8§ 57.13. Statenent of legislative intent. The |egislature finds that
public records are essential to the adm nistration of |ocal governnent.
Public records contain information which allows governnment progranms to
function, provides officials with a basis for maki ng deci sions, and
ensures continuity with past operations. Public records docunent the
| egal responsibility of government, protect the rights of citizens, and
provide citizens with a neans of nonitoring governnment prograns and
nmeasuring the perfornmance of public officials. Local governnment records
al so reflect the historical devel opnment of the governnent and of the
comunity it serves. Such records need to be systematically nmanaged to
ensure ready access to vital information and to pronote the efficient
and econom cal operation of governnent.



