* THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
ARTI CLE |
Bill of R ghts

Sec.

1. Rights, privileges and franchi se secured; uncontested primry

el ections.

2. Trial by jury; how waived.

3. Freedom of worship; religious liberty.

4. Habeas cor pus.

5. Bail; fines; punishnments; detention of w tnesses.

6. Grand jury; waiver of indictnment; right to counsel; inform ng

accused; double jeopardy; self-incrimnation; waiver of
i munity by public officers; due process of |aw
7. Just conpensation for taking private property; private roads;
drai nage of agricultural |ands.
8. Freedom of speech and press; crimnal prosecutions for |ibel.
9. Right to assenble and petition; divorce; lotteries;
pool -sel ling and ganbling; laws to prevent; certain state
operated | otteries authorized; pari-nutuel betting on horse
races, and bingo or lotto permtted.
10. (Repeal ed.)
11. Equal protection of laws; discrimnation in civil rights
pr ohi bi t ed.
12. Security agai nst unreasonabl e searches, seizures and
i nt erceptions.
13. (Repeal ed.)
14. Common | aw and acts of the state |egislatures.
15. (Repeal ed.)
16. Dammges for injuries causing death.
17. Labor not a commodity; hours and wages in public work; right to
organi ze and bargain collectively.
18. Workers' conpensati on.
19. Environnental rights.
ARTI CLE |
Suf f rage
Sec.
1. Qualifications of voters.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

oo

Absent ee voti ng.
Persons excluded fromthe right of suffrage.
Certain occupations and conditions not to affect residence.
Regi stration and el ection | aws to be passed.
Per manent registration.
Manner of voting; identification of voters.
Bi -partisan registration and el ecti on boards.
Entitlenent to vote for presidential electors.
ARTI CLE 111
Legi sl ature

Legi sl ative power.

Nunber and ternms of senators and assenbly nenbers.

Senate districts.

Readj ust ments and reapportionnents; when federal census to
control .

Apportionnment of assenbly nenbers; creation of assenbly
districts.

Definition of inhabitants for purpose of apportioning.

An i ndependent redistricting comm ssion established.

Compensati on, allowances and travel i ng expenses of nenbers.

Menbers; qualifications; not to receive certain civil
appoi ntments; acceptance to vacate seat.

Time of elections of nenbers.

Power s of each house.

Jour nal s; open sessions; adjournnents.

Menbers not to be questioned for speeches.

Bills may originate in either house; nmay be anended by the

ot her.

Enacting clause of bills; no law to be enacted except by
bill.

Manner of passing bills; nmessage of necessity for inmediate
vot e.

Private or local bills to enbrace only one subject to be
expressed in title.

Exi sting | aw not to be made applicable by reference.

Cases in which private or local bills shall not be passed.



18.

19.

20.
21.

22.
23.

24.
25.

Sec.

Sec.

gk 0D

Extraordi nary sessions of the |egislature; power to convene
on legislative initiative.
Private clainms not to be audited by |egislature; clains
barred by | apse of tine.
Two-thirds bills.
Certain sections not to apply to bills recomended by certain
commi ssi oners or public agencies.
Tax laws to state tax and object distinctly; exception.
When yeas and nays necessary; three-fifths to constitute
quor um
Prison | abor; contract system abolished.
Continuity of state and | ocal governnental operations in
peri ods of energency.
ARTI CLE |V
Executive

Executive power; election and terns of governor and
| i eut enant - gover nor.

Qual i fications of governor and |ieutenant-governor.

Powers and duties of governor; conpensation.
Repri eves, conmutations and pardons; powers and duties of
governor relating to grants of.

When | i eut enant-governor to act as governor.

Qualifications, duties and conpensati on of |ieutenant-governor;
succession to the governorship.

Action by governor on legislative bills; reconsideration after

vet 0.
Departnental rules and regul ations; filing; publication.
ARTI CLE V
Oficers and Cvil Departnents

Conmptroller and attorney-general, election, qualifications and
duties; paynment of state noneys w thout audit void.
Cvil departnents in state governnent.

Assi gnnent of functions; nunber of departnents may be reduced.

Depart nment heads.
(Repeal ed.)



6. Civil service appointnments and pronotions; veterans'
preferences and credits.

7. Menbership in retirenent systens; benefits not to be di m nished
nor i npaired.

ARTI CLE VI
Judi ci ary
Sec.

1. Unified court systemfor state established; organization;
courts of record; service and execution of process.

2. Court of appeal s and judges thereof; designation of suprene
court justices to serve tenporarily; judicial nomnating
comm ssion; filling of vacancies by appointnent;
confirmation of appointnents.

3. Court of appeals; jurisdiction.

4, Judi ci al departnents; appellate divisions of suprene court
and justices thereof; tenporary designation of additional
justices; transfer of appeals; jurisdiction.

5. Appeal s fromjudgnent or order; power of appellate court;
transfer of appeals taken to unauthorized appellate court.

6. Judicial districts; conposition; supreme court continued,
justices of supreme court.

7. Jurisdiction of suprene court; new classes of actions.

8. Appel | ate ternms of suprenme court; conposition and
jurisdiction.

9. Court of clainms continued; judges; jurisdiction.

10. County court continued; judges.

11. County court; jurisdiction; separate divisions.

12. Surrogate's court continued; judges; jurisdiction.

13. Fam |y court established; composition; election and
appoi nt ment of judges; jurisdiction.

14. Combi nation of certain judicial offices.

15. New York city; city-wi de courts established; nerger; judges;
jurisdiction.

16. District courts; establishment; jurisdiction; judges; Nassau
county district court continued.

17. Town, village and city courts; jurisdiction; regulation;

j udges.



18.

19.
20.
21.
22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.
32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

36- a.

36-cC.
37.

Sec.

Trial by jury; trial without a jury; clains against the
state.

Transfer of actions and proceedi ngs.

Judicial office, qualifications and restrictions.

Vacanci es; how fill ed.

Comm ssion on judicial conduct; nenbership; organization and
procedure; review by court of appeals; discipline of
j udges.

Renoval of certain judges and justices, by |legislature; by
senate on reconmendati on of governor.

Court for the trial of inpeachnents.

Conmpensation and retirenent of certain judges and justices.

Tenporary assignments of justices or judges to other courts.

Suprene court; extraordinary ternmns.

Adm ni strative supervision of the courts.

Al'l ocation of cost of maintenance and operation of courts;
determ nation of annual financial needs of the courts.

Regul ation of jurisdiction, practice and procedure of the
courts.

Peacenmakers and ot her Indian courts continued.

Saf eguardi ng religion of children under jurisdiction of
court.

Existing laws to continue in force; legislature to inplenent
article.

Det erm nati on of pending appeal s, actions and proceedi ngs;
terms of judges and justices now in office.

Abolition of certain courts; disposal of records; transfer of
j udges, justices, court personnel and pendi ng actions and
proceedi ngs.

Di sposal of appeals, actions and proceedi ngs.

Effective date of certain anmendnments to articles VI and VII.

Effective date of certain anendnments to article VI, sec. 22.

Effective date of article.

ARTI CLE VI |
St at e Fi nances

1. Estimates by departnents, the legislature and the judiciary of



needed appropriations; hearings.

Executive budget.

Budget bills; appearances before | egislature.

Action on budget bills by |egislature; effect thereof.

Restrictions on consideration of other appropriations.

Restrictions on content of appropriation bills.

Appropriation bills.

G ft or loan of state credit or noney prohibited; exceptions

for enunerated purposes.
9. Short termstate debts in anticipation of taxes, revenues and
proceeds of sale of authorized bonds.

10. State debts on account of invasion, insurrection, war and
forest fires.

11. State debts generally; manner of contracting; referendum

12. State debts generally; how paid; restrictions on use of bond
proceeds.

13. Refund of state debts.

14. State debt for elimnation of railroad crossings at grade;
expenses; how borne; construction and reconstruction of state
hi ghways and par kways.

15. Sinking funds; how kept and invested; incone therefrom and
application thereof.

16. Paynent of state debts; when conptroller to pay w thout
appropri ation.

17. Authorizing the legislature to establish a fund or funds for
tax revenue stabilization reserves; regulating paynents
thereto and withdrawal s therefrom
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18. Bonus on account of service of certain veterans in world war
1.
19. State debt for expansion of state university.
ARTI CLE VI I']
Local Finances

Sec.
1. G ft or loan or credit of |ocal subdivisions prohibited,
exceptions for enunerated purposes.
2. Restrictions on indebtedness of |ocal subdivisions;

contracting and paynent of |ocal indebtedness; exceptions.



2-a.

10.

10- a.

11.

12.

Sec.

Sec.

Local i ndebtedness

drai nage facilities and purposes;
i ndebt edness.

excl usi ons of

for water supply, sewage di sposal and

al | ocati ons and

Restrictions on creation and i ndebt edness of certain

cor porations.
Limtations on | ocal

Ascertai nment of debt-incurring power of counties,

towns and vill ages;
Debt -i ncurring power

certain additional
Debt -i ncurring power

i ndebt edness to be

i ndebt edness.

cities,
certain indebtedness to be excl uded.
of Buffalo, Rochester and Syracuse;

i ndebt edness to be excl uded.

of New York city; certain additional
excl uded.

Debt-incurring power of New York city; certain indebtedness
for railroads and transit purposes to be excl uded.

| ndebt edness not to be invalidated by operation of this
article.

When debt-incurring power of certain counties shal

Limtations on anount to be raised by real estate taxes for

exceptions.

revenues fromcertain public

cease.

| ocal purposes;

Application and use of
| mprovenents.

Taxes for certain capital expenditures to be excluded from
tax limtation.

Furt her

i ndebt edness.

limtations on | ocal powers of taxation and
ARTI CLE | X
Local CGovernnents

Bill of rights for |ocal governnents.
Powers and duties of |egislature; honme rule powers of

governnents; statute of |ocal governnents.
Existing laws to remai n applicable; construction;
ARTI CLE X

Cor por ati ons

| ocal

definitions.

Cor porations; formation of.
Dues of corporations.



Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Savi ngs bank charters; restrictions on trustees; special
charters not to be granted.
Corporations; definition; right to sue and be sued.
Public corporations; restrictions on creation and powers;
accounts; obligations
Liability of state for paynent of bonds of public corporation
to construct state thruways; use of state canal |ands and
properties.
Liability of state for paynment of obligations of port of New
York authority for purchase of railroad passenger equi pnent.
Liability of state for paynment of obligations of public
corporation issued to finance new industrial or manufacturing
plants in depressed areas.
ARTI CLE XI
Educat i on

Conmon school s.
Regents of the University.
Use of public property or noney in aid of denom nati onal
school s prohibited; transportation of children authorized.
ARTI CLE XI |
Def ense

Def ense of state; organized mlitia.
ARTI CLE XI I |
Public O ficers

Cath of office; no other test for public office.

Duration of termof office.

Vacancies in office; how filled.

Political year and legislative term

Renoval from office for m sconduct.

When office to be deened vacant; |egislature may decl are.
Compensati on of officers.

El ection and termof city and certain county officers.

-12. There are no sections 9-12.

Law enforcenent and ot her officers.



14. Legi sl ature may regul ate wages, hours, etc. of public
enpl oyees and of persons enployed on public contracts.
ARTI CLE Xl V
Conservati on
Sec.
1. Forest preserve to be forever kept wild; certain uses and
exceptions authori zed.
2. Reservoirs.
3. Forest and wild |life conservation; use or disposition of
certain forest preserve |ands authorized.
4. Protection of natural resources and the devel opnent of
agricultural |ands.
5. Violations of article; how restrained.
6. Enacted w thout section headi ng.
ARTI CLE XV
Canal s
Sec.
1. Disposition of canals and canal properties prohibited.
2. Prohibition inapplicable to | ands and properties no | onger
useful ; disposition authorized.
3. No tolls to be inposed; contracts for work and materials; no
extra conpensati on.
4. Lease or transfer of barge canal to federal governnent
aut hori zed.

ARTI CLE XVI
Taxati on
Sec.
1. Power of taxation; exenptions fromtaxation.
2. Assessnents for taxation purposes.
3. Situs of intangible personal property; taxation of.
4. Certain corporations not to be discrimnated agai nst.
5. Conpensation of public officers and enpl oyees subject to

t axation.
6. Municipal redevel opnment projects; allocation of real property
t axes therefor.
ARTI CLE XVI |
Soci al Welfare



Sec.
Public relief and care.
State board of social welfare; powers and duties.
Publ i c heal th.
Care and treatnent of persons suffering fromnental disorder or
defect; visitation of institutions for.
5. Institutions for detention of crimnals; probation; parole;
state conmm ssion of correction.
6. Visitation and inspection.
7. Loan of public funds for hospital facilities.
ARTI CLE XVI 11
Housi ng
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Sec.

1. Housing and nursing home accommobdations for persons of |ow
i nconme; sl um cl earance.

2. ldem powers of legislature in aid of.

3. Article VII to apply to state debts under this article, with
certain exceptions; anortization of state debts; capital and
periodi ¢ subsi di es.

4. Powers of cities, towns and villages to contract indebtedness
in aid of low rent housing and slum cl earance projects;
restrictions thereon.

5. Liability for certain | oans made by the state to certain public
cor porati ons.

6. Loans and subsidies; restrictions on and preference in
occupancy of projects.

7. Liability arising fromguarantees to be deened i ndebt edness;
nmet hod of conputing.

8. Excess condemmati on.

9. Acquisition of property for purposes of article.

10. Power of |egislature; construction of article.
ARTI CLE XI X
Anmendnents to Constitution
Sec.

1. Anendnents to constitution; how proposed, voted upon and
ratified; failure of attorney-general to render opinion not
to affect validity.



2. Future constitutional conventions; how called; election of
del egat es; conpensati on; quoruny subm ssion of anmendnents;
of ficers; enployees; rules; vacanci es.

3. Amendnents sinultaneously submtted by convention and
| egi sl ature.

ARTI CLE XX
When to Take Effect
Sec.

1. Time of taking effect.

* Schedul e supplied by the Legislative Bill Drafting Comm ssion



