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CHAI R PRETLON Good nmorning. |'m
Gary Pretlow, chair of the New York State
Assenbly Ways and Means Conmittee. Today we
begin the 10th in a series of 14 hearings
conducted by the joint fiscal conmttees of
the Legislature regarding the Governor's
proposed budget for fiscal year '25-'26.
These hearings are conducted pursuant to the
New York State Constitution and the
Legi sl ative Law.

Today the Assenbly Ways and Means
Comm ttee and the Senate Finance Conmttee
wi |l hear testinony concerning the Governor's
proposed budget for higher educati on.

"1l now introduce the participating
menbers fromthe Assenbly. After that,
Senat or Krueger will introduce nenbers from
t he Senate.

I n addition, ranking Ways and Means
Menber Ra will introduce nmenbers fromhis
conf erence.

Joining us today -- | have a list
somewhere. Ckay, sorry about that. Joining

us today is the chairperson of the
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H gher Education Commttee, Alicia H ndman --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Hyndman.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Hyndman. | al ways
say Hindman. Hyndman. This is Higher
Education; | should say it right, right?

Assenbl ynmenber C ark, Assenbl ynenber
Eachus, Assenbl ynmenber Seawri ght,

Assenbl yman Stirpe, Assenbl ynenber Epstein,
Assenbl ynmenber Qtis, and Assenbl ynenber

Wepri n.
Senat or ?
CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Good nor ni ng.
H, 1'mLiz Krueger, chair of Senate Finance,

and I'mjoined by Toby Stavisky, our chair of
H gher Ed; Senator John Liu; Senator Jackson
Senat or Counar des; Senator Webb;

Senat or Mayer; Senator Fahy.

And should |I pass it over to ny
col | eague Tom O Mara to introduce the
Republ i cans?

SENATOR O MARA:  Yes, good norni ng.

On our side we have ranki ng menber on
the Hi gher Ed Comm ttee Senator Joe Giffo,

and Senators Peter Cberacker and Dean Muirray.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ed?

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Good norning. W
have with us our ranker on Hi gher Ed,
Assenbl yman Snul l en, as well as
Assenbl yman Sl at er.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Thank you.

Those of you who have been foll ow ng
t hese hearings know that we have sonme fairly
strict time limts. Governnental w tnesses
are allotted 10 m nutes for testinony.
Nongover nnental wi tnesses are allotted
three mnutes for testinony. The tinme limts
are for questions and answers.

The chairs of the relevant conmttees
of each governnental wi tness will get
10 m nutes and a second round of three
mnutes if desired. Ranking nenbers of these
committees will each get five mnutes. Al
ot her nenbers of the relevant conmittees wll
each get three m nutes.

Al'l wtnesses, please note we have
your witten testinmony. So we would ask you
that you not read your testinony, but

sunmarize it, to |leave nore tinme for
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guesti ons.

To all legislators, please let nyself
or Senator Krueger know if you wish to
guestion a witness or a panel of w tnesses.

Everyone, pl ease | ook around. W have
several time clocks. When the clock w nds
down to zero, | will have to cut you off.

Pl ease note that when the yellow |ight cones
on, you have 30 seconds remaining on the
clock. Please try to sumarize your answer
if you're in that 30-second w ndow.

Pl ease be considerate and respect the
cl ock so everyone has a chance to be heard.

Pl ease note that these tinme franes for
guestioning include both questions and
answers, as | just said. So nmenbers are
respectfully requested not to comence a new
guestion with insufficient time on the clock
to permt a witness to answer.

Due to the length of our hearings, we
have no alternative but to strictly enforce
these tine limts.

Wth that, I want to introduce our

first panel: Chancellor John King and
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Chancel | or Félix Rodriguez.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Good norni ng.

| want to thank Chairs Pretlow and
Krueger, along with Chairs Hyndnman and
St avi sky, for having us here today.

|'"d also like to recogni ze Ranki ng
Menbers Smullen and Giffo, Ra and O Mara.

It's a privilege to conme before you
this nmorning to discuss SUNY's progress
advancing affordability and excel |l ence on
behal f of the New Yorkers we are proud to
serve.

Before | begin, | want to thank you
for your confidence in SUNY and the record
i nvestnments that you've made in our students,
faculty and canpuses over the |ast two years.
The SUNY Board of Trustees and | are
commtted to ensuring that SUNY is the
nation's best statew de public system of
hi gher education, and the resources you are
providing are integral to that success.

Last fall Governor Hochul announced
the great news that total enroll nent

i ncreased at SUNY by 3.4 percent. W' ve seen
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enrol l ment gains in every SUNY sector for two

consecutive years, marking the first tine

SUNY has experienced back-to-back systemm de

enrol | ment increases in 15 years.
|"mespecially pleased that in fal

*24, roughly half of our first-tine

under graduates were Pell recipients. This is

truly a testanent of SUNY's role as an engi ne

of upward nobility.

SUNY is where affordability and
excel l ence neet. Wiile we're conpletely
focused on building on this progress, it is
clear that SUNY is on the nove. | often say
that there's a place at SUNY for every
New Yor ker, and mai ntai ning SUNY' s
extraordinary affordability is vital to
hel pi ng students and famlies find their
perfect SUNY canmpus and thrive.

Fifty-two percent of in-state
under graduat e students attend SUNY
tuition-free, thanks to state, federal and
institutional financial aid. | want to thank
you for chanpi oni ng an expansi on of the

Tuition Assistance Programthat is hel ping
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nore New Yorkers afford coll ege even as we
speak.

In addition, the state's new universa
FAFSA | aw went into effect this year, and |
want to express our gratitude. Filling out
t he FAFSA opens the door to financial aid,
and this inportant law, in place in nearly a
dozen other states, will help New Yorkers
access all available financial aid. | |ook
forward to working with you and Gover nor
Hochul to continue this progress.

Since | became chancellor, there have
been four pillars driving our work:
situation success; research and schol arshi p;
diversity, equity and inclusion; and economc
devel opnment and upward nobility. | want to
hi ghlight just a few areas of progress.

One of our nost inportant student
success initiatives is to scale ASAP and ACE,
the nation's nost effective evidence-based
strategies for helping students earn their
degree. And we now have 4,270 SUNY students
enrolled in ASAP and ACE at 25 canpuses, and

we are already seeing promsing early results
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in persistence and credit attainment.

SUNY is al so expandi ng support to help
every student succeed. Thanks to your
support, SUNY is investing in services for
students with disabilities, enhanced nental
heal th support, and conbating food
insecurity. And we al so have a honel ess
I iaison on every SUNY canpus.

Governor Hochul has charged SUNY with
doubl i ng research, and we are seeing
extraordinary progress -- fromartificial
intelligence to quantum climate action to
bi ot ech, heal th advances to sem conductors.
SUNY is especially proud of the launch of the
Enpire Al research center for the
publi ¢ good, housed at the University
at Buffalo and invol ving SUNY's four
Uni versity Centers.

| want to enphasize our unwaveri ng
commtment to ensuring that our canpuses are
safe places to teach and | earn and that they
foster inclusive comunities. From our
fundi ng, SUNY's m ssion has been to, quote,

provi de to the people of New York educationa
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services of the highest quality with the
br oadest possi bl e access, fully
representative of all segnents of the
popul ati on, cl ose quote.

We have no intention of backing away
fromthat mssion and its inherent conmm tnent
to a diverse and inclusive university and
society. There is no place at SUNY for
antisemtism |slanophobia, and other forns
of discrimnation and harassnment. And SUNY
required all faculty and staff to participate
in Title VI training this fall.

The final area of advancing SUNY's
excel l ence is our progress toward the goal
that every SUNY undergraduate participate in
a high-quality internship. SUNY students are
supporting veterans through the veterans
enrol | ment and support internship program
conducti ng groundbreaki ng research through
t he Chancellor's Summer Research Excel |l ence
Fund. We've established an initiative for
ECP participants to intern with state
agenci es, anong nmany ot her internshi ps made

possi bl e t hrough increased state support.
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In addition, this year SUNY | aunched
Governor Hochul's Enpire State Service Corps,
fundi ng 500 paid service positions for
students in areas |ike K-12 tutoring, peer
ment al heal th support, addressing food
insecurity and clinate action.

Now, let's turn to the FY '26
Executive Budget. Governor Hochul and the
Legislature's historic investnents in SUNY
over the past two years have been vital to
keepi ng SUNY af f ordabl e and advanci ng our
excel l ence. This includes the record
$277 mllion increase over the |last two years
t hat has provided 20 percent-plus funding
i ncreases to every single state-operated
canpus.

And for community coll eges, | ast
year's budget included the first operating
funding increase in nearly a decade, hel ping
to prepare students for essential healthcare
careers and funding additional nmental health
servi ces.

| want to highlight just a few

conponents that we're grateful to
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Governor Hochul for including in the '26
Executi ve Budget and eager to work with you
to advance. The Executive Budget incl udes
114 mllion in additional funding for our
st at e- oper at ed canpuses, which supports the
wel | - deserved st at e-approved coll ective
bar gai ni ng agreenent with our faculty and
staff and is absolutely essential for
mai nt ai ni ng SUNY' s nonent um

We're especially thrilled about
Governor Hochul's plan for free conmunity
coll ege. Building on successful prograns in
Massachusetts and M chi gan, Governor Hochul's
proposal provides free tuition, fees, books
and supplies for adults age 25 to 55 who
pursue an associ ate's degree in high-demand
fields.

This investnent is in addition to
mai nt enance of the 100 percent conmunity
col |l ege funding floor, which will avoid
$76 mllion in lost direct state tax support.

The Governor al so announced plans to
expand the nationally recogni zed ASAP and ACE

retention and conpl etion prograns that |
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descri bed. Thanks to Governor Hochul's
budget, we'll be able to scal e these prograns
on the path to 10,000 students in the next
two years.

In addition, the Executive Budget
i ncludes $550 million for critical
mai nt enance upgrades for state-operated
canpuses and $130 million for the community
col | ege capital funding match

The Governor has al so proposed a
$25 mllion SUNY green energy |oan fund that
will help transform SUNY's buil dings to be
nore energy efficient. This investnment will
hel p advance SUNY's new y adopted Cimate and
Sustainability Action Plan, as well as our
canpuses' work devel opi ng cl ean energy naster
pl ans.

To hel p SUNY doubl e research
Governor Hochul is proposing the $200 nmillion
New York State innovation fund for capita
investments in cutting-edge |aboratory
facilities. And the Executive Budget nakes
historic capital investnents in SUNY's

hospitals, with essential support for
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SUNY Downstate's future and for

Upstate Medical to deliver needed services to

t he region.

Finally, | want to recognize the nmany
guestions as we work to navigate the
directives comng fromthe new federa
adm nistration. Let ne just say that our
institutions have the unique power to bring
Aneri cans together across all |ines of
di fference -- geography and race, region and
i ncome, politics and nationality. Students
who |ive together, who | earn together, who
talk to each other will have a better chance
of understandi ng each other and finding
comonal ities throughout their |ives.

That is why | continue to wake up
every norning believing deeply in the unique
power of higher education to strengthen the
lives of our students and the health of our
denocracy. And | go to sleep each night

proud of the work we are doing to tangibly

deliver on these aspirations for the students

we are privileged to serve.

Thank you, and | | ook forward to your
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guesti ons.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So
good norning, and delighted to be here
joining Chancellor King. And | bring you
greetings on behalf of the City University of
New Yor k, our 25 campuses, our 390, 000
degr ee- seeki ng and continui ng educati on
students, and our 40,000 faculty and staff.

| want to thank CGovernor Hochul and
all of you, our friends in the State Senate
and Assenbly, for your conmtnent to public
hi gher education, and for your support for
our ability to continue delivering on CUNY's
prom se as one of our state's npbst potent
econoni ¢ engi nes. Pl ease know t hat your
support is not taken for granted at a tine
when some seeminterested in underm ni ng our
progr ess.

Thi s past year we have wel coned nore
students and introduced nore prograns to help
gui de themto degrees and careers. W had a
banner year as a research institution and

cel ebrated our best year ever for nmpjor gifts
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from our generous philanthropi c donors,
including the two largest in CUNY's history.
And we conpleted 73 capital projects totaling
760 mllion, a critical advance in our
ongoi ng project to nodernize the university.
Al'l of this has hel ped broaden CUNY's reach
as New York's nost inpactful public
institution and advance the goals of our
strategic roadmap that | shared with you in
2023.

One of the key indicators of our
inmpact is enrollnent, as it reflects that
nore New Yorkers are accessing opportunities
for a brighter future. For the second
consecutive year the CUNY student body has
expanded, adding nearly 12,000 students over
two years, representing a growh of
5 percent. And we're not slow ng down. This
past fall, nore than 55,000 New York high
school seniors applied to CUNY col |l eges
during our four-week fee-waiving period, an
initiative that we started in 2023 with
Governor Hochul 's support.

During this period CUNY al so sent
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letters to New York City high school seniors,
accepting themto community coll eges and
encouragi ng themto apply to our senior
colleges. It's part of an ongoing
partnership with the New York City Public
School s that this year drove a 13 percent
year-over-year junp in applications conpleted
during the fall senester.

Al'l of our students benefit from
CUNY' s continuing grow h of career-connected
progranms that al so strengthen our city and
state. One exanple is York College's
Avi ation and Aerospace Acadeny, a new STEM
education partnership with the Port
Aut hority. Another is a program at
Bronx Community College that is the first in
New York State to award on online certificate
i n nucl ear nedicine technology, a field with
a severe shortage of technicians in our
st at e.

This year we have built on our
nmomentumin partnering with enployers and
doi ng nore to connect classroons to careers.

We now have nore than 31,000 enpl oyers in
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every in-demand field actively recruiting in
the CUNY system And with support from
public and private partners, we have
connected nore than 16, 000 students directly
to paid internships in the last three years,
in addition to students who | anded

i nternshi ps on their own.

Meanwhi | e, over 100 of our academc
depart ments have begun i ncorporating
career-infused degree maps to hel p students
reach mlestones tailored to their mjors as
part of their course planning. And at the
heart of these efforts are our faculty, who
are integrating career connections into their
own cl assroons.

This spring we are preparing to | aunch
CUNY Beyond in the fall of 2025, our canpus
roadmap for career success connecting
cl assroons to careers throughout our
students' academ c journeys. This
wi de-rangi ng strategy makes CUNY the first
systemin the country that will scale up
approaches that we know work at every step of

a student's academ c journey. These
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appr oaches i ncl ude working with high schools
to of fer career-connected col |l ege courses,

i ntroduci ng career discussions in
orientations and first-year sem nars,
enbeddi ng careers in curriculum expandi ng
pai d i nternships, and growi nhg our engagenent
wi th enpl oyers.

We began the current spring senester
with the rollout of the CUNY Transfer
Initiative, a sweeping reformthat would
el i m nate | ongstandi ng obstacles to credit
transfers when students nove from one CUNY
coll ege to another. The new systemw ||
streanline the transfer process and snooth
the road to a bachelor's degree. W expect
to save students an average of $1,220 in
excess tuition costs with this initiative.

Looki ng beyond our canpuses, our nore
than 10,000 faculty researchers garnered
$672 mllion in external funding for
research, training and ot her sponsored
activity -- an all-tine record high for the
university for a second straight year.

To give you just a few exanpl es of
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CUNY research that inproves the lives of
New Yor kers, our scientists are advancing a
new di agnostic tool to treat breat cancer
patients whose tunors are elusive. They're
revol utioni zi ng quantum technol ogy to bring
ul tra-broadband internet to New Yorkers. And
t hey are pioneers of an emergi ng technol ogy
that tracks infectious diseases through
wast ewat er .

At the sane tinme, as you know, these
are challenging tines as we continue fighting
antisemtism bigotry, and the rise of
i ntol erance and hate in all forms. It is a
special obligation for a university as
di verse as CUNY, and we have taken strong
action in the year since | |ast appeared
bef ore you.

Now l et me turn to the Governor's
Executive Budget. 1'd like to express ny
deep gratitude to Governor Hochul for an
Executi ve Budget that provides significant
new operating and capital funding for CUNY,
whi ch builds on additional funding for CUNY

t hat Governor Hochul, you and your coll eagues
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appropriated over the last few years.

For CUNY's operating budget, there is
an increase of $96 mllion in operating
support for our senior colleges, which wll
al nrost fully cover wage increases for fisca
year 2026 associated with the contract
agreenent we signed with our faculty union in
Decenber. An additional $34 mllion is
needed to fully cover the cost of those wage
i ncreases, and we | ook forward to working
with you in the weeks ahead to include this
funding in the enacted budget.

W are also grateful for the
Executive Budget's addi ng of one-tine funding
of $192.2 million to cover one-tine paynents
for the retroactive wage increases and the
| unmp-sumratification bonus.

W are pleased to see that the
community col l ege funding floor is continued
at 100 percent of the previous year's
funding. We're al so appreciative of the
continuation of $5.3 mllion in community
col | ege general operating support first

enacted | ast year, which will further help
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shore up the colleges' finances.

The fundi ng provided for our senior
coll eges to support CUNY's | abor costs,
coupl ed with operating support for our
comunity colleges, will nean that CUNY w ||
not need to absorb a big chunk of mandatory
costs which woul d undoubt edl y exacerbate the
university's structural deficit.

Regardi ng that structural deficit, we
have nmade significant progress in reducing
it -- froma high of $234 mllion in fiscal
year 2022 to a projected $62 mllion at the
end of this fiscal year, thanks to expense
reduction strategies, enrollnment growth, and
additional operating aid that you enact ed.
Qur goal is to sustain our nonmentum and we
ask for your assistance in fully funding the
university's mandatory needs, including
fringe benefits and inflationary increases.

We appl aud the Governor's inclusion of
$18.8 nmillion for the New York State
Qpportunity Prom se Schol arship programto
provi de free community college tuition

$8 mllion for our ASAP and ACE prograns, and
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$5 mllion for artificial intelligence
initiatives.

And let's build on that strong
foundation wth:

e a $7 million investnent for CUNY
Beyond, the first-of-its-kind systemi de
Car eer Success Canmpus Model that | nmentioned
earlier;

* an additional $4 mllion investnment
to extend the Qpportunity Prom se
Schol ar shi p;

e an $8.9 million investnent for STEM
Health and Arts prograns to help defray their
hi gher instructional costs; and

* a continuation of $4 mllion for
CUNY' s School of Medicine.

Turning to the capital budget, the
Executi ve Budget provides critical
infrastructure investnments to noderni ze our
25 canpuses. The plan allocates nearly
$500 million in new capital funding for our
four-year schools and comrunity coll eges.
This support will enable us to maintain our

canpuses in a state of good repair and nake
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strategic investnents in research facilities.

To concl ude, the budget season
presents challenges for all of us responsible
for public education in our state. Wile the
specifics may vary, our objectives remain
consi st ent.

This year, as we confront new
uncertainties, | recognize the presence of
steadfast allies and true supporters of
hi gher education and opportunity within this
roomand in Al bany. Your commitnment has been
denonstrated repeatedly, and I am confi dent
that we can rely on you during this crucial
time. | extend my nost sincere gratitude for
your continued partnership and support, and |
| ook forward to your questions.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl yman Otis. Three m nutes

ASSEMBLYMAN OT1 S:  Thank you, Chair.

And t hank you, Chancell ors.

Chancel l or King, love you to talk a
little nore about what the growth has been on
the Al consortium which is so focused at

SUNY Buffal o and ot her SUNY canpuses. And
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just if you could expound a little nore in
detail beyond your testinony about the
progress in the | ast year.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Sure. Thank
you. And thank you, Assenblyman Qtis, for
coming with the Science and Technol ogy
Conmittee to visit UB

The great news is the project is
nmoving very rapidly. Thanks to support from
t he Si nons Foundation, we were able to | aunch
an al pha version of the superconputer. So
we' ve marshaled $400 mllion in
public/private investment to build what wll
eventual |y be one of the |argest
superconputers on any hi gher ed canpus.

But we were able to start with the
al pha version, thanks to the Sinons
Foundation. And we already have researchers
across our institutions pursuing Al research
for the public good on that al pha version --
guestions |i ke how can we | everage Al to
better treat di sease, how can we | everage Al
to better tackle issues of climate

resilience.
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So we're excited that the project is
nmoving well and the partnership is working
well, with CUNY and with our private
institution partners as well.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIS: | want to thank you
for our road trip of the Science and
Technol ogy Committee to Buffalo. And I think
what was nost outstanding: The presentations
t hat your professors nade about how
multifaceted the Al work is. It covers Al to
assi st students in learning. You nentioned
t he medi cal research and a whol e host of
ot her endeavors.

What is your forecast for the next
year in terns of continuing to grow out based
upon the Al Consortium nodel ?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  You know, we're
very excited about the nmonmentum  You know,
one of the mmjor federal grants that
University at Buffalo has is focused on
| everaging Al to provide better services for
students with disabilities, particularly
students with speech | anguage i ssues.

So we're excited about that work. W
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have a | ot of eager faculty across our four
University Centers to take advantage of the
opportunities. The Governor has an
additional $90 mllion in her budget for the
expansion of Enpire Al to give our SUNY
researchers nore access, as well as to bring
in sone additional partners, particularly
fromthe Rochester area. So we're excited
about the direction.

The one risk is that the federal
climate around federal research is
conplicated at the nonent, to say the |east.
But when | talk with nmenbers of Congress on
both sides of the aisle, they believe
strongly in the need for federal investnent
to ensure the U S. leads in artificial
intelligence vis-a-vis our international
conpetitors.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIl S: That's great.

Chancel | or Rodriguez, in terms of
CUNY, CUNY's involvenent in Al, if you could
share sonme of that with us.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:

Yeah, thank you for the question. W are
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partners in the Enpire Al --

(Time clock sounds.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  And that question
won't get an answer, unfortunately.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI'S: W will connect
| ater.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
We'll bring you on a tour to the city, and
then I can answer all your questions.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI'S:  |'mthere. Thank
you.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Hi.  And actually
probably all during the day there will be
guestions that you either don't have the tine
to answer, or you may need to actually get
back to us. W two chairs would be
appreciative if you put those answers in
witing, and we'll nake sure everybody gets
t he answers.

So thank you. And I'mgoing to turn
it over to Chair Toby Stavisky for
10 m nutes.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you. And

t hank you, gentlenen, for com ng from various
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parts of the state.

First let me start with
Chancel l or King. The Upstate and Downstate
nmedi cal school s and hospital s have been a
concern, particularly dowm -- | know Upstate
has i ssues al so, but focusing on Downstate,
this has been going on for quite a while.

How | ong has it been on the radar
wher e Downst ate has sone very serious
probl ems? And the focus of my question is
how are you inplenenting it, at what rate?
Is there a tinmetable for the board to nake
recommendati ons and so forth? Can you bring
us up-to-date on that issue?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Thanks for the
guestion, Senator.

So, you know, Downstate is a very
important institution. Particularly the
Heal t h Sci ences University is such a key
provi der of diverse doctors and heal t hcare
prof essionals for New York State.

The hospital has been struggling
financially for two decades or nore,

particularly intense struggles in recent
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years. And when | was before you | ast year
we were headed towards running out of cash by
the sumrer and struggling with a buil ding
with significant disrepair and real risk of
failure that would harm patients.

So fortunately, thanks to the

| eadership of folks in this room and

Governor Hochul, last year the state
conmitted to cover the deficit, $100 mllion,
and conmtted $300 mllion in capital. This

year the Governor proposes anot her year of
deficit funding during a transition period
and an additional 450 mllion in capital. So
nearly a billion dollars invested.

Last year's budget created a conmunity
advi sory board, which is neeting currently.
We actually have a public hearing later this
week. And that comrunity advisory board is
goi ng to nmake recommendations by April 1st --
that's the tineline that was in |ast year's
budget -- on a path forward that will involve
i npati ent and outpatient services to ensure
the long-term financial sustainability of the

hospital, |I'm hopeful that we will have such
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a plan by April 1st.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Thank you.

Atotally different topic -- and | do
have questions for CUNY al so. Last year we
had, as you said, record increases in TAP,
particularly in the inconme eligibility, where
we raised it from-- famly inconme from
$80, 000 a year to $125,000 a year.

| don't know if you have the nunbers
avai l able. But how did that affect -- in
that cohort of incone-eligibility students,
how did that affect your enrollnent? D d you
see an increase as a result?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  You know, we
think there are a nultitude of factors in our
enrol | ment increases this year. But there's
no question that the expansion of TAP hel ped.
|"mvery grateful to you for your |eadership
on that.

We projected |ast year that it would
be upwards of 40,000 SUNY students who woul d
benefit directly fromthe TAP expansi on,
ei ther because of raising the incone

t hreshol d or doubling the m ni numaward. W
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don't yet have final nunbers for this year's
i npact, but we believe that that 40,000 was a
good projection.

SENATCR STAVI SKY:  For SUNY al one.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KI NG  For SUNY al one

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Good, thank you.
Those are students | believe who woul d have
gone perhaps out of state if it weren't for
t hat increase.

Lastly -- because | do want to ask our
chancel | or from CUNY sone questions -- there
was a story in the newspaper, in the New York
Ti mes about a week or so ago tal king about
the potential for federal cuts to the
research, to the sciences particularly, the
health sciences. Howis that -- those
projected cuts, either at NIH or any other of
t he agencies, howis that going to affect the
research capabilities at SUNY?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING W are very
worried about potential federal research
cuts. The proposed cuts at NIH woul d have
meant reductions in research on treatnent and

cures for Al zheiner's, cancer, treatnent and
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monitoring of 9/11 first responders. It
woul d have cost $80 million, roughly -- 79,
$80 million to the SUNY system just the NIH
cuts al one.

Fortunately, Attorney General Tish
James and 21 other attorneys general filed
[itigation which secured a tenporary
restraining order, so those cuts are not
nmoving forward currently. But we're working
hard to remind certainly the nenbers of our
congressi onal del egati on how nmuch federal
research matters for the SUNY system It's
upwards of $700 m|lion each year that we get
in federal research funding.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Thank you.

Now, turning to CUNY, a real quick
first question | always ask is what is your
faculty-to-student ratio and the nunber --

t he percentage of adjuncts for CUNY
syst emni de?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So
systemnide, it is 61-39 in terns of full-tine
faculty to part-time faculty.

And | know you al so were wondering
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about the class size ratio. And that has
gone down from about 27 students per class in
2019 to 23.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: So the ratio
presumably is inmproving for full-tine
facul ty.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:  And
that has been in |arge part thanks to an
i nvest ment and support that we received from
you about two or three years ago. W had
about 700 new faculty lines that came into
the system through the support in the budget
process.

And that clearly has begun to shift us
to being | ess dependent on part-tine faculty
and have nore full-tinme faculty, which is a
goal which, you know, we aspire to keep
improving and | know is an interest of this
body too. So thank you for that question.

| al so have TAP nunbers and | have
research nunbers, if you want those too.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Sure. Yeah, you
can get themto us.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:
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Ckay.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you. You
know where to reach ne.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR STAVI SKY:  You nenti oned
capital investnents. | serve, and
Assenbl ynmenber Seawright -- we both serve on
t he CUNY Construction Fund. And |I've asked a
| ot of questions at the neetings. How many
new bui | di ngs are under consideration
conpared to the critical nmintenance that
much of the noney is devoted to?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So
t he DASNY al | ocation | ast year was
523 million in terns of the projects. W are
wor ki ng with DASNY very aggressively to
create a better tineline to be able to get to
projects and build them faster.

We have a goal of inproving our state
of good repair up to about 60 percent, where
we are. As you know, many of our
bui l di ngs -- and many of you not only have
visited our buildings but, you know, there's

neeti ngs of community | eaders and comrunity
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groups that use our facilities. So you're
famliar with the canpus.

So we are really trying to renovate
t hose canpuses that are showi ng the wear and
tear of age, investing in sone of the
critical infrastructure for them which m ght
not be at sonme times the nost sexy: HVAC,
el evators, escalators, all those things. But
those are the -- you know, the spine that
makes all the buildings work and to keep them
saf e.

So we can give you a list of sone of
t he new prograns. W have about
800 construction prograns right now open al
t hroughout our 25 canpuses, to give you a
sense of that scope. But we can give you a
br eakdown, canpus by canpus, of both critica
mai nt enance and what's new.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Yeah, |'mtroubl ed
by the | ack of new construction. Sone of the
bui | di ngs where | took classes as a graduate
student a very long tinme ago are still being
used. And a lot of this noney is going for

HVAC repairs or replacenents.
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One ot her question, real -- well, 1"l
have to save it. But could you tell us about
your career success nodel. And we can
continue in the second round if you don't get
to finish.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So
t hank you for your interest.

So with your support we've been able
for the past five years to do a nunber of
pilot projects in several canmpuses in this
effort to connect students to be thinking
about careers fromeven before they step on
our canpus and all through their four years.

W want to do it in a systematic way.
So the programthat we're proposing is
putting all those things together and naking
sure that it's CUNY-wide. And I'll be happy
to talk nore about it.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Hyndman. Ten mi nut es.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Thank you,
chair. | get 10 m nutes.

(Laughter.)




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

43

CHAI R PRETLOW  You get 10 m nutes.
ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Ch, | don't
know what to do. |It's good being a chair.

So thank you both for your testinony.
It's been very productive neeting with you
and your staffs over the | ast coupl e of
weeks. So | have several questions, and you
can -- they apply to both of you, so you can
answer in any order.

The Bl ack Leadership Institute, the
Asi an Leadership Institute. And in |light of
the president's "Dear Colleague" letter, are
t hese prograns exenpt because they're not --
because they're professional prograns and not
for undergraduate or graduate prograns?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  The key thing
for those three progranms is that they are
open to all applicants. So they were created
with a particular focus to ensure diversity
across our |eadership, but each programis
open to all applicants.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMVAN:  Ckay, great.

Chancel | or Matos Rodriguez, | think a

year or two ago the Gty Council in New York
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City added noney for prograns to increase
t hose students who had | eft college but had
some college credits. And | just wanted to
know is that -- how is that program goi ng?
Particularly because | know there was a spike
i n nunbers of students who actually
reenrol | ed.

| f you could tell us how that program
i s going.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
Wel |, thank you for the question. And, you
know, greetings fromthe 4,500 students who
are in your district from CUNY, 10,000 in
Senat or Stavisky's district, and 500 in
Assenbl yman Otis's district. | just want to
make sure that everybody feels the | ove of
your constituents.

And you' re aski ng about CUNY
Reconnect .

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDIVAN:  Yes.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
We're very, very, very proud of that program
W' ve brought over 40,000 students over

two years. And it's part of our ongoing
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strategic enroll nent grow h strategy.

There are close to a quarter-mllion
New Yor kers over the age of 25 that have sone
coll ege and no degree. Some of them m ght be
CUNY students who for different reasons were
not able to conplete, but they're hungry for
the skills, the degrees particularly in
i n-demand fields that we have. And
CUNY Reconnect has allowed us to be able to
go to them talk to them expose themto
different new fields, bring them back,
provi de support -- in some of the cases it's
childcare for sonme of those that are ol der
and have started their famlies. For some of
themit's a schedul e that conbi nes nore
part-tinme kinds of studies.

But it's been incredibly successful.
It's also been | think a great tool for us to
| earn how to better serve those students,
right, to continue, to tap into that demand.

So we | ook forward to conti nuing that
program And like | said, one of the
additional things is that as we engage that

popul ati on nore, we keep adapting the way in
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whi ch we do things, servicing our students,
what do they need, to actually have |ess
students that will need to not be retained,
right, and go there.

So incredibly successful program And
now we have the opportunity, with the
Governor's, you know, scholarship program for
comunity colleges, to continue to build on
t hat nodel of bringing, again, adults that
have stepped out of higher ed to conme back
and go into fields that are high demand and
finish quickly and contribute to the econony.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMAN:  You al so in
your testinony said that this past fall nore
t han 55, 000 New York hi gh school seniors
applied. O those seniors that applied, how
many were admtted? And how nany had to take
remedi al courses, which sonmetinmes is the
case?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So |
have to get you the specific nunber of how
many sort of ended up applying and coming to
CUNY. Just on average, about 56 percent -- |

mean 26 percent of all the students that cone
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into CUNY require sone kind of renedi al

assi stance. That nunber is about 56 when you
tal k about the conmmunity college. So | can
gi ve you a breakdown there.

But et me tell you that one of the
nost encouragi ng thi ngs when you need sort of
to be energized about the work that we do,
was going to sone of those high schools and
handi ng out that individualized letter to the
seniors saying: You already have a place at
the Gty University of New York. Now you
have to do your part, conplete your
application, do that fee waiver, finish and
graduate, and there's a place for you.

The amount of pressure that our
hi gh school ers feel about connecting to
higher ed | think is sonething that our
generation didn't experience. And it's
phenonenal to be able to see them have a
clearer path to CUNY. And -- you know, and
t he nunbers of applicants increase
significantly, and | think they're part of
the enroll nent gromh that we saw.

| think also part of the dent that we
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did in navigating the FAFSA debacl e was t hat
we have started earlier in engagi ng those
students so it allows to -- when FAFSA was
running slow, to stay with them and be
supportive. So we want to continue to build
on that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMVAN:  Ckay.

Chancel | or King, the ACE and ASAP
prograns, the Executive Budget cut sone of
that. Do you want us to restore so that you
can add staff or counselors, or is this just
to mai ntain what you al ready have?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING So in the
Executi ve Budget the Governor proposes
12 million for ASAP and ACE, which nakes the
fundi ng permanent. Because we originally
funded those prograns through the
Transformati on Fund, which was one-tine
funding that we got two years ago. And so
it's -- we're encouraged that that funding is
permanent, and that will allow us to grow the
program And the Governor has conveyed t hat
she intends to allow us to grow it even

further next year, given the track record of
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i mprovi ng conpl etion.

Wiere we did see a cut is the EOP
program which was cut by $1.9 mllion. That
is a program where we would | ove to see that
restored. And we would also love to be able
to grow the EOP program

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN: | visited
Queens Col | ege | ast week, and a couple of the
students said that with the ACE and ASAP t hey
feel that there's nore work that needs to be
done as far as increasing the nunber of
counselors. They said on the front end when
they enter the programthey feel they have a
| ot of support, but as the years go on -- a
couple of themwere in their second year and
they felt that they needed to expand the
nunmber of counsel ors.

| s that sonmething that that funding
woul d al |l ow you to do?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  In
our end, absolutely yes. And | want to thank
you for that question and answer that in two
ways.

In our case -- the funding that is in
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t he Executive Budget for ASAP and ACE, in our
case we probably use it nore towards
stabilizing ACE. Qur 3,000 students that we
have on ACE now are paid for in a conbination
of state funding and philanthropic dollars.
We got investors to say this is a worthwhile
program give us sonme of that noney.
Eventually the state will come in and take
over that.

So we want to go back to that pronm se
and do that to stabilize particularly ACE
It is a great practice, right, to be able to
attract philanthropic donors in that manner.

The ot her thing, Assenbl ywoman, that
we're al so thinking about is how do we | earn
fromall these prograns whi ch cause those
students to have additional support. You
wer e tal king about advi sors and counsel ors,
right. And how do we learn fromthat so that
it is not just the students who belong in
t hose prograns that can benefit from what we
have | earned i n supporting those prograns
that we do can do that on scale across the

system Right?
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So it's a very pertinent question and
we're working very hard on that. But it is
an issue. Thank you.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Thank you.

And | astly, the Governor's Qpportunity
Prom se Schol arship, do the comunity
col | eges have the capacity and resources to
t ake on these additional students? And |
think -- | ask that because a |ot of the
community col |l eges have said that they need
additional help. It's not just the tuition
for them it's also building these prograns
up to capacity.

And | don't know how much -- you know,
if you can't answer fully in the tine
allotted, I'd appreciate a foll ow up.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
They're ready. One of the great things in
the way the funding was constructed is that
there's funding there to support the students
but also to support us in being able to get
faculty, counselors, the additional
infrastructure to do it right.

| think the community coll eges are
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really, really happy about this opportunity.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING |'d say our
community col |l eges are excited about the
opportunity. W are ready to serve nore
adul t | earners.

That said, our Board of Trustees
proposed additional operating dollars for
comunity colleges to help with the
devel opnment of these hi gh-cost workforce
devel opnent prograns. Take, for exanple,
nursing. There's a |lot that you need to
invest in equipnment, in the faculty.

And we certainly ook forward to a
continui ng conversation about the operating
needs of the community coll eges.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Next is our ranker, Senator Giffo.

SENATOR GALLI VAN.  Good nor ni ng,
gent | enen.

Chancel | or King, we heard you talk
about -- and | respect the need at Downstate

Medi cal Center. And we heard you tal k about

alnost a billion dollars in investnent that's
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bei ng made t here, between nodernization
revitalization and operating funds.

When Conmi ssi oner McDonal d was here,
he tal ked about the unique and specific needs
of Upstate Medical Center, and the unique
role that they play as a critical access as
wel | as an academic institution. And while
he was showi ng his |ove, he couldn't show the
noney.

So what | would ask you today is what
will you and can you do to advocate for that
parity and to include nore additional
resources for Upstate Medical Center in this
budget ?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Thanks
Senator Giffo. So the good news is that,
you know, the Governor includes $200 million
in her Executive Budget for a project that we
proposed together with Upstate which woul d
allow themto build a $450 million annex to
repl ace their emergency room which is
severely out of date, to add additi onal
operating roomcapacity, and to add a new

burn unit.
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We think that's an inportant project.
| actually joined the Governor for a visit to
Upstate about two weeks ago. She wal ked
t hrough the enmergency room she sat with
Presi dent Dewan and the hospital CEO and
tal ked through the plans for the annex. She
understands the need. And we're going to
continue to advocate for Upstate. It's a
cruci al healthcare provider, as you know, for
all of Central New York

| will say one thing that woul d be
hel pful in the short term the Governor's
budget does not include covering the debt
service for our hospitals, and that is a very
concrete step that could be added, as it has
been by the Legislature in recent years.

That woul d be incredibly hel pful.

SENATOR GRIFFGO  But | also think we
need additional financial resources there
this year, based on that. And hopefully you
understand that, as well as Conm ssioner
McDonal d, and in consultation and
cooperation, maybe we can see that additional

noney as the final budget is presented.
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SUNY CHANCELLOR KING Yes, | would
say the Departnent of Health has an
application before themfor funding that
woul d hel p Upstate. It's about a
$200 mllion project, a partnership between
Upstate and Oswego Health. And so | hope the
Heal th Departnent will take the opportunity
to contribute to the effort at Upstate.

SENATCOR CGRI FFG  Conmi ssi oner
Rodriguez, last fall Judge Lippnman, at the
request of the Governor, submtted a report
that outlined 13 recommendati ons for CUNY to
enbrace canpuses to nmake changes to nake it
safer for Jewi sh students and faculty.

Have you i npl emented those changes?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING Wl l, thank you
for the question. And obviously, you know,
we are extremnely concerned about issues of
hate, antisemtism students not feeling safe
on the campus, so we wel conmed the review by
Judge Li ppnan.

Sonme of the reconmendati ons were
t hings that we had been working on even

bef ore the recomrendati ons cane. And we have
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enbraced the 13 recommendations. To give you
some exanpl es of sone of the things that we
have done, a big thing on the judge's report
is centralizing of the systemto issue
conpl ai nts agai nst discrimnation and
harassment, the quick turnaround in the
i nvestigations associated with that. Bigger
uniformty and training for the different
canpus staffers that navigate those
responses -- chief diversity officers, the
i nvestigators who participate in that.

Al of those things we've done. W
| aunched the Center for Inclusive and
Equal Qpportunity that is centralizing al
that. It would allow us to be nore efficient
in responding to all the other conplaints,
have better data and nonitor it to be able to
be accountable to you and to others on the
work that's being done, and to be much nore
effective in uniformtraining all across the
system

So we're very nuch working on that.
Thank you for the question.

SENATOR CGRI FFO  Thank you.
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And one qui ck question for both of you
to end this. You all were -- your optimsm
on enrollment is encouraging, but we still
see canpuses facing significant deficits. So
do you foresee or anticipate, either one of
you, any potential consolidation or closure
of canpuses in the upcom ng year?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING W do not. And
we're conpletely commtted to the 64
comunities where we have SUNY canpuses.

And | woul d say the handful of
canpuses we're nost worried about are nmaking
real progress. Potsdam for exanple, a
canpus that lost a lot of enrollnent, saw
grow h | ast year and has cut their deficit by
about 62 percent over the last two years.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  And
I'I'l echo that on our end, we had nine
school s of high fiscal concern when we began
this journey on the structural deficit.

W're down to five

On the enrollnment front, even though

sonme fol ks tal k about denographics, | keep

gquoting that quarter-mllion of New Yorkers
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with some college and no col | ege degree --
pl enty of people out there to benefit from
hi gher ed.

SENATOR CGRI FFO  Thank you.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Thank you.

W' ve been joi ned by Assenbl ynenber
Kel | es, Assenbl ynmenber Sayegh, and
Assenbl ynmenber Si non.

"' m now calling on Assenbl ynenber Ra,
as ranker on Ways and Means, for five
m nut es.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: And before you start
the clock, if I can acknow edge we've been
j oi ned by Assenbl ynenbers Gray and Pirozzol o.

Good norning, gentlenmen. Thanks for
bei ng here with us.

| do have a few questions, but
Chancel l or King, | do want to quickly
mention -- | know you're aware of it -- ne
and several colleagues wote another letter
to you | ast week about Nassau Conmunity
Coll ege. We've been without a full-tinme
presi dent for many years. The board has

expressed a very clear intention to keep
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Dr. Conzatti, who has been with the
institution for many years, is an alumus of
the institution,

And | really would urge you again to
take action with regard to that, because we
need a full-tinme president. | know that
there's been sone comunication that, you
know, after a certain anount of tine that the
person woul d have to be renoved or not
considered. But | would urge you to approve
her because the board has expressed a very
cl ear preference for her.

Wth that said, | want to tal k about
what ny col | eague was nentioning. In
particular, | was speaking with nmy | ocal
community coll ege a few weeks ago about this
Qpportunity Schol arship. And we all know
that our community col |l eges have experienced
a decline in enrollnment. 1It's com ng back
up, which is a positive. And this is an
opportunity, | think, for themto get nore
students in.

But as ny col |l eague had nenti oned,

some of these prograns that are part of this
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are very expensive progranms to operate. And
when we | ook at our funding, as you know, the
traditional community college nodel in a |ot
of the state, there's the third local, the
third state, the third student. And that
student third is probably 40 percent or nore
ri ght now.

So how can we better have parity in
ternms of the support we are providing to the
community col |l ege student with what we're
providing to the students that are at
four-year SUNY institutions?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KI NG  Look,
additional operating aid for community
col |l eges woul d be very hel pful. | 1ook at
| ast year's exanple; it's the first operating
aid increase in nearly a decade, $8 mllion.
W were able to deploy $5 million of that to
expandi ng heal t hcare wor kf orce devel opnent
progranms. Some of our community coll eges
were able to dramatically increase the
capacity of their nursing prograns -- Rad
Tech, other areas of real need for our

hospital s and heal thcare providers. Three
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mllion dollars we put towards nental health
services, which is a critical need at our
comunity col | eges.

The SUNY Board proposed a $30 million
operating aid increase for the community
coll eges, with a focus on prograns |ike
advanced manufacturing, healthcare,
cybersecurity and I T, renewabl e energy jobs.
That additional operating support would help
the community coll eges reach even nore adult
| ear ners.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
Again, we -- in our case, the partnership is
with the Gty of New York, and we face sone
things there that have been challenging in
terms of support for the community coll eges.
Enrollment is growing, which is -- was a
concern. | mean, there was a sector that was
nost effective because of the pandem c
nati onwi de and in both of our systens.

W' ve been getting a | ot better,
bringing a ot nore of those adult |earners
and fol ks who have been out of the workforce

and sort of coming back. And so | remain
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very optimstic about the capacity to sort of
be able to build up our enrollnment in that
way.

| also believe that the schol arship
programthat's been proposed by the Governor
is going to be a very good narketing tool
that's going to bring us, you know, nore
students of every kind coming to the
community college. And when you think that
in our case 75 percent or so of the conmunity
col |l ege students de facto go tuition-free,
bet ween TAP and Pell, right, we feel that any
student that comes our way, either because
they' re curious about the new program or they
end up going to another area, we're going to
be able to service them well

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you, and
especially nmentioning the nursing. GCbviously
it's beneficial to everybody. It's a field
that we know there is a shortage of
prof essionals in right now

Lastly, | just want to reiterate what
Senator Giffo was tal king about with the

Li ppman report and the inplenentation.
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Chancel | or Mat os Rodriguez, the
feedback | get from constituents, whether
they're on the faculty, staff, students, is
t hat not enough is being done and they
continue to not feel safe as Jew sh
prof essors, students on canmpus. So we really
need strong action to nmake those students
feel safe on our canpuses.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:

Fully commtted. Thank you.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat or John Li u.

SENATOR LI U.  Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Thank you, Chancellors, for joining
us, as always.

Chancel | or King, | have sone follow up
guestions from some correspondence we had
earlier this past year, and | had not gotten
any satisfactory response fromyou and your
t eam

The questions surround the -- this
no-bid contract that SUNY entered into with a
maj or publishing conmpany. The concerns were

that, nunber one, entering into this kind of
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maj or contract on a no-bid basis leads to --
certainly encourages certain kinds of
nmonopol i stic tendencies. And that's
something | think we would agree we do not
want to see in academ ¢ publi shing.

The second concern is that this ngjor
publ i sher has been accused of and in sone
ways shown to have acceded to censorship by
foreign governnents. And, you know, that
obvi ously rai ses a huge anount of questions
and concern.

Has t here been anything done with
regard to this particular no-bid contract?
And has your office | ooked into whether this
contract may be pronoting a nonopoly and if
the -- whether the censorship concerns are
f ounded?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Thanks
Senator, for the question. A couple of
pi eces of context.

One, we don't have a contract where we
are maki ng purchases fromthis conmpany. It's
a setup where we have done a contract with

themto create pricing for our canpuses that
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can choose to purchase fromthis conmpany so
that the prices are |ower --

SENATOR LIU.  But it's the only
conpany that all 64 canmpuses have ready
access to. So while it's not a strict
requirenent, it's really a very strong
i nducenment for all canpuses.

| mean, SUNY is not -- it's not a fast
food franchi se where you're trying to | ower
costs for all your canpuses, right? You want
to make sure that there's a long-term
preservation of academ c freedom

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Certainly
strongly support academ c freedom And our
canpuses are purchasi ng textbooks and
articles froma variety of sources.

The conpany that you're describing is
t he sol e publisher of several academ c
journals that are wi dely used throughout
hi gher educati on.

SENATOR LI U And sone of those
publ i cati ons have been changed to accede to
demands by foreign governnents in termnms of

some of the content. |Is that sonething
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you' re aware of?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING |'m aware that
that has been alleged. And that's really a
State Departnment issue nore than it is a SUNY
i ssue.

SENATCOR LIU:  You nean a United States
State Departnment? | think --

SUNY CHANCELLOR KI NG  Yeah.

SENATOR LIU:  -- it's a SUNY issue. |
nmean, if you have naterials, academ c
materials that are being censored by foreign
governments, that's a consideration that SUNY
shoul d take into account when spreading al
this -- or dissemnating this material to al
64 canpuses.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  The contract
t hat we have has gone through all of the
state processes. Wat you're describing is a
foreign policy question, not a state
contracting question.

SENATOR LI U.  Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Assenbl yman Eachus.

ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS: Thank you,

Chair Pretl ow.
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Chancel | or King, you have al ready
nment i oned about the federal Congress | ooking
at Al noney. You also tal ked about the
federal research noney and the possibilities
of those being there or not being there.

Wth this totally absurd outl ook by
t he federal governnment on DElI, have you
cal cul at ed how rmuch noney possibly we could
lose in that situation?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Well, you know,
in many ways, given SUNY's m ssion, the work
on diversity is core to who we are, what we
do at SUNY

The federal governnent issued, the
presi dent issued these executive orders that
have been challenged in court. There was a
prelimnary injunction that was granted on
Friday ni ght which has stopped action on
t hose.

We think that our work on diversity
and inclusion is 100 percent consistent with
our tradition. And the missives fromthe
federal government to date have not been

consistent with the | aw
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ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS: So you're as | ost
as the rest of us are on what's going to
happen.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Look, that --

ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS: Al right, thank
you.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING That's -- for
t he whol e higher ed sector, that's right.

ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS: Yeah. You tal ked
about these, but | just want to go back to
it. | believe |ast year we tal ked about 17
to 19 canpuses that were in fiscal jeopardy.
You nentioned Pot sdam has i nproved.

What about all the others, how are
t hey doi ng?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Yeah, so the 17
is alist that is not ours. | nean, we
identified -- in our Long-Term Enroll nment and
Sustainability Report that we provided to the
Governor and the Legislature in Decenber of
*23, we identified five canpuses that we felt
had significant structural deficits that
needed to be addressed.

Pot sdam | nentioned, has cut theirs
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by 62 percent. Fredonia has taken inportant
steps on financial responsibility and has cut
their deficit in half. SUNY Del hi has
elimnated their deficit, now has a surplus,
and has seen significant enroll ment grow h.

Buffalo State is earlier on in their
financial sustainability initiative, but they
did identify 37 prograns that they're
di scontinuing that enroll, between those
37 progranms, a total of 34 students. Wen
t hey conplete that process, they will be in a
much better position. They' ve cut their
deficit by a quarter. W think they're going
to make rapid progress.

And then there's SUNY Maritinme, which
actual ly had an operating surplus this year.
And the key for SUNY Maritime is our work
t oget her on supporting the Summer at Sea,
which is a unique feature where the students
at SUNY Maritine who are pursuing |icensure
have to pay additional -- the additional cost
of a summer at sea. And we're working on a
revolving loan fund to hel p address that.

ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS: You shoul d take
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credit for those. Thank you very nuch for
| eading the way with that.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KI NG  Thank you
Thank you. Appreciate it.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Cber acker.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Good nor ni ng.

Wel conme to Al bany, Chancell ors.

And ny first question of course is for
Chancel | or King, you know, as someone who has
a rather large footprint of SUNYs in ny
district -- six that are directly in ny
51st Senate District, two just outside, for a
total of eight.

|"ve got a quick question, and it
really applies nore to the technol ogy side.
What are SUNY's plans for securing additional
capi tal budget support for its technical
col | eges?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  The capital
needs are significant at SUNY. You know, we
have -- and Chancel | or Mat os Rodriguez
mentioned this for CUNY -- at SUNY we have a

$9 billion critical maintenance backlog. The
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Governor's budget proposes 550 mllion for
critical maintenance and 200 mllion for a
[ ab i nnovation fund.

We're grateful for that. But if we
want to ensure the | ong-term success of
SUNY' s institutions, including our technical
col |l eges, we need nore capital investnent.
You know, at SUNY Del hi, as you know, and I
know you care deeply about SUNY Del hi, they
coul d expand significantly their mechatronics
program but they need space to do it.

And so we -- our Board of Trustees
proposed a five-year $10.7 billion capital
pl an that woul d address critical naintenance,
cl ean energy and | ab space.

We used to have, at SUNY, a five-year
capital plan before the 2008 financi al
crisis. W think it's tine to go back to
that kind of |ong-term planning.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Great. And thank

you for the shout out to SUNY Delhi. | ama
SUNY Del hi alumus -- go, Broncos -- so
anything that we could do, 1'd be nore than

happy, Chancellor, to take that into ny
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51st Senate District if you have any extra
billions hangi ng around.
So -- and quickly to Chancel |l or

Rodriguez, as a nenber of the Mnority

Conference, and | amon the -- yeah, |I'm
trying to think of it. 1Isn't that great when
the -- when it cones dowmn. | amon the

Antisemtism Task Force, and | just wanted to
t hank you for your continued response to

t hose i ssues on your canpuses. Anything that
we could do to of course maintain the safety

is by far | think priority one.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:

Well, thank you. And like | said, back to
the question, we're commtted to the

Li pprman Report provided a good bl ueprint,
right, of a nunber of things that either we
were doing that we need to continue to do --
that is a personal conmtnent of m ne.

And again, we are in very polarizing
times and we need to find ways to bring
peopl e together. And this is one particular
thing also that, given the history of CUNY

and the Jewi sh comunity, is of particular




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

73

matter to me. So thank you

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for the
j ob you' re doi ng.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ynmenber C ark.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK:  Thank you.

And | will address ny questions to
Chancel l or King, who | actually first want to
t hank for your conmmtnent to Monroe Community
College in nmy district, particularly on
creative solutions around hunger and ensuring
that the students there are getting their
basi c needs net, which we knowis a
i ncreasingly growi ng problemthat we are al
| ooki ng for nmore and nore ways to address.

So first want to thank you, and now sone
guesti ons.

| want to echo -- and | know it's been
brought up on these very expensive prograns.
From what we're hearing in community
colleges, | think we all agree that finding
ways to get nore people access, particularly
in high-demand fields, is something we all

want. And we have talked a little bit about
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t he expense that -- what we've been told by
the community colleges is that just covering
the tuition alone is going to nake them
operate at deficits every day because they're
such hi gh-need prograns, they're |ower-ratio.

| know you' ve al ready sort of captured
that that is an issue and sonet hing that
you' ve fl agged.

|s there a way to get a nunber for us
as we start devel opi ng the budget about what
really giving the needed dollars to support
t hose prograns woul d be, so that we can
adequately ensure that our community coll eges
aren't | osing noney every day when they start
operating these at a bigger --

SUNY CHANCELLOR KI NG  Yeah,
appreci ate the question, Assenbl yworman. And
t hank you for your support for the work that
we' re doi ng on basic needs, including at
Monr oe.

Look, our SUNY Board of Trustees
proposed a $30 million operating aid increase
with detailed plans for how that would create

more slots in healthcare, advanced
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manuf act uring, the sem conductor industry,
renewabl e energy and green jobs, and IT and
cybersecurity. And that's investnments in
both faculty and equi pnent to support those
pr ogr ans.

| will say, you know, our hope is that
the Governor's free tuition proposal wll
drive an enrollnment increase that will bring
new revenue with it. Wen Massachusetts
inmplenented a simlar initiative, they saw an
8 percent enrollnment increase. So we're
encouraged by what the Governor is proposing.

And you're right, there are additional
operating support needs at the comunity
col | eges.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN CLARK: Qur big concern
is that if the tuition isn't covering what
community col |l eges need to operate that
program every day, even by increasing it
two-, threefold isn't going to solve that
problem And that we all want to be
cogni zant of it as we start figuring out
final nunbers for the budget and what we need

to do.
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My final quick question -- and it's on
room and board. W' ve done a |ot around TAP,
we' ve done a |lot around tuition, ensuring
peopl e have nore and nore access, nore
famlies get access. As sonmeone who is the
parent of a child currently in a SUNY
col | ege, but | ooking even across the country,
room and board in New York State is
consi derably higher at our universities. So
as we've done a lot to cap tuition, | still
feel like this is an access point that's
real ly hindering our Kkids.

| s there anythi ng bei ng done around

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Yeah, | ook, our
canmpuses are very sensitive to trying to keep
the costs of roomand board down. But it is
a challenge. | do think additional state
financial aid for students would be hel pful,
particularly for our |owest-incone students.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Rachel May.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you.
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Chancel | or King, thanks for being here
and for answering our questions.

| have two, of a thousand, but I'l]I
keep it to two.

Just a couple of weeks ago when N H
announced that it was planning a change to
F&A rei nbursenents, you estimated that that
woul d cost SUNY $79 million. That one is on
hold, as | understand it now. But what are
you doing to plan for a federal governnent
that wants to take us back to the Dark Ages
when it cones to scientific research?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KI NG  Yeah, | ook.
you know, in the short run we are definitely
leaning into the litigation strategy. W
wor ked very closely with the Attorney Ceneral
to prepare the materials for the litigation
that got the tenporary restraining order.

In the long run, it will be very
chal l enging to replace these federal dollars.
The federal governnment is one of the crucial
investors in healthcare research across the
country. And if we don't have those funds,

we wll ultimately be unable to continue many
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of these research projects. And it wll
make - -

SENATOR MAY: Are you engaging wth,
say, Republican | awrmakers in parts of the
state where it's going to affect their
constituents as well, to get themto push
back agai nst what's happeni ng?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Yes. And |
went down to Washi ngton the week before | ast
to meet with nmenbers of our del egation, both
sides of the aisle, to talk about the ways in
whi ch the research dollars not only drive
i nportant advances in healthcare but al so
ensure jobs in their districts. So we're
going to keep naking that case.

SENATOR MAY: Let ne get to ny other
guestion, which is | was startled when | was
talking with SUNY -- ESF staff and students
that they were saying that being part of the
SUNY system cones with a | ot of obligations
internms of hiring, tuition benefits they can
offer, various things like that --
overhead -- but not the kinds of benefits

that you m ght expect. So being able to have
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subscriptions to academ c journals that are
bei ng done systemn de, bringi ng down the cost
in various ways.

What are you doing to nake sure that
t he canpuses feel the benefit of being part
of the systemand not just the restrictions?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Yeah. So over
the last two years we've been very commtted
to growi ng shared-service arrangenents. The
first was around our O fice of General
Counsel , where we added additional staff at
SUNY system and we' ve been able to produce
hundreds of thousands of dollars in savings
on the cost of outside firms by bringing that
wor k i n-house and having it shared across the
SUNY system

We are | aunching --

SENATOR MAY: Wile | have just a
coupl e of seconds, tele-nmental health is one
of the arenas where they shouldn't have to
come up with separate contracts.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  That's right.
That's right. And we've been doing
tel epsychiatry through Upstate Medical,
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actual ly, which has been very hel pful to
canpuses.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

W' ve been joi ned by Assenbl ynenber
O Pharrow.

And next on ny list for questioning is
Assenbl ynmenber Srul len, five m nutes.

ASSEMBLYMAN SMULLEN:  Thank you,

Chai r.

The first question is for
Chancellor King. W talked a little bit
about the capital plan that SUNY is in the
process of building or rebuilding. It only
makes sense; strategic planning is how you
plan for the future that will inevitably be
here in five, 10, 15, 20 years. This year is
750 mllion or so that's in there.

One of the concerns | have is that
sone of the other nmandates fromthe state,
fromthe Cinate Leadership and Conmunity
Protection Act for electrification of the
canpuses. SUNY has about 40 percent of al
the state buildings in New York State. How
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are you dealing with the inflationary costs?

And how are you dealing with the
actual nuts and bolts of translating noney
into capital projects and then having to deal
with this electrification issue?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Look, our work
over the last few years as we've done
critical maintenance projects, we've been
trying to shift over to clean energy in order
to realize the energy cost savings over tine.
And that has worked. You know, we will
hit -- we are on track to hit the --

ASSEMBLYMAN SMULLEN: For efficiency
it works.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  That's right.

ASSEMBLYMAN SMULLEN: | woul dn't agree
with the production of electricity, but --

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  So fromthe
st andpoi nt of our planning for our
construction work, we are trying to think
about how can we gain | ong-term energy
savings. And we will hit our 40 percent
reduction in greenhouse gas targets by 2030

at our current pace. So we're excited about
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t hat .

There are sone great opportunities to
reali ze additional savings |ike geothernmal
net wor ks, which we can do very efficiently at
SUNY because you don't have to negotiate with
every individual property owner, we have a
whol e community of buildings that we can nove
over to geothermal .

But that takes up-front capital
investnment, and that's part of why we need
this long-termcapital plan, so that we can
enbark on those kinds of projects.

ASSEMBLYMAN SMULLEN:.  Ckay. Well,

t hank you.

Now, |'ve heard both of you express
rel uctance about conplying with federal
directives having to do with federal research
dollars. That's actually a requirenment by
the law. And you' ve expressed that you're,
you know, hopeful that the litigation is
going to prevent you from having to conply
with federal statute.

What happens when you | ose that? For

the CUNY chancellor, a lot of the issues have
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to do with antisemtismon canmpus and maki ng
sure that federal |aws are actually conplied
with. Howis CUNY dealing with its anount of
research dollars? How many research dollars
does it have at risk? And what are you going
to do if you lose that |awsuit?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So
let me -- do you want --

SUNY CHANCELLOR KI NG  Just
qui ckly. Respectfully, Assenblyman, | think
one of the reasons the tenporary restraining
order was granted so quickly is that the | aw
is clearly on the side of the federal
government follow ng through on what Congress
appropriated and the clear |anguage that
Congress provided about NIH funding. So --

ASSEMBLYMAN SMULLEN: 1t's not all NH
fundi ng, though. | know --

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING No, |I'mjust on
that N H issue.

ASSEMBLYMAN SMULLEN: -- there's a
vari ety of funding sources.

"' m saying as a whol e the federal

funding to state educational establishnments
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is set by the federal governnment. And if
they say it has to be a certain way, then you
have to conply unless you're directed
otherwi se by a court. So that was ny
guestion to the CUNY chancell or.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So

t hank you for the question.

So, | mean, your first question was
what woul d be sort of the -- we receive about
$200 million in federal grants and contracts.

ASSEMBLYMAN SMULLEN:  How nuch is that
out of your total budget?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  That
is -- it's a significant chunk. How s that
interns of --

ASSEMBLYMAN SMULLEN: | nean, is it
10 percent, 20 percent? What's your budget?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ: |
nean, it's 4 billion on the state side, so --

ASSEMBLYMAN SMULLEN:  Thirty-five
per cent .

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So
you can do the math. So it's 200 on the

federal side in terns of direct grants and
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contracts, right? So a significant chunk of
the work that we do.

Again, on dollars fromN H and those
grants, we're actually follow ng the |aw.
And the law right now says the courts are
deciding it and the path will be shown
forward

On the noney around indirect, a couple
of things. A, there was bipartisan support
for the indirect formula in a prior attenpt
to lower it in the Appropriations Conmttee
in Congress, right. So this is sonething
that fol ks have enbraced historically, to
your point about thinking about |ong term

And the "Dear Colleague"” letter is a
gui dance letter that we are in conpliance
with all federal and state laws. |If there's
a clear sense of soneone that says that we
don't, then we'll make the change when that
nmonment happens. But until that happens,
we' ve been working around all applicable
federal and state and city | aws.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN SMULLEN: | urge you to
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conply. Thanks.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or CGounar des.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: There we go.

Good norning. Thank you, both
chancel | ors.

| want to start by asking you both the
same question as it relates to the Governor's
community col |l ege Qpportunity Prom se
Program it's ny understanding that there are
some prograns at both institutions that are
not currently eligible, even though they
of fer associate's degrees simlar to a
community coll ege at a senior college, that
are currently not eligible for that.

Can you speak to that and how many
progranms at each of your institutions are not
eligible for the Governor's proposal ?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So
on our end we have three canpuses that grant
associ ate's degrees: The Coll ege of

Staten Island, New York City Tech, and Medgar
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Evers College. In ny testinony we
respectfully ask that as the process in the
budget goes, that additional funding is
provi ded so that the associ ate degree
progranms in those three schools would be --
the sane rules will apply to themthat would
apply to the community coll eges.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  And for us, the
issue is really the technical colleges. So
it's Delhi and Cobl eskill and Canton and
Farm ngdal e and Alfred State and Morrisville.

So we think it's between $1 million
and $3 mllion in additional funding each
year to cover the costs of including those
canpuses in the free tuition.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: So 1 to 3 million
for SUNY.

And for CUNY, Chancellor Rodriguez?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ: |
think it's 4 -- let me just -- it's in the
testinmony, 4.8 | think is the nunber. Gve
me a sec. Four mllion.

SENATCOR GOUNARDES: Four mllion,

okay. So $5 mllion, ballpark, including al
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associ at e-degree prograns that neet the
course of study criteria. Thank you.

Chancel | or King, you had nentioned in
response to Senator Stavisky about Downstate.
" mskeptical of the tinmeline. The advisory
committee that was formed in |ast year's
budget was just convened in Decenber. They
met for the first time last nonth. W're
tal ki ng about comng up with a final plan by
April 1st. That's six weeks away.

| s that an adequate tineline to
actually ensure the future stability of this
incredibly crucial institution to
Central Brooklyn?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING W are working
towards that deadline that was agreed to | ast
year.

| do think we can put forward a pl an
by April 1st that bal ances inpatient and
outpatient activities and the goal of
financial sustainability long term But
we'll work within the schedule that is agreed
to by the Governor and Legi sl ature.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: kay, |'m
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skeptical we'll neet that goal, but hopefully
you guys can prove me w ong.

And Chancel | or Rodriguez, in ny |ast
few seconds or nonents here, can you talk a
little bit about the issue about transfer
eligibility with students? | know sone of
the students | had | ast senmester actually
raised this issue with me directly, the
confusion over transferring credits,
et cetera.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
Well, that's going to be gone. Wth the
transfer initiative now begi nning, every --
if you're a community college major, all the
courses, you know, transfer inmediately, not
just gen ed. Everything that you did
transfers to the senior colleges. And that
is addressing a big concern --

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW -- that's very
good.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ: - -
of the over 6,336 nmenbers in your district.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you.
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CHAI R PRETLOWN | hate to cut you off,
Chancel l or, but I've got to nove along. The
yel l ow |i ght neans sonething: 30 seconds.
When you see the -- you asked the question
too | ate.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR GOUNARDES: They were so good
at their answers.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman
Epst ei n.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  Thank you. And
t hank you both for your work.

Just to both of you, the students with
disabilities, we have about over 100,000 in
our campuses across the state. W've seen
some noney directly to SUNY. The Governor
cut back on noney, the $4 mllion we had in
t he budget. WII you help and support in
trying to increase noney for students with
disabilities in this budget?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Look, there's
certainly nore need than we have resources.
W were abl e, because of the support from--

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N:  Chancel | or, you
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know | have only three minutes. So is the
answer yes?

(Laughter.)

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  The answer is
yes. Just want to make the point that we
were able to put $10 million in ongoing
recurring funding towards support for
students with disabilities, thanks to the
support -- your support and the support of
t he Governor.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:  And
we' ve asked for 4 million in our budget
request.

And the transformational work with our
CUNY Acconmpdate, the new systemthat is
revol utioni zing how we serve those students,
is only going to generate additional demand.
So fully supportive of that.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  So we've heard a
| ot fromstudents about the ability to stay
in school. W tal ked about expandi ng paid
internships as well as the MetroCard proposal
| " ve seen Chancel | or Mat os Rodriguez put

together. Do you think that's going to --
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can we nove forward on those this year to try
to get nore noney for students so they can
actually finish school ?

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:

Well, I mean, we're fully supportive -- |
mean, in the budget request | think it's
about half a mllion dollars that our

St udent Senate | eadership put together to do
a pilot to sort of continue to expand.

W' ve seen the results of what a
MetroCard can do in ternms of not just to
students being in school, but also
participating. So we're fully supportive of
that pilot.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  And paid
i nternshi ps as well, expanding paid
i nt er nshi ps?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  As
you know, that is -- patron saint of paid
internships. That is huge on our end.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN: So can | ask you
on the capital, just on 17 Lex, $250 mllion
you put in for 17 Lex, is any of that capital

covered by the Governor increasing capital




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

93

that she's proposed in the budget at this
poi nt ?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  That
was | i ke one of those conmercials going too
fast. Can you repeat the question again,
pl ease?

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N:  Sevent een Lex,
you'd asked for 250 mllion in capital. O
t he proposed 500 mllion the Governor's
proposed increasing capital by this year, is
any of that going to 17 Lex?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ: |
nmean, we try to -- we're conmtted to that
project. W have to see at the end of the
journey how rmuch capital we end up with at
the end and then distribute it. But it's a
priority to get that building ready for
Bar uch.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN: So you need nore
capital, is that what you' re saying?

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:

Al ways.
(Laughter.)
ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N.  Okay. Thank
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you. And just -- so this issue of -- we

tal ked earlier about antisemtismon
canpuses. W' ve seen the growth of
antisemtism Are you both conmmtted to
doi ng what we can at this nmonent in our

time -- we've seen the rise in the |ast year
and a half -- to do what we can to put
resources to conbat the growth of
antisemtismacross our campuses in New York?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  One hundred
percent commtted to maki ng sure our campuses
are safe and supportive clinmates for our
Jew sh students.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:  And
absolutely. And we had a very productive
nmeeting yesterday with a group of Assenbly
and Senate | eaders, and the conm tnent from
my end and the entire teamis there.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  And just on the
PSC CUNY, | know there's a contract. Does
that noney that's in the budget cover the
i ncrease needed in the contract? The
i ncrease that they need for the contract.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RCODRI GUEZ: W
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need an additional 34 mllion.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N:  Above what the
Gover nor proposed.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:  Yes,
sir. Yup.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N.  Thank you.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Next up is Senator Wbb.

SENATOR WEBB: Good norning. Thank
you both for being here.

So ny questions kind of stem around
the continued efforts we're naking as a state
to make hi gher education nore affordabl e.

And so | was concerned to see in the budget,
you know, cuts to the Educational Cpportunity
progranms, which have a proven track record
for hel ping students to graduate and go on to
be successful. Simlarly with cuts to

Bundy Aid, continued cuts to Bundy Aid. And
also with regards to the proposal for
oper ati onal noney, which we know is critical

for all our SUNYs, especially our community
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col | eges.

So | was hoping that if either of you
coul d speak to these particular issues and
some plans to go in a different direction
with respect to those chall enges.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Sure. Quickly
on ECOP -- and just appreciate all your
support for SUNY al ways.

The EOP program has an incredible
track record over decades of producing
i ncredi ble | eaders, including folks in this
room W think the funding should be
increased. So there was a $1.9 mllion cut.
Qur Board of Trustees had actually proposed a
$4.5 mllion increase so that we could both
grow t he nunber of slots, serve nore
students, but also increase the award for
i ndi vi dual students. Because we know, even
with EOP support, there's often a gap in
terms of students' financial needs. So we'd
like to increase those awards as well.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  And
we al so ask for additional support for SEEK

and Col | ege Di scovery progranms, which are
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deeply enbedded in the fabric of the Gty
Uni versity of New York. W are al so being
good stewards of that funding. W've done
sone internal work so that we can be nore
efficient in the way that those funds can be
al | ocat ed.

We're al so being additionally
creative. W for the second year now have
our STEM Summer Acadeny. W want nany of
t hose students who are participating who are
| ow-i ncome, many comnme from conmunities of
col or which are underrepresented, for
exanple, in STEMfields and the sciences, to
give thema leg up. So we created this
sumer program -- very, very well received --
to make sure that we have a | ot nore of those
students succeeding -- not just graduating,
but graduating fromall these fields in high
demand and w th hi gh-payi ng jobs.

SENATOR WEBB: And then mny | ast piece,
just with regards to community coll eges.
Chancel | or King, you and | have had several
conversations about the need and the role

that community col |l eges pl ay.
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You know, | am concerned that what the
comunity colleges will need in ternms of
operational aid, that what's being proposed
is nost certainly not enough. So agai n,
hopi ng that we can see an increase there.

But also with other SUNYs, there are severa
that are high-needs that are facing deficits,
like SUNY Cortland in nmy district, that's

| ooking at an $8 million deficit with regards
to operational aid.

So | hope we can continue to nove in a
positive direction with increasing funding,
especially for operational costs.

Thank you.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Thank you.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Wepri n.

ASSEMBLYMAN WEPRI N:  Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

Thank you, Chancellors, for your
testimony and your accessibility on a regular
basis. W truly appreciate that. And for

what you're doi ng on conbati ng hate,
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antisemtismand other hate across all
canpuses.

|"mgoing to address this question to
Chancel | or Matos Rodriguez. In the
Governor's Executive Budget CUNY received
96 mllion for general operating support,
which | understand is 34 mllion short of
what is needed for the recently ratified
contract with the Professional Staff
Congr ess.

How does the |ack of full funding for
col l ective bargaining in the Governor's
budget inmpact CUNY? And what potenti al
consequences could arise fromthe funding
shortfall? Howw Il this affect your
structural budget deficit?

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:

Wel |, thank you for your question and thank
you for your support and care of all CUNY,
and particularly the schools in Queens.

As | mentioned before, we need an
additional 34 mllion to be able to have the
full funding for the contract that we signed

with our colleges and the PSC i n Decenber.
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We have invested a | ot of work and
|"ve been here reporting to you about it, the
work that we have done in showi ng you that we
are good stewards of the resources that you
allocate in that direction, trying to cut the
structural deficit. And we've taken
sonetimes painful and difficult neasures, but
we' ve been doing that and the progress is
clearly there in going from you know, 260 to
64 and having now | ess schools that continue
to be of high concern. And those schools
continue to nake progress.

If we don't get that 34 mllion, it's
like the rock of Sisyphus. Right? You keep
pushing up to try to get out of the
structural deficit. And when you're getting
cl oser, the rock comes back down. Right?

The reason why we have a structural
deficit is because for years those mandatory
costs were not covered. Right? At sone
poi nt they were covered with tuition
i ncreases. W have not increased tuition in
our four-year schools in five years. W have

not increased tuition at the conmunity
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colleges in nine years. Right? So that
funding has to cone from sonmewhere.

The Assenbly and the Senate have been
very supportive of that historically.
Governor Hochul has been historic in
supporting that work. But if we don't get
that, we go back to the reason why we had
structural deficits to begin with. Right?
So for us to be able to have our house in
order, we need that base of support. So I
real ly appreciate your question.

ASSEMBLYMAN WEPRI N:  Good. Thank you,
Chancel | or, both of you.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Jackson.

SENATCOR JACKSON:  CGood afternoon,
everyone. And Chancell ors, wel cone.

| " m curious, Chancellor King, to the
conmm tment that's nade to Downstate Medi cal
Center. As you know, our colleague Zell nor
Myrie has been at the front, as far as |I'm
concerned, dealing with that. | am hoping

that you will fulfill your prom se. When
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say "you," the governnent, as far as your

of fice and the Governor, Kathy Hochul, of
Downst at e Medi cal Center, which is a huge
center especially in the Downtown Brooklyn
area. And many people of color are the ones
that go there. And so |I'm curious about your
response to that matter.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  You know, | ook,
|"mvery appreciative of the Legislature and
t he Governor comng forward with this nearly
billion dollars in additional investnment in
Downstate. It has put us, | think, on the
trajectory to creating a financially
sust ai nabl e plan for Downstate, in
partnership with the other hospitals that are
| ocated nearby in Central Brooklyn.

But, you know, we're going to have to
wat ch closely the federal changes. |If there
were to be significant federal cuts to
Medi caid, that would be a tremendous threat
to our plans for a sustainable future for
Downst at e.

SENATOR JACKSON:  Chancel | or

Rodriguez, I'"'mcurious as to the whole
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situation with the unions not havi ng enough,
when they settle a contract, that they can't
fulfill the contract.

Are you sure that you as the
chancel | or for CUNY feel that you can pul
the resources together in order to agree with
PSC on this agreenent that they' ve put in
pl ace?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So |
mean, first, we're delighted that we were
able to reach an agreenment with our friends
fromthe PSC in Decenber. W have been
really encouraged by the trend in this
Executive Budget and in the budget that you
all approved | ast year, which began to
correct a long-termtrend of not fully
funding the contracts for both CUNY and SUNY.

Doing that, as | said, the starting
poi nt of the Governor by putting 96 mllion
in this budget for us is a step in the right
direction, and we hope that the ongoing
support and conversations with this body will
bring in the additional 34 that we have to be

able to have no i ssues there.
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And we al so want to be appreciative of
the 192 million that is also included in the
Executive Budget that goes to cover the
retroactive pay and the ratification bonus.

SENATOR JACKSON:. Thank you.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Seawr i ght .

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN SEAWRI GHT:  Thank you,
Chairs Krueger and Pretlow. And thank you to
t he SUNY and CUNY chancell ors for your
testinony today. As a proud parent of two
chil dren who graduated from SUNY and one
that's conpleting his advanced degree at
SUNY, |'m especially appreciative of your
devotion and all that you do in higher
educati on.

| have a question for Chancellor Matos
Rodriguez. As the new chair of the Aging
Committee, I'minterested to know about
cl asses at your canpuses that senior citizens
can audit. And also if a senior chooses to

return to college, what programs exist? |Is
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there any senior citizen discounts if a
senior returns to conplete an unfini shed
degree or wants to start a degree progranf

And then also | wanted to nention
attended a CUNY-w de adaptive sports
basketbal | ganme at Queens College. It was
absol utely fabul ous.

And for Chancellor King, do you have a
a SUNY adaptive sports programthat exists?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So
t hank you for your question and for your
support. And 959 constituents in your
district attend CUNY. And hopefully we can
get a lot nore of those aging ones also to
att end.

Many of our canpuses are open to
seniors and others to cone and audit classes.
| think that those policies tend to vary by
canpus. And we've had -- through CUNY
Reconnect, we have brought in some ol der
adults to cone back to our canpuses. That at
times requires a little work because if
sonmebody' s com ng back after being gone for

five, six years, probably the assigned
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courses, the curriculumwas the sane.

Soneti mes you have sonmeone who's been away
for a very long time, and creating the kind
of equival ency that is appropriate takes
additional tinme and, at tinmes, creativity.

So that's sonething that we're trying
to work with at canpuses to do. But we're
clearly open to what they bring to the
canpus.

And | want to |leave tine for
Chancel | or King to answer about adaptive
sports.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Yeah, and |
woul d say our comunity col |l eges especially
have a variety of progranms for seniors, which
are very val uabl e, including sone
m crocredential prograns that seniors wll
t ake advant age of.

We do have adaptive sports activities.
| don't know that we have a | eague, but we
have adaptive sports activities and | can get
you nore detail on sonme of the ones that take
pl ace on canpus.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SEAWRI GHT:  Last week
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t he Foundation for Senior Citizens of

New York testified about a hone-sharing
programthat they have in a partnership with
NYU.

Woul d CUNY and SUNY be interested in
possi bly doing that, where you nmatch students
that don't have housing up with a senior
citizen for the hone sharing programto help
keep seniors in their home?

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
Sounds |ike a w n/wn.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Yeah. Love to
hear nore about it.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:  Yup.
Yup.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN SEAWRI GHT:  Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat or ?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senator Mirray.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Chai rwonman. And thank you, Chancellors, for
bei ng here.

A coupl e of questions. First, the

easy one | think is Governor Hochul's
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New York State Qpportunity Prom se, so the
free tuition to those 25 to 55.

|s there any provision -- nmany tinmes
we give great education, great training, the
students graduate and take it to other
states. Is there any provision in there that
requires themto at |east stay or work
in-state for any length of tine?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING | don't believe
there's a requirenent there for staying
in-state. But | will say the vast ngjority
of SUNY community col |l ege graduates not only
stay in-state, they stay in the regi on where
t hey attended community coll ege.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  And
even higher for community coll ege students.
| nmean, it's very high for CUNY. | think
over 90 percent over tine.

And | al so think when you consi der
these are going to be nostly adults that are
probably established in a community, have
famlies, | think the chance of that is a |ot
| ess.

SENATOR MURRAY: (Ckay. 1'd like to
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see that tracked once that's in place.

But switching -- and I'"'mglad we're in

Hi gher Education, and forgive my ignorance,

but hopefully you can educate ne a little.

On Long Island recently, over the past couple

of years, there's been sone questions about

school districts and their reserve funds, how

much they're holding in reserves, how nany
reserve funds they have.

On the college and university |evel
woul d equate that to the endownents. You
hear about Harvard with $50 billion. |
believe the University of M chigan,

19 billion. So | got curious; | |ooked up

Stony Brook University. And as of the |ast

fiscal year, it was just under $600 nillion.

But I wanted to know how it's being
spent, so the latest report | found
unfortunately was about five years ago. It
was the fiscal year 2021. And it said they
brought in -- they were sitting at about
463 mllion at the tine. They brought in
18.1, but the endownent distributed

8.46 mllion for inpact purposes. How do |
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sell to the public when you' re com ng asking
for nore tax noney and nore tax noney while
you're sitting on endowrents with that nuch
noney and spendi ng what appears to be a small
fraction of that -- what do | say to thenf

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  You know, our
goal is to grow our endownents at the
Uni versity Centers because they are often a
particularly val uable | ever for research and
supporting research activities, recruiting
new research faculty, investing in new areas
of research |ike, as you know, Stony Brook is
an incredible | eader in quantum As a
cutting-edge area, you want to be able to
provi de additional support.

So we're fortunate that through the
endowrent match that Governor Hochul and the
Legi slature created two years ago, we've been
able to get sone endowrent conmm tnents,
including the incredible $500 mllion from
the Sinons to Stony Brook.

SENATOR MURRAY: Right.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  And we | ook

forward to that helping us lead in these
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i nportant research areas.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl yman Stir pe.

ASSEMBLYMAN STI RPE: Good norning to
bot h of you.

Real quickly, | want to get back on
comunity colleges. You know, it's nice that
they continue to have a base throughout the
years. Unfortunately, that base was
established with 2020 fundi ng, which was not
the greatest ever, so they already started at
sort of a structural inbalance on that. And
the fact that we're still funding them on
full-time equivalents while so many nore of
themare coming in for certificates, you
know, m crocredentialing and things |ike
that, nakes it even harder to get proper
f undi ng.

And | do agree we should at | east
provi de another $30 million in order to help
them take care of things. Because now with
this new program 25 to 55, you have peopl e

who have not been in school for a long tine.
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So as far as support services, |'ve got a
feeling it's going to be nore than what they
had before when they're taking high school
graduates in who have been in cl asses,

et cetera.

So I'"mjust hoping that you'l
continue to advocate, as we will, for sone
addi ti onal funding.

The other thing is about the
hospitals. | don't begrudge Downstate
Hospital receiving alnost a billion dollars.
If that's what they need, that's what they
need. But | think only giving
Upstate Hospital 200 out of 450 million that
they say they need is probably -- doesn't
| ook good to anybody. And |I'm hoping that
you'll stand with us.

And | know Upstate is very gratefu
for the 200 mllion. And if we can prom se
them t hat next year they' Il get the other
250 million they need, that would be great.
The fear | have is what's happeni ng over here
in Washi ngton may greatly affect what happens

next year, and all of a sudden they say,
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Well, we don't have the funding for it. So
that would be a really terrible outcone.

So, you know, |'m hoping that you
continue to push, as we will continue to
push.

And also | want to thank you for
partnering with Syracuse University and their
I ncl usi veU program and hel ping to bring
that, you know, throughout the SUNY system
Because | think, you know, we'll have |ots of
great benefits fromthat.

Thank you.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Thank you for
your support on all three of those areas, and
we'll continue to work together on them

ASSEMBLYMAN STI RPE:  Ckay.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Fahy.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you. And thank
you to both chancellors for being here.
really appreciate it.

Chancel | or Rodriguez, if | could just
qui ckly start with a question about your
Car eer Success nodel, which | know you' ve

been | aunching. And both of you nentioned
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the i mportance of internships, and thank you
for supporting a bill that | pushed over the
| ast few years and we got it across the
finish line to do a plan on internshi ps,
because the stats are so overwhel m ng.

Wen we get a student an internship,
we get thema job and largely we end up
keepi ng them here in New York, which is an
added huge bonus.

So the Career Success nodel, can you
just please quickly nention that, and the
costs on what it mght take to inplenent it
and why it's so unique.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  So
t hank you. Qur request in the budget was
7 mllion to begin a pilot with six schools
and then sort of build that up.

We're al so building private support
for the initiative so we're not just knocking
on the door of the state and the city for
that. Because we know that to be able to do
this at scale and in a conprehensive way is
going to cost a dine, but we think that is

exactly what students are demandi ng, what
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their parents are demanding in terns of the
ki nd of enbeddi ng thinking about careers from
t he nonent the student gets to the canpus in
orientation, in the work that we do with
t hem

Even in sonme of the Early Coll ege,
t hey conbi ne advising, right, so you get
advi sing not just on the courses but on the
mappi ng of the things that you're going to be
t hi nki ng about in your career, working with
enpl oyers. Adding, for exanple, paid
internships into the curriculum right, so
it's not sonmething that you do separately and
on your own, that it's nore enbedded i n what
t he students do.

We have seen this working all across
our canmpuses. W think it's time now to take
it to scale. And that's why |I'mvery
supportive and interested in that initiative.
So thank you for asking nme. And obviously
happy to talk nore to your team about it and
present the nodel to you

SENATCOR FAHY: Well, thanks to both of

you for prioritizing this. | think it's so
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critical. Again, it's awin/win -- win for
the student and win for the state, on both
fronts.

Wth regard to the community coll eges,
al so so pleased with the Governor's
initiative. Thank you to both of you for
enbracing that. And | do support nore
initiatives -- or nore operating dollars for
community col |l eges, as ny col |l eague
nment i oned.

Chancel lor King, in addition to the
community col |l eges, we know we need capital
dollars, right? W know we need these
i nnovation funds at all the colleges, but in
particular the University Centers. I|I'ma
little biased because | have one right here
in ny backyard w th UAl bany.

And can you tal k about that
i nportance? And if you would, while
answering, please nention this -- what we're
all looking at, at the federal |evel.
There's a huge fear with cuts right now, and
there's so much on hold. [I'mhearing it from

UAl bany and ot hers. Pl ease.
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SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Yeah. Thank
you for your | eadership on TAP and
internships. Really appreciate that.

We had hoped that we woul d have
800 mllion in the Innovation Labs Fund so
that we could dedicate at |east 200 mllion
to each of the four University Centers to
create research-focused labs that will help
us secure research dollars and | ead at those
institutions.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Kel | es.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Hi, thank you.
Thank you to you bot h.

|"mgoing to direct ny questions to
Dr. King. A couple of things. One, | wanted
to add nmy voice to yours as well for
restoring the EOP. | absolutely agree.

And you have started a pilot program
and 1'd love to hear you tal k about it
briefly. W've tal ked, you know, throughout

many of our hearings of a huge | ack of
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wor kf orce on nental health workers in every
sector, and you started a nmental health EOP
pilot program Could you talk briefly about
the interest in that programand what it
woul d provide if we expanded it and rmade it a
real progranf

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Sure. So we
nodel ed the EOP Mental Health Program after
our EOP Premed Program where we bring
students together and hel p them nake that
transition into a career that they're
passi onat e about.

| think we have five canmpuses now t hat
have conmitted to participate in the EOP
Mental Health. [If we had additional
resources to put towards that program| think
there'd be --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: What woul d you
need?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Well, 1 ook
ideally we'd have funding both to run sunmer
programmi ng and to create internships that
woul d be at least in the sumer and ideally

year-round. W desperately need a nore
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di verse nental health workforce, and the EOP
program can help contribute to that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Okay. And
switching gears to the SUNY capital that was
tal ked about, just briefly disagreeing with
one of ny former colleagues. You know, brief
studies that I'mreading online, a snall,
tiny, tiny liberal arts college in New York
City is saying $2.4 mllion per year savings
in operating expenses with their geothernal
system

You have 2800 buil di ngs, 62 canpuses.
Have you estinmated what the actual cost
savings would be if you could put the
geot hermal -- and | understand that your
sustainability director did a study
estimating the capital cost would be about
$12 billion, which is essentially the
upstate's MIA, right? [It's our
infrastructure. W should think about it
that way. W do need a nmultiyear capital
pl an.

But what savings would that give us if

we' re | ooking at 2800 buil di ngs?
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SUNY CHANCELLOR KING W can get you
a nore precise estimate. But it's certainly
on the order of hundreds of mllions of
dollars in energy savings over time across
all of our canpuses.

W are also very well positioned to
make progress here. Each of our
st at e- oper at ed canpuses has a cl ean energy
pl an that woul d take them as cl ose as
possible to net zero. W just need the
up-front capital to get there.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: | think that we
shoul d | ook at this, because we talk a |ot
about the need for operating expenses to
increase. W do need nore funding to the
community col | eges, absol utely operating
expenses. They absolutely need nore for
faculty, for adm nistrative, for
cybersecurity, for all different things.

That nmoney could cone fromthis. W
need nore funding for faculty, we need nore
funding for the really at-need colleges. You
know, we need nore funding | think for the

two canpuses that we have that are the direct
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canpuses, senior canpuses. All of that could
be redirected, and it would be zero cost to
the state. Right? So |l think it's a smart
nove.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KI NG  Thank you

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Sal azar.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you.

Thank you both for your testinony
today. Good to see you

| have first a question for
Chancel | or King regardi ng higher education in
prisons. As you know, higher education in
pri son has nmany benefits: Reduces
reci di vism increases enpl oynent
opportunities for people upon their rel ease.
And SUNY has nany degree prograns in our
state prisons. Thank you for your support
for them

What support can we provide in the
state budget this year to expand SUNY' s
degree prograns that are offered, expanding

to nore facilities, potentially, or/and
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expandi ng the existing prograns that are
al ready offered in facilities in terns of the
degrees or courses offered?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Thanks so rmuch
for that question and for your |eadership on
this issue.

You know, we are the |argest provider
today in prisons in New York State, but we
only have prograns in just over half of the
correctional facilities. So we would like to
expand to every prison in the state because
t hese prograns do reduce recidivism they
improve the climate in the facility, and the
students are nore successful when they cone
hone.

We also would like to offer nore
progranms in each facility. Otentines the
options around majors are quite limted. W
need to be able to invest in equiprment at the
correctional site so that students can take a
broader array of subject areas.

| know there's a Senate letter that
has been circul ated that proposes $9 mllion

t hat woul d support the expansi on of higher ed
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in prison as well as reentry support, so that
we make sure we hel p people enroll in school
when they conme hone and conplete their
degrees. That woul d be incredibly hel pful.

We are grateful for the restoration of
TAP a few years ago, and certainly the
federal restoration of Pell. But a snall
addi tional investnment could produce big
savings in terns of folks who are successful
when they return hone and don't end up back
in prison.

SENATCOR SALAZAR: Excellent. Thank
you.

One quick question for either or both
of you. |'m hearing concerns from
constituents about proposed cuts to STEP and
CSTEP progranms, which increase access to
STEM health and license fields to students
from underrepresent ed backgrounds.

Coul d you wei gh in about any
justification for those cuts or,
alternatively, what plans exist to ensure
that students fromthose backgrounds,

underrepresented in these fields, are
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entering careers in STEMrelated fields?

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:

Wll, | nmean, | haven't heard about the cuts,
although 1'd love to hear nore from your team
about themto be able to be responsive.

But 1've been tal king about careers a
couple of tines here, so we're very, very
commtted to that, very commtted to making
sure that in STEMfields, right, particularly
with their grow ng and good- payi ng jobs, that
you have a |l ot nore representation of
underrepresented groups -- wonen, fol ks of
col or.

W' ve been building on that pipeline,
so anything that we can work with your office
to make sure that those prograns maintain,
we'll be supportive of that.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
Chancel | or.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl yman Gray.

ASSEMBLYMAN GRAY: Thank you,

Chai r man.

Chancel l ors, great to see you today.
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Thank you for being here. Chancellor King,
t hank you for your aggressive and active
schedule to get out and visit all the
canpuses. That is very much appreci ated.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KI NG  Thank you

ASSEMBLYMAN GRAY: So | just want to
talk -- the Executive Budget continues the
wor kf or ce devel opnent, the enphasis on that,
t he apprenticeship program the
m crocredentials, specifically with the
Qpportunity Prom se program right.

And are we better off -- so community
col |l eges, and |I know sone of ny col |l eagues
have nentioned that today -- conmunity
coll eges are traditionally underfunded by the
state. They're running at about 24 percent,
where statutorily it's a third, a third, a
third. So what that ends up being is that's
nore pressure on tuition.

Are we better off funding conmunity
colleges fully and relieving sonme of the
pressure on tuition?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KI NG  Look, we'd |ove

to build on the Governor's Qpportunity
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Prom se program wi th additional operating
support for the community colleges to support
t hose very high demand wor kforce fiel ds where
enpl oyers, as you know, are desperate for

wel | -trained folks.

ASSEMBLYMAN GRAY: And what about --
so technol ogy coll eges, they're not included
in the opportunity prograns, and they have a
desire because they do sone of the sane
education and training that the conmunity
col |l eges do and the preparation for the
wor kf or ce

s there a reason that they were not
included in that progran? And are you
| ooki ng for -- would you support them being
put into that progranf

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  You know, |
think the Governor's focus was on comunity
colleges for the overall initiative.

But, you know, a place |ike SUNY
Canton is functionally the conmunity coll ege
for their immedi ate region, providing the
path to an associ ate's degree.

So it would be about another one to
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$3 mllion added onto the cost to include the
tech colleges. But they' Il be able to
deliver high-quality prograns for sure.

ASSEMBLYMAN GRAY: kay. Thank you
very rmuch

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Sayegh.

ASSEMBLYMAN SAYEGH: Thank you very
much, M. Chair.

And, Chancellors, always a pleasure to
see you here in Al bany.

Three areas of concern that involve
hi gher education. W recently passed the
"Grow Your Own" initiative that pronotes nore
diversification in the hiring of faculty and
staff.

And, secondly, the need for nore
full-time professors. As a product of both
SUNY and CUNY over the years, |'ve noticed
over the years and decades there's been a
decrease in full-tinme professors. And | know
that with funding and | egislation, there's
been an interest in increasing that.

And the third area, the availability

of seats for prened and nedi cal school, as
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with the shortages that exist we're | ooking
to increase those.

| f you can give nme your conments on
the three areas.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING: Sure. Let ne
start with the full-time faculty.

You know, it's been very helpful to
have the $53 million in recurring funding
that was commtted to grow our faculty across
our institutions. W' ve been able to do
that. Qur split is, | think, roughly 55/45
full-time/part-tinme. Particularly at the
community coll eges there's a greater reliance
on part-tinme faculty.

But we want to continue to grow the
nunber of full-time faculty because they can
contribute so nuch to the canpuses. So the
support of the state is critical to being
able to do that.

In terms of the heal thcare workforce,
we are eager to grow, particularly in the
need for nursing where we know we're going to
see a 40, 000-nurse shortage in a short anount

of tinme. And we hope the CGovernor's
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Qpportunity Prom se program hel ps to
contribute to that.

"1l |eave you sone tine to --

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
Thank you.

And great to see a CUNY alum and
300 students in your district.

Clearly we are commtted to finding
nore full-time faculty to be in front of our
students, and we all know that that is
beneficial for them | think also as we nove
forward -- we've been talking a | ot today
about increasing our capacity to teach areas
of hi gh-demand and areas in STEM And
think that we m ght need, noving forward, to
be nore sophisticated in how we track.
Because for some of those areas we nm ght want
to have a | arge nunber of adjuncts that have
very particul ar expertise in areas. Right?
And they cone fromindustry to help us to
teach, right?

So we wouldn't want to be saying that
we don't want that talent. W' ve had great

success in the last year in bringing those
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practitioners to our canpuses, SO we want to
do that. So | think in the future we need to
begin to dissect that a bit nore.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Si non.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON: Hi . Thank you

very rmuch. | have lots of questions for both
of you. I'msure you're really excited to
know t hat .

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SIMON:  So | want to
t hank you for your testinmony and for all the
work that you' ve been doing to really keep
New Yor kers educat ed.

So | have a question that -- you're
going to be surprised, for both of you --
that -- and as you know, |I'm now chairing
Mental Health. And so one of the things that
we know really sets kids on the path to
mental health is being taught to read.
Because they have good sel f-esteem they feel
confident, et cetera.

And we' ve been working together on

creating a state action plan, which is now
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created, with you folks as well as the
CGovernor's office and State Ed. But it's

not -- the funding needed to get that

critical elenent off the ground in assessing
education prep prograns is not in the
Governor's budget. |'mconcerned that we nmay
have a case of arrested devel opnent of our

pl an.

And so | would |ike to know if you
could comrent on how inportant this is to
nove forward with.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING: As we've tal ked
about many tinmes, | am a passionate supporter
of inplenenting the science of reading.

We' ve got our mcrocredential program at SUNY
New Paltz in the science of reading that has
now been conpl eted by nore than 6, 000

t eachers.

So we're excited to pursue that work.
And | think the state's continued support for
t he science of reading and giving feedback to
our higher ed institutions about where their
progranms are is crucial to that effort.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RCDRI GUEZ:  And
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| echo what Chancellor King says. | nean, in
our case you're very famliar, Brooklyn
col | ege being our main canpus on that space,
and | know that that's very dear to your
heart and to your advocacy. | know that it
is a high priority for the Governor and her
t eam

And | think al so Chancellor King and |
have been on the record that we are nore than
willing to be knocking on sone doors
about philanthropic dollars to al so support
that work too, so it's not just dependent on
what the state might provide in terns of
{unintelligible} -- howinportant that is for
all the reasons that you say about the inpact
that it has on so many things in higher ed
and in enploynment and nental health.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SI MON:  Thank you very
much. | appreciate it.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
Thank you.

CHAI R PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
But t enschon.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BUTTENSCHON:  Thank you.
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And Chancel l or, thank you for being
here today. As you know, clearly | represent
the Utica-Rone area and the concerns of many
of the great institutions. But want to draw
the attention to Upstate and the concerns
that we have there. And clearly they have a
pl an that has been put forward that needs to
be support ed.

My question to you is in regards to
t hat plan, have you seen it? And has your
t eam worked in a manner to nove forward with
how to i npl enent that?

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING Yes, thank you,
Assenbl ywoman for the question. Thanks for
your partnership on Poly and many ot her
efforts in your district.

On Upstate, we work together with
Upstate | eadership on their plan for the
$450 mllion new annex that will provide
energency room additional operating room
capacity and a new burn unit. It's the right
plan. W're grateful that the Governor
i ncluded $200 million in her budget that wll

nove us forward on that project. And we |ook
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forward to ultimately getting the full 450
that we need to conplete that project.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BUTTENSCHON:  Thank you.

CHAIl R\MOVAN KRUECER: Al l right,
foll owup for Chair Toby Stavisky,

t hree m nutes.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Thank you.

First, Chancellor Matos Rodriguez, we
t hank you for your annual Gold Sheet. |It's
a--1 carry it with ne so | can answer the
guestions in the district.

Fol l owi ng up on sone of the questions
that were asked earlier, | thank you for your
accessibility and your willingness to neet
with so many | egislators on a personal basis,
i ncl udi ng yesterday's neeting, which I
t hought was hel pful. Concerning the hate
crinmes, particularly as outlined in
Judge Lippnan's report, there were, | think,
15 or so reconmendations. Can you provide us
with the response of each one in just a
coupl e of sentences, such as acconplished by
such-and-such? I1t's sort of hard to figure

out from what you gave us yesterday the final
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results of your responses to the Lippnman
report. And if we could have it within --

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ: W' d
be delighted to provide that to you, Senator,
and to the nenbers of the commttee.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: |'m sorry, what?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  That
we'll be delighted to provide that --

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Thank you.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ: - -
to the menbers of the conmttee.

SENATCR STAVI SKY: Can we have it,
let's say, by May 1st or sone such date?

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  No
problem yes. Watever date is -- works for
you.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Thank you.

Just a brief chart so that we can see
where -- what you've done and what still has
to be done.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:  And
alot of the work, | think I shared with the
group yesterday, will launch the center who's

going to be the main hub for the
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centralization for the work on supporting
victims, which is sonething that is nmentioned
in the Lippman report, the training that is
done, the working with the faculty.

So I'll be nore than happy to go
t hrough the 13 and provide you that.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Yeah, thank you.

And Chancellor King, follow ng up on
your responses on the financial stability of
SUNY, a couple of years ago you had a list of
19 distressed colleges. Are they still in
financial potentially precarious positions?
In 20 seconds.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  So we think
it's those five that | nmentioned that are --
that had the real structural deficit issues.
Year to year there can be variation in |evels
of deficit spending on a particul ar canpus
using their reserves.

But it's those five that we're nost
concer ned about .

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you. And
congratul ati ons on your fiscal report that

cane out |ast week.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Chair Hyndnan, for
your three-m nute foll ow up.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Thank you,
Chair Pretlow

Li ke Senator Stavisky said, the
Gol d Sheet, | think everyone |I've net with
pull ed out a Gold Sheet. So your college --

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:

Happy to hear that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Your col | ege
presi dents are doing the work.

As | said, |I've nmet with Dean G een of
t he nedi cal school, and glad that has been
separated into standal one and -- | know
you're grateful for the $4 mllion. But when
| met with the dean, she asked for nore. So
| just wanted to know what additional avenues
or what woul d that additional noney be used
for?

And also to Chancellor King, if we
were able to fund the Innovation Fund,
increase it, what would you buil d?

So | only have a few m nutes.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RCODRI GUEZ:  Let
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me just say that | am shocked that you net
with one of my college presidents or deans
and they were asking for nore noney for their
school

(Laughter.)

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ: |
find that to be highly irregular.

But |isten, the nedical school is a
gem And the nodel that we have there of
t aki ng students who begin at Cty College as
freshmen and go through, has proven that it
breaks a | ot of barriers in having probably
t he nost di verse nedical school that we have
in the state, and one producing a record
nunber of physicians of color to work in
underserved communities with all the issues
that we have there, and al so many students
who are dedicated to prinmary care.

Before the allocation | ast year of
4 mllion that was provided in the budget,
there was no support fromthe state for
medi cal school. And we think that that is
sonmet hing that needs to continue to be built

over time. W believe being secure in the
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base of 4 millionis a way to begin and nove
forward

We're al so worki ng on advanci ng
phi |l ant hropi c partners, which are very
interested in the mssion of the school. So
we think that all those things will build up
t he kind of support that the medical schools
need, and we're fully commtted to that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Thank you.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  You know, if we
were able to get 800 mllion in that
| nnovati on Lab Fund, we've identified
projects at each of the four University
Centers that would help with our | eadership
in health sciences and bi ot ech.

So for exanple, at UAl bany they have a
new Heal th I nnovati on and Research Buil di ng
that would allow themto build on their
partnership with Wadsworth and their
| eadership in leveraging artificial
intelligence to address issues of disease
treatnent and cures.

So we think it will be an investnent,

because that $800 million in | abs would help
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us then produce research that woul d draw
federal research dollars as well as corporate
research dollars, and hopefully devel op new

i deas, new patents that could drive economc
devel opnent for the state.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW | want to thank
both of the chancellors, and we're going to
close this section of the hearing. But |
j ust have two conmments.

To Chancellor King, | think you have
to make better deals with the real estate on
your canpuses. W had the discussion --
because | know there is excess property on a
| ot of canpuses and it's being used for
senior housing. But | think you got a raw
deal in that one.

And Chancel | or Rodriguez, I'mon a
quest - -

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ: - -
for the clock

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  The Queensbor ough
cl ock.

CUNY CHANCELLOR MATOS RODRI GUEZ:
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W're onit. That was reported to ne in the

conversation, and we have a full team | ooking

for answers for you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW | appreciate that.

Thank you very much, gentl enen

(Laughter.)

CHAIl RMOVAN KRUECER: And also | didn't
ask questions because |I've had opportunities
totalk to you both. And |I've been texting
some of your staff behind you with questions
all during your testinony.

So thank you for being here today.

CUNY CHANCELLOR NMATOS RODRI GUEZ:
Thank you.

SUNY CHANCELLOR KING  Thank you bot h.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Dr. Cuillerno
Li nares.

(O f the record.)

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Hi, if everyone
coul d take their conversations outside and
then regain your seats if you are staying
with us.

And | egi sl ators, bother the

chancellors out of this room not in the
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room so that we can continue the hearing.

(O f the record.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ready.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Good norni ng,
Chairs Krueger, Pretlow, Stavisky, Hyndman
and esteened nenbers of the Senate and
Assenbly. | amDr. CGuillerno Linares,
presi dent of the H gher Education Services
Cor poration, HESC, joined by our HESC
executive vice president, Doris Gonzél ez.

Today we are pleased to discuss the
2025-' 26 Executive Budget recomrendations and
our collective commtnent to ensuring al
New York State students have access to
education. Through financial support and
di verse opportunities, the comm tnent of
Governor Hochul and this Legislature to
students' success renains steadfast and
visionary. As HESC president, I'"mproud to
wor k al ongsi de Governor Hochul and the
Legi slature to enpower students across New
York State.

At HESC, we nake education affordable

by adm ni stering over 30 grant, schol arship,
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and | oan forgi veness prograns, supporting
nearly 300, 000 students annually. Key
initiatives |like the Tuition Assistance
Program TAP, and the Excel sior Schol arship
enabl e over 182,000 New Yorkers -- 58 percent
of full-tinme resident undergraduate

students -- to attend SUNY and CUNY
tuition-free. This includes 53 percent at
SUNY st at e- operat ed canpuses and 66 percent
at CUNY seni or coll eges.

Governor Hochul's 2025-' 26 Executive
Budget continues to strengthen our state's
hi gher education systemw th 1.03 billion for
HESC fi nanci al aid programns, including over
850 mllion for TAP.

The expansi on of TAP over the past two
years is remarkable. The adjustnent | ast
year to increase TAP' s eligibility thresholds
opens the door to education funding for
approxi mately 93,000 nore students, including
48, 000 students newy eligible for TAP.

Added to that are previous expansions that
made students in non-degree prograns at SUNY

and CUNY community col |l eges, and part-tine
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students taking at |least six credits,
eligible for TAP.

In this budget, Governor Hochul is
sinplifying access to college aid by
consolidating the state's three financial aid
prograns for part-tine students and expandi ng
part-tinme TAP eligibility to those taking as
few as three credits per senester.

Wil e these new investnments aimto
open doors for nore students, it's also vital
to reflect on the lasting inpact of TAP. CQCur
May 2024 TAP Difference Report highlights
that TAP recipients are nore likely to enrol
in four-year institutions, conplete their
degrees qui cker, and graduate, conpared to
t hose who did not receive TAP.

We are seeing firsthand its inpact.
Joshua, a recent graduate of SUNY Al bany who
now wor ks as a SUNY adm ssions recruitnent

advisor, refers to his TAP award as "a
lifeline." Joshua cones froma | owincome
background and said that without this vital
grant he woul dn't have been able to go away

to college. He said that his college
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education isn't just about a degree, but
rat her a gateway towards enpower ment.

Hi s success represents the kind of
out cones we want to replicate thousands of
ti mes over.

Bui I ding on the success of expandi ng
access to higher education through TAP, the
Executi ve Budget takes another significant
step forward by investing in free conmunity
coll ege prograns tailored to neet the needs
of both students and New York's future
wor kf or ce

The Executive Budget includes
$47 mllion to offer free comunity coll ege
at SUNY and CUNY, covering tuition, fees, and
books, for students ages 25 to 55 who are
pursuing first-time associate's degrees in
hi gh-demand fields |ike nursing, teaching,

t echnol ogy, and engi neering, sectors vital to
New York's future workforce needs.

To el evate educational access and
wor kf or ce readi ness, we al so nust address
anot her critical conponent of higher

education success: Ensuring that famlies
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can access the financial aid they need. By
investing in initiatives |ike Universal FAFSA
conpletion, we aimto bridge the financial
gap for thousands of students across

New York, ensuring that no opportunity is

| eft untapped due to uncl ai ned aid.

In 2024, HESC | ed statew de outreach
through initiatives |ike FAFSA Ready; hosted
65 FAFSA-rel ated events and 211 financial aid
wor kshops with 10, 700 attendees, and
introduced the first-of-its-kind New York
St at e FAFSA Ready Training Program equi pping
counsel ors and comruni ty-based partners |ike
the Boys and Grls Club and the New York
State Library Association with the skills to
hel p students with FAFSA and TAP
appl i cati ons.

Qur strategy is working. As of
February 7th, New York State ranked fourth
nationally for the percent of the C ass of
2025 hi gh school students who submitted their
FAFSA applications. Over the last 15 years,
New Yor k has never ranked hi gher than eighth

in this category.
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We have al so expanded our
conmuni cation efforts with nore than
52,000 students who are now receiving text
nmessages rem ndi ng them about financial aid
deadlines. In the past year al one,

3.2 mllion users have visited our website.

Kel I'i e, nmother of Bi nghanton
Uni versity student Emma, shared the
i nportance of those nessages: "GCetting text
rem nders about inportant deadlines has been
a game-changer for our famly. Wth Enma's
busy schedul e at Bi nghanton and everythi ng
el se going on, those tinely texts have nmade
sure we never niss her renewal application.
It’s such a relief!"”

Expandi ng outreach is crucial in
reachi ng our students, but we recogni ze the
need for a nore nodern, efficient systemto
better serve our students, famlies,

counsel ors, and financial aid professionals.

Wth chanber support, HESC remai ns focused on

noder ni zi ng our financial aid application
system W redefined our approach to award

work in a nore increnmental, segmented way,
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rather than issuing a large, nultiyear
contract to one vendor.

This will allow HESC to neet the
evol vi ng needs of students, parents, and
educational partners. W look forward to
keepi ng you updated on this work.

Thanks again to Governor Hochul for
her comm tnment to New York State students and
State Operations Director Kathryn Garci a,
Deputy Secretary of Education Maria
Fer nandez, and New York State Budget
Di rector Bl ake Washington for their support.

Wth continued support fromthe
Governor and Legislature, New York leads in
equi tabl e access to hi gher education,
bui l ding a stronger and nore inclusive state
one student at a tine.

Thank you, and |'d be happy to answer
any questions you nay have.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you,

Dr. Linares.
Assenbl ywoman Hyndman, 10 m nut es.
ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Thank you,

Dr. Linares. Always good to see you
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| have two questions for you. HESC
adm ni sters several schol arships and | oan
forgi veness prograns that incentivize
prof essionals to study or work in New York
How does HESC pronote these prograns so that
t he general public knows about thenf

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Well, we're
fortunate to have a redesigned
state-of-the-art website that, as | said in
the testinony, allows for mllions of
contacts from students, famlies and
New Yor kers at | arge.

We al so have strong partnerships with
bot h university systens, public university
systens. W work closely with Cl CU and APC
We al so have a strong connection with | ower
education, the comm ssioner of education,
because they are the conduit for not just
hi gh school s but through the superintendents
and particularly the gui dance counsel ors.

So we engage aggressively in spreading
the word. W shifted our agency from being a
processi ng agency in the last few years to

focusing primarily on reaching out to
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students and famlies and, by extension,
communities. W work very closely with
nonprofit organi zati ons serving communities
and famlies.

So our strength is really in that
col | aboration but also in leveraging all the
contacts that we have and the approach that
we have, with the very strong commtted team
t hat we have at HESC.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMAN:  So no soci a
nmedi a yet.

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: No, we have
soci al nedi a.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMVAN:  You have
soci al nedi a?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yes. Yes, we

do. W do have -- we have text nessages. W
receive about fifty -- we receive about
52,000 --

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: Fifty-two
t housand students.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: -- students
contacting. W reach out to students and we

ask themto provide their contact
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information, their phone or their email, to
informthem be updated -- update them on any
changes that we have.

So that has been a ganme-changer when
it cones to reaching out to students and, by
extension, famlies.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMVAN:  Ckay.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: W are on al
soci al nmedi as that you have.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMAN:  |'ve gotta
make sure | follow you

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: \Which is
very, very inportant, because all students
are connected to the little tablet.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  As are we,
right?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  And ny | ast
guestion is being that the federal governnent
is in constant change and sendi ng out nenos
and so forth of what changes they'd like to
see inmedi ately, and the tal k has been around
the -- dissolving the Departnent of

Educati on. Even though we know it was an act
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of Congress, there has been tal k of an
executive order.

What if the FAFSA was done away wth,
students weren't able to fill out the FAFSA
forn? How woul d HESC be ready for the State
of New York to nmake sure that students on the
state | evel could have access to all of the
schol arshi ps, particularly TAP?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Let me -- |et
me respond in this way. |In the past years
there's been an effort to sinplify the FAFSA,
and that has brought many, nany chal | enges
national ly, but including our state.

It required for us to go to a
different |evel of engagenent with students
and famlies and with our partners in making
sure that students would engage in filling
out the FAFSA, and with the changes that we
have. | nprovenents have been made, but
nmust say that one of the things that we --
that has helped is the Universal FAFSA
effort, with taking such an effort that, as
my testinony indicated, with being so

successful in filling out the FAFSA
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In 2023 we |ost $225 million with
nmoney | eft on the table because the FAFSA was
not conpleted. So |I'm highlighting that
because right now if you want to get TAP or
if you want to get any other federal help,

t hrough | oans but especially the
Pell program you need to fill out the FAFSA

So | would say right now we are
prepared, with the experience we have, with
t he changes to FAFSA, to really | everage our
experience. But |I'mvery proud of the work
that not just my agency, but across the
board, and with the help of the Legislature
and the Governor's office -- with being able
to |l everage, to bring that noney back

| think what's inportant is the
federal funding that we get is critical for
education, especially higher education. So |
am confident that we will continue to see
that funding com ng our way. |In the
meantime, we are |everaging every single
dollar that we get fromthe Legislature and
t he Governor to get students to take

advantage of it, as we open wi der the doors
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of hi gher education through the TAP program
and al so through the expansion of TAP and al
t he ot her progranms we have.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Ckay, thank
you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Chair Toby Stavi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you. And
t hank you, Dr. Linares, for your service. |
know you sat on the other side of the
m crophone as an Assenbl ynenber and had a
di stingui shed career as a Gty Council nman and
with the mayor's office. So we thank you for
what you're doing at HESC to hel p our
students.

A coupl e of questions. | think you
said that there were 93,000 new applicants or
applicants in that group of famly incone
bet ween 80 and 125, 000.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: All of the
increases with the threshold and with 93, 000
students benefiting fromthe threshold,

i ncluding 48,000 that are newWy eligible

students because of the threshold increase.
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SENATOR STAVI SKY: Right. Right. No,
| think that justifies the increase and the
potential that these students have.

And Chancellor King testified
that -- to a certain nunber.

There are additional CUNY, | guess the
i ndependents and the proprietary. Could you
at a later date just provide me with the
nunbers in that category?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yes, we'll be
happy to provide you with a breakdown.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Yeah, | just think
it justifies the investnent, noney comes back
many tines over.

A coupl e of other questions. Oh,
yeah. How |long does it take -- once the
application is conplete, how |l ong does it
take you to process and notify the student of
t he acceptance or rejection of their
application for TAP?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Well --

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Approxi mat el y.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yeah. Once

an application is submtted, we engage with
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the coll ege that has admtted the student and
the coll ege then needs to certify that the
student has fulfilled all the requirenments of
the college level, and they would give us
then a sense of whether the student has been
adm tted.

Qobviously there is -- there are
requi renents that the students nust neet in
order for themto be admtted, and once that
is done, their college certifies, then we
proceed then with our commtnent to fund the
students once adm tted.

" m going to have --

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Just roughly.

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: | just wanted
to add, Senator, that there's a |lot of
vari abl es. HESC provi des estinmated awards,
so it's not a final nunber. Because
obvi ously students, you know, cone in and say
at the -- you know, they'll file an
application in Cctober but it's not until
i ke March that then the student decides
where they will be attendi ng school.

Al so there are variables that even
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once an application is submtted and
conpl eted, as Dr. Linares says, that there
are -- colleges need to certify the student's
enrol I ment, that they decide to go to the
school that they initially said they woul d,
and they may need to nake changes to that.

And al so the certification is done
after, you know, the | ast drop date for those
classes. So there are a lot of variables
that go into -- fromthe begi nning of an
application to when the student gets the
ul ti mate award.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you.

Real quick, the COpportunity Prograns.
| know you adm ni ster sone, SED adm nisters
others, et cetera. But the Governor proposed
| think it's a $9 mllion cut to the
Qpportunity Prograns. Wat do you think wll
be the result on the nunber of students who
are able to attend college as a result if
this funding is not restored?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yeah, happy
to look into that and give you a response.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Thank you.
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CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
c ark.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK:  Thank you,

Chair Pretlow. And thank you, Dr. Linares,
for being here.

A coupl e of quick questions based on
sort of the Governor's proposed budget.

The first is there is a big cut in the
Excel si or Schol arshi p proposed in her budget.
s that due to just lack of people trying to
apply for it or use it?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Well, | can
say that the Excel sior Schol arship has been a
t remrendous success in so many ways. W now
have cl ose to 27,000 students participating
to help cause the -- you know, it's a
| ast-dol lar program so the cost is
$121 million. | think it's --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK: Are you seeing a
drop in people applying for it, though, at
this point?

HESC PRESI DENT LINARES: | w |l have
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to | ook and see. But it's been, on average,
27. 1t was a little higher before, but right
now it is up there, it's a robust and very
successful program --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK: | just think it
woul d be good to know what enrol |l nent nunbers
are looking |like, given the fact that there
was a proposal to cut it.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yeah, we can
provide that to you

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK: That woul d be
fantastic.

Do you work -- do you ensure al
col |l eges have a plan in place to ensure TAP
students stay on course in ternms of naking
sure they, you know, neet the demands of what
the TAP paraneters are so that they stay in
and receive their noney every year and then
end up graduating? Do you work with coll eges
to ensure that they have a plan to stay on
TAP students to conplete their degrees?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Well, we have
a seanl ess process of engaging colleges with

the process of the paynments due to them --
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ASSEMBLYWOMAN CLARK: But al so naki ng
sure those students stay in the right ngjor
cl asses, that they're matricul ati ng what they
need to do to continue --

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: We're very
focused on the conm tnent that we have to
help themfulfill their financial obligations
and also to conply with a mandate to hel p pay
for college with the funding that each
student qualifies for.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN CLARK: Are you hearing
nore from students as we've raised TAP
eligibility incone and awards but there's
still now this group that's not
Pell-eligible, that is going to maybe receive
some TAP noney, that things |ike room and
board and ot hers have just gotten so
supportive that it's been harder to, you
know, make col |l ege work for thenf

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: All that we
have received is really positive news --

(Time clock sounds.)

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: -- about the

i ncrenent, you know, into the funds.
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ASSEMBLYWOMAN CLARK: | know they're
going to yell. Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Robert Jackson.

SENATOR JACKSON:. Thank you.

And Dr. Linares, thank you for being
here, along with your vice president. Good
to have you both in front of us.

And it seens |ike you're doing a |ot,
based on the statistics that you' ve put in
your statement, and | appreciate that. But
how can we increase it even nore? Wth
respect to many of mny coll eagues who put out
a weekly update el ectronically about things
t hat we have done for the week and things
that are coming up in the near future, how
can you get involved in that process or are
you involved in that process so nore people
are aware of what's avail able through the New
York State Hi gher Education Services Corp.?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Well, the
mai n platformthat we have to rai se awareness
of the existence of the over 30 prograns that

we have is the conpletely renovated website
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t hat we have.

We al so have aggressive outreach
connecting with coll eges and universities,
both public and private. But we al so
interact very closely with | ower education to
help informfamlies and al so students in
trying to prepare to enter the halls of
college. W do that working closely with the
conmi ssi oner of Educati on.

We have one programthat is highly
successful, the GEAR UP program which goes
to students in the seventh grade, about 7,000
students prepare to engage in entering
college. And we take those 7,000 students
through their first year of college.

We engage in that fashion with the
st akehol ders in comunities and nonprofit
institutions as well. The gui dance
counsel ors are key, the social workers, if we
coul d have nore, even nore inportant.

But our partnership with
superintendents through the Departnent of
Education but also with our partners in

hi gher education, we're taking that to new
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hei ghts. Because, you know, unless we have a
seanl ess process of preparing students from
early years in schools, we're not going to
see that pipeline reach coll ege.

The other thing we're doing is it's
not enough to get a student, with the support
of the famly, to enter college. W want to
see them finish and get their degree.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman Ra,
five mnutes.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you.

Good afternoon. Dr. Linares, | want
to ask you about a program-- we've had
conversations about this nmany tines in the
past -- the Child Wl fare Wrker Incentive
Schol arship and the Child Wl fare Wrker Loan
For gi veness Program

But before | ask the question, in the
past your office has provided us with sone
nunbers in ternms of the nunber of
applications that are comng into these

prograns. So if you're able to, after the
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hearing, follow up and give us up-to-date
nunbers on that, that woul d be appreciated.

HESC PRESI DENT LINARES: |'d be glad
to share with you all the specifics with your
guesti on.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: G eat.

As you know, in the past they were
funded at $50, 000 each. Last year the Child
Wel fare Worker I ncentive Schol arship was
funded at $150, 000, which was $100, 000 nore
than the Governor's proposal. So that
information | think would be hel pful to us
when | ooking at, you know, what a proper
anount is so that we are neeting the need and
t he demand for those places. Because these
are individuals, obviously, that we are
trying to recruit into a field that certainly
needs workers.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  The ot her issue that
has come up is with regard to constituents
trying to contact your agency.

My understanding is that you book

appoi ntnments i n advance over the phone to
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assi st students, but | was told as of
February 20th the online system had no
availabilities till March 6th. Does the
agency -- is it staffing? Is it
technol ogi cal ? Wiat can we do to nake sure
students are able to contact the agency in a
timely manner to get assistance?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Well, 1 thank
you for the question. W are currently
working with the OCFS, the Ofice of Children
and Fam |y Services, to bring online once
again the first-level call center. This
woul d all ow us to double the type of response
that we have. W get about 130,000 contacts
on an annual basis. This would bring, with a
call center, that |level to 260,000 contacts.

And so we're working nowto really
have this established shortly.

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: Can | add --

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Pl ease.

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: -- to that?
Yes, that we are -- our goal is to this year,
with the support of the OCFS contract, the

Level 1 support, is that we will once again
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be an agency that will accept incom ng calls.
So that will greatly reduce the frustration
that | think a ot of students felt |ast
year.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Great. That's great
to hear. You know, obviously we've nade |
think great strides in the state in terns of
a lot of our aid prograns, and | just want to
make sure we can hel p those students sign up
so.

Excel si or Schol arship. The Governor
has a proposal to conbine the
Excel si or Schol arship and t he Excel si or
Tuition Tax Credit paynments to SUNY and CUNY
to sinmplify and streanline the award paynent.

Do you know, are there any eligibility
requi renents that are changing, or is it just
basically stream ining these prograns
t oget her ?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: It's
sinmplifying. Right now !l believe we do two
paynents and we want to sinplify it to make
it one paynment. There is no budgetary i npact

of this, it is sinply making it easier for
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school s.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Ckay. And as you
know, you know, the Excel sior Schol arship,
while it was sold as, you know, something
that was going to benefit -- you know, and it
benefits a good nunber of students. But it
really is TAP, at the end of the day, that is
what is providing essentially, you know, a
free tuition experience for our students.

So do you know at this point, though,
what -- | believe it used to be somewhere
around 200, 000 students were going to SUNY
basically tuition-free under TAP, and nmaybe
10 percent of that nunber under Excel sior.

Do you know what those nunbers are at this
poi nt ?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: | had
nmenti oned 27,000 students benefit currently
fromthe program

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  1've run out of tine,
but thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Webb, are you here? She sent

nme a note saying she wanted to ask; | guess
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she hasn't gotten back in the room

Then 1'mgoing to take ny tinme now.
Thank you.

So do we track what the rate of
default on loans is now and how we are doi ng
in conparison to previous years?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Are you
referring to -- | didn't hear the --

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: The default rate
on student | oans.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: OCh. W
shifted, as a guaranty agency, to our
portfolio. So that's being closed out as of
March 31st. So that was transferred, all the
portfolio was transferred to Trellis through
t he Departnent of Education, so we're no
| onger engaged with -- we're focusing
primarily, our main enphasis is on the
adm ni stration of the grants and schol arshi ps
| oan focusing program

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: So you don't have
an ability to track the data on whether the
default rate is going up or down or on what

ki nds of colleges? You think that woul d be




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

169

t he Departnent of Education?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: As we
transition we can look into -- we can | ook
into that to share any information that we
have. But we're no |onger, at this point,
engaged as a --

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: | knew you were
no longer the structured entity --

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yeah. Yeah.
But we can | ook -- we can | ook and see --

CHAIl RWOVAN KRUEGER: And you're
suggesting the State Education Depart nment
woul d know that? |s that what | heard you
say?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: No, |'m
saying -- no, the Departnent of Education at
t he federal |evel

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  The f eder al
| evel , okay.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yes. Yes.
Yes.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  And in the sane
vein, do we know what the debt rate of the

students graduating colleges in New York are,
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and whet her that's going up or down?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: W don't have
that, but we can | ook and get back to you.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  And woul d that in
theory al so be federally tracked only, not
tracked here in the state?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: W -- we --
when we were a guaranty agency, that was
sonet hing that we woul d handl e because it was
with a default service contract that we had,
as a guaranty agency.

But we no | onger engage --

CHAIl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: That's why |'m

aski ng, because | renmenber fromyears ago we
used to be able to get that kind of data.
And then | was listening to ny coll eagues
aski ng you questions, and we net the other
day, and | was thinking, Ch, we never see
data |i ke that anynore.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: We're no
| onger a revenue-generating agency at this
poi nt .

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: Yeah, and we

are scheduled as Dr. Linares said, to finish
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the transition by the end of March,
March 31st. And |ike what we're doing right
now, | know it sounds |ike why aren't you
done yet, but there were a ot of nmaterials
that had to be reviewed so that we had the
accurate information to transfer over to the
agency that's going to, you know, take over
this part of it.

So we're right now just doing cl eanup.

CHAIl R\MOVAN KRUECER:  And that's
supposed to be the federal Departnent of
Educati on.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yes.

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER: Except we m ght
be |l osing the federal Departnent of
Educati on.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: No, the
Depart ment of Education at the federal |evel
has been engaged with -- we had the, you
know, the contract and that was transferred
conpl etely through them

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: And it's the
Guaranty Agency Financial Report that we're

going to be submitting to USDCE by the end of
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March. So they'll have all the information.
CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: And again, not a
fair question for you, but if I read the
papers right, we mght not even have said
federal agency to accept a report or track
any of this data going forward, which I think
should be a bit of a concern for all of us.
HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yes.
CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: And | guess |
will ask simlar questions of the chancell or
when she cones up next, because God knows
what's happening at the federal level. But I
think that those are reasonabl e questions for
us here in New York to want to know, right --
HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yes. Agreed.
CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: -- are students
facing larger or smaller default rates on
student loans, as it mght get harder and
harder to get them and are we seeing our
students graduating with |arger or snaller
debt levels than in conparison to the past?
Because we know that that is a huge burden on
col | ege students, affects whether or not they

decide to go to college, stay in college,
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choose di fferent career paths based on how
| arge a debt they face.
So | think it's really inmportant data
for us all to have and be able to use --
HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: | agree.
CHAIl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  -- in thinking
t hrough policy for the future.
HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: | agree a
hundred percent.
CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Thank you.
CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you for
your worK.
Assenbl y.
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.
W' ve been joi ned by Assenbl ywonan
Chandl er - Wat er man and Assenbl ywoman Griffin.
And the next person is Jo Anne Sinobn
ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.
Thank you for your testinmony. And
it's always good to see you -- classmates, as
it were.
So | have a question for you along the

lines of sone others. But as you know, the
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U. S. Departnent of Education used to have al

t hese different |oan servicers and now

t hey' ve consolidated nany nore of them But
on February 14th the acting deputy secretary
for civil rights sent out a not so |ove
letter to institutions really kind of turning
the 14th Anendnent on its head and appl yi ng

t he Harvard adm ssions case to all manner of
cl ai ns.

|"mvery concerned that this wll
i npact the availability of noney in the
system and repaynent ternms in the servicing
of those loans. Can you tell nme what you
think m ght be in store?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Any reduction
of funding fromthe federal level is bound to
have an inpact on our mi ssion collectively to
really hel p educate our students.
notw thstanding all the efforts on your
behal f and on the Governor's to increase
funding, particularly with TAP.

But, you know, when | highlighted al
the efforts that we took to make sure that we

bring to New York the 225 mllion that we
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| ost in 2023 sinply because the FAFSA was not
being filled out, it goes to respond in how
critical every penny, every cent is to really
get a student that enters college to the
finish line without having to borrow. Which
is, you know, the biggest challenge that we
still have because, you know, the noney that
we have avail able can only take you so far
based on your famly incone.

So anything that will dimnish what
we're getting fromthe federal level wll
have a big inpact on our efforts.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN S| MON:  Because the
banks make the | oans, the guaranteed student
| oans. So ny question is | guess whether you
think the banks will start reducing the
anount of |oans that they give because of
t heir concerns.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: That's --
that's quite a question. That's a question
that is hard to respond to. But still it
will be detrinental, because at the end of
the day if the only thing standi ng between a

student is a snmall loan that they will make,
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it will be inpacted. They won't get the
degree unless they get it.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat or ?

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Webb.

SENATOR WEBB: Well, nowit's
afternoon. Good afternoon.

So | just wanted to -- and thank you
for all of your work. | wanted to lean in --
| know we' ve been spending a lot of time in
the Legislature nost certainly trying to
expand access for workforce devel oprent,
especially in the area of healthcare and of
course agriculture. In the Governor's budget
there's a proposal to decrease funding for
the nursing faculty schol arship program and
then also with 50,000 for the New York Young
Farmers Loan Forgi veness I ncentive Program

G ven how critical those two service
areas are, can you tal k about what the
i npacts of those decreases would be?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Well, if |
under stand your question, the faculty --

SENATOR WEBB: The nursing faculty --
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HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: The nursing

faculty. W have 90 students receivVing

funding for -- through that schol arship, and
t hey upon graduation will becone faculty in
the school. So that is set to proceed based

on what the schol arshi p provides.

Do you want to add anyt hi ng?

SENATCR WEBB: But the decrease, what
will that effect ook like with the decrease
in funding for that progranf

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Well, right
now we proceed with the allocated funding
t hat was designated by the Legislature and
the Governor. So we inplenent the program
And it involves 90 students.

SENATCR WEBB: So at the nost, 907

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Students,
yeah.

SENATCR WEBB: And for the New York
Young Farnmer Loan Forgi veness Program how
many students woul d that decrease of $50, 000
in funding -- how many students woul d be
i npacted by that proposed cut?

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: | will get back
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to you with the nunber of students currently
participating. But it is a very small --
very snall nunber.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: It's very
small. It's limted to $50, 000.

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: It's a tiny
anount .

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yeah. That's
limting as it is.

SENATOR WEBB: But | would say just
gi ven, you know, nost certainly sone of the
federal cuts that we' ve been seeing,
especially in the area of agriculture and
nost certainly in healthcare, any investnents
t hat we can make that nove us in an increase
i s al ways appr eci at ed.

In my area | have a nunber of farns in
my district, not exclusively, but I
definitely wanted to |ift that up. So if you
coul d get those nunbers to ne, that would be
great. |'d appreciate it.

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: Yeah.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: | would say

al so that's where the expansion of the
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part-tinme program and the enphasis on the
Qpportunity Schol arship comes in, in
respondi ng to that concern that you share.

SENATOR WEBB: (kay. Thank you bot h.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Giffin.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GRI FFI N Thank you,
Chair. And thank you to you both for being
here.

| have a couple of questions. On the
Excel si or Schol arship, did you say that only
27,000 students are in that programin the
state? Is it only 27,0007

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: |'m sorry?

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GRIFFIN:  Did you,
before -- Assenbl ynan Ra asked. And was that
correct, did | understand it correctly that
only 27,000 students are on the Excel sior
Schol arship in the state?

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: For '23-'24
yes.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yes, the
'23-'24 academ c year we had 27,000. Which

is consistent with how the program began.
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It's been maintaining itself at that |evel,
yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GRIFFIN:  And is
there -- | have never nmet a student in ny
district who is part of the Excel sior
program Can we get any information |ike on
t he anpbunt of students who are in that
schol arship programin our district?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Sure. W can
| ook into that and provide you information on
it.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GRI FFI N Ckay,
terrific.

And then ny other question is with
the -- you know, the changes in TAP, which
were wel conme, you know, the TAP increases, |
just wondered, do famlies and students know
about all of the options they may have, |ike
Excel sior, TAP, like all the different
opti ons?

And does Hi gher Ed ever cone to any of
t he school districts or sonetines it's
regional, sonmetines like I'"'m-- | represent

8021 on the South Shore of Nassau County.
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Sonetimes there's a countyw de Col | ege Day,
or sonetinmes there's a College Day for both
counties on Long Island. And | wondered,
does Higher Ed -- | have four kids, we went
to those. | don't renenber if Hi gher Ed was
there. Do you ever go to those and you're
there to provide information to fam|lies?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: W do.

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: Yes.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: W engage in
offering training. W also engage in
attendi ng events, particularly |arge events.
W're a small er agency, but we have a big
heart and big outreach. That's why we rely a
| ot on our collaboration, especially with the
St ate Departnment of Education, because they
have the | arge network and the
superintendents and so forth.

So we al so engage with digital
neeti ngs and connecting. W have different
types of ways of approaching directly
students and famlies. And we al so engage
wi t h gui dance counsel ors and col | ege

adm nistrators at the sane tine.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN GRI FFIN: Ckay. Thank
you very much

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES:  Sure.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Seawri ght.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SEAWRI GHT:  Thank you.

It's great to see both of you today.

| have a question for Dr. Linares.
How i s your agency hel ping senior citizens?
| s there assistance with them applying for
ai d? And does TAP apply?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: On your
second question, definitely they qualify for
TAP, as nobst New Yorkers, as |long as they
neet the criteria.

We engage particularly with the
vul nerabl e popul ati ons, which, you know,
seniors are. \Wenever we see a senior get
back into the classroomin higher ed, | think
that's celebrated |ike by everybody.

So we do take note of this,
particularly working closely with our
partners, to make sure that they receive not

just the information that they need but al so
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they're aware of the options available to
t hem

W do that also with those who have
disabilities, and also with those who have
limtations with |anguage as well. So we're
sensitive to vul nerabl e popul ati ons.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SEAWRI GHT:  That was ny
next question, people with disabilities.

Thank you very much

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Kel | es.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN KELLES: Thank you so
much.

| have a handful of questions; ['lI
try to get through them quickly.

My understanding is that HESC uses an
applicant's incone fromtwo years prior to
t he school year in determning TAP. |Is that
right?

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: Yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: So is there a
mechani smin place to adjust TAP fundi ng when
their incone changes, a famly nmenber | oses a

job or, you know, sone unforeseen issue
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happens?

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: There is a way
to do that, but it depends where they are in
the process. So, you know, it's hard to say
exactly when it would happen --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: But not for
eligibility.

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: Excuse ne?

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Not for
eligibility? Like if that happens within
that two-year period, they are --

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: There are
changes that can be made, but it will depend
on where that application -- you know, where
it is in the process.

So if it's at the end of the school
year and the student has been certified by
the coll ege or the university, then, you
know, that's their final -- that's going to
be their final --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: So we don't
really have a nechanism (kay, thank you

And in 2023 we nade the part-time TAP

eligible for mcrocredentials. |'mcurious
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to hear how that's going, if we have seen an
increase in participation in
m crocredenti al s.

You don't have to answer that al
here, but 1'd love to see sone data on usage
of TAP for mcrocredentials.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: The
part-tinme, the part-tine students?

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Correct.

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: The non- degr ee.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: The
non-degree? | believe we had 4,200 students
receiving --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: We can
foll owup. Three mnutes go by really fast.

Anot her question. Wat happens to
sonmeone's TAP or Excelsior funding if they
take a | eave of absence? M understanding is
that they have a set nunber of -- period of
ti me and we assess whether there's |ike,
progressing. But we've seen a significant
amount of increase of nental health issues,
physi cal health issues.

So do we adjust? Do we allow for tine
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for themto take a | eave of absence? O do
t hey get penalized because they're stil
within a restricted period of tinme to be
eligible for Excel sior?

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: It woul d be
reviewed with the college on a case-by-case
basis, | would say.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: But we do
actually allow for room for adjustnent for
that? O is there a set nunber of senesters
t hat --

HESC PRESI DENT LINARES: |f there are
extenuating circunmstances inpacting the
student s?

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: Yeah.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Yeabh.

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: | will confirm
with you.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: We can fol | ow
up on that. Thank you so much

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: Sure.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
Chandl er - Wt er man.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CHANDL ER- WVATERMAN:
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Thank you, Chair.

And thank you to the panelists today.

| just wanted to know, like with --
because | have four kids, two in college, one
graduated from coll ege, and there's al ways
some chal l enge where it's very stressful for
the students to go through the process of
TAP, FAFSA, these grant applications.

What coordi nated efforts between you
t he school, and your jurisdiction do you have
to make to sinplify, you know, certain things
that's happening nore readily than others
that can make it nore easier for a student
goi ng through this process?

Because these are wonderful grant
programs, but if you don't -- if you're
havi ng probl ens navigating or, you know, how
you putting things forward may not be
presented in the best way for -- to get these
appl i cations, how do you support or reconmend
support in these areas?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: W pl ace a
| ot of enphasis in engagi ng on an ongoi ng

basis with school counselors and al so when
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the students are in college, also connecting
with the coll ege advisors as well.

We do that on an ongoi ng basis because
we understand how inportant it is to try to
i nform students about the options that they
have, but also to nake sure that they are
getting what they're entitled to in ternms of
what we have available in ternms of funding
for them

But it is key that we continue to
engage with those who support -- or sonetines
it's not just the guidance counselors, it's
sonetimes through the famly, connecting with
the famly as well. Because the famly is a
t remendous support to those students with
what ever chal |l enges they face. And with that
al so, all the institutions that support in
the community, we -- we enphasize a lot in
connecting with the network of support,
nonprofit institutions that support famlies
wi t hin the nei ghborhoods or the regi ons where
t hose students are attending.

So it's an ongoi ng process. W also

work closely with social workers when there
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is that connection nade with them But
again, we rely on the relationships and the
partnerships that we have with both systens,
the public and the private.

ASSEMBL YWOVAN CHANDL ER- WATERMAN:
kay. Is there a catal og of services witten
down to support famlies and students, |ike
something in witing? | know you're saying
that there's a | ot of supportive systens. |Is
that in one place?

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: W' |l be gl ad
to provide to you the multiple trainings that
we have geared for students and famli es.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CHANDLER- WVATERVAN: Al |
right, thank you. | look forward to seeing
t hat .

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: | woul d add
that if students can sign up for text
nessages, that's the best way.

ASSEMBL YWOVAN CHANDL ER- WATERNMVAN:

Ckay, thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you. Thank

you both. This ends this section of the

hearing. And | want to thank you for al
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that you do, Dr. Linares.

HESC PRESI DENT LI NARES: Thank you.

HESC EX. VP GONZALEZ: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  And for her second
time, Dr. Betty Rosa.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  The encore
per f or mance.

(Pause; off the record.)

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Good nor ni ng.
No? No, good afternoon. No, it's not
eveni ng, don't be ridicul ous, although you
don't know in this room

Hi, everyone. Thanks for being with
us. And Chancellor, do you want to introduce
everyone or do you just want to speak and
roll along? Wichever you |ike.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: 1'mgoing to
do the introduction in the testinony -- |
mean in the (show ng).

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: | under st and.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Ckay.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUECER:  Ten minutes for

t he chancel |l or.
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NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Ckay. So
first of all, thank you for the opportunity.
So I"'mgoing to say good afternoon,

Chairs Krueger and Pretlow, Stavisky and
Hyndman. So good afternoon to all. |I'm

Dr. Betty Rosa, New York State Conm ssioner
of Education -- I'mstill called "chancellor"
a lot of tines.

|"m pl eased to be joined today by
Seni or Deputy Conmi ssioner of Educati onal
Policy Dr. Jeffrey Matteson, to ny left;
Deputy Conmi ssioner of the O fice of Special

Educati on and Access Ceyl ane Meyers-Ruff, to

his left. It's inportant to note that
ACCES-VR at this time -- | just want to nmake
a cooment -- and O fice of Special Education

are now one unified office working to ensure
t hat school districts and transition
coordi nators are know edgeabl e about
vocational rehab services, so let nme state
that right up-front.

Deputy Conmi ssioner for the Ofice of
H gher Education Dr. WIIliam Mirphy. And
Dr. David Ham|ton, OP, assistant
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conmi ssi oner for the Ofice of Professions.
And also Dr. Christina Coughlin, who will be
| ooki ng at some of the issues and questions
about our fiscal health.
The overarching goal of the Education
Departnment -- and | also want to
acknow edge -- | know that our Chancellor and
our Board of Regents are watching, so | do
want to acknowl edge not only their support,
but the overarching goal of education and the
Board of Regents is to advance educati onal
equity, access and opportunity for al
New York State students. Qur budget requests
are built to deliver on this urgent m ssion.
The Executive Budget proposal includes
the Coll ege in H gh School Qpportunities
program whi ch expands dual - enrol | ment
progranms that allow high school students to
t ake col | ege courses, saving time and noney.
The proposed budget allocates 14 mllion to
create a new College in H gh Schoo
Qpportunity Fund, significantly expanding
t hese prograns statew de. New prograns w | |

require partnershi ps between districts and
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hi gher education institutions, offering

students a chance to earn at | east 12 credits

aligned with degrees and careers with
hi gh-qual ity acadeni ¢ support.
Currently the state funds three
dual -enrol | mrent progranms but fewer, and |
want to state this, fewer than 2 percent of
New Yor k hi gh school students participate in
Smart Schol ars, Smart Transfer and P- TECH
The Executive Budget proposes to
transfer -- | just want to state right
upfront -- the oversight of |icensing of

certain health-related professions fromthe

department's O fice of the Professions to the
State Departnment of Health. W strongly urge

you to reject this proposal and stand with us

as we work to uphold our conmtnent to
saf equardi ng public health and safety. W
have been absol utely working with our
commi ssi oner partner Departnent of Health,
Jim McDonald. And we will continue to do
such.

Now we nove to the proposals we are

advocating for that were not included in the
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Executi ve Budget.

We requested perm ssion for the Ofice
of the Professions to allocate 1.6 mllion in
addi tional revenue fromexisting fees. This
funding will support the success of the
noder ni zati on program which al so enabl es the
office to continue its core responsibilities
in licensure, registration and discipline,
ensuring public protection.

We're also requesting a 16.9 mllion
i ncrease for additional Qpportunity Prograns,
whi ch provide critical pathways and support
for our students. This includes the Science
and Technol ogy Entry Program for high school
students and the Coll egi ate Science and
Technol ogy Entry Program both designed to
i ncrease the nunber of economcally
di sadvant aged students prepared for coll ege
and careers in math, science, technol ogy,
health and |icensed professions.

The Liberty Partnership Prograns, LPP
of fer conprehensive pre-coll ege and dropout
prevention services to youth in urban, rural

and suburban communiti es across New York
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State. The Hi gher Education Cpportunity
Program HEOP, supports students who woul d
ot herwi se be unable to attend a postsecondary
educational institution due to their
educati onal and econom c circunstances.

We are al so requesting an additional
2 mllion to enhance support and services for
students with disabilities in postsecondary
education. This investnent will not only
ensure their academ c success but also help
create greater enploynent opportunities for
them W stress this because a lot of tines
our students with educational needs need to
transition from high school, which a |ot of
t hem have I EPs, to being in college but need
the kind of support in order to be
successful .

The State Education Departnent, in
addi tion, requires adequate funding for
mai nt enance, enhancenent and repairs. CQur
bui | di ng has been in trenmendous need. W
recently had a serious situation in terns of
wat er damage, and we are still living with

that and had to relocate staff. Wile we
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appreciate the 20 mllion allocated in the
Executive Budget for these repairs, a nore
accurate estimate of the necessary work is
closer to 40 mllion.

Moving on to the Bureau of Proprietary
School Supervision, the departnment needs
additional staff to effectively oversee these
school s and ensure the quality of education
and safety of the students who are enrolled
in these prograns. SED is requesting
authorization to transfer funding fromthe
Tui ti on Rei mbursenent Account to the Bureau
of Proprietary School Supervision Account, at
a maxi mum of 750, 000 per year. This funding
woul d pay for seven staff that would increase
our ability to identify schools that are in
danger of closing due to financial deficit,
and also to ensure the quality and conpliance
of direct health training and neet the
Department of Health program requirenents.

IT. In order to support all areas of
t he departnent’'s work, including higher
education, we are requesting funding for the

next phase of the department's IT
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transformation, including upgrades to our
state aid and data systens and fundi ng for
staffing that will enable us to serve
school s, institutions of higher education,
and licensed professionals nore efficiently
and effectively.

Finally, the New York State Miuseum and
the Ofice of Cultural Ed are naking
significant strides to advance criti cal
projects even in the face of the serious
chal | enges posed by an outdated and
unpredi ctabl e funding nodel. This financial
instability has led to a persistent
multi-mllion-dollar deficit projected to
exceed 7 mllion by March 2026.

We have proposed alternative
sust ai nabl e fundi ng nmethods to safeguard the
State Museum Library and Archives. W urge
you to consi der adopting either one of these
opti ons.

Hi gher education has a significant
i mpact on the cultural |andscape. W are
actively exploring opportunities within our

own Museumto expand research and teacher
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preparation prograns, drawi ng inspiration
froma successful nodel at the Anerican
Museum of Natural Hi story, which we nmet with
the president yesterday. And we have been
continuing to work with himand the staff to
ensure that the teacher residency programis
one of those that is part of our
conversations. Wth our public progranm ng
thriving, we look forward to building on
their success and | everagi ng our uni que
resources to create additional new and
i nnovati ve prograns.

| also would like to say that in the
| ast two weeks, especially |ast week
during -- when schools were cl osed, our
students had opportunities, and our fanmlies
and our communities, to really get to the
Museum and we have sone displ ays and
obvi ously a brochure to share with you of how
our children's focus is an active, exciting
part of this conversation. So nore than glad
to share, at the end of this presentation,
how we are turning this into a conmunity, an

active focus for children, parents and this
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comunity.

| thank you for this opportunity.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

And in the absence of Chair Pretl ow,
we wll be starting with the Assenbly
Education chair for 10 m nutes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Thank you,

Chair Krueger. Thank you, Dr. Rosa, to you

and your team | feel |ike ny coll eague
who's not here, Khal eel Anderson: | have a
bill --

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  -- regarding
the transfer to funding for the Tuition
Rei mbur senent Account. | know everyone knows
nmy history regardi ng BPSS and the work that

they do, and so |I've been told by staff that

the "no" that we received previously fromthe
Governor, | think we may have a workaround.
So we'll work on that to increase additional

staffing in that departnent.
Because of the work that they do and

because of the audit that they received,
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t hi nk when you work with not enough staff, as
SED has been doing for years, the output is
only as good as those enpl oyees that do the
heavy lifting. And | thank the entire SED
for the work that they do and all the
unfunded nandates and bills that we pass in
our houses.

In regards to the -- | was able to
neet with students with disabilities |ast
week. And understandi ng that the executive
proposal would cut $2 mllion, what are your
nost recent estimates of the nunber of
students that the funding currently serves?
And has that need grown, and if so, by how
much?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Yeah, so |et
nme say this. Qur -- we're going to give you
t he exact nunber, and it really works out to
be about $40 per student, even if we were
able to get the noney that we had | ast year,
which was four -- we had 4 mllion | ast year,
and that was as a result of certain of our
| egi slators who really conmmtted to this.

And we have to think about not
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retrofit, but fit, that our higher ed
institutions have to be open and have the

ki nds of resources and have the kind of
support in order for all -- all neans all --
all of our students to succeed.

So we have been asking for --
actually, we would like it to be nore than
the 6 mllion because we know that there's a
tremendous need for the nunber of students
that participate. But we al so understand
that in many cases we al so have to do a great
deal of work in professional devel opnent and
support and staff that really work with our
students to nake sure that they have a sense
of identifying their needs, but al so
benefiting fromthese resources. So --

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF: So the
current nunber of students with disabilities
t hat have self-identified is 10,000. That
nunber is grow ng every year, 10,000
students -- I"'msorry, it's 100, 000. |
apol ogi ze. It's 100, 000 students.

(Overtalk; mc out.}

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER MURPHY:  -- grown
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about 15 to 20 percent in recent years from
like the high 70,000s. W're nowup to |ike
92, 000 pl us.

And as you know, |ike the
subal | ocations actually go to SUNY, CUNY and
t he i ndependents so they're able to work with
whet her they want to do training or bring in
technol ogy supports. But | will say like if
you | ook at |ike between 40 and 60 dollars
per postsecondary student with disabilities,
obviously it doesn't go, you know, as far as
we would want it to go, yeah

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Especial ly
wi th equi prment. You know, Assenbl ywonan,
when you think about the technology that's
out there today and the kind of equi pnent
that really can support students benefiting
and bei ng successful and going to the centers
and maki ng sure that they truly feel that
this equi pnent and the staffing and the sense
of bel ongi ng and wel com ng and bei ng part of
the higher ed institution needs to really
becone part of the fabric, not an add-on.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN: | know it's
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not in your report, but can you tell nme what
is the budget for VR, ACCES-VR?

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS-RUFF: It's around
126 mllion for VR

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  And how many
students do you serve annual ly?

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF:  The
percentage grows every year. W're a little
over 50 percent of the custonmers are
students, and we're defining students between
the ages of 14 to 21.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  And t he
reason for the 14 is the transition.

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF:  Yes. Yes.
In our state -- in the state plan that's
submtted to the Rehabilitation Services
Adm ni stration, every state has to define
their starting age. And so because the
Commi ssion for the Blind starts at 14, we
agreed that we would start at 14 as well.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMVAN:  And what is
the tinme frane between an institution, you
know, accessing or applying and actually

recei ving noney from VR?
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DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF: So when you
say an institution, are you talking about
custoners or are you tal king about the
enhanci ng supports and services initiative?

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  The cust oners.

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF: (kay. So
it -- we -- according to federal regul ations,
there are sone very specific tinmelines: 60
days to make a person eligible for services.
And then after a person is eligible, 90 days
to create their enploynment plan.

W are -- we've done a |ot of work,
we' re averagi ng around 30 to 45 days per
application to make you eligible, and then
we' re around 60 days for devel opi ng your |PE
A lot of that has to do with providing the
docunents in a tinmely manner, getting
assessments and psychol ogi cals from
psychol ogists. So there are a | ot of
factors, but on average we are definitely
wi thin the federal requirenents.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMVAN:  |' m t hi nki ng
about all of the -- you talk about there's a

| ot of students graduating from high school
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with an | EP and not know ng the course,
parents not know ng the options they have
because it's not a CED task, it's not a high
school diplonma, and sonetinmes they find VR
you know - -

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF:  And
sonetimes they don't.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMAN:  -- a rather
roundabout way. So, you know, hopefully they
do. And then the additional docunentation
again that's required for famlies, which is
why | asked the questions, because sonetines
even if they don't find our offices, a lot --
not every high school counselor is always
well versed in the prograns that the state --
as we were just talking about, that the state
offers.

And so how do you, with the -- is
t here outreach --

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF:  Yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMAN:  |s there a
budget for that to rmake sure?

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF:  Yes. But

this gets back to the comm ssioner's conments
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in her testinmony. This is the reason why we
unified the Ofice of Special Ed with
ACCES-VR. The vision is a seanl ess
transition from secondary high school into
adult career services.

The truth of the matter is that
transition really starts at Early
I ntervention, through the transition to
pre-K, special ed, into K-12 and into adult
services. Al along the way at these various
transition points famlies need information
about what is the future for their child and
how do they connect to services. Then we
have a package of services in what we cal
pre-enpl oyment transition services that are
really neant to allow students to explore
career options -- what are you interested in,
what mght you |ike, work opportunities, work
experi ences.

So by having these two offices within
State Ed working nore closely together and
provi ding joint guidance to the field, we can
get nore information to famlies. W do, at

t he voc-rehab | evel, have counsel ors assi gned
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to schools and they go into schools and they
neet with famlies and staff. But we
recogni ze that everyone doesn't get the

i nformation.

And so the work that we're now doi ng
as a conbined office is to address that very
i ssue.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  And | anguage
access within VR howis that?

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS-RUFF:  So we are
using actually sonme assistive technology to
help with translation services. W've had
sone success with that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Ckay, thank
you.

NYSED COWM SSI ONER ROSA:  And
Assenbl ywoman, to enphasi ze, at the
foundational level. Meaning that for a | ong
time we had the Ofice of Special Ed on one
side, even in the departnent.

So when you had these babies starting
zero to 3, 3to 5, in -- sone of them not
even in inclusive types of settings -- this

is an incredi ble opportunity to start at that
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point, to start working with famlies to
really do the journey with, alongside of
famlies that need to understand that the
early stages, in the mddle school, when they
enter high school with transition and all the
way through, as a P-20 process. So that's
what we have advanced.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Ckay, |'11
come back with nmy other questions when | have
enough time. Thank you, Chair.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Next up is our chair, Toby Stavisky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you.

Thank you, Comm ssioner, and to your
deputies, particularly Dr. Ham Iton for being
so accessi bl e when | have sonme questions.

The Governor, as you know, proposed
transferring sone of your professions to the
Departnment of Health. |In your opinion, are
they better qualified to assess both the
applications for licensure, the program
approval s, et cetera?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: Wl I, let me

start with -- Senator, we've been doing --
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obvi ously, you know, the fact that we've been
doing this for 134 years is a start.

But we have really been -- you know,
when you think about expertise and when you
t hi nk about not trying to fragnent, you know,
t he professions and not trying to necessarily
engage in a situation that we have been
wor ki ng so hard at inproving not only the
safety and the quality of response to the
field, we really, truly believe that this
suggestion, reconmendation, decision is not
one that's in the best interests of the
publi c.

So with that, Dr. Ham |ton?

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HAM LTON:  Thank
you, Comm ssioner. Thank you, Senator.

We have highly qualified, well-trained
and very experienced staff who eval uate
education frominternational progranms and
fromdonmestic progranms to determne if people
neet the requirenents. W have board offices
that hel p guide the practice of the
professions in terns of working with our

counsel and others to make sure that there
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are practice alerts and guidelines. W have
prof essi onal discipline that takes care of
the public safety.

So we have an entire team And to
start trying to figure out how we break part
of that team apart to send sone people to the
Departnment of Health to deal with nedicine --
which is an inportant profession, but it's
one that we've been doing well and doing for
a long tine.

So we don't see the need for this type
of change.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you.

How | ong does it take to process,
let's say, an application for |icensure once
all of the credentials are submtted?
Appr oxi mat el y.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER HAM LTON: Once
all the credentials are submtted, we get
t hose individuals Iicensed within two weeks.
And | ast year we |icensed about 97, 000
peopl e, conpared to 50,000 just in 2019.

So our volunme's gone up, but thanks to

the investnents fromthe Legislature letting
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us spend noney to add staff, we've been able
to inprove our services as well as working on
t he noderni zation, which will help the entire
system nove even better.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you. And
t hank you for what you're doing.

The commi ssi oner nentioned sone of the
OQpportunity Prograns in response to the
Assenbl ywoman' s questions. The Governor has
proposed a cut to all of the Cpportunity --
or many of -- sone of the Cpportunity
Prograns adm ni stered by SED, others by HESC.

What woul d be the effect -- | asked
this question of Dr. Linares before. Wat
woul d be the effect on the student popul ation
of such cuts to CSTEP and HEOP and Li berty,
all of the Qpportunity Prograns?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So let ne
start by saying, Senator, that in a tine when
we are looking to increase the footprint in
hi gher education, at a tine when we're
| ooking not only just to increase the
footprint but also increase the footprint of

many types of individuals who have not had
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the opportunity to be part of the | andscape
of hi gher educati on.

| think that this kind of a decision
really in many ways i npedes having the kind
of increase of not only the diversity of
students but al so supporting higher
education. As we're tal king about -- earlier
today we tal ked about the increase of having
i ndi vi dual s be part of higher education. And
t hen when you di m ni sh any popul ation, you're
going to obviously see that in terns of these
prograns, because these prograns support,
financially support individuals who would
have a challenging time paying -- paying and
havi ng the support system and resources.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER MURPHY:  Yeah, and
just to add a little bit to that, for HEOP,
Li berty Partnerships, CSTEP and STEP, all of
them you know, to -- if we're cutting them
not only could we serve | ess students, but we
woul d have | ess resources for staff. These
are usual |y network-of -support prograns.
They make us a | eader in opportunity prograns

across the country where they're, you know,
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decades ol d.

But a particularly urgent area rel ates
to our CSTEP and STEP prograns, because they
are in a new funding cycle year and the
cuts -- even maintaining the I evel right now
could result in a smaller footprint of
prograns for our CSTEP and STEP prograns.
Even just maintaining the current level, et
alone if you don't get the increases, because
of the sensitivity with the new cycle. And
you' || hear nore about that, obviously, from
t he panel s com ng up, with APACS

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: And Senat or,
it would hel pful to give you a total nunber
We're tal king about 45,000 students. So
that's a huge footprint.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: It's a large
nunber .

CGetting back to the Article VIIs in
t he Governor's budget that affect the various
professions, | think it's being done in
response to underserved areas where there's a

need for additional healthcare providers.
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There are shortages in sone areas.

How woul d you address the shortfalls,
t he changes in experience, et cetera, that --
how do we resolve the issue of areas not
havi ng certain healthcare providers? Rural
areas, for exanple. Urban areas.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HAM LTON:  Wel |,
t hank you, Senator. There are a nunber of
ways that can be approached and is being
approached. In sone areas they've expanded
t he scope of practice for a profession. Like
pharmacy -- pharnmacists 20 years ago coul dn't
adm ni ster an i muni zati on, now they can.

In other areas, the Legislature has
provi ded col | aborative rel ati onshi ps.
There's been a proposal for several years to
al | ow dental hygienists who col |l aborate with
a dentist to be able to provide advanced
services that really help the patient, and
that that would be one way to get into
especially those rural areas. W have
counties where we have just a handful of
dentists, and getting the dental hygienists

there would be a big inprovenent.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

215

That al so requires that we invest in
education to train the individuals to get
into these professions where there's a high
demand for services.

The other option that is suggested in
the Article VIIs, with Conmm ssioner Rosa and
Comm ssi oner McDonald fromthe Departnent of
Heal t h we have been working to identify
pat hways and there's |egislation introduced
t hat woul d al |l ow nedi cal assistants to
adm ni ster i nmmuni zations that are prepared by
a physician in the physician's office or --
again, to take some of the burden off the
prof essi onal nurse because there are so few
nurses in offices.

So there are many creative ways, and
we are really trying to work to find those
creative ways while still continuing to
protect the public.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you. And
we' ve di scussed the changes in scope of
practice for the nedical assistants.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER HAM LTON:  Yes.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: And | think we're
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maki ng progress on that issue.

Comm ssi oner Rosa, you spoke about
hi gh school students and the work, the
coll ege work that they do. How can we
improve the -- let nme give you an exanpl e.
used to represent Townsend Harris
Hi gh School, which is on the canpus of
Queens Col | ege, and paying for this becane
very difficult. There are other areas where
hi gh school students are taking college
credits in the high school -- advanced
pl acenent, for exanple.

How can we provide a nore sean ess
pat hway to coll ege for the high schoo
seniors or juniors?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So | think
this whol e idea of the high school and
college, the 12 credits, is obviously a good
commtment. But | do think, you know, the
whol e notion of dual-credit prograns,
expandi ng those, really gives an opportunity
for students to even experience, to have
that -- to your point, that taste of know ng

that they can take college credits that
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obvi ously are going to advance their
interests, are going to give them an
opportunity to not only experience but
experiment --

(Time clock sounds.)

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Hol d that thought.
It's like the bell at 3 o' clock in the
school

(Laughter.)

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Havi ng been
a principal, | --

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  You under st and
t he bell .

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Exactly.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Spoken as a forner
hi gh school teacher.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl ynenber
C ark.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK:  Thank you.
Thank you, Chair.

And t hank you, Dr. Rosa, and to your
entire team both for being here but also

your commtnent to our next generation. The
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nost inmportant thing | think as a state that
we do is honoring our conmtnent to them and
ensuring they are educated and ready for
| eading us next. And as the nom of three
t eenagers, very, very, very dedicated to
this.

| have a coupl e of questions, one on
Bundy Aid. | understand going after sort of
colleges with | arge endownents has been --
you know, it's an easy thing to | ook at. But
when you | ook at University of Rochester in
Rochester, the reason it has a | arge
endowrent is because of the medical center,
which is very, very -- they are very
restricted as to what they can and can't do
with it. And so not giving them access to
Bundy Aid gives ne pause in the sense that we
may be taking children -- or taking students
who have the opportunity to go to these
schools fromgetting access to a prem er
uni versity.

Do you see that as a challenge in
terms of ensuring that kids have access to

some of our prem er schools, understanding
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that endownents are sort of |ocked up in
terms of what they can and can't use nobney
for?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA: | do -- I'm
going to ask ny senior deputy, but | do see
any investnent -- you know, when we think
about all of our institutions at -- every
single opportunity that we can commt to in
terms of investing is an investnment that we
know ultimately will pay off. So | think
cutting back any kind of investnment is going
to definitely have an inpact.

And, you know, the Bundy Ai d obviously
will have an inpact. So | think that a | ot
of tinmes when we think about, you know, kind
of taking fromA to, you know, meke sure that
it's B, we have to think about education
bei ng the kind of investnment that should be
across the board and not necessarily thinking
about taking it fromone place to
supporting --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK:  Well, | have
anot her qui ck question, but we can tal k about

t hat nore.
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NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Sure.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK:  And | want to
tal k about the professions for a thing, and
taking another -- a different side of it.

Wi ch is obviously we have in our rural areas
sonme real issues with the ability to get
people there to do healthcare efficiency, to
ensure we're doing that.

But one of ny biggest fears is that we
are educating sone amazi ng people in our
state and they're leaving for other states to
operate at a higher level. And so as we | ook
at scopes, and hoping that we can partner
with SED in a nore neaningful way to really
understand that that's only going to add to
our brain-drain issue. And if we're
educating people in our top schools in these
prof essions, we really need to be a better
convener and have better conversations about
how we | ook at scopes to nmake sure they stay
here, while also protecting the safety of our
resi dents.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: | totally

agr ee. | agree. That conmitnment has to be
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a two-way conmtnent in order to --

(Time clock sounds.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK:  And | | ook
forward to working with you on it.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Webb.

SENATOR WEBB: Thank you,

Comm ssi oner Rosa and your entire team for
bei ng here.

| know |'ve had several conversations
with you in the past about nost certainly
expandi ng resources for our students. |
wanted to ask a nore specific question
pertaining to access to nmental health
services for our students in college.

And so | know as a state we've nade a
| ot of investnments in expanding nmental health
services. So right now we have students that
when they | eave their hone state for college
t hey have to discontinue therapy with their
homet own therapist. And so this also is true
for New Yorkers who are going to schools in
anot her state.

And so ny question is, how do we

address this? Because this is leading to a
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di sruption in existing treatnment which
exposes themto risk of setting back on their
progress -- falling back on their progress,
rather. And | know there are several other
states, up to 41 states, | believe, that I
bel i eve have signed on to the Psych Pact,
which is the interstate therapist conpact.
And so | was curious if you could el aborate
as to where we stand in New York with regards
to that and if we are | ooking signing on,
just out of curiosity.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HAM LTON:  Thank
you, Senat or.

Ri ght now New York does not
participate in any of the |licensing conpacts,
even t hough there have been sonme proposed --
t he budget includes a nursing conpact,
earlier |egislation has addressed the
Psych Pact for doctoral-|evel psychol ogists,
and there's conpacts for other professions.

Al of those require that the state
cede all its authority about I|icensing,
establ i shing standards, and defining practice

to a private body that's nmade up of one
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representative fromeach of the participating
states. So if we were the 42nd state to
join, we'd have one vote that may or nay not
be the sane as the other 41 in sonething like
Psy Pact. That could really affect your
authority as legislators to oversee the
practice of the professions, nake sure people
are getting access to qualified practitioners
and safe services.

SENATOR WEBB: | know there's a | ot of
benefits. | know in New York, especially in
t he Departnent of Education, we set very high
standards, so that's not where |I'm com ng
from But | just don't quite understand how
our potential participation wuld |ead to us
| osing our authority when there are other
states that | would imagine still have the
ability to have regul ation, oversight, you
know, just given the nature of this
particul ar issue.

|"mjust curious -- and we can talk
further offline about it too.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HAM LTON: W can

nmeet with you, because it is very
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conpl i cat ed.

But conpacts not only allow people to
come into New York, they allow people to
| eave New York, which gets back to the
guestion about brain drain, whether people
are going directly or practicing
el ectronically.

SENATOR VWEBB: kay, |'Il definitely
followup with you. Thank you

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HAM LTON:  Thank
you, Senat or.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Next we have Assenbl ywoman Jo Anne
Si nmon.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  How exciting.

So thank you all for your testinony
and for always being so accessi bl e.

And just conbining the Ofice of
Speci al Education and ACCES-VR, brilliant
nmove. | don't know why we didn't do it
20 years ago, although ACCES-VR was not
cal | ed ACCES-VR 20 years ago, but you get ny
point. So thank you, | think that's great.

| do want to raise an issue which is
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kind of two hats that | wear that | know you
share concerns about, and that is, you know,
|"mchairing Mental Health now, and of course
nmental health and | oneliness and | ack of
self-esteemare big issues in our students.
Qobvi ously COVID has had an inpact on that.

But it also goes to this issue about our

chil dren readi ng and how when our children
can read, they have better self-esteem and
feel better about thensel ves.

I"'ma little concerned that the
Governor's budget didn't include funding for
enough staffing for State Ed to do an
assessment of the education prep prograns
that were called for under our state action
plan that we all worked on and the Governor's
of fice supported, et cetera. |'m concerned
that we nmay end up having a little arrested
devel opnment t here.

Can you tal k about how inportant it is
to be able to start doing that very inportant
wor k?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER RCSA:  So |' m goi ng

to start by saying that, you know, the notion
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of nmental health obviously is one that we
have been struggling with for a while, even
before the pandem c. The pandenic
exacerbated it, and we know that.

And to |l ook at, you know, having
fiscal support to assess, to have the data is
so critical, because not only does that help
us to then put together an action plan to
support that, it's sonething that we know,
gi ven our noderni zation and the ki nds of
things we're trying to do to wap our armns
around t hat.

W do work -- just so you know,
Comm ssi oner Sullivan, that's another great
partner. And in our -- some of our nonthly
neeti ngs that we have with conm ssioner --
you know, we have them nmonthly with
Chancel | or King, we do have conversations
about how we can support, at the higher ed
| evel, both in OP, |ooking at OP and | ooki ng
at higher ed, what are the kinds of things
that we can do, not only assessing but al so
devel opi ng responses to -- you know, to the

needs of our students as they even nake those
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transitions from you know, high school into
coll ege or in sone cases through career
education as well.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senator Giffo, five-mnute ranker.

SENATCR GRI FFG  Good afternoon.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA: Good
af t ernoon.

SENATOR CRIFFO So to follow up on
t he Governor's Executive Budget, just curious
to get your perspective, when we tal k about
rejecting the proposals relative to the
O fice of Professions. And you do believe
that you have the adequate infrastructure in
pl ace to deal with these issues, correct?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yes, wit hout
a doubt .

SENATOR GRIFFG  So as a result of
that, what do you think the inpetus and the
notivation was behind such a proposal ? And
if you can, maybe address maybe sonme of the
criticisms of the past relative to | ength of
time or staff inadequacies, things of that

nat ur e.
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NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah, | do
think we are your house -- | said that
earlier -- and so | think what sonetines
happens is, you know, we work very cl osely
with a lot of our comm ssioners. And there's
an understandi ng of that interagency work in
terns of the work.

That doesn't necessarily -- you know,
my hunbl e opinion, it doesn't necessarily
sonetinmes nmake its way to -- you know, |'m
not part of the conversations at the
Governor's cabinet, so we're pretty dependent
on nessagi ng the kind of work we're doing
t hrough our coll aboration with -- whether
it's Labor or, you know, in this
particular -- DOH, and so forth and so on.

So | do think that sonetinmes there is
this desire to think that things can be done
better if in fact, you know, you nove it from
Ato B. In our particular case, we had
i nternal conversations with sone of the
menbers |i ke Comm ssioner McDonald -- who, by
the way, did this work in his previous life

in Rhode Island. And, you know, again,
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can't speak for him but we know that it is
a-- thereis a conmtnent that it should
stay with us and not nove.

SENATOR CGRI FFO Was there any
conversation or discussion with you relative
to this proposal before it was rmade, or were
you bl i ndsi ded?

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Ch, no,

these are -- | think for the last couple of
years since |'ve testified, these cone -- you
know, | think that the Legislature has asked

that some of these not be part of the
proposal , because these are policy. O, you
know, | think they becone sonetinmes
negotiating points. And so sonetines | feel
like we're part of the negotiating points and
not necessarily that they're done with the
intent to necessarily nove these.

| know |I've spoken to sone of you
about, you know, the issue of having a
novenent, whether it's the Miseumor OP, |
think we ran through nutrition once upon a
time. These are novenents that sonetines

peopl e want to make, but other times they're
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good negoti ati ng points.

SENATOR CGRI FFO  But you do believe
that any issues of any deficiencies or
criticisnms that you may have experienced in
t he past, that you've been able to address
and rectify as a result of your structure --

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA: | think that
we stand as a departnent, as an agency, with
our nunbers of the kind of work that we do
despite the fact that we don't necessarily --
you know, it's |ike the Museum havi ng a
$7 mllion deficit. Despite that, we still
continue to innovate and we continue to do
guality work on behalf of this state and our
communi ti es.

SENATOR CGRI FFO  Wul d you just touch
on quickly -- at the end, you tal ked about an
addi tional need for an additional 20 mllion,
maybe, for inprovenents at the SED Buil di ng.
What's the nature of the work that would
require that?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Sure.

Chri stina?

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:  Thank you
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Senator -- (mc issue.)

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: G eat
guesti on.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: That is a good
guestion. Thank you very much, Senator.

It's a historic building and they --
all buildings need upkeep. And this one has
suffered fromyears of underinvestnent. And
what' s happening right now, at the top and
exterior of the building, is that water is
intruding, it's comng in through the
skylights. W need to replace them They're
not historical.

We have water comng in through pipes
on the roof. And on that historic facade we
have wat er com ng down through the inside of
the columms; it freezes; parts are cracking
and breaking off. The skin on the exterior
of the building has water in it.

Soit's a lot of work, and
unfortunately it's very expensive work. But
it's what you need to do to maintain a
hi storical building Iike that.

SENATOR CGRI FFO  Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
Kel | es.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN KELLES: Thank you so
much for your patience with all of us and
still being here.

So a bunch of questions, we'll
probably not get to all of them so hopefully
"1l follow up with you

The first, the Liberty Partnership
Programis set to receive 3.8 mllion to
enhance col | ege access and nental health
support. And | wanted to get a sense from
you how you feel that these new funds will be
al l ocated specifically to ensure that
students from underserved conmunities have
equal access to these funds.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  You know
what, | really had a tough time hearing the
guesti on.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: No, no, no,
that's okay. This is better.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Thank you.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: This is

specifically related to the Liberty




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

233

Partnership Program And it's set to receive
the additional $3.8 million funding, and |
wanted to know if you could give ne a sense
of how you are going to ensure the
allocation -- there's sufficient allocation
t o underserved comunities with those funds.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Sure.

Bill?

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER MURPHY: |
apol ogi ze, which partnership progranf

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Liberty.

Li berty.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER MURPHY: Oh, the
Li berty Partnerships, |I'msorry.

Yes. So yeah, again, this is one
where we're asking for a 15 percent increase.
And the footprint of this has grown to -- |
think it's around 17,000 students right now.
And, you know, this is really one of those
vital progranms that not only works on a | ot
of academi c interventions but interventions
to make sure that students are now getting
ready to get into |ike some of the nore

advanced careers they're thinking about, |ike
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col | ege and career pat hways.

So we know t hat unless the funding
keeps up for that anmount of students, they're
not able to do a lot of |ike sumer
orientation sessions with students, working
with them --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Do you have a
pl an of doing the outreach into the nost
rural underserved areas to nmake sure that
t hey have access to these additional funds?

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER MURPHY: Oh, yes.
Yeah. And | know that |ike when we -- when
we're working with the progranms and we're at
t he conferences, you know, that they're going
to be discussing different ways and different
avenues to make sure that they have the right
outreach to reach those, yeah.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: | would love to
hear about those, follow up, and then | can
show those in ny communities as well.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah, we
have been spending, right, an enornous anount
of time in North Country and recently just

| ooki ng at the kinds of services. Because
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there is mentoring for this, and the skill
devel opnent, as you know, mentoring process,
know edge base, all of that is critical.

And so what we --

ASSEMBLYWOMAN KELLES: You have to get
to themearly.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Absol utel y.
Sol will definitely make sure that we
share --

ASSEMBLYWOMAN KELLES: Thank you so
much.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  -- and where
the prograns --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: -- the
breakdown is. That would be great.

And then the other question you m ght
not -- we mght have to follow up. But
regarding the O fice of Cultural Education,
and you' ve requested the increase in the fee
fromthe -- the transaction fee, $10 to $15.
That's 12 million, | think.

How are you going to bal ance the
potential inpact of these increases on

| ow-i ncorme individuals? That's what ny
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guestion is. And we can follow up offline.
But that's always nmy concern, is that we
don't -- that we bal ance, you know,

advant ages and - -

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Chandl er - Wt er man.

ASSEMBL YWOVAN CHANDL ER- WATERMAN:

Thank you. Thank you, Chair.

Thank you, Comm ssioner and your team
for your work especially around enhanced
supports for students with disabilities, as
we di scussed, ensuring funds are restored and
fully funded to properly increase and expand
the faculty and training. Mental health is a
big deal. Mental health literacy and
identifying students with disabilities and
mental health conditions is really big for ne
and ny constituency.

| just want to change the conversation
alittle bit. As we know, we depend heavily
on our vital services fromour |oca
nonprofits, organizations, to bolster the
work, right, in our community -- w aparound

services, after-school progranms, et cetera.
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Otentines there's challenges with the
procurenent process that's not really on
them it's really on the agency.

So what is the procurenent process and
timelines allocated? |s there any chall enges
that we're having? Because | have sone
reports of nonprofits that from 2014, they
haven't received the funds for after-school.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROCSA:  So we're
going to go through -- the procurenent
process usually in nost situations, we're

tal ki ng about fromthe devel opnent of an RFP

to execution, we're tal king about -- and of
course we work with DOB -- this is about

10 nonths to get this done. So it -- it

is --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CHANDLER- WATERVAN: - -
menber allocated funds to CBGs, to our
comuni ty- based organi zati ons.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: It's a little
different for menmber funds. But -- because
there's not an RFP process. But there is a
process.

So if you have a particular group in
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your constituency that is having a chall enge,
| would urge themto just call us and we'll
try to work it out. There is a process
that's defined by state | aw where we have to
get themregi stered as a vendor, and that can
be burdensone for smaller nonprofits. And we
recogni ze that. W try to provide
assistance. But it's not really our system
we're just the front agency for that.

But we do try to help. So | would
hope that your nonprofits would reach out,
and we'll do our best.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CHANDLER- WATERVAN:  And
|"msure there's other nenbers that have this
chal l enge, so I'"'minterested in what
supportive services for the comrunity-based
organi zations that we depend so heavily on to
provi de such vital services.

So maybe it's a conversation we could
have about what support is needed and how can
we get to that |evel so they wouldn't have
t hese chal | enges with procurenent.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:  You know, 1 think

my staff would | ove to have that conversation
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with you.

ASSEMBL YWOVAN CHANDL ER- WATERMAN:
kay, thank you so nuch. | appreciate it.

NYSED CFO COUGHLI N:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Giffin.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GRI FFIN:  Thank you very
much, Chair.

And good to see you all here today.

| have a couple of questions. Wth
the -- you' ve asked for an increase for
students with disabilities, which I
whol eheartedly agree with. | just was
curious, what |evel of funding is it now? W
asked for a 2 mllion increase. Wat funding
| evel are you at now?

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA: Ckay, we
asked for 6 in total.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GRI FFI N Ckay.

NYSED COWM SSI ONER ROSA:  Last year we
had 4.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GRI FFIN:  Ckay. So you
had 4, you're looking for 6 in total.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Correct.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN GRI FFIN:  So an increase
of 2, obviously.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Correct.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GRIFFIN:  And with that,
| wonder are your disability services for
students commensurate throughout SUNY/ CUNY,
or are you focused at some school s providing
nore services? Like, you know, putting nore
resources at certain schools, there could be
an argunent to make for that. | just
wonder ed what do you do at the school s?

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF:  Yes, so
I'I'l start and then I'Il hand it over to
Bill.

So first I want to say that even at
the 6 mllion which we're hoping to get, it's
not enough. The original ask was 15 mllion.
And we asked for it for years, and it hasn't
qui te happened. And we've had a | ot of
| egi sl ative support to get to where we're at
now. So | just want to lay that foundation.

There's a formula that's part of the
original legislation, with SUNY and CUNY

adm n getting a significant anmount of
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funds -- it's based on the nunber of enrolled
students with disabilities. So | had
referenced the 100, 000 nunber, and ny
col | eague referenced 90,000. |It's because
there is a delay in when the data gets

report ed.

So students self-report, the colleges
and universities report that data to State
Ed. And so the nost recent official nunber
is what Bill shared. However, what we're
hearing fromthe colleges and universities is
that every year those nunbers are going up
and we're at 100, 000 now.

Bill can talk a little bit nore about
the formula that's utilized. Because it's
SUNY/ CUNY, private and independent coll eges
that can apply and have been appl yi ng and
recei ving the funds.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GRI FFI N Ckay, thank
you.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER MURPHY:  Yeah, and
| don't have a lot to add. | think you kind
of covered it conprehensively. But basically

that's what the fornula is. They cal cul ate
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t he nunber of students at SUNY, CUNY and then
t he i ndependents and al |l ocate that according
to the nunber, and then they kind of use it
creatively to the ways that that fits into
what they're doing to serve the postsecondary
students with disabilities.

Li ke in other words, CUNY nay already
have certain initiatives and they say, well,
we don't need to really beef up our -- you
know, universal design training for our
faculty, we need to do nore with our, you
know, technol ogy, you know, wth
transcri bing, et cetera.

So that's ultimtely what happens, is
it's kind of just connected to the nunber of
post secondary students with disabilities, and
that's how they all ocate the funding. And
then they kind of use it creatively for the
ways to suppl ement what they've al ready been
usi ng for those services.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GRI FFIN:  So -- thank
you. So if you're a famly prospectively
| ooki ng at coll eges, you want a coll ege that

wi |l address the special ed issues, there's
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not a way to choose that, a school based on
that. Because it's based on -- |'mway over.
"1l follow up. Yeah, okay, thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Eachus.

ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS: Thank you,
Chair Pretlow

First of all, Conm ssioner Rosa,
want to commend you on your testinony today.
Instead of telling all of us everything's
beautiful with the Governor's proposed
budget, you need noney in a |ot of places --
a lot of places. And | do appreciate you
bei ng trut hful and honest about that.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS: Just a quick
statenent for the preservation of the
Education Building. | comend you because
you' ve already started this, but | would
recommend it nore, have nore | egislative
nmeetings and visits to that building. That's
what brings us to reality when we actually
can take a look at it.

What | would like to talk to you

about, though, is college and hi gh school
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opportunities. As a teacher for 40 years, |
taught both dual enrollnment with a coll ege
and the high school, but | also taught AP at
t he high school. The difference is that when
you teach coll ege courses, those coll ege
courses don't necessarily transfer. Okay?
Soneti mes not even to the college that you're
giving themin, because they just don't have
faith in us as high school teachers and so on
i ke that.

So | would nmake a recomendati on t hat
we push on advanced pl acenent courses, which
generally are accepted |I think nore w dely.
You know, provided they can set the scores.
Like if you're going to an |Ivy League school
you need a 5 on an AP exam and so on |ike
that. And they can set, the colleges can set
their own requirenents.

But | think the AP courses would
actually be better accepted across the nation
as we offer themhere in New York State. And
you' re shaking your head yes, so | assune the
answer - -

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  1'mgoing to
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say yes, the APs have a definite role. But
what | want to share with you is that with
t he dual enrollnent, the curricul um cones
fromthe college. The teachers are trained
to teach the core requirenents and the
cour sewor k

So we're getting closer and closer to
the fact that it is the actual course,
because there's a lot of investnents that
have been nmade. W have been able to observe
not only the curriculum the teacher being

trained to do that, and sonme of those

teachers are -- guess what, they' re adjuncts
in those.
ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS: | know. | know.

But the schools do get beat up with the
t ext book situation. GCkay? |In every college
course you go to, every year they want a new
t ext book, it's the sane thing they're
demandi ng of the high schools. Wich s
sonetinmes very difficult to neet.

The final thing I just want to coment
on is that we know that in the past the

Gover nor has made a statenent about nental
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health clinics in each school buil ding.

i mredi ately got calls about not havi ng enough
roomin the school buildings, and of course |
knew right off the bat with my experience in
mental health that there wasn't the staff

t here.

So | hope we take kind of a realistic
approach to this. | would | ove to have a
mental health clinic in every building, but I
don't think it's very realistic.

And al so the Governor's office said:
Oh, the noney for that was already in their
budgets, even though the school districts
didn't know it.

Thank you.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat or Stavisky for a three-mnute
fol | ow up.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: (Pause.) Sorry.
One quick question, and that concerns the
New York State Museum Because a | ot of
noney has gone into it, and it's very hard to

see the result of that investnment. And the
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Governor obviously proposed transferring it
out of SED

Can you explain to us why it has
deteriorated over the years to such an
extent, despite quite a bit of an investnent?
Maybe |I'm wong about the investnment. But
nevertheless, | think that issue ought to be
addr essed.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So, Senat or,
|"mgoing to start, because a |ot of tines
there's also -- the building itself, the
building as it sits, it's an OGS buil di ng.

W -- we hold -- it's like a
cont ai ner, conputer and software. W have
the -- we have the, you know, what | would
call the treasures of the institution. So
that's one issue.

The other issue is that we have been
runni ng -- you know, even though your conmrent
about the funding, we have not been
receiving -- you know, we have asked for
the -- you know, for the $10, $12 which will
go very quickly into -- and we have done this

before, tal ked about the $10, $12 that's
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attached to sales of hones. O asking for
the 12 mllion appropriation. None of that
has happened, which is why we're at a

$7 mllion deficit.

So fundi ng has not been funding that
has been given in ternms of support for the
museum

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:  Thank you
Comm ssi oner. Thank you, Senator.

| think the distinction the
commi ssi oner's maki ng between the interior of
the building and the exterior is really
important. The Legislature has put sone
nmoney toward the exterior and for storage
spaces and for gallery renovation.

One of our challenges is with that fee
that was set in 2003 and has never been
adjusted for inflation, so it's worth
40 percent less than it was then. W have
struggled to operate that nmuseum and our
capacity in the nuseum-- we've reduced
staff, we've reduced staff, we haven't been
able to keep things up. You know, over tineg,

you just can't do what you want to.
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So the conm ssi oner has new managenent
there. They're working really hard with the
limted resources they have. But we need
that fee to get back where it was where you
were confortable with in 2003 in terns of
purchasi ng power. Wth that, we'll have
the -- | don't know howto say it -- oonph to
keep noving forward on those capital
i nvestnments that you've nmade, so that we can
really present to the public of New York a
great facility. That's what we are
conpl etely on board to do.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: In the remaining --
can we come up with some plan for
restructuring? That's all |I'm asking.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
Seawr i ght .

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Thank you.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SEAWRI GHT:  Thank you
all for your testinony.

Comm ssi oner Rosa, | have a piece of
| egislation, it's an LGBT curricul um and
anti-discrimnation bill. It passed in the

State of New Jersey, and they're teaching it
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around the state.

s this sonething that you woul d
support ?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: A hundred
per cent .

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SEAWRI GHT: | think
given what we're seeing, it's such a
tumul tuous time com ng out of Washi ngton,
that 1| would greatly appreciate it. Thank
you.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: Wl I, let me
add that we did, along with the AG we signed
t he gui dance, as you saw, to nmake sure that
all of our students are supported.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SEAVWRI GHT: G eat.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Hyndman for her three-m nute follow up.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Thank you.

So you had nentioned the Smart
Schol ars program How many schools in the
State of New York currently -- because it's a
grant, you have to apply for that, right?

It's a grant program And | know t he
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Executive Budget wants to do nore around
credits while in high school

So how nmany students are you currently
serving with Smart Schol ars?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: | think we
have 64 Smart Schol ar projects, and about
8400 students.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Eighty to a
hundr ed?

NYSED COWM SSI ONER ROSA: | 'm sorry,
8,400. Sorry. Eight thousand four hundred
students. And a total --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN: A big
di fference.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yes. And a
total of, in our scholars, 64 Smart Schol ars
proj ects, yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  And so with
t hose students, are you keeping track of how
many of them actually receive the coll ege
credits, how many of themare actually
t ransf er abl e?

You know, | do like the executive

proposal for that because of the costs
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that -- we know that college is not getting
any cheaper, just nore and nore expensive.

Do you keep those nunbers?

SR. DEP. COWM SSI ONER MATTESON:  Yeah
data is a real issue with the early coll ege.

And that is why when we have
conversations with the chanber about putting
toget her a proposal like this, we want to
make data an integral part so that in
realtime we can produce data such as that:
Were are they at any given tine? How are
they on the journey while they're in the
Early Col |l ege Hi gh School or Smart Schol ars
program as far as attainment of credits? And
what happens five years down the road?

Sonme of these are very young prograns,
and we add nore every year, but data
collection is very inportant. And in that
proposal any new ones noving forward, that is
going to be a requirenent for receiving the
f undi ng.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMAN: | know st udent
data collection is sonething that you al

hold highly. ['ve had sonme bills that didn't
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nove because, you know, it took ny student
col I ecti on.

How wi || you secure that information?

SR. DEP. COWM SSI ONER MATTESON:  Yeah
for educational progranms that are com ng
right back to us, it's not a problem sharing
the information with the people who are
adm ni stering the program

If it was going to be data that was
requested by an outside party or a non-public
entity, then there's a process for gathering
t hat dat a.

But for a school district to report
data, nost of this is already in their
student data systens. They report a ton of
it tous. And the additional stuff that we
woul d need then to report going forward as
far as |like what are the programs they're
actually engaging in and what's their
curriculumthey' ve chosen, their pathway,

t hat woul d be done through a tenplate that
we'll put into our regular data reporting
mechani sm

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMVAN:  Ckay, thank
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you.

NYSED COWM SSI ONER ROSA:  And
Assenbl ywoman, we also wote a grant and we
have been working with the Governor's office
on a statew de |ongitudinal data systemin
order to create that P-20 process.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Ckay. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman {si c}
John C. Liu.

SENATOR LI U Thank you,

Chair Pretlow

Hel | o, Conmi ssi oner.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Hi, how are
you?

SENATOR LIU.  Always good to see you.
| apol ogize, | had to attend neetings across
the street, but I'mglad to be back. And I
wasn't going to ask any questions, but | was
intrigued by your response to Assenbl ynenber
Seawri ght that you are in full support of her
curriculumbill on the --

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  The fact

that a curriculumbill exists at the | ocal
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| evel -- school districts, we always go back
to this, school districts will use those at
the local |evel. Absolutely. Renenber,

curriculumis at the local |evel.

SENATOR LI U Ckay.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  And | know,
Senator, we go into this. W have standards
that we absolutely, you know, support, and
school districts make decisions at the | ocal
| evel about curricula and prograrns.

SENATCOR LIU: M. Chairman, | didn't
even ask the question and the comm ssioner
answered my questi on.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI U Sonet hing's not right
about that, M. Chairnan.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LIU:  And | still have two
mnutes left. | cede ny tine, thank you.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

And t hank you, Conm ssioner, this ends

this panel. Thank you all for your

partici pation.
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And I"'mgoing to call up Panel C.

Prof essional Staff Congress of CUNY Local
2334; United University Professions; New York
Communi ty Col | ege Trustees; Faculty
Federation of Erie Community Col |l ege; and the
Graduat e Students Enpl oyees Union of the
Communi cati ons Workers Union 1104.

(Pause.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  (Ckay, just for the
people in the audiovisual -- they still use
that term audiovisual? -- in the AV room
upstairs, could you just, starting fromny
| eft, your right, just who you are so when
t hey put your name up on the board they know
who we are?

DR DAVIS: Cood afternoon. |I'm
James Davis. |'mthe president of the
Prof essional Staff Congress, the
City University of New York faculty and staff
uni on.

MR. SAKG |'m Andrew Sako, president
of the Faculty Federation of Erie Conmunity
Col | ege.

MR CUSHMAN: -- chair, NYCCT.
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CHAl RMAN PRETLOW  Turn your

m crophone on when you speak, please.

MR. CUSHMAN. There we go. Thank you.

CGeorge Cushman, chair, NYCCT.

DR KOWAL: Frederick Kowal
presi dent, United University Professions,
faculty/staff at the State University of
New Yor k.

MR. HERSHENSON: Brad Hershenson,
busi ness agent, G aduate Student Enpl oyees
Uni on, CWA Local 1104.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  COkay, wel conme one
and all. You can start in any order you
choose. You each have three m nutes for
testi nony, so.

DR DAVIS: 1'Ill begin. Good
af t ernoon, Senate Chairpersons Krueger and
St avi sky, Assenbly Chairpersons Pretlow and
Hyndnman, and conmittee nmenbers. Thank you
for the opportunity to testify today.

Thank you for this hearing and indeed
for your support, continued support for
publi ¢ higher education. W are grateful

that the Legislature has supported CUNY.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

258

Especially during Governor Hochul's

adm ni stration, you have built on the
Governor's investnments to accel erate funding
for the university after decades of

di si nvest nent .

In addition, recent TAP expansi ons,
including to part-tine students, and the
m ni mum TAP awar d, have hel ped to open new
doors to students. Those advances |ead us
closer to realizing our goal of a New Dea
for CUNY, and indeed for a New Deal for
publ i ¢ hi gher educati on.

W want to thank Senator CGounardes and
Assenbl ynmenber Reyes for their | eadership on
the legislation for the New Deal for CUNY
It deserves to be fully funded and passed.

W can't really talk about the CUNY
budget wi t hout tal king about the effort in DC
to dismantl e federal agencies and servi ces,

i ncl udi ng many of the progranms on which our
menbers and our students rely. The Trunp
adm nistration is using higher education as a
wedge. Medical research is in jeopardy, and

universities are being targeted for cuts, as
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you know. Please do work with us and with
your representatives -- with our
representatives in Congress to protect our
great public universities.

We are happy to report that |ast nonth
our menbers voted overwhelmngly to ratify a
new col | ective bargai ning agreenent. W are
grateful the Governor has included expenses
associated with that contract in her budget.
As you heard fromthe CUNY adm nistration
they're asking for an additional $34 mllion
in operating aid to cover the full costs of
t hat agreenent, and we certainly support that
pr oposal .

We're al so excited about the
Governor's Qpportunity Prom se Scholarship to
provide free tuition for associate's degree
prograns in high-demand fields for
New Yorkers ages 25 to 55. W see it as a
great foundation on which we can build toward
t he New Deal for Hi gher Education in New York
State. We urge you to support that program
and also to join us in advocating to

elimnate the age restrictions that would
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excl ude students com ng directly out of

hi gh school; to permt students to conplete
those 60 credits towards their degree at any
CUNY or SUNY coll ege, not just at the
community col |l eges; and also to include those
who have already conpleted a degree and are
returning for a second degree.

As enrol | nent increases, Al bany mnust
i ncrease investnment in the faculty and the
staff that CUNY needs to inprove retention
and student success. And I'mglad to talk
nore, because | know ny time is up, about our
retention and graduation rates. | want to
cede the time to ny coll eagues here at the
tabl e, and thank you again for your support.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you,

M. Davis. kay.

MR SAKO  Good afternoon,
Chai r persons and honorabl e nenbers of the
Legi sl ature, distinguished staff. [|'m
Andrew Sako, and |I'mthe president of the
Faculty Federation of Erie Community Coll ege.
And I'd Iike to thank you for the opportunity
to testify today on the '25-'26 Executive
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Budget .

My testinmony will focus on issues
facing Erie Community College as well as the
29 other community coll eges.

As you know, conmunity coll eges
educate and prepare all types of students for
our workforce as well as providing essenti al
foundati ons for those seeking to nove to
four-year institutions. W also collaborate
wi th regional enployers in devel opi ng and
providing flexible training to neet the | ocal
needs.

Wil e we appreciate the nodest
increase in the operating aid in the
Executive Budget, we are di sappoi nted that
our community colleges are slated to receive
t he sane | evel of base-aid funding that was
in |last year's enacted budget. W need nore
support, nore financial support to teach at
t he hi ghest |evel we can possibly do for our
st udent s.

Under state education |aw, as you al
know, you're supposed to give us 40 percent.

|"ve said this a mllion times and, you know,
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| know you're probably tired of hearing it.
But if you |look at the last 10 years, in
'08-'09 and '18-'19, the contribution has
decreased from about 31 percent to 25 percent
for community colleges. And it forced our
students to pay higher tuitions.

We are requesting -- through NYSUT, we
are requesting 429 mllion in base aid, and
we're also calling on the state to provide
another 95 mllion, which would bring us to
the 33 percent of what is statutorily
required. It is short of the 40 percent
obligation, but it would be a good step.

We' d wel conme the opportunity as well
to participate in the process of designing a
new fundi ng nodel for community colleges. W
must start working to insulate our campuses
fromthe short-termenrollment fluctuations
and prepare themfor |ong-termgrowth and
stability.

We're al so happy to see the SUNY ASAP
program W are di sappointed that only 13 of
the 30 community coll eges are included in

t hat .
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We're al so asking for -- our canpuses
are in need of infrastructure inprovenents,
and we're seeking an additional 130 million
for state-appropriated capital, exclusive of
the county match. This | ong-overdue
investrment will enable our conmmunity coll eges
to stabilize and will help our students,
whi ch is our nost inportant thing.

And | want to thank you

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR. CUSHMAN. Thank you, Chairs
Pretl ow, Krueger, Stavisky and Hyndnman, and
menbers of the Senate and Assenbly here. |
appreci ate you havi ng ne.

My nanme is George Cushman. |1'ma
trustee at Finger Lakes Community Col |l ege and
chair of the New York Community Col | ege
Trustees, representing institutions that
transformthe lives of nore than
145, 000 New Yorkers a year.

Wil e we' ve made significant progress
toget her in supporting SUNY conmunity
coll eges, we stand at a critical juncture

where increased i nvestment will determ ne
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whet her we can neet the evol ving educati onal
and wor kf orce needs.

Regar di ng Governor Hochul's
Qpportunity Promise, we fully endorse this
transformative initiative to provide
tuition-free access for an estimted 35, 000
addi ti onal New Yorkers annually. This
initiative will directly contribute to the
wor kf or ce devel opnent and regi onal econom ¢
activity across all 30 SUNY comrunity coll ege
service areas.

As one coll ege president said to ne
before | cane before you, "The Governor hit
the ball out of the park with this, but | am
really concerned that we don't have
sufficient resources to realize her vision."

To fully realize this vision, we
require an additional 100 mllion in
operational funding. Let nme break that down.
First, 30 mllion for faculty and staff.
Nursing faculty salaries |ag hospital wages
by 32 percent. Simlar gaps exist with
advanced manufacturing instructors. W nust

conpete with industry to retain talent.
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Second, $30 million for high-cost
prograns. Each student in these high-cost
prograns creates a $7500 to $10,000 a year
deficit. Healthcare requires a 1:8
faculty-to-student ratio. Contrast that with
liberal arts, which is about 1:30. Advanced
manuf act uri ng needs simlar specialized
ratios. Wthout support, we nust either
l[imt enrollment or risk financial stability.

Third, 30 million for program
expansion. Again, for every one of these
students we bring on, that gap still exists.
W won't be able to nmake it up on vol une.
There's also a significant upfront investnent
needed, as the chancellor nmentioned earlier
t oday.

Fourth, 10 mllion for student
support. Forty percent of our students have
i ncreased demand for nental health services.
Thirty-five percent of our students face food
i nsecurity.

We strongly support maintaining the
funding floor of the 8 miIlion in additional

operating aid and ask that you add this
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$100 million in your one-house bills.

Thank you.

DR KOWAL: Cood afternoon
Chai r persons Krueger, Pretlow, Stavisky and
Hyndman, esteenmed nenbers of the fiscal and
hi gher education commttees. M nane is
Dr. Frederick Kowal, and |I'm president of
United University Professions.

| want to thank you for this
opportunity to testify today and for being
st eadf ast supporters of public higher
education and the work that UUP nmenbers do
across SUNY.

As ny coll eague Dr. Davis nentioned
earlier, higher education is under assault
fromthe federal governnent. It is
i nperative that together we support what we
do jointly to nake the |ives of New Yorkers
and i ndeed Anericans across this
country better through public higher
education -- it's now nore than ever.

Though the CGovernor's '25-'26
Executive Budget is a great first step, SUNY

still has numerous unnet needs that | wll
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hi ghl i ght today.

First, regarding operating aid. | ask
for total operating aid to increase by
212.1 mllion, 102 mllion of which would be
used to be directly allocated to the
17 canpuses with structural deficits.

| appreciate the additional funding
you provided the |ast two years, which would
have been nore than enough to cl ose these
deficits. Unfortunately, the SUNY chancell or
and the Board of Trustees allocated it
inequitably. That's why it is critical to
directly allocate restricted operating aid in
t he budget this year. You can find a table
of the deficits on page 3 of ny witten
t esti nony.

My next priority is state support for
SUNY' s public teaching hospitals. | urge you
to treat SUNY hospitals |ike every other
state agency and entity, covering the costs
of their enployee fringe budgets and debt
servi ce permanently.

| support SUNY's request for a down

paynent on enpl oyee fringe benefits of
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$70 mllion this year, which would grow to
100 percent over tinmne.

| also want to express ny deep
appreciation to you and to your coll eagues
for being key allies in preventing the
cl osure of SUNY Downstate this past year. |
ask you to take the next step in supporting
this inportant cause, which is neeting
Downst ate's capital needs, which will cone to
$1 billion. As a nenber of the Downstate
Communi ty Advi sory Board, many concerns have
ari sen concerning the process that | would be
happy to discuss with you during the
guesti on- and- answer peri od.

Based solely on the first public
heari ng, Downstate clearly needs an
additional $250 mllion in capital funding on
top of the Executive Budget's 750 mllion, to
ensure services remain at SUNY Downstate's
current |ocation and enhance core specialty
i npati ent services, including prenatal care
and the hospital's prized kidney transpl ant
centers.

There are other areas that | need to
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address as well; the clock has run out. And
| will be happy to discuss themw th you as
ti me goes on.

MR. HERSHENSON: Good afternoon,
Assenbl ynenbers, Senators, committee chairs.
Thank you very nmuch for taking the tine to
host a hearing on higher educati on.

My name is Brad Hershenson. |'m
busi ness agent for the G aduate Student
Enpl oyees Uni on CM Local 1104. |I'm here
t oday on behal f of nearly 5,000 hardworking
uni on menbers that are professional educators
across SUNY. W teach al nbost 40 percent of
t he classes at SUNY, and our nenbers conduct
amazing research in a variety of fields --
such as humanities, science and technol ogy --
that not only hel ps pave the way for New York
to have a better future for all, but enhances
our conpetitiveness on a national and gl obal
scal e.

We nust address the inportant issues
surroundi ng our system addressing the needs
of our students, our workers and their

fam lies, and our canpuses by enhanci ng
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support for our prograns, including nental
heal th servi ces.

Now is the tinme to (1) fully fund
col | ective bargai ning agreenents for our
wor kers and canpuses and (2) make expansions
and enhancenents to our prograns and
of ferings so even nore students and their
famlies can join the SUNY famly and thrive
t oget her.

W have to nake expansions to prograns
to allow for other costs to be covered -- for
exanpl e, textbooks, |aptops and equi prent,
other itens that are not just tuition and
fees. These are the real costs for students.
These are the real costs of pursuing an
educati on.

Lastly, our graduate student workers
need support. We very nuch appreciate your
hard work and the funding nmade available to
alleviate the plight we face with respect to
our fees as workers, and hope you wll
continue to address college affordability
this session. W need your hel p.

We need a conmmitnent to include
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| anguage in the budget that would provide the
support we need to elimnate fees for
graduat e student workers once and for all.

As we know, many of our SUNY canpuses
are engi nes of econom c opportunity, so these
ki nds of enhancenents -- for exanple, the TAP
program aid to support our canmpuses such as
the University at Albany -- will help
skyrocket enroll nent and act as an i nvestnent
in our students and investnent in our state.

The onus is on all of us collectively
to support our universities, which includes
goal s to | everage our teaching success, our
research success, and drive econonic and
wor kf or ce devel opnent with nore funded
graduate students and their famlies across
our system

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Ms. Chandl er - Wt er man.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CHANDL ER- WATERMAN:

Thank you, Chair.
| want to thank you all for your work

i n higher education. As you nay know, |
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represent in Brooklyn, so President Kowal
you know everybody needs SUNY Downst at e
Heal t h and Sci ences University and Hospital
to remain open and fully invested in -- about
1 billion, as you discuss. And as you
stated, in making sure that the conmunity
i nput process is intentional and prioritized.

So how is the process for the
Downst ate Community Advi sory Board goi ng?
And the same thing you said about an
extension, can you talk -- and you could talk
the whole time. Go ahead.

DR. KOML: Thank you very rmuch
Assenbl ynenber .

It is a distinct privilege to serve on
t he Downstate Community Advi sory Board
representing all of the three unions that
work there and serve the comunity while at
the sane tinme being cognizant of the
community's deep needs for the best
heal t hcare possible, and the role that
Downst ate has played in that community over
the years in ternms of providing healthcare

and providing the top services that can be
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provi ded while at the sanme tine in the depths
of COVID, being a COVID-only hospital, and
because of that suffering hundreds of
mllions of dollars in |osses, in |ost
revenue that the state never conpensated them
for. So already there was this financial

hit.

Last year the plan to cl ose Downstate
was terrible. | thank the Legislature for
stopping that, for working with the conmunity
to do so. The board that has been created
first took eight nonths to be naned, which is
unconsci onable. And then our first neeting
took place late in Decenber. There has only
been one public hearing. | have called both
within the deliberations of the board, but
al so we heard fromthe conmunity in the one
public hearing we've had so far, that there's
been a denmand for nore public hearings, nore
public access to infornmation so that there is
full transparency. That's the only way that
you're going to get a thriving hospital, but
also a plan that the entire community can get

around and support.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

274

It is inperative that those who are
within the community, that are within SUNY
in the Governor's office and all of us here
t oday, understand that whether we are
t hi nki ng about the education of the next
generation of healthcare professionals, about
the healthcare in Central Brooklyn or the
research that takes place there, |ifesaving
research -- all of that is going to denmand
t he hi ghest possible investnment by the state.

Whatever it takes, it needs to be
done, because to not do so neans that the
institution, whether you're tal king about the
hospital or the educational institution,
they're going to fail. And when that
happens, people are going to die. And the
heal thcare crisis we face in this country
that's bei ng exacerbated by actions
undertaken by the Trunp adm nistration, those
situations have to be confronted directly and
aggressively. That can take place with a
proper plan devel oped with the comunity.

ASSEMBL YWOVAN CHANDL ER- WATERMAN:

Thank you.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

275

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
Senat or Toby Stavi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Thank you,
gent | enen.

Dr. Kowal, follow ng up on your
statenent on Downstate, earlier today
Chancel | or King said he expected the results
by April 1st. Is that realistic or
optim stic or sonething of both?

DR. KOML: |'ma born optimst, but
April 1st is going to be extrenely
challenging. W are studying an institution
that has a wealth of services, dinensions,
and forces at work within it and the
comunity. This is a very conpl ex operation.

And the way | look at it, Senator, is
that we basically have fromwhen we really
started serious work in January, we've got
three nonths. It took eight nonths to put
this board together, and we got |ess than
hal f that anmount of tine. What we heard | oud
and clear fromthe community was that they
wanted the tine extended not indefinitely --

no one wants that. W want this plan
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devel oped and progress nade, and therefore
there are very loud, conmtted voices both on
the panel and in the public that would |ike
to see an extension. The CGovernor can do so
to get us to June 1st, give us a little nore
time so that we can be confident of doing the
right thing.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Thank you.

Prof essor Davis, you heard the -- |
don't know if you heard Chancel | or Matos
Rodriguez today. Can you comment -- if you
heard it, would you conment on sone of his --
is there anything you would like to comrent
on that he spoke about today?

DR. DAVIS: Anything at all?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Wl |, what he spoke
about, obviously.

DR DAVIS: Sure, of course.

Look, I think one of the encouraging
devel opnents that we've seen in the past
coupl e of years in our dynanmic with the CUNY
adm nistration is that the CUNY
adm nistration is now eager to name their

needs from a budgetary point of viewin ways
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that they were reticent to do in prior
executive adm ni strations.

So that is a challenging thing because
t he needs are enornous. On the other hand,
it's encouragi ng because | think we're
pulling in the same direction, the |abor
uni on and the university, when it conmes to
resources. | think the chancellor recognizes
that we need an increased nunber of full-tine
faculty, we need nore nental health
counsel ors, and we need nore academ c
advi sors.

So |'"mpleased also that they're in
pursuit of that remaining $34 mllion to
close the gap in the collective bargaining
agreenent, and |I'm hopeful we can get a pay
bill sooner than later to make that happen.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: And congrat ul ati ons
on the contract. And they had it on their
sheet also, so | think there's unanimty.

Thank you.

DR. DAVIS: Thank you for your
support.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
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Seawr i ght .

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SEAWRI GHT:  Thank you.

Prof essor Davis, congratul ations, as
t he Senator said, on your contract.

You' ve nmentioned a | ot of good things
today |li ke renmoving the age restriction, but
what woul d you consi der your very top budget
priority?

DR. DAVIS: Wll, the university had
an overall what they characterized as a
structural deficit, over $200 mllion as
recently as a couple of years ago. And they
described | think the efforts that they've
made to reduce that now to $60 mllion

We went through, therefore, a period

of a hiring freeze, a vacancy revi ew board

that every hiring decision had to go through

It's been a tough few years even despite the
investnent of the $53 mllion for full-tine
faculty on both the SUNY and the CUNY side.
So for us, again, in terns of being
able to fully staff all the classes with as
many full-time faculty as our students need,

and to give themthe support that they need
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to progress through to graduation, we really
place a high priority on the full-tine
faculty and nental health counsel ors and
academ c advisors. | think the Governor's
new programis a wel cone devel opnment. W
woul d love to see free 60 credits at all the
canpuses, as you know.

But even those progranms in thensel ves
are going to require -- | mean, sonething
i ke a nursing program or an engi neering
program those are resource-intensive
progr ans.

So again, | think it's a great bar to
set, and our goal would be to make sure that
t hose students who cone in, those new
students, are successful in those prograns.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN SEAWRI GHT:  Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUECGER:  Senat or Li u.

SENATOR LI U Thank you, Madam Chair.

Thank you, gentlenen, for testifying.

A quick question for M. Davis. How
you doi ng, Janes? So | heard your testinony,
and | guess you're pretty rmuch aligned with

what the CUNY | eadership is asking for.
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DR DAVIS: W are. | don't have
their Gold Sheet in front of nme --

SENATOR LI U.  The Gold Sheet, right?

DR. DAVIS: Yeah. W're seeking --

we' re seeking $198 mllion above the
Executive, inclusive of the 34 mllion in
conpl ete coll ective bargaining costs. In
oper ati ng.

SENATOR LIU.  So you're aligned on the
col | ective bargaining costs, the 34 mllion.
Ckay, great.

And | guess a simlar question.

Dr. Kowal, you're asking for nore than what
t he SUNY | eadershi p has asked for.

DR KOWAL: Yeah --

SENATOR LIU.  And specifically for us
to designate legislatively the aid for the
di stressed canpuses?

DR KOMAL: Correct, yes.

And | would add to that, which
didn't get toin ny oral testinony, we are
aligned with SUNY on the request for
Upstate Medical University for the ful

450 mllion for their capital project.
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Where we di sagree strenuously is with
t he Executive Budget's cuts to the
Educati onal Qpportunity Prograns. Terrible
nove. Once again we thank the Legislature
for the strong support of these prograns.

| f the chancellor and the CGovernor are
concerned about attracting nore students,
it's EOP that does it, bringing in students
who otherwi se will not be in SUNY school s.
And so therefore that program should grow
aggressively. W're calling for an increase
of 20 mllion, let alone the reestablishnment
of what you all put into the budget | ast
year.

SENATOR LI U: Does the SUNY
| eadership -- are they going to be good with
t hat ?

DR. KOML: It's confusing and
di stressing that they don't seemto be nore
enthusiastic. 1'll leave it at that. And we
have had conversations about that.

But | think it's inperative that, yes,
ACE and ASAP are great at retention, but EOP

attracts and retains and graduates students
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at higher rates than the general population
at  SUNY.

SENATOR LI U.  Ckay. And are there any
precedents for us to legislatively earnmark
funds for SUNY and tell them exactly where to
send it?

DR. KOML: Yes. Presently in the
budget there are itens -- canpuses are |lined
out within the budget and those lines within
t he budget have not changed in 15 years.
everyt hi ng has been basically bl ock-funded to
canpuses where you can adjust those |ines.
And that's how you would do it.

SENATOR LI U Thank you.

And | especially want to thank
M. Hershenson. This is not the first tine
he's spoken here before this conmttee,
although I think this is the first time in
this responsibility.

| just want to caution you that a
certain influential Assenblynmenber is about
to ask you questions, and anythi ng goes.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI U Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Eachus.
ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS: Thank you,
Chair Pretlow

Dr. Davis, | want to totally agree
with you about we need to get rid of those
age restrictions on the Governor's
Qpportunity Promise Program This is going
to be another program-- and we have too nany
of them-- where the finances will be there
but they won't be taken advantage of.
truly believe that it's younger than 25 that
wi |l be taking advantage of those prograns
and al .

M . Cushman, you tal ked about the need
for a $100 mllion investnment. That's the
operating costs, as well as salaries and so
on |ike that, to support the Governor's
Qpportunity Prom se. Because if we don't
give that, we could be |ooking at a deficit
al nrost in that anount for the community
coll eges and so on like that, because so many
of the prograns that she has identified
cost -- as was nentioned in several of

t hese -- $7500 to $10, 000 nore.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

284

Is that correct, we could be in
t hat debt --

MR. CUSHMAN: That's correct. And the
coll eges won't have a deficit because we have
to adjust -- we have to bal ance every single
budget at every single college. That neans
we're going to have to cut in other areas or
reduce the nunber of students that attend,

t he nunber of seats.

And what's happened is that the
7500 -- the reason for that is that at one
time there was enough students comng into
the liberal arts mx with a higher ratio to
be able to offset the costs of those other
students. Now, with -- the students are
changi ng and there's nore going to those
wor kf orce programs. And now we are seeing
significant reductions, and it's really
putting the squeeze on the coll eges.

ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS: Yeah, 1'd like to
see a lot of the noney that we put outside to
wor kf orce training actually going to the
community col | eges thensel ves.

The community coll eges, in my opinion,
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have the physical facilities already as well
as nuch of the staff. They can do the
reporting already. Wiy we're creating new
physical facilities to do this I don't know.

My final question is to Fred Kowal. |
understand that we can direct the noney to
various different locations. So ny question
is, did you hear Chancellor King this norning
respond to nmy question about where are these
fiscally-in-jeopardy places? And would you
agree with what his response was? He gave
like five different |ocations that he said
are just fine now, basically.

DR KOWAL: Yeah, and | think -- well,
the nunbers that we cite in ny witten
testinmony, those are SUNY nunbers as of fal
of last year. So there may be adjustnents
because it's a snapshot; his nunbers and m ne
were different snapshots at different tines.

| don't accept the idea that there are
only five distressed canpuses. W have heard
fromour representative who is here
advocating from Del hi, and he has said, yeah,

he heard the chancellor say there's no
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deficit. He was at a | abor-nmnagenent
neeti ng yesterday and was told they have a
big deficit.

So questions remain as to what the
real situation is.

ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Webb.

SENATCR WEBB: CGood afternoon,
everyone. Thank you, all of you, for your
t esti noni es.

| just want to hone in on a couple of
things. One, | want to direct this to Fred.
with regards to the operational funding
proposal fromthe Governor, just in |istening
to your response to one of my colleague's
guestions about the deficits that sone of our
canmpuses are running, can you just el aborate
on that a little bit nore? Because | know
you said that there's discrepanci es.

And nost certainly | ama big advocate
of increasing funding. |In fact the
Legi slature for the | ast several years has

been i ncreasing operational noney. And |




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

287

think it would be inportant to kind of
provi de sorme additional context there.

And then ny second question is for the
comunity colleges piece. | raised this with
t he chancellor. You know, we nobst certainly
support maki ng community coll ege even nore
accessible for all. But, you know, |
continue to grow concerned that our conmunity
col | eges do not have -- not even just sinply
adequate -- sustainable funding to continue
to grow in the ways that they need to,
especially as they play such a pivotal role
i n wor kforce devel opnent, anongst many ot her
t hi ngs.

So if you could speak to those issues.
Thank you. And I'ma proud UUP nenber, by
t he way.

DR. KOML: Thank you for that,
Senat or .

| would just add to what | had said
earlier to the Assenbl ynan's question. One
of the concerns that | have is such a heavy
enphasis is placed -- and we wel cone the

increase in enroll nent at SUNY canpuses
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across the board, but | place for your study
t he exanple of Cortland, where enroll nent has
risen consistently, their classroons are
packed, and yet their financial challenges
remai n.

The financial challenges -- the
deficit is what it is -- was created in the
Cuono years with the flat budgets and the
poor financing, which you all have attenpted
to, along with the Governor, to address. The
funding needs to increase directly to these
canpuses. They're growi ng, but let's get
them out of their deficits now so that they
can grow and not worry about contracting
progranms when there's nore students com ng
in.

(I naudi bl e; off the record.)

MR. SAKO  Yes, | think conmunity
colleges in particular, one of our issues are
going to be the high-need prograns. W're
going to need nore faculty, nore staff.

In nursing they're going to need nore
pl acenents for the students in the nedica

areas. In the trade areas you can only have




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

289

so many people in a classroom And now t hat
we' re sonewhat downsi zed in sone of the
|iberal arts areas, it is going to create a
financial difficulty, as our coll eagues here
have said, so.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Ra.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Good afternoon.

On the community col |l ege fundi ng, you
gave a nunber with regard to the -- getting
to the statutory level. Can you repeat that?

MR SAKO Yes. One second. Yes,
we're requesting 429 million and an
additional 95 mllion to get to the
33 percent. That's what | said in the
t esti nony.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Ckay, thank you. As
many of us know, in the absence of that a
much hi gher percentage is falling on the
students than is supposed to be, and we're
supposed to have the dividing of
responsibilities, and the state really should
be at that percentage so that we're not
getting into, you know, the |ow 40s

percentage falling on the students in the
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formof tuition

But one of the things that, you know,
is really striking when you | ook at the
nunbers is how we fund our conmunity coll eges
versus four-year institutions. And even when
you take the state's side of it, the county's
side of it, it's really like I ess than half
what we're | ooking at when we have a
four-year student.

So | guess ny general question is, is
the FTE, the head count nodel outdated?
Shoul d we be | ooking at a better way of
getting at making sure there is nore parity
with regard to funding students in conmunity
col | eges?

MR. SAKO (To M. Cushman) [|'11I
mention it fromny side of the aisle, and I'm
sure you've got a comment.

| would say that it's an anti quated
system | think we need to figure a way to
i nsul ate the canpuses, you know, fromthe
enrol I ment trends but also with sone of these
initiatives of the free tuition, it's going

to strain our budgets further.
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So, you know, we've got to cone up
with some way of, you know, funding to a
| evel where we know and we can plan. That
woul d be ny part.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  And if anybody -- oh,
go ahead.

MR. CUSHMAN. | just concur that the
nodel is broken. You |ook at our students,
and nost of themare -- a typical student
woul d be a 27-year-old single nomwho's
wor ki ng. They've got to go part-tine. And
we've got nore of them they require nore
support services. W can't give thema
guarter of a support service. So yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  And ny col | eague was
saying this earlier, that, you know, it's not
necessarily always sonmebody coming for a ful
program they may be comng for a
certificates, you know And we -- a |lot of
that gets lost in the way we're funding this.

So thank you. Thank you all for being
here.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAl RWOVAN KRUECGER:  Senator Giffo.
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SENATOR CGRI FFO  Thank you.

Dr. Kowal, for you, appreciate the
passi on that you had on behalf of the efforts
and the investnment in Downstate Medical
| mportant. But you al so represent the
Upstate comunity too, correct?

DR KOWAL: That is correct.

SENATOR GRIFFO  And in ny view, the
i nvestment there at the university,

Upstate University, has been pretty frail.
And there are significant needs there right
now. And there's an effort to nake an
appropriation this year, but | think it's
insufficient.

So what can or should you be doing or
will be doing to advocate for some parity
there to avoid the potential challenges and
probl ens that are foreseeabl e?

DR KOWAL: Yeah, and | think
Senat or, when you tal k about potenti al
f oreseeabl e probl ens, they are serious should
t he fundi ng not occur.

That our union and the | eadership at

Upstate have worked together very carefully
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and very closely in devel opi ng the proposal,
the $450 mllion proposal that SUNY, to its
credit, proposed and the Executive Budget put
in the 200 mllion.

W continue to advocate with all of
t he unions with whomwe work -- NYSUT,
AFL-CIO. W're all on board with the idea,
no, we want the full 450 mllion for that.
It has to be done. | live in Schoharie
County. Trauma | center, all the inportant
services that | nmay need at the biggest and
best hospital in upstate, it's Upstate. It's
in Syracuse. And it's not here in Al bany --
with apologies to the folks from Al bany -- it
is Upstate.

The burn center, the trauma center
serving, you know, 20, 30 counties -- it is
i nperative that the investnent be made. And
so we're going to fight very hard for that.
And we appreciate the support of upstate
legislators. In fact, | think this is a tine
for upstate and downstate |egislators to work
toget her to address this | ongstanding

healthcare issue in terns of healthcare
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delivery both in Central Brooklyn but also in
upstate with that facility that's so vitally
i mportant.

You have situation, Senator, and |I'm
sure you're aware, where you've got people
who go into the energency departnent and they
don't ever get a room they get a spot in a
corridor and it's nunbered. That's their,
guot e unquote, room That's how badly the
upgrades are necessary, and yet the services
are still topnotch.

And so this investnment is very, very
vitally inmportant and we're going to fight
for it very hard, and | ook forward to having
your support.

SENATOR CGRI FFO  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOWN  Assenbl yman Qti s.
ASSEMBLYMAN OTl S:  Thank you,
gentlemen. And a question, |I'll maybe start

with M. Hershenson but go down the line.

Any conment -- | chair the Assenbly

Comm ttee on Science and Technol ogy, and so
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certainly interested in your inpressions on,
in your institutions that you work with, the
roll out of expanded use of Al for students or
ot herwi se. Any observations? And if we
don't have -- in three mnutes, if we don't
get it all in, other conments offline, would
appreci ate them

MR. HERSHENSON: Sure. | wll say
t hat our menbers across SUNY are involved in
the research, we're involved in analyzing the
tools and different areas in which we're
bringing forward sonme of these tools and
resources to students, and also for
university research. So we're at the
forefront of artificial intelligence as the
graduat e students conducting research at
SUNY.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIl S: That's great.

DR. KOML: And obviously we're
wor ki ng closely with the graduate students in
t he research that our nenbers do, but also
we're working with SUNY administration to
ensure that the work of our menbers is

protected and ultimately it is the human
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el ement that has ultimate control over what
happens in the classroomand in the
wor kspace.

MR. CUSHMAN. From a comunity coll ege
perspective, we're working together with CUNY
comunity colleges to actually start to
devel op the curricula to educate the students
in the proper use of Al. There's a |ot of
| essons to be | earned fromthings that
happened with Twitter and X and Facebook that
we need to take advantage of.

And the community coll ege systens are
uni quely positioned. W can reach every
single -- every single person in the State of
New York by comruting. And all the snal
busi nesses in particular really need this
ki nd of support. They can't do this on their
own.

MR. SAKO | think currently we're
nore in an investigatory phase and we're
havi ng conversations, also in negotiations
about it as well.

DR. DAVIS: Some of the nobst exciting

work in Al that's happening at CUNY right now
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is around how Al can be used with integrity
and appropriately in the disciplines. And
that's really where our faculty are doing
interesting work within their expertise.

We're concerned, fromthe point of
view of the |abor union, as Dr. Kowal said,
that robots don't replace it. W believe
t hat our nmenbers do good work with students,
and so of course in any environment of
i ntense efficiency seeking, there is going to
be an appeal to try to figure out ways to
have machi nes do the work that people do. W
see it across nmany industries. Higher
education is one where | think we need to
tread really carefully around that. Wich is
not to say there's no place for Al, but one
needs to be really mndful of the inpact of
real human bei ngs.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTl S:  Thank you all for
your coments. And if you want to send us
something in witing with nore detail
appreciate it.

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senator Tom
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O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Good afternoon, gentlenen. Thank you
for your testinony.

| think 1"l start with Chair Cushman,
a comunity college question on the free
tuition Qpportunity Prom se Program There's
been concerns raised about how that total
nunber was reached and whet her the funding
attached to it in the Executive Budget is
going to be sufficient to cover that.

What perspective do you have, and what
was the involvenent? And others can junp in
after M. Cushnman on what was -- what input
were you given into this process and to these
hi gh- demand areas and the overall funding
mechani sm here?

MR. CUSHVAN. Well, the college has
been focused on these areas for years, and
we' ve been operating at a deficit in each of
t hem but managi ng to get by.

W had no input init. It was a
surprise. | got a call the norning of the

announcenent fromthe Governor that this is
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goi ng to be announced.

So | believe there's like a
$28 mllion allocation. A mllion is going
towards pronmotion. | think 3 mllion is
going to get split between the 30 conmunity
coll eges to do sonmething. You can do the
math on that.

SENATOR O MARA: Have you had a chance
to | ook at the projections on what it's going
to do to enroll nent and whet her the funding
attached to it in this budget proposal is
going to be sufficient, in your opinion?

MR CUSHMAN: |'m concerned that we
can expand even for five nore students right
now, never mnd -- yeah. So yeah, it's a
concer n.

SENATOR O MARA: (kay. Anyone el se
want to --

MR. SAKO Yeah, 1'd like to just say

that | like the concept, | think it's a good
concept. | think they need to adjust the age
situation.

But | think we need to | ook cl oser

into additional funding for those prograns
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because, as has been said a couple of tines
here, the nonies aren't there to actually
expand it because we've got |esser students
and, you know, it's much harder to continue
t hose prograns when you have limted

resour ces.

SENATOR O MARA: Do you have any
t houghts on any -- nmaybe ot her hi gh-demand
areas, in your opinions, that weren't
included in this proposal that potentially
should be? | nmean, is it kind of different
in different regions what's in denand at that
point in time?

MR, CUSHVAN. It's clearly different
in each -- if you' ve been to one comunity
col | ege, you've been to one comrunity
col | ege.

(Laughter.)

MR. CUSHMAN. They're so unique. Each
area has its own uni que needs.

We run an LPN programthat's a
hi gh- demand programthat won't be covered by
this at all. 1 think North Country al so does

so. Sone colleges don't even have a nursing
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program others have nore robust. Sonme have
nore -- if they've got manufacturing in their
area, they do manufacturing.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you all

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynman
Epst ei n.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N.  Thank you,
Chair. And thank you all for being here and
all the work you do.

Brad, 1'Il start with you. So I
appreciate you trying to get the fees waived.
It's something that's really inportant for
us. | know we've taken small steps. | want
to ask you about TAP for grad school and
where your nenbership is on trying to expand
TAP for grad prograns.

MR. HERSHENSON: Sure. And I'l]|
preface this by saying, you know, we need
direct --

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  You need to
speak in the mc and be quick.

MR. HERSHENSON: Sure. W need

support for our graduate workers. W need to
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expand TAP, we need to nake TAP available to
grad workers. And we need to make sure it's
ever - expansive -- not just tuition, but also
the actual real costs associated with
pursui ng a degree. So textbooks, housing,
food, transportation -- these are the things
i n which our nmenbers need support in order to
pursue their degrees.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  Ckay. Janes,
just on 34 mllion, sois it -- we heard the
chancel l or talk earlier about wanting the
nmoney. Clearly this is sonmething that's
i nperative for you and your nenbers. You
just did a contract.

What do we need -- what do we need to
be the nessage to send to the Governor on
this? Like howcritical is this at this
poi nt ?

DR. DAVIS: Yeah, it's really
critical. Assenblynmenber, thank you for the
guestion. Look, when we | ook around the
state at the other public-sector |abor
contracts that have been settled in the past

few years, they' ve been taken care of fully.
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We really appreciate the fact that there's
$192 mllion in to cover retro pay and a
ratification bonus.

But 34 mllion -- that's about a
1-1/ 3 percent raise for all of ny nmenbers
altogether. So if it's a pay bill that needs
to happen, we woul d appreciate --

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN: Does it change
the 61 percent full-time versus adjunct
threshold with the actual noney? The
chancel | or nmentioned 61 percent are full-tine
staff, 39 adjuncts. Does this additional
34 mllion inpact that at all?

DR DAVIS: First of all, I would need
to see the data that drove those particul ar
nunbers, because they don't make sense to ne
on the face of it. But -- so | want to
foll ow up about that.

No, | think the key piece here is,
right, we would need additional operating
funding to try to nove sonme of our part-tine
faculty into full-time positions.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N.  Beyond the
34 mllion, right?
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DR DAVIS: Yeah.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  Ckay. And just
either for you or for Fred just on students
with disabilities. W see this being a
|arger crisis that students with disabilities
aren't getting the support that you need.

What are your unions seeing on the
ground for students, and what should we be
doi ng to advance those issues?

DR. KOML: Yeah, once again | would
say that though there's a | ot of verbiage
that's used, you know, expressing support
fromthe | eadership of SUNY and canpuses, you
know, i ndividual admnistrations in support
of students with disabilities and so forth,
the funding isn't there. It needs to be
t here.

We know that we've got allies in the
Legi slature that push for it, and we stand
with you. There needs to be additional
funding for disability services across the
boar d.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N.  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
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O her Senators? Me. H. | don't
have questions, | guess | have a statenent
that you are welconme to respond to.

W're sitting here, we all know we're
committed to higher ed. W also know
el ecti ons have consequences, and right now
Washi ngton is proposing to cut hundreds of
billions of dollars out of the nost
fundanmental prograns in this state and the
ot her 49 states.

So | just want to be a realist. W're
not going to have nore noney for higher
education, we're going to have | ess noney.
We're going to have | ess noney for
heal thcare. They're tal king about cutting
$800 billion out of Medicaid alone. W're
going to have | ess noney for housing.
They've cut half the staff at HUD al r eady.
We're going to have | ess noney for
envi ronnment al t hi ngs.

So we all here can want exactly what
you want. |'ve got to tell you, this isn't
t he year you're going to have good news. And

| would urge you all to both think about what
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are ways that we hold oursel ves together

under nore difficult circunstances than you
are al ready describing, and what do we do --
even though we don't do politics in this room
right now -- to nake sure that the next set

of elections have different consequences,
because ot herwi se we'll be having nuch worse
conversations over the next few years.

And you can respond to me or just
think, Oh, we don't want to talk to Liz
Krueger, this is bad news. But | just want
to be as honest as | can about what |I'm
seeing in the future. And |I'mreadi ng press
ri ght now about the Congress deciding to cut
hundreds of billions of dollars out of our
nati onal budget. And the things that they
are targeting absolutely hit New York State
harder than nost other states in this
country, for a variety of reasons.

DR. KOMAL: Well, Senator, | welcome
your directness and bluntness. | think that
it's inmportant for all of us to realize that
what's com ng from Washi ngton i s Arnmageddon

My response, two-part response -- and
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"1l be brief so ny coll eagues can speak as
well. First, | would hope that this state,
whi ch has a tradition of progressivism of
bot h Republicans and Denocrats, that we wl|l
offer this country a different way forward by
t axi ng those who have the nost, as they're
going to be getting tax cuts, and using those
resources as best we can to inprove public
servi ces, healthcare, education and so forth.

And secondly, to do what we can to
ensure that those who represent us in
Washi ngton know what really needs to be done
in defense of the best that our society does
and in defense of our denocracy.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

MR. CUSHVAN. | would agree with that
and just also add that | think we have
choices on a lot of things that we're
funding, and to the extent that we fund sone
nore and sone less, | think education is the
one that will return on your investnment.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Does anyone el se
want to respond to that? Because I'll give

you ny three m nutes.
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MR. HERSHENSON: Sure. 1'd just l|ike
to say if we don't fund public higher
education, the canpuses are going to be
forced to nake decisions that inmpact graduate
student workers. They're going to be
i npacti ng the hardworki ng uni on nenbers of
our campus. W grade the papers, we teach
the cl asses, we give the exans.

| f we do not fund public higher
education, the canpuses are going to take the
noney from sonmewhere. And that's going to go
fromthe food pantries to other places. It's
going to make it so that our
har dwor ki ng uni on nenbers don't have the
critical services that ny coll eagues have
shared on each and every canpus. It is so
critical to our nenbers pursuing their
degrees and supporting their famlies.

So it is now nore than ever the nost
critical time to fund public higher
educati on.

MR SAKO I'd just like to say
education is the key to econon c success.

And it is refreshing to hear you say
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sonmething that's not alie. And |I've been
sayi ng that about Washington, so | may not
have said that appropriately.

But | understand, and it's refreshing
to hear that. However, it's not refreshing
to hear your idea that, you know, there's no
funding. And | understand. But what's going
on in Washington is just despicable and I'm
sorry that we have to be in this situation
But | think that New York State is better
than this. And | think we can find ways to
educat e our popul ation and be the | eader in
this country that it needs.

DR. DAVIS: | nean, we do sonething
really special in the city and the state
university systens. The return on investnent
is tremendous. And in the CUNY system al one,
we have al nbst 300, 000 students. A third of
our students were born in another country, 75
to 80 percent of our students are students of
color. Qur faculty doesn't look all Ilike
this table; diverse faculty as well.

We do sonething that is profoundly

i mportant, not just economcally but for the
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society and the culture in higher education.
And so recogni zi ng, Senator Krueger, the
realities comng out of DC right now, this is
al so a question about the narrative that we
put out there, and it's a question of power.

And so | do think that we all, all of
us in this room have an obligation to
pressure and work with our representatives in
DC to put a different public narrative out
there that tal ks about why it's so critical
that we do the work we do. Cbviously
heal t hcare, right? Gbviously housing. So
many needs are going to be on the chopping
bl ock.

But hi gher education -- | nean, J.D.
Vance said that professors are the eneny for
a reason. He's trying to stoke a culture
war, but he knows that a highly educated
citizenry is an eneny of the agenda that that
adm nistration is pursuing. 1 think we all
know that here. And | think we should be
proud of standing up for public higher
education for that reason.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you for
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gi ving me your three m nutes.

The Senate is done.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW The Senate is done?
Then I will go to Assenblyman Stirpe.

ASSEMBLYMAN STIRPE: Hi, there.

And this is for George. Let's turn
this sort of upside down. |If | told you that
comunity coll eges are not going to get an
extra $30 mllion of operating funds, they're
going to inplenent this new free community
col |l ege program w th 28, 000-what ever
students, can you imgi ne what things wll
have to be cut in order to nake that happen?

MR. CUSHMAN. Thanks, Judge Stirpe.

ASSEMBLYMAN STI RPE:  (Laughi ng.)

MR. CUSHMAN. Good to see you again.

We're going to have to limt the
nunber of students com ng into the prograns.
It's wonderful that we've got TAP for the
| owi ncome students, but it's al nost cynical
to think that they wouldn't be able to get
into a seat at the college for a programlike
t hat .

And the community coll eges
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unfortunately have had a coupl e of decades of
l ack of investnent, so we're used to
trimmng. But we're kind of into bone at
this point, the muscle's gone. So it's going
to be very, very painful and it's going to be
a conbi nation of services and faculty and
staff -- which is just the nost painful thing
that we ever have to do -- along with raising
tuition. Again, we're the fourth-highest in
the country for tuition for conmunity
colleges. And that hits nmaybe not the

| ow-i nconme students that are getting TAP, but
certainly it hits the mddle-class students.
(I naudi bl e.)

ASSEMBLYMAN STI RPE:  Yeah. | nean,
what one community coll ege president told ne,
he said: The question is, do you want nore
students or do you want nore trained
enpl oyees com ng out the other end? W can
do nore students, we just can't provide al
t he resources necessary to give themthe
skills that are needed for all these jobs
that are out there.

And that's really the biggest problem
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and | hope everybody recogni zes that.

MR CUSHVAN: Yes, | -- one of our
trustees on our -- at Genesee had a
manuf act uri ng conpany and she really coul dn't
get -- she's on the board for Genesee and
still had trouble getting the qualified
people. And she's just one of nmany snall
busi nesses that -- unfortunately, she had to
sell it to sonmebody out of state.

ASSEMBLYMAN STI RPE: Okay. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
McMahon.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN McMAHON:  Thank you,
Chair. Hi, everyone.

| just -- 1 really appreciate Senat or
Krueger's message of tough love and reality,
realism There's so much uncertainty that's
been injected into this whole process this
year. And it's made uni que chal |l enges for
all of us. But |I also appreciate all of your
remarks in response to that. | agree with
you that higher education is the best
investnent in our workforce, in our

comunities and in our future. So thank you
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for that.

And | think we also have to --
agree, | think you said we have to share this
narrative with the people who can make a
difference at this point about it.

So noving on fromthat, | represent a
district in Western New York. | have
SUNY Buffalo in ny district, and it's, you
know, a flagship university. 1It's doing
great. I'ma little nore concerned about
pl aces |i ke Fredonia and Buff State and these
di stressed school s.

So how do we -- | guess ny question is
kind of for Fred, naybe Andy. W need to
i ncrease enroll ment at these places, but |'ve
heard -- and we've worked to address the TAP
gap, so we're working to nake tuition
affordable. But then there's room and board
and those other expenses. And so we want
people to go to these communities upstate
because these schools are really the econonic
drivers of these communities in many pl aces.
But | don't know if we've really nade it

reachable for a | ot of downstate people who




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

315

m ght -- or like New York City students who
mght just find it easier to stay in New York
Cty.

So any thoughts? I'msorry, | took
two m nutes out of the three.

DR. KOML: No, Assenbl ynenber, thank
you. It's a central question, especially in
pl aces |i ke Fredonia, Buffalo State. And |
t hi nk what we have seen in ternms of the
fall-off in enrollnment at those places is a
direct result of underinvestment for over
10 years. So rmuch noney is needed in terns
of operations that recruit students and then
retain them and keep themat the institution
so they can succeed.

One of the indicators that | would
draw your attention to is on page 9 of ny
witten testinony where it shows the
i ncredi ble cost of roomand board that far
out paces tuition. W are mssing -- we have
data, and it's national as well as New York
State. W have data that shows that SUNY is
not attracting students who are somewhat

interested in going to higher education but
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they can't because they see it as totally out
of reach economically and financially.

The students are there, but we need to
make it affordable. And that's why the
Qpportunity Program of tuition needs to be
expanded beyond conmunity coll eges.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN McMAHON:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  And t hank you
gentlemen. This ends this section of the
heari ng.

DR. DAVIS: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW I'Il now call up
Panel D: The Enpire State University Student
Gover nnent Associ ation; CCNY Al umi
Associ ation; University Student Senate of
CUNY; and the State University of New York
St udent Assenbly.

(Pause off the record.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW |s someone m ssing?

M5. LERNER: Yeah, we're m ssing one
per son.

CHAIl RMOVAN KRUEGER: So starting from
my right, just say who you are so they know

who you are in the booth, and then we'll
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figure out who's not here.

MR. HARVEY: G o Harvey, president of
t he SUNY Student Assenbly.

MS. LERNER: Gabrielle Lerner,
presi dent of the Student Governnent
Association at Enpire State University.

MR. REDEN:. Dani el Reden, the CUNY
Uni versity Student Trustee and chairman of
the University Student Senate.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Ckay, so the
Enpire State University Student Governnment
Associ ation is not here.

MS. LERNER: That's ne.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Ch, that is you,
"' m so sorry.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  CUNY Al umi
Associ ation is not here.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  The CUNY Al ummi
Association is not here. Ckay, fine.

Shall we start to the right and go
down?

MR. HARVEY: Well, good afternoon,

Chairs Krueger, Pretlow, Hyndnman and Stavi sky

and esteened nenbers of the Legislature.
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Thank you for the opportunity to address you
t oday.

My name is G ovanni Harvey, and | have
the privilege of serving as the president of
t he SUNY Student Assenbly, representing over
1.3 million students across all 64 SUNY
canmpuses, and | al so serve as the student
trustee while pursuing ny master's degree at
the University at Al bany.

First I want to express ny sincere
gratitude to Governor Hochul and the
Legi sl ature for your ongoing investnents into
SUNY students. Your conmtnent has been
transformative, strengthening our campuses
and enhanci ng the student experience
st at ew de.

Governor Hochul's proposed increase in
operating aid for fiscal year '25-'26 is
critical to maintaining the quality of
education and essential student services here
at SUNY. W strongly urge the Legislature to
support this increase. Qur canpuses require
significant capital investnments to address

aging infrastructure, and with this
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i nvestment we can create nodern, accessible
and sust ai nabl e | earning environnents that
wi | | enhance student success, foster

i nnovation, and ensure our canpuses renain
conpetitive.

Affordability remains a top priority
for students and famlies. To inprove the
Excel si or Schol arshi p, we propose reducing
the credit-hour requirenent from30 to 24
annual Iy, elimnating the continuous
enrol | ment requirenent, expandi ng the awards

to cover student fees, and al so increasing

the incone eligibility threshold to $180, 000.

These changes will ensure nore students can
benefit fromthis programw thout barriers
t hat di sproportionately inpact part-tinme and
wor ki ng students.

To pronote equity and opportunity, we
advocate for an increase of $20 mllion to
t he Educational Qpportunity Program As a
proud EOP alum nysel f, | know firsthand the
Iife-changing inpact of this program The
support | received through EOP made bot h of
my SUNY degrees and ny next degree possible,




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

320

and | stand here today because of that
i nvestment nmade in students like nyself.

So expanding EOP to all 64 canpuses
will ensure that nore New Yorkers can access
thi s i nval uabl e opportunity.

Addi tionally, as the SUNY Student
Assenbly we request a $5 million investnent
to strengthen diversity, equity and inclusion
efforts across our canpuses, ensuring every
student, regardless of background, has the
support they need to thrive.

We also call for increased investnent
in student well-being. Nearly a quarter of
col | ege students face food insecurities, and
SUNY canpus food pantries provide a safety
net. W propose an increased investnent to
enhance and expand these efforts across our
syst em

Additionally, as the demand for nental
heal th services continues to rise, we request
a $10 mllion investnent to increase staffing
and i nprove access to these critical
resources for our students.

So to close, these investnents are
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essential to maintaining SUNY's excel |l ence
and ensuring that higher education in

New York remai ns af fordable, accessible and
hi gh-quality.

Thank you for your tine and your
unwavering comm tment to SUNY students.
| ook forward to any questions you may have.

M5. LERNER: Good afternoon,
Chai r person Krueger, Chairperson Pretlow,

di stingui shed nenbers of the Senate Finance
Comm ttee and Assenbly Ways and Means

Comm ttee. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify today.

My name is Gabrielle Lerner, and |
serve as the Student Governnent Association
president at Enpire State University. |'m
not just a student leader, |I'malso a
graduate student, a parent to a
five-year-old, and an advocate for a | arge
and often overl ooked group: non-traditional
and online students.

These students are the backbone of our
hi gher education system They are working

parents, mlitary-affiliated |earners,
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full-time enpl oyees, and i ndividuals
returning to school after years, sonetines
decades away. They juggle jobs, famli es,
and coursework, often studying |ate at night
after putting their kids to bed or finishing
a long shift. Yet the systemwas not built
with themin mnd.

One-third of all SUNY students fit the
definition of a non-traditional student. Yet
many policies and resources still assune a
traditional, full-time, on-canmpus experience.
Today | would like to address sone of the
mai n i ssues that are plaguing online
students, including childcare, digital
accessibility, and housing.

The Governnent Accountability Ofice
estimates that one in five coll ege students
are parents, and the biggest barrier to
returning to school for students who have
dropped out is famly commtnents. The good
news is that during the 2022-2023 academ c
year, SUNY offered approximately 4, 500
childcare slots across the 46 SUNY canpuses

that have a childcare center on-site, which
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served 795 student parents. The bad news is
t hat now we need to do some math. So if one
in five college students are parents and
there are approxi mately 468,000 students
enrolled at SUNY, mnus the 795 parents who
benefited from on-canpus chil dcare, that
woul d mean that there are about 92, 805
parents | eft behind.

Affordabl e childcare is a necessity,
not a luxury. Wthout access to childcare or
subsi di es for off-canmpus providers, nany
student parents are forced to make an
i npossi ble choice -- their education or their
children's care.

On the same trend of affordability,
COVI D shined the brightest light on the
i mportance of access to a reliable and stable
i nternet connection. |magine having to go to
St arbucks with your children for hours every
day to conpl ete your coursework because you
don't have access to stable internet
connectivity at hone. Well, that's the
reality for many students who can't afford to

pay $100 per nmonth on wifi. |If it cones down
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to a choi ce between paying for wifi or
groceries to feed their kids for a week, we
will always pick the latter.

But with your help, we can change
that. State-funded technol ogy packages and
subsi dies for internet services could |evel
the playing field and ensure online students
have the tools they need to succeed.

Now, if students can't afford wfi,
can you i magi ne how challenging it is to
af ford housi ng? Housing insecurity is a
crisis for many non-traditional students,
especially those learning online. Unlike
traditional students, they cannot access
canmpus dorns and nust navi gate skyrocketing
rental costs while bal ancing school and work.
Expandi ng st at e-funded housi ng assi stance and
expandi ng TAP to cover off-canmpus housi ng
woul d be a gane-changer.

The truth is that non-traditional
students are not asking for speci al
treatment. We are asking for fairness. W
have an obligation and an opportunity to

shift the paradigmto an inclusive system
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t hat recogni zes the evol ving | andscape of

hi gher education and invests in diverse
opportunities to ensure that every student,
regardl ess of age, enploynent status, or
famly responsibilities, has an opportunity
to succeed.

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

MR. REDEN. Cood afternoon,

Chairs Hyndman, Pretlow, Krueger, Stavisky,
and esteened nmenbers of the New York State
Senat e and Assenbly Hi gher Education
Commi tt ee.

My name is Daniel Reden. | was born
and raised in Brooklyn to N gerian
immgrants. |'ma former foster kid. But
today |I'm before you as the chairperson of
the University Student Senate and a student

trustee of CUNY

| represent over 390,000 CUNY students

across our 25 canpuses who work tirelessly to

earn their degrees despite numerous
chal | enges.

| just want to thank you all for your
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continued support and commitnment to CUNY
students because, as you know and as has been
repeated, fully funding CUNY is an investnent
in New York City's future.

Transportation is a major barrier to
student success. Many students struggle to
afford coomuting, leading to m ssed cl asses
and | ower graduation rates. The CUNY
Uni versity Student Senate student commuter
MetroCard pilot programincluded in the
fiscal year '26 CUNY budget request is
crucial. The 2025 Peopl e's Budget al so
recommends extendi ng free or reduced-cost
MetroCards to the anpunt of $75.5 mllion for
al | CUNY students, highlighting the critical
need for transportation equity.

A state-funded partnership between
CUNY and the MIA woul d reduce fare evasion,
whi ch di sproportionately inpacts | owincone
students -- who nake up 54 percent of our
CUNY student body -- inprove graduation rates
by ensuring students can attend class, and
strengt hen the workforce by supporting

student retention, success and graduati on.
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CUNY students al so face deteriorating
canmpuses conditions, including |eaking
ceilings, nold, inaccessible facilities,
el evators not working, escal ators not
wor ki ng.  These environnments hinder acadenic
success, to say the |east.

And with proper capital funding
outlined in the Executive Budget, CUNY can
provi de safe and inspiring | earning
envi ronnents and keep CUNY in a state of good
repair.

Many students al so struggle with
housi ng, as ny constituents al so nention
housi ng insecurity. And so with adequate
capi tal funding, CUNY can repair and renovate
exi sting housing, fund new housi ng
construction, and devel op targeted prograns
to support honel ess and at-ri sk students.
CUNY student housing is affordabl e housing.

Anot her issue, and I'Il reiterate, is
hunger. It's a wi despread i ssue anong CUNY
students and students in general which
i npacts academ c performance. Fundi ng CUNY

al so neans vendors to reopen canpuses
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cafeterias, expanding food pantries, and
provi di ng af fordabl e and nutritious neal
opti ons.

Lastly, outdated technology limts
student success. CUNY should be nmoving in
| ockstep with technol ogy and not | aggi ng
behind. Conmmunity colleges in particul ar
need i medi ate help to upgrade their wfi,
conputers, and learning tools to remain
conpetitive in this rapid technol ogi cal age
that we're living in.

So -- thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbly Educati on
Chai r per son Hyndnman

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Hi .  Thank
you, Chair Pretlow.

Daniel, it's good to see you agai n.

So you tal ked about the gaps between a
student and what services they need -- not so
much in the academ c part. But because as
you know, the Assenbly's al ways supportive of
not increasing tuition at all. W're very
strong on that. But what about -- | know a

| ot of the CUNY col |l eges now have food
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pantries. There is the Fair Fares
programthat the city offers, as you tal ked
about transportation.

How -- a |l ot of what you're asking for
is like outside the classroom \Wat Kkind of
supports does CUNY give you for what other
prograns the city offers for individuals?
Housing, |i ke the FHEPS program all of those
things that the city agencies offer. 1Is
there any kind of coordination of services?
And what office in CUNY does that?

MR. REDEN. Well, thank you for your
guestion, Alicia. And it is great to see you
again as well.

There is a |lot of resources that are
avai l able to CUNY students. But what |'m
noticing, and what |'ve noticed in my four
months in this position is that there isn't
a centralization or a singular place where
CUNY students can find that.

It shouldn't be where you have to | ook
high and |ow for a resource that you need.
And so in that, working closely with the

senior vice chancellor for technol ogy and the
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chancel | or to upgrade and revanp the

CUNYFi rst portal, in order to make the
resources that CUNY al ready does provide nore
accessible and easier to find for our CUNY
students.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  So what campus
do you attend, and where do you go -- |ike
what CUNY institution is getting it right?

MR. REDEN. Yeah. | nean, | go to the
CUNY School of Professional Studies. It is
the only -- well, chief online institution at
CUNY. And they definitely do it right
because -- out of necessity, right? They
have sonet hing call ed QpenLabs. com which is
a centralized place for the resources, the
SUNY gover nnent organi zations, so on and so
forth, on our |ocal canpus.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMVAN:  Ckay.
Gabrielle, you attend Enpire State. And
don't they offer a lot nore online classes or
credits for education already attained?

M5. LERNER: If you're referring to
prior learning, | guess assessnents, they are

avail able and a | ot of students do utilize
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them And 98 percent of our students are
online. So it is a valuable resource that
our students can utilize to use sone of their
experience to gain credit.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Ckay. Al
right, thank you

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat e?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat ors? Senat or Toby Stavi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger.

And thank you to the students. Thank
you for comng up. Wth all due respect, you
are our clients. And the reason we're asking
t he questions today is because of the
st udents.

And G o, great to see you again. |
have your Student Agenda. And it's
remar kabl e because it really reflects our
thinking as well. |I'mnot going to repeat
it, but these are great recommendations. And
| hope the students just keep their interest

i n governnent, student governnent now, but
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there are nany people in the Legislature who
started just where you're starting now.

| don't know how nmany of you have been
listening to the comm ssioners and the
chancel l ors, et cetera, but would anyone |ike
to comment on any of the points that were

rai sed today?

MR REDEN. 1'Il take it away. Félix
is, fromny perspective -- and | have a very
good perspective -- he's doing everything

that he can with the tools that he has in
order to bring CUNY to a place that he knows
it should be and it will be, which he
outlined in his plan.

So everything he said today is
something that | stand by. | didn't fee
anyt hing that nade ne feel a wong way with
what he said earlier today. So I'll pass it
on.

MR. HARVEY: Always great to see you
as well, Senator Stavisky.

| would just echo the sane sentinents
t hat Dani el shared. Chancellor King has

definitely engaged the students on many of
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the issues that he's tal ked about in his
testi mony, sought our advice, and we are very
much col | aborative partners in this process.

And so we're very grateful for the
support that you all provided us in the
audi ence. You have al so given us to share
sonme of these concerns and al so express sone
i deas that we have to in fact nmake SUNY the
institution that we all knowit's on its way
to.

And just to echo what the chancell or
said, SUNY is on the nove. And | would |ike
to add nmy own phrase: Qur students are
| eaders. SUNY students |ead every day in the
cl assroom t hrough the investnents that you
all have provided and as well as the advocacy
that we have done in partnership with our
chancellor. W have seen sone real results,
and our students are |eading in and outside
of the classroom

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
Seawr i ght .

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SEAWRI GHT:  Thank you to
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each of you for your activism your
| eadershi p as student | eaders.

In terms of internet access for online
students, I'll direct that question to G o.

And for Gabrielle, do you think
there's a great demand for nore nental health
counsel ors on canpus?

And for Daniel, | wanted to just touch
base with you on the food pantries on the
CUNY canpuses.

And if you could each just share about
each of those subjects.

MR. HARVEY: Thank you, Assenbl ywoman.

So | would agree, absolutely, we need
nore investnents into internet access for our
students, both online and students in rural
comunities. Sone of our canpuses are in
sonme of the ruralest parts of the state. So
al ways increased investnent in that area for
our students would go a | ong way.

And in ternms of your question about
nment al health, absolutely, we need nore
investnments into mental health to increase

staffing at sone of our canpuses so students
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have access and they're not experiencing any
lag in services. And al so expandi ng our
mental health prograns to tel ehealth and
telenedicine is also very inportant and
critical for our students. And thank you for
your support and work on that.

M5. LERNER:  Thank you.

So really quickly, I would also like
to address the internet issue. And there are
progranms -- | guess were/are. So the federal
government used to have the Affordable
Connectivity Program but that expired
June 1st. That was a pretty solid program
that was helping a | ot of our students.

On January 23rd the Governor's
af f ordabl e broadband act cane out, and it was
taken into effect. However, it's only for
i ke | owincome popul ations, and a | ot of
students kind of, you know, |ive paycheck to
paycheck even if they |ive above the nedi an
on paper.

So for mental health counselors, we
actually have a tel ehealth kind of approach

at our school and we don't have any in-house
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counselors. And |I'Il say that the telehealth
approach i s perhaps not the nost personal or
per sonabl e solution for students to be able
to make those connections. They spent a | ot
of time just kind of reiterating what they
had al ready shared with the previ ous person
if they utilized that service.

So I'"ma strong proponent for
on- canpus counsel ors. Thank you

MR. REDEN. Thank you,
Assenbl ywoman Seawri ght, for your question

Yeah, food pantries are very, very
inmportant. |'ve gone to a food pantry mnysel f
and it's been a source of -- it's been a
safety net for me and a | ot of other students
as well who don't have the noney -- | nean,
| ook at the price of eggs, right? -- don't
have the noney to afford food, who have to
choose between work and school .

And so these food pantries that we
have in our canpuses sonetines don't have a
ot of food in them but -- thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
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Senator Joe Giffo.

SENATOR CGRI FFO  Thank you all for
bei ng here, for your presentation.

G o, good to see you again

If I were to ask you today -- because
there's a nunber of issues that have been
raised, right -- if you could identify what
you consider what is the top chall enge,
concern and need, from your perspective.

MR. HARVEY: G eat to see you as well,

Senat or .

| would say the top chall enge or, you
know, asset we have -- if that was your
guestion. | had a little hard tinme hearing
the first part -- is really increasing

operating and capital aid for our canpuses.
Some of our canpuses are experiencing
infrastructures that haven't been inproved in
decades.

And so in order for our students to
remai n conpetitive and receive -- continue to
receive the cutting-edge education that we're
receiving, we need an investnment in the

facilities in which to do that.
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And | also would just nention, really
qui ckly, just really investing in sone of
t hese basic-need services as we outlined in
t he Students' Agenda to support our students.
W' re super-thankful for the Legislature not
i ncreasing tuition and keepi ng that steady,
but students are still facing significant
chal | enges around basi c needs.

So any support -- or nore support to
i ncrease our food pantry access on our
canmpuses, as well as nental health and
transportation services for students, would
be greatly appreciated.

M5. LERNER: Thank you for your
guesti on.

So I'll say on my canpus it's probably
food insecurity. And we have a really
interesting way of addressing that. W have
a virtual food pantry, which is |I guess the
first of its kind. However, it's only
avai |l abl e to students once per senester and
they have a limt of $76 per person. And
then they send their shipnments through Amazon

or Wal nart.
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And it's areally | guess interesting
concept because goi ng grocery shopping |like
once in four nonths is not really
sust ai nabl e.

So with the student government we
invested a little bit to try and increase
that to four tines a senmester. But even
goi ng food shopping like once a nonth, in
theory, is not enough. And | believe that
some increases with each additional person in
t he househol d.

MR. REDEN. And for USS for CUNY, the
chief ask is probably one of the nobst easiest
ask to bring into reality. 1It's free
Met roCards for CUNY students through the USS
pil ot programthat we've included in the CUNY
state budget, after nonths and nont hs of
research and i nvol ved work and di pl onacy.

It's nental health as well. It's
provi di ng sl ack, giving sonme nental real
estate, showi ng that the state, CUNY has
i nvestment -- not only investnent, but also
faith in them and gi ves themthe opportunity

to have one less thing to worry about.
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Ri ght ?

MetroCards are a pesky thing. |[If you
do the math, it's over $9,000 that you're
spendi ng every year just to get to and from

Thank you.

SENATOR CGRI FFO  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Si non.

(Pause; off the record.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON: No, | was here,
| just wasn't able to press the button.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW She's trying to
thaw out. |It's freezing in here.

(Laughter.)

CHAIl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Sorry.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SI MON:  So thank you all
for your testinony.

And let nme just say that I'mso gl ad
that you focused your testinony on childcare
and how critical that is and what a real --
how necessary it is for our students to be
successful .

And also | just want to say thank you,

Daniel. You know, the very few foster --
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kids who are in foster care ever get to

coll ege, let alone succeed. So that's
extrenely inportant, and it's wonderful to
see you. W've done a lot of work trying to
help with transition and providing nore
support for students. So thank you for being
a great exanple of that.

So, you know, | have a couple of sort
of very basic questions. You know, if
there's the sort of -- | think you may have
answered it alittle bit with transportati on,
but the one sort of barrier that either in
your own experience or in, you know, that of
your -- the folks that you represent, is the
bi ggest barrier to your being successful in

hi gher educati on?

MR. REDEN. Yeah, I'll be quick. It
is transportation. | live in Brownsville,
Brooklyn. | take the subway stop every day.

There was recently a high-profile situation
wher e soneone hopped the turnstile and | ost
his | egs because of -- that could have been
ne.

A lot of students go to school and
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they coormute fromall over the city. And
that, like | said, is providing slack to
students who have -- they're up to their neck
with everything else that is going on.

"1l pass it on.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Ckay. Yes?

MR. HARVEY: Thank you, Assenbl ywoman.

So | would say the biggest barrier is
addr essi ng sonme of those basic needs that |
nmenti oned for our students, whether that's
access to food on canpuses for some of our
community col |l eges; access to transportation,
they're in sone rural areas. And so really
addressi ng the basic needs that our students
are facing is one of the barriers.

And also just the affordability. So
nment i oned about the Excel sior Schol arship and
| ooking to change that credit requirenent.
There are students who need that aid, right,
but because of the credit requirenent and the
ot her stipulations they're not able to access
that. So addressing, you know, the
affordability aspect is inportant.

And al so, you know, nental health is
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very critical. W're thankful for your work
and your advocacy as the chai rwonman of that
commttee. But just addressing, you know,
some of those challenges related to staffing
on- canpus providers, so on and so forth

Thank you.

M5. LERNER:  Thank you.

And | would also like to tal k about
housing. So --

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SI MON:  Twenty seconds.

M5. LERNER: -- right now for
on- canpus students, you know, they can pay
for dorms with Pell. However, that's --
wel |, funding for Pell doesn't seemto be
going in a great direction right now. So
expandi ng TAP to cover off-canpus housing for
students woul d be really hel pful for our
group.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Webb.

SENATOR WEBB: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

And thank you all for being here. |

want to thank you for your, you know,
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continued partnership, especially on
expandi ng nore resources for students.

| was wondering, just going to your
| egi sl ative agenda, if you could go into a
little nore detail with regards to the
climate that you're seeing on your respective
canpuses now, and nost certainly where
supports for expanding nental health
services, also reproductive health services
coul d be hel pful, along with the Excel sior
program changes that you nentioned that need
t o happen.

So whoever wants to junp in on that.

MR. HARVEY: Good to see you,
Senat or Webb, and thank you for your work and
your chanpi oni ng SUNY.

| would say, you know, the clinate
ri ght now around those issues -- again,
students are | ooking for that increased
i nvestrment into these areas. You know, food
pantries and -- you know, food insecurity is
definitely top of mnd for students.

Al so you nentioned sonme of the work

around, you know, nental health. W're
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grateful for that support. W' re |ooking for
nore increased support. M canpus,
Uni versity at Al bany, through the CAPS
program provides a really robust in-person
counsel i ng apparatus as well as an onli ne.
So if we can replicate that, right, across
the system | think that will be hel pful.

Also we really thank you for you
chanpi oni ng the Emergency Contraceptives Act.
Also the University at Al bany just purchased
a vendi ng machi ne that provides those
contraceptives to students, through the great
wor k of Jal en Rose, the president of the
student associ ation there.

So like | said, SUNY students are
| eaders, they're leading in and outside of
the classroom And with your support, we're
going to be able to keep doing that. So
t hank you.

SENATOR WEBB: Thank you.

Anyone el se want to add?

M5. LERNER  Yes, thank you.

So as | nentioned earlier, having sone

i n-house counsel ors and psychol ogi sts woul d
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be gane-changi ng for us.

And as for the other itens, because
we're like an online school and a | ot of our
students are a little bit ol der, we don't
really see those issues specifically. But I
guess on a simlar note, providing nmenstrual
products for students across SUNY woul d al so

be a nonunental thing to invest in. So just

a --
MR REDEN:. Let's go out.
(Laughter; overtal k.)

M5. LERNER: So "no" for that.
MR REDEN: W' ve never been so
connected, yet so alone. This age, |ike I

t hi nk soneone nentioned earlier, exacerbated
by the pandem c, we've been in silos,
absolutely. And when | travel across CUNY
and talk to students, they -- they don't even
stay at hone. \When they do their honework,
t hey stay on canpus just to be around ot her
peopl e. They need soneone to talk to.

The ratio of counselors to students at
CUNY is -- there's nine counselors for

11, 000 students at York College. You do the
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mat h.

SENATOR WEBB: Thank you all.

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl y.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  The Assenbly is
fini shed.

CHAl RWOMAN KRUEGER: And the Senate is
finished. So I guess we thank you all for
your attendance today and your work on behal f
of all the students in the college system

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you very rmuch
for your testinony.

And I'Il call Panel E: Literacy
Acadeny Col l ective; New York State Police
Benevol ent Associ ati on; Associ ati on of
Private Coll eges; Conm ssion on | ndependent
Col | eges and Universities; Catholic Charities
Tri-County Services; and Kapl an.

So just for the people in the booth,
everyone just state your nanme and
organi zation so they'll know what nanes to
put up on the screen when you do speak.

kay, we're starting from-- it
doesn't matter, left or right. Soneone take

the initiative
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MS. BRABHAM Lol a Brabham Conmi ssion
on | ndependent Col |l eges and Universities.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: (M c of f;

i naudi bl e.)

MS. STELLI NG GURNETT: Good afternoon.
| "' m Donna Stelling-Gurnett, president of the
Associ ation of Private Coll eges.

M5. GENN. Hi, good afternoon. |'m
Rut h Genn, executive director of Literacy
Acadeny Col | ecti ve.

MR LACCSSE: Good afternoon. |'m
Chris Lacosse. | represent the University
Police O ficers PBA in New York State.

MR. ADAMS: Cood afternoon,

Senat or Krueger, nice to see you again. |'m
Davi d Adans from Kapl an Educati on

M5. ESPINCSA: Hi, ny nane is
El i sabeth Espinosa. |'mthe director of
outreach progranms for Catholic Charities
Tri-County Services, and |I'm here on behal f
of the Anti-Hunger Advocacy Day Coalition.

(O f the record.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Let's start from

the left -- that's our left, your right --
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wi th Kapl an.

MR. ADAMS: Sure, thank you. And
t hank you, Chairs Krueger, Pretlow, Stavisky
and Hyndman, and nmenbers of the Legislature.

My nanme is David Adans. |'m senior
vi ce president of Kaplan Education, and |'m
here today to tal k about how New York can
open career opportunities in critical areas
I i ke nursing, engineering, nedicine and
teaching through a historic investnment in a
transformati ve workforce devel opnent program
and how we can hel p sol ve workforce shortages
across the state in these areas by ensuring
all students, regardl ess of background, have
access to critical resources necessary to
pass |icensure and certification exans.

So as you know, understandably,
hi gh- st akes testing for professional
licensures in these careers is a required
hurdl e that students nust pass. Yet due to
t he cost of these exans, and the cost of the
preparation courses necessary to succeed -- a
cost not often considered in higher

education -- the hurdle is especially
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daunting for underrepresented and
econoni cal | y di sadvant aged st udents.

Now, Kaplan is a New York conpany that
was started al nost 90 years ago in a Brooklyn
basenment, and we know from years of data that
students cannot pass or do well on such exans
wi t hout access to high-quality test
preparation prograns. And students that
can't afford the cost of these preparation
programs for |icensures are getting
shortchanged, they're getting |left behind,
and the state is mssing out on a critical
pi peline of talent.

So because of this, economcally
advant aged students out perform | ower-incone
students on tests -- licensure tests,
certification tests -- accessing
significantly nore schol arshi ps for graduate
school, passing |icenses at nmuch higher rates
and entering the workforce with a neani ngf ul
head start over their peers.

| nstead of evening the playing field
based solely on nerit, these high-stakes

exans are too often oversi zed obstacl es on
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the path to career success for
under privil eged, underrepresented and
econoni cal | y di sadvant aged st udents.

And the | ack of a stronger and | onger
talent pipeline is inpacting mllions of
New Yorkers. W see that in shortages in
areas |ike nursing, medicine, teaching,
engi neering, who all need the critical
services of talented doctors, teachers and
nurses, anong other professions. This is
felt across the state.

So over the |last few years Kaplan's

university partners, including schools in the

CUNY system and in SUNY, have come to us
soundi ng the alarm and asking for help in

closing this opportunity gap. And sone

states have already seized the initiative and

begun of fering universal access to |icense
and test prep progranms across their public
system to address their broad workforce
priorities.

So as part of this state's ongoing
efforts to address denographi c and econonic

chal | enges, a universal workforce devel opnent
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program focused on preparation for critical
i cense and admi ssions exanms will be an

i mportant and beneficial addition to the
state's workforce efforts.

(Time clock sounds.)

MR ADAMS: A workforce readi ness
program-- is that nmy tinme is up? kay.

"1l close just by saying thank you and nove
on to ny peers. Thank you. |'m happy to
answer questions.

M5. ESPINCSA: H . | guess it's ny
turn to tal k.

So I"'mhere for the Anti-Hunger
Advocacy Day. And | know this may seem
unprecedented to conme to this budget hearing,
but I have to be forthcom ng about all our
col | ege students that see our pantries. So |
oversee six food pantries, three soup
kit chens across Renssel aer and Al bany County.
| al so see coll ege students conmng in, ones
from Hudson Val | ey, SUNY Al bany, RPI

And this was ny story 20 years ago.
Twenty years ago | was a single nother of a

five-year-old disabled child. | was
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homel ess. My friend snuck ne into Enpire so
that | could attend school. | ate out of
trash cans because there were no food
pantries at that tine.

And | just want to be clear that with
the food pantries now that we have, it's only
three days' worth of food. |It's not a |ot of
food. And what the schools are asking for,

t hey need. Because they need that and what
"' mabout to ask you for.

On the budget hearing |I'm asking that
you guys fully fund both prograns for
$75 million for Nourish New York and the
HPNAP.

And that's ny time. Thank you

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

M5. BRABHAM  Good afternoon. |'m
Lol a Brabham president of the Comm ssion on
| ndependent Col | eges and Uni versities, and |
appreci ate the opportunity to testify today.

| ndependent - sector institutions
educat e over 40 percent of New York's college
students. W share the same m ssion as

public institutions: To produce capable
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graduates who drive the state's workforce,
econony and conmunities forward. As we
navi gate the chal |l enges facing higher
education today, we remain commtted to the
princi pl es of access, opportunity, choice,
and excel | ence.

Hi gher education is facing attacks at
the federal |evel that threaten student aid,
research funding, and our efforts to maintain
diversity on canmpus. Wth that in mnd, we
ask the Legislature to reject harnful,
shortsi ghted state budget proposals that
di m ni sh supports for student aid and nake it
harder for famlies to afford coll ege.

We are thankful for last year's
hi stori c expansi on of TAP and for the
conti nued expansion of part-time TAP in this
year's proposed budget. To ensure continued
access, we ask the Legislature to reject cuts
to critical pipeline prograns and i nstead
i ncrease funding by 20 percent. Prograns
i ke HEOP, STEP, CSTEP and Liberty
Partnership are successful and effective.

These proposed cuts roll back |egislative
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addi tions and threaten the future of
t housands of New Yorkers.

We're grateful to the Legislature for
rejecting simlar proposals in |ast year's
budget. We hope that you will again protect
Qpportunity Prograns to sustain this critica
i nvest nent .

We are di sappoi nted by the continued
elimnation of Bundy Aid for canpuses with
endownents greater than 750 mllion. Bundy
Aid is outcome-based, which neans coll eges
recei ve fundi ng based on the nunber of
degrees they confer. And the funding is
i nvested back into prograns that help nore
students graduate. This cut will continue to
i ncrease costs for hardworking students who
rely on the financial support provided by
Bundy Aid. W strongly urge you to restore
Bundy Aid to inpacted canpuses.

Cl CU al so urges the Legislature to
expand the Qpportunity Prom se Schol arshi p,
known as free conmunity college to associate
degree students in our sector. This

initiative, ained at students 25 to 55, can
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reduce worker shortages in critical fields
such as education, nursing and STEM Qur
menber institutions award nearly one-third of
associ ate degrees in high-demand fi el ds.
Twenty percent of associate degree students
age 25 and ol der attend an i ndependent-sect or
canpus. This program should work |i ke TAP
and be open to all New York students
regardl ess of whether they attend a public or
a private nonprofit institution.

Despite substantial contributions to
New York State's higher education ecosystem
our canpuses are needl essly excluded from key
state initiatives and fundi ng opportunities,
and this hinders our shared m ssion of
produci ng capabl e graduates who drive
New Yor k's wor kforce and econorny forward.

The econom ¢ partnership between the
i ndependent sector and New York State is
exenplified through HECap, through the
Centers for Advanced Technol ogy and the
Centers of Excell ence.

(Time clock sounds.)

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
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M5. STELLI NG GURNETT: Al right, good
afternoon. Thank you for giving the
Associ ation of Private Coll eges the
opportunity to present this testinony.

My name is Donna Stelling-Gurnett. |
amthe president of APC. The association
supports 12 privately owned, primarily
fam|y-founded and fam|ly-led institutions
educating over 22,000 students across
New York State. These institutions have deep
roots in their local communities, strong ties
to the industries they work with, and drive
econonmc growh to help neet the workforce
needs of New York State.

|'"d like to begin by thanking the
Legi slature for their conmtnment to making
much- needed changes to the Tuition Assistance
Program The changes nade | ast year wl|
benefit approximately 93,000 students in both
public and private institutions, including
48, 000 students that are newy eligible for
TAP. \Wile these inprovenents are greatly
appreci ated, further steps are needed to

ensure that TAP continues to support
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New Yor kers.

APC supports the proposals that wll
continue to expand and stream ine part-tine
TAP, extend the nunmber of years a student can
receive a TAP award, and reinstating
G aduat e TAP.

APC al so appl auds the Governor's
proposal to offer scholarships to adult
students pursuing associ ate degrees at
comunity coll eges in high-denmand fields such
as teaching, nursing, technol ogy and
engi neering. However, we ask the Legislature
to expand the programto include all students
regardl ess of where they choose to attend
coll ege and get their associate's degree.

|'d also like to nention the enhanced
supports for students with disabilities.

Thi s fundi ng provi des nmuch-needed support to
over 100,000 identified students with
disabilities attending institutions across
New York. APC nenber colleges have used this
funding to increase and expand faculty and
staff training, increase nental health

literacy, and inprove the processes for
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identifying students with disabilities and
nmental health issues.

The Governor's proposal contains
$2 mllion for this program That's a
$2 mllion cut fromlast year's budget. APC
requests the Legislature restore the funding
for this programand fully fund the
$6 mllion requested by SED

Finally, I'd be remss if | didn't
nmenti on the APC Student Leadershi p Counci
menbers that are here in Al bany today
visiting with their legislators and sharing
their stories. So keep an eye out for the
white and bl ue scarves and say hello if you
see them

And with that, | will end ny
testimony, and |'m happy to answer any
guestions you nmay have. Thank you.

M5. GENN: Hi. Good afternoon,
Chair Stavisky, Chair Hyndman and
Chair Krueger, and thank you so nuch for
allowing this testinony today.

Again, nmy name is Ruth Genn, and |I'm

t he executive director of Literacy Acadeny
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Col | ecti ve.

So what if | told you that in one
decade a state noved fourth-grade reading
scores from49th to the 9th percentile? And
what if you found out that in the sanme state,
Bl ack fourth-graders now ranked No. 3 anpbng
their peers nationally for reading and nath,
and that H spanic fourth-graders rank No. 1
for reading scores and No. 2 for math scores?

That state is of course M ssissippi,
and they are now nunber one in the country
for the nost significant gains in student
achi evenent .

But what if | told you that we know
exactly how they did this and that New York
State is on the verge of that same path?
am here today to urge you to | earn about and
to support the New York State Path Forward, a
statewide policy effort with a specific
action plan to integrate the science of
readi ng i nto hi gher education preparation
progranms and certification requirenents.

My organi zation, Literacy Acadeny

Col l ective, is a school support organization
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t hat opened the very first in-district public
school specifically designed for students
wi th dyslexia and other struggling readers in
the South Bronx. The recent rel ease of
NAEP scores shows that only 31 percent of
New York State students are at or above
proficiency in reading. Yet we know that
95 percent of students can learn to read with
t he proper instruction.

So over the past 25 years we have
| earned a | ot about how the brain learns to
read and what kind of instruction is
necessary to address how the brain learns to
read, and often we call this the science of
reading. Unfortunately, here in New York
State nost teachers are not trained in the
science of reading. So it's true that while
many teachers have not been trained to
recogni ze dyslexia, not all students who fai
to read even have dyslexia. Many have sinply
not been taught to read using evidence-based
practices grounded in the science of reading.

And the reality is that many of our

EPP graduat es have not been trained to teach
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reading the way that the brain learns to
read, to reach all children. In fact,
New York State ranks fifth fromthe bottomin
terms of how well we integrate the science of
readi ng i nto our educator preparation
prograns. And The Path Forward is aimng to
change t hat.

So about 18 nonths ago, Conmm ssi oner
Betty Rosa and Chancel | or Lester Young showed
i ncredi bl e | eadership by signing on with LAC
to participate in The Path Forward. And with
their support we built a steering conmttee
with | eaders from State Ed, the CGovernor's
of fice, the Legislature, CUNY, SUNY, ClCU and
NYCPS, and working groups with over 55
menbers from across the state. And that
steering comm ttee devel oped a robust action
plan statewide to help New York City with the
process of integrating the science of reading
into our educator preparation prograns So
that every teacher who graduates w |l be
ready to teach reading on Day One.

It needs to be funded. It's

i nperative that we keep the nmomentum And we
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are here to ask you to include a $500, 000
appropriation in the one-house budgets to
support the inplenmentation of the plan.

Thank you.

MR. LACOSSE: Good afternoon. M nane
is Chris Lacosse. | represent the 400 police
officers in the New York State SUNY system

|"m here today to ask for your support
in centralizing our agency. In New York
State we are the only decentralized | aw
enforcenent agency. It is common for nost
state agencies to be that -- state |aw
enforcenment to be centralized.

We have a conmm ssioner and deputy
commi ssioner in Al bany. However, they cannot
direct or order any chief on any of the
29 canpuses to perform any task.
Centralization would give the University
Police many things. Anong those, the
| egiti macy through standardi zed policies and
procedures. Currently 29 campuses have
29 different policy and procedure nanual s.
And t hat spans the gamut how they respond to

sexual assaults, persons in distress, and
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t hings of that nature.

It gives us built-in service sharing
for things like the pro-Palestine rallies we
had | ast sumrer. VWhile the chancellor or the
commi ssi oner can nmerely ask for assistance
from agenci es and the canpuses anobngst
t hensel ves, they are under no obligation to
assi st.

It gives us a clear and standardi zed
career | adder, one we've |acked for the
entirety of our existence. That would help
us retain officers. Right now we are
basically a revol ving door. M agency al one
at SUNY Al bany has gone through sone
50 officers in about seven years, and we are
a 30-person departnent. Currently we only
have four classified titles to aspire to
after police officer.

It gives us buying power. W have
29 canpuses with 29, quote unquote, budget
lines. And that makes things very difficult
for the smaller schools. Cbviously they
don't have the noney the centers have. It

gi ves us the buying power for equipnrent,




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

365

cars, all of that assorted stuff.

While this is not an overni ght change,
we know this is long-term savings and they
are inmreasurable. As | amin the twlight of
my 25-year career, | am hopeful we can
achieve this step for the future safety of
our university comunities and for the
SUNY Pol i ce.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywonman Hyndman.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  I'mgoing to
try and ask everyone a question in three
m nut es.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  You can have ny
t hree m nutes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN: | can have
yours? (Ckay, great.

"Il try to go this way. For Kap --
for Kaplan, sorry. This weekend it was
really hard getting a hotel roomas all the
hotel roons, the bar students are here. So
al t hough, you know, it's an inpedinent, the

testing -- | know | just paid $250 for ny
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daughter to take the exam But | know for a
ot of famlies sonetines it's hard to nake
sure that they have the noney avail abl e.

Do you have prelimnary nunbers about
i ke how nuch you think it would cost for
students to take the nursing exam the bar
exan? | know there's a -- | have a budget
ask, but if you could give, for ny
col | eagues, nore of how rmuch -- how nmany
exams we'd be able to cover if it's covered
in this year's budget. That's one.

To Lola, if you can also talk, when it
comes to your sector playing defense to what
comes down fromthe federal governnent, what
pl ans does your sector have in place to nake
sure they're able to continue to offer the
| evel of education? Because |I think we were
premature in cutting off the cap that we set
on the endownents and meki ng sure now school s
are going to have to really |look at how
they're able to give the financial aid
packages that they have been giving to
students who do go to schools in your sector.

And Donna, one of the things you
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tal ked about was you're grateful for the
expanded TAP. But | know that a | ot of our
hi gh schools woul d benefit if they were able
to get those early college prograns. For
instance, ny district is very close to the
New Yor k Autonotive and Diesel Institute, and
that kind of programwould really benefit
students if they were able to get the college
program and get those credits towards an
associate programin autonotive technol ogy
woul d be fantastic.

Forty-five seconds left, |I'msorry.

M5. BRABHAM | think I'Il start first
before | forget what the question was.

(Laughter.)

M5. BRABHAM It was a |ong question

So | think -- in sumary, | think your
guestion is what are we going to do to kind
of fight back against the -- what we're
hearing fromthe new federal adm nistration
you know. And it's a -- | guess it's an easy
and difficult question at the sane tine.

First of all, we don't know what's

going to happen at the federal level. W've
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received the "Dear Colleague"” letter, you
know, that says, you know, cease and desi st
fromdoing any activity that could be

consi dered DElI or risk |osing federal
funding. There's no paraneters about what
that means. When you talk to | awers, they
say the letter does not have the force of

I aw.

So what we're doing is com ng before
our state Legislature and we're asking you to
stand in the gap. W're asking you to
restore the cuts to the Qpportunity Prograns
that -- you know, that the Governor did in
t he proposed budget, we're asking you to add
20 percent to the current funding | evel so
that we can continue to serve, you know,
deserving students that deserve the

opportunity to achieve the dreamof a college

degr ee.

Am | out of tinme?

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  No. He gave
me his three; I'll take it. Ckay.

MR ADAMS: | can try to answer very

qgui ckly so everyone el se has tine.
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You asked what's covered. Wat we're
tal king about is 40-plus progranms. You nane
the Iicensure or certification examthat's
required for critical jobs |ike nursing,
engi neering, medicine, as well as
certifications and things |ike program
manager -- those are all covered. Forty-plus
prograns for 140,000 students at the CUNY
system no matter how many tinmes they want to
t ake t hose.

And on average it's -- you said $250
to take the bar exam but it's another two,
three, four thousand dollars to take the
prep, which is absolutely necessary to pass
t he bar examor do well on the MCAT or other
exans. So the average cost for those is over
a thousand dol |l ars per person, a cost that's
not often consi dered.

So even if only 10 percent of CUNY
students take advantage of this, you're
tal king about $14 mllion in savings for
t hose students. And we've seen with our
ot her university partners usage rates far in

excess of that.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMVAN:  Ckay. Thank
you, Donna. And just before you go, to the
PBA for SUNY, | didn't know that it wasn't a
centralized systemwhen it cane, and |
remenber when the protests were happeni ng at
New Paltz, | believe they called the Troopers
in to assist. Wich we know t he canpus
police has a relationship with nore students,
and bringing that in set a different el enment.

So | didn't know that. |Is the
chancel | or supportive -- | want to make sure
| get Donna in too, but is the chancell or
supportive of unifying the, what is it,

29 different --

MR. LACOSSE: Twenty-ni ne canpuses,
yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMAN:  Yeah.

MR LACCSSE: The chancellor is
supportive, but there are hurdles. The
presi dents of each college, they are going to
nost |ikely have an issue with it. They
control what happens on their canpuses.

If that was the case, if we were

centralized, that would cone out of SUNY
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Central. The presidents would | ose that
control. So | believe there's an issue
t here.

But | think overall he was supportive.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Al'l right.

Sorry, Donna.

M5. STELLING GURNETT: Ckay. So APC
menber institutions would Iove to be able to
participate in the state-funded early coll ege
access progranms. Unfortunately, sonme of the
earlier prograns, the P-TECH prograns, cane
t hrough from federal funding, which excluded
us.

But since then the program has
expanded and it's now fully state-funded, so
we woul d | ove the opportunity to partici pate.

Many of our institutions, including
the Autonotive and Diesel Institute, are
working with their | ocal high schools.
They're cultivating those rel ati onshi ps.
They're offering the dual degrees and the
dual credit prograns at all of their own
expense.

| was with Monroe University
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yest erday, who said that they have over 1200
students enrolled at different |ocal high
school s, and the prograns are there, we just
aren't able to --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Senat or.

CHAI R\MOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you, we're
going to cut you off there.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDMVAN:  Thank you,

Chai r.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

M5. STELLING GURNETT: | get it. No
Worri es.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: | ' m not exactly

sure what happened, but we're not continuing
it.

(Laughter.)

CHAl RWOVAN KRUECGER:  Three m nutes for
Senat or Toby Stavi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yeah, I'mgoing to
ask real quick questions because |'d
appreci ate real quick answers.

In no order at all: Chris, | totally,
totally agree with you about the canpus

police, the uneven nature, et cetera, and
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that's why |'m sponsoring the bill.

MR. LACOSSE: Thank you very much. W
appreci ate that.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: You're doing a
great job under difficult circunstances.

W' ve been tal king about this with previous
folks fromthe State PBA.

MR. LACOSSE: Thank you.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Lola, got a quick
guestion. You nentioned Bundy Aid, which is
for schol arships for students. There's a
nunmber of institutions where their endowrent
was nore than 750 million. D dthey -- it's
al nost |1'm enbarrassed to ask the question.
Did they provide -- did they replace the
m ssing noney with noney fromtheir own
university to give schol arships to students?

M5. BRABHAM  Senator, |'m sure that
some of our colleges and universities were
able to do that. There may be ot hers that
were not able to do that. In fact, I've
heard from sonme of ny staff that on sone
canpuses where the nunber of schol arshi ps

that, you know, were awarded may have been
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reduced slightly.

|'d be happy to provide you with nore
detail on that about specific canpuses.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Yeah, I'd
appreciate it. Because | think it's
important. These are allegedly the nost
financially sound institutions with noney in
t he bank, so to speak. Maybe they can't
touch their endowrents, et cetera.

M5. BRABHAM Wl I, and that's the
point that | was going to make. They're
financially sound because they' re nmaking
prudent financial decisions, but also, you
know, as you know, endowrents just aren't,
you know, |arge stacks of noney that you can
use any way that you see fit, so ..

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Right. Thank you.

And Donna, | think many of us agree
that a student is a student no matter where
they -- you know, there should be parity.
How woul d you go about providing the funding
necessary to achieve the parity that you talk
about ?

MS. STELLI NG GURNETT: That's a very
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good question. | would suggest we put sone
paranmeters and netrics around the schools
that are accessing the funding. That m ght
be one way to do it.

But obviously, you know, | think maybe
the real answer to that is, you know, above
nmy understanding, | guess. But really, you
know, | think we just need nore funding from
the State Legislature to help support, but --

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Ra.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you.

For APC, can you detail how the
changes with regard to part-tinme expansion
| ast year -- how many students, if you know,
benefited at your nenber institutions?

M5. STELLING GURNETT: Yeah. Well,
first of all, thank you very nmuch for that
expansion | ast year. W appreciate the fact
that part-tinme TAP was expanded to include
students attending proprietary institutions.

It isalittle early for us to have
t hose exact nunbers just yet because they

just started being able to access it this
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year, this academ c year. But | can reach
out to our nmenbers and see if we can get that
exact nunber for you.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Ckay. And what about
the proposals in this year? Wuld those
benefit additional students?

MS. STELLI NG GURNETT: Absol utely.
Anything | think that you can do to increase
flexibility for our students is very
i nportant. Expandi ng the nunber of years
t hat students can receive a TAP award from
four to six or, if it's a five-year program
to seven years. Expanding the part-tinme TAP
process right now and streamlining it,
lowering that credit limt to three credits,
woul d be very hel pful and nake a huge i npact.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Ckay, thank you.

And CICU, the endownent linmtation

with regard to Bundy Aid. | know like | ast
year, for instance -- | have Hofstra
University in ny district -- they were bel ow,

now t hey' re above. And, you know, it neans
they're going to eventually lose a | ot of

noney that was previously given out for
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schol ar shi ps.

So, | mean, | know |I'm preaching to
the converted here, but, right, this
arbitrary nunber and doing this in this
manner doesn't really nake any sense.
don't know what that nunber is based upon. |
don't know if you know of other schools that,
you know, maybe were just belowit, now are
above it.

M5. BRABHAM No, | think that Hofstra
is the only school that was just below it and
is nowincluded in that group. It was 17
| ast year, | think. You know, with the
addi tion of Hofstra, it's 18 now.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Ckay. And, | nean
t hat number obviously can fluctuate, so it
just doesn't seemto nmake a | ot of sense to
ne.

M5. BRABHAM \Well, no, it doesn't
make a | ot of sense for that reason and it
al so doesn't make a | ot of sense considering
that, you know, the independent sector is
such an economc driver in this state. W,

you know, add $97 billion to the state
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econony every year. W're ngjor enployers in
every corner of the state. You know, when
you count campus and spillover jobs, that's
about 400, 000 peopl e that we're enpl oyi ng
across the state.

And so it doesn't make any sense to
t ake away noney from canpuses that is
i ntended for students. It puts -- you know,
it can put campuses at risk. | know that
people |ike to say, Oh, you know,
endownents -- and paint every school with a
very big brush, you know. But that's not
actually, you know, the case.

So it definitely does, you know, put
our canpuses at risk. And nore inportantly,
it puts student aid at risk.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: The Senate is
over.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW The Senate is over,
okay.

Assenbl yman Snullen. No? Ckay.

Assenbl ywoman Si non.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SI MON:  So t hank you al
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for your testinony.

| have a very quick question for you
Ms. Genn, about -- you didn't quite finish
there. So | just want to establish what it
is the request is, that this is funding that
you're seeking for a particular key next step
to assess prograns. |Is that true?

M5. GENN:  Correct.

So part of the statew de action plan
was | ooking at sort of the regul atory
structures that we have in place to support
educat or prep prograns and to understand
whet her the science of reading is being
i mpl enented. And so these dollars would
support positions at State Ed who woul d be
abl e to support the inplenentation of what's
in the action plan that was, you know,
desi gned by | eadership across the state.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Ckay, thank you.

And t hank you for participating in
that as well .

M5. GENN:. Yes, absolutely.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON: And so | have a

guestion for you, M. Adans, about -- you
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know, |I've worked with a |ot of students
taking tests. That's like how !l built ny |aw
practice for years. And nmany of them had
gone to Kapl an prograns and i ndivi dual
tutoring.

And tell ne how -- because sone of ny
clients of course were served by that,
addr essi ng those needs of students with
disabilities who are taking these tests often
need acconmodati ons, need support for that --
but howis it that the fol ks that you work
with, that work for you, work with those
students?

MR. ADAMS: So we -- all of our online
progranms we strive to get them WCAG 2. 0AA
conpliant, which is the conpliance standard
for disability and acconmpdati ons.

| f students need specific
accomodations -- |like for exanple we have a
si ght-chal | enged student right now that we're
working with that came to us on the LAST --

t hose students are given extra assistance and
acconmodat i ons as needed. W have a whol e

departnment that does that. |In fact, on our
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| egal team we have sonebody who's
specifically an expert in accommodations, to
make sure that we're both following the state
| aw and the federal |aw on that.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN SI MON:  And supporting
their request for accomopdati ons for the
tests as wel | ?

MR. ADAMS: Absolutely. Supporting
their requests for accommodati ons, yes,
absol utely.

And we do work with public
uni versities across the country, and many of
t hem have very stringent standards for
di sability access and accomvpdati ons, and we
neet all of those.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SI MON:  Ckay. Thank you
very much

MR ADAMS:  Yup.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Chandl er - Wat er man.

ASSEMBL YWOVAN CHANDL ER- WATERMVAN:
Thank you all for your work and dedication in
hi gher educati on.

So as | listen to these testinonies, |
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cannot only -- | can't help but reflect on ny
four children, who are unique in their own
way. | have ny el dest, who graduated from
CUNY, my son who's currently in SUNY, and ny
ot her daughter, who attends a private
college. And we always want to ensure al

voi ces are heard no matter where they attend
or receive their education.

So as a proud graduate of a private
col | ege nysel f, Berkel ey Coll ege and
Met ropol itan Col |l ege of New York, | becane
i ndependent with the birth of nmy first child
and actually ny marriage, right? So it was
very chal | engi ng juggling and navi gati ng,
trying to figure out financial assistance and
all tuition assistance when it canme to
non-tradi tional students.

So the question I have is, how does
the current TAP structure inpact independent
students like nyself? Yes, that would be
you.

M5. STELLI NG GURNETT: Thank you.

So right now i ndependent students get

a much | ower TAP award, and they al so have a
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much | ower maxi mum i ncone threshold that they
have to be under to be eligible. So it
i npacts themgreatly.

And there's a huge disparity between
i ndependent students and dependent students.
And right now there's two different TAP
schedul es, dependi ng on what category you
fall into. APC has for years asked to
elimnate that disparity and just have one
TAP schedul e and treat everyone equally. So
that's -- you probably sawthat in nmy witten
testinmony, but that's what we woul d be
advocating for.

| will say last year the incone
t hreshol d was rai sed for independent
students, so we appreciate that. But the
disparity is still pretty stark. So we would
ask for that to be elim nated.

ASSEMBL YWOVAN CHANDL ER- WATERMAN:
Thank you so much

Anybody el se have anythi ng they woul d
like to add, or anything else that you woul d
like to speak about? No? GCkay. Thank you

so nmuch.
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CHAl RVAN PRETLOW Wl I, | want to
t hank you, panel. This concludes this
section of the hearing. And | appreciate
your testinony.

| will now call up Panel F. New York
Public Interest Research G oup; Fostering
Yout h Success Alliance; On Point for Coll ege;
REACH NY; Friends of the New York State
Li berty Partnerships; and the Association for
Program Adm ni strators of CSTEP & STEP.

(Pause.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW It | ooks |ike one
person is mssing, and it's not Blair Horner.

For the people in the booth, could you
just state your nane and your organization so
t hey know the correct nanes to put up
on-screen. W'Il|l start with you
(i ndicating).

MR. HORNER: Bl air Horner, NYPIRG
New York Public Interest Research G oup

MR. MARKEN: Kevin Mrken, On Point
for Coll ege.

MR ALBA: Renal do Al ba, Associ ation
for Program Adm ni strators of CSTEP and STEP.
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MS. ALTMAN: Elizabeth Altman, the
New York State Liberty Partnerships, Inc.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Let's start fromthe left to the
right. Ladies first.

M5. ALTMAN: Oh, okay. Thank you.

Honor abl e nenbers of the committees,
my nane is Liz Altman and | sit here before
you today as the president of the Friends of
the New York State Liberty Partnerships, Inc.

LPP is a lifeline for thousands of
New York State's nost vul nerable youth. As a
first-generation graduate who experienced the
transformative power of State Cpportunity
Prograns, | advocate for LPP, New York's only
st at e-funded dropout prevention programwth
a -- 37 years -- yeah, 37 years of proven
success. As part of LPP's "whole student”
approach, prograns are enbedded into the
student's and the famly's comunities,
wor ki ng from both | HEs and LEAs, and
al ongsi de CBGCs and | ocal stakehol ders.

This synergistic partnership weaves

LPP into the fabric of |ocal communities,
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fostering bel onging and ensuring culturally
rel evant support.

LPP' s dedi cated team provi des
resources for students to overcone academ c
chal | enges, attendance issues, and
conplexities of life's challenges. W know
that security is foundational to thriving,
and LPP staff create safe spaces allow ng the
students to benefit from services |ike nental
heal t h, academ c enrichnment, experiential
| earni ng and civi c engagenent.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Excuse ne.

M. Timekeeper, could you start the cl ock?

You had extra time there, so --

M5. ALTMAN.  Ckay. Al right. 1'1l
keep it quick, though.

We at Liberty know "sumrer nelt"
chal | enges graduates. "Sumrer nelt"
chal | enges our graduates. The Liberty staff
work to close that gap. The results speak
for thensel ves. Last year we served over
18,000 students with a 96 percent retention
rate and 86 percent graduation rate and a

| ess than 1 percent dropout rate.
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Respectful ly, we request the
restoration of the Governor's proposed cut
and we urge the commttee to support a
20 percent increase. The increase is vital
to increasing our student reach, enhancing
staffing | evels, and expandi ng essenti al
servi ces.

This i nvestment supports state
post secondary enrol | nent and wor kf orce
devel opnent goal s by providing young adults
ready for the nental and enotional demands of
the 21st century. |magine the kind of
support, inclusivity and restorative inpact
this woul d have on conmunities across the
state. Qur promise at LPP is sinple:

St udent excell ence and a | asting | egacy.

Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR. ALBA: Thank you for the tine,
Chair Pretlow, Chair Krueger, of course
Chair Hyndman and Chair Stavisky. 1 send
greetings from 25,500 STEP and CSTEP students
t hroughout the State of New York

STEP and CSTEP are housed in public
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t wo-year, four-year and private institutions,
a network of 118 projects. Twenty-six of

t hem are housed in two-year schools, 43 of

t hem are housed in four-year public schools,
and 49 of them are housed in private
institutions. It's worth nmentioning that

11 of them are housed at nedical colleges or
health institutions in New York State.

And so thank you for your tine. And
|"ve been here the whole day and listened to
some of the questions. | hope ny remarks can
answer sonme of the other questions in earlier
sessions. But what | would say is that for
nearly four decades STEP and CSTEP prograns
have di stingui shed thensel ves as New York
State's only network of pipeline prograns
wi thin the opportunity program portfolio,
specifically designed to prepare secondary,
under gr aduat e and prof essi onal school
students for STEM health and |icensed
pr of essi ons.

STEP and CSTEP' s multiplier effect has
hel ped New York State neet the need for a

hi ghly skilled workforce while generating
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hi gh-incone tax earners who reinvest in their
communities. Very sinply, STEP and CSTEP
work for New York State.

Now | must urgently bring your
attention to a critical issue facing STEP and
CSTEP prograns throughout New York State.

The 2026 fiscal year nmarks the beginning of a
new five-year contract -- 2025 through 2030.
And any cuts in this year's budget w |

result in the elimnation of projects. It's
not a sinple reduction, it's going to
elimnate projects for the next five years.

Any | oss of projects -- and this is to
Senat or Stavi sky's question earlier on about
t he i nmpact of the Executive Budget cuts. Any
| oss of projects will severely destabilize
these vital prograns at their respective
institutions across New York State and | ead
to an i rmedi ate decline in student enroll nent
across all levels -- secondary,
under gr aduat e, and professi onal school s.

We're respectfully requesting the
restoration of a 4.37 percent cut, which

totals $1.6 mllion, and we ask for an
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addi tional 20 percent fromthe Legislature.

We conme fromthe Legislature. It's
good to be home. We know that you support
us, you've supported us in the past. But
this year's situation is unique and different
than in previous years. 1In fact, the country
is at a different place than we were before
January 20th. And what |'masking is that we
mai ntain this network of 118 projects,
working with the conmunities that we serve to
ensure that we have a pipeline into the
prof essi ons that have proven in need of the
type of talent we produce.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR MARKEN:. Good afternoon,
di stingui shed Chairs Krueger, Pretlow,
St avi sky and Hyndman, and honorabl e
| egislators. [|'m Kevin Marken from On Poi nt
for College, representing our 3,000 students
and 4,600 graduates from On Point for
Col | ege.

On behal f of our students and

Executive Director Sam Rowser, thank you for
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hel pi ng enpower the dreanms of our students.
We help sonme of the ones nost in need --
students that are |ower-income, first
generation, single parents, rural and urban,
donesti c viol ence survivors, honel ess,
refugees, differently abled, immgrants,
foster, former foster youth. W help them

And one of the things we're proudest
of, when we |evel the playing field for these
students, these students, despite the
addi ti onal chal |l enges, despite being
| oner -i ncome, they succeed at a higher rate.
The persistence rate is 10 to 25 percent
hi gher for those at the community coll ege
level. So they work hard and lift thensel ves
and their famlies out of poverty.

Over the course of a lifetine,
On Poi nt graduates provide over $11 billion
spent in their comunities. On Point serves
students from Central New York and the
Mohawk Val |l ey, forwarding their dreans al ong
with our New York City partners, coll eges,
busi nesses, nonprofit partners. On Point

provi des conprehensive col | ege access,
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success and career services for over
3,000 young adults ages 17 to 29, from
application through graduati on and careers.

Wt hout the w aparound services
provi ded by On Point, nost of these students
woul d never start college or, if they did,
may stop out with debt. On Point is there
for our students, whether it's certificates,
skilled trades or other credentials to neet
t he wor kf orce needs and position themfor
great careers. On Point is unique in the
nation with this holistic approach. For
exanpl e, we even take students on 70 coll ege
tours, provide supplies, transportation
t hrough vol unteers, breaks, childcare, sunmer
housi ng, tutoring, mentoring, advisenent,
navi gati on, food, financial support,

i nternshi ps, even dentists who provide pro
bono dental work.

Together with our partners, we find a
way to say yes and to hel p these students be
able to succeed and fulfill their potential.
On Point students contribute over $23 mllion

in tuition, fees, and room and board to
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community col |l eges and the SUNY and CUNY
systens, plus $5.8 mllion fromthe

600 students who woul d have stopped out
wi t hout On Poi nt having their back.

In the last two years we have provided
enhanced or direct services to many school
districts around the state. Those districts
al so then provide services for access and
success through college, and so we want to
have the resources there for them And state
support is key to that, to hel p make sure
that once we get themin, that they al so
gr aduat e.

Providing the $1 million in state
funding for On Point's prograns will benefit
t housands of first-generation students each
year, helping themw th considering going to
college or the skilled trades, and being able
to know that this is not beyond their reach,
that they can succeed, we'll have their back
This will also empower On Point to advance
t he educational dreans of 500 | owincone
st udent s.

Finally, in conclusion, thank you for
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your vital support in helping us keep
t housands of students On Point.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR. HORNER: CGood afternoon. The
testimony we submtted today is NYPIRG s
sixth. In our EnCon testinony we highlighted
t he noderni zation of the Bottle Law, which
could raise as nmuch as $100 mllion. In our
Health testinony we rel eased a national
ranki ng that showed that the quality of care
in New York hospitals is 34th in the nation.
I n our Ceneral Governnment testinony we noted
that New York's voter participation rate is
now 43rd in the nation, the |lowest it's been
in 20 years.

NYPI RG i s unique. The board of
directors are all college students el ected
fromthe schools that have joined. W have
affiliates at both the State University, the
City University, and in the independent
sect or.

Today's submitted H gher Education
testinmony includes a call for the restoration

of the Governor's proposed cuts to
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Qpportunity Prograns, to raise the maxi mum
TAP award to match SUNY tuition, and to
restore TAP eligibility for graduate
students, anong ot her things.

The testinony al so highlights the
i npact of decades-long cuts to Bundy Aid.
That program was established in 1968. A
sel ect conmttee was created to |l ook into
putting it together, and they concl uded:
"Real |evel of need calls for direct
assi stance from New York to private coll eges
and universities."

In 1989, that support peaked at nearly
$114 mllion. But today it's been savaged
from budget cuts. Instead of spending
$260 million to assist private colleges --

which it woul d have been, adjusted for

inflation -- the state spends nearly
22 mllion. Just to give you one exanple.
Not -- it's only an al phabetical, it's not

about which | egislator.
Adel phi University, which is
financially under stress right now, in

1980-'81 received a little over $3 mllion in
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Bundy Aid. |If you adjusted that for
inflation, it should be around 12 mllion
today. They get a little under $600, 000.

There's no surprise, then, that nearly
a dozen col |l eges with endownents under
$750 million are in dire financial
si tuati ons.

New York has seen six coll eges shut
their doors in the |ast two years, throw ng
their students into educational uncertainty
and potentially entire conmunities into
econoni c insecurity.

In closing there have been many
reports on econom c devel opnent prograns,
which a | ot of nobney gets spent on. This is
t he econom c devel opnment program that works.
It's worth -- not just Bundy Aid, but higher
education generally. So we urge you to
i ncrease the maxi mum TAP award and ot her
changes we recommend, to fund the Cpportunity
Prograns, restore Bundy Aid, and to stop
t hi nki ng about hi gher education as just
hi gher education but as an econom c

devel opnent i nvest nent.
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Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywonman Hyndman.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Thank you,
Chair Pretlow

| ran a STEP and CSTEP program years
ago, and it is mraculous to see those
students who are now doctors, neurosurgeons,
famly practitioners. And | know how
successful it's been.

So ny question is you're saying that
not only do you want us to restore the
Governor's cuts but to increase it
20 percent. So if that's not done, of the

118 CSTEP and STEP progranms, who deci des

whi ch ones no longer -- can't offer the
services anynore, | guess is the best way to
say it.

MR ALBA: So it's a New York State
Educati on Department application for funding
that's rel eased. And available funds are
what dictates how many progranms are funded --
how many progranms wth passing scores are

funded for the next five years.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  So SED wi | |
have to deci de which ones.

MR. ALBA: State Education Departnent,
yes. That's correct.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HYNDVAN:  Ckay. That's
it, thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Toby St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Thank you all for com ng.

And | have one question for
Blair Horner. Thank you for -- thank you for
your service, Blair. You've done a terrific
job, and I truly believe you are one of the
i magi nati ve thinkers here in Al bany.

And you nentioned the cuts to Bundy
Aid and the financially distressed coll eges.
And one of the -- | did not have tine to ask
Lola fromCICU, Lola Brabham How would you
remedy the situation of the colleges that are
in financial despair?

MR. HORNER: The list that we worked

fromwas published in Forbes. W |ooked at
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the 2023 listing. 2024 was behind a paywall .
So | may be imaginative, but | don't have any
noney - -

(Laughter.)

MR HORNER: -- so | didn't get a
chance to | ook at |ast year's.

| just -- | mean, when it cones to
hi gher education, | think the one thing you
probably heard today, and I was here all day,
it's all about nmoney. And you're about to
spend, you know, billions of dollars on
econoni ¢ devel opnent and ot her tax-incentive
programs. Senator Krueger rightly pointed
out before about the problens that | oomon
the horizon from Washington, D.C. It
certainly nakes sense to focus on the
programs, invest in the progranms that work.

And so college works. Purely fromthe
fact it cranks out, you know, the future
| eaders, but also it's an econom c
devel opnent engine. And so these little
communities, like the College of St. Rose
here in Al bany, when they shut down, they

don't generate any econom c activity.
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So | think it's worth it to invest in
t hese kinds of prograns. |f you need to | ook
at how they operate nore closely to nake sure
t hey' re doi ng what they're supposed to be
doing, | agree. The $750 mllion cutoff
coul d be an issue to sort of take a | ook at.
| don't know what happened to the students in
t hose schools. But there's a |ot of schools
that aren't, and they're the ones --
primarily, they're the ones on the ropes.
And a lot of themare in the districts from
sone of the nenbers that are here.

SENATOR STAVI SKY:  Yeah.
Incidentally, | guess it was seven hours ago
when | was wal king toward this hearing room
sonebody stopped nme. He's a, | guess,
prof essor at one of the SUNY conmunity
col |l eges, and he rem nded nme that we net
many, many, many years ago when he was
i nvol ved wi th NYPI RG

And here's -- NYPIRG s work has really
been felt everywhere. You know that sonebody
very close to me worked for NYPIRG for quite

a fewyears. And | amin admration of
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NYPI RG.  Thank you.

MR. HORNER: Thank you, Senator.

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl y?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW | don't believe |
have any ot her Assenbl ynmenbers.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUECER: | have anot her
Senat or, Rachel WMay.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you.

And t hank you all for the work you do.
| cane in late, so | didn't hear everybody
speak. But Kevin, always fantastic work that
On Poi nt does.

And Blair, | wanted to thank you for
lifting up the econom c devel opnent val ue of
coll eges. Having had two colleges close in
Central New York in the |ast few years, we've
seen how devastating that is to the
comunities around themand to jobs, |ike al
of the knock-on effects.

But | did want to ask Kevin in
particul ar about -- | nean, we know t hat
hi gher education is al so about upward
mobility, and On Point is all about upward

mobility. And as we -- it's probably too
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early to tell fromthis Trunp adm nistration
but in general there's been a danpening
ef fect on, you know, affirmative action and
any kind of diversity initiatives in higher
educati on.

| wonder if you are seeing -- and al so
threats to inmmgrants as well -- what you are
seeing in the way of how that's affecting the
students that you' re working with now and the
students you m ght be able to recruit into
your program

MR. MARKEN: Great question. There's
a great deal of concern with that, and I
think one of the ways to address it is to
provi de those conprehensive services that
On Point does. Watever the need nmight be,
we're there. And if there's one pat hway, one
source of it, we look for other alternate
funding -- wherever we need to go, whatever
we need to do to help those students to
succeed.

And the state support has been
absolutely critical and is even nore cruci al

than ever. So we are seeing that. There is
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concern. W're working to address it. And |
think that's one of the solutions, is to | ook
beyond sone of the traditional pathways wth
sonme of the alternative ones, many of them

di scussed today, but including On Point.

SENATOR MAY: And | don't know if you
mentioned it, but I know SUNY Upstate Medica
University now has a link to On Point and is
t aki ng students in.

MR. MARKEN:. Yes, that's one thing.
We're strongly partnered with that.

And noving forward, Sam Rowser, our
executive director, is onit, helping to
facilitate and maxim ze that. Because our
students are the future and the potential.
They have great dreanms. And nost of them
woul dn't be going to college, wouldn't be
getting these skills without it.

By the way, Sam was pl ayi ng basket bal
wi th younger guys and broke a bone and his
Achilles tendon. So he was heartbroken that
he couldn't be here today to testify
personal ly. W extend his warm appreciation

to each and every one of you. So he
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shoul dn't be playing with those 20-year-ol ds
anynore, | think.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MAY: Well, please give himny
best .

MR. MARKEN: We will.

SENATOR MAY: And thank you all for
the work that you do.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  You good?

CHAIl RMOVAN KRUECGER: | think so.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Ckay. Well, that

concl udes our public hearing on higher

education. | want to thank you all for your
t esti nony.
And tonorrow we'll be reconveni ng for

anot her hearing at 9:30. So if you're
interested --

(O f the record.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you very
much.

(Wher eupon, at 5:43 p.m, the budget

heari ng concl uded.)




