereof, or
appoi nted by such officers of the |ocal government as may be provi ded by
| aw.

(c) Local governnents shall have power to agree, as authorized by act
of the legislature, with the federal governnent, a state or one or nore
ot her governnents within or without the state, to provide cooperatively,
jointly or by contract any facility, service, activity or undertaking
whi ch each participating |ocal governnent has the power to provide
separately. Each such | ocal governnent shall have power to apportion its
share of the cost thereof upon such portion of its area as may be
aut hori zed by act of the |egislature.

(d) No | ocal governnment or any part of the territory thereof shall be
annexed to another until the people, if any, of the territory proposed
to be annexed shall have consented thereto by majority vote on a
ref erendum and until the governing board of each |ocal governnent, the
area of which is affected, shall have consented thereto upon the basis
of a determination that the annexation is in the over-all public
i nterest. The consent of the governing board of a county shall be
required only where a boundary of the county is affected. On or before
July first, nineteen hundred sixty-four, the |egislature shall provide,
where such consent of a governing board is not granted, for adjudication
and determ nation, on the law and the facts, in a proceeding initiated
in the suprenme court, of the issue of whether the annexation is in the
over-all public interest.

(e) Local governnents shall have power to take by em nent donain



private property within their boundaries for public use together with
excess |land or property but no nore than is sufficient to provide for
appropriate disposition or use of |and or property which abuts on that
necessary for such public use, and to sell or |ease that not devoted to
such use. The legislature may authorize and regul ate the exercise of the
power of em nent domai n and excess condemation by a | ocal governnent
outside its boundaries.

(f) No l|ocal governnent shall be prohibited by the l|egislature (1)
frommaking a fair return on the value of the property used and useful
inits operation of a gas, electric or water public utility service,
over and above costs of operation and nai ntenance and necessary and
proper reserves, in addition to an anmount equival ent to taxes which such
service, if privately owned, would pay to such | ocal governnent, or (2)
fromusing such profits for paynent of refunds to consuners or for any
ot her | awful purpose.

(g) A local governnent shall have power to apportion its cost of a
governnmental service or function upon any portion of its area, as
aut hori zed by act of the |egislature.

(h) (1) Counties, other than those wholly included within a city,
shal |l be enpowered by general |aw, or by special |aw enacted upon county
request pursuant to section two of this article, to adopt, anend or
repeal alternative forns of county government provided by the
| egi slature or to prepare, adopt, anend or repeal alternative fornms of
their own. Any such form of governnent or any anmendnent thereof, by act
of the legislature or by local law, nmay transfer one or nore functions
or duties of the county or of the cities, tows, villages, districts or
ot her units of governnent wholly contained in such county to each ot her
or when authorized by the legislature to the state, or may abolish one
or nore offices, departnents, agencies or units of governnent provided,
however, that no such form or anendnent, except as provided in paragraph
(2) of this subdivision, shall beconme effective unless approved on a
referendumby a majority of the votes cast thereon in the area of the
county outside of cities, and in the cities of the county, if any,
considered as one unit. Wiere an alternative formof county governnent
or any anendnent thereof, by act of the legislature or by |ocal |aw,
provi des for the transfer of any function or duty to or fromany village
or the abolition of any office, departnent, agency or unit of governnent



of a village wholly contained in such county, such form or anmendment
shall not becone effective unless it shall also be approved on the
referendumby a majority of the votes cast thereon in all the villages
so affected considered as one unit.

(2) After the adoption of an alternative form of county governnent by
a county, any anmendnent thereof by act of the legislature or by | ocal
| aw whi ch abol i shes or creates an el ective county office, changes the
voting or veto power of or the nmethod of renoving an el ective county
of ficer during his or her termof office, abolishes, curtails or
transfers to another county officer or agency any power of an elective
county officer or changes the formor conposition of the county
| egi sl ative body shall be subject to a perm ssive referendum as provided
by the | egislature.

Powers and duties of |egislature; honme rule powers of |ocal
governnents; statute of |ocal governnents.

8§ 2. (a) The legislature shall provide for the creation and
organi zati on of | ocal governnents in such manner as shall secure to them
the rights, powers, privileges and imunities granted to themby this
constitution.

(b) Subject to the bill of rights of |ocal governnents and ot her
applicable provisions of this constitution, the |egislature:

(1) Shall enact, and may fromtine to tine anmend, a statute of |oca
governments granting to | ocal governnents powers including but not
limted to those of local legislation and adnministration in addition to
the powers vested in themby this article. A power granted in such
statute may be repeal ed, dimnished, inpaired or suspended only by
enactnent of a statute by the legislature with the approval of the
governor at its regular session in one cal endar year and the
re-enact ment and approval of such statute in the foll ow ng cal endar
year.

(2) Shall have the power to act in relation to the property, affairs
or government of any |ocal government only by general |aw, or by speci al
|l aw only (a) on request of two-thirds of the total nenbership of its
| egi sl ati ve body or on request of its chief executive officer concurred



in by a majority of such nmenbership, or (b), except in the case of the
city of New York, on certificate of necessity fromthe governor reciting
facts which in the judgnent of the governor constitute an energency
requiring enactnent of such law and, in such latter case, with the
concurrence of two-thirds of the nenmbers el ected to each house of the

| egi sl ature.

(3) Shall have the power to confer on | ocal governnments powers not
relating to their property, affairs or governnent including but not
limted to those of local legislation and adnministration, in addition to
t hose otherwi se granted by or pursuant to this article, and to w thdraw
or restrict such additional powers.

(c) I'n addition to powers granted in the statute of |ocal governnents
or any other law, (i) every local governnment shall have power to adopt
and anend | ocal [aws not inconsistent with the provisions of this
constitution or any general lawrelating to its property, affairs or
governnment and, (ii) every local governnent shall have power to adopt
and anend | ocal [aws not inconsistent with the provisions of this
constitution or any general lawrelating to the foll ow ng subjects,
whet her or not they relate to the property, affairs or governnent of
such | ocal governnent, except to the extent that the |egislature shal
restrict the adoption of such a local lawrelating to other than the
property, affairs or governnent of such |ocal governnent:

(1) The powers, duties, qualifications, nunber, node of selection and
renoval, ternms of office, conpensation, hours of work, protection
wel fare and safety of its officers and enpl oyees, except that cities and
towns shall not have such power with respect to nenbers of the
| egi sl ative body of the county in their capacities as county officers.

(2) I'n the case of a city, town or village, the nmenbership and
conposition of its |egislative body.

(3) The transaction of its business.

(4) The incurring of its obligations, except that |ocal |aws relating
to financing by the issuance of evidences of indebtedness by such | ocal
governnment shall be consistent with | aws enacted by the | egislature.

(5) The presentation, ascertai nnent and di scharge of clains agai nst
it.

(6) The acquisition, care, nanagenent and use of its highways, roads,
streets, avenues and property.



(7) The acquisition of its transit facilities and the ownership and
operation thereof.

(8) The levy, collection and adm nistration of |ocal taxes authorized
by the | egislature and of assessnents for |ocal inprovenents, consistent
with laws enacted by the |egislature.

(9) The wages or salaries, the hours of work or |abor, and the
protection, welfare and safety of persons enployed by any contractor or
sub-contractor perform ng work, |abor or services for it.

(10) The government, protection, order, conduct, safety, health and
wel | - bei ng of persons or property therein.

(d) Except in the case of a transfer of functions under an alternative
formof county governnent, a |local governnent shall not have power to
adopt local |aws which inpair the powers of any other |ocal governnent.

(e) The rights and powers of |ocal governnments specified in this
section insofar as applicable to any county within the city of New York
shall be vested in such city.

Existing laws to remai n applicable; construction; definitions.

8§ 3. (a) Except as expressly provided, nothing in this article shall
restrict or inpair any power of the legislature in relation to:

(1) The mai ntenance, support or adm nistration of the public school
system as required or provided by article XI of this constitution, or
any retirenent systempertaining to such public school system

(2) The courts as required or provided by article VI of this
constitution, and

(3) Matters other than the property, affairs or governnent of a | ocal
gover nnment .

(b) The provisions of this article shall not affect any existing valid
provi sions of acts of the legislature or of |ocal |egislation and such
provi sions shall continue in force until repeal ed, anended, nodified or
superseded in accordance with the provisions of this constitution.

(c) Rights, powers, privileges and immunities granted to | ocal
governnments by this article shall be liberally construed.

(d) Whenever used in this article the following terns shall nean or
i ncl ude:

(1) "General law. " Alaw which in terns and in effect applies alike



to all counties, all counties other than those wholly included within a
city, all cities, all towns or all villages.

(2) "Local government. " A county, city, town or village.

(3) "People. " Persons entitled to vote as provided in section one of
article two of this constitution.

(4) "Special law. " Alaw which in terns and in effect applies to one
or nore, but not all, counties, counties other than those wholly

included within a city, cities, towns or villages.

ARTI CLE X

Cor por ati ons

Sec.

1. Corporations; formation of.

2. Dues of corporations.

3. Savings bank charters; restrictions on trustees; speci al
charters not to be granted.

4. Corporations; definition; right to sue and be sued.

5. Public corporations; restrictions on creation and powers;
accounts; obligations

6. Liability of state for paynent of bonds of public corporation
to construct state thruways; use of state canal |ands and
properties.

7. Liability of state for paynent of obligations of port of New
York authority for purchase of railroad passenger equi pnent.

8. Liability of state for paynment of obligations of public
corporation issued to finance new industrial or manufacturing
plants in depressed areas.

ARTI CLE X
Cor por ati ons

Section 1. Corporations may be forned under general |aws; but shal
not be created by special act, except for nunicipal purposes, and in
cases where, in the judgnent of the |egislature, the objects of the
corporation cannot be attained under general |aws. Al general |aws and



speci al acts passed pursuant to this section nay be altered fromtine to
time or repeal ed.

8§ 2. Dues from corporations shall be secured by such individual
liability of the corporators and other means as nmay be prescribed by
| aw.

8§ 3. The legislature shall, by general |aw, conformall charters of
savi ngs banks, savings and | oan associations, or institutions for
savings, to a uniformty of powers, rights and liabilities, and all
charters hereafter granted for such corporations shall be nade to
conformto such general law, and to such anmendnents as may be nade
thereto. The | egislature shall have no power to pass any act granting
any special charter for banking purposes; but corporations or
associ ations may be forned for such purposes under general | aws.

8 4. The termcorporations as used in this section and in sections 1,
2 and 3 of this article shall be construed to include all associations
and joint-stock conpani es having any of the powers or privileges of
corporations not possessed by individuals or partnerships. And al
corporations shall have the right to sue and shall be subject to be sued
in all courts in |ike cases as natural persons.

8 5. No public corporation (other than a county, city, town, village,
school district or fire district or an inprovenent district established
in a town or towns) possessing both the power to contract indebtedness
and the power to collect rentals, charges, rates or fees for the
services or facilities furnished or supplied by it shall hereafter be
created except by special act of the |egislature.

No such public corporation (other than a county or city) shal
hereafter be given both the power to contract indebtedness and the
power, within any city, to collect rentals, charges, rates or fees from



the owners of real estate, or the occupants of real estate (other than
t he occupants of prem ses owned or controlled by such corporation or by
the state or any civil division thereof), for services or facilities
furni shed or supplied in connection with such real estate, if such
services or facilities are of a character or nature then or fornerly
furni shed or supplied by the city, unless the electors of the city shal
approve the granting to such corporation of such powers by a majority
vote at a general or special election in such city; but this paragraph
shall not apply to a corporation created pursuant to an interstate
conpact.

The accounts of every such public corporation heretofore or hereafter
created shall be subject to the supervision of the state conptroller
or, if the menber or nenbers of such public corporation are appointed by
the mayor of a city, to the supervision of the conptroller of such city;
provi ded, however, that this provision shall not apply to such a public
corporation created pursuant to agreenent or conpact with another state
or with a foreign power, except with the consent of the parties to such
agreenent or conpact.

Nei ther the state nor any political subdivision thereof shall at any
time be liable for the paynent of any obligations issued by such a
public corporation heretofore or hereafter created, nor may the
| egi sl ature accept, authorize acceptance of or inpose such liability
upon the state or any political subdivision thereof; but the state or a
political subdivision thereof may, if authorized by the |egislature,
acquire the properties of any such corporation and pay the indebtedness
t her eof .

8§ 6. Notw thstanding any provision of this or any other article of
this constitution, the legislature may by |law, which shall take effect
Wi t hout subm ssion to the people:

(a) make or authorize making the state liable for the paynment of the
principal of and interest on bonds of a public corporation created to
construct state thruways, in a principal anmount not to exceed five
hundred mllion dollars, maturing in not to exceed forty years after



their respective dates, and for the paynent of the principal of and
i nterest on notes of such corporation issued in anticipation of such
bonds, which notes and any renewal s thereof shall mature within five
years after the respective dates of such notes; and

(b) authorize the use of any state canal |ands and properties by such
a public corporation for so long as the |l aw may provide. To the extent
paynment is not otherwi se made or provided for, the provisions of section
si xteen of article seven shall apply to the liability of the state
i ncurred pursuant to this section, but the powers conferred by this
section shall not be subject to the Iimtations of this or any other
article.

§ 7. Notwi thstanding any provision of this or any other article of
this constitution, the legislature may by |law, which shall take effect
Wi t hout subm ssion to the people, make or authorize making the state
liable for the paynent of the principal of and interest on obligations
of the port of New York authority issued pursuant to | egislation
heret of ore or hereafter enacted, to purchase or refinance the purchase
of, or to repay advances fromthis state made for the purpose of
purchasi ng, railroad passenger cars, including self-propelled cars, and
| oconotives and other rolling stock used in passenger transportation,
for the purpose of |easing such cars to any railroad transporting
passengers between municipalities in the portion of the port of New York
district within the state, the majority of the trackage of which within
the port of New York district utilized for the transportation of
passengers shall be in the state; provided, however, that the total
anount of obligations with respect to which the state nay be made |iable
shall not exceed one hundred mllion dollars at any tine, and that al
of such obligations shall be due not later than thirty-five years after
the effective date of this section.

To the extent paynent is not otherw se nade or provided for, the
provi sions of section sixteen of article seven shall apply to the
liability of the state incurred pursuant to this section, but the powers
conferred by this section shall not be subject to the |limtations of
this or any other article.



§ 8. Notwi thstanding any provision of this or any other article of
this constitution, the legislature may by |law, which shall take effect
Wi t hout subm ssion to the people, make or authorize maeking the state
liable for the paynent of the principal of and interest on bonds of a
public corporation to be created pursuant to and for the purposes
specified in the | ast paragraph of section eight of article seven of
this constitution, maturing in not to exceed thirty years after their
respective dates, and for the principal of and interest on notes of such
corporation issued in anticipation of such bonds, which notes and any
renewal s thereof shall mature within seven years after the respective
dates of such notes, provided that the aggregate princi pal anmount of
such bonds with respect to which the state shall be so liable shall not
at any one tinme exceed nine hundred mllion dollars, excluding bonds
i ssued to refund outstandi ng bonds.

ARTI CLE Xl
Educat i on
Sec.
1. Conmon school s.
2. Regents of the University.
3. Use of public property or noney in aid of denom nati onal
school s prohibited; transportation of children authorized.

ARTI CLE X
Educati on

Section 1. The legislature shall provide for the naintenance and
support of a system of free common schools, wherein all the children of
this state may be educat ed.

8§ 2. The corporation created in the year one thousand seven hundred
ei ghty-four, under the nane of The Regents of the University of the



State of New York, is hereby continued under the nane of The University
of the State of New York. It shall be governed and its corporate powers,
whi ch may be increased, nodified or dimnished by the |egislature, shall
be exercised by not |ess than nine regents.

8 3. Neither the state nor any subdivision thereof, shall use its
property or credit or any public noney, or authorize or permt either to
be used, directly or indirectly, in aid or maintenance, other than for
exam nation or inspection, of any school or institution of |earning
wholly or in part under the control or direction of any religious
denom nation, or in which any denomi national tenet or doctrine is
taught, but the |l egislature may provide for the transportation of
children to and fromany school or institution of |earning.

ARTI CLE XI |
Def ense

Sec.
1. Defense of state; organized mlitia.

ARTI CLE XI |
Def ense

Section 1. The defense and protection of the state and of the United
States is an obligation of all persons within the state. The | egislature
shall provide for the discharge of this obligation and for the
mai nt enance and regul ation of an organized mlitia.

ARTI CLE Xl I
Public O ficers
Sec.
1. Cath of office; no other test for public office.
2. Duration of termof office.

3. Vacancies in office; how fill ed.



Political year and legislative term

Renoval from office for m sconduct.

When office to be deened vacant; |egislature nmay decl are.
Conmpensati on of officers.

El ection and termof city and certain county officers.
-12. There are no sections 9-12.

© 0N O

13. Law enforcenent and ot her officers.
14. Legi sl ature may regul ate wages, hours, etc. of public
enpl oyees and of persons enployed on public contracts.

ARTI CLE Xl I |
Public Oficers

Section 1. Menbers of the legislature, and all officers, executive and
judicial, except such inferior officers as shall be by | aw exenpted,
shall, before they enter on the duties of their respective offices, take
and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: "I do solemly swear
(or affirm that I will support the constitution of the United States,
and the constitution of the State of New York, and that | w ]l
faithfully discharge the duties of the office of ............ , according
to the best of ny ability; " and no other oath, declaration or test
shall be required as a qualification for any office of public trust,
except that any commttee of a political party may, by rule, provide for
equal representation of the sexes on any such comrittee, and a state
convention of a political party, at which candidates for public office
are nom nated, may, by rule, provide for equal representation of the
sexes on any commttee of such party.

8§ 2. Wien the duration of any office is not provided by this
constitution it nmay be declared by law, and if not so declared, such
of fice shall be held during the pleasure of the authority nmaking the
appoi nt nent .

8§ 3. The legislature shall provide for filling vacancies in office,



and in case of elective officers, no person appointed to fill a vacancy
shall hold his or her office by virtue of such appoi ntnent |onger than

t he conmencenent of the political year next succeeding the first annual
el ection after the happening of the vacancy; provided, however, that

not hing contained in this article shall prohibit the filling of
vacanci es on boards of education, including boards of education of
comunity districts in the city school district of the city of New York,
by appoi ntnment until the next regular school district election, whether
or not such appoi ntnent shall extend beyond the thirty-first day of
Decenber in any year

8 4. The political year and legislative termshall begin on the first
day of January; and the legislature shall, every year, assenble on the
first Wednesday after the first Monday in January.

8 5. Provision shall be nmade by | aw for the renoval for m sconduct or
mal versation in office of all officers, except judicial, whose powers
and duties are not local or legislative and who shall be el ected at
general elections, and also for supplying vacancies created by such
renoval .

8§ 6. The legislature may declare the cases in which any office shal
be deenmed vacant when no provision is made for that purpose in this
constitution.

8§ 7. Each of the state officers named in this constitution shall,
during his or her continuance in office, receive a conpensation, to be
fixed by law, which shall not be increased or dimnished during the term
for which he or she shall have been el ected or appointed; nor shall he
or she receive to his or her use any fees or perquisites of office or
ot her conpensati on.



8§ 8. Al elections of city officers, including supervisors, elected in
any city or part of a city, and of county officers elected in any county
wholly included in a city, except to fill vacancies, shall be held on
t he Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in Novenber in an odd-nunbered
year, and the term of every such officer shall expire at the end of an
odd- nunbered year. This section shall not apply to el ections of any
judicial officer.

§ 13. (a) Except in counties in the city of New York and except as
aut horized in section one of article nine of this constitution,
registers in counties having registers shall be chosen by the el ectors
of the respective counties once in every three years and whenever the
occurring of vacancies shall require; the sheriff and the clerk of each
county shall be chosen by the electors once in every three or four years
as the legislature shall direct. Sheriffs shall hold no other office.
They may be required by law to renew their security, fromtinme to tineg;
and in default of giving such new security, their offices shall be
deened vacant. The governor may renove any el ective sheriff, county
clerk, district attorney or register within the termfor which he or she
shal | have been el ected; but before so doing the governor shall give to
such of ficer a copy of the charges against himor her and an opportunity
of being heard in his or her defense. In each county a district attorney
shall be chosen by the electors once in every three or four years as the
| egi slature shall direct. The clerk of each county in the city of New
York shall be appointed, and be subject to renoval, by the appellate
di vision of the suprene court in the judicial departnent in which the
county is located. In addition to his or her powers and duties as clerk
of the suprene court, he or she shall have power to select, draw, summobn
and enpanel grand and petit jurors in the manner and under the
conditions now or hereafter prescribed by |Iaw, and shall have such ot her
powers and duties as shall be prescribed by the city fromtine to tine
by | ocal |aw.

(b) Any district attorney who shall fail faithfully to prosecute a
person charged with the violation in his or her county of any provision
of this article which may conme to his or her know edge, shall be renoved
fromoffice by the governor, after due notice and an opportunity of



bei ng heard in his or her defense. The expenses which shall be incurred
by any county, in investigating and prosecuting any charge of bribery or
attenpting to bribe any person holding office under the laws of this
state, within such county, or of receiving bribes by any such person in
said county, shall be a charge against the state, and their paynent by
the state shall be provided for by |aw

(c) The city of New York is hereby vested with power fromtine to tine
to abolish by local law, as defined by the | egislature, the office of
any county officer within the city other than judges, clerks of counties
and district attorneys, and to assign any or all functions of such
officers to city officers, courts or clerks of counties, and to
prescri be the powers, duties, qualifications, nunber, node of selection
and renoval, terns of office and conpensati on of the persons hol di ng
such of fices and the enpl oyees therein, and to assign to city officers
any powers or duties of clerks of counties not assigned by this
constitution. The legislature shall not pass any |aw affecting any such
matters in relation to such offices within the city of New York except
on nessage fromthe governor declaring that an energency exists and the
concurrent action of two-thirds of the nenbers of each house, except
that existing | aws regardi ng each such office shall continue in force,
and may be anended or repealed by the legislature as heretofore, until
the power herein granted to the city has been exercised with respect to
that office. The provisions of article nine shall not prevent the
| egi sl ature from passi ng general or special |aws prescribing or
affecting powers and duties of such city officers or such courts or
clerks to whom or which functions of such county officers shall have
been so assigned, in so far as such powers or duties enbrace subjects
not relating to property, affairs or government of such city.

8 14. The legislature nmay regul ate and fix the wages or sal aries and
the hours of work or |abor, and nake provisions for the protection,
wel fare and safety, of persons enployed by the state or by any county,
city, town, village or other civil division of the state, or by any
contractor or subcontractor perform ng work, |abor or services for the
state or for any county, city, town, village or other civil division
t her eof .



ARTI CLE Xl V
Conservati on
Sec.
1. Forest preserve to be forever kept wild; certain uses and

exceptions authori zed.

2. Reservoirs.

3. Forest and wild |life conservation; use or disposition of
certain forest preserve |ands authorized.

4. Protection of natural resources and the devel opnent of
agricultural |ands.

5. Violations of article; how restrained.

6. Enacted w thout section headi ng.

ARTI CLE XI V
Conservati on

Section 1. The lands of the state, now owned or hereafter acquired,
constituting the forest preserve as now fixed by law, shall be forever
kept as wild forest |ands. They shall not be |eased, sold or exchanged,
or be taken by any corporation, public or private, nor shall the tinber
t hereon be sold, renoved or destroyed. Nothing herein contained shal
prevent the state from constructing, conpleting and mai ntaining any
hi ghway heretofore specifically authorized by constitutional anendnent,
nor from constructing and nmaintaining to federal standards federal aid
interstate highway route five hundred two froma point in the vicinity
of the city of Aens Falls, thence northerly to the vicinity of the
vill ages of Lake George and Warrensburg, the ham ets of South Horicon
and Pottersville and thence northerly in a generally straight line on
the west side of Schroon Lake to the vicinity of the ham et of Schroon,
then continuing northerly to the vicinity of Schroon Falls, Schroon
Ri ver and North Hudson, and to the east of Makom s Muntain, east of the
hanm et of New Russia, east of the village of Elizabethtown and
continuing northerly in the vicinity of the ham et of Towers Forge, and
east of Poke-O Moonshi ne Mountain and continuing northerly to the



vicinity of the village of Keeseville and the city of Plattsburgh, al

of the aforesaid taking not to exceed a total of three hundred acres of
state forest preserve |land, nor from constructi ng and mai ntai ni ng not
nore than twenty-five mles of ski trails thirty to two hundred feet

wi de, together with appurtenances thereto, provided that no nore than
five mles of such trails shall be in excess of one hundred twenty feet
wi de, on the north, east and northwest slopes of Witeface Mountain in
Essex county, nor from constructing and nai ntai ning not nore than
twenty-five mles of ski trails thirty to two hundred feet wi de,

t oget her with appurtenances thereto, provided that no nore than two
mles of such trails shall be in excess of one hundred twenty feet w de,
on the slopes of Belleayre Mountain in U ster and Del aware counti es and
not nore than forty mles of ski trails thirty to two hundred feet w de,
t oget her with appurtenances thereto, provided that no nore than eight
mles of such trails shall be in excess of one hundred twenty feet w de,
on the slopes of Gore and Pete Gay nountains in Warren county, nor from
rel ocating, reconstructing and naintaining a total of not nore than
fifty mles of existing state hi ghways for the purpose of elimnating

t he hazards of dangerous curves and grades, provided a total of no nore
than four hundred acres of forest preserve |and shall be used for such
pur pose and that no single relocated portion of any highway shall exceed
one mile in length. Notw thstanding the foregoing provisions, the state
may convey to the village of Saranac Lake ten acres of forest preserve

| and adj acent to the boundaries of such village for public use in

provi ding for refuse disposal and in exchange therefore the village of
Sar anac Lake shall convey to the state thirty acres of certain true
forest |and owned by such village on Roaring Brook in the northern half
of Lot 113, Township 11, Richards Survey. Notw thstandi ng the foregoing
provi sions, the state nay convey to the town of Arietta twenty-eight
acres of forest preserve |land within such town for public use in

provi ding for the extension of the runway and | anding strip of the

Pi seco airport and in exchange therefor the town of Arietta shall convey
to the state thirty acres of certain | and owned by such town in the town
of Arietta. Notwi thstanding the foregoing provisions and subject to

| egi sl ative approval of the tracts to be exchanged prior to the actual
transfer of title, the state, in order to consolidate its |and hol di ngs
for better managenent, nmay convey to International Paper Conpany



approxi mately eight thousand five hundred acres of forest preserve | and
| ocated in townships two and three of Totten and Crossfield Purchase and
townshi p nine of the Mbose R ver Tract, Hamilton county, and in exchange
therefore International Paper Conpany shall convey to the state for

i ncorporation into the forest preserve approxi nately the sane nunber of
acres of land |ocated within such townshi ps and such County on condition
that the legislature shall determ ne that the |lands to be received by
the state are at |east equal in value to the lands to be conveyed by the
state. Notw t hstanding the foregoing provisions and subject to

| egi sl ative approval of the tracts to be exchanged prior to the actual
transfer of title and the conditions herein set forth, the state, in
order to facilitate the preservation of historic buildings listed on the
national register of historic places by rejoining an historic grouping
of buil dings under unitary ownership and stewardship, nay convey to
Saganore Institute Inc., a not-for-profit educational organization,
approximately ten acres of |and and buil dings thereon adjoi ning the real
property of the Saganore Institute, Inc. and | ocated on Saganore Road,
near Raquette Lake Village, in the Town of Long Lake, county of

Ham [ ton, and in exchange therefor; Saganore Institute, Inc. shal
convey to the state for incorporation into the forest preserve
approximately two hundred acres of wild forest land |ocated within the
Adi rondack Park on condition that the |egislature shall detern ne that
the lands to be received by the state are at | east equal in value to the
| ands and buil dings to be conveyed by the state and that the natural and
hi storic character of the | ands and buil di ngs conveyed by the state w |
be secured by appropriate covenants and restrictions and that the | ands
and buil di ngs conveyed by the state will reasonably be avail able for
public visits according to agreenent between Saganore Institute, Inc.
and the state. Notw thstandi ng the foregoi ng provisions the state my
convey to the town of Arietta fifty acres of forest preserve land within
such town for public use in providing for the extension of the runway
and landing strip of the Piseco airport and providing for the

mai nt enance of a cl ear zone around such runway, and in exchange
therefor, the town of Arietta shall convey to the state fifty-three
acres of true forest land located in lot 2 township 2 Totten and
Crossfield s Purchase in the towmn of Lake Pl easant.



Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions and subject to |legislative
approval prior to actual transfer of title, the state may convey to the
town of Keene, Essex county, for public use as a cenetery owned by such
town, approximtely twelve acres of forest preserve land within such
town and, in exchange therefor, the town of Keene shall convey to the
state for incorporation into the forest preserve approxi nmately one
hundred forty-four acres of |and, together with an easenent over |and
owned by such town including the riverbed adjacent to the land to be
conveyed to the state that will restrict further devel opnent of such
| and, on condition that the |l egislature shall determ ne that the
property to be received by the state is at |least equal in value to the
| and to be conveyed by the state.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions and subject to |legislative
approval prior to actual transfer of title, because there is no viable
alternative to using forest preserve lands for the siting of drinking
wat er wells and necessary appurtenances and because such wells are
necessary to neet drinking water quality standards, the state may convey
to the town of Long Lake, Hamilton county, one acre of forest preserve
| and within such town for public use as the site of such drinking water
wel I s and necessary appurtenances for the nmunicipal water supply for the
ham et of Raquette Lake. In exchange therefor, the town of Long Lake
shall convey to the state at | east twelve acres of land located in
Ham [ ton county for incorporation into the forest preserve that the
| egi slature shall determine is at least equal in value to the land to be
conveyed by the state. The Raquette Lake surface reservoir shall be
abandoned as a drinking water supply source.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions and subject to |legislative
approval prior to actual transfer of title, the state nay convey to
National Gid up to six acres adjoining State Route 56 in St. Lawence
County where it passes through Forest Preserve in Township 5, Lots 1, 2,
5 and 6 that is necessary and appropriate for National Gid to construct
a new 46kV power line and in exchange therefore National Gid shall
convey to the state for incorporation into the forest preserve at |east
10 acres of forest |land owned by National Gid in St. Lawence county,
on condition that the legislature shall determi ne that the property to



be received by the state is at |east equal in value to the | and conveyed
by the state.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions, the | egislature my
authorize the settlenment, according to terns determ ned by the
| egi slature, of title disputes in towship forty, Totten and Crossfield
purchase in the town of Long Lake, Hami Iton county, to resolve
| ongst andi ng and conpeting clains of title between the state and private
parties in said towship, provided that prior to, and as a condition of
such settlenment, |and purchased w thout the use of state-appropriated
funds, and suitable for incorporation in the forest preserve within the
Adi rondack park, shall be conveyed to the state on the condition that
the |l egislature shall determ ne that the property to be conveyed to the
state shall provide a net benefit to the forest preserve as conpared to
the township forty | ands subject to such settlenent.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions, the state may authorize NYCO
Mnerals, Inc. to engage in mneral sanpling operations, solely at its
expense, to determne the quantity and quality of wollastonite on
approxi mately 200 acres of forest preserve |land contained in |ot 8,
Stowers survey, town of Lewis, Essex county provided that NYCO M neral s,
Inc. shall provide the data and information derived from such drilling
to the state for appraisal purposes. Subject to |egislative approval of
the tracts to be exchanged prior to the actual transfer of title, the
state may subsequently convey said lot 8 to NYCO Mnerals, Inc., and, in
exchange therefor, NYCO Mnerals, Inc. shall convey to the state for
i ncorporation into the forest preserve not |ess than the sane nunber of
acres of land, on condition that the legislature shall determ ne that
the lands to be received by the state are equal to or greater than the
value of the land to be conveyed by the state and on condition that the
assessed value of the land to be conveyed to the state shall total not
| ess than one mllion dollars. Wien NYCO Mnerals, Inc. term nates al
m ning operations on such ot 8 it shall renediate the site and convey
title to such lot back to the state of New York for inclusion in the
forest preserve. In the event that lot 8 is not conveyed to NYCO
M nerals, Inc. pursuant to this paragraph, NYCO M nerals, Inc.
nevert hel ess shall convey to the state for incorporation into the forest



preserve not |ess than the sane nunber of acres of land that is

di sturbed by any mneral sanpling operations conducted on said |ot 8
pursuant to this paragraph on condition that the |egislature shal
determ ne that the lands to be received by the state are equal to or
greater than the value of the | ands di sturbed by the mneral sanpling
oper ati ons.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions and subject to |legislative
approval prior to actual transfer of title, a total of no nore than two
hundred fifty acres of forest preserve |and shall be used for the
establishment of a health and safety |and account. Were no viable
alternative exists and other criteria devel oped by the legislature are
satisfied, a town, village or county may apply, pursuant to a process
determ ned by the legislature, to the health and safety | and account for
projects limted to: address bridge hazards or safety on county
hi ghways, and town hi ghways |isted on the | ocal highway inventory
mai nt ai ned by the departnent of transportation, dedicated, and in
exi stence on January first, two thousand fifteen, and annually pl owed
and regul arly naintained; elimnation of the hazards of dangerous curves
and grades on county hi ghways, and town hi ghways |isted on the | ocal
hi ghway i nventory mai ntai ned by the departnent of transportation,
dedi cated, and in existence on January first, two thousand fifteen, and
annual |y plowed and regul arly maintained; relocation and reconstruction
and mai nt enance of county hi ghways, and town hi ghways |isted on the
| ocal hi ghway inventory naintained by the departnment of transportation,
dedi cated, and in existence on January first, two thousand fifteen and
annual ly plowed and regul arly maintai ned, provided further that no
single relocated portion of any such highway shall exceed one mle in
| ength; and water wells and necessary appurtenances when such wells are
necessary to neet drinking water quality standards and are | ocated
within five hundred thirty feet of state hi ghways, county hi ghways, and
town hi ghways |isted on the |ocal highway inventory naintained by the
departnment of transportation, dedicated, and in exi stence on January
first, two thousand fifteen, and annually plowed and regularly
mai ntai ned. As a condition of the creation of such health and safety
| and account the state shall acquire two hundred fifty acres of |and for
i ncorporation into the forest preserve, on condition that the



| egi sl ature shall approve such |ands to be added to the forest preserve.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoi ng provisions, the construction, operation,
and mai ntenance to international standards for Nordic skiing and
biathlon trails that will accommbdate gl obal conpetitions, training, and
events, totaling not nore than three hundred twenty-three acres of
trails and appurtenances thereto, is authorized on one thousand
thirty-nine acres of forest preserve |ands at the Munt Van Hoevenberg
A ynpic Sports Conplex in the town of North Elba in Essex county, and as
an offset thereto the state nust acquire for incorporation into the
forest preserve at |east two thousand five hundred acres of forest |and
for inclusion in the forest preserve in the Adirondack Park on condition
that the legislature shall determ ne that such |ands are equal to or
greater in val ue.

8§ 2. The legislature may by general |aws provide for the use of not
exceedi ng three per centum of such lands for the construction and
mai nt enance of reservoirs for rmunicipal water supply, and for the canals
of the state. Such reservoirs shall be constructed, owned and controll ed
by the state, but such work shall not be undertaken until after the
boundari es and high flow |lines thereof shall have been accurately
surveyed and fixed, and after public notice, hearing and determ nation
that such | ands are required for such public use. The expense of any
such i nprovenents shall be apportioned on the public and private
property and nunicipalities benefited to the extent of the benefits
recei ved. Any such reservoir shall always be operated by the state and
the legislature shall provide for a charge upon the property and
muni cipalities benefited for a reasonable return to the state upon the
value of the rights and property of the state used and the services of
the state rendered, which shall be fixed for terns of not exceeding ten
years and be readjustable at the end of any term Unsanitary conditions
shall not be created or continued by any such public works.

8§ 3. 1. Forest and wild life conservation are hereby declared to be
policies of the state. For the purpose of carrying out such policies the



| egi sl ature may appropriate noneys for the acquisition by the state of
| and, outside of the Adirondack and Catskill parks as now fixed by | aw,
for the practice of forest or wild |life conservation. The prohibitions
of section 1 of this article shall not apply to any | ands heretofore or
hereafter acquired or dedicated for such purposes within the forest
preserve counties but outside of the Adirondack and Catskill parks as
now fixed by |aw, except that such | ands shall not be |eased, sold or
exchanged, or be taken by any corporation, public or private.

2. As to any other |lands of the state, now owned or hereafter
acquired, constituting the forest preserve referred to in section one of
this article, but outside of the Adirondack and Catskill parks as now
fixed by law, and consisting in any case of not nore than one hundred
contiguous acres entirely separated from any other portion of the forest
preserve, the legislature nmay by appropriate |egislation,
not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of section one of this article,
aut horize: (a) the dedication thereof for the practice of forest or
wildlife conservation; or (b) the use thereof for public recreational or
ot her state purposes or the sale, exchange or other disposition thereof;
provi ded, however, that all noneys derived fromthe sale or other
di sposition of any of such |ands shall be paid into a special fund of
the treasury and be expended only for the acquisition of additional
| ands for such forest preserve within either such Adirondack or Catskil
par k.

8 4. The policy of the state shall be to conserve and protect its
nat ural resources and scenic beauty and encourage the devel opnent and
i mprovenent of its agricultural lands for the production of food and
ot her agricultural products. The legislature, in inplenenting this
policy, shall include adequate provision for the abatenment of air and
wat er pollution and of excessive and unnecessary noi se, the protection
of agricultural Iands, wetlands and shorelines, and the devel opnent and
regul ati on of water resources. The |egislature shall further provide for
the acquisition of |ands and waters, including inprovenents thereon and
any interest therein, outside the forest preserve counties, and the
dedi cati on of properties so acquired or now owned, which because of



their natural beauty, wlderness character, or geol ogical, ecological or
hi storical significance, shall be preserved and adm nistered for the use
and enjoynment of the people. Properties so dedicated shall constitute
the state nature and historical preserve and they shall not be taken or
ot herwi se di sposed of except by | aw enacted by two successive regul ar
sessions of the |egislature.

8 5. Aviolation of any of the provisions of this article may be
restrained at the suit of the people or, with the consent of the suprene
court in appellate division, on notice to the attorney-general at the
suit of any citizen.

8§ 6. Wiere state, county, or town highways |listed on the |ocal highway
i nventory mai ntai ned by the departnment of transportation, dedicated and
i n exi stence on January first, two thousand fifteen, and annually pl owed
and regul arly naintai ned, traverse forest preserve land, public utility
lines, limted to electric, tel ephone, broadband, water or sewer |ines
as defined in law, may, consistent with standards and requirenents set
forth in law, and following receipt of all permts or authorizations
required by |law, be buried or co-located within the w dths of such
hi ghways as defined in |law, and bicycle paths nay, consistent with
standards and requirenents set forth in law, and follow ng receipt of
all permts or authorizations required by |aw, be constructed and
mai ntai ned within the widths of such highways, as defined in | aw,
provi ded, however, when no viable alternative exists and when necessary
to ensure public health and safety, a stabilization device for an
existing utility pole may be located in proximty to the width of the
road, as defined in |aw, provided further, that any co-location, burial,
mai nt enance or construction shall mnimze the renoval of trees or
vegetation and shall not include the construction of any new intrastate
natural gas or oil pipelines that have not received all necessary state
and |l ocal permts and authorizations as of June first, two thousand
si xt een.



ARTI CLE XV
Canal s

Sec.

1. Disposition of canals and canal properties prohibited.

2. Prohibition inapplicable to | ands and properties no | onger
useful ; disposition authorized.

3. No tolls to be inposed; contracts for work and materials; no
extra conpensati on.

4. Lease or transfer of barge canal to federal governnent
aut hori zed.

ARTI CLE XV
Canal s

Section 1. The legislature shall not sell, abandon or otherw se
di spose of the now existing or future inproved barge canal, the
di visions of which are the Erie canal, the Gswego canal, the Chanplain
canal, and the Cayuga and Seneca canals, or of the term nals constructed
as part of the barge canal system nor shall it sell, abandon or
ot herwi se di spose of any portion of the canal systemexisting prior to
t he barge canal inprovenent which portion forns a part of, or functions
as a part of, the present barge canal system but such canals and
termnals shall remain the property of the state and under its
managenent and control forever. This prohibition shall not prevent the
| egi sl ature, by appropriate | aws, from authorizing the granting of
revocabl e permits or |eases for periods of tinme as authorized by the
| egi sl ature for the occupancy or use of such |lands or structures.

8§ 2. The prohibition of sale, abandonnent or other disposition
contained in section one of this article shall not apply to barge canal
| ands, barge canal terminals or barge canal term nal |ands which have or
may become no | onger necessary or useful for canal or term nal purposes;
nor to any canal |ands and appertaining structures constituting the
canal systemprior to the barge canal inprovenent which have or may
becone no | onger necessary or useful in conjunction with the now



exi sting barge canal. The legislature nmay by appropriate |egislation

aut hori ze the sal e, exchange, abandonnent or other disposition of any
barge canal |ands, barge canal term nals, barge canal term nal |ands or
ot her canal | ands and appertai ning structures which have or nmay becone
no | onger necessary or useful as a part of the barge canal system as an
aid to navigation thereon, or for barge canal term nal purposes.

8§ 3. Al boats navigating the canals and the owners and nasters
t hereof, shall be subject to such | aws and regul ati ons as have been or
may hereafter be enacted concerning the navigation of the canals. The
| egi sl ature shall annually make provision for the expenses of the
superintendence and repairs of the canals, and nay provide for the
i mprovenent of the canals in such manner as shall be provided by |aw
notwi t hstandi ng the creation of a special revenue fund as provided in
this section. Al contracts for work or materials on any canal shall be
made with the persons who shall offer to do or provide the sane at the
| owest responsible price, with adequate security for their performance
as provided by | aw.

Al'l funds that may be derived fromany sale or other disposition of
any barge canal |ands, barge canal term nals, barge canal term nal |ands
or other canal |ands and appertaining structures and any ot her funds
collected for the use of the canals or canal |ands shall be paid into a
speci al revenue fund of the treasury. Such funds shall only be expended
for the naintenance, construction, reconstruction, devel opnment or
pronotion of the canal, canal |ands, or |ands adjacent to the canal as
provi ded by | aw.

8 4. Notw thstanding the prohibition of sale, abandonnent or other
di sposition contained in section one of this article, the |egislature
may authorize by |law the | ease or transfer to the federal governnent of
t he barge canal, consisting of the Erie, Oswego, Chanplain, Cayuga and
Seneca divisions and the barge canal terminals and facilities for
pur poses of operation, inprovenment and inclusion in the national system
of inland waterways. Such |ease or transfer to the federal governnent



for the purposes specified herein may be nade upon such terns and
conditions as the legislature may determne with or wi thout conpensation
to the state. Nothing contained herein shall prevent the |egislature
from providing annual appropriations for the state's share, if any, of
the cost of operation, naintenance and i nprovenent of the barge canal,
the divisions thereof, termnals and facilities in the event of the
transfer of the barge canal in whole to the federal government whet her
by | ease or transfer.

The legislature, in determning the state's share of the annual cost
of operation, nmintenance and i nprovenent of the barge canal, the
several divisions, termnals and facilities, shall give consideration
and evaluate the benefits derived fromthe barge canal for purposes of
flood control, conservation and utilization of water resources.

ARTI CLE XVI
Taxati on
Sec.
1. Power of taxation; exenptions fromtaxation.
2. Assessnents for taxation purposes.
3. Situs of intangible personal property; taxation of.
4. Certain corporations not to be discrimnated agai nst.
5. Conpensation of public officers and enpl oyees subject to

t axation.
6. Municipal redevel opnment projects; allocation of real property
t axes therefor.

ARTI CLE XVI
Taxat i on

Section 1. The power of taxation shall never be surrendered, suspended
or contracted away, except as to securities issued for public purposes
pursuant to law. Any | aws whi ch del egate the taxing power shall specify
the types of taxes which may be inposed thereunder and provide for their
revi ew.



Exenptions fromtaxation may be granted only by general |aws.
Exenptions nay be altered or repeal ed except those exenpting real or
personal property used exclusively for religious, educational or
charitabl e purposes as defined by | aw and owned by any corporation or
associ ati on organi zed or conducted exclusively for one or nore of such
pur poses and not operating for profit.

8§ 2. The legislature shall provide for the supervision, review and
equal i zati on of assessnments for purposes of taxation. Assessnents shal
in no case exceed full val ue.

Not hing in this constitution shall be deenmed to prevent the

| egi slature fromproviding for the assessnment, |evy and coll ection of
village taxes by the taxing authorities of those subdivisions of the
state in which the | ands conprising the respective villages are |ocated,
nor from providing that the respective counties of the state nmay | oan or
advance to any village |ocated in whole or in part within such county

t he amount of any tax which shall have been levied for village purposes
upon any | ands | ocated within such county and renai ni ng unpai d.

8§ 3. Moneys, credits, securities and other intangible personal
property within the state not enployed in carrying on any busi ness
therein by the owner shall be deened to be |ocated at the domcile of
the owner for purposes of taxation, and, if held in trust, shall not be
deened to be located in this state for purposes of taxation because of
the trustee being domiciled in this state, provided that if no other
state has jurisdiction to subject such property held in trust to death
taxation, it may be deened property having a taxable situs within this
state for purposes of death taxation. Intangi ble personal property shal
not be taxed ad val orem nor shall any excise tax be levied solely
because of the ownership or possession thereof, except that the incone
therefrom nmay be taken into consideration in conmputing any excise tax
measured by incone generally. Undistributed profits shall not be taxed.



8 4. Were the state has power to tax corporations incorporated under
the laws of the United States there shall be no discrimnation in the
rates and nmethod of taxation between such corporations and ot her
corporations exercising substantially simlar functions and engaged in
substantially simlar business within the state.

8 5. Al salaries, wages and ot her conpensati on, except pensions, paid
to officers and enpl oyees of the state and its subdivisions and agenci es
shal |l be subject to taxation

8§ 6. Notwi thstanding any provision of this or any other article of
this constitution to the contrary, the |l egislature may by | aw authori ze
a county, city, town or village, or conbination thereof acting together,
to undertake the devel opnent of public inprovenents or services,

i ncluding the acquisition of |and, for the purpose of redevel opnent of
econom cal |l y unproductive, blighted or deteriorated areas and, in
furtherance thereof, to contract indebtedness. Any such indebtedness
shall be contracted by any such county, city, town or village, or

conbi nati on thereof acting together, wi thout the pledge of its faith and
credit, or the faith and credit of the state, for the paynent of the
principal thereof and the interest thereon, and such indebtedness nay be
pai d without restriction as to the anmount or relative anount of annual

i nstal l nents. The anmount of any indebtedness contracted under this
section may be excluded in ascertaining the power of such county, city,
town or village to contract indebtedness within the provisions of this
constitution relating thereto. Any county, city, town or village
contracting i ndebtedness pursuant to this section for redevel opnent of
an econom cal Iy unproductive, blighted or deteriorated area shall pl edge
to the paynent thereof that portion of the taxes raised by it on real
estate in such area which, in any year, is attributed to the increase in
val ue of taxable real estate resulting from such redevel opnent. The

| egi slature may further authorize any county, city, town or village, or
conbi nati on thereof acting together, to carry out the powers and duties
conferred by this section by nmeans of a public corporation created



t her ef or.

ARTI CLE XVI'|
Soci al Welfare
Sec.
1. Public relief and care.
2. State board of social welfare; powers and duties.
3. Public health.
4. Care and treatnent of persons suffering fromnental disorder or

defect; visitation of institutions for.

5. Institutions for detention of crimnals; probation; parole;
state conmm ssion of correction.

6. Visitation and inspection.

7. Loan of public funds for hospital facilities.

ARTI CLE XVI |
Soci al Wl fare

Section 1. The aid, care and support of the needy are public concerns
and shall be provided by the state and by such of its subdivisions, and
i n such manner and by such neans, as the legislature nay fromtine to
time determ ne.

8§ 2. The state board of social welfare shall be continued. It shal
visit and inspect, or cause to be visited and inspected by nenbers of
its staff, all public and private institutions, whether state, county,
muni ci pal, incorporated or not incorporated, which are in receipt of
public funds and which are of a charitable, eleenpsynary, correctional
or reformatory character, including all refornmatories for juveniles and
institutions or agenci es exercising custody of dependent, neglected or
del i nquent children, but excepting state institutions for the education
and support of the blind, the deaf and the dunb, and excepting al so such
institutions as are hereinafter made subject to the visitation and
i nspection of the departnent of nental hygiene or the state conmm ssion



of correction. As to institutions, whether incorporated or not

i ncor porated, having inmates, but not in receipt of public funds, which
are of a charitable, eleenbsynary, correctional or reformatory
character, and agenci es, whether incorporated or not incorporated, not
in recei pt of public funds, which exercise custody of dependent,

negl ected or delinquent children, the state board of social welfare
shal | make inspections, or cause inspections to be nade by nenbers of
its staff, but solely as to matters directly affecting the health,
safety, treatnment and training of their inmates, or of the children
under their custody. Subject to the control of the |egislature and
pursuant to the procedure prescribed by general |aw, the state board of
social welfare may nmake rules and regul ati ons, not inconsistent with
this constitution, with respect to all of the functions, powers and
duties with which the departnent and the state board of social welfare
are herein or shall be charged.

8§ 3. The protection and pronotion of the health of the inhabitants of
the state are matters of public concern and provision therefor shall be
made by the state and by such of its subdivisions and in such manner,
and by such neans as the legislature shall fromtinme to tine determ ne.

8 4. The care and treatnent of persons suffering frommental disorder
or defect and the protection of the nental health of the inhabitants of
the state nay be provided by state and | ocal authorities and in such
manner as the legislature may fromtine to tinme determ ne. The head of
t he departnent of nental hygiene shall visit and i nspect, or cause to be
visited and inspected by nmenbers of his or her staff, all institutions
either public or private used for the care and treatnent of persons
suffering fromnmental disorder or defect.

8 5. The legislature may provide for the maintenance and support of
institutions for the detention of persons charged with or convicted of
crinme and for systens of probation and parol e of persons convicted of
crime. There shall be a state conm ssion of correction, which shal



visit and inspect, or cause to be visited and inspected by nenbers of
its staff, all institutions used for the detention of sane adults
charged with or convicted of crine.

8§ 6. Visitation and inspection as herein authorized, shall not be
exclusive of other visitation and inspection now or hereafter authorized
by | aw.

8§ 7. Notwi thstanding any other provision of this constitution, the
| egi slature may authorize the state, a municipality or a public
corporation acting as an instrunmentality of the state or nunicipality to
lend its noney or credit to or in aid of any corporation or associ ation,
regul ated by law as to its charges, profits, dividends, and di sposition
of its property or franchises, for the purpose of providing such
hospital or other facilities for the prevention, diagnosis or treatnent
of human di sease, pain, injury, disability, deformty or physical
condition, and for facilities incidental or appurtenant thereto as nay
be prescribed by | aw.

ARTI CLE XVI 11
Housi ng
Sec.

1. Housing and nursing home accommobdations for persons of |ow
i nconme; sl um cl earance.

2. ldem powers of legislature in aid of.

3. Article VII to apply to state debts under this article, with
certain exceptions; anortization of state debts; capital and
periodi ¢ subsi di es.

4. Powers of cities, towns and villages to contract indebtedness
in aid of low rent housing and sl um cl earance projects;
restrictions thereon.

5. Liability for certain | oans made by the state to certain public
cor porati ons.

6. Loans and subsidies; restrictions on and preference in



occupancy of projects.

7. Liability arising fromguarantees to be deened i ndebt edness;
nmet hod of conputing.

8. Excess condemmati on.

9. Acquisition of property for purposes of article.

10. Power of |egislature; construction of article.

ARTI CLE XVI I |
Housi ng

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of this article, the |egislature
may provide in such nmanner, by such neans and upon such terns and
conditions as it may prescribe for |low rent housing and nursing homne
accomodati ons for persons of |low incone as defined by law, or for the
cl earance, replanning, reconstruction and rehabilitation of substandard
and insanitary areas, or for both such purposes, and for recreational
and other facilities incidental or appurtenant thereto.

8§ 2. For and in aid of such purposes, notw thstanding any provision in
any other article of this constitution, but subject to the limtations
contained in this article, the legislature may: make or contract to nake
or authorize to be nmade or contracted capital or periodic subsidies by
the state to any city, town, village, or public corporation, payable
only with noneys appropriated therefor fromthe general fund of the
state; authorize any city, town or village to make or contract to nake
such subsidies to any public corporation, payable only wi th noneys
| ocally appropriated therefor fromthe general or other fund avail abl e
for current expenses of such municipality; authorize the contracting of
i ndebt edness for the purpose of providing noneys out of which it may
make or contract to nake or authorize to be nade or contracted | oans by
the state to any city, town, village or public corporation; authorize
any city, town or village to make or contract to nmake | oans to any
public corporation; authorize any city, town or village to guarantee the
principal of and interest on, or only the interest on, indebtedness
contracted by a public corporation; authorize and provide for | oans by



the state and authorize |loans by any city, town or village to or in aid
of corporations regulated by law as to rents, profits, dividends and

di sposition of their property or franchi ses and engaged in providing
housing facilities or nursing home accommobdati ons; authorize any city,
town or village to nake |loans to the owners of existing multiple

dwel lings for the rehabilitation and inprovenent thereof for occupancy
by persons of |ow incone as defined by |aw, grant or authorize tax
exenptions in whole or in part, except that no such exenption may be
granted or authorized for a period of nore than sixty years; authorize
cooperation with and the acceptance of aid fromthe United States; grant
t he power of em nent domain to any city, town or village, to any public
corporation and to any corporation regulated by law as to rents,
profits, dividends and disposition of its property or franchi ses and
engaged in providing housing facilities.

As used in this article, the term"public corporation” shall nean any
corporate governnental agency (except a county or rmunicipal corporation)
organi zed pursuant to |law to acconplish any or all of the purposes
specified in this article.

8§ 3. The provisions of article VI, not inconsistent with this
article, relating to debts of the state shall apply to all debts
contracted by the state for the purpose of providing noneys out of which
to make | oans pursuant to this article, except (a) that any |law or | aws
aut hori zing the contracting of such debt, not exceeding in the aggregate
three hundred million dollars, shall take effect w thout subm ssion to
t he people, and the contracting of a greater anount of debt may not be
aut hori zed prior to January first, nineteen hundred forty-two; (b) that
any such debt and each portion thereof, except as hereinafter provided,
shall be paid in equal annual installnments, the first of which shall be
payabl e not nore than three years, and the |last of which shall be
payabl e not nore than fifty years, after such debt or portion thereof
shal | have been contracted; and (c) that any | aw authorizing the
contracting of such debt nay be submtted to the people at a genera
el ection, whether or not any other law or bill shall be submtted to be
voted for or against at such el ection.



Debts contracted by the state for the purpose of providing noney out
of which to nake loans to or in aid of corporations regulated by | aw as
to rents, profits, dividends and disposition of their property or
franchi ses and engaged in providing housing facilities pursuant to this
article may be paid in such manner that the total annual charges
required for the paynent of principal and interest are approxinately
equal and constant for the entire period in which any of the bonds
i ssued therefor are outstanding.

Any | aw aut hori zi ng the maki ng of contracts for capital or periodic
subsidies to be paid with noneys currently appropriated fromthe general
fund of the state shall take effect w thout subm ssion to the people,
and the amount to be paid under such contracts shall not be included in
ascertai ning the anmount of indebtedness which may be contracted by the
state under this article; provided, however, (a) that such periodic
subsidies shall not be paid for a period |onger than the life of the
projects assisted thereby, but in any event for not nore than sixty
years; (b) that no contracts for periodic subsidies shall be entered
into in any one year requiring paynents aggregating nore than one

mllion dollars in any one year; and (c) that there shall not be
outstanding at any one tine contracts for periodic subsidies requiring
paynment s exceedi ng an aggregate of thirty-four mllion dollars in any

one year, unless a |law authorizing contracts in excess of such anounts
shal | have been submtted to and approved by the people at a general

el ection; and any such |aw nay be submitted to the people at a general
el ection, whether or not any other law or bill shall be submtted to be
voted for or against at such el ection.

8 4. To effectuate any of the purposes of this article, the
| egi sl ature may aut horize any city, town or village to contract
i ndebt edness to an anount which shall not exceed two per centum of the
aver age assessed val uation of the real estate of such city, town or
vill age subject to taxation, as determ ned by the | ast conpl eted
assessnent roll and the four preceding assessnent rolls of such city,
town or village, for city, town or village taxes prior to the



contracting of such indebtedness. In ascertaining the power of a city,

or village having a popul ation of five thousand or nore as determ ned by
the | ast federal census, to contract indebtedness pursuant to this
article there nmay be excluded any such indebtedness if the project or
projects aided by guarantees representing such indebtedness or by | oans
for which such indebtedness was contracted shall have yielded during the
precedi ng year net revenue to be determ ned annually by deducting from

t he gross revenues, including periodic subsidies therefor, received from
such project or projects, all costs of operation, maintenance, repairs
and repl acenents, and the interest on such indebtedness and the anounts
required in such year for the paynent of such indebtedness; provided
that in the case of guarantees such interest and such anmounts shall have
been paid, and in the case of |oans an anobunt equal to such interest and
such amounts shall have been paid to such city or village. The

| egi sl ature shall prescribe the nmethod by which the anobunt of any such

i ndebt edness to be excluded shall be determ ned, and no such

i ndebt edness shall be excluded except in accordance with such

determ nation. The |egislature may confer appropriate jurisdiction on

t he appel l ate division of the suprene court in the judicial departnents
in which such cities or villages are |ocated for the purpose of
determ ni ng the anmount of any such indebtedness to be so excl uded.

The liability of a city, town or village on account of any contract
for capital or periodic subsidies to be paid subsequent to the then
current year shall, for the purpose of ascertaining the power of such
city, town or village to contract indebtedness, be deened indebtedness
in the amount of the comuted value of the total of such capital or
periodi ¢ subsidies remai ning unpai d, cal cul ated on the basis of an
annual interest rate of four per centum Such periodic subsidies shal
not be contracted for a period |onger than the life of the projects
assisted thereby, and in no event for nore than sixty years.
| ndebt edness contracted pursuant to this article shall be excluded in
ascertaining the power of a city or such village otherwise to create
i ndebt edness under any ot her section of this constitution.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoing the |egislature shall not authorize any
city or village having a popul ation of five thousand or nore to contract
i ndebt edness hereunder in excess of the limtations prescribed by any



other article of this constitution unless at the sane tine it shall by

| aw require such city or village to levy annually a tax or taxes other
than an ad valoremtax on real estate to an extent sufficient to provide
for the paynent of the principal of and interest on any such

i ndebt edness. Not hi ng herei n contai ned, however, shall be construed to
prevent such city or village frompledging its faith and credit for the
paynment of such principal and interest nor shall any such | aw prevent
recourse to an ad valoremtax on real estate to the extent that revenue
derived fromsuch other tax or taxes in any year, together with revenues
fromthe project or projects aided by the proceeds of such indebtedness,
shal | becone insufficient to provide fully for paynment of such principal
and interest in that year.

8§ 5. Any city, town or village shall be liable for the repaynent of
any loans and interest thereon nmade by the state to any public
corporation, acting as an instrunentality of such city, town or village.
Such liability of a city, town or village shall be excluded in
ascertai ning the power of such city, town or village to becone indebted
pursuant to the provisions of this article, except that in the event of
a default in paynent under the terns of any such | oan, the unpaid
bal ance thereof shall be included in ascertaining the power of such
city, town or village to becone so indebted. No subsidy, in addition to
any capital or periodic subsidy originally contracted for in aid of any
project or projects authorized under this article, shall be paid by the
state to a city, town, village or public corporation, acting as an
instrunmentality thereof, for the purpose of enabling such city, town,
village or corporation to renedy an actual default or avoid an inpending
default in the paynment of principal or interest on a | oan which has been
theretof ore nade by the state to such city, town, village or corporation
pursuant to this article.

8 6. No |oan, or subsidy shall be made by the state to aid any project
unl ess such project is in conformty with a plan or undertaking for the
cl earance, replanning and reconstruction or rehabilitation of a
sub-standard and unsanitary area or areas and for recreational and other



facilities incidental or appurtenant thereto. The |egislature my
provi de additional conditions to the nmaking of such | oans or subsidies
consistent with the purposes of this article. The occupancy of any such
project shall be restricted to persons of |ow inconme as defined by |aw
and preference shall be given to persons who |live or shall have lived in
such area or areas.

8§ 7. The liability arising fromany guarantee of the principal of and
i nterest on indebtedness contracted by a public corporation shall be
deened i ndebt edness in the anmount of the face value of the principal
t hereof renmmining unpaid. The liability arising from any guarantee of
only the interest on indebtedness contracted by a public corporation
shal | be deened i ndebtedness in the amount of the comruted val ue of the
total interest guaranteed and renmi ni ng unpaid, calculated on the basis
of an annual interest rate of four per centum

8§ 8. Any agency of the state or any city, town, village, or public
corporation, which is enpowered by |law to take private property by
em nent donmain for any of the public purposes specified in section one
of this article, my be enpowered by the |l egislature to take property
necessary for any such purpose but in excess of that required for public
use after such purpose shall have been acconplished; and to inprove and
utilize such excess, wholly or partly for any other public purpose, or
to | ease or sell such excess with restrictions to preserve and protect
such i nprovenent or inprovenents.

8 9. Subject to any limtation inposed by the |egislature, the state,
or any city, town, village or public corporation, may acquire by
purchase, gift, em nent domain or otherw se, such property as it my
deemultimately necessary or proper to effectuate the purposes of this
article, or any of them although tenporarily not required for such
pur poses.



8§ 10. The legislature is empowered to nmake all Iaws which it shal
deem necessary and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing
powers. This article shall be construed as extendi ng powers which
otherwise mght be limted by other articles of this constitution and
shall not be construed as inposing additional limtations; but nothing
in this article contained shall be deened to authorize or enpower the
state, or any city, town, village or public corporation to engage in any
private business or enterprise other than the building and operation of
|l ow rent dwelling houses for persons of |ow incone as defined by |aw, or
t he | oaning of nobney to owners of existing nultiple dwellings as herein
provi ded.

ARTI CLE XI X
Anmendnents to Constitution
Sec.

1. Arendnents to constitution; how proposed, voted upon and
ratified; failure of attorney-general to render opinion not
to affect validity.

2. Future constitutional conventions; how called; election of
del egat es; conpensati on; quoruny subm ssion of anmendnents;
of ficers; enployees; rules; vacanci es.

3. Amendnents sinultaneously submtted by convention and
| egi sl ature.

ARTI CLE Xl X
Anmendnents to Constitution

Section 1. Any anendnent or anendnments to this constitution nay be
proposed in the senate and assenbly whereupon such anmendnent or
anendnents shall be referred to the attorney-general whose duty it shal
be within twenty days thereafter to render an opinion in witing to the
senate and assenbly as to the effect of such amendnent or anmendnents
upon ot her provisions of the constitution. Upon receiving such opinion,

i f the amendnent or amendnents as proposed or as anended shall be agreed
to by a ngjority of the nenbers elected to each of the two houses, such



proposed anmendnment or anmendnents shall be entered on their journals, and
the ayes and noes taken thereon, and referred to the next regular
| egi sl ati ve session convening after the succeedi ng general el ection of
menbers of the assenbly, and shall be published for three nonths
previous to the tine of nmaking such choice; and if in such |egislative
sessi on, such proposed anmendnent or anmendnents shall be agreed to by a
majority of all the nenbers elected to each house, then it shall be the
duty of the legislature to submt each proposed anendnent or anendnents
to the people for approval in such manner and at such tinmes as the
| egi sl ature shall prescribe; and if the people shall approve and ratify
such anmendnent or anendnents by a najority of the electors voting
t hereon, such anendnent or anendnents shall becone a part of the
constitution on the first day of January next after such approval.
Neither the failure of the attorney-general to render an opinion
concerni ng such a proposed anendnent nor his or her failure to do so
tinmely shall affect th* validity of such proposed anendnent or
| egi sl ative action thereon.

*So in original. ("th" should be "the".)

§ 2. At the general election to be held in the year nineteen hundred
fifty-seven, and every twentieth year thereafter, and also at such tines
as the legislature may by | aw provide, the question "Shall there be a
convention to revise the constitution and anend the same?" shall be
submtted to and decided by the electors of the state; and in case a
majority of the electors voting thereon shall decide in favor of a
convention for such purpose, the electors of every senate district of
the state, as then organi zed, shall elect three del egates at the next
ensui ng general election, and the electors of the state voting at the
sanme el ection shall elect fifteen del egates-at-large. The del egates so
el ected shall convene at the capitol on the first Tuesday of April next
ensuing after their election, and shall continue their session until the
busi ness of such convention shall have been conpleted. Every del egate
shall receive for his or her services the same conpensati on as shal
t hen be annually payable to the nenbers of the assenbly and be
rei mbursed for actual traveling expenses, while the convention is in
session, to the extent that a nenber of the assenbly woul d then be



entitled thereto in the case of a session of the legislature. A nmgjority
of the convention shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of

busi ness, and no anmendment to the constitution shall be submtted for
approval to the electors as hereinafter provided, unless by the assent
of a mpjority of all the delegates elected to the convention, the ayes
and noes being entered on the journal to be kept. The convention shal
have the power to appoint such officers, enployees and assistants as it
may deem necessary, and fix their conpensation and to provide for the
printing of its docunents, journal, proceedings and ot her expenses of
sai d convention. The convention shall determne the rules of its own
proceedi ngs, choose its own officers, and be the judge of the election,
returns and qualifications of its nenbers. In case of a vacancy, by
deat h, resignation or other cause, of any district delegate elected to
t he convention, such vacancy shall be filled by a vote of the remaining
del egates representing the district in which such vacancy occurs. |f
such vacancy occurs in the office of a delegate-at-large, such vacancy
shall be filled by a vote of the remaining del egates-at-I|arge. Any
proposed constitution or constitutional amendnment which shall have been
adopt ed by such convention, shall be submtted to a vote of the electors
of the state at the time and in the nmanner provided by such conventi on,
at an el ection which shall be held not |ess than six weeks after the
adj our nment of such convention. Upon the approval of such constitution
or constitutional anendnents, in the manner provided in the | ast
precedi ng section, such constitution or constitutional anmendnent, shal
go into effect on the first day of January next after such approval.

8§ 3. Any anendnent proposed by a constitutional convention relating to
t he sane subject as an anendnent proposed by the |egislature,
coincidently submtted to the people for approval shall, if approved, be
deened to supersede the anendnment so proposed by the |egislature.

ARTI CLE XX
When to Take Effect
Sec.
1. Time of taking effect.



* Schedul e supplied by the Legislative Bill Drafting Comm ssion

ARTI CLE XX
When to Take Effect

Section 1. This constitution shall be in force fromand including the
first day of January, one thousand nine hundred thirty-nine, except as
herei n ot herw se provi ded.



