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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Good nor ni ng,
everyone. Good norning. |'mGary Pretl ow,
chair of the Assenbly Ways and Means
Commttee, and I'msitting with ny coll eague
Li z Krueger, Senator Liz Krueger, chair of
t he Finance Conmittee in the New York State
Senat e.

Today we begin the third in a series
of hearings conducted by the joint fiscal
committees of the Legislature regarding the
Governor's proposed budget for fiscal year
'25-'26. These hearings are conducted
pursuant to the New York State Constitution
and Legi sl ative Law.

Today the Assenbly Ways and Means
Comm ttee and the Senate Finance Conmttee
wi |l hear testinony concerning the Governor's
budget proposal for elenmentary and secondary
educati on.

| just want to introduce the nmenbers
of the Ways and Means Committee and the
Education and Library conmttees that are
here today. W have Assenbl ynenber

But t enschon, Assenbl ynenber De Los Sant os,
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Assenbl ynmenber Tayl or, Assenbl ymenber Torres,
Assenbl ynenber Di | an, Assenbl ynenber Cruz,
and Assenbl ynenber Qi s.

Senator, if you would introduce your
nmenbers.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Good norning, everyone. |'mjoined
t oday by Senator Shelley Mayer, chair of
Educati on; Senator John Liu, chair of
New York City Education; our new Senat or
Bynoe, Senator Persaud, Senator Jackson,
Senat or Webb and Senator Brisport.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ranki ng Menber Ed
Ra will introduce his nmenbers fromhis
conf erence.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Sure.

We are joined by Assenbl yrman
Chl udzi nski, our ranker on Libraries.
Assenbl yman Doug Smth, our ranker on
Education, will be joining us in a nonent.
And we al so have nenbers of the Education
Comm ttee Pirozzol o and Maher.

CHAIl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  And | mi ssed

Senat or Cl eare, | apol ogi ze.
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And now Tom O Mara, ranker on the
Senate Finance Committee, will introduce the
Senat e Republ i cans.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Good norning, everyone. Joining from
the mnority side of the aisle in the Senate
i s our ranking nmenber on Educati on,
Senat or Ji m Tedi sco; our ranking nmenber on
Li braries, Senator Dean Murray; and we're
j oi ned by nmenbers Bill Wber and
Ceorge Borrello.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW | need a second.

(Di scussion off the record.)

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  Hol d on. Just a
littl e paperwork.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW A little paperworKk.
And while the Senator is |ooking for the
rules of the road here, which soneone didn't
give ne earlier, | mssed Assenbl ypersons
Jackson and Pheffer Amato.

For everyone speaking, these are the
rules of the road. Governnental enployees

get 10 m nutes to speak, and the questioners
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will be -- the relevant chairs question for
10 minutes. That woul d be Assenbl ynenber
Benedetto, nyself, Carroll, Mayer, Liu, Bynoe
and Krueger.

The rankers on each of the comm ttees
get five mnutes to ask questions. After
that, the chairs get a second round, if they
so choose, of three mnutes. Rankers get a
total of five mnutes and no second round.
Al'l other nmenbers of the commttees get
three m nutes for questions and no second
round.

| believe that's conplete.

And we will call our first w tness,
Ms. Betty Rosa, fromthe New York State
Educati on Departnent. \Wel cone.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUECGER:  You have to hold
the button until it turns green.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  There it is.
Okay. Wiiting for the green |ight.

Good norning, Chairs Pretlow, Krueger
Mayer, Liu and Benedetto, and good norning to
all the nmenbers of the Senate and Assenbly

here today.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

14

|"m pl eased to be joined by ny staff,
Seni or Deputy Conmi ssioner for Education
Dr. Jeffrey Matteson; Chief Financial Oficer
Christina Coughlin; Deputy Conm ssioner of
the O fice of Special Education and Access --
new conbi nation -- Ceyl ane Meyers-Ruff. And
we're al so joined by Deputy Conm ssioner for
P-12 Instructional Support Angelique
Johnson-Di ngl e and Deputy Conmi ssioner for
P-12 Operational Support Jason Harnon.

Before | begin, I'd |ike to recognize
Chancel | or Lester Young and the nenbers of
the New York State Board of Regents who |I'm
sure are watching today's hearing with great
interest.

The overarching goal of education and
the Board of Regents is to advance
educational equity, access and opportunity
for all students in this amazing state. Qur
budget requests a bill to deliver on this
urgent mission. 1'd like to briefly describe
how the departnent's priorities drive
educational equity and provide | ocal |eaders

with the stability and predictability they
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need to run their schools and their districts
to support our students and our conmunities.

So let's begin by tal king about
Foundation Aid, the state's |argest and nost
i mpactful investnent in our schools. It's no
secret that the netrics which drive the state
aid funding forrmula are in desperate need of
updating. The departnment has been engaged in
efforts to inprove the forrmula so as to
provi de greater educational opportunities for
al |l students.

Last year's enacted budget invested
2 mllion for the Rockefeller Institute to
conduct a conprehensive study of Foundati on
Aid. The Foundation A d changes included in
t he Executive Budget represent only a portion
of what we consider to be the roadnap that
will lead to a new formula. Additional work
needs to be done. It is critical that we, in
our departnent, are part of these
conversati ons.

The Executive Budget includes a nunber
of inmportant initiatives, including

i nvestment in advanced coursework, Early
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Col | ege Hi gh School prograns, and free
comunity college for certain high-demand
fields. W absolutely applaud these efforts.

At the sane tinme, however, the
proposal needs to include several prograns
and initiatives the departnment recommended
and that we believe are vital to the state's
continued grom h and success. It's a sinple
proposition, but it bears repeating: |If we
want our children to graduate from schoo
prepared for the future, we mnmust support them
al ong the entire educational continuum For
us, the educational continuum nmeans not only
col |l ege, career and civic readiness; in
practice, this means providing themwth
access to prograns, courses, facilities and
hi gh-quality staff that will set themup for
success in their lives.

In the budgetary context it neans
doing things like lifting the cap on
career-and-tech educator salaries so that
every student interested in CTE has a chance
to participate in these prograns. W

recogni ze that individuals with CTE skills
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and know edge are vital to New York's
econony. Their inportance to our state's
future and growt h are indisputable.

But to put it sinply, the state mnust
do nore to support this incredible resource
and nmake CTE courses accessible to al
i nterested students.

Here are other ways that we can
support our schools and students in this
year's budget. Let's start with the youngest
New Yorkers. \While we applaud the
Executive's effort to expand chil dcare access
and affordability, | think we can all agree
that it is well past tine to make universa
pre-K truly universal, once and for all.

A federal court ruling also required
that we provide special education and rel ated
services to students with disabilities until
they turn 22 years old unless they have
al ready earned a dipl ona.

| do have to give a shout out for
those districts that are doing this work
despite the fact that we have not done this

as a state. | also have to give a shout out
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to New York City, who recently made that
commi t nent .

Currently, however, the state |aw
provi des funding only through the school year
in which these students turn 21. It is
i nperative that we provide these students
with the necessary funding to support their
educat i onal | ourney.

Addi tionally, we nust make every
effort to ensure continuous recruitment of
hi gh-quality educators in all of our schools
so that every single school -- every single
child has a high-quality educator in front of
t hem

| urge you to provide additional
funding for Teach.org, a centralized hub
where prospective teachers can explore the
profession. Inits short period of tine, we
have | earned at the departnment that Teach.org
has becone an exceptionally popular site for
those future teachers to explore, and we nust
continue to use this vital resource.

The Executive Budget needs to provide

appropriate |l evels of funding to maintain and
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enhance building facilities and
i nfrastructure, including our State Schools
for the Deaf and Blind as well as our three
Tri bal Nations.

We al so need funding to repair our
hi storic State Education Building, as we have
recently gone through an incredible situation
with | eaks where we've had to nove people and
nmobi i ze an entire group of individuals.

Wiile we appreciate the 20 mllion
that's included in the Executive Budget to do
these repairs, a reasonable estinmate of the
work is closer to 40 mllion

And we need funding as well to support
t he next phase of the departnent's IT
transformation. W urge you to help us to
| ook at creating efficiencies around the
i ssue of transform ng our data system The
New York State Museum and the O fice of
Cultural Ed are making significant strides to
advance critical projects. W want the
Museum to not only be a place where our
children -- and I will submt an exhibit --

where our children thrive, because it is an
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educational institution that supports the
comunity, where children have an opportunity
to have a wing where they can have Saturday
cl asses and do all kinds of activities that
is very connected to educati on.

This financial instability in our
bui | di ng and the Museum has led to a
persistent nmulti-mllion-dollar deficit,
projected to exceed 7 mllion by March 2026.
| have been here four years asking for this
response to a nuseumthat has been in nmany
ways negl ected financially.

Finally, you can hel p advance the
educational equity by funding the graduation
nmeasures, which is an initiative we have been
goi ng throughout the state and di scussing
because of the multiple pathways and multiple
ways to support our students. W consider
this some of the nost inportant work that the
department and our Regents have undert aken,
and we are so proud of that work.

And now | am happy to return a
mllion -- a mnute and 24 seconds back to

you for your further questions. Thank you.
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(Laughter.)

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: | was goi ng
to return a mllion dollars, but |I don't have
it.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you for your
t esti nony.

Assenbl ynenber Magnarelli, are you --
| see you're sitting in for --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: I'msitting
in for M. Benedetto.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Yeah.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: | tried to
get this going. Yes, I'msitting in for
M. Benedetto, as chair of Education. You
got me, I"'mnext inline. | get to stay here
all day; it's great.

First of all, thank you very nuch for
being here. | appreciate everybody who
testifies in front of our commttees, and |
t hank you for that.

My questions. The Executive wants to
i npl enent a ban on snartphones in schools as

a priority for New York. |'mstarting right
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into ny questions. |Is that okay?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Yes, that's what

you're --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Okay, that's
what I'mgoing to do. | didn't know if you
wanted a statenment or sonething. | could

make a statement.

So we're tal king about smartphones.
What's your thoughts on that? Does the
Executive proposal allow districts enough
flexibility? 1Is that the way we're goi ng?

O is there going to be sone paraneters that
are given fromthe state |evel?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROCSA:  So |let ne
start -- thank you for your question. Let ne
start by saying that we are actually | ooking
at this fromthe perspective of -- instead of
a banned distraction, it is -- in many
classes | think the teachers have articul ated
t hat having the opportunity to teach, for
students to learn, unless the instrunents are
bei ng used as tools for the instructional
purpose, that in fact there are possibilities

of ways that we can work on having those
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di stractions not be part of the |earning
process.

| nmust say that | have been visiting
t hroughout the state, from UWica all the way
to Indian River and New York City and ot her
schools. The beauty of this is that many --
and two and a half years ago, | was actually
in Mddl etown, where the students articul at ed
t aki ng ownership and doing this and being
part of this conversation.

So | amvery proud of the fact that
superintendents, principals, teachers,
communities have really undertaken this work
to do this at a local level, very specific to
the communities, buy-in fromstudents -- and
|"mgoing to give a shout out to Geneva, Bo
Wight, who did this amazing work around the
i ssue of having the students devel op a pl an,
present it to the board, adopted by the
community, and that is an exanple of how we
i nvol ve students in these kinds of
si tuati ons.

So we are clearly conmtted to nmaking

sure that we also include as part of this
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endeavor the issue of nmedia literacy, because
we want our students to understand issues of
mal i nformati on, disinformation, and anythi ng
el se that's connected to literacy. So we are
in the process of working on this guide to
partner with that, but al so include nenta
heal th servi ces.

So with that, | just want to say that
our departnent is commtted to a
conprehensi ve way to what could be perceived
as a sinple solution. And we want our
students, our teachers, our principals, the
superintendents, to be very nmuch a part of
t he sol ution.

Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Okay. | was
married to a teacher for over 35 years. She
passed away a nunber of years ago. But she
told me once that we were | osing the schools
and teaching in the classroomthe day that we
al l oned people to chew gum Okay?

So the idea that now you can wear
hats, you can bring in coats, you can use

cel |l phones -- | nean, | think the focus of
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what's supposed to go on in the classroom has
| ong been | ost.

So | conmend you for finally com ng
around and sayi ng, Hey, you know, you've got
to learn, you ve got to put those things
away. So whatever you can do, I'mwth you.

Anot her proposal, to increase the
threshol d of community eligibility provisions
| oom ng at the federal level. How could the
state deliver universal school neals with
potentially a substantially | ess amount for
of funding for school meals comng in the
future?

What do you see as strategies to
protect agai nst decreases in federal funding?
You know, |I'mgoing to just say this. You
know, ny feeling is it's comng, so we're
going to put this in effect this year, from
what | see.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: How do we pay
for it going forward? That's ny question to
you.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Sure.  So
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|"mgoing to ask -- we have been in deep
conversation about this, because we know that
there is a comm tnent of about 130 million to
kind of add to in order to nmake it universal
And so we do -- you know, we do believe that
mai nt ai ni ng those funds -- although recently
| think we're concerned with, you know,

the -- what's going to happen if that cap is
rai sed

So I"'mgoing to ask Christina.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:  Thank you. This
is obviously a very conplicated question for
the state because it's a revenue issue, as
you note. And we defer to the Legislature on
t he revenue questions, but we conmend the
intent of the community eligibility work
that's been done in New York thus far. It's
really served the needs of our poorest
students. And going forward, it's hard to
predi ct what will happen and the federal
concerns are --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: | guess what
my question is, is this. W are trying to

take care of the poorest students now.
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NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Correct.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: What we're
adding to it is everybody. Wich is -- by
the way, | think it's a great idea. | like
it. If we had the noney, that's fine.

But if we're going to be $100 nmillion
short next year, is that where we're going to
put the noney?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA: | think what
you're saying is exactly that it's a
hundred -- right now, now, it's 130 mllion
that we're --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Right. There
you go.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  And so the
guestion is can we sustain that.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Correct.
That's my questi on.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  And that is
a question that | really truly believe that
obvi ously the Governor has put this
i nvestnment -- and that would be a perfect
guestion for DOB and the Governor.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: So next year
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when we cone back and we have to cut

$130 million out of the budget because we
don't have it fromthe federal governnent,
we' |l | be under st andi ng.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: W'l | be
what ?

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: You will be
under st andi ng of that fact.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: | don't know
that we woul d say we woul d be under st andi ng.
W would be -- we would be in a situation --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: 1'11l be
di sappoi nted too.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Ckay.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Okay, how
much -- |1've got nore time. Al right. s
the $13.5 mllion in the budget enough to
cover the cost of every school district,
charter school and BOCES in the state's
i npl enentation of the Executive's proposed
smart-devi ce prohibition? 1s that enough
noney for the smartphone deal ?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: W esti nat ed

that's about $10 a student. So that will be
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the estimate -- guesstinmate per student. So
dependi ng how dollars are used -- | nean, you
know, you were tal king about chew ng gum
Some schools will use -- you renenber the old
pl asti c shoe, you know?

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Right. Yeah.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA:  They' ||l drop
those in at the back of the class. That --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: So we've got

to wait and see what happens.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROCSA: Wl l, it's
not -- sone schools have already nade sone
investnments, | do have to say, already,

because some school s have been doing this for
a while. So there have been sone investnents
al r eady.

Sonme students have it in their |ockers
and do not see their phones till the end of
the day. Sone students -- we were in sone
school s where there was sonme free zones so
that they're able to use it during their
 unch hours or different -- so the cost is
$10 a student.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: OCkay. One
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nore question. Can you share insight on how
t he Executive's proposal to require
partnershi p agreenents between schoo
districts and higher education institutions
regardi ng dual enroll ment progranms woul d be
carried out?

And | understand that there's
information that you're requiring. |It's kind
of mandating that the school districts get
this information. So it's another report.
What are you getting out of that? And | can
under stand what the students are getting, but
do we need all of this, is ny basic question.

| don't understand why this is even
needed.

SR. DEP. COW SSI ONER MATTESON:  Thank
you for that question, because it's a real
opportunity to go a little deeper in the
col | ege and hi gh school piece.

One of the issues we have right nowis
even though we're like top five state in the
country with students getting access to at
| east one dual enroll nent course, we don't

have a sense of what those courses are doing
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on behal f of students. GOkay? And so they're
getting access just because they happen to
take a certain course --

(Overtal k.)

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Can | ask a
guestion here?

SR DEP. COW SSI ONER MATTESON:  Yup.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Has anybody
conpl ai ned?

SR. DEP. COWM SSI ONER MATTESON: Wl |,
what we have conpl ai ned about is when we've
done an anal ysis and --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Not you. Has
anybody conpl ai ned to you about the prograns?

SR. DEP. COWM SSI ONER MATTESON:  About
t hose prograns?

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI :  Yeah.

SR DEP. COW SSI ONER MATTESON:  Yes,
because there's --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: | mean, has a
student cone and said, | didn't get what |
t hought | was going to get?

SR DEP. COW SSI ONER MATTESON:  Yes.

Because they're not transferable. W're
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trying to create a system where what the
students take is transferable credit.
because right now they happen to get a credit
but it's not transferable to --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: | know. |
Understand that. |'Il cone back

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you very
much.

Senat or ?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Chair Shelley Mayer for 10 m nutes.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you, Chairs.

And t hank you very much, all of you
for your work.

The first question is about New York
City Public Schools. Under the Novenber
dat abase, prior to the Governor's proposal,
t he expectation is they woul d receive about
350 million nore than the Governor's run
after her proposed budget.

Do you at SED have any additi onal
proposed changes to mtigate the inpact on
New York City, particularly given that

they've had a growth in enrollnent as well as
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speci al ENL needs over the course of the |ast
year ?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah. Let
me start by saying yes. But at the sane
time, you have to | ook at the wealth. You
know, as you know, it went from-- | think it
was from 33 percent, right, to 23. So that's
going to be a factor that's going to have a
negati ve i npact.

But then it's -- you know, obviously
because you have additional students where
you know in the past they did not, that's
going to be a plus.

So | think | ooking at the -- what we
call the nodeling, you know, in ternms of the
formula, we're going to see the
anticipated -- | think they anticipated
smal | er than what we predi cted.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:  The Regents
state aid proposal took a | ook at that, what
happened when you --

SENATOR MAYER: Can you get closer to
the mc? 1'msorry.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: Oh, |I'm sorry.
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Par don ne.

SENATOR MAYER: Yeah, thank you.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: That's driven, as
t he conmm ssioner noted, by the update in the
poverty counts that are --

SENATCR MAYER:  Yes, | understand
t hat .

NYSED CFO COUGHLI N:  That update was
sonmet hing that the Regents had been
recommendi ng for several years. So we were
pl eased to see that.

But when the Regents prepared their
state aid proposal, they also reconmended a
change to the Regional Cost |ndex, because
t hat Regi onal Cost Index that was set decades
ago doesn't reflect the differences in costs
now.

So the Regents' proposal did in fact
provi de an opportunity that would mtigate
t hat .

SENATOR MAYER: Yes. So -- so
foll ow up on the Regional Cost |ndex issue,
whi ch the Rockefeller report recomrended t hat

t here be sonme changes but the Governor's
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proposal does not include a discussion of
changes to the Regional Cost | ndex.

Under your reconmendations or the
Regents' reconmendati ons, the change in the
Regi onal Cost | ndex would benefit both
New York City and many ot her communiti es,

i ncl udi ng the Hudson Valley, is that right?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  That is
correct.

SENATCR MAYER: On the universa
school neal s, questions were asked
previously. There are currently about 20
districts that sinply do not participate in
the program so they are not in this free
uni versal programthat the Governor has
pr oposed.

Does the departnent have any plan to
ei ther conpel or encourage these districts to
partici pate? Because even though they don't
participate, it doesn't nmean they don't have
students who would really benefit.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER RCSA:  So |' m goi ng
to start by saying one of the things that

obvi ously, because we are so conmtted to
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this universal -- because we know that, to
your point -- you know, this has been a very
conplex situation in ternms of the -- how the
funding, right -- with having nore than one
fundi ng stream where districts make deci sions
about these issues, as you know. There's
been sone inprovenent. | think once upon a
time it was seven and now we're down to, you
know, | think -- what do we have, two at this
point that we're looking at it.

We constantly encourage districts to
work with us, with our -- both our departnent
in ternms of fiscal to nmake sure that they do
t ake advant age of these prograns.

SR. DEP. COW SSI ONER MATTESON: W
woul d have to -- when this is done, which is
anot her change to the Child Nutrition
Program we woul d have to conmuni cate and
gi ve guidance to the districts. It would go
out to all the districts, so we'd alert
everyone what their eligibility is.

And since it's universal for our
state, certainly those districts may see the

benefit of joining now that it's universal,
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fully universal. But, you know, we can't
force themto join. They have choices, if
they prefer to pay for things locally or have
their parents -- but | think raising

awar eness -- to your point, this is an
opportunity if this noves forward.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you.

Two i ssues which school districts are
very concerned about, which is -- were
covered in part in the Rockefeller report but
are not in the Governor's proposal, which is
addressing ENL needs not only in the Cty of
New York but in frankly so many of our
conmuni ties, where districts need to hire new
t eachers and new ai des that have capacity to
be bilingual or to be certified ENL. And the
much greater nuance on special ed
rei nbursenent for a school that is providing
significant nunber and at great expense to
nmeet the needs of their special needs
st udent s.

Have you -- | know you've nade
recomrendati ons, but the Governor did not.

What is your analysis of the inpact of not
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provi di ng additional noney for both ENL needs
and speci al needs of districts throughout the
state?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: Wl 1, we
believe that creating the foundation is
essential. And nany tines we have obviously
very specific needs, especially in ternms of
support for not only just bilingual, to your
poi nt, but sometimes bilingual special ed
students.

SENATOR MAYER:  Yes.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA: So the
conbi nati on, as well as special - needs
students.

The issue is is that the earlier we're
able to respond to these issues, the earlier
we have -- you know, we definitely have an
opportunity to address them So the
i nvestment of not only having staff
trained -- and, you know, we've done sone
hi gher ed. Wth our higher ed popul ation
we've tried to encourage teachers to take
addi tional courses to becone dually

certified, in sone cases. But we al so want
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to make sure that we have the comm tnent and
resources to be able to hire the -- train and
hire and keep these individuals that are

gi ving services for |anguage acquisition and
students with special needs.

So the earlier we do that, the earlier
we realize that these are the subgroups that
truly need these kinds of support. And we
constantly tal k about providing not only
training but recruiting and retaining these
i ndividuals in our schools. So we have a
constant plan. W have conferences that we
do to encourage individuals to becone part of
t he network through our {unintelligible}, as
you know, to becone part of the work that
we're doing with these two popul ati ons.

SENATOR MAYER: But let me switch to
full -day pre-K, which you know has been a
commtment of certainly the Senate Majority
for sone tine.

In the report that | believe SED did,
recogni zing that there is these multiple
funding streans, the funding is inadequate,

there are many shortfalls in our existing
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program Has SED taken any steps so far to
address what we could do to nake this work
nore effectively so that nore schools wll
actually take up the opportunity to provide
full -day pre-K?

And what is your proposal with respect
to the building issues that sone districts
raise as a barrier to providing full-day
pre- K?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Sure. And
this is especially in our early -- |I'm going
to ask Angelique to start, particularly with
our early chil dhood.

Go ahead.

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON- DI NGLE:  Yes, so
t hank you for that question.

Through our Early Learning Program
over the past few years we have made sone
dramatic gains. W have provi ded statew de
pr of essi onal devel opnent for teachers
specifically targeting things that we know
are nost inportant for children to build
t hose foundational skills to support as they

nmove up through el ementary school and beyond.
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We know t hat we have pockets where the
funding -- although we are grateful that
we' ve nade sone changes to the | anguage that
al l owed districts to access funding and be
able to kind of braid some of those funding
streans together, there are still two
separate | aws that actually oversee and
govern the way that early learning funding is
provi ded to school s.

And we have, as part of our ask this
year, are requesting that naybe we take a
| ook at those | aws and see how we are able to
get funding to those schools that need it the
nost. W are | ooking at possibly an increase
in funding for expansion seats, |looking to
i ncrease sone of those allocational rates
t hat have been set since 2016, 2017, and we
know the costs to deliver those services have
i ncreased over the years as well.

W will do everything that we can from
our seats. W visit and nonitor over 200
school s every single year. W provide them
with direct support on how to inprove their

instruction -- thank you.
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SENATOR MAYER: You can finish your

sentence. Finish your sentence.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank -- thank you.

Assenbl yman Carrol | .

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Good norni ng,
Comm ssi oner Rosa, and thank you for your
t esti nony.

As the Libraries chair, 1'd like to
ask you about the Executive Budget's library
proposal. Specifically, the Executive
proposes 104.6 mllion in operating aid to
our 23 public libraries. Advocates at the
Li brary Associ ation request the Legislature
to fund libraries at over $176 mllion.

Do you have a nunber in mnd that
woul d adequately fund our |ibraries
operati ng expenses?

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA: Wl I, let's
put it this way. | think the 176 is closer
to a nunmber that | would probably conme up
Wi th.

Because libraries are very --
they're -- when you think about the kind of

support and when you think about the
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opportunity for children to be introduced,
supported, having -- and it's libraries and
al so having fam lies and havi ng books
avai |l able. So whenever we have these
initiatives about children connecting,
bui | di ng rel ati onshi ps through the reading
process, we definitely need to have --

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: So do you have a
a fornmula or a best practice of how we should
come up with what is the -- to assess the
operating needs of our libraries, whether it
be vol unes of books, librarians? Do you have
an assessnent ?

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:  There is a
formul a that generates a nunber, and the
Executive proposal is well below that. |
think the -- as the conmi ssioner said, the --

(Overtal k.)

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: It's nuch cl oser
to that 176.

(Overtal k.)

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: Exactly. d ose,
yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Thank you so
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much. That is what | thought it was.

Swi tchi ng gears, you nentioned the
capital needs of the State Education
Departnment Building. O course you know
there are great capital needs for our
libraries throughout the state, many of them
hi storic buildings, Carnegie |ibraries. They
have a backlog of $1.75 billion of capital
needs, and the Governor has only all ocated
$34 mllion.

Agai n, do you have an assessnent of
figuring out what is a better nunber to help
with the capital needs of our 23 public
library systens?

NYSED CFO COUGHLI N:  We were
di sappoi nted that the nunber in the Executive
Budget was what it was. Certainly nore. |
woul dn't say that we have a formula or an
assessnment that gets at the question that
you're asking. But that's a very interesting
guestion. 1'd like to think nore about that.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Thank you.

Now, Conm ssioner Rosa, we woul dn't be

speaking if we didn't talk about literacy. |
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want to commend you and your staff for your
wonder ful report on dyslexia and dysgraphia
| ast nonth that cane from|l egislation that
sponsored. In that report you recommend t hat
t here should be an office of dyslexia and
dysgraphia to be a point for best practices,
for interventions, for professional
devel opnent, for screening.

Do you have an idea of how nmuch that
woul d cost the State Education Departnent?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA: | think
we're -- because the report was just done --
and again, | really want to thank the
committee for really advancing -- sone of the
experts that were part of this committee
really, truly were able to share with us sone
of the issues, whether it was through
identification, best practices, ways that we
could really, truly address early on sone of
t hese i ssues to support our students.

So that recomendation is one that
we're looking at it, we're trying to cone up
with a nunber to nake sure that in fact this

wor k has the next phase, which is an
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i npl enentation and continuity.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Well, | would
| ove to work you with on that inplenentation
| hope we can find a nunber so that that can
becone a reality.

In |l ast year's budget the state
all ocated $10 mllion for professional
devel opnent for best practices for literacy
education. To your know edge, have we
actual ly done any professional devel opnent
with those teachers, | think it was 20, 000,
to get that professional |earning?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So let's be
clear, those were the dollars that were --

the $10 mllion were given to NYSUT.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: | know. |I'm
awar e.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Ckay. So
t hey have been in the process -- as a nmatter

of fact, we just had a conversation, we've
been havi ng ongoi ng conversations of the plan
that they have put together, which we have
been reviewing. And as a matter of fact --

it was | ast week, right? -- we sent back sone
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addi ti onal questions --

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: But have any
t eachers received any professional
devel opnent in evidence-based readi ng
instruction?

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA:  The pl an has
not been --

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: -- inplenented.
So they have not.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA:  The pl an has
not been approved.

So I'd like to add al so the fact that
we're still review ng and havi ng
conversations with the NYSUT staff on this.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:  One of the
constraints we operate under when we're
i mpl enenting sonmething like this is that we
do still need to enter into a contract with
the organi zation. So we are working on that
contract. W have been working very
collegially with them | believe that they
wi || have a course devel oped and ready to go
pretty shortly after the contract is

finalized.
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ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: So, you know,
let me editorialize. It is unbelievably
frustrating -- this is ny ninth session here.
Comm ssi oner Rosa, you and | have tal ked
ad nauseam about evi dence-based |iteracy
i nterventions -- ad nauseam about the five
pillars of literacy, ad nauseam about the
fact that our |argest school system and the
maj ority of our school systens for a
generation chose to use curricul um and
literacy interventions that were unproven and
didn't work.

It is settled science about what is
best to teach early readers how to read.

That is known. The idea that we are a year
| ater now and we are still in the phase of
under st andi ng what that professional

devel opnent is going to be, is shocking.
It's absol utely shocki ng.

| understand that there are contracts
to sign and there may be, you know, |awers
and others to consult with. But if | wanted
to get a Wlson-trained curriculumfor

teachers, | could call themup today and they




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

49

woul d be able to start inplenenting tonorrow.

This is not some newfangl ed idea.

Thi s pedagogy is known, it has been known, it
i s being done throughout the country. And we
have finally, in New York, | think yourself,
what State Ed has done, what sone mmj or
chancel | ors of our big school systens have
done, have finally agreed that we need to
nove in the direction of evidence-based
l[iteracy instruction that is sequential,
systematic, rooted in phonics.

But yet the Legislature allocates
mllions of dollars to have teachers receive
pr of essi onal devel opnent, and none happens in
a year. That is shocking. And we know, we
know that for kids in kindergarten, first and
second grade, this is when readi ng attai nment
happens. So that's another year |ost for
t hose early readers.

And if we're here again next year and
we haven't done it, it will be another year
lost. And you know that 50 percent of our
children read bel ow grade | evel and

30 percent don't read at all. One in seven
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adults in America is functionally illiterate.
That i s shocking.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: Wl |,
Assenbl yman, |let ne just say that that aspect
that you're tal king about, that one
particular programis really a small portion

of the work that we're doing. W are heavily

invested as -- within the departnment.

Briefs, literacy training, we' ve done al

ki nds of workshops -- a lot of that is going
on.

This is a very specific programt hat

was -- that the Governor absolutely commtted
to, which at the tine, if you recall, was
call ed Back to Basics, and then it was -- but

that is only a small aspect. And they've had
to -- the way this was structured, they had
to submt the proposal, they had to put
toget her the proposal. But | can assure you
that we have been -- and |I'm going to ask
Angel i que -- we have been doi ng extensive,
massive work in ternms -- in this space.
DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON-DINGLE: And to

the comm ssioner's point, | would Iike the
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opportunity to just highlight some of the
t hi ngs we have done since the beginning of
| ast school year, so figuring the fall of
'23. W have rel eased a nunber of literacy
briefs that were coauthored by Dr. Nonie
Lesaux. We rolled it out in a statew de
conference that touched over 2500 educators
across the entire state. W then foll owed
that up with a curriculumreview guide to do
exactly sone of the points that you've
hi ghlighted in helping districts to review
the things that they have purchased | ocally,
approved by their | ocal boards, in order to
be able to provide instruction in literacy.
Just within this past nmonth, we

actually turned around --

(Overtal k.)
ASSEMBLYMAN CARROLL: | have 13
seconds. | understand that. But | think

it's very clear that tinme is of the essence

and we need to act qui cker, because every

year we | ose a set of children to illiteracy.
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat or ?
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CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or John Liu, chair of the
New York City Education Comm ttee.

SENATOR LI U.  Thank you, Madam Chair.

And | want to start by rem nding
everybody here that |ast year we passed
| egi sl ation, signed by the Governor, that
desi gnates the Asian Lunar New Year as a
public school holiday. And guess what day
today is? Happy New Year!

NYSED COWM SSI ONER ROSA:  Happy New
Year .

SENATOR LI U.  Congratul ations, all the
publi ¢ school kids throughout the State of
New York and their famlies. They get to
celebrate this new year, the Year of the
Snake -- sone people call it the Year of the
Baby Dragon.

What ever you call it, it's a happy
day. And | feel there is no better way to
cel ebrate the new year than to spend all day
today listening to the input of educational
prof essi onal s and advocates all throughout

the State of New York, especially when this
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issue is so inmportant to people and fanmlies
all throughout the State of New York.

So thank you, Madam Chair. And thank
you, Comm ssioner and your entire team for
maki ng sure that this is well-inplenented
across the State of New York.

Happy New Year!

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Thank you.
Happy New Year.

SENATOR LI U Thank you.

You know, | wanted to piggyback off of
what Chair Shell ey Mayer started asking you
about, which is the Foundation Aid.
Specifically with respect to New York City,
the definition of poverty |level imgined in
t he Executive proposal casts a -- uses the
federal poverty guideline, wthout
differentiation, all across the State of
New York. And that poverty level is
sonewhere at an incone |evel of about 32,000,
maybe $32,150. Whether you live in New York
City or parts of the North Country or Western
New York, it's the sane |evel.

And we know that that's just an
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i nadequate neasure. In fact, using that kind
of measure statew de reduces the anount of
Foundation Aid available for New York City
public schools by a substantial anount,
sonething to the tune of $400 million
annual | y.

| s there anything that State Education
has | ooked at in terns of perhaps a better
nmeasure of poverty, one that, like the
Regi onal Cost | ndex would do, would
differentiate what true |l evels of poverty for
famlies across the state woul d experience?

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:  Senator, the
Board of Regents has recommended the sane
poverty nmetric that is -- was used by the
Execut i ve.

But we do recogni ze, as the staff,
that there are those challenges in the
nmetrics that we -- the one that is in the
Executi ve Budget represents an inprovenent
over where we've been, which we think is very
i mportant.

But | think your point underlying your

guestion is there may be better ways to
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nmeasure this going forward. | think that
speaks to the conm ssioner's view that the
Rockefel |l er recomendati ons and the proposed
Executive Budget represent a step in the
right direction, but they are not all the way
there to inproving Foundation Aid so that it
truly serves the needs of our students.

SENATOR LIU: Well, I"msure we'll
hear fromthe Gty of New York in a few hours
fromnow. But | would encourage the State
Educati on Departnment to | ook at what true
needs there are, particularly on the issue of
fam |ies experiencing poverty, and what it
t akes the schools systens in different parts
of the state to educate these children

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  So, Senat or,
if I may add, one of the concerns that | also
have is -- to your point, is that the reason
we think that our departnent needs to do sone
of these nodelings is to get to that issue.
Because just to have a standardi zed ki nd of
| ooki ng across, to your point, a child in
Washi ngton Hei ghts, the Bronx, parts of

Queens, parts of, you know, Manhattan and
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ot her -- Brooklyn, the poverty even in sone
of the neighboring districts is very, very
different.

SENATCR LIU:  Well, that's true, but
the New York City Departnment of Education
t hey can make those ki nds of adjustnments when
necessary.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  That is
correct.

SENATOR LIU.  But at least if you
treat the entire City of New York and
acknow edge the nuch hi gher cost of |iving
for famlies in New York Cty, that would
certainly help the city.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yes. And
that -- those nodelings conbining those
situations would create some of the
differentiation.

SENATCR LIU: Geat. And what about
the idea of providing additional weights in
education funding for students in tenporary
housi ng, students in foster care. | know the
Rockefeller Institute nade very brief nmention

of those issues, but none of that is included
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in the Executive proposal.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeabh,
especially students that are in tenporary
housi ng, there are additional funding that we
have.

DEPUTY COVMR. HARMON: As you said,
Senator, there are opportunities, and | think
that's sonmething that we see al ready inside
of how New York City is distributing
resources, right, where there are weighting
functions for students who are experiencing
honel essness, for English | anguage | earners,
that I think need to be, again, part of the
conversation in terns of the weighting when
you're looking at that overall formula, to be
able to nmake adjustnents to drive resources
to places that are serving, you know, higher
concentrations or changi ng concentrations of
students who are experiencing those sort
of --

SENATOR LIU:  So could State Education
reformits support of a portion of the
revi sed Foundation Aid formula to include the

costs of educating students in tenporary
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housi ng and foster care?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Absol utel y.
And in addition to that, though, we also --
we have fundi ng, MKi nney-Vento, for exanple.

DEPUTY COVWR. HARMON: Right, those
are federal resources that continue --

(Overtal k.)

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Federal .
nmean, those are federal --

(Overtal k.)

DEPUTY COMWR. HARMON: Right, to
continue to suppl enment.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah. W
try to make sure that they take advantage of
t hose dollars as well, because we know t hat
t hose students -- not only are they in
tenporary housing, but a lot of tines the
nmobility of those students and the | oss of
| earni ng even going fromone place to
another, that is loss of learning that -- in
terms of extended day or sone of the other --
you know, some of the other practices that we
have to build in to assure that we support

t hese young peopl e.
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SENATOR LI U Thank you.

You know, we've spoken nmany tines
about the anti-Asian hate that we' ve seen
these | ast few years and ways to eradicate
t hat hate being through our public schools.
You know that |'ve been pushing a bill that
woul d require the teaching of the
Asi an- Arreri can experience in public schools.
There are bills that require the teaching of
African- Anerican history, Latinx culture.

And | know State Education has
reservations about those, but State Ed and
t he Regents have nade a trenmendous anount of
progress with regard to the culturally
sustaining -- culturally responsive and
sust ai ni ng education --

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Very good.

SENATOR LIU.  -- platformand --

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Fr anewor k.

SENATOR LIU:  -- the franmework

Does that now all come under assault
with the new federal adm nistration and what
the adm ni strati on has been sayi ng about

t hese ki nds of educational curricul a?
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NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So the
culturally responsive, that framework
stands -- by the way, it has been enbedded,
has been enbraced, | have to tell you,

t hroughout this state. And the kinds of
teaching that are in our standards wl|l
continue. Those are in our standards.

So our position has been that we're
going to nove forward with the bedrock of our
state, which is the issue of culturally
responsive, is absolutely one that our state
absol utely enbraces because, as | said, every
single district, right, has been totally
commtted to this work. They use it
constantly. And they really, truly celebrate
the various cultures. And as you know,
hol i days are a perfect exanple where we use
opportunities in literature, we use it in
ways that hel p our young people to prepare
them for a gl obal society.

SENATOR LIU. | thank you for that.
You know, | believe that we should go
further, but at |east we should not go back

or retreat in any fashi on whatsoever on the
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culturally responsive, sustaining education.

Let's hope our nenbers of Congress can
fight back agai nst what the federal
adm nistration is doing or potentially
t hr eat eni ng.

And ny |l ast question for you would be
the threat of renoval of Title |I funding
along with the abolishnment of the federal
Depart ment of Education. 1s that sonething
that State Educati on has been exam ni ng and
preparing for?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So |11
start by saying that obviously yesterday we
were dealing with this issue, | think not --
not just our departnent, across the entire
state, right, and other states.

So we did get notice inmediately that
the Title | and the -- it was Title I and
IDEA. But in the interim we have been
taki ng stock of the inpact that that wll
have. And I'Il answer it --

SENATCOR LIU:  1'Il conme back on
Round 2.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Ckay.
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CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman Smit h,
five mnutes.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH.  Thank you. And
t hank you, Comm ssioner. Thank you to the
team for being here. | want to take sone
time to talk regionalization, because you and
| have spent a lot of time -- the
departnment -- hours over the |ast several
nmont hs, tal king about this, going back and
forth.

So I'lIl start by saying before your
tenure as conmi ssioner the State Education
Departnment rolled out a nunber of prograns --
Race to the Top inplenentation, Common Core,
APPR, the licensing of teachers, a |ot of new
initiatives. And | think a |ot of our
schools are still -- maybe have sone
posttraumati c stress over those experiences.
So | want to take some tine --

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Sure.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH: -- to tal k about
regionalization, what it is, what it is not.

| know you and the team have travel ed across
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the state and it's been received differently
in different regions of the state. Can you
speak about that a little bit? And I'll have
sonme foll ow up questions.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Sure. |I'm
going to start, and then I'"'mgoing to turn it
to my regionalization guru.

This is not sonmething new. And | know
you nentioned Race to the Top. | have been
in some -- we've visited sone districts that
have been doing this for 10 years. And doing
it, and doing it well because of the
necessity -- you know, the sparsity issue for
many of our rural districts really -- you
know, they create opportunities to innovate,
they create opportunities to cooperate and
share. And so the notion of regionalization
has been very nuch a part of the fabric of
many, many of our districts and many of our
areas throughout, you know.

So that's that in itself, just to say
that this is not a new concept --

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH: Right. So a

guestion that | think -- and sorry to cut you
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off. Some school districts are concerned
that they and their taxpayers m ght be paying
for students of other districts. That is not
correct, is that your understanding, that
woul d not be correct?

So a school district mght be
concerned that they and their |ocal taxpayers
coul d be paying for the students of another
district. That is not the intention, is that
correct?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah,
absolutely. But, you know, that's part of
the literacy that we hope to inpart on our
students in terns of m sinformtion,

di si nformati on.

But let nme just say, you know, when
was tal king about the rural districts and
other districts that are doing this, the
notion -- | mean, we even have two districts
t hat share a superintendent.

The rural, the -- particularly rural
districts, because of the fact that they want
to also maintain the quality, a high-quality

education for their students -- as a natter
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of fact, we net yesterday with three of them
right? And in order to give those students
t hat hi gh-quality education, they have to

| earn to share. They don't have the
resources that sonme of our other districts
have.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  So woul d you gi ve
as an exanpl e naybe a rural district that
does not have AP offerings or college class
of ferings, but maybe a nei ghboring district
does but maybe they only have four or five
students in each, that there could be an
opportunity.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  They
share -- yes. They're sharing resources,
they're innovating, they' re figuring out --
they're problemsolvers in trying to figure
out how do we, despite the fact that we have
fewer students, the sparsity issue and so
many other barriers -- we have seen an
i ncredi bl e nunber of districts that truly
have taken how to share their toys.

And again, there are those districts

that have a | ot of resources, have a | ot of
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weal th, have a | ot of ways of enjoying

gi ving, you know, as you said, different AP
cl asses or whatever. So they're not being
asked, in any shape or form to share. 1In
many cases they are, and those pl aces that
they are, we cel ebrate those.

And by the way, just to give you a
nunber, we are fairly close to 80 percent --
80 percent have opted in throughout the state
to do regionalization. Eighty percent.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  And to get to that
point, there was an option. So if a school
district didn't feel that they could benefit
or didn't feel that their neighboring
districts would benefit --

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  They coul d
opt out.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH. -- they could opt
out. So there's no obligation for themto --

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: W do have
several -- the largest concentration happened
to be in your neck of the woods, you know, in
your nei ghborhood. Not your specific

nei ghbor hood - -
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ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  Not specifically,
right.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: I n
Long | sl and.

But the truth of the matter is that we
honor the issue that they felt that they did
not want to be part of the process, and we
honor that. W --

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  And wi th that,
because |I' m being asked that if they opt out
of the planning process, it's not sinply the
pl anni ng process; they will not be asked to
take on or to participate.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: 1'mgoing to
ask -- they're opting out. And by the way,
we asked them -- we asked the board and the
superintendent to negotiate this. And once
t hey opt out, you know -- and by the way, we
are establishing a regionalization networKk.
And just so you know, sone of this -- the
reason you think it's new --

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  Yeah, |'m out of
time. But thank you for clearing up sone of

this.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

68

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you. You are
out of tine.

Senat or ?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Ji m Tedi sco, ranker in Education.

SENATOR TEDI SCO.  Thank you.

Comm ssioner, it's always great to see
you here before us, and we appreciate your
testinmony and coming by to testify.

|"mgoing to start out w th sonething
| know | wanted to say during ny
presentation -- I'mvery limted, | probably
woul d have saved to the end. And that is as
ranki ng nmenber of the Education Commttee,
and | think | can say representing ny
conference, this is a very |large budget to
begin with, | think $8.6 billion in spending.
But we never know what's going to happen
during the course of this whol e budget
negoti ati ons.

| can go on record and tell you this.
Myself and | believe nmy conference will never

in this year be bal ancing this budget on the
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backs -- no matter what comes out in the
finality of this budget, on the backs of our

| ocal taxpayers, who may have to cut if there
are cuts in very inportant progranms or the
backs of our kids or our school districts. |
want to be on record in saying that.

Having said that, I'mgoing to ask you
a question, probably won't get to the next
one, but you know where |'m going. Have you
ever seen the novie Casabl anca? Yes or no.
No probl em

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yes.

SENATOR TEDI SCO.  Yes. So you know in
that novie there's a police chief, and he
knows what's going on over there. And he
goes up to Hunphrey Bogart: |'m shocked, |I'm
shocked, 1'm shocked that there's ganbling in
this facility. W know he's not shocked.

| cane to the capital this year, |
becanme shocked -- we have an affordability
problemin New York State. Did you know
t hat, Conm ssioner. Rhetorical. You don't
have to answer it. Most people over here

know it. If |I've heard that once, |'ve heard
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it a thousand tines since we've been here.
We have an affordability problem

Every time we interact with our
constituents, surveys or polls, we ask about
transportation, safety, education -- |ove
education. You support it? Yes. Do you
want us to fund it? Fund education, put
nmoney in it. They want the test scores to be
good. They want the graduation rates to go
up. It's extrenely, extrenely inportant for
t hem

But ny goodness, everybody knows we
have an affordability problemin New York
State. W' ve had an affordability problem
Besi des what ny constituents and ot hers say,
in the | ast census we became nunber one in
outm gration: 101,000 people left the State
of New York. Fifty states. One of seven
states that | ost a Congressperson, | ost
voi ces out there. W' re nunber one in Tax
Freedom State today. W still have that
designation. You know, Commi ssioner, that's
when we actually take a dollar hone for the

peopl e who work in New York State.
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There is an affordability problem
wi t hout question. The worst thing is our
destiny, possibly, which they suggest at
| east two or three Congresspeople and
representatives will be lost in the 2032
census comng up. That's significant to
t hi nk about .

But nake no mistake, if we're going to
nove towards affordability -- and you know
what? W have to, to keep people in New York
State, to keep the great educational system
we have -- we're going to have to have
spending priorities, spending -- realistic
spending priorities. And that is the
chal l enge, | think, for us, for the
majorities, for the mnority, for the
Governor: Spending priorities.

And |'ve seen a very | arge budget cone
out, |I've seen $8.6 billion in spending. But
| don't want that to fall on the back of a
nunber - one spending priority: Educating the
kids in New York State. W cannot |et that
happen.

But by the sane token, | got a feeling
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she's going to have to be Houdini with the

budget she gave us to give those tax nonies
back. And we believe in tax cuts. W need
them That would be part of the incentive.
It ain't a rabbit that has to conme out of a
hat -- she's got to pull a giraffe out of a
hat. Now, that's a big animal. GCkay? So

that's going to be hard to do.

So ny question to you is -- |I've got a
mnute -- she has to be interacting with you
and the | eaders of -- our other conm ssioners

and everything like that. Has she talked to
you about what's going to happen across the
board or how you can help with this cost of
living, not cutting prograns but adjusting
how we nove those prograns forward, how we
real i gn prograns, things of that nature?

Because it scares nme when all of a
sudden affordability probl ens have been in
exi stence and we're going to solve them
overnight. Thirty seconds isn't enough, |
know that. Don't hate ne.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: Wl |,

Senator, let me start by -- and | know you
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know this, and this is going to sound --
we' re an independent agency. W are not an
agency of the Governor.

Now, having said that, we do try --
and | have to tell you, put it point-blank,
t he conmm ssioners of this state, many of them
we work very closely with. So we try to, to
your point --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Hol d that point.

SENATOR TEDI SCO We could talk
forever.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW W had a
f our - and- a- hal f-m nute questi on and not
30 seconds -- anyway --

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: And actual ly,
just to point out -- thank you, Cary -- we
try to remind | egislators you can use all of
your m nutes asking a question, but the
answer er doesn't get extra minutes to answer
you. So just the lesson for today.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Before | go on,
we' ve been joined by Assenbl ynmenbers Conrad,

Hooks, Sinobne -- I'msorry, Sinon -- and
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M t aynes.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  And we've al so been
j oi ned by Assenbl ywonman Mary Beth WAl sh on
t he Republican side.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Chl udzi nski, five mnutes.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER CHLUDZI NKSI :  Good
nor ni ng, Conmm ssi oner .

NYSED COVM SSI ONER ROSA: Good
nor ni ng.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER CHLUDZI NKSI: | want to
t hank you and your staff for being here today
with us, and I want to thank you all for the
hard work that you do for all our students
and fam |lies across New York State. | know
it's probably not always a thankful job, but
we appreciate the work that you all do.

| just have a couple of questions.
One is in regards to staffing shortages.
We're still hearing concerns about staffing
shortages at school districts across the
state. Particularly I knowin my district I
hear there's shortages of -- it's very

difficult for themto find science teachers,
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bi ol ogy, chem stry.

What is your departnent doing to
address the shortages? And what structural
changes are needed to address these
short ages?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER RCSA:  So |' m goi ng
to start by saying, as you saw in ny intro,
we tal ked about Teach.org. But in addition
to that, we have -- under the | eadership of
Dr. Matteson, we've been doing a great dea
of work of taking our requirenments for
certification of our teachers and creating
lots of flexibilities.

And we can give you, just to be very
preci se, a couple of good exanples of that.

SR. DEP. COW SSI ONER MATTESON:  So
just a couple of exanples. You brought up
science. One of the things that the
department had done, | think in August of
'23, was to put a regulation in effect that
allowed -- if you're going to have a second
certification for science, you weren't going
to need additional 30 credit hours, you could

do 18 credit hours.
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We've just put forward a regulation to
allow that for nost of our certification
titles. So if a student is going to college
or university or a teacher prep institution
and would like to have nultiple
certifications, it's not going to take
mul ti pl e 30-credit-hour coursework pathways
in order to get those certifications. So
that's sonme flexibility we' ve offered.

We've also tried to deal with some of
the certification examissues that have been
a roadbl ock for many of our teachers,
especially coming fromout of state, where
t hey may have taken an assessnent, a
di fferent teacher assessnment in their state,
and then they have to take the New York State
exam So they've done all they could do in
their hone state, they're fully certified
there, otherwise qualified, that we're
finding ways to now -- we're going to -- we
put a regulation in place that we're going to
anal yze those exanms and the ones that are
conparable, we're going to accept them And

then if they get close to passing ours, if
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they didn't take an exam we've also got a
mul ti pl e- neasures approach to get people
certified if they have -- come very close to
passi ng the exam so they're not one after
another taking it nmultiple tines.

So in addition to Teach.org, which has
been a great success in recruitnent and
getting people on the pathway to teaching, we
in fact have nore people in the pipeline on
Teachny. org, starting our pathway, than we do
in teacher prep institutions right nowin
New York State.

So it's having the desired effect, and
that's only nine nonths in. Wich is why
we' ve enphasized it -- nowthe third tine in
this hearing. It's very inportant to us to
keep that product and to work with our
partners.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER CHLUDZI NKSI :  Thank
you, Ssir.

Just to change gears here, on the
Governor's Distraction-Free Learning
Initiative. | know that was nentioned a

little bit earlier. But are you concerned at
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all that the Governor's Distraction-Free
Learning Initiative requires school districts
t o adopt cel |l phone prohibition policies
rather than allowing districts to make the
determi nation |ocally?

| know locally, talking to our
superintendents, this has basically been an
i ssue that's been solved through their own
department policies and procedures, and
t hey' ve conveyed to nme that they nore or |ess
have this under waps at their schoo
districts because it's been around for quite
a few years now.

Do you have concerns that the state
comi ng in and adopting their own policies,
super sedi ng what the school districts already
have, will be problenmatic?

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah, | have
taken a very strong position on the | ocal
control and the fact that many of our
superintendents and schools, including -- and
again, | don't want to speak for the schoo
board or the Big 5 or sone of the individuals

that have really taken a simlar position.
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W believe that this is |ocal control
Peopl e have been doing it, to your point, for
a while. And | do believe that the
Governor's office initially started in one
pl ace, and those changes have been adj usted
to be at the local control. And know ng that
many districts already doing -- have been
doing this for a while.

So we are hopeful that that is the
final destination

ASSEMBLYMEMBER CHLUDZI NKSI :  Thank
you, Comm ssi oner.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat or ?

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And our chair of Libraries, Senator
Bynoe, 10 m nutes.

SENATOR BYNCE: Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

Good norni ng, Conmi ssioner.

NYSED COWM SSI ONER ROSA: Good
nor ni ng.

SENATCOR BYNCE: So | would like to

start out by echoing sone earlier sentinments
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and |l ending ny voice to increasing capital
funding to libraries.

Specifically in ny district, we have
the Uniondale Library that has a rising water
table and they're taking on water. They need
a roof. They're really in bad shape, and
they're not yet able to access that funding
to do the work.

And we have ot her exanpl es t hroughout
the district, and I know many t hroughout the
st at e.

So in not belaboring the point, |I'd
l'i ke to nove on and ask about school
libraries and ask specifically about the role
of SED in oversight of school libraries,
specifically the funding. Right now I
bel i eve the anount is $6.26 per pupil, and
t hey haven't had an increase since 2007. And
| know that many of the districts do not have
full-time librarians in the schools. And
this has to be a function of that.

Sol'dlike to know -- 1'd like to
hear from you regardi ng whet her there's been

any study about increasing that per-pupil
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cost and what your role is in doing so.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah, so |et
me start by saying it's interesting, outside
of New York City they've done a better job
with libraries. And the -- but there's been
an investnment and a push for New York City
also to realize the extrene value of this.

So on the issue of the per-pupi
i nvestnent - -

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:  The Board of
Regents has in fact reconmended that those
nunbers be adjusted for inflation. So
relative -- | don't recall right now what the
nunber woul d be to adjust, but that they be
taken -- inflation fromthe tine that that
was set in statute and increased to what it
woul d be now.

So yes, the board is supportive of
t hat .

SENATOR BYNCE: Ckay. | would love to
see those nunbers. And once you conplete
that exercise, | think the whol e body can
benefit.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA: W' || share
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-- we can neet with you and share with you
specifically, because we do have the nunbers
of -- the nunber of districts that do have,
you know, librarians, particularly in the

el enentary school but all way through. So
nore than glad to neet with you to go over

t hose.

SENATOR BYNCE: Thank you.

Al so, noving on to education -- and |
know t hat many parents would | ove to have the
opportunity and need the opportunity to have
alternatives and options in terns of
educating their young scholars. And | know
charter schools have provided that.

But | am concerned regarding the
saturation of charter schools in Senate
District 6, and |"msure it's happening
t hroughout the state in certain areas. In

particul ar, Henpstead School District, which

has a total aid of $234 mllion, is sending
roughly $87 mllion to charter schools.
And the exanples -- | can go on and on

on that but, you know, there's a real

di sparate inpact to school districts that are
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sendi ng those | arge suns of noney to charter
schools. And, you know, I'd like to know,
first, when SED is revi ewi ng these RFP
responses for charter schools, whether you're
taking into consideration that there's
saturation.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Yes. So
"Il start by saying that we have two
entities, SUNY and SED. Qur charters, in
the -- we have the smaller -- actually, you
have four, because you have Buffal o and
New York City. But primarily the two
entities that make the determination in this
particul ar case, SUNY has the |argest nunber
of charters. W have 95, | think, is the
nunmber that we have. And SUNY has --

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON- DI NGLE
Two-thirty-eight.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: Two
hundred -- you're right, 238 is the SUNY
nunber. Qurs is 95, and New York Gty 38 and
| think Buffal o two.

So in that determination it's --

there's a struggl e because many districts --
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you know, many charters will go to SUNY,

obvi ously, rather than -- you know, we have a
pretty strict -- and |I'mnot saying they
don't have a strict -- but we have a pretty
robust type of process that you have to go

t hr ough.

Now having said that, there are many
times that there's a ot of confusion in the
field where they feel that we've -- you know,
we have in fact decided that this charter's
going to go into that district when in fact
it's a SUNY decision

And with Henpstead --

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON- DI NGLE:  So we
have wor ked, over the past two years, | want
to say, with ny coll eague across the tabl e,
Jason, in understanding how we can attenpt to
find a way. W know that there is a problem
with the way that charter schools are funded,
essentially. And we do know t hat
Henpst ead does have one of the highest
anounts of tuition rates that they do pay out
to their |ocal charter schools.

And that is not to say that we don't
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believe in parent choice and support that
deci sion of those parents, but | think it
comes down to essentially the way that
charter schools are funded within the | aws
that are currently existing on the books that
do create a conplication for the way that
school districts thensel ves have to pay out

t hat noney.

SENATOR BYNCE: So we know now, right,
that there's a problem R ght? And we know
that Henpstead in particular has really been
hanpered by this. But it's actually grow ng
tentacles, and it's making its way throughout

the district, insomuch that Uniondale is

currently sending 21 mllion, and they're
projected for -- for last year they sent
21 mllion, and they're projected to send
25 mllion.

What can SED do to streaniine the
process, have better oversight in ternms of
saturation so that -- you know, we know we
have these two different entities, but have
you done any study, any type of eval uation as

to best ways to nove forward?
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NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah, we've
| ooked at where the saturation -- | nean, a
perfect exanple is District 5. You' ve got a
huge saturation in District 5 and | can tel
you a couple of other districts.

We al so know that, to Angelique's
point, that there's a different rate that's
pai d, which al so creates another | ayer.

You know, and sonetinmes peopl e think
that it's kind of a one-on-one, you're
removing a kid fromone place and noving it
to another. But when you have a class of,
let's say, 19 and you still have to create a
cl ass, and you have m nus the nunber of
students that have left, right, that is a
financial hole that the district is in. So
it's not as sinple as, you know, sonetinmes |
think the way this structure in the | aw was
designed, it makes it look as if, Ch, well,
|"mtaking 10 fromhere and you're left --
no, you still have to have that teacher, you
still have to have those resources.

So it's not as if the cost is, you

know, necessarily -- because as sonebody
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who's done, both in ny mddle school and high
school, done programming, it is a chall enge.
And it's also a chall enge when you have, you
know, fewer dollars to provide the kinds of
resour ces.

So | do think we have to take a | ook
at the whole issue with the charter |law from
various issues. And that's one of them

SENATCOR BYNCE: And 1'd like to work
with you on that.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Ckay. Well,
| ook forward to it.

SENATCR BYNCE: | have one ot her
guestion specific to Henpstead, and it's use
of -- SED s placenment of a nonitor.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Moni tor.

SENATOR BYNOCE: And I'd like to
understand from you whether you believe a
nonitor should still exist within that
district. And if so, why?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Absol utel y.
Qur schools -- and I'll give you a concrete
exanple, and I'mgoing to turn it to Jason

For exanple, when -- and I"'mgoing to
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go slightly over to a district like

Wandanch. Right? Totally in horrendous

deficit, and it's nowin a surplus. | think
they're 30 million, if I'mnot m staken,
right, 30 million in surplus, froma district

that was in a horrendous situation. And the
financial nonitor has been extrenely focused
and sonmeone that has nmade a huge difference.

Now, personally | do have to say |
like the idea of two nonitors, one
i nstructional, one operational that focuses
on the fiscal. And in your case you have one
monitor. And again, | would submt that in a
district like, you know, you're speaking to,
we really truly need an instructional as well
as fiscal

SENATOR BYNCE: They've been able to
increase their graduation rates, so I'd |ike
to hear nore fromyou on that.

Thank you.

NYSED COWM SSI ONER ROSA:  They di d,
82 -- | think it's 82 --

SENATOR BYNCE: Ei ghty-seven percent.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA: - -
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82 percent.
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.
Assenbl yman Ra has stepped away, so
"1l go to Assenbl yman Conrad, three m nutes.
ASSEMBLYMAN CONRAD: Hi, good norni ng.
| was excited to review the Bl ue
Ri bbon Commi ssion's results and
i npl enentation for our four-year changeover
for our cohorts of students under the new
di pl oma program Can you revi ew how SED
pl ans to support these school districts
across the state that desperately need staff
devel opnment ? Because | ooking at the budget
right now, it looks Iike we're at
$14.3 mllion elimnated for staff resource
centers. And | just don't know how t hat
particularly jibes with this newinitiative
that we're about to inplenent here where
we're trying to make this new programtruly
successful and have these pat hways.
Do you care to comment on that?
NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: Sure. So
|"mgoing to start by saying I'd love to

invite you to a neeting to take you through
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t he journey of what we've gone through to get
tothis place in ternms of the task force --
whi ch was made up of, as you know,
superi nt endents, busi nesspeople and the
twel ve recomendati ons that | think Angelique
is going to speak to. There's been an

i ncredi ble journey of several years to get to
this point.

We al so have a planned pilot that is
supporting this work to take a ook at this
work within several districts.

So there's a trenendous anount of work
to answer that question. And nore than gl ad
to really have you -- create a roadmap for
you and wal k you through it.

In the nmeantine, Angelique?

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON- DI NGLE:  And part
of the -- as you have nentioned, we have very
intentionally created a runway, a
five-year-plus tineline to build in
opportunities to provide teachers with the
necessary professional |earning opportunities
that they would need to help inprove their

instructional practices within the classroom
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al ong with including and expandi ng resources
to provide access to greater opportunities
for students. But happy to neet with you
offline to take you through that in a nore
det ail ed fashi on.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONRAD: | appreciate it.
It just doesn't nmake sense to ne to elimnate
$14.3 mllion for staff resource centers that
| found personally the place where | would
learn literacy techniques, as our
Chair Carroll nentioned and others. It just
seens |like a very inportant piece, today nore
t han ever.

And I'Il leave with just one comrent.
Qobvi ously, being an educator and having a | ot
of friends that are still in education, the
paperwork |l oad that is being placed on
special ed teachers -- | get it, they're not
just teaching, they're doing nuch nore.
They' re counseling, they're dealing with
addiction, they're dealing with trauna.
There's so nmuch being added to the plate of
our educators.

What are we doing to elimnate or
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sinplify or just make a | oad of paperwork

t hat has been inundated -- the comrent | keep
getting fromeducators is "I don't feel |ike
|"mteaching anynore. |'mjust filling out
paper wor k. "

And I'Il leave it at that, if there's

any efforts that we can do to alleviate that.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Sure. So |
will tell you --

ASSEMBLYMAN CONRAD: We'll talk later.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat or ?

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you. We've
been joi ned by Senator WeiKk.

And Senat or Murray, ranker on
Li braries, for five.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you very rmuch
on.

And t hank you for being here. [|'m
over here in the corner. Thank you for being
here and for your testinmony. | have quite a
few questions, but with five mnutes I'l

start with the first here.
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So recently the Trunp adm nistration
had announced a reversal in policy regarding
| aw enforcenent and naking arrests or going
into | ocations deened as sensitive areas --
churches, synagogues, and schools, of course.
They reversed that policy, and when doi ng so,
the nedia spun it as though they're targeting
these | ocations. Now, ICE officials, other
of ficials have come on and said that's not
the case, we are not targeting them we
sinply need to have access in the event, say,
a viol ent gangbanger is going into a school
to get sanctuary from being caught. W don't
want that. W don't want them around our
kids either.

So in making this change, we've seen
school districts now com ng out with their
statenents. And recently, yesterday or the
day before, a district in nmy Senate district,
the Pat-Med District, says, Law enforcenent
can't access school grounds. They wll not
gi ve them access to their school grounds
unl ess there's a crine being conmtted

currently on the school grounds or they have
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a warrant.

| "' m concerned about the nessage that's
sending. Qur police officers, whether it's
t hrough COPE, whether it's through comrunity
policing, our police, whether it's the PAL --
we have police in Suffolk County that take
kids fishing just to get a relationship, to
show that we're not the bad guys. And then a
statenent like this conmes out, and it makes
it look like they are the bad guys.

| think we've taken -- statements |ike
this are taking steps so far backwards and
putting police at such a di sadvant age now.

l"d like to know, is there a policy
that you are reconmmendi ng? Do you support
this policy? And do you have a bl anket
policy regarding this issue that you are
recommendi ng to school districts?

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Sure. And
|"mnore than glad to make sure you have a
copy of. W worked during the holidays --
and this is not a new policy, but to -- with
t he Governor's office, the AG and our

departnent, to provide guidance to the
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school s, under what circunstances -- and it
was very specific.

Qur local police officers, nmany of
them to your point, work as part of the
community and they're known. This is very
di fferent when you're going in asking, as you
know, for, you know, records, infornmation.
No parent would want that information to be
provi ded unless -- and sonetines it's a
guestion of making sure that there is a
warrant or there is a subpoena. Watever it
is, these are two places, you know,
especially -- I won't speak for churches, but
"1l speak for schools. Schools are places
where, when parents send their children to
school, they want to know that no one ot her
than that principal in that space, and that
superintendent, are aware that whet her
t hey' re being questioned or they're being,
you know, taken out or -- that we followthe
law in terms of what is acceptable and what
is not.

SENATOR MURRAY: So --

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA: So t hat
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gui dance, we're nore than glad to nake it
avai l able to you. Because we did send it out
to all the districts and to all the | awers
in the districts, to all the districts and --
as a matter of fact, we've sent it out
several tinmes just to make sure that our
schools are not only informed but that they
know t he protocols that they have to follow

SENATOR MURRAY: So woul dn't you agree
that there needs to be clarification -- on
both sides. On both sides. | think the
Trunp adm nistration needs to cone forward
and maybe the federal officials need to cone
forward to identify exactly what they nean
when they say they need access to the
sensitive areas.

But with that said, when you have
di stricts maki ng bl anket statenents |ike this
that are being -- | don't even know if
"m sconstrued” would be the right word.
because it's being received by | aw
enforcenent as a slap in the face.

And might | remnd you that | think

most school districts do have SROs in their
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schools. They're | aw enforcenent. So we
can't pick and choose when they're good and
when they're not. You know, | wonder what
this will also do, a statenment like this wll
do to those SRCs and how t hey're seen now.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Right. |
think that, again, the climte that we're
currently inis very different, as you know.
So your SROis very nuch a part of the fabric
of that school. You know, we have to be
honest and say that | think the nmedia and the
information that's out there --

SENATOR MURRAY: Hundred percent
agr ee.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOWN Assenbly -- you're
taki ng ny j ob.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Ed Ra,
ranker on Ways and Means.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you, Chair.

Comm ssi oner, good norning. Good to

see you.
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NYSED COWM SSI ONER ROSA: Good
nor ni ng.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you and your
team for al ways bei ng responsive to us when
we have questions and clarifications needed
on t hi ngs.

| just want to tal k about a few
funding i ssues -- Foundation Aid, as we know.
| think we all expected this to be a big, you
know, thing in this year's budget, and we're
ki nd of not maki ng too many changes rel ative
to what we saw in the report. So | want to
ask you just about a few of them

| know in the Regents budget proposal
there was a proposal or sone tal k about
Regi onal Cost Index. | was wondering if you
guys have any financial estimte of what it
woul d have cost to inplenent what was
proposed and whet her that was the type of
thing that we'd have |ike a | arge-scal e
wi nners and | osers, which is sonething that
we've all been concerned with when it cones
to updati ng Foundati on Aid.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: That is sonething
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we can get back to you on, those details.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Ckay.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: It does -- | can
say, to the second part of your question, it
does drive significant change. So it is
important to think about it in the gl obal
context of supporting our schools. But with
respect to specific details, we can get you
nore |ater.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Ckay, thank you.

NYSED CFO COUGHLI N:  Thank you very
much.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  And then one of the
ot her pieces that -- you know, the
Executi ve Budget doesn't propose any updates
to the "successful schools nodel." And |

know that with what's going on within the

board, just wondering if you could comment on

how much of a priority it is to update that
nodel concerning the new graduati on neasures
that are being discussed by the Board of
Regent s.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  It's the

after-school -- you're tal king about the
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ext ended day?

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: |'mtal ki ng about the
"successful schools nodel" as it pertains to
Foundation Aid, especially given -- you know,
it relies currently on Regents exans, and
wi th the new graduati on neasures com ng.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: W do think it's
important. As we were devel opi ng the Regents
state aid proposal to support them we worked
with the maj or education stakehol ders --

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Sone of ny col | eagues
are having troubl e hearing you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Get cl oser to the
m c? Thank you.

NYSED CFO COUGHLI N:  Thank you very
much. Sorry about that.

As part of developing the state aid
proposal, we had numerous conversations wth
t he bi g education stakehol der groups, and
they were telling us in such inportant
| anguage that the expectations for schools in
our state have changed significantly since
that original study. So it's been -- that

"successful schools" as it currently exists
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is a nunber that was anal yzed years ago, and
then inflation has adjusted it.

But if the underlying role of
educati on has changed significantly in our
state, it's really inmportant to think about
that when you try to neasure what we need to
support.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  And then on the
speci al education side, | know the Regents
proposal wanted to do a CPl adjustnent until
t he new net hodol ogy is adopted. Where do we
stand with regard to the tuition rate-setting
nmet hodol ogy st udy?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: G eat
guesti on.

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF: W are
currently beginning work on the study, and it
will be conpleted by July 2027. And so
the --

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  |'msorry, 2027, is
t hat what you --

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF: 2027, the
study will be conpl et ed.

But we're begi nning the work now.
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W're neeting with districts, we're getting
information, we've identified a consultant to
work with us so that we can get input from

st akehol ders. But the initial work has
begun.

In the meantine, that 3.1 percent CP
that you referenced is inportant because we
need to nmake sure that on an annual basis
t hat i ncreases are happening while we're al so
doi ng the study.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Agr eed.

And then | ast year, on another type of
speci al education school, we did $30 nmillion
in capital funding for the 4201 schools. Can
you provide any update in terns of that
fundi ng and, you know, how much has gone out
t he door and where it is in the pipeline?

DEPUTY COWR. HARMON: So the
$30 million, there's been $25 million in
awards that have been identified. Qur
contracts adm nistration group is working to
establish that so that those funds can begin
to be made avail able to those awardees.

There is a pot of | think it's
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$5 mllion that was reserved to be able to
handl e enmergency capital situations that
woul d arise, and so that continues to be
avai |l abl e as outreach is nade, you know,
under those circunstances. But we're noving
forward to be able to nove those dollars out
to the entities that were awarded those
dol I ars.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Ckay, great.

Wth ny last 20 seconds -- this is
nore of a statement. But, you know, going
back to the CPlI with the 853s or as it
pertains to the 4201s, right, we have these
m ni mum i ncreases we're giving to all our
public schools. And so many tines these
institutions don't benefit fromthat, so |
think it's very inportant that we keep that
front of mind and make sure they're getting
i ncreases as wel | .

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Agr ee.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

Senat or Robert Jackson.
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SENATOR JACKSON: So, thank you,
co-chairs, for putting together this joint
budget heari ng.

Comm ssi oner, thank you and your staff
on behalf of all of the people in the State
of New York with respect to the job that you
have.

In fact, you had a | egislative
br eakf ast about two weeks ago, and you
nmenti oned that you only have about
$20 mllion. And | saw the need for what you
say is really about $40 mllion to straighten
up your beautiful house right across the
street, neaning the State Education Buil di ng.
So | applaud you for saying what you really
need.

But al so I'm sayi ng what about the
poverty counts and Foundation Aid as a result
of tens of thousands of students are now in
the systemthat were not there before?
That's nunber one.

And t hen nunber two, because ny tine
frame is only two mnutes now, is the

Foundation Aid fornmula is an old fornul a,
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very old. And Mchael Rebell and others are
| ooking to change that totally. And it
reminds me of a car that | had, it was an old
car, it had 330,000 mles on the car. It was
a Volvo wagon. And | needed to take it in
for a repair, and the mechanic said, you
know, it's time to get another one. So |
didn't believe him | took it to another
pl ace to get a second opinion. And they said
no. So | had to get a new car.

So sane thing with the Foundation Aid
W don't need the old forrmula. It's not
working. It's not really working. So | just
ask you about those two questions. And
qui ckly, 1 want you to know that the
situation of inaction on governance in
East Ramapo is a mmjor issue, and the kids in
that school district, in the public schoo
district, are not getting the opportunity for
a sound, basic education which they are
guar ant eed under the New York State
Consti tuti on.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So | woul d

say hold on to that car; it may be an antique
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and very val uable at sone point.

But | do believe that we have to get
to a new formula. And | have been in
conversation with Mchael Rebell. And one of
our new partners is AIR, and they do sone
real ly good research and sone good work on
t his issue.

So | would say one of the things we're
doing is as we're having conversati ons about
the -- what | consider to be the journey or
the roadmap has to |lead us to a new fornul a,
no question about it.

SENATOR JACKSON: The second part?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Yes, on
East Ramapo. East Ramapo, nore than glad --
| know that al so Senat or Mayer has been
intimately involved as well in this issue.

It is such a conplex issue because you' ve got
10, 000 ki ds on one side, 30,000 kids on the
other side -- nore than glad to neet with you
on this.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  You' Il have to
foll owup afterwards.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Right. Thank you
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Assenbl yworman Butt enschon, for three
m nut es.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BUTTENSCHON:  Good
nor ni ng, Conm ssioner and team Thank you
for being here this norning.

Many of my col |l eagues have asked
guestions that | had, but | want to shift
gears to the Career and Education -- the CTE
prograns. So | have a few questions; |'I]
ask them and then give you tinme to respond.

So first, as we | ook at many of the
contributing factors to a successful program
credentialing is one. And you reflected the
expansion that will happen at the conmunity
colleges. The first question is, do you have
the staffing to ensure that that
credentialing can be expedited at the
secondary |l evel so that -- as we prep for our
comunity col | eges?

Second, what is your office doing
different to ensure the teachers' expertise
that is going to be needed, again, to prepare
for our conmunity colleges -- and | know ny

col | eague tal ked about staffing, but this is
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clearly the expertise within the nuch-needed
CTE.

And finally, what is the office doing
alittle differently to ensure our special --
our children with special needs are inclusive
into these great prograns?

Thank you.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Sure. Yeah.
So starting with your question about do we
have the staffing, and the answer is no.
Everybody on our staff is doing at |east
seven to 10 jobs as a result of the fact
that, you know, our staffing has really
pretty nmuch been pretty flat.

The one issue that you rai se about we
do have conversations with higher ed, both
CUNY, SUNY and others, to really try to
create that continuumand that link in terns
of what are the ways that we can hel p each
ot her to help our students nake those
transitions.

In terns of CTE, along with our
BOCES - -

SR. DEP. COWM SSI ONER MATTESON:  Yeah
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it's an excellent question about the access
to CTE for special education students. And
t hey' ve al ways had access, but we found
several years ago that the ability to neet
their needs, their |earning needs while
they're in those prograns, was |acking a
little bit.

And there's been a massive investnent
of both the departnent's tine to consult with
t he BOCES and CTE prograns to nake sure al
t he acconmopdati ons were provi ded and those
students were having success, and that they
are getting access to those prograns
equi tably.

And the BOCES have -- | know this
because of recently being a district
superintendent of a BOCES a coupl e of years
ago, created two new networks, a special ed
network and a CTE network that now neet
together to ensure that those acconmodati ons
are taking place and those students have
access to those prograns.

So they have just the same skill set

avai lable to themto go into workforce
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devel opnment prograns after high school

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BUTTENSCHON:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat e?

CHAI RWOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very --
excuse ne. Ckay, sorry. The two chairs are
debati ng which of us has the harder
m crophone to use.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW M ne stays on al
the time now.

(Laughter.)

CHAl R{MOVAN KRUEGER:  |'m sorry, we're
up to Senator Wber, for three m nutes.

SENATOR VWEBER: Thank you, Chair.

Hel | o, Conmi ssioner and everyone here

t oday.

You know, | wanted to just tal k about
t he Foundation Aid forrmula. | think there's
a lot of -- the recommendations, | think

there are a | ot of great recommendati ons t hat
are in that report that will help a | ot of

school districts in the 38th Senate District.
Primarily, East Ramapo School District would

certainly benefit froma lot of the
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recomrendations in there.

So |'m encouraged that the Governor
has sonme of those recommendations in this
year, and | hope that we can | ook at the
ot her recomendations as wel .

But I want to go back to, you know,
obvi ously the East Ramapo situation. You
know, a year ago now we were on Zoomcalls
and we were on conversations with the nonitor
where we were told that the district was
going to need -- was $20 mllion short and
needed a spin-up, wasn't going to be able to
make payroll by July. Right? W had nany
conversations through the spring. You had
wor ked with then-Assenbl yman Zebr owski on a
bill to have a fiscal control review board to
take over the district because they were
obvi ously m smanagi ng noney to the effect of
$20 million.

Lo and behold, we find out over the
sumer that they -- or late after the summer,
that they had a $30 mllion surplus. Right?

But in between, you know, you had

made -- and indicated to nme that you had
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started doing a review and that the district
wasn't in as much dire straits. Yet in |ate
July/early August you took the unprecedented
steps of, right, directing the school board,
after the voters only approved a 1 percent
tax increase, to order and direct the school
board to inplenent an additional 4.38 percent
tax | evy.

Agai nst the voters' will, overriding
the voters, basically directing the schoo
board nmenbers that if you don't vote for it,
| will renmove you fromthe board. Right?

But you knew at that point, or you
probably were getting an indication at that
point that the district wasn't in a
$20 mllion deficit as we were m sled al
al ong t hroughout the year. And then we find
out, as | said, after -- sonetinme in Cctober
or Novenber -- they had a $30 million
surplus, a $50 mllion sw ng.

Knowi ng what you know now, do you
regret ordering that directive? And second,
where do the taxpayers, who are the nost -- |

think we're the second- hi ghest property tax
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county in the country. Were do those
t axpayers go to get their refunds?

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Ckay. No, |
do not regret, because for years, 10 years or
nore, this district has nmade no comm tnent to
the children of this -- you know, the
children of East Ramapo. None. So | don't
regret that.

But also, this was very specific to
Engl i sh | anguage | earners. And so that
was -- you know, that's a m sinformation
that's kind of lost in this conversation.

In addition to the confusion, we also
had, as you know, sonebody that -- both
people left --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Mre than
glad -- | think we've had this conversati on.
More than glad --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Hol d the thought.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  -- to
clarify sone of these issues.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ckay.
Assenbl ywoman Jackson

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Good, because
| was freezing.

Hi, Conmm ssi oner.

NYSED COVM SSI ONER ROSA:  Hi .

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON: One of ny
favorite teachers, she happens to be ny
stepnmom she works in a mddle school in
Br ookl yn, and she spends about 350 -- so far
she's spent about $350 on preparing her
classroom And Teachers Choice we have in
the city, they give about 250 back to the
t eachers for reinbursenent.

And | think in other parts of the
state they can use a -- they can get a
federal tax credit for their supplies.

| " mjust wondering about your
t houghts -- and it's not in this proposal,
but 1'm just wondering about your thoughts on
a state tax credit for professionals to
pur chase school supplies. And | say
prof essi onal s because |I'm a forner

hi gh school social worker, so | have to
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advocate for themas well. So just talk to
nme about that.

And then Teacher Resources Centers
have been elimnated. They usually do. W
usually reinstate them |[If we don't
reinstate them what would the inpact be?

And a pl us-one on East Ramapo.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:  The good work
that teachers do in their classroons to
prepare their classroons is so inportant.
And | know frommnmy own children's cl assroons
the beautiful spaces that they create. It
certainly saddens us that teachers are
spendi ng their own noney on that.

That said, revenue policy makes us a
little nervous. So | want to hesitate to
answer that question in detail. But we
under stand your point very carefully, and
it's close to our hearts.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Got cha.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: There was a
second part of the question. Conm ssioner,
you want to take that?

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  The Teacher
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Resource Centers.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  The what ?
ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Teacher
Resource Centers. They have been elin nated
in the budget. W usually reinstate them
But just imagine if we didn't -- what would

t hat i npact be?

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Ckay. Yeah.
The teacher resources obviously is sonething
that we are extrenely commtted to, both from
sonme tangi bles as well as sonme professional
devel opnent .

And I'm going to ask Angelique to talk
about sone of the things that we're doing
with them

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON- DI NGLE: So the
Teacher Resource Center, which we do work
with themdirectly, know ng and understandi ng
all of the various initiatives that we have
goi ng on, tal king about inplenenting
culturally responsive, sustaining education,
tal ki ng about strategies to support sone of
our struggling learners, in addition to

expandi ng opportunities around instructional
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best practices with [iteracy as well as
nunmeracy, will not be able to be provided at
the level that it could be if our Teacher
Resource Centers are not funded.

As a fornmer teacher center director
earlier on in ny career, | certainly can
speak to the anobunt of professional
devel opnent that was provided that is
essential to help ensure that teachers are
able to help further the know edge that they
have to enhance their skills to support
students.

And |'lIl pass East Ramapo to Jason.

DEPUTY COMVR. HARMON: Yeah, | woul d
just quickly note that the order was very
distinct fromthe structural deficit and the
cash-flow i ssues that were highlighted, to
t he conm ssioner's point.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat e?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senator C eare.

SENATOR CLEARE: (kay, thank you.

Thank you so much. |'mgoing to try
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to, like, say this really fast because | want
you to answer, if you can.

Because of the oversaturation in
District 5 of charters, and in the Harlem
portion of District 3, the holes you
described earlier are really inpacting sone
of our traditional public schools, and they
are being forced to collapse in sone cases.
There's a nunber of coll ocations,

di srupti ons.

|"m particularly concerned about the
possibility of some of nmy very young students
that will have to travel further distances to
get to a traditional public school. And I
just wanted to know if we've factored in the
formula, if we've considered those factors in
supporting District 5 in that way.

Also, | want to ask, is there any
ot her municipality other than New York City
where they are being forced to pay rent for
charters? So we're the only ones.

Because those are dollars that | see
that could be used and space that could be

used to attain smaller class size.
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And also in visiting some of ny
districts, aside fromnore clarity needed on
where | CE can go and what have you, we are
al ready seeing parents not bringing children
to school. M districts received nany of
those famlies, and |I'mjust concerned about
the inmpact on the school itself with our

parents al ready refusing to conme outside,

even.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah, the
fear is real. | nean, it's not -- to your
poi nt .

The saturation issue is one that we've
had many conversations with New York City.
And | think even with -- | think Buffal o had
a simlar kind of situation, Rochester
sonmewhat .

We usually try to work with the schoo
districts in terns of, you know, this kind of
i ssue, particularly even for us, when we | ook
at charters that applied for that. But
that's not -- because we have different
charter entities -- authorizers, thank you.

The issue for us is also that, you




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

120

know, again -- and |I've said this at this
neeti ng before, the biggest concern | have is
that particularly when charter schools take
children and they don't have services that

t hey need, they recomend that they return to
the public setting.

When charters take schools and in sone
cases children are -- for whatever reason, it
is not a good fit, they return. So there's a
return policy that is disruptive, and there's

also a return policy that | don't understand,

you know, if there's -- if there's a
willingness to work, then we've got to have a
willingness to work with all children and

make sure that the same provisions we have to
make for special education, everybody shoul d
be maki ng and responsi ble for those
provi si ons.

To the question, your excellent
guestion about -- it's only New York City.
That's what's inlaw. And it's New York City
interns of the --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl yman Pirozzol o.
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ASSEMBLYMAN Pl ROZZOLO  Good norni ng,
Comm ssioner. Thank you for being here
t oday.

NYSED COVM SSI ONER ROSA: Good
nor ni ng.

ASSEMBLYMAN PI ROZZOLO So |I'mreally
not going to comment on your testinmony, not
because it was good or because it was bad.
Just in ny opinion, | feel that it's ancient.
Ri ght ?

Qur system seens to be based upon an
agrarian society or an agrarian system and
hopefully I"mgoing to be able to plant the
seed with you, and you'll be able to water
it, and together we can watch it grow.

| think that there's plenty of blane
to go around when it cones to the failures of
education -- not trying to say there aren't
many, nmany successes, because there are. But
we do a lot of pointing fingers -- you know,
is it the teachers, is it the parents, is it
you, is it you.

So in ny effort to becone a better

human being, right, 1'mgoing to say that
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really I now believe that the systemis to

bl ane, and we need to nake sone changes to
the system And one of the things I'd |ike
to suggest is really naybe a pilot school
program |'d like to see us go to a 12-nonth
school year.

Now, |'m not saying that teachers have
to spend any nore tinme in a classroomthan
they already do. |'mnot saying that
students have to spend nore tinme in a
cl assroomor as far as the required nunber of
days of education. Wat | would like to see
is maybe sone sort of an opt-in both by
parents or teachers in a pilot school where
it'"s run nore like a college. GCkay? Because
right now | think that the education system
is really based around the adults who work in
t he buil dings and not necessarily the
students and their famlies. Al right?

l'"d like to see that naybe we could
possi bly incorporate our after-school
progranms within the school day, maybe even
make them part of the curriculum It m ght

be easier to secure funding for themthat
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way. | nean, | know our schools are open

12 nmonths out of the year anyway, but not
necessarily in a formal education setting.
And if it were, we would be able to possibly
to prevent the drop off in education that we
have, you know, once we go into sumrer schoo
or do things like that or when we cone back
i n Sept enber.

So I think that there could be
benefits, you know, fromthat. And | think
it's sonething that we kind of need to
explore. Because as | said, you know, this
is ny third Education hearing, and other than
the different topics of the day, every part
of the conversation and everything that
everyone suggests and tal ks about is exactly
the sane. And | feel that, you know, we have
certainly been, in ny opinion, failing sone
of our students, our nobst needi est students,
for generations.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So | just
want to say that, to your point, I was -- and
| "' m going back to 1993, '94, '95, '96, in

that space. | was the principal of a mddle
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school and -- and Senat or Jackson was ny
board president. Open six days a week --
Saturday. OQpen till 10 p.m every night.
That school was the first Community School,
218. So as innovative as | know you're
stating and it sounded, that was open al

year round, and exactly to this -- Children's
Aid Society was our partner. So this has
been tried and done.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you. Thank
you.

ASSEMBLYMAN PI ROZZOLO Wl I, | meant
alittle bit nore than a Conmunity School,
but thank you very rmuch. | appreciate
everyone bei ng here today.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Wi k.

SENATOR WEI K:  Thank you.

Good norni ng, Conmi ssioner.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA: Good
nor ni ng.

SENATOR VEI K:  Thank you for being
here today.

| know our schools are facing so many
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chal l enges with education and so many
mul ti pl e changes financially. One of the

big -- lots of nmy questions have al ready been
asked, but one of the other issues that
hasn't been touched on yet is the mascot

i ssue.

| have five schools in ny district,
and just to the west of nme | know
Senat or Rhoads has three schools that are
being affected, to the tune of mllions of
dol | ars.

Wth all of the educational and the
necessary changes that are happening in our
schools, this is really a noneducational,
ki nd of non-necessary burden that we're
putting on our school districts. 1In the
sumer of 2023 | had a neeting where we had
all eight schools plus three | eaders from our
| ocal I ndigenous tribes. W had reached out
to you and invited you; we got no response
fromyou or any representative attending the
nmeet i ng.

And the school districts are really

| ooking to work with the regulation, try to




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

126

find out what are the rules, and they've
really been hitting a dead end.

So ny question to you is, what
gui dance do you plan on providing or what
assi stance or extensions are you |looking to
reach out to those schools who are really
struggling at this tinme with all of the rest
of the -- you know, the electric bus mandat e,
t he changes in Foundation Aid, the changes in
our educational system So what do you pl an
on doing to reach out and make sure that
you' re comruni cating with these schoo
di stricts?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Sure.

SR. DEP. COW SSI ONER MATTESON:  So
there is still tinme, obviously, to have our
districts nove into this space. There's been
constant conmuni cation. W've had an
| ndi genous office that has got a conmttee
that's given us a | ot of feedback. And we've
had a person who's a point person. And we
certainly want to continue to communicate, to
hear nore information on what the roadbl ocks

are.
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| think the conmm ssioner intends to be
as flexible as she possibly can be within the
confines of what we've heard and the Board of
Regents regul ati on that has been adopt ed.

And - -

SENATOR VEI K:  Okay, so at this point
the school districts are not getting any
comuni cati on back from anyone. So they've
been reaching out to the group that no one
knows who they are and sayi ng, okay, well,
our mascot was never founded on the prem se
of being Indigenous or -- they have different
argunments. And they can't seemto get any
response from anyone. So when you say that
they' re responding back to them | have to
di sagree with that. |[|'ve got five schoo
districts that are telling nme they' re not
getting any response at all.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So if you
can send us information, because |'mgoing to
tell you, we neet with the districts, we
neet -- we only have four districts that
have -- you know, are not in the process of

havi ng responded to this issue, nunber one.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

128

W neet with the Nations. W' ve had
gui dance out there. W've had conversati ons.
So to be quite honest with you, this has been
an ongoi ng conversation with our districts.
They reach to us through --

(Overtal k.)

SENATOR VEIK: |If there was good
comuni cation, there probably wouldn't be a
lawsuit. And there is a lawsuit pending with
a lot of my districts.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah, the
awsuit is four districts.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank -- thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Pheffer Amato.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATG  Good
nor ni ng. Thank you, Comm ssioner, for your
testimony and for your team being here.

As you know, any child with an | ESP
t hat needs services has the right to get them
in New York. In the event that the district
cannot provi de such services, the parent can
make the request that the district approve
for a private provider to provide these

services. |If the district says no, a parent
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can get a fair hearing, as is their right.

However, this past summer the New York
State Board of Regents made an anmendnent to
the rule that appeared to elimnate the right
to a due process hearing with districts
entirely when it canme to obtaining special
education services. Meaning parents,
specifically in nmy community, cannot appeal a
no decision by the district.

Thankfully a judge issued a tenporary
restraining order, but this case is stil
pendi ng in court.

My question is, how can taking away
the right to a due process hearing help
children, especially in our non-public
school s where the districts cannot provide
t hese services? How is denying a child these
servi ces hel pful ?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: Sure. So
t he actual action that we took was that if
you | ook at the backlog, for many, many --
you know, it's information that we're nore
than glad to share. W've had to add QCATH

heari ng officers because of the fact that in
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many cases -- and | know the AG s invol ved
with this -- we've had sone amazi ng,
unbel i evabl e anpbunts of corruption, and we've
had an unbel i evabl e anbunt of m suse and
abuse of sonme of these -- you know, where

we' ve had hearings where the parents haven't
shown up and hearings where the anmount of
dollars that are being requested are -- you
know, you're tal king about for -- you know.

So let ne just finish with nore than
glad to wal k you through, because this is a
conpl ex situation and we' ve been wor ki ng
very, very closely with New York City to try
to resolve the issues at the local level with
the parents, and to nmake sure that things
don't automatically -- and sonme of these
agencies are the ones that are noving
forward -- conme to a due process proceedi ng
where sone of it can be locally resolved.

And so the response the district took,
along with the departnent, was in order to
find solutions to try to get at these issues,
rat her than looking for -- if you' re | ooking

for $500 an hour when in fact -- those are
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t axpayers' doll ars.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO W th all
due respect --

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So -- yeah
so --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO  So on
the unbrella of corruption, we deny. And a
parent is paying four tinmes a week for
services for their child because we want --
there's corruption over here. But there is
not a solution, because it's com ng out of
pocket. And if you have several children
that' s expensi ve.

So if a parent's going to choose -- we
could all use the exanple of eggs. How do |
buy eggs and pay for services at $85 an hour.
So that's not a sol ution.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  No, no,
that -- $85 is not the case. So --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO  But |'m
saying that's what they -- if they have to
find a private provider.

(Overtal k.)

CHAI RVMAN PRETLOW  Thank -- thank
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you - -

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO  So we're
taking the noney out of their pockets.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you,
Assenbl ywonan.

Senat e?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA: W' l| --

we'll share with you what the solutions --
ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO. | need
sol utions.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Brisport.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: {Mc issues.}
Thank you -- oh, wow, okay. Good norning,
everybody. Thank you, Madam Chair, and thank
you, Comm ssioner and to the team | know
it's no easy feat to be going two hours
straight and then some, so | appreciate your
tinme.

| wanted to start by just echoing sone
of the concerns from sone of my coll eagues,
Senat or Cl eare and Senator Bynoe, about the
proliferation of charter schools in certain

districts.
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| have School District 16 in ny
district, which is now approaching a 50-50
split for every one child enrolled in public
school, there's one child enrolled in a
charter school. So | do just echo their
concerns and hope there can be nore work done
around geographi ¢ under standi ng of where they
are requesting these charters and where they
are setting up

But | do have a question about part of
your witten testinony, Conm ssioner. You
say that siloing childcare from
preki ndergarten is a problemthat "w ||
ultimately harm children and hi nder our
ability to provide themw th the best
possible start in life."

| am very curious to hear nore about
that. Could you say a little bit nore about
t hat ?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah.

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON- DI NGLE:  So
ultimately through universal pre-K funding,
whether it is through a state -- the

statewi de funding streamor whether it is
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t hrough the universal pre-K funding stream
we are limted in nature in regards to sone
of the nonitoring and oversight. And that
really is, again, entrenched in the | aws,
3602- E and 3602- EE, understanding that the
funding streanms are governed very
differently, which does create sone
constraints on our part.

However, | also would be remss if
did not admt that for childcare settings,
the State Education Departnent does not have
jurisdiction and oversight with that. That
is overseen by OCFS. And we do work very
closely with OCFS. W've actually spent the
past year creating a conmrittee where we bring
fol ks fromthe school side and our chil dhood
settings together to tal k about sone of
the -- maybe sone of the inconsistencies we
see as far as what's happeni ng educationally,
how we can better support our comrunity-based
organi zations in providing education and
support for students.

So ultinmately we do our -- both

settings are overseen by two separate
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agenci es, but we do attenpt to work together
totry to support students. Because at the
end of the day, it is all about the children.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you.

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan Cruz.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN CRUZ: There we go.
Thank you. Good to see you agai n,

Comm ssioner. | want to thank you publicly
for all your help and your teamis help in
maki ng sure we got Clean Slate right.

Putting aside the fact that unfettered
access to schools by | aw enforcenent is
likely a violation of FERPA, which is federal
| aw, the humane thing to do is to ensure that
our kids can go to school wthout the fear of
bei ng picked up by ICE. Extrenme exanpl es of
| aw enf orcenent | ooking for gangbangers is
how fol ks 1 ook to sugar-coat this whole
situation. But the reality is that
enforcenent is going to | ook |ike
undocunent ed ki ds being picked up if the DACA
program ends, formerly DACA-docunented

teachers or volunteers being picked up at the
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school s.

And | know this because | was one of
t hose kids who went to school undocunented in
the '90s when we didn't have the sensitive
| ocations nmeno. And now that it's gone, you
nmenti oned that you are providing schools with
guidance. Is it correct to assune that there
is nothing in the law that nakes it extrenely
clear that inmmgration civil enforcenent
shoul d not be happening in school s?

And the second question, as a
col | eague nentioned earlier, there is a
staffing shortage when it comes to teachers.
The departnent provides multiple licenses to
many of these industries that right now don't
have workers, including teachers and
i ncl udi ng nurses. Thousands of those
licenses are currently held by DACA
New Yorkers. Over the years there's been an
attenpt to end the DACA program |If the
programin fact ends, is the Departnent of
Education ready to protect that data, ready
to protect the licenses of these students --

| mean, teachers, nurses, et cetera?
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And if it is not, would you be willing
to consider |egislation around this?
happen to have a bill around this, and |I'd
love to talk to your team about it.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah, we
should tal k about it. But definitely, yes,
we are committed to the protection, to your
poi nt .

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CRUZ: And on the first
guestion, there is no current |aw that
actually ensures that civil inmgration | aw
is not being enforced in schools, only
gui dance, is what you're sayi ng?

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah, so --
so we have worked with, in our guidance,
which |I'm sure you saw - -

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CRUZ:  Yes.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  -- with the
AG s office, all of our counsel, all our
general counsel, along with the AG al ong
with the Governor's, worked on those
gui dance.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CRUZ: So the answer is

yes, only guidance, no state |aw.
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NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yes.  Yes.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN CRUZ: Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senator Tom
O Mara, ranker, five mnutes.

SENATOR O MARA: (Good norning. Thank
you all for being with us today.

| have, on behal f of our newest
Senator on our side of the aisle,
Senat or Chan, from New York City, who al so
wi shes to reiterate Senator Liu' s Happy Lunar
New Year to everybody. And the first day of
no school on Lunar New Year, and you're al
here. Thank you very much

(Laughter.)

SENATOR O MARA: W appreciate that.

But Senat or Chan has a question. He's
unabl e to be here today. Senator Chan has
been an el ected parent representative in
New York City schools since his daughters
were in kindergarten. Senator Chan is deeply
famliar with the diverse needs of individual
school comunities. Many schools do not

experience significant cell phone-rel ated
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chal I enges, and in sone cases parents nay not
support a bl anket cell phone ban.

Senat or Chan strong advocates for
enpower i ng school | eadership teans conprised
of parents, teachers and administrators to
devel op tail ored cell phone policies that best
address the uni que needs and circunstances of
their respective schools.

Can you address Senator Chan's
concerns with regard to this blanket policy?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Yeah. |
did, Senator, address the fact that we
totally, as a departnent, believe in the
| ocal control. And we believe in the fact
that individual districts have been doing a
great job in addressing these issues.

We do al so believe that the
opportunities for districts to engage with
parents and with comunity nenbers, students
and so forth to ensure that there is a policy
and there's a plan in that school and in that
district, is extrenely inportant. So there's
agreenent there.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you for that.
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Now, a question fromnmyself. And
while we certainly appreciate the 2 percent
floor for the districts, the wide majority of
the districts, school districts in nmy Senate
district are at 2 percent. Gven inflation
in the country and, nore inportantly, in the
New York region, Northeast region, inflation
still exceeds 4 percent of CPI

How is 2 percent adequate for these
districts to keep up with these inflationary
pressures?

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: 1'd like to start
by saying that the board and the staff at the
depart ment have expressed strong concerns
around the state that every student have the
opportunity to prepare for coll ege and
career. And the aid fornulas and the aid
that's provided fromthe state should support
t hat .

So 2 percent is less than 4 percent,
so that is a challenge.

SENATOR O MARA: | think it's
somet hi ng we shoul d be | ooking at as a

Legislature, to the inportance of education
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for every student in this state to at | east
keep up with inflation for the costs of
operating our schools.

Can you tell us how -- given this
2 percent floor, on the save harm ess issue
that was such a big discussion point |ast
year, where are we on save harnless? |s that
what's playing into this 2 percent floor? O
do they interact at all?

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: There are nore
districts on save harm ess this year than
there were last year. So the 2 percent
applies to nore districts around the state.

| think nmy -- 1'"'mgoing to defer to ny
col | eague Jeff Matteson, because our response
to the save harm ess concerns | ast year was a
| ot of that regionalization work, and perhaps
Jeff can tal k about that.

SR. DEP. COW SSI ONER MATTESON: |
think part of the issue here is, to your
poi nt, when you try to shoehorn sone
nodi fi cati ons of the Foundation Aid into what
the old | aw woul d have generat ed anyway,

there were sonme conprom ses nade. |If you're
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going to try to stay at 1.7 and you want to
change some things that make it nore

equi table fromthe recomendati ons of the
Rockefeller Institute, something has to give.
And so instead of a 3 percent floor, you have
a 2 percent floor.

We're fortunate because | think the
reaction fromlast year on the hol d-harnmn ess
i ssue, that they announced early that they
were not going to start eating into that. W
were very concerned about that, obviously.
And even in the report they said there should
be a three-to-five-year drawdown.

But really what we need is we need to
study this issue about how nuch it actually
costs to educate a kid from each segnent of
the state so that we can neet your goal of
educating --

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you for your
response.

Assenbl ywoman Torres is next, but
wi |l pause until the comm ssioner returns.

And she's returning. Are we good?
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NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA: W' re good.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ckay.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN TORRES: Thank you,
Chair. Thank you, Comm ssioner.

Many of my questions have been posed,
but | have sone concerns about the Governor's
budget and the decreases in particular and
t he i mpact on your work.

First, on Summer School of the Arts
and arts education in general, | represent a
hi gh- need economi cally chal | enged district
where t hese conponents of education are not
t horoughly provided at all, in the South
Bronx. So I'minterested to know
particularly the decreases in the
Sumer School for the Arts and arts
education, as well as the decrease in funding
for financial literacy.

Look, we know that in high-need
districts we don't have access, exposure to
financial literacy. And then when you get to
college, if you get to college, you get a
credit card application right away. So these

are the types of things that | truly care
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about, and I'd |ike to know nore information
about the funding, the decreases and the
impact that it's going to have on your worKk.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROCSA:  So -- go
ahead, and then I will --

NYSED CFO COUGHLI N:  We were
di sappointed to see the reduction in funding
that was offered for the School for the Arts.

And, you know, that work that we've
been doi ng there supports the in-person
progranms, but it's al so been supporting
progranms so that students who are at their
homes can participate in sunmer arts
programmi ng, which is intended to provide
students in districts like yours the
opportunity to do that.

So that was a di sappoi ntnment, and we
certainly hope that that will be addressed in
t he enacted budget.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  And with the
financial literacy, we did get $400, 000 that
we are using and using well, so I'"mgoing to
turn it to Angelique.

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON- DI NGLE: And one
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of the -- one reconmendation that came out of
the grad nmeasures recomendati on was to
require instruction in financial literacy
beyond what is al ready happeni ng and our
participation in governnent and econom cs
required courses.

But to your point, for children to
understand the inpacts of making very sound
financial decisions and howit will help to
support themthrough their life, we are, as
part of our plan to nake sone adjustnents to
hi gh school graduation requirenents, are
| ooking to require financial literacy
across -- | want to say begi nning the school
year of '26-'27

We are | ooking forward to working with
sonme partners in the field, including our
state conptroller's office, to help build out
not just resources for school districts to
follow, but also giving folks the flexibility
to inplenent it in a way that works within
the context of their comunity.

So right now we currently have school s

that will offer an entire course in personal
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finance and financial literacy. And then you
have others where it is integrated across in
different courses. So |eaving that flexible,
requiring it for '26-'27, we believe will get
to the recomendati on made by the Bl ue Ri bbon
Comm ssi on about requiring financial literacy
for all students.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  And it was
t he nunber-one i ssue recommended by the
students during the Blue Ri bbon.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat e?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO  Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

Thank you all for being here.

The nunber-one concern by far when
speak with school districts and
adm ni strators across ny district is the
el ectric school bus mandate. It is creating
a |l ot of concern and consternation.

Ri ght now this program this nmandate

is woefully underfunded, to the tune of
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multiple billions of dollars. Some school
districts are looking at nulti-mlIlion-dollar
changes to electric infrastructure. So right
now we' re | ooking at being forced -- because
we al so have votes that are going down,
right? You have voters that are in districts
t hat have voted down the purchase of these

el ectric school buses, even when they've gone
to really good neasures to try to educate

t hem on t hese buses.

So ny first question is, what is going
to happen to those school districts? WII
there be punishnent if they're not able to
execute and neet these nmandat es?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Jason?

DEPUTY COMVR. HARMON:  You want to
start, Christina?

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: W share your
concern about the financial inpact of this.
You know, as the State Education Depart nent
we're not the lead in inplenmenting that, but
we have been trying to provide as much
support as we can to districts. And we're

hearing the sane thing as you are. So no
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argunent there, but --

SENATOR BORRELLO: | would i ke,
guess, sone really -- you know, sone vocal
opposition fromyou all because you see
what's -- because now they're going to have
to start choosing between providing critical
educational services, including neals for our
ki ds, you know, healthcare, you know, nental
heal th support, so that they can neet this
ridi cul ous boondoggl e mandat e.

| nmean, we're going to have to lay off
teachers. W're going to have to do things
that have nothing to do with education to
neet what is a virtue-signaling mandate. So
| would Iike to see at |east this being
expressed.

In the dollars and cents of it, by the
way, you have the ability to lay out very
clearly what it's really going to cost. You
know, just the cost of the difference between
a gas school bus and an el ectric school bus
across the state is about $8 billion. Not to
mention rmultiple billions in infrastructure

that's needed. And we don't know these
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things are safe and reliable.

Wy not push for a pilot progranf

DEPUTY COMVR. HARMON:  So, Senat or,
just to your point, so earlier this school
year, | believe in late fall the departnent
i ssued a report based on information that we
had done collecting fromthe field broadly
about their inplenmentation that's either
currently underway or plans for noving
forward

We know, to your point, there's only
right nowin the state | think it's 54
districts who indicated to us, out of about
600 that responded to the survey, that they
have zero-em ssion buses that are in their
fl eet and out operating by the end of the
current school year.

That nunber is anticipated to grow
over the next couple of years, but | think
one of the big areas of concern that we've
heard fromfolks in particular is just having
a capture of those costs and what the inpact
will be. The need for studies, both

i ndi vidual districts as well as |ooking at
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things froma regional perspective through
the work that sonme of our --

SENATOR BORRELLO  So you support
doi ng a study, rural, urban, suburban.

DEPUTY COVMR. HARMON: A study is
critical, and being able to provide support
for those studies to be done is going to be
essenti al .

SENATOR BORRELLO  Thank you. |I'm
glad to hear you say that. Thank you very
much.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROCSA:  Yeah, and
we' ve nmade that avail abl e.

SENATOR BORRELLO  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Mt aynes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: Thank you.

Good norning. |'m State
Assenbl ymenber Marcela M taynes, and |
represent the 51st Assenbly District --
that's South Brooklyn along the waterfront.

| want to talk to you about speci al
education prograns, particularly the

non- public schools and the 4410 probl ens that
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are facing a significant staffing shortage.

How do you plan to support these schools in
recruiting and retaining qualified educators
and staff to ensure that students with

di sabilities receive high-quality services?

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF:  Thank you.
We agree that there needs to be nore
staffing. One of the real challenges is
getting us to parity and naking sure that the
school s have the funding that they need. And
that's an issue that we've been for severa
years advocating for: Additional parity so
that the schools have the funding they need
to maintain the staff that they need for the
students.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  And just so
you know, we've also, in our departnent this
year, we've nmade a change for the purpose of
continuum W have P-12, you know, our
speci al education along with ACCES- VR, so
that there is a continuation, a continuum
and it's all under Ceylane. So we've put it
all in one place so that we don't have those

breaks in between -- the whole focus for us
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is also not just the staffing, the resources,
but professional devel opnment and the support
that both our public as well as non-publics
need.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: Thank you.

| yield the rest of ny tine.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Excuse ne. We've
been joi ned by Senator Stec, three mnutes.

SENATOR STEC. Hi . Good norni ng.
It's very efficient of ne.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA: Good
nor ni ng.

SENATOR STEC. | apol ogi ze for ny
del ayed arrival here today; | had sonething
in the district, so | mssed sone of the
guestioning. So |I'll be very brief.

| wanted to follow up, though, on
Senator Borrello's discussion on electric
vehicles, electric bus nandate.

You're famliar with ny district.
It's one of the largest Senate districts in
the state -- in the North Country -- because
it's very rural. And |I've got school s that

have conpl ai ned, they said, |ook, we can't
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turn around a bus and charge it. They need
mul ti pl e buses because they can't have the
same bus running out and doing multiple runs.

|"mnot going to bore you all with ny
t houghts on electric vehicles, but clearly
there's a range issue and clearly it varies
geographically in the state based on
rural ness and based on the weat her.

But Governor Hochul was very quick
| ast year to hit the pause button on her own
for congestion pricing. Wuld you encourage
Governor Hochul that maybe now is a good tine
to hit the pause button on the electric bus
mandat e before we get too far down this path
and spend a | ot of noney? | nean, we
literally are putting the cart before the
horse. And, you know, | nean it's one thing
for me to say it, but if you' re hearing it
fromthe schools as | am-- and | suspect you
are -- she needs to hear it fromyou.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: Yeah, and |
t hi nk you were not here when we gave the
exanpl e of the data that we've been

collecting wwth the 54 school districts out
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of the, you know, close to 700. So we are
hoping that as we're doing this study

and the -- obviously, as we're getting the
information, that we can all cone together
and take a look at this. And you know t hat
part of our journey has been to go and
specifically speak to our comrunities in

t hese kinds of situations. W' ve also been
to the rural school districts, where you know
that that is the one hot topic that has cone
up constantly.

So | think that there's enough
conversations around this and, you know,
giving voice to this issue that | do think
collectively it is a nonent to really take
stock on this issue.

SENATOR STEC. | appreciate that.
Again, | nean, | pointed out to the
congestion pricing pause just for ny
col | eagues and for the Governor's office if
they're listening -- | assunme they are. She
has tools available to hit the pause button
in that regard.

And again, this is a popul ation of
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peopl e, the school superintendents -- these
are not right-wingers, these are people that
want to -- you know, they're believers in the
m ssi on, whereas maybe we're not al
unaninous in that. But | think that they as
a group are, and they're the ones that are
sayi ng, Look, this is not practical for us.
Perhaps a pilot programin an area where it
nmakes the nost sense. In the nmeantine, you
| et technology march forward for a few years,
we learn fromthose things in other areas
where range and clinmate isn't as big an issue
as it is in the North Country.

That's nmy tine, but I -- and I want to
t hank you, though, Conm ssioner, on a
personal |evel for some of the work that
you' ve done for me and sonme of ny projects
and issues within nmy district. Thank you
very rmuch

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  You're
wel cone.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

W' ve been joi ned by

Assenbl ywoman Rozi c.
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Qur next questioner is
Assenbl ywoman Si non.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.

Thank you, Comm ssioner, for your
testinmony. As usual, there's not enough
time. But | wanted to, just if | could,
support Assenbl ynenber Pheffer Amato with
this IESP thing, because the real danger is
that -- in fact, | know New York City is not
i nvested in payi ng enough for independent
hearing officers. They take forever to repay
peopl e who are entitled to rei nbursenent.
That creates, then, this col ossal ness that
|"mnot sure is really addressed by the
approach that was taken.

Secondarily, | also want to support
Assenbl ynmenber Carroll's coments about the
dysl exia task force recommendati ons -- which,
as you know, are very much needed -- to have
i n-house expertise. And that's accessible to
those in K-12 as well as, as you know, higher
ed.

This is ny question for you, whether

it would -- how nuch it mght cost to hire a
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coupl e of people with expertise in the
research in science of reading as well as the
delivery, so the person who's actually
skilled in the instruction, using structured
literacy.

And then connected to that, we talked
about libraries and the inportance of school
l'ibraries, and decodabl e texts, which
actually can get kids hooked on | earning,
particul ar those kids with dyslexia, but not
excl usivel y.

Thank you.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  So we're
nore than glad to go back because we're so
exci ted about your idea of having
resi denci es, you know, individuals who have
this kind of expertise. Cearly we have been
spendi ng resources to bring in experts to
clearly work with us, you know, |ike
Dr. Lesaux, who did | ook at our standards
wor k but al so has done a great deal of work.

But to your point, having internal
i ndi vidual s who are part of the fabric every

single day is a different conversation, and
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we will put together what | would call a
reasonabl e plan and share it with you and
al so Assenbl yman Carroll as well

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.
think it's critical to have a dollar anount
attached to that, and what that m ght be.
Thank you.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  kay,

Assenbl yman Maher .

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: Thank you very
much.

Let ne be the first one to say good
af t ernoon, Commi ssioner Rosa. Thank you al
for being here.

So | ooki ng at your testinony, there
are a lot of issues and there are a |ot of
fundi ng requests, and they total over $200
mllion. And all of themare followed by
"was not part of the Governor's executive
proposal . "

So why is there such a di sconnect
bet ween the New York State Education

Department and the Governor's office?
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NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA: Wl I, again,
as an i ndependent agency, we are -- we are
your departnent. You know, when we think
about the legislators, right, the reality is
t hat bei ng an i ndependent agency we depend on
sonme funding fromthe Governor, but we're not
one of her agencies. 1've often used the
term you know, to the Governor that I'mthe
stepchild -- but I'ma good stepchild.

(Laughter.)

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA:  So we do get
sonme funding, and we're always, you know,
grateful to negotiate and have those
conversations. But we also |ean on our
| egi sl ators for your support. And you're the
ones that really in many ways, you know,
listen to these testinonies, listen to the
initiatives that are in your conmunities that
are inportant, that help us to obviously get
t he kinds of resources to do our work.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: | can appreciate
that. And as soneone who's a father -- |
have a 2-year-old and a 3-year-old that are

just about to get into prekindergarten -- |
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want to focus on sone of your comments. It
says "This Executive Budget proposal |acks
any additional funding to inprove or expand
our pre-K system and this disparity in
fundi ng creates an unsustai nabl e system for
provi ders and underm nes the quality of early
| earni ng experiences for our youngest
children.™

To me, that speaks as a real issue in
terns of the Governor's |ack of investnent
into our youngest children at the nost
inmportant tinme in their education. So can
you speak as to why that conversation hasn't
taken place where you're net a little bit
further in the m ddl e?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah. Wl |,
t he conversations do take place. 1 think,
you know, we truly believe, in our
departnment, in foundational -- building a
strong house through the foundation. But
agai n, we have, you know, our zero-to-three,
we have a separate agency, you know, that
deals with this, which is her agency.

So what ends up happening is we try to
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col |l aborate, we try to share resources, we
try to be good partners. But at the end of
the day --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: Just real quick
because | have about 18 nore seconds. And
"1l get to you sidebar with this because we
won't have tine. But | do want to bring up
that there was a study that was done | ast
year, a feasibility study on consolidating
t he various universal prekindergarten. 1'd
| ove to chat with your team about what
i npacts and | ow hanging fruit mght exist as
part of that study.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yes. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you very
much.

Assenbl yman Qti s.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTl S:  Thank you,
Comm ssi oner and team for all your good

wor k.

| have two topics. So |I'mgoing to be

qgui ck in asking questions here, have sone

tine.
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Nunmber one, like to hear where we are
on school districts adopting science and
engi neering education at | ower grades. And
the second topic is what SED is hearing from
school districts about cybersecurity breaches
when they go to you to help. There are other
state agencies involved. Certainly concerned
about the protection of student and staff
records and information in that.

And so those are ny two topics.

G ving you nost of ny tinme back to answer
them Thank you.

SR. DEP. COW SSI ONER MATTESON: As
far as the science is concerned, one of the
things that the field was anxi ous to get was
the results of our nobst recent el enentary
science exam nation. There was a line with
t he new standards that gave us great
i nformati on about what areas of the state are
really -- have really good alignment in
instruction toward science and those that did
not .

And so great conversations came as a

result of those, good anal ysis on how fol ks
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did on certain aspects of that particular
assessnment. And we're anticipating a great
| eap forward, so to say, when it cones to the
sci ence, because we know peopl e took that
seriously and want to see that inprovenent
this year as far as the science is concerned.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIS: It's so inportant
to get that earlier, and | know that's part
of your curricul um

NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  And it's
inquiry and exploration for many students.
And the science allows the students to do
what we call applied | earning, because
they're actually taking the information and
actual |y denonstrating what they know.

So that's -- and | think with the
cyber --

SR DEP. COW SSI ONER MATTESON
Sorry. You know, we have an office that
deals directly with those -- when it's
national, when it's in a |ocal school
district, when it happens at the state --
that i mredi ately responds.

The npbst recent one with the
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Power School piece, we were right onit. W
bot h got our counsel's office involved, to
ensure there was protection of PIl, but also
ot her offices involved to nmake sure that al

of our school districts that had Power School
had the information they need, and that

Power School is conmuni cating with them on
what was exposed and what they're offering as
conpensation to ensure student information is
prot ected goi ng forward.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIS: It's an inportant
topic, and especially for smaller school
districts; they're in a sense nore exposed
because they maybe have not focused on
prevention as nuch as a larger district who's
ahead in the gane.

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON-DINGLE: And if |
could just introduce, within our chief
privacy office we have rel eased gui dance,
districts know they can reach out to us
directly when they have concerns, through --
we'll follow up with you

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you very

much.
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ASSEMBLYMAN OTI1 S:  Thank you very
much. Thank you al ways for your good work.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan Mary
Bet h Wal sh.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN WALSH:  Thank you.

Good afternoon.

Commi ssi oner, the Public Health Law
i mposes the responsibility of enforcing the
state's imuni zation program on school
princi pals who nmust ensure that all students
are properly inmunized in order to attend
school. Not only has the program becone
i ncreasingly conpl ex and tine-consum ng for
school adm nistrators, but school principals

face a personal fine of up to $2,000 for

every non-imuni zed student attendi ng school .

Wil e the nursing shortage is
adversely affecting all schools, the
deficiency of nurses to do this work is
especially extrene in our religious and
i ndependent schools. Al though we provide
nodest funding to enable you to reinburse
non- public schools | ocated in Buffalo,

Rochester and New York City for their
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expenses, we anended the | aw about 10 years
ago to require you to reinburse al

non- public schools across the state for their
time and effort in conplying with this public
heal th nmandat e.

If 1'mnot m staken, the departnment
has yet to tell us how nmuch funding the
department needs to cover the expenses for
t hose school s | ocated outside these three
cities. Can you tell us what has been taking
so | ong and when we can expect a cost
estimate fromyou?

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:. 1'Il say that we
noted that the Executive Budget did not have
that funding to support the religious and
i ndependent school inmunizations init. So
that's the first piece 1'd like to speak to.

The second half with respect to the
cost, we've been operating within the
[imtations of the appropriation. So our
formul as when we are -- with those
mandat e- servi ces pi eces take the costs that
are reported and then reflect themout. But

with this, we're constrai ned by that
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appropri ation.

So we have not done that study. We're
willing to look at it, but the funding hasn't
been there for that.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WALSH: Thank you very
much. | do have one -- |I'msurprised that I
have a mnute left to go, so it's going to be
nore of an awareness sort of a question for
you, Comm ssi oner.

The Early Intervention Hub, the EI Hub
| aunched in Cctober of 2024 using a
$53 million one-bid contract with PCG
continues to have significant problens that |
and many of ny col |l eagues have been hearing
about in our districts, resulting in
nonpayment or severely del ayed paynent to
Early Intervention providers and the
cancel l ati on of beneficial ElI progranm ng
that they are doing.

Qur concern is that this may in turn
have a ripple effect on K-12 education, as
nore students entering kindergarten will not
have received all of the intervention

services that they could have. | don't know
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if you would have any comment on that.

DEPUTY CMVR. MEYERS- RUFF: What | can
say quickly in 10 seconds is that we are
nmeeting and working with the Early
I ntervention Programto have nore
col | aboration and provi de support so that
students can transition.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN WALSH:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat e?

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Sorry. We've
been joi ned by Senator Leroy Conrie with a
guesti on.

SENATOR COVRI E:  Thank you.

Good afternoon, Conmi ssioner. | was

at anot her hearing on another neeting.

| have two questions; |I'Il be brief.
As you know, |'ve been working to try
to do a financial bill to teach young people

how to becone financially aware, and putting
it in the schools. And we've been stym ed
for the last three years trying to get a
financial literacy bill done. Can you |let us

know what the state is ready to do --
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NYSED COMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Senat or, |

can't hear you, |I'msorry.
SENATOR COVRI E: Sorry. |'ve been
trying to get a financial literacy bill

passed in the state for the |last three years.
W' ve been getting stymed at every |evel.
Can you let us know what the State Ed
Departnment is ready to do to try to ensure
financial literacy? | have too nany young
peopl e that are going to coll ege and w ndi ng
up in thousands of dollars of debt because
they' d never had any financial literacy
training in the schools.

Can you let us know what's going to be
done with that? Can we get that done? |
have many groups, nonprofit groups with
proven curriculumthat's willing to cone in
and teach the course. Banks, from Ctibank
to Chase, every national bank is interested
in comng into teach the course to relieve
the burden. W wanted to spread it fromthe
ninth grade to the 12th grade so it woul dn't
i npose on the curriculum W need to get

thi s done.
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DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON- DI NGLE:  So t hank
you for that. And | did share a little bit
earlier that as part of the NY Inspires plan,
whi ch cones through the Bl ue Ri bbon
Comm ssi on grad neasures work, that we do
intend to require instruction in financial
literacy for all students, beginning with the
2026- 2027 school year.

W will release sonme information and
gui dance for districts that outline the
topi cs and things that need to be addressed
in those when that instruction takes pl ace.
However, we will allowit to be flexible so
that way it can be either a stand-al one
course as part of their high school
experience, or built in through their nornal
cl asses, whether it begins down in
ki ndergarten all the way up through m ddl e
school

As far as individual vendors or
conpani es that would like to work with
school s, that decision is nade at the |ocal
school |evel because |ocal boards of

educati on make the deci si on about who woul d
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be coming in to help provide that information
and instruction to their students. But we do
fully intend to support the Blue Ri bbon

Commi ssi on recommendation and will make it a
requi renent in the comng years, so.

SENATCR COVRI E: Does the conm ssion
recommend out side vendors, or are they com ng
up with their own curricul un?

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON-DINGLE: | would
not -- we typically do not endorse a
parti cul ar vendor.

What | will say is that any vendor
that a district picks would be their own
choice. Al we will look for is that it is
aligned to fully uplift the topics and the
things that we will say are required as part
of that work aligned with our New York State
st andar ds.

SENATOR COVRIE: (kay, | have a second
guestion regarding the --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you very
much, Senator.

Now | 'mgoing to call on nyself for a

coupl e of questions. Comm ssioner, welcone
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agai n.

Several school districts throughout
the state are hard-pressed for cash, and nany
of those districts have sonmething called
prior claims. And this prior clainms add up
to tens of mllions of dollars, and there
never seens to be any effort to repay these
districts that actually used -- whether their
reserves or whatever, to pay for it. And the
state's supposed to rei nburse them and then
the state wants to spread it out over 20
years or whatever, and it's not really
hel pful .

Can you please just tell nme why we do
this? Wy don't we just make these school
di stricts whol e and nove on?

NYSED CFO COUGHLI N:  You are correct
that it is a substantial anount of noney.

And what has happened in the | ast several
years has been that there has not been an
appropriation provided in order for us to
start to repay those clains. Should that --
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  When you advi se the

Governor to do her budget you're advising her
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to do an appropriation, aren't you? Couldn't
you have her appropriate X million dollars to
school districts that we owe noney to?

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: Thank you for
t hat suggestion. That was not in the Board
of Regents proposal this year, but it has in
fact been identified as a priority of the
board in years past. So we recogni ze that
concer n.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah, but it
is a concern that we've spoken to at this
table. W continue to have separate
conversations in saying that if we don't have
the noney, it is -- you know, the queue is
way over --

NYSED CFO COUGHLI N Hundr eds of
mllions at this point.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah. \ay
over due.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  All right. Well,

we do have the noney. | mean, we're going to
i ncrease school aid by $1.7 billion. There
is noney there. 1It's not that we're broke.

And | just think that these are
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dol lars that school districts expended that
t hey may need now and they're not getting,

especially some districts that are limted
to, say, a 2 percent increase or whatever.

Just a thought.

My second question --

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah. But |
think this is one we can do -- you know, we
can al so have the Legislature al so nmake, you
know. | nean, we know that we need the
funding in order to pay. So | think
coll ectively we should advocate for this.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Wl I, |'ve nade a
suggestion that funds that the Attorney
Ceneral gets in sonme of their lawsuits, those
noni es be directed -- instead of going into
t he General Fund, going to pay off school
districts that we owe noney to. And if you
woul d back ne up on that, | would appreciate
it.

My second question is exactly how a
charter school tuition is cal cul ated.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN:  There is a

formula in statute that essentially




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

175

establ i shes an expense per pupil in the
district. It takes out certain pieces of the
expenditures -- facilities, for instance --

but establishes an approved operating expense
per pupil. And then that is the tuition that
when the pupil is served in a charter school
the district needs to send to that.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  That's what |
figured it was. Now, here's the problemwth
that as | see it. | know everyone will deny
it, but charter schools do cherry pick. And
it was nentioned earlier as part of soneone's
testinmony that students are sent back to the
district.

Wien a hard-to-teach student, be he or
she physically handi capped or nentally --
what ever, they send them back. Those are the
nore expensive students to teach. And what
you find or what | see happening is they're
taki ng the easy-to-teach students, sending
t he hard-to-teach students back to the schoo
districts, which increases the cost per
student in that district, which is then

calculated to give tuition to the
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charter school

So the nore students the charter
school s send back -- and when they send t hem
back they don't send back the tuition that
they received fromthe district. They keep
that tuition, which | think is wong al so.
But it's making it nore expensive for the
school district to educate those children.
Then we -- the state uses that nore expensive
cost to give the charter school nore noney.
So the nore kids they send back, the nore
noney t hey nake.

And there's a problemthere. And |
t hi nk when you're -- | know you had nenti oned
earlier that you're | ooking into how the
tuitions are calculated. | think that should
be taken into effect. |If they're going to be
using that fornmula we're using now, it's
wrong. Wat they should do is do a
conpari son of what the school district is
spending to teach the easy-to-teach students
and then take a percentage of that and send
that to the charter schools. And you'll see

a big change in how charter schools operate.
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And ny third is actually a foll ow up
on Senat or Jackson's question regarding
Ramapo. You were cut off. Could you
conti nue that, please?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Sure. So
" mgoing to ask Jason to pick it up because
| think there was some m sunderstandi ng of
the issue of the English | anguage | earners,
which is what ny -- what | inposed was based
on a very specific reason, and we have shared
that information, so.

DEPUTY COVMR. HARMON: Thank you,
Conmmi ssi oner .

So really the issue in East Ramapo, to
the conmm ssioner's point, so the order with
the additional tax |evy funding that was
generated was a specific intervention to
address, right, a systematic and sustai ned
| ack of funding to support English | anguage
| earner students in the district. R ght?

| think if you | ooked at district
denogr aphi cs they would tell you that
somewhere right now around 65 percent of the

entire public school population in that
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district is recognized as English | anguage

|l earners. Right? And so the additional tax
| evy increase was specifically intended to
address the |lack of services that are
mandat ed both by |law and regulation to
students as English | anguage | earners in that
district.

The order was not designed in order to
address the structural budgetary issues that
have been identified by the district and the
nmonitor, nor was it identified to address
what had been comuni cated at the tine as a
cash-flow i ssue that was going to hit the
district as early as July of 2024 and to
mani fest again this com ng spring.

So | think that's a really inportant
di stinction here about addressing a
| ongst andi ng i ssue fromthe past and changi ng
the trajectory of a district going forward in
order to be able to provide an appropriate
education to all of their students, versus
sonme structural issues that had been
identified through other issues.

| would al so just point out here that
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t he budget surplus in East Ramapo from | ast
year, about half of that surplus was
gener at ed because of vacancies in staffing
positions, the salary and benefit costs that
were not paid out, a huge concentration of

t hat savings cane as a result of specifically
teachers who are working with those English

| anguage | earner students.

Anot her portion of the savings that
generated that bal ance was the result of
intervention and col |l aboration with us at the
department to nove costs out of their general
fund into sone of the federal COVID response
dollars in an allowable way. |'m happy to
share nore details about that specifically.

| would just sort of wwap up on this
one by pointing out that in Decenber, Mody's
came out with their nost recent report on the
district and specifically cited they' ve
changed the negative outl ook of the district.
They've not nade it a positive outl ook,
right, their credit rating is still one |evel
above junk-bond status. They do not

functionally have access to the borrow ng
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mar ket. And that Mody's pointed out in
their study that that cash surplus in the

' 23-'24 school year, along with the ongoing
presence of the two state-appointed nonitors
under the commi ssioner's direction, as
positive factors in the work that they were
doing in evaluating the district in ternms of
their opportunity to borrow and to be able to
re-access those nmarkets sooner rather than

| ater.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  And the
thing that's always left out of this equation
is that it is one of the districts that pays
close to 19, 20 percent in terns of
transportation. Versus sone of the
nei ghboring districts that pay, you know, 5
to 8 percent. They spend an enornous anmount
of time on transportation.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Yeabh,
transportation is an issue. | |ook around
the state and | think we've nmade it worse
with the mandate for electric buses. | don't
know how that's going to work out. The

charging stations, | don't think we have the
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infrastructure right nowthat's sufficient to
do the charging of these buses. And they
don't work too well in the winter, and |

don't know -- that's another story.

But anyway, thank you very rmnuch

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat or ?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

| thought every question that | wanted
to ask had al ready been covered, but then
went through ny list and realized, nope.

So | want to talk to you about SED
funds for public broadcasting. Al right?
It's part of your mandate, and there's
specific funding. And the funds go to --
they are based on a fornula that skews to
support TV over radio. It's not that |'m
opposed to the noney going to the public TV
stations, and | do understand it's being used
very often for educational as well as
cultural curricula for children.

But we're living in a nonent where
clearly we are going to be | osing federal

funds for public radio. | don't think
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anybody thinks we're not. And frankly, in
many parts of the state public radio may be
the only outlet for |ocal news coverage for
their conmunities, and they're very well
listened to by huge nunbers of the public in
all the counties of New York State.

| know -- | come from New York City;
my public radio station, WNYC, has al ready
had to do a round of layoffs. | haven't
surveyed the other public radio stations yet,
but | suspect they're facing the sanme story.

So ny question is because your nandate
specifically says you' re supposed to use a
formul a based on previous year's allocations,
consi deration of the need of results of
changi ng technol ogy and provi sion of new
services or -- and/or energencies or other
exceptional circunmstances affecting studio
operations and transm ssion and/or state or
federal requirenent changes.

| " m convinced the federal part is
we're going to | ose the noney.

So |'m aski ng whet her we can be

di scussi ng sonme kind of evaluation of the
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need for education funds to be nore broadly
shared with public radio, which nmay require

you call for nore funds. Because |I'm not

asking you to tell nme, you know, we'll cut
public TV stations. | think you fund seven
of them [|I'mnot exactly sure of the nunber;

your peopl e probably know. So |I'm not
sitting here saying let's cut, cut, cut
public TV. But | really think it's a new
requi renent for our state to | ook hard at
what the | oss of independent journalism

t hrough public radio would nmean for people in
the entire State of New York.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So | woul d
wel come the opportunity, to your point, to
revisit the issue in light of the funding and
in light of the focus.

So absolutely we'll be nore than gl ad
to pull our teamthat really works on and
does really good work in this area -- but to
revisit it and consider, is this -- you know,
what does this | ook |ike, the investnents,
and is there maybe a better way to respond to

this. Mre than glad to do that.
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CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: And have you been
spending all of the nmoney? | think there was
a special appropriation in the 2023 budget.
| think it went all to TV stations. Maybe
|"mwong on that. Mybe sone of it went to
radi o.

NYSED COVM SSI ONER ROSA: W'l | get
you the information.

CHAl RWOVMAN KRUEGER:  There's no chance
you' re not spending the noney now or --

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah, we'l|
get you the information. |'mnot sure if
we' ve been, you know, spending -- if we have
spent all the noney that's been all ocat ed.

So we will get you the information.

CHAIl RMOVAN KRUECER: Ckay. Yes,
woul d urge you to do so. |'mjust finding
it's been 14 mllion for radio stations,
58,500 for each license for the past seven
years. So they've been flat. And it's a
very snmall amount per radi o station.

So I"'malso making a pitch to ny
col | eagues i n both houses, start thinking

about the inportance of public radio to your
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constituents. Because it is really
important. And we know that we're | osing

| ocal newspapers so quickly; there are many,
many conmunities that don't have any at all.

So that was ny one question for today.
"1l cede nmy tinme back. Thank you very much

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Gglio.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN G GLI O Good nor ni ng,
and thank you for being here.

So student success is really based on
t hem showi ng up and getting an education. So
do you have truancy officers? And what are
you doing to encourage and to incentivize
children to cone to school, and express that
i nportance to the parents?

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCOSA:  Sure.

So the whol e issue of attendance,
right, and chronic absenteei smand the focus
on even working with our schools is enornous
in our conversation.

DEPUTY COVMR. HARMON:  Thank you for
t he questi on.

So fromsort of an initial |ens of




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

186

t hi nki ng about how t he department is

| everagi ng a | ook at both attendance and
chroni c absenteeism that's one of the

i ndi cators that we | ook at when we're naking
determ nati ons around support nodels for
school s across the state.

So we've just received approval and
we'll be bringing back to our Board of
Regents next nonth, actually, to nove forward
with a change to | ook at a new attendance
i ndi cator as part of that system of
identifying districts for identical supports.

| would just note that we wll
continue to report out publicly by separate
group -- by school, by district -- where
there are rates of chronic absenteei sm as
well. So rather than just sort of swapping
one neasure out for the other, we wll
continue to | everage both of those.

In a | ot of cases those data end up
driving, at the local |evel, school
i mprovenent plans to focus on addressing the
needs of students and famlies, where they

can identify really specific root causes.
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think this is an issue -- there's a recent
Comptroller's report from Cctober that
highlighted really just how conplex this
issue is for individual famly dynam cs as
wel | as larger systemissues.

And so those efforts are al so
supported not just by a single office in the
departnment, but a coll aboration across
multiple offices. So offices in
accountability, offices in student support
services, to be able to provide resources,
best practices for schools and districts in
t heir conmuni cati on and outreach to parents
and famlies to make sure that students are
there, to your point, so that they are able
to learn fromthe high-quality teachers that
are working with themday in and day out.

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON- DI NGLE: And |
woul d just like to highlight that getting to
the core of why students are not in school --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN @ GLI G Thank you.

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON-DINGLE:  -- is --
is probably fromthe student support side of

things where we're trying to get -- and yes,
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we were grateful for the RECOVS grant to be
able to open up nental health clinics even
wi t hin our schools, understanding that while
we're grateful for that 50 mllion that we're
able to turn around and give to school s,
there is a greater need for nental health
supports and for schools to be able to
establish col |l aborations and partnerships
with clinics to be able to provide those
supports to children and their famlies.

Thank you.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN G GLI O  Thank you for
your thoughtful answers.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Al right, we're up to three-m nute
second rounds for the chairs.

Shel | ey Mayer, three m nutes.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

| think I have three questions. One
is additional funding was given to SED | ast
year to update your Hol ocaust materials. Can
you give us an update on that?

Second is we don't have a | ot of
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details on the dual enrollnment issues
proposed in the Governor's budget, if there's
anyt hing specific you could share on that.

Thirdly, 1'd like your comments on the
chal | enges facing the Mount Vernon school
district where three of their elenmentary
schools are slated to be closed and t hey have
significant fiscal issues.

And fourth, the wait tine for teacher
certification applications and what you can
do to reduce that wait tine.

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA: Sure. So
|"mgoing to start with the work that we' ve
been doi ng, as you know, with the Hol ocaust.
That's been amazi ng work that we've been
involved with. And as recent as | think |ast
week we had a di scussi on about how this
spring we're going to be providing not only
resources but sone of the relationships that
we're building in this space.

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON-DINGLE: So with
the funding that we were provided -- and
we're grateful for it -- we were able to

partner with the Hol ocaust and Human Ri ghts
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Education Center in addition to the New York
State Archives Partnership Trust.

And we are in the works of building
out an open source material where teachers
and schools will be able to access | esson
pl ans of video clips, primary sources, to
assi st themin teaching about the Hol ocaust,
as uplifted throughout our social studies
framework and our current New York State
st andar ds.

We | ook forward to bringing that to
the public this spring, | want to say
sometime around May that we will be able to
rel ease those materials in addition to
provi di ng sonme professional |earning
opportunities fromus at the state in
col |l aboration with those partners to make
sure that teachers understand how to utilize
t hem

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: If | could speak
to the Mount Vernon questi on.

SENATOR MAYER:  Yes, Mount Vernon.

NYSED CFO COUGHLIN: | know the
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commi ssi oner and many of ny col | eagues have
been working with the district and the
district |l eadership to try to provide support
to the district as it noves through a very
chal I enging fiscal place.

| would note that because of
significant enrollnment | osses, Munt Vernon
is actually on save harm ess in Foundation
Aid, despite the poverty of the student
popul ation. So they're one of those
districts that's in the position where costs
are increasing faster than their funding is.

And with their enrollnment |osses,
those three buildings -- you know, it is a --
it's a local decision in order to decide to
cl ose a school building, and we know it's
very challenging for the cormmunities. But
t he save harnl ess concern that many of your
col | eagues have rai sed today plays a role
t here too.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  We'll get to
t he ot her two.

SENATOR MAYER: MW tinme is up. Thank
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you.
CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.
Assenbl yman Magnarelli for three
m nut es.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI:  Thank you.

| "' m goi ng back to the question that |
had a coupl e of hours ago, okay? The
Executive proposal includes establishing a
new st atew de policy for tracking success of
dual enrollnment, otherw se known as Col | ege
in H gh School. And you were giving nme, you
know, why we needed to do that. And ny
guestion to you was |like, how many students
have conpl ai ned?

There's been problens like this for
25, 30 years they've been going on. Sone of
t hose prograns -- you know, people know
whet her those hours are transferable or not
transferable. This has been there forever.
Now we're going to do a nandated reporting
requi renent on the schools. To nme, that has
some kind of a chilling effect on even

bothering to do it. That's nunber one.
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Nunber two, it al so has a bigger
guestion that | ask. Oay? How many
mandat es do we put on our schools in terns of
reporting? |'msure there are sonme that are
absol utely necessary. And then there are
others that are nandated by the federal
government or sonething el se, you know, for a
grant or things like that. But has anybody
done a study -- 1've heard a | ot of studies
today, a |lot of studies going on. Any
studi es about reducing the nunber of
requi renents and mandat es pl aced on every one
of our school districts and the costs of
doi ng those nandat es?

SR. DEP. COWM SSI ONER MATTESON:  kay,
so I'll start at the beginning with the
Col l ege in H gh School piece and the data
piece. That is only for those that are going
to participate. Right now one of the issues
with, like, P-TECH --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Talk into the
m c agai n, please?

SR DEP. COW SSI ONER MATTESON:  |'m

sorry.
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-- P-TECH, Smart Schol ars, Early
Col | ege Hi gh School is we have to manual ly
then pull data together if we haven't created
a systemto collect data about who's doing
what when it cones to the space of dua
enrol | ment.

We have had concerns fromthe public
that in sone places in the state it costs
noney to get the dual enrollnment credit.

Sonme pl aces they're not charging for the dual
enrol I ment credit.

W have the data that 2 percent of our
students actually have access to the robust
early coll ege experiences rather than the
one-offs. So we have a | ot of students doing
t he one-offs and havi ng noney spent and it
doesn't lead to anything for their college
educati on.

W're trying to reinforce the system
where at | east the m nimum base 12 credits
that's transferabl e between all of our
col |l eges and universities can be available to
students, and spread that around the state.

It's not --
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ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: So why isn't
t hat done on a state |level rather than
mandati ng that contracts be entered into on a
local level? It -- again, it's just adding
nore requirenents that have to be fulfill ed.
That's the way | |look at this stuff.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat or ?

CHAl RWOMAN KRUEGER:  Senat or John Li u,
t hree-m nute second round for the chair.

SENATOR LI U Thank you, Madam Chair.

You know, | know the Regents and the
depart ment have been working on the
graduation requirenments for a long tinme. |
still have strong reservations about
elimnating the requirenent for passing
Regent s exans, which, you know -- | nmean,
|"ve said to you these are not the nost
robust exams to begin with. So | know we're
still several years or at |east a couple of
years away fromthe rollout of this.

NYSED COVM SSI ONER ROSA:  Ri ght .

SENATOR LIU.  But, you know, is this

the plan? 1Is this plan now set in stone?
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NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  So let ne
start, Senator, by saying that, you know --
to your point, we're not elimnating, so
that's nunber one. | think there's still the
conversation about what we're --

SENATOR LIU: | know --

NYSED COMM SSI ONER RCSA:  No, no, no,

we're --
SENATCOR LIU: | know that's the Iine.
NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  What it is
not -- what we're shifting onis that it has

been the barrier, the one sole thing that has
kept children fromgraduating. So what we're
saying, it's nore --

SENATOR LIU. Gaduating with a
Regent s di pl ona.

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  Yeah. But
nost -- okay, so nost kids who go to SUNY
fromout of state do not cone in with a
Regents di pl ona, because that state doesn't
require themto have a Regents di ploma. Nor
does SUNY say, Now you've got to take the
Regents examin order to be part of the

cohort comng in. So --
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SENATOR LIU.  So is the inplication
that the Regents diploma -- I'msorry, the --
yeah, the New York State Regents diploma was
not meani ngful to begin wth?

NYSED COVMM SSI ONER ROSA:  No, the
inplication is that just as we trust
Connecticut sending their children with a
Connecti cut diploma, wthout a Regents
di pl oma, and New Jersey and any ot her place,
t hen we have what's called a New York State
di plonma. And in essence, those students are
accepted into our higher ed institutions
wi t hout any of that.

Now I'I'l go one step further.

Senat or, nmany of the people sitting here, if
you' ve cone fromdifferent places, you're
very successful, you didn't even take the
Regents exam and here you are. So ny thing
is you're correct that it's an exam --

SENATOR LIU:  Well, we can use
different words, but it is renoving the
requi renent to take the Regents exans.

But let's talk about this portrait of

the graduate. | nean, howis that going to
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be achievable in a place like New York City
where we still have overcrowded cl ass sizes?
Who's going to draw that portrait of the

gr aduat e?

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA: W have net
with New York City, right, and there's such
ent husi asm because believe it or not,
Senator, a lot of school districts are
rel ated doing this work, because of the fact
that they're preparing students with critical
thinking skills, they are doing
proj ect-based, they're taking the standards
and applying them they're doing internships.
It is a nuch nore deep --

SENATOR LIU: | think it will be that
much nore difficult when the class sizes are
alittle too excessive, particularly in
New York City.

Thank you.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Thank you.
Thank you, Senator.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Senate, do you have
anot her ?

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: No, the Senate is
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cl osed.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW And the Assenbly is
closed -- oh, I'"'msorry, Bobby.

Assenbl yman Carroll for his ..

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Assenbl ynenber
Pretlow, |'m offended.

Comm ssioner Rosa, | was glad to hear
you say that you support decodable texts and
decodabl e readers for our early readers. Has
SED done an accounting of our school
libraries to see if they have access to
decodabl e texts?

DEPUTY CMVR. JOHNSON- DI NGLE:  While we
have not done a specific study to say, what |
can say is that for all of our schools that
do have -- we do have processes in place to
have an understandi ng of the different
catal ogs and types of books that exist within
school libraries.

However, that is to say while we have
not done an official study, we do have sone
data that we can look at to get an idea.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: | woul d

recommend you do that accounting, because |
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wi |l foreshadow a question | have for the
New York City Public Schools chancell or,
which is that though we have made changes in
our literacy curriculumand we are noving
towards the science of reading and

evi dence- based practices, we still have so
many | evel ed readers that are rooted in poor
pedagogy and asking children to guess and

| ook at pictures.

| have a school in ny own district
that's a wonderful school, that's trying to
make this shift, but every evening they send
horme | evel ed texts to their students even
t hough they are trying to do structured and
sequential phonics in the classroomin the
nmorning. It nmakes no sense.

So | urge you to do that accounting,
because what you will find is that my guess
is because we did 20 years of whol e | anguage,
t hat nost of our public school libraries are
filled with | evel ed readers and have no
decodabl e texts. And we need to change that.

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER RCSA:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you,
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Assenbl yman Carrol | .

And t hat does close this hearing.
Comm ssi oner and staff, | --

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: It doesn't cl ose
t he hearing.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Ch, |'m sorry.

Your portion of the hearing. W have anot her
39 groups.

(Laughter.)

NYSED COWMM SSI ONER ROSA: | thought we
were all done for the entire week. But no,

t hank you for the opportunity.

And for those who did not get their
guestions, I'mnore than glad to nmeet with
you to absolutely set up private and separate
neeti ngs, because the comuni cation and the
sharing of information is extrenely inportant
for our total advocacy.

So thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

The New York City Departnent of
Educati on, you're next.

(Pause.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Can we take the
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out si de conversations outside so we can
proceed, please?

(Pause.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Are we ready?
kay. Good afternoon. | guess you can
i ntroduce yourselves, and then we'll start.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Good afternoon, everyone. M nane is Mlissa
Avi | es- Ranpos, and | amthe chancellor of New
York City Public Schools.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Can you speak a
little | ouder, please, or bring the
m crophone cl oser?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
O course.

Good afternoon. M nane is Melissa
Avi | es- Ranpos, and | amthe chancell or of
New York City Public Schools.

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR VEI SBERG  Good
afternoon. |'m Dan Weisberg. 1'mthe first
deputy chancel |l or of New York City Public
Schools. Geat to be here.

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: Good

afternoon. Geat to be here. [''m Emma
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Vadehra, deputy chancellor for operations and
finance, New York City Public Schools.

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT: Good
afternoon I'm Seritta Scott. |'mthe chief
financial officer here at New York City
Publ i ¢ School s.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW A pl easure.

Ms. Ranos, go.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Good afternoon. Thank you to Senator
Krueger, Assenbl ynmenber Pretlow, Senator Liu,
Assenbl ynenber Benedetto, Senator Mayer, and
menbers of their respective committees.
appreciate the opportunity to testify on the
proposed 2026 New York State Education
Budget, and | also want to wi sh everyone a
Happy Lunar New Year

My name is Melissa Avil es-Ranops.
have the honor of serving as chancell or of
New York City Public Schools. | have
dedi cated ny career to the education of
New York City's children, first as a
hi gh school English teacher back in 2007

then as a principal, deputy superintendent,
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acting superintendent, chief of staff, and
deputy chancellor. In ny nearly tw decades
of service, | have pushed the boundaries on
what seened possi bl e.

When | becane a principal in 2016, for
i nstance, only about a quarter of the senior
cohort was on track to graduate. Quite
sinply, | was told that only 23 percent of ny
students woul d graduate that year. By June
of that sane year, 66.7 percent had earned
their diplomas. The follow ng year, ny team
and | raised that graduation rate even
further, to nearly 82 percent.

Later, when the pandemc hit, |
transitioned nmy school to renote instruction
and then stepped up to serve at the district
| evel as the deputy superintendent, and then
acting superintendent, for Bronx high
school s.

When | cane to our central office,
| ed the launch of Project Open Arns, working
across our departnment and city to support
tens of thousands of migrant students. As

chief of staff to the fornmer chancellor, |
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continued coordinating this work al ongsi de
other key initiatives such as NYC Reads, the
@un Vi ol ence Prevention Task Force, our
bi I i ngual teacher pipeline, and our m ndf ul
breathing initiative

In all this time, through nonents of
chal I enge and change, ny focus has never
wavered. | have always worked tirelessly to
provide children with the opportunities and
support they need to thrive.

Today I'd |ike to share sone updates
on our progress. In the Adans
adm nistration, we are cultivating bold
futures for our young people. | am proud
t hat NYC Reads, our signature initiative to
adopt the science of reading in our
cl assroons, is now reachi ng our youngest
| earners citywi de, including all 840-plus
el enentary schools. NYC Sol ves, our
transformative approach to math instruction,
has | aunched in over 400 hi gh schools and
approximately 100 m ddle schools. Al in
all, through NYC Reads and NYC Sol ves, over

half a mllion students are benefiting from
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hi gh-quality curricula and research-driven
pedagogy.

I"malso thrilled that our reinagined
col |l ege and career pathways initiatives
continue to flourish, equipping students with
the skills and experiences to be successful
in college and in the rapidly changing
wor kpl ace. For exanpl e, our FutureReadyNYC
program has expanded to serve 15, 000
students, and with Menorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center as our newest anchor partner,
we are maki ng even greater inroads into the
fields of healthcare, technol ogy, business,
and nore. Just |ast school year, our
students earned over $10 mllion in wages
from wor k- based | ear ni ng.

As sonmeone who played a key role in
shapi ng these foundational programs in ny
previous roles, | am proud to now continue
these initiatives as chancellor and show how
they align with my three commtnments to our
community: Ensuring safety and wel | ness for
all students; supporting educators; and

enpowering famlies and comunities.
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My first conmtnent takes a
conpr ehensi ve approach to safety and
wel I ness. In addition to our existing
initiatives, we are ranping up supports for
our newest New Yorkers to ensure that our
school s are safe spaces for students and
famlies, no matter their inmmgration status.

Over the past few nonths, we have | ed
extensive training across our community for a
wi de range of stakehol ders, from principals
t o gui dance counselors, reiterating our
| ong- standi ng protocols for access to our
buil dings. New York City Public Schools is
commtted to protecting the right of every
student to attend public school, regardless
of imm gration status, national origin, or
religion. Likewise, we are committed to
supporting our LGBTQ+ students, and in 2021,
as just one exanple, we updated our
gui del i nes on gender inclusion to enshrine
this support in policy.

Secondly, | amcomitted to uplifting
our educators. Now that we have conpl et ed

the initial |Iaunch of NYC Reads and NYC
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Sol ves, the next phase is to focus deeply on
both inplementation and intervention, so that
no students slip through the cracks. It is
essential that we support our educators in

t hese areas, and | am proud to announce today
that we are investing in an additional year
of | ob-enbedded coachi ng and support for our
NYC Reads educators.

My third conmtnent is to enmpowering
our famlies and communities. This
commitment really came into focus for ne
personal ly a few years ago, when ny daughter
entered New York City Public Schools. 1|, as
a parent who works for our school system
still struggle to navigate it at tinmes. |If
that's true for me, what does that nean for
ot her parents? | realized how nmuch further
we nmust go to truly involve our famlies in
their children's education. And to that end,
| hosted a five-borough listening tour at the
end of last year, with over a thousand
students and fam lies in attendance.

| will continue to chanpion prograns

that are beloved by our famlies. For
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exanple, | amglad to share that our
conprehensi ve academ c- and enri chnent - based
Summer Rising programw || be back this year,
wi th applications opening in early March.

| want to thank the Governor for
proposing a fiscal year '26 budget that
pl aces children and famlies front and
center. The Governor's priorities align with
so many of ours. She outlined universal free
br eakfast and |unch, which we have been
i mpl enmenting here in New York City for years.
She is planning a "bell-to-bell™ ban on
cel | phones, which we have been studying and
considering -- approximately 800 of our
school s already have policies in place to
keep cel | phones out of the classroom And
she proposed an expansi on of early college
credit opportunities for high schoolers,
which we currently offer via one of the
| ar gest and nost successful progranms in the
country. W are grateful for and | ook
forward to state support on these shared
priorities.

| also want to be clear and direct
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about our concerns related to the Governor's
proposed budget as it stands currently.
There is no question that the Foundation Aid
formul a needs a revanp, but the Governor's
proposed changes to the fornula would
actually result in nearly 350 mllion fewer
dollars to New York City Public Schools than
we'd be entitled to under the current
formul a, disproportionately inmpacting our
system conpared to many ot her districts.

As we have testified previously, this
formul a, which took about two decades to
fully fund, is by now long out of date. It
does not address the realities of providing a
hi gh-qual ity education today to nearly
1 mllion students, especially our nobst
vul nerabl e popul ations -- students in
tenporary housing, nultilingual |earners, and
students with disabilities.

As a result, New York Gty is
contributing nore than its fair share of the
cost of running our school system In 2002,
the state and New York City contributed

equally to our schools, but today, 57 percent
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of our funding comes from New York Cty and
only 36 percent fromthe state. Last school
year, we also rolled out a new weight in
New York City's funding formula for students
in tenporary housing, which the Foundation
Aid forrmul a does not currently consider.

We strongly request that the state
consi der the recommendati ons we nade | ast
sunmer to the Rockefeller Institute of
Government, including updating the regional
cost nmetrics to better take into account the
cost of living in New York City and updating
and enhanci ng support for our high-needs
students. Incorporating these
recomrendations will ensure Foundation Aid
can provide the services and resources our
students and fam lies deserve.

In addition, 1'd like to comment on
t he proposed cell phone ban. | amin strong
agreenent with the Governor that access to

cel | phones during the school day distracts

fromlearning, divides attention, and worsens

students' nental health. That's why, back

when | was a principal, we were a
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cel | phone-free school.

Wiile it is reassuring to see there is
funding attached to the Governor's proposal,
the current dollar anmount is inadequate.
| mpl emrenting an effective cell phone ban is a
maj or undertaking, and funding is al so
critical when it conmes to addressing parents
concerns about comrunicating with their
children in emergencies.

Next | want to thank the CGovernor for
her early coll ege proposals, including the
| aunch of the College in H gh School program
We think even nore funding in this area would
be beneficial, especially as New York City
Publ i ¢ School s works towards the goal of
ensuring that by 2030, 100 percent of
graduating students will have access to
college credit. W hope legislators will use
t he budget process to enhance this inportant
i nvestment and ensure it is allocated to
districts fairly, based on student need.

Before | close, I'd |like to update
this body on our progress toward neeting the

state class-size mandate. This school year,
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over 46 percent of classes are at or bel ow
the cl ass-size caps prescribed by the |aw,
wel | above the 40 percent requirenent for
'24-'25. To achieve this, we worked cl osely
with the UFT, CSA, and our superintendents;
supported school budgets with hundreds of
mllions of additional dollars designated for
cl ass-si ze reduction; and incorporated
recommendati ons from our class-size working
gr oup.

We are also inplenenting a new plan to
ensure conpliance in the upcom ng schoo
year. Over 750 schools submitted cl ass-size
reduction plans, which we are review ng
al ongsi de our union partners, for dedicated
funding. W are nmaki ng good progress. But
to reach full conpliance by 2028, as the | aw
requires, we will require significant
addi ti onal resources.

As we | ook to the future, and as
New York City Public Schools enpowers the
next generation of New Yorkers, | am gratefu
for the neani ngful engagenment and partnership

with all of you, our state legislators. |
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| ook forward to continuing our collaboration
over the com ng nonths and years.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ynenber Carroll.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Thank you,
Chair Pretlow

Good afternoon, Chancellor. It's very
nice to neet you. First let ne comend you
and your team and your predecessor,
Chancel | or Banks, on the NYC Reads program
As sonmebody who worked with Chancel | or Banks
hard on that project, | know how difficult it
was to get it onits feet and how difficult
it will continue to be to make sure that not
only do we give evidence-based instruction to
our children, but we do it with fidelity and
continually so that all our children can
become fluid and fluent readers.

| would like -- | asked the previous
panel this question, so |l will ask it to you.
As New York City has changed its pedagogy and
approach to early childhood literacy, has
New York City gone to its school l|ibraries

and renoved | evel ed readers fromthose
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libraries and replaced them w th decodabl e
texts?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Thank you so much, Assenblyman Carroll. And
| also want to thank you for the work that
you did in partnership with New York City
Public Schools to nmake NYC Reads a success.
Your story and your support really inspired
t hi s work.

VWhat | will say is that NYC Reads is
not only a literacy initiative, it is
addressing a curricular and instructional
i nequity that we have seen across New York
Cty for many, many years. A parent should
not have to worry about sending their child
to a school in the South Bronx and worry
about the kinds if instruction and curricul um
that they're getting, versus when they are
sent to a school in another district that is
not quite so poor and chal |l enged.

And so what we did in the first phase
was really focus on | earning the actual
curriculum Qur teachers, naking --

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Chancel l or, |
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understand that. |'mdeeply famliar with
what the previous chancell or and what you are
doi ng about inplenmenting NYC Reads. My
guestion is, have you done an accounting --

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
| understand your question, Assenblynmenber.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: So have you done
an accounting and are there -- are we
removi ng | evel ed readers and repl aci ng them
with decodabl e texts?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
I f you would allow ne to just explain to you
a summary of the journey for Phase 2, then we
will get to your answer.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Sure.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
And so part of that is taking inventory of
the interventions that are al so supporting
our students in our Tier 2 and Tier 3
instruction -- meaning the students who are
still struggling despite the curricul umthat
is front of them

As part of that, we are al so taking

inventory of the resources. It is inportant
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that we take inventory of the interventions
before we get to the resources. |
understand -- and | heard you as | was
sitting here in the audience, that there are
texts that are not aligned with NYC Reads.
The teaminmedi ately took note of that, and
we are going to work with our Division of
School Leader shi p.

But to answer you quite directly, we
have not gotten to a massive systemm de
inventory of those resources because we are
now at the point where we're taking inventory
of the interventions.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Thank you.

And | ook, | ook forward to worKking
with you to make sure that we sol ve that
i ssue.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
As do we.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Pivoting to --
staying on the topic of libraries, school
librarians: | believe there's approximtely
260 school librarians in the New York City

Publ i c Schools systemright now, down from
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approxi mately 1600. There are some rubrics
about when a school gets a part-tine
librarian, when a school gets a full-tine
librarian. | think schools over 800 students
are supposed to have full-time librarians.

What is the plan for New York City to
get nore librarians into our schools so that
they can help both students and teachers
getting children the materials they so
desperately need?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Yep. School libraries have been a chall enge
for us for a nunber of reasons. At this
poi nt, 74 percent of schools do not have a
library programor a NYSED- certified
librarian. One of the challenges is that we
don't have enough librarians, and | wll
speak to the work that we're doing to recruit
nor e.

But the second part of it is also that
princi pals have di scretion over their budget
and if a budget is declining due to declining
enrol l ments, the principal has to nake a very

difficult decision: Do | hire a librarian or
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do I hire an extra special education teacher?
And so we're also working with our schools to
address sonme of those issues.

In terns of pipeline work, though, we
have established a partnership with Syracuse
University, St. John Fisher University, and
New Vi sions to develop a pipeline. W also
have our Teacher 2 Librarian program where
we've certified 80 school l|ibrarians from--
comi ng fromteachers who are al ready
certified.

And the other thing that we don't talk
enough about is our digital library, which
has been very successful. So 64,000 books
have been opened, 23,000 hours spent reading.
And so as we navigate the challenges to nmake
sure that the schools have functioning
libraries and that they have a certified
librarian in the library, we are al so
| everagi ng these other resources |like the
digital library to make sure kids have access
to age-appropriate texts.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Thank you.

So now | would like to pivot to
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students with disabilities, specifically
children struggling with dyslexia. Though
said previously that | conmend you for the
successes of NYC Reads, | see, fromthe
out side, NYC Reads as nostly a Tier 1
intervention, and a very inportant Tier 1
intervention. But of course students
struggling with phonol ogi cal awareness issues
such as dyslexia are still at record nunbers
suing the New York Gty Public Schools system
because their needs are not being net at
their local public school.

And the reason that they' re suing them
i s because they are not getting the
smal | -group, intensive, multisensory
structured phoni cs-based instruction that
they need. That is what they are seeking,
that is what every single one of themis
seeking. The private schools that they end
up being placed in, that is exactly what they
do.

Wiy can't we do that in our | ocal
publ i ¢ school s?

NYC SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
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Well, this goes back to what | started
di scussing earlier around the interventions.
When we started conducting this inventory of
the interventions at the Tier 2 and Tier 3
| evel, we found that there are al nost 40
across our schools, and in sonme cases school s
are using nultiple ones -- not necessarily
with rhynme or reason or any specific dosage.
And so that is very difficult for a
child to make those | eaps and bounds if we do
not standardi ze sone of that intervention
process. And so we're engaging in that work
right now, and we | ook forward to continued
conversations with you on the inplenmentation
of that and our progress.
ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Well, | agree
with you that we need to standardize it in a
systemthat's as big as New York City. What
| hope that New York City realizes is that
the parents who are put through this, and the
children who are put through this, would |ike
an option at their local public schools.
That is what they prefer. That is why they
keep trying and failing, trying and
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failing -- and when they realize they wll
never get the services that they so
desperately need for their son or daughter,
that they turn to suing the New York City
Publ i ¢ School s system

And it is very clear, there are nunber
of world-class institutions in New York City
that have for the last 40, 50, 60 years
remedi at ed i ssues around dyslexia sitting at
our doorstep. David Banks, the first thing
he did was go to the Wndward school with ne.

The sad thing is, three-plus years
| ater we have not gone to a place like the
W ndward School and said, Let us figure out
what you're doing in your classroons. None
of it's with technology. None of it is
newf angled. All of it they' ve been doing for
the last 50 years. W need to do this in our
schools. | get that it won't happen in al
840 el enmentary schools tonorrow. But it is
crazy that it is not happening at sone of our
| ocal public schools today.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:

Well, and I would just say yes, nore needs to
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be done. |'mnever going to sit here and say
that our job is done and that we've
acconpl i shed this grand m ssion a hundred
percent, because that would be false. And it
al so wouldn't be true to the values | have as
an educator as well as the nother of a
struggling reader in New York City Public
School s.

VWhat | will say is that we have taken
your |ead, Assenblynmenber, and as | nentioned
inny remarks, we are grateful to you for
your partnership. It's the reason why there
is a South Bronx Literacy Acadeny that is
dedi cated to supporting students with
dyslexia. It is the reason why we are
doubl i ng down on the interventions and doi ng
anot her year of teacher support. Because to
your point, if the teachers do not have the
resources they need to inplenment the
curriculumand to intervene appropriately,
students will not advance.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Thank you,
Chancellor. And | | ook forward to continued

partnering with you. And thank you for your
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wor K.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Li kewi se. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat or ?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

W're going to start with the chair of
the New York City Education Conmittee, John
Liu, 10 m nutes.

SENATOR LI U Thank you, Madam Chair.

Congratul ati ons, Chancellor. | was
sorry to see David Banks go, but |I'm happy
that you're there.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Thank you.

SENATOR LIU. And | knowit's only
been, what, four nonths? Probably feels like
four years.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Three, but no one's counti ng.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI U Ckay, three nonths.

You are in a difficult spot, and so
you're going to be on the spot for difficult

guestions. Right?
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In New York City for hundreds of
years, and certainly in nodern tines, we have
recogni zed a need to protect everyone in
New York City. And that means our health
policies | ook to make everybody healthy.
because when sone people are sick or unwell,
it makes potentially the entire city sick or
unwel | .

Simlarly, we try to educate everybody
because whether the famly's been here for
generations or for two weeks, educating
people is always the best investnment. W
make a windfall profit on everybody that goes
t hrough the New York City education system

So let me start off with this. Has
t here been any kind of identification of a
drop-of f in attendance in the |ast nonth?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Thank you for the question, Senator Liu. And
| --

SENATCR LIU:  You don't have to thank
me for the questions. There will be plenty
nor e.

(Laughter.)
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NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Well, at sone point |I'll stop thanking you
for them but we're early on, so thank you
for this one.

(Laughter.)

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
So since the inauguration, we saw an
attendance between 84 and 89 percent. And
when we | ook at the sane week | ast year, that
range was from89 to 92 percent.

Now, there are additional factors. W
know t hat we had a very, very cold week and
t he tenperature does often inpact our
attendance. While that drop in attendance
isn't egregious, there is a drop since |ast
year at the same tine.

SENATOR LIU: | nean, that's a -- |
woul d think that's a pretty substantial drop
A4 to 7 percent, that's significant.

And while you' re saying sone of that
m ght be due to cold weather -- | nmean, it is
January, right. Is it -- would it be safe to
conclude that a large portion of that

drop-of f in attendance is due to fear by
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immgrant famlies and parents?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
| think what we can safely say is that it is
one of several factors.

SENATOR LIU. Ckay. So | think --
think it's a big factor.

And ny next question for you is, are
t he school principals clear on how they're
going to respond to anything that they are
partially expecting already? Do they have
clarity? Because I'l|l be very honest, |'ve
heard froma | ot of principals they're not
sure what they're going to do.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
They're not sure what they're going to do in
terms of what, Senator? In terns of
supporting with attendance and meki ng sure
famlies feel safe to cone in?

SENATOR LIU:.  No, in terns of who they
open the door for.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Under st ood. So our policies around | aw
enforcenent entering the building remain the

same. Wthout a judicial warrant, we cannot
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have nenbers of | aw enforcenent just wal k
into a building and take chil dren.

We have communi cated our policies to
our principals. W have hosted a nunber of
trainings, and | will pass it over to Deputy
Chancel | or Emma Vadehra to get nore into the
det ai | s.

But we know that there is fear anpngst
our famlies, and we al so know t hat
princi pals have a very heavy lift in not only
under st andi ng the policies thenmsel ves, but
al so communi cating themto their stakehol der
groups.

So one of the things that we did is
t hose sane trainings, we actually offered
themto our school counselors and we of fered
themto our parent coordinators. Very
i nportant that our parent coordinators are
part of this process, because they are often
the first lines of defense.

SENATOR LIU. Ckay. And so is it the
DCE or our public schools' policy that they
do not let -- that the principals, including

the entire team including the school safety
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agents, they do not allow entry for |aw
enforcenent w thout judicial warrants?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
That is correct.

SENATOR LIU. O is it that they don't
have to? They cannot, or they don't have to?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
They cannot .

SENATOR LI U.  They cannot. All right,
thank you. Al right.

And what about conmuni cations to
parents?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Yes, we've al so hosted a nunber of workshops
for our famlies as well.

So Deputy Chancellor, if you could
talk a little bit about the details.

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: Thank you
very much for the question. Sorry to thank
you, but we do appreciate this question.

So just to be clear -- the chancellor
touched on this, but, you know, we of course
started hearing about this the day after the

el ection, and the chancell or owned and
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continues to drive this work vitally,

essentially.

So we actually pushed out the guidance

we have in terns of non-Ilocal | aw enf orcement

in our schools back in Decenber out to our
principals -- all of our principals -- as
wel | as sone other rem nders about students
rights to education, about not asking about
immgration status -- sort of the set of
policies we have in place, as you said, to
make sure we're educating all of our
st udent s.

So the gui dance got pushed out in
Decenber. Since then, starting in January,

we' ve hosted a nunber of trainings. W had

over 1500 people on our principals training.

We did trainings for parent coordinators,
school counsel ors, guidance counselors. W
al so worked with NYPD to do trainings with
school safety and to nake sure they
understand that actually the protocol for
themis the sanme as the protocol for us,
which is they call the principal and our

princi pal engages with our | awers here.
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So we have done those --

SENATOR LIU.  Can you just describe
briefly what a valid judicial warrant would
be? And who woul d know what a valid judicial
warrant | ooks Iike?

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: So | wil|
just -- 1'll take the second part, because
it's a piece of our protocol that | think is
worth flagging, and then Dan, the |awer, |
wWill turn to on the first part.

So part of this -- this is actually
sort of part of the question in ternms of our
protocol, which is what we say to our
principals is we don't expect you to make
this determination on your own. You will
call your | awyers.

And so that's the protocol they're
given. SSAs are told to call their
principals, so the principals can cal
New York City Public Schools' |awers, who
will be the ones naking those determ nations.

SENATOR LI U Thank you.

On a different subject, | share your

concern with the Foundation Aid fornul a
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changes as proposed by the Executive Budget.
Are there any suggestions that New York City
woul d have in terns of how to reshape the
Foundation Aid formula, particularly with
regard to the poverty definition or possibly
addi ng the additional weight for students in
t enpor ary housi ng?

And, you know, perhaps do you have a
sense as to how nuch that additional weight
in the Fair Student Funding fornmula is
costing?

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: Yes, thank
you very nmuch. And we heard the earlier
conversation on this as well --

SENATOR LIU.  You're quite wel cone!

(Laughter.)

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: It's like a
tic of some sort.

So as the chancellor flagged in her
testimony, we think the poverty change --
poverty set of changes in the Governor's
budget proposal would inpact us to the tune
of alnopst $350 million for New York City

al one.
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SENATOR LI U Yeah, but how woul d you
change that?

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: Yes, getting
t here.

So |l will say, because | noticed SED
commented on this as well. Updating the
poverty rate in sone way nakes sense. W
agree that that nakes sense. \Wen both the
Regents and Rockefell er recommended sonet hi ng
like that, they did recommend pairing it with
a regional cost shift as well, which gets
into why the poverty rate change al one
i mpacts New York City in a negative way.

So again, both the Regents and
Rockefel | er propose those two things
together. And we do think that's one way to
| ook at updating the poverty rate, but also
update the rel ated pieces of the fornula.

W al so have reconmended a students in
tenporary housi ng wei ght, as we've done in
New York City Public Schools. Qur current
wei ght across New York City Public Schools is
about $80 million this year across our school

system just for students in tenporary
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housing. Which is itself nore than the

McKi nney-Vento noney we get. It's a far nore
substantial investnent in our students in

t enpor ary housi ng.

W also do think it's worth the state
taking a | ook at how the wei ghts work for
English | earners and students with
disabilities as well. W think there could
be both nore substantial and nore nuanced
ways of | ooking at that, which is what we do.
And Rockefeller actually pointed to our
formula as a good way of | ooking at students
with disabilities.

SENATOR LIU.  Ckay. And since you're
appreciating nmy questions so nmuch, | have one
| ast one for you since you're the chief
financial officer.

You know, the NYC Reads program -- was
| wrong about that?

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA:  No, no.

SENATOR LI U. Ckay. The NYC Reads
program has been wi dely praised. At this
point, is there now sone kind of idea as to

how nmuch it costs?
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NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Senator, this is actually our chief financial
of ficer (pointing to CFO Scott).

SENATOR LIU.  |I'"msorry about that.

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT: Because
of the mstake, | won't thank you for the
guesti on.

(Laughter.)

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT: It's
roughly 55 mllion to support the program

SENATOR LIU.  |I'msorry, what was
t hat ?

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOIT: Sorry.
It's roughly 55 million to support the
program

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR WVEI SBERG  Just
to be clear, Senator, that -- you know,
that's the current cost. Qur planis to
continue to scale. So the chancellor's
vision is ultimately we're going to have
hi gh-quality instruction, well-supported
teachers, pre-K -- actually, 3-K all the way
through 12 in ELA and math. W' re not cl ose

to that yet, so the cost will continue to




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

236

rise as we expand and deepen.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl yman Smit h.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  Thank you, Chair

And t hank you, Chancellor, for being
here with us. Congratulations. And hearing
your biography -- this is our first tine
neeting -- I'mvery excited to hear that you
have experience in every field, every part of
t he educational system from being a classroom
teacher to being a parent and involved in
t hat way.

So a few topics right now. You
nmenti oned the cell phone ban and the success
and chal | enges you've had in New York City.
Can you speak to that a little bit nore about
what you think, as the budget proposal
continues, regarding the inplenentation?
obvi ously maybe it's not enough noney
specifically. But can you speak a little bit
nore about that?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
| can. And thank you so rmuch for giving ne

the opportunity to speak about it, because
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it's sonething that | feel very strongly
about .

Wen | was a principal | only had
around 400 children in ny school, so |
actually coll ected our cell phones in bubble
bags. The cel |l phone pouches that can open
with a magnet, they are very expensive, but
they are the ideal nodel because children can
keep themon their person. And in the event
of an energency, they can open themup with a
magnet that is strategically placed
t hr oughout the buil di ng.

| was broke, | didn't have that Kkind
of noney. So when | had an energency and
needed to evacuate, | needed to get 400
cel | phones back into the hands of high school
students. That was very, very challenging.

And so when | think about famlies
having the fear -- and again, as the nother
of a New York City public school student
nmyself, | want to nake sure that our schools
have cl ear comuni cation plans so that in the
event of an enmergency they can reach their

famlies directly. So that's one part of the
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fundi ng that we woul d need.

The second piece is the |ogistical
piece. |f a school does not have the funds
for one of those nagnetic pouches, they woul d
need to designate additional personnel to
coll ect the cell phones, to distribute them
to guard themto nake sure that they are not
stolen, they are not broken. That costs a
| ot of nobney. You sonetines have to have an
addi ti onal school aide or two who are just
dedi cated to that work

And thirdly, because we want to make
sure that we offer the option of those
pouches, those magnetic bags, those are
roughly $30 a child. And that's an annual
fee. Those bags are not -- you know, you
can't use themfor nore than one year. And
we're not even tal king, you know, |ike the
Qucci/ Prada version, we're tal king about just
t he standard bag. And so we want to nake
sure that the nodels that are available to
school s, that they can afford them

The other thing is that roughly 800 of

our schools have already signed up to do this
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work. And what we don't want to tell themis
continue to self-fund while we pay for
schools to get on the bus. Particularly if
t he Foundation Aid forrmula does not adjust,
then there's going to be a decrease in the
funding that they get and we're potentially
| ooking at federal cuts that contribute to
$2 billion of our budget.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH: | think you bring
up a good point. You know, these itens are a
t housand dol |l ars each, so to put that on the
enpl oyees and on the school, it's a lot. And
t hen even as you nention, to put it on every
period -- | was a high school teacher, you
know, and |I'ma parent as well.

There's al so an enotional side of
this. So as |I'm going throughout my district

and speaking with parents the first thought

and concern they have is, Wll, if there's an
energency, | want to be able to reach ny kid.
But | -- and naybe you can speak to this a
little bit. 1've kind of urged them and

said, You know, if there's an energency, we

really want the students listening to the
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adult in the room taking direction.

And everybody |'ve spoken to in
energency services has said kind of the sane
thing, that they want to know that the
students are not distracted when they could
be in harm s way.

Can you speak to that?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:

A hundred percent.

But we're al so thinking about children
who travel on their own in many cases, and so
it's not necessarily of the energency in the
building, it's al so what happens at
dismssal. Right? And so we need to nake
sure that if there is an enmergency -- and we
don't want to sit here and i magi ne that there
woul d be one, but if there is, while the
school is conmunicating, at sonme point the
child is going to have to be in touch with a
caretaker and nake sure that they are having
t he conversation around where do we neet, can
| get nyself hone. So it's not just about
t hat school piece.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  Ckay, thank you.
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| think you' ve addressed sonme of those
issues. And it's news to ne, that $30 per
item That's very cost-prohibitive, that
could be for your schools and school s across
t he state.

But you do believe that that's the
pref erabl e way, instead of having kind of
like the thing on the back of the door where
you put it in every period?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
| absolutely do believe that that is the
best. That is the best way.

And if | may just say one nore thing.
We know t hat taking away cel |l phones during
bell-to-bell instruction is going to keep
instruction sacred. W know that. But the
reason why we are also coupling this with
huge supports in nmental health is because we
know t hat taking away cell phones frombell to
bell is not necessarily going to cure the
mental health issues that are happeni ng once
they get their cell phones back. Cell phones
are an instrument to express your

frustrations, your |oneliness, your
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depression. But that doesn't nean that if we
take them away during the school day those
t hi ngs are going to di sappear.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  Thank you for
recognizing it. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat e?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Next, Shelley Mayer, 10 mi nutes, chair
of Educati on.

SENATCR MAYER: Good afternoon,
Chancel l or, and thank you for really taking
on a tough assignnment at a tough nonent.

| f the Legislature or the Governor
doesn't fix the initial proposal that really
reduces what you thought you would get by
350 million, have you come up with a
contingency plan? Wat would it | ook |ike
for the New York City Public Schools to |ose
$350 mllion of anticipated funds?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Thank you so rmuch. So, Senator, | first of
all appreciate the question because it gives

us an opportunity to really talk to you not
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only about the dollar anount, but just to
paint a picture of the kinds of prograns that
we' re tal king about.

W had to self-fund severa
after-school prograns. W know that we need
a lot of additional acadeni c support for our
mul tilingual |earners, our students with
| EPs. So those are just some of the areas
t hat we are concerned about.

But 1'm going to ask our CFO and our
deputy chancellor to tal k nore about the
detail s.

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTIT:  Sure.
So one, we have rolling costs across the
city, right, inflation --

SENATOR MAYER: Can you get closer to
the m crophone?

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT: |'m
sorry. |Is that better?

SENATOR MAYER:  Yes.

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT:  Yup, so
we have rolling costs across the city,
inflation, everything is rising for us. But

essentially we have the funds pay for our
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mandat ed services. W have speci al
education, we have things for our general
education that supports that.

And also to the chancellor's point --
sorry, I'mtotally losing ny train of thought
here. But there are a nunber of things that
we -- a mpjority of our funding goes into
schools, right? W've been hol ding school s
harm ess, that's the point that | wanted to
make, fromany enrollnment oss. And so we've
been hol di ng schools stable. W won't be
able to do that without having this essenti al
funding -- and, again, helping us to pay for
our mandat ed costs such as special education.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you.

What is the change in enrollnent in
the New York City Public Schools over the
| ast year?

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR WVEI SBERG  So
it's been about flat, Senator. So it's about
905,000 -- or 908,000. So it inched up the
prior year, and then it's about flat this
year.

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay. And what's the
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current graduation rate of New York City
Publ i ¢ School s?

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR VEI SBERG It's
about 83 percent or so.

SENATOR MAYER: Has that changed in
the | ast few years?

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR VEI SBERG It's
increased slightly. And we're just waiting
for the state to report out graduation rates
for the nost recent cohort. But it's
i ncreased slightly.

COVID -- not to get too deep into the
weeds, but, you know, sone of the graduation
requi renents were wai ved during COVID, and so
that had an inpact. And now those
requi renents are being i nposed again, so
we'll see what happens with graduation rates.

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay. | see that the
USOVB just rescinded yesterday's order. But
t hat being said, that doesn't nean sonething
like that isn't going to cone back. If the
New York City Public Schools were to | ose
fundi ng under the Project 2025 proposal,
either Title | or IDEA funding, what is the
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dol | ar value of the federal funding that the
New York City Public Schools receive?

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: W receive a
bit over $2 billion fromthe federa
gover nment .

SENATOR MAYER. Two billion?

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: Two billion.
And just to give a sense of the other big
ones, because they're not all Departnent of
Education and sone others are naned in
Project 2025, Head Start is another big one,
chil dcare and devel opnent bl ock grants, and
al so school food is another major funding
stream fromthe federal governnent.

SENATOR MAYER: Can you provide us an
itemzed |ist of where those federal funds go
by program so that we can understand and
make the case that this |oss of federal funds
has a concrete inpact on the students and the
famlies in New York City Public School s?

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: Thank you
very rmuch for that request, and we can
absolutely send that as a foll ow up

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay, good. You don't
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have to thank ne either.

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: | will for
t hat one, though.

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay, thank you.

On the dual enrollnent issues that the
Governor proposed, | saw in your testinony
you' re favorabl e but not very specific. And
frankly the proposal isn't very specific
either. How many students in the New York
City Public Schools are enrolled in sone kind
of dual enrollnent progran? And what is your
preferred way for a dual enroll nent program
to work best for students?

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR WEI SBERG |

don't have the -- | don't have the specific
nunber. We'll get that for you maybe as we
sit here, Senator, and we'll be able to

report to you about it by the end of the
hearing. | can say the nunmber of our
students -- and this is a core part of

our Future Ready program of making sure our
ki ds graduate ready for the workforce -- has
i ncreased. The percentage of students who

are getting early college credit has
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i ncreased by 10 percent just over the | ast
two years. This is a big piece.

Very inportantly, and this gets to
your second part of your question, the
per cent age of students who are passing those
courses so they can get credit when they go
to college, that's increased as well by
5 percent. That's a really inportant
indicator. |It's not just taking a college
cl ass, we actually want our kids to pass it
and get credit, get an Aor a Bor a C

And, you know, in terns of our
preferred structure, dual enrollnent is
really inmportant where very concretely our
t eachers, our high school teachers are
desi gnat ed as adjuncts by our higher ed
partners, CUNY or other higher ed partners.
Wiy is that inportant? That nmeans while the
student is in high school taking a class,
it's froma teacher who's teaching at a
college level, and they're getting credit
t here.

It's great for our kids to go to

col | ege canpuses, but it's a burden as well.
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So kids who are in early coll ege prograns,
very often they go to their high school in
t he norning and then they've got to go
somepl ace, sonetinmes to anot her borough --
they've got to junp on a train, skip lunch
go to another borough to get to the college
canpus to take coll ege-level courses. Mich
better for us if we can have true dual
enrol | ment where they're getting coll ege
credit for courses that are being taught by
our teachers.

W want sone of both, but we want the
choi ce.

SENATOR MAYER: Have you conmuni cat ed
that in any kind of formal way that your
preference is for the teachers to be
certified as adjuncts, as opposed to, for
exanple, like in P-TECH where in the
afternoon they go into an internship?

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR WEI SBERG
Right. So that conversation is one that
we're having right nowwith the Governor's
fol ks.

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay. Okay.
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And then lastly | know -- in the first
pl ace, you have a very inpressive civics
curriculumthat you shared with ne and | was
glad to go to school with you. Can you just
briefly describe whether there are additional
costs associated with your quite aggressive
civics curriculumand efforts in the New York
school s?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Yes, we are very proud of our civics program
Thank you for joining us on that great school
visit.

So I"'mgoing to ask our CFO and deputy
chancellor to talk a little bit about the
costs associ at ed.

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT: 1"l
get back to you on the costs for the civics
program

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you. Ckay.

Last is you tal ked about NYC Reads,
NYC Sol ves, your math enrichment or
intentional math inprovenment -- which is a
statew de problem frankly, math scores.

Have you seen tangible results as a result of
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that? And if so, what are they, and can you
share thenf?

NYC SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMCS:
So we have not seen the results yet, to be
conpl etely honest with you. And in fact |
have to really thank our partners at the UFT
because they have been working closely with
us, nmonitoring this on the ground.

It's a great idea. W have great
intentions. But the shift to conceptual math
has been a bit of a challenge for sone of our
t eachers and many of our children.

And so we are now in the process of
working with the UFT. W' ve identified
excel | ent nodel teachers across the city who
are actually nodifying the pacing and taking
out some of the units and addi ng additi onal
units to better support the students. So
we're not veering away fromthe new
curriculum W want to make sure that we're
not saying, well, it doesn't work and we j ust
need to take it out, but how can we adjust it
and give a |longer runway for success.

But it was inportant for us to |listen
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to our teachers and the UFT and to

acknow edge the chal l enges and nake those
adj ustments. We're confident now, Senator,
with those adjustnents that we've nmade --
that we are naking -- that we will see nore
i mpact .

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay. And the | ast
guestion is you nentioned -- | think the CFO
menti oned you are picking up the costs of
sonme after-schools. |Is that because they
were not funded under the LEAPS progranf

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT:  Yup
that's correct. So that grant expired. And
what we had to do was work with the state,
who picked up 3 million of the cost. And the
city picked up 5 mllion to support those
school s who woul d have ot herw se | ost
f undi ng.

SENATCR MAYER: And in those school s
does it cost the famlies to participate? O
isit --

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT: No,
it's free for the famlies.

SENATOR MAYER: It is free.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

253

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTIT:  Yes.

SENATCR MAYER: But that's -- is that
because you applied and you did not get the
LEAPS fundi ng that conti nued?

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT: So the
LEAP funding is actually allocated to CBGs,
who then partner with our schools.

SENATOR MAYER:  Yes.

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT: W
didn't have the lists of the CBOs who would
actual ly be awarded, so what we did was just
provi de the funding directly to the schools.

SENATCR MAYER: And what's the anount
that you --

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT: It's a
total of 8 mllion. Again, the state picked
up three and the city picked up five.

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay. Thank you very
much. Appreciate that.

CHAIl RWOVAN KRUEGER: (M c of f.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynman De Los
Sant os.

ASSEMBLYMAN DE LOS SANTOS: Good
afternoon. Thank you, M. Chair. And thank
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you, Chancellor Avil es-Ranos, for your

| eadership and for, you know, stepping up
during this challenging time that we're
facing in our city and our state.

Communi ty school | believe is a great
nodel. In fact, | believe that every schoo
in New York Gty should become a community
school. Comunity schools and CBGs play a
critical role in providing waparound
services that support students beyond the
cl assroom particularly in high-needs areas.

What is your take on the expansion of
comunity school s?

In addition to that, what is the
Depart ment of Education currently doing to
expand parental engagenent?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
So we'll start with the community school s
piece. | agree with you. | was a comunity
school campus when | was a principal and
greatly benefited fromthe resources. M
dream woul d be to see every single schoo
have a conmunity school nodel

Unfortunately, the funding, the cost that is
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attached to that is exorbitant. And so we
woul d need support to be able to make that
happen.

VWhat | will say is that we know t here
have been a nunber of issues. Partially it's
that the initial expansion of conmunity
school s was under stinulus dollars. And when
that expired, we then stepped up and we
funded them again for another year. But
agai n, that does cost a great deal of noney.

So I"'mgoing to pass it over to ny
deputy chancellor to talk a little bit nore
about the actual nunbers, and then |I'm happy
to come back to your parent enpowernent
guesti on.

ASSEMBLYMAN DE LOS SANTOS: Thank you.

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: | will just
say we have about 420 community schools in
the city right now A small anount of that
noney cones fromthe Foundation Aid
set-aside, but nost of that is nowcity
funding that we are putting into those
schools. W used federal dollars to expand;

that went away, and we stepped up with city
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funding. But we have about 420 currently.

NYC SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMCS:
And in ternms of famly enpowernent, it is one
of the reasons why it is one of ny
commtnents. We've talked a | ot about
engagenent, but when we enpower famlies, we
want to nmake sure that they're at the
deci sion making table with us, talking about
what are their children's best needs and how
we can neet them

And so we have our new y appointed
deputy chancellor for famly, community and
student enmpowernment. W are working closely
wi th our Division of School Leadership
partners to make sure that we're
strengthening the rel ati onshi ps between our
CECs and our district superintendents,
because we know that fam |y enpowernent does
start there.

W are also working to create a
program where we are training famly | eaders
across the city on what are their resources,
fromknowi ng their rights to accessing

resources across New York City, so that way
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they can train other famlies. And this
i ncludes the I EP process, getting your child
eval uated. We want to nmake sure that sone of
these very difficult -- very difficult tasks
that famlies face, that they understand step
by step on how to do that work.

And | open it to the teamif they want
to add anyt hing el se.

ASSEMBLYMAN DE LOS SANTOS: Thank you.

The deputy chancellor alluded to the
graduation rate being 83 percent. If we were
to convert every school in New York City,
woul d t hat nunber go up?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat or ?

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Brisport.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

And t hank you, Chancellor. Appreciate
you being here today. Wl cone to Al bany.

| have some questions about early
chi | dhood educati on, because we are in the

m dst of a statew de childcare shortage and
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Mayor Adans' budget proposal cuts
$112 million from3-K  News also recently
broke that his administration is currently in
the process of closing at |east five
childcare centers -- one of themis in ny
district -- despite high enrollnent and
demand for them

So given the extrene need for
addi tional childcare centers in New York
Cty, not fewer, do you feel as though the
Governor's budget proposal provides the city
enough funding to regrow the childcare
sector?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
We have been working very, very hard at
maki ng sure that we are rightsizing our early
chi | dhood program so that taxpayer dollars
are actually funding seats for the right age
groups in the locations that have the nost
need.

And | want to go directly to the
guestion around the | eases, the closures that
you referenced, which was not an easy

deci si on. But that was borne out of the
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exorbitant costs that we were paying for
t hese | eases, | eases that are either expired
or up for renewal. Those |ocations have been
closed. There is a runway of approximtely
six months to be able to support the
providers and the famlies, particularly the
famlies finding seats in locations that are
very, very cl ose by.

But we do need to rightsize our seats.
We do need to make sure that those seats are
in places where there is need. In sonme of
t he cases where you nentioned one of the --
there were three criteria that we used to
identify those | ocations, and one of themis
underutilization. And so while sone of the
sites have 80, 90 kids, it's still under
95 percent of their utilization.

|"mactually going to pass it to our
CFO to talk nore about the dollars and cents,
but I just wanted to lead with that opening.
These are not easy conversations, Senator,
and | really want to thank you for lifting
themand | want us to work in partnership

around sone of these deci sions. But | do
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want to be forthcom ng and say that the work
that it takes to rightsize these seats across
New York City has been a chall enge.

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT: So to
answer your question, around 112 mllion.

We're very nuch still in the early
process of our budget process, and so we --
essentially the noney was put in, it was only
put in for fiscal year '25. W are having
ongoi ng conversations about havi ng that
fundi ng baselined in our budget. So it
doesn't nean that our commtnent that's tied
to that funding is actually being reduced.
We just need to have the conversations with
our partners at the city about baselining
t hose funds in our budget.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you.

And just with nmy last 15 seconds | do
want to respectfully push back at G and
Street Settlenment, one of the |ocations that
is being rightsized. The CEO says that they
are fully enrolled.

And | would also say -- | just do ask

t hat you check, you know, rightsizing, that
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the centers have enough fundi ng, enough staff
to be fully enrolled.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl yman Ra, ranker.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you,
Chancel l or. Just a question with regard to
Foundation Aid nunbers for the city.

In particular you tal ked about, you
know, expecting, under the current fornula,
$350 mllion additional. So that, | assune,
is not necessarily because of the new neasure
but nore so the update in the census nunbers.
Am | correct?

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: It's the
conbi nati on of the changes to poverty that
t he Governor proposed. So there's two
separate changes, and the conbo of those
cones to that reduction

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Okay. And |ast year
your predecessor tal ked about the overal
enrol | ment nunbers in New York City, and

believe he had told us, you know, after about
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five years of enrollnment decline, you know,

it had gone froml believe over a mllion to
somewher e around 900, 000, or maybe a little
bel ow that. That there was then, because of
an influx of many mgrant famlies, that that
had started to tick the student popul ation up
once agai n.

Do you have updated nunbers just in
terms of what your enroll nment nunbers | ook
i ke?

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR WEI SBERG  You
know, again, 3-Kto 12, Assenbl ynenber, is
about 908,000. So we -- a year where we saw
a slight uptick and then this year we saw
basically it being flat.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Ckay. Wuld it be
fair to say that, though, under the current
formula that that mght drive additiona
Foundation Aid dollars to the city given
that, you know, many of these are going to be
Engl i sh | anguage | earners and they're going
to have -- you know, need additi onal
resources under the formnula?

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: Yes. So to
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the extent our enrollnent stays stable --
since of course that's a core piece of the
formul a, and the English | anguage | earner
pi ece, those both do input into how the
current formula supports our students.

And just to touch on before, we did
recommend | ast year updates to both the
English | earner and the students with
disabilities weights within the formula
because they actually don't keep up with the
costs of actually providing those additional
services you're tal king about. But they are
both there in the formula, yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Sure. And that was
going to be the next piece. GObviously, you
know, when we undertook this study -- and
we've all had sonme tinme to digest it, but we
all kind of were like, okay, if we pick and
choose pieces of it, it may not create the
nost fair possible outcone.

And | know with regard certainly to

speci al education costs, English | anguage

| earners -- you know, if you can conment nore

conprehensi vel y about those issues and how,
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you know, if we were doi ng maybe sone form of
a lot of the other reconmendations, whether
that would -- would your nunbers | ook nore

i ke what you were expecting?

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: Yes. So of
course it would depend how you all decide to
i npl enent those reconmendati ons. And even
Rockefell er had a nunber of different things.

But when we | ook at the costs of the
services we're providing in our schools and
the students we're enrolling, we do think one
big one is change to regional costs in
particular. It costs nore to live in
New York City, and that's also a netric in
the formula that hasn't been updated in a
long tine and therefore hasn't kept up with
the rising costs in the city, including the
costs of our teachers, our school s.

So that regional cost piece is a big
one for us. Students with disabilities,
English | earners -- thinking about howto
increase and create a little nore nuance
around the weights the formula al ready

i ncludes for those students. W have
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di sproportionate and grow ng nunbers of
English learners, as you flagged. So those
are really inportant to us as well.

Students in tenporary housing, as the
Senator nentioned earlier, we've worked a
wei ght for theminto our fornula so we can
provi de additional funding there. W think
that would help as well. And the specifics
woul d depend on the nunbers you touched on.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or
Sepul vel -da. Sepul -vee-da, excuse ne.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Say that three
tines in a row.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Sepul veda.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Good afternoon,
Madam Chancellor. As a fellow Bronxite --
where you hail from-- as a fellow Latino, |
amvery proud to have you as the chancell or
of the New York City school system

But beyond that, your experience as a
teacher, a principal, a deputy

superintendent, an acting superintendent, a
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chief of staff -- | can't think of any person
in the State of New York who's in a better
position to handl e our school system our
public school systemthan you. And | offer
you ny cooperation for everything you do for
the kids in our school system

But with that in mnd, | want to know,
as the chancellor, what are your priorities
for the school s?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Senat or, thank you for your ongoing support.
Ever since | was a deputy superintendent, a
superintendent in your district, we have had
a great partnership, and I want to thank you
for that.

My priorities quite sinply are what |
want for ny own child as she's being educated
in our public school system | want access
to an amazing instructional program | want
access to resources that are going to get her
not only to, but through college. | want our
children to be able to go to coll ege
confidently with the soft skills that they

need to be successful in university but also
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beyond.
| nyself, as a young person who nade

it to college, once | got there | had no idea

what | was doing. | didn't know how to
manage ny tinme. | didn't know how to nanage
my noney. | didn't know how to study
properly. | was taught to regurgitate facts

and to take tests and to not think on ny own.
And when | think about the -- when
t hi nk about the issues that plague education,
it is because the system has been set up to
create robotic, conpliant children who then
beconme adults. And then we say, here's the
21st century and we want you to think
creatively and lead creatively. Wll, how
can we have those expectations if we do not
t hi nk outside of the box?
And the work that we are doing with
Fut ure Ready school s, through our Pat hways
program is so inportant. Because for many
of our students -- not all of them but many
of them-- they have to negoti ate between
their basic needs and their aspirations. And

so it is very hard for ne to enjoy an
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enrichment programthat's going to get ne
ready for the SAT or the ACT when | have to
wor k and take care of ny younger siblings or
| have to help ny famly put food on the

t abl e.

Putting $10 million in wages in our
students' pockets while they are in high
school and saying, Here is a tangible,
concrete career that is waiting for you if
you conplete this coursework, nmakes them go
all the way. And that, to ne, gives nme pride
in New York Gty Public Schools.

But what | will say is the foundation,
t he instructional foundation has to be
wonderful as well. And with NYC Reads, it's
step one, that inplenmentation of that
curriculum across New York City is inportant.
But again, it goes back to the interventions
and maki ng sure that all students have access
to that instruction.

Thank you, Senator.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: If | had nore
time, | would ask you about the issue of

mental health, but I'Il catch you later.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
Catalina Cruz.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN CRUZ: Thank you,
Chancel | or, and your team

| want to refer to one of the
guestions that was al ready answered where
| -- I'"mnot exactly sure where we were goi ng
with this, the after-school program and the
noney that was cut. Your team answered that
the famlies were getting this after-school
for free. [1've had famlies, the PTA
president fromat |east two of ny schools who
are payi ng anywhere between 300 to 500 a
week, and this is in a comunity where fol ks
can't afford what is basically a car paynent.
So I"'mtrying to understand when we're saying
that they're getting it for free and when
have famlies paying. So that's nmy first
guesti on.

And then ny second question is the
prior panel talked about the policy that has
been distributed statew de about how school s
shoul d interact with | CE should they show up

at their door. Your team has al so di scussed
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it as policy, that | actually believe that
both policies would be in conpliance with
FERPA to ensure if this was a | aw enforcenent
agency.

But | think what people are failing to
see is that it is a |l aw enforcenent agency
possi bly carrying a civil nature enforcenent.
Because if it is not a judicial order, we
have a separate conversation. And so ny
guestion for that is, is this only based on
regulation, interpretation of the law, or is
there actual city or state |law that dictates
how your teachers and your principals should
be acting?

And then the last is a cooment. You
know, in the era of possible | CE showi ng up
to school in ICE raids, and uncertainty, |
want you to consider how this would interact
with the cell phone ban when it cones to
i npl enenting it.

Thank you.

NYC SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMCS:
Assenbl ywoman, thank you so nuch. And

actual ly remenber personally working with you
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on the after school.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN CRUZ: Onh, yes, thank
you for that.

NYC SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMCS:
And you're absolutely right, that there are
pockets of places where it is not free. W
are getting the details, so that way we can
share that with everyone. | think it's --
that's many fewer cases, but nonethel ess
"few' still neans too many.

So | just want to acknow edge that we
appreci ate your advocacy, because | do
remenber us working with your office on that.

And so to address your second
guestion, | want to be clear that our policy
remai ns intact. And you're absolutely right
around -- you know, in ternms of law. But our
policy, | just want to reiterate for everyone
that it has been inperative for us to train
our principals and our fanmlies around that
exi sting policy.

That being said, there is federal |aw
that requires us not to admt | aw enforcenent

wi thout a judicial warrant pursuant to the
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Fourth and Tenth Amendnments of the
Constitution and Suprene Court precedent. So
the requirenment is not specific to ICE, it is
just the general responsibility of schools to
ensure protection of their students' |egal
constitutional rights.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN CRUZ: And then ny | ast
16 seconds, so it's interpretation by the
city of existing federal law. It is not in
state law, and it is not in city |aw,
correct?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Correct.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN CRUZ:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat e?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Leroy Conri e.

SENATOR COVRI E:  Thank you.

| want to echo Senator Sepul veda. |
had a chance to see you at Bl ack Spectrum a
coupl e of weeks ago; | was very inpressed. |
want to thank you for taking this on. And

what ever | can do to be hel pful, please count
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on ne.

Three qui ck questions. |EPs,
understand you're drowning in issues with
| EPs. Have you come up with a solution to
deal with that? Because | know | EPs are
starting to cost the Board of Education
over -- | think | saw a report -- mllions of
dol | ars, because people are asking for being
pl aced to other schools and creating a major
probl em

Second question, specialized classes.
For wood shop and tech and busi ness
managemnment, are you seeing a drop off of
teachers that are being able to teach those
speci ali zed cl asses? And what can you do to
try to encourage people to conme back, |ike
nmusi ¢ teachers? |'ve been requesting themto
do nore nusic in schools. How can we help
you nake that happen?

And the third question is a request.
The STEAM program that we don't have any
STEAM school s in Queens. Council nenber
WIllians has cone up with a plan. Speaker

Adri enne Adans has a plan. W need all three
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schools. Al so Superintendent {inaudible} has
a plan. W don't have any STEAM schools in
Queens. We're losing parents to the private
school s or other schools because we don't
have enough specialized programs in Queens.

Thank you.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Thank you, Senator. And | want to thank you
so nuch for your support, and it was great
seeing you at the BE-U event the other night
and the work that you're doing to support our
rel aunch of the Black Studies curricul um

SENATOR COVRI E:  Thank you.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
And so | want to -- | want to begin with the
teacher recruitnent piece. You nentioned --
| just want to be clear, the question is
around recruiting for arts? O are you
saying for nyriad |icense areas?

SENATOR COVRI E: For specialized
areas: Arts, nusic, workshops, wood -- you
know, those basic skills, things that we used
to have and we're |l osing teachers in. How

can we help restore that?
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NYC SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMCS:
Yes, absolutely. And before | pass it over
to first deputy chancellor to tal k about sone
of the specifics in our teacher recruitnent
work, it is inportant that we have teachers
who are invested in the communities -- not
only in the licensing areas, but that they
actual |y understand and appreciate the
comunities that they are going to teach in,
and that children see people who | ook |ike
them speak |ike them And so our teacher
pi peline prograns are recruiting nore nen of
color in our system

Qur paraprof essi onal -to-teacher
pipeline is also extrenely inportant. These
are people who are already working in
school s, they know schools really well,
not hi ng' s shocki ng them nothing' s scaring
them and they're still happy to be there, so
why not hel p them becone teachers.

But there are a few other specific
things that | just want to nention really
qui ck before | pass it over to first deputy

chancellor. Al so our essential work to
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uplift the arts has been -- that was a
priority that started under Chancell or David
Banks, and that continues with me. W
understand that for our students, arts is
al so a notivating factor that contributes to
better attendance.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Jackson

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Thank you,
Chai r.

Hi, Chancellor, good to see you.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
H , Assenbl yworman.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  All right, so
just on the whole cell phone ban -- | know
t hat you' ve spoke enough about it. Those
magnets are probably going to be able to be
pur chased from @ anazon. So we want to be
m ndful of those things. | worked in high
schools just like you did, and we know how
creative we can get when we want what we
want .

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:

Yes.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  So | don't
know if it's fool proof, but it's sonething to
t hi nk about .

And |I'"mclear that you said that the
staff shoul d know about needing a judici al
warrant to enter schools. And |I'mjust
wondering, when it conmes to ACS visits, are
staff still on the sane page? Does there
need to be training? Do we need to pay for
trai ning? Because it seens to be
probl emati c.

Wien | was a school social worker, no
one knew what the guideline was, and they act
as if they're police as well when they're
entering our school s.

So is there any guidelines when ACS is
coming into our schools to visit students?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Absol utely. So our Ofice of Community
School s, our chief, Flavia Puello-Perdono,
she has done a nunber of trainings both
internally and | believe also with our CBGs
around ACS.

And | nentioned our fam |y navigator
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programthat we're |ooking to |aunch, where
we would train our famly | eaders. That's
super-inportant.

| will just say, if | may, personally
| know that there are sone famlies who are
reluctant to get information around these
resources and their rights from school s,
because they still see us as authoritative
figures. And so that's why training parent
| eaders, these trusted validators in the
comunity, to share this information and the
gui del i nes around ACS, preventive services --
all the things that you and | have spoke
about before -- is very inportant.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Got it. And
what borough has the | owest graduation rate?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Wi ch borough has the -- unfortunately, |
cannot give you the nost up-to-date data on
t hat .

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  You can get
back to ne.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:

| do know that historically our -- we know
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that the Bronx has had sone very | ow
graduation rates. And when you di saggregate
t hat by student popul ation, such as our
mul tilingual |earners and students with | EPs,
that that does drop as well.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Now that we
know that, and we know that comunity school s
are an exorbitant cost, why is it that we're
not spendi ng nore noney creating comunity
school s within our |owest-graduating-rate
borough? Just to put that thought out there.

One of ny schools, Urban Schol ars
Communi ty School, lost their LEAP grant or
21st-Century -- one of them-- and they told
the students to go to their nei ghboring

comunity center, which there is not one. So

| just want to know -- | know you said there
was $8 mllion. How is that noney maybe
al l ocated -- how are people chosen? How can

nmy schools go out and get it?
CHAl RVAN PRETLOW Is that it?
ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON: No, no, no.
NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTT: So for

the loss of the funds fromthe LEAP grant,
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there were 57 schools that were partnering
with CBOs that received funding fromthat,
and so we gave it to those 57 school s.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Qur school
didn't get it. GCkay, we'll chat. W didn't
get it.

NYC PUBLI C SCHOOLS CFO SCOTIT:  Yes,
pl ease.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: (Ckay. Senat or
Roxanne Per saud.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you.

Thank you, Chancellor. [It's great
seeing you, and I know I'll see you again
t onor r ow.

| just have a couple of questions.
And first is to touch on funding for public
schools. | was at a school last week -- | go
visit all my schools -- and the principal is
dependent on her coll eagues from ot her
schools to help her with resources in our
school , because her school is underfunded.
Wiy is that -- howis it possible that a
school is underfunded? She said she gets

what ever allocation. By the time she's paid,
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you know, the teachers that she needs to keep
t here, she has no noney. How is that
possi bl e?

NYC SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMCS:
| "' m happy to give you a few factors that
contribute to that.

So one is there is an average teacher
salary, and in schools that have managed to
mai ntain their teachers for a very long
period of time -- which isn't sonmething we
want themto be punished for, it's a great
thing -- their average teacher salary is
significantly higher.

The other thing is the nost obvious:
It istied to enrollment. |If a school has
| oner funding, it's because they are
underenrolled. This adm nistration has
actually put nore noney into schools and
districts than any other administration --
and | have lived that, because when | was a
principal, that was not the case.

And so even with that, though, if the
enrol l ment is dropping, then that neans that

schools will get lower funding. So just to
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gi ve you a concrete exanple, | was one of
t hose schools at first.

When | took over ny school, ny
enrol | ment was declining very quickly, and I
was on a shared canpus and so ny col | eagues
wer e kind enough to provide ne with
resources. They allowed ne to pay part of a
soci al worker so that way | had access to a
social worker. | wouldn't have themfive
days a week, but if | had students in crisis,
| was able to access the social worker.

Again, this was before the great work
that our Gty Council did to nmake sure that
there were nore social workers in schools.

SENATOR PERSAUD: That being said, how
do we change the formul a? Because you want
schools to retain teachers. You want to
encourage themto remain in the school. So
if you have a teacher staying there, you want
to make sure you're paying them But you
al so want to nmake sure you have the resources
so that the students receive the best.

NYC SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMCS:

You're a hundred percent right, Senator. And
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this is why we've been so vocal around the
updati ng of the Foundation Aid formula. W
need that additional noney. And nost
i mportantly, we cannot sustain a cut.

The other thing is we are actively
wor king with our schools to support with
enroll ment. W need to nake sure that we're
getting the nessage out there that New York
City Public Schools is doing great things and
trying our best to boost enrollnment. So it's
a mul tipronged approach to bringing kids back
into New York Gty Public Schools, but also
that funding is critical

SENATOR PERSAUD: Ckay. And with the
few seconds | have left, we have to have a
conversation about collocations, particularly

with the charter schools and public schools

that are collocating. W still have this
inequity. W still have charter schools
bei ng given preferential -- where our public

school students are not receiving the sane
ki nds of treatnent, the sane kinds of
resources that the charter schools are

receiving in collocated public spaces.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you, Senator.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Phef f er Amat o.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO.  Hi, nice
to meet you. Wl cone.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Nice to neet you. Thank you

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATQO
Comm ssi oner -- Chancellor, I'msorry, first,
before | even get started, plus-one on the
STEAM f or Sout heast Queens. W need our
share of schools like that. W have
brilliant students and they need that
opportunity.

For me I'"'mgoing to pivot alittle bit
on ny question earlier, so you were here.
There are several thousand children in
New York City with I ESPs who have not been
recei ving mandat ed services during this
recent school year. As it's been reported,
the New York City DOE appeared to devel op or

establish new requirenents that were not
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properly conveyed to parents and set an
arbitrary June 1st deadline. Mny parents
wer e shockingly informed that their request
for their child to get special -needs services
wer e deni ed.

My question is, why were the new
requi renents not sent out or distributed or
sort of given in advance? And what has the
city done to make this m stake or change the
approach that the kids are getting the
services? As you say, it's about serving our
chi | dren.

In addition, we're asking parents to
sign a waiver that they won't sue the city if
t hey accept the special -needs services at
this tinme.

So what can we do about this? Because
there are parents who are paying for these
servi ces out of pocket or the kids are not
getting their services.

NYC SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMCS:
Assenbl ywoman, thank you so nuch for that
guesti on.

Before | pass it over to first deputy
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chancellor to really go into the I ESP work
that you're discussing, | do want to address
qui ckly, because | didn't get to address it
with Senator Conrie. W are very much

enj oyi ng worki ng with Council nenber WIIians
and hearing about her ideas around a Queens
STEAM Center. (bviously these are not easy
things to | aunch, but we are in conversation
with her and we're al so excited about the
revitalization of August Martin -- which are
two separate things, but nonethel ess bringing
a lot of great stuff to Sout heast Queens.

And I'Il ask first deputy chancell or
to tal k about | ESPs.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO  But
before you go there, so she's called -- you
know, we had a conversation and she's pulling
inus to helpin this effort. So whatever
you need fromus, if it's a discussion
about -- you can't have a borough that does
not have their fair share.

And for a person who represents the
Rockaway Peni nsul a, we never get our fair

share on the peninsula, so |I'm happy to have
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nmy kids on the peninsula feed into these
Sout heast Queens school s, because they do
travel. So we have to address this inequity
for our district.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Thank you so much

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO.  Yup.

WIlling to work with you in any way possi bl e.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Fantastic, thank you.

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR WEI SBERG |'ve
got to make a pitch, if we're tal king about
Sout heastern Queens, for a new school that
we're so happy is comng to Southeastern
Queens, which is HBCU Prep, where our
students will get to earn an associate's
degree from Del aware State while they're in
hi gh school. So just want to say that -- |
know it doesn't address the STEAM Center
but --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO | want
one on the peninsula. Now that you have two
that -- you know, all to yourself, you could

put one on the peninsula because it's hard
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for our kids to get there, so they --

(Overtal k.)

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR VEI SBERG W
are -- and just to say | know we have sone
friends fromthe Bronx and we have a great
STEAM Center in Brooklyn, my borough. But we
are now focused on opening in the Bronx.
Queens i s next.

(Overtal k.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR WEI SBERG
Queens i s next.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  C ock reset.

Senat e?

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUECER: Hi. | believe
|'mthe [ ast Senator, unless we have sone
three-m nute foll owups. So 10 m nutes,
thank you. But | won't need 10 m nutes.

So, one, | already enjoyed our
conversation earlier, and | know you're
comng to ny district to check one of ny
fascinating school canpuses on Friday, so |I'm
| ooki ng forward to that

Peopl e keep asking nme what the city's
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policies right now on the Gfted & Tal ented
prograns are. | know there's always been
some controversy around maki ng sure that
there's diversity and that they're in al
communities. | know frommnmy own experience |
have several in elenmentary schools that are
literally on the border of districts, one on
t he border of East Harlem and the Upper
East Side. And | just want to say having the
Gfted & Tal ented has nmade t he whol e schoo
stronger because parents actually felt rmuch
nore secure about sending their kids to a
school that they were a little worried about
in history, but nowis really such a nice
bl endi ng of the soci oeconom cs and raci al
di f ferences between East Harlem and the
Upper East Side. And | think it's really
proved to be a plus for all the kids and what
we should be ainmng for.
So I'"mjust curious what current
policy is, because | get a little confused.
NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Senat or, thank you. Before | pass it over to

first deputy chancellor to get into the
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details, | just want to say that in this
adm ni stration our philosophy has really been
to respond to the needs of the comunity.

So on top of working through the
challenges with Gfted & Tal ented prograns,
al so nmaking sure that we are openi ng new
schools with great prograns -- as an exanpl e,
Bronx and Brooklyn Bard, but al so the HBCU
school that is opening as well. So it's a
conmbi nati on of things that we are doing. But
we respond to the needs of the conmunity.

And so that's one thing that | just want us
to know before passing it to first deputy
chancel | or.

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR WEI SBERG
Thanks so nuch, Chancellor. And thank you,
Senator. Good to see you.

So the first thing we did in this
adm nistration -- | think you alluded to it,
was -- because we woul d see that there were
G&T prograns in sone parts of the city but
not every district inthe city. And we heard
fromat | east sonme parents -- not al

parents, but sonme parents wanted to have a
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G fted & Tal ented program cl ose to hone.

So the first thing we nade sure is
there was at |east one Gfted & Tal ented
programin each district. That was the first
t hi ng.

Beyond that, we expected our
superintendents, who are really there, they
work for the chancellor to make sure they are
listening to the comunity and under st andi ng
the demands in the conmunity. Not for us to
make an ideol ogi cal decision or a Tweet and
say, We think there should be nore of this
and less than this. [It's really about what
are the famlies asking for. [It's great to
hear that you have sonme really successfu
Gfted & Talented progranms in your district.
Wuld |ove to talk to the superintendents who
operate in your district to talk about how we
can expand those.

And exactly right, when they work
well, they don't just help the kids who are
in that particular program they really
i mprove the quality of instruction and the

rigor in the entire school. That's what
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we' re | ooking for.

There are sonme schools that are
adamant, they don't want Gfted & Tal ented
progranms. Terrific, that's great. You can
have a wonderful school w thout Gfted &

Tal ented. But we want to provide that

option. And so we're seeing a steady

i ncrease in the nunber of these prograns
because what's happening is parents' voice is
being filtered through the superintendents
before thembringing it to us.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

| know I have one school that's an
el enentary school, plus Gfted & Tal ent ed,
pl us a huge nunber of mgrant children. And
visiting there, it all seens to be bl ending
in a wonderful way for everyone. And the
parents are supportive, the teachers are
great, the principal's great. |'m happy to
have you cone take a look. It's on East 97th
Street; you can probably | ook up the address
easily. And it's really |I think a nodel for
so many ot her school s.

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR WEI SBERG It
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absolutely is. And if you go to places |ike
Luperon H gh School, you will see that
students who are English | anguage | earners
are doing the absolute nost rigorous,

hi ghest -1 evel academic work. So this old

i dea that students who have particul ar
chal l enges -- they have an | EP or what have
you, or they're just |earning English --
can't do gifted prograns is incorrect. And
|"mglad that you' re seeing that nyth go away
in your district.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Great, thank you.
|"mnot going to give up -- I'"'mnot going to
use any nore of ny tinme because | will talk
to the chancel |l or again on Friday.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you, Senator.

Assenbl ywoman Si non.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.

Thank you, Chancellor, for your
testimony and for speaking with ne about --
and really engagi ng on sone of these issues.

So | just want to say |I'mvery pleased

to -- very encouraged by sonme of the
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addi tions, including additional coaching for
teachers in rolling out NYC Reads. It's a
bi g endeavor, and it wasn't going to happen
overnight, and I'mglad to see that we're
focusing on that and being realistic.

| also wanted to -- because | know
this is also about libraries. W've talked
about school libraries, both classroom
libraries as well as within the schools. And
that is the opportunity we have to get rid of
sone of these | eveled readers, but also to
bring in decodable texts. Right? That's
going to be very aligned with NYC Reads as
wel | as the science of reading and everything
that we know we need to start doing
differently.

So | want to encourage you, as you
start refilling those books and naki ng new
pur chases, start phasing out sone of these
t hings and bringing in decodabl e texts.

And al so, because |I'm now chairing
Mental Health, is social workers in the
schools. How nany do we need? Wat would it

take to provide the nunber of social workers
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in our schools to really adequately serve our
students? And what m ght that cost?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Thank you, Assenbl ywonman. And it was really
great having our instructional conversation
with you. | don't get to have those that
of t en.

And so | just want to point out,
t hough, data that | didn't have before and
the teampulled for me. W actually did
purchase $4 mllion worth of decodabl e books.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON: Wonder f ul .

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
So while we are investing in those decodabl e
books, to Assenblyman Carroll's earlier
point, we still need to do an overhaul of the
ones that are still there, nake sure they're
not being used. Again, part of a phased
inventory. So thank you for your patience,
and thank you for pointing out.

And in ternms of the social worker
pi ece, again, we know that we have increased
a great deal in the nunber of social workers

over the last few years. And I'mgoing to
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pass it over to first deputy chancellor to
tell you those nunbers, and then what it
woul d take in terns of expansion.

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR WEI SBERG. | ' ||
say right at the begi nning, good to see you,
Assenbl ymenber. 1t's not enough, but just in
terms of progress, over the |last 10 years
we' ve increased the nunber of school social
wor kers by 70 percent. So we're naking
progress. Even in the last three years,
we've increased it by over 7 percent. So
we're continuing to see nore social workers,
which is a huge pl us.

In terns of, you know, what is the
total need, it's a great question. And I
don't think we have that answer. And, you
know, the cost is easier. W can certainly
break down what it costs to, you know, pay a
social worker. That is a known fact.

You know, what is the optinmal nunber?
|"mnot sure. Part of -- you know, part of
what | think bears being said here,
principals have a | ot of discretion. The

chancel l or was alluding to that from when she
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was a principal. W try to put noney out to
schools in a way that doesn't have strings
attached. So they nake these decisions very
of ten about whether to put noney towards a
soci al worker.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman M t aynes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: Thank you.

| "' m Assenbl ywoman Marcela M taynes.
represent the 51st Assenbly District.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW W1 I you speak into
the mc, please? | can't hear you.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: |'m
Assenbl ywoman Marcela Mtaynes, and |
represent the 51st Assenbly district, and
that's South Brooklyn along the waterfront.
| have a very large imm grant community, and
up until even a couple of hours ago I'mstil
getting notices about possible ICE in our
comunity.

But ny question to the DOE is
currently about enployed teachers and support
staff or other staff. Are any of those that

are enpl oyed DACA recipients?
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NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
So anyone who is working in New York City
Publ i c Schools, we make sure that they are
| egally authorized to work.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: So i f,
hypot hetically, I CE or sone other agent
wanted to conme and renove an enpl oyee or a
vol unteer or a parent?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Qur policy is there to protect everyone in
t he school building. Wthout a judicial
warrant, they cannot enter the buil ding.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: What if they
have a judicial warrant?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Then unfortunately they are permtted to
enter.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: That's your
stance on what you're going to do?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
That is what the policy dictates.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: Right. And
SO we're going back to there's policy, but

there's no | aw.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

299

Can you tal k about trauma-inforned
educational practices?

NYC SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMCS:
Absol utely. Trauma-informed practices, it's
a host of strategies used to support students
who are experiencing or have experienced
traumatic events in their lives. Qur -- we
can get you the data on the nunber of
teachers that have been trained. But it has
been a priority for us to make sure that our
teachers and our counselors are trained in
trauma-i nfornmed care

These include deescal ati on, coping
mechani sms. This is also part of the work
that | did when | was chief of staff and
| eadi ng m ndful practices through the UFT.
We have a partnership with Mnd Up where
teachers and students are getting training on
m ndful ness. All of -- these are a host of
practices that are both restorative in nature
but al so addressing trauma that children and,
quite frankly, sometines teachers bring into
t hese spaces.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: Woul d you
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identify ICE coming to a school to interview
a child consistent with trauma-infornmed
educational practices?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
It is not. And we know that with everything
our famlies are experiencing and the fear
that they are experiencing, as well as our
educators, we know that we have -- there is a
soci al / enoti onal conponent here where we need
to make sure that we are attentive to their
needs. W have plans to continue to offer
trauma-i nfornmed care practice training to our
staff, especially during this critical tine.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: At a tinme
where folks are very sensitive and we're
seeing -- I'magetting calls from school s
about the dropping nunbers. To say that this
isn't directly connected --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you,
Assenbl ywonan.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: -- it feels
like a disservice to the people that are
bringing -- are giving you their children to

t ake care of.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN M TAYNES: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynman
Pi rozzol o.

ASSEMBLYMAN PI ROZZOLO  Good
afternoon. Wl conme, Chancellor. Thank you
for being here.

' m Sam Pirozzolo from Staten |sl and,
and 1'd like to say that this is ny third
heari ng, but probably the first tine | can
recall that anyone's reached out to ne on
your behalf to ask if | had any questions
that coul d possibly be answered. So I'd |ike
to thank Brandon Bl oonfield, who hel ps you
with that. And he's a good guy; if we had
nore like him it would certainly be good.

Unfortunately, | just thought of a
guestion | really didn't -- | didn't discuss
with him so please don't take it the wong
way. But it would lead to the IESP, the
| -E-S-P situation. | know that really wasn't
you, that kind of got dropped in your Iap.
But we checked this norning to see what the

current situation was, and apparently about
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notification |I guess on a website, it says
about 70 percent of parents have reenrolled
in the program

Wul d you have any nunbers that m ght
detail nore Staten Island, District 31, nore
specifically?

And then what's being done for the
parents who haven't signed the waiver yet?

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR VEEI SBERG  Thank
you for working with us, Assenbl ynenber, on
this issue. And it is a tough issue.

W have been able to arrange
services -- I'mnot sure -- | want to make
sure | understand your question correctly. |
don't have Staten Island-specific nunbers,
but we'll get those for you right away.

ASSEMBLYMAN Pl ROZZOLO  Great.

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR WEI SBERG
Overall, we've had about 80 percent, plus
percent, of the famlies that weren't able to
file the notice on tine get services, get
their P4 voucher, which we're pleased about.
And hopefully that nunmber will continue to go

up citywide. So that's about 80-pl us
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per cent .

But we'll check and see what it is in
District 31.

ASSEMBLYMAN Pl ROZZOLO. Ckay, great.
And anytinme you'd like to have a conversation
about Gfted & Talented, that would be great.

FI RST DEP. CHANCELLOR VEEI SBERG  Oh,
yes. Absolutely.

ASSEMBLYMAN PI ROZZOLO 1'd certainly
like to participate in that.

And | have to say, Chancellor, it was
a bit of a breath of fresh air to hear what
you sai d before about teaching students how
to take standardi zed tests, just one question
after another, and turning theminto robots.
My son was hone-school ed all through mddle
school, and actually ny daughter in her | ast
three years of high school. And when we
decided to return ny son back into high
school, all of his teachers came up to us
during the PTA neeting -- not PTA, but
through the visits for report cards -- and
every one of them wanted to know where he

went to school because of his | evel of
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know edge of subjects and topics.

So just to say again, | nean, being
di verse in your teaching will take care of
taking the test. Because he still did well

on his test, as so did ny daughter.

So thank you for not, you know, being
afraid to break away fromthat nodel. But I
think the diversity in teaching, and not
teaching to the test, is a very, very
i mportant thing. Thank you so nuch.

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Thank you, Assenbl ynenber.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Hooks, three m nutes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HOCKS: Hello. Thank
you, Chancellor, for your testinony today.

So | have a real concern that parents
of students in schools have. And | went to
several schools in ny district, and it seens
to be the general concern for everyone. And
the question | have is the Governor put new
funding in the budget to support the
uni versal school lunch and breakfast program

whi ch is absolutely phenonenal. How are you
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assuring that the nmeals are healthy but not
absent of quality, taste and appearance, to
control the anmount of waste from food being
thrown away by the students? O that parents
have to still give noney to their children
for lunch because they do not |ike the food?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Thank you so rmuch, Assenbl ynmenber, for that
guestion. And as a parent of a New York City
school student, she canme to ne on Friday and
she said, | really love the PB&J, but you
have to do sonet hi ng about the vegan nuggets.

(Laughter.)

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
And so we have done a ton of work. And
before | pass it over to Deputy Chancell or
Vadehra to tal k about the details -- but
there are a couple of pieces to this.

One is that we are not wasting food.
That is so inportant. As soneone who grew up
with food insecurity issues herself, and not
knowi ng where her next neal would cone from
we pride ourselves on our Shared Table

Initiative where food that can safely be
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repur posed and shared with famlies,
connecting themto food pantries, is
sonmet hing that we' ve expanded across the
st at e.

And we've also had taste tests with
students thensel ves, and they give us
feedback. | tell you, as nuch as you al
give us very clear feedback, there is nothing
i ke receiving feedback from students. It
can be a little harsh sonetines. Your skin
needs to be thick. But they are really
guiding the nenu for us. W're not all the
way done, but that work has comnmenced and
gr own.

So I"'mgoing to pass it to Deputy
Chancel | or Vadehra to talk nore about it.

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: | just took
not es on her vegan nugget point in terns of
t aki ng i nedi at e f eedback.

So | do want to say one thing just
broadly. W are excited for the Governor's
proposal. It's also sonething we've been
doing in New York City for years now. W

al ready have universal free breakfast and
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lunch. W are serving roughly 800,000 neal s
a day across the systemcurrently.

We do everything we can to take
f eedback, and we are continuing trying to get
better. And we're happy to conme do a visit
with you to a school to hear directly from
st udent s.

W make an effort -- you know, every
day there are nultiple options available for
students. W think that is inportant. W' ve
t aken sone aggressive feedback on sonme of the
vegan options, and we're continuing to work
to inprove those. W do do student taste
tests. W do do student surveys. | spent
90 minutes yesterday with some student food
advocates who were giving us very specific
f eedback on sonme of the specific nmenu
options, but also on things |like "How do you
make sure we have the condinents, in case
that's what we need?" So | will say we're in
a constant feedback cycle there and are happy
to take nore.

The one other thing I will note, just

because -- or | will not.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN HOCKS: | would Iike a
survey.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat or ?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Second round for Chair John Liu,

t hree m nutes.

SENATOR LI U Thank you, Madam Chair.

Thanks for taking all these questions,
and thank you for thanking us for the
guestions. You're quite wel cone.

You know, | don't knowif this is
going to be a question. You can respond to
any of it. But, you know, the Departnent of
Education or New York City Public Schools
continues to say for the last two years that

you're in conpliance with the cl ass-size

reduction law, which is actually enshrined in

the New York State Constitution, 46 percent
at this point, even though the | aw requires
40 percent.

But the reality is that the departnent
has done virtually nothing to achieve that.

In fact, when we passed the legislation it




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

309

was al ready at 58 percent conpliance.

So there has been very little done,
Chancellor. So |I do have a question for you.
And the question is, is it necessary to
reduce class sizes in New York City? And do
you consider the | aw an unfunded nandate?

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
Senator, | want to go back to the idea that
we' ve done virtually nothing and respectfully
di sagr ee.

When we net earlier inmy tine in
Al bany a few weeks ago, one of the things
that we pointed to is the work that we've
done with UFT and CSA -- it was al so part of
my testinmony -- in terns of giving schools an
opportunity to submt proposals that would
allow for themto nake adjustnents to neet
t he cl ass-size mandate on their own.

SENATOR LIU. Al right, so --

NYC SCHOCOLS CHANCELLOR AVI LES- RAMOS:
That is incredibly inmportant, Senator,
because we know t hat when we give principals
t he autonony to nmake the program shifts and

t he space shifts necessary to conply, it's
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better than us swooping in and doi ng those
mandates. So that's one.

The second thing is you and | al so
di scussed the need for new schools. And |
know that the first deputy chancellor has
that data in terns of the schools that we
have al ready opened and the schools that we
have, quite a few are in your district --

SENATOR LIU: It's reflected in the
school construction plan. And | think you
told ne that the total anobunt offered to the
750 school s that have applied for this
cl ass-si ze reduction funding is about
$80 million -- all right, how nuch was it,
then? Dan is -- Dan's head's going to fal
of .

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: So -- so
first of all, we put $200 million in |ast
year dedicated to class size and other CAE
purposes. W al so asked all of our
superintendents to make progress in their
districts. W do think that's how we got to
46 percent. W don't think it was from doi ng

not hi ng.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

311

For this year we actually haven't put
out a nunber in terns of what funding will be
avai l able to schools yet. W're in the
possess of review ng the 750-plus
applications, as are our UFT and CSA
partners. W are |ooking to put --

SENATOR LIU. Al right, I'mrunning
out of time here, so let ne say that --

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: -- city and
state funding in.

SENATOR LIU.  -- two hundred, maybe
$300 mllion is what the departnent's
offering up. And the chancellor's saying
it's going to cost $1.5 billion.

DEP. CHANCELLOR VADEHRA: That's what
we offered up |l ast year. That noney is
mai nt ai ned in school budgets this year, and
we expect to put in nore for the 750.

SENATOR LIU. | will sinply add
t hat --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank -- thank you.

SENATOR LIU. | will sinply add that
the New York City Public Schools in

Foundation Aid is getting $1.8 billion --
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW | said thank you,

Senat or .
(Overtal k.)
SENATOR LIU.  -- annually, nore than
t he Adans adm nistration -- than how much the

school s got before the Adanms adm ni stration

Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: Do not answer the
guesti on.

SENATOR LI U Thank you.

CHAIl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you,
Senat or Li u.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ckay, thank you,
Senat or Li u.

SENATOR LI U Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you,
Chancellor. And thank you, staff of
chancellor. This actually concludes this
portion or this phase of the hearing.

UNI DENTI FI ED ASSEMBLYMEMBER:  Can
ask somet hi ng?

CHAl RMAN PRETLOW  You're not on ny
list. You didn't get ne -- sorry. Next

tine.
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CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
You' re done.

CHAl RMVAN PRETLOWN  Anyway, you're
done. Thank you.

And so the next phase we're going into
wi |l consist of panels. There will be from
four to seven individuals on a panel. Each
person presenting will be limted to
three mnutes. All legislators will also be
l[imted to three minutes. | really don't
want to sound obnoxi ous and tal k over people
when the buzzer goes off, but we have 38 nore
i ndi vidual s to present before us today.

Sol will call the first panel up, and
it consists of United Federation of Teachers,
New York State United Teachers, Council of
School Supervisors and Adm ni strators, and
School Adm ni strators Associ ation of New York
St at e.

Pl ease take any conversations outside
whil e the next panel gets set up.

Ms. Pheffer and M. Carroll, I"'mreferring to
you. And you're not listening to nme, M. --

(Overtal k.)
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CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Bobby -- Bobby,
take it outside.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Tel |l Stacey, cone
on.

(Laughter; off the record.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOWN Before we start, ny
suggestion woul d be since we already have
your witten testinonies, rather than just
read the testinony to us, sumarize it and
you can get nore of your editorializations
in. But we only have three m nutes each,
so -- how do you want to start?

(I naudi bl e.)

M5. PERSON: Well, good afternoon, it
is great to be back here again testifying
before all of you. | want to start by saying
sonmething that | don't think we cel ebrate
enough in New York State. Geat things are
happening in New York State's public schools.
Qur schools are sone of the best in the
nation, and that is no accident. It is
| argel y because of the conmm tnent by many of

the people in this room and our educators,
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and all of the people in our school buildings
who every day put our students first.
Qur student population is one of the
nost diverse in the nation and has sone of
t he hi ghest needs. Mdre than half of our
students qualify for free or reduced-price
| unch and speak over 200 | anguages in
New York Gty --
MR, MULGREW Two hundred and thirty.
M5. PERSON: Two hundred and thirty.
But fromleading the nation in
advanced pl acenent courses and scores to
fostering creativity through innovative
career and technical prograns to closing the
achi evenent gap to increasing graduation
rates, we are succeedi ng.
| also want to say, |ooking at the
Executive Budget, our support inmrediately for
uni versal school neals and for the Governor's
proposed di straction-free | earning policy.
The thing that | want to focus on
today is career and technical education. CTE
prograns are the future of our schools and

our state workforce. These prograns align
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hands-on experiential |earning with workforce
needs in fields fromcybersecurity to
heal t hcare to advanced manufacturing. It is
no secret that kids |ove these prograns, and
they actually make themwant to cone to
school

But the funding formula for BOCES and
for Special Services Aid, the category that
funds these prograns in the Big 5 school
di stricts have not been updated since the
early '90s. This caps instructor aid |evels,
limting expansi on of these programs. Every
BOCES that | have visited has | ong waiting
lists for prograns |like health careers, areas
where we have severe workforce shortages in
t he state.

And by correcting and updating these
funding forrmul as we can begin to address
t hese needs and refocus us on the extrenely
successful program of Career and Techni cal
Educat i on.

| also want to nention Foundation Aid.
W' ve begun the process of updating the

formula. We need to continue to | ook at
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regi onal cost, how we are paying for English
| anguage | earners. The current weighting is
insufficient. It does not cover the breadth
of services that our students require, and
needs to be | ooked at as well.

| also want to nention the extrene
needs of our students around mental health.
Ri ght now 94 percent of our districts have
expanded the provision of services, and over
the | ast two decades, we've seen the need for
services nore than double. W need to nake
sure that we're investing in providing those
servi ces because our kids are truly -- they
truly need these services in order to be
ready to | earn.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR. MULGREW Thank you. Thank you,
everyone. My nane is Mchael Miulgrew. |'m
the president of the United Federation of
Teachers of New York City.

And | would like first to start with
"@Qung Hei Fat Choi" to you all, which if you
don't know is Happy New Year. And we're

happy that there's children across our state
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having this day off, but always we have to
get our work done.

So | want to then be clear with
everyone, because | heard sonme of the
guestions, and ny phone is ringing off the
hook constantly at this nonment. W are doing
everything, and we have clarified all of the
policies to our school comrunities in terms
of what needs to be done and what the process
shoul d be, if there is any, which we have no
evi dence that a single one has happened yet
internms of ICE trying to enter a school.

And we've sent out the state
regul ations, but we also sent it out in
English so actually people could understand
it. So they now have that.

| want to start with Foundation A d.
Foundation Aid is very inportant right nowin
New York City. You discussed cl ass si ze.
Foundation Aid is now directly tied to the
class size law for New York City. And we
appreci ate what the Governor has done in the
initial budget in terms of Foundation Aid,

and we appreciate also that you added in --
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not added in, but you updated the poverty

i ndex. But we need to update other indexes
al so because just updating that one has
caused sonmewhat of an inequity in terms of
Foundation Aid when it comes to New York City
conpared to the rest of the state. And |

| ook forward to naking that happen.

| also want to nake you all aware that
when you clarified the law | ast year we were
very -- we were very serious about naking
sure it was followed. W have filed an
of ficial conplaint with SED about OVB of New
York City supplanted $10 mllion of education
funding. We will come up here. Your noney
that you send for education needs to get to
the children. It should not be supplanted by
the local nunicipalities.

When it cones to the workforce issues
we're all facing, we're facing themboth in
education and in healthcare. W're
fl oundering, folks, just floundering. W
have to come up with a better way, and we
have to come up with better progranms where we

can attract and retain both educators and
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peopl e who want to work in schools, as well
as nurses. And with the shortages that we
continue to have, especially with

par apr of essi onal s and peopl e in speci al
education, it is now beconming a crisis and we
need to get that fixed.

As Melinda al so spoke to, the CTE
conmponent | want you all to understand that
the teachers of this state were the ones who
constructed the first mcrochip manufacturing
curriculum and that is being taught in parts
of Syracuse as well as New York Cty. And it
is already a certified program

And | cannot stop to say if we're
going toreally do it with the healthcare --
with the workforce shortage, this is not
goi ng away. Every public-sector worker in
the State of New York understands that Tier 6
with the age 63 is not helping us at all.

And it needs to be fixed. No way teachers
are going to stay, when they start at 21, to
the age of 63. W need this fixed.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.
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MR RUBIO Cood afternoon, and thank
you for the opportunity to speak with you
today. M nane is Henry Rubio. | amthe
presi dent of the Council for School
Supervi sors and Admi nistrators. And as nany
of you know, we represent 6500 in-service
school adm nistrators and about 11, 000
retired school adm nistrators from New York
City, along with four conversion charters.
And | al so represent nearly 200 early
chi | dhood directors who are subsi di zed by
New York City's Early Chil dhood Education
Centers.

|"mhere in partnership with our state
affiliates, the School Adm nistrators
Associ ation of New York State, and appreciate
t he opportunity to be here.

We're grateful for all that the
Governor's proposals do for students, and we
thank her for fully funding the Foundation
Aid fornula and for the robust conversations
we' ve having the |ast couple of nonths due to
t he needed changes we all recogni ze.

We fully support the Governor's vision




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

322

to achi eve both universal childcare and
uni ver sal school neals.

School | eaders know t he excessive use
of cell phones can have harnful effects on
children, and we support the Governor's
efforts to limt the use of cell phones during
school hours. And we will continue to work
with you and her teamto refine that
| egi slation that would allow for sone
flexibility.

St udent health and safety and
wel | -being are the guiding priorities of our
uni on nmenbers, and we commend the CGovernor
for her proposal for investnments in
school - based health centers and additi onal
i nvestnments in extended day and after-school
progranms, which we know are so inportant for
our famlies.

However, we nust do nore before you
finalize this budget, and we | ook forward to
wor ki ng col | aboratively with each of you in
the com ng weeks to ensure that our schools
have everything that they need.

And while we support the intention
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behi nd the Governor's proposed changes to the
Foundation Aid fornmula, replacing the poverty
factor will have a disproportionate inpact on
New York City schools and New York City
children -- you' ve heard that many tinmes
today already -- w thout considering the

ot her recomendations in the testinony that
we subnitted today, which includes weights
for ELLs, special -needs students, and

t enporary housing, et cetera.

And let me be clear. CSA, | as the
uni on president, fully support smaller class
sizes, but far too many of our schools and
districts don't have enough space, and the
funding conming to New York City nust reach
the classroom W nust hold the system
accountable, and it nust reach the school and
the classroom Just renenber that by 2028,
New York City schools will need a billion
dol lars for construction, approximtely 900
addi tional new teachers, and the additional
supervi sors to adequately support and
supervi se our newest colleagues joining the

pr of essi on.
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Now, safety remains a pressing issue
for us. W' ve seen nore viol ence, weapons,
assaults in schools but nostly outside of
schools in our communities. Every school
needs an appoi nted assistant principal to
ensure proper safety, proper staffing, and
support for both students and teachers alike.
So we urge you all to support S1396 and
A2605, legislation that requires an appointed
assistant principal for the issues of safety
in every school

Thank you for the opportunity to be
here. Happy New Year, and Happy Lunar
New Year .

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

MS. GALLACGHER: Honorable Chairs and
di stingui shed col |l eagues, |I'm Cynthi a
Gl | agher, and |I'mrepresenting the school
adm ni strators of New York State. | would
like to highlight six particular areas of the
Governor's budget as a response of our 22,000
nmenbers and 8,000 retirees.

First, the Foundation Aid anpbunt, the
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cornerstone of the Foundation Aid fornul a,
needs to reflect the scope and anmount of work
that schools are doing currently. Certainly
t he amount of work and the type of work that
our school districts are required to do to
neet the needs of students is not the same as
when the fornmula was crafted in 2007.
Secondly, in regards to
di sruption-free zones, aka cell phone policy,
SAANYS | ast week sent out a survey to all of
our nmenbers, and we had a very robust
response. Seventy percent of our nenbers
responded back that they did in fact support
a cell phone policy that limted the use of
cel | phones or other internet-enabl ed devices,
but 70 percent also said that they supported
a policy that would provide |ocal discretion
as to the policy and the inplenentation.
Seventy percent said that they already had
cel | phone policies, and 50 percent said that
t hat woul d change the best practices and
policies that they already felt were working
for their school clinmate.

Third, the salary cap wai ver needs to
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be extended. The shortage in many areas has
continued to be acute, even nore so than | ast
year, and the retirees fill positions in a
way that the current pool of candi dates does
not .

Fourth, COLA. Qur retirees need to
have pensions that keep pace with
accelerating costs. It is inmportant for
their owm well-being, but it is also
i nportant to acknow edge the roles that they
play in many of our young famlies. They
often provide the daycare -- and in fact,
about 22 percent nationally of retirees
provi de that daycare -- over $10,000 for
their famlies, direct nonetary support, and
many are head of households for their
grandchi | dren.

Fifth, the Governor introduced the
concept of universal daycare. It will be
inportant to assure that the prom se of
uni versal pre-Kis not |lost and that we do
not continue to exacerbate an al ready
fragnented early chil dhood system

And | astly, we would respectfully
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request that there be additional noney for
pr of essi onal devel opnent for our building
adm nistrators. In the current budget there
is noney for our teachers to receive such

pr of essi onal devel opnent, and we woul d
likewise |ike to see sone additional funding
go to our | eaders.

Thank you very much for your tinme, and
|"msure we will be entertaining your
guestions as we go.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

M. Magnarelli?

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Again, 1'd
like to say thank you all for being here. |
appreciate it. | know everybody up here
appreci ates your testinony and your being
here.

Just a general question. M -- you
know, |I'm from Syracuse, okay? So ny m ndset
is what's happening in the Syracuse area, not
only the Syracuse City School District, but
the districts around it. The one thing that
| hear that nost people -- and | don't say

just students or parents, but also teachers
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and everybody has a concern about, is safety
in the schools. Gkay? It's kind of like |
don't understand how we can have school s
function if in fact they are not safe. Okay?

And this does not nmean only naking
sure there aren't guns there, but just the
protocols and what is needed to make sure
that students aren't in fights with students,
that other people aren't getting into the
school. Just had a news article yesterday, a
wonman was -- pled to assaulting a teacher and
sending the teacher to the hospital, and now
is going to be serving two years in jail,
which | don't know how that hel ps her or her
famly at all.

But, you know, the bottomline is
peopl e are concerned about safety. Can
sonebody talk to me about your thoughts --
not just nore noney, but what are we going to
do about that?

M5. PERSON: Well, | can say it was
just last year that the Workpl ace Viol ence
Prevention Act was passed by this body, by

bot h houses, and signed by the Governor, to
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finally include schools as a workpl ace that
woul d be protected and woul d be able to bring
in the Departnment of Labor when we believe
that there was a workpl ace viol ence concern

And that | aw has been sl owy begi nning
to be inplenmented, so we are hopeful that it
is going to make a difference in our school
bui l dings. But what it has done already is
gi ven our nenbers, working every day in our
school buil dings, the opportunity to bring to
their adm nistration concerns around staffing
| evel s, which are often a chall enge when
there are training problens, where people
have not received the training necessary to
do their jobs, and when there are conpliance
i ssues, when a student is being prom sed a
certain level of service and that student is
not getting that |evel of service and care.

So we hope that this laww |l begin to
make a difference and put a dent in the
safety issue that you' re descri bing.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: | have some
nore questions, but |I think I ran out of

tine.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  You certainly did.

Senat e?

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Shel | ey
Mayer .

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you.

First is a question on CTE -- Melinda,
really for you particularly. As | think you
know, the Senate one-house | ast year -- and
in fact the last few years that |'ve been
here, we have really tried to invest nore
significantly. And the Governor doesn't have
anyt hing additional for CTE in the budget
this year. Have you engaged in conversations
with the Governor's office to inpress upon
them the inportance of CTE both for job
devel opnment and wor kf orce devel opnent
generally, and as an alternative to sort of
col | ege-driven requirenments on students?

MS. PERSON: Yes, we have been in
regul ar conversation with the Governor's
of fice about this issue. |In particular,
gi ven her and her admnistration's comitnment
to the work we've done already with M cron,

we know t hat she recogni zes the inportance of
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this work. | think there has historically
been a resistance to maki ng ot her adjustnents
to these fornul as because of outyear costs,

et cetera. But | think this is the year that
we are going to be able to get it done.

SENATOR MAYER: Well, I'mglad to hear
that, but | would just say Mcron is not the
only gane in town. And for so many
districts, including the City of New York
you know, the opportunity to have jobs in
their conmmunities matters. And | hope you
can change that.

The other is on the nental health
front, for all of you, we fought to get the
RECOVS noney all ocated. Mst of it has gone
out the door. Have you see any i nprovenent
in nental health services within your schools
as a result of the funds?

MR. MULGREW | can say that yes, we
have. We've al so seen a nassive increase,

t hankfully, we still don't have enough soci al
wor kers and psychol ogi sts being in the
school s thensel ves. W understand there was

a tsunam headed at us. W had a problem we




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

332

had a crisis before COVID and after COVI D,
clearly, we knew a greater crisis was headed
at us.

The social workers and psychol ogi sts
i nside of the schools have really done a
phenonenal job, but there's always nore that
needs to be done. W also need to streanline
t heir paperworKk.

SENATOR MAYER:  Yup.

MR. MULGREW The paperwork is insane.
Alot of it is redundant, it doesn't need to
be there. They are constantly saying, W are
clinicians, that nmeans we want to work with
our patient. W don't want to spend nore
t han 50 percent of our work tine on a
conmputer clicking all of these different
forms that need to be done.

So | would appreciate if the state

| ooked at that, because we are -- it's real
sinple. This is their labor. If you choose
to waste -- have them spendi ng nore than half

of their time doing things that are not what
you really hired themfor, then we need to

| ook at that.
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MS. GALLAGHER: If | could add --

SENATOR MAYER: Yeah, go ahead.

M5. GALLAGHER: For our buil ding
adm nistrators this is the third year in a
row where nental health remains their
nunber-one priority. So yes, we are
appreci ative of the nmental health funding,
but no, there's nuch nore. Thank you.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ynmenber Carroll.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Thank you,
Chair Pretlow

And t hank you for your testinony.

In | ast year's budget the Governor
all ocated $10 million to a back-to-basics
prof essi onal devel opnent program Can anyone
tell me if any teacher has received any
pr of essi onal devel opnent because of that
$10 million allocation?

M5. PERSON: Yes, | can speak to that.

To be clear, the law required us to
col l aborate with the State Education

Departnment in the creation of this
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prof essi onal |earning program And we've
been working very well with the departnent,
but the departnent just gave us in January
the final instructional practices guidance
t hat we needed.

So we have been beta testing our
course and have invested significantly. So
far we have not received a dollar yet from
the state. So just mnd you, that 10 mllion
hasn't actually been given to us.

And | also want to note --

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: So under st ood

that it's --

MS. PERSON: -- that there have
been --

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: | only have two
mnutes. |It's no one has gotten it yet.
Wy ?

M5. PERSON: Ch, no, |'mnot done.
There are thousands of nenbers have received
the training through beta testing at our
expense, and through the New York City
Teacher Centers.

MR. MJULGREW Correct.
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M5. PERSON: So the training is being
del i vered at our cost.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Under st ood.

When do you plan to finish, then, the
pr of essi onal | earning progranf

M5. PERSON. The course is ready to
run. W have several hundred people enrolled
in the course right now W are training the
entire Niagara Falls School District this
month. And we are ready to |launch conpletely
as soon as it gets state approval.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: And how many
hours is the course?

MS5. PERSON: It's a 25-hour course.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Fantasti c.
Thank you so much

MS. PERSON: You're wel cone.

M5. GALLAGHER: And if | may, this is
an extensive effort, as you know,
Assenbl yman. Wien we tal k to our principals,
there was funding | ast year for the teachers
in that $10 mllion but nothing really for
bui | di ng adm ni strators, who are the ones to

nmake sure that that programis sustained.
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And it is a massive schoolw de effort to do
that kind of program so --

ASSEMBLYMAN CARROLL: | would love to
gi ve you nore noney to do nore professional
| earning in the science of reading. So
pl ease ask, and you shall receive.

MR MIULGREW | just want to be clear,
because we're also heavily involved in this.
We appreciate what you just said, but
nobody's given us any noney. W' ve actually
been paying for all the instructors out of
our own budgets. Let nme clear: No one has
gi ven us any noney. W have paid for all of
t hese instructors out of our own budgets.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Presumably you
will be eventually reinbursed by the State of
New Yor k.

MR MIUILGREW Well, who knows these
days? | mean, anything coul d happen.

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Are we that
derelict as -- thank you.

MR. MULGREW Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat or ?
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CHAIl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Let's see.

W have Senator Liu first.

SENATOR LI U.  Thank you, Madam Chair.

Thank you all for your continuing
| eadership in education.

Henry, good to see you. The
chancel | or before just -- not too | ong ago
testified that all the principals know what
to do in case sonebody rings the doorbell for
their school. 1Is that true?

MR RUBIO | think the chancellor
spoke accurately in that there were two
webi nars that principals were invited to.

We had urged to provide principals
with nore training than that. Picking two
random days for 1700 principals and an
addi ti onal 3500 or so assistant principals,
who are the right and | eft hand of
principals, is not going to be enough.

And | think that her teamis going to
respond. We asked that they be continuing
trai ning during the nonth of January and
February. Every January and February

princi pals are mandated to have one
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pr of essi onal devel opnent neeting with their
superintendents. So they're a captive

audi ence, and that would be the perfect tine
to both go to the training, ask those

perti nent questions, and nake sure that you
have everyone.

So yes, they've been invited to
prof essi onal devel opnent. | don't think
everyone has actually participated yet. But
| think we're working on a plan to make sure
we get there.

My team specifically is -- like M ke,
was ringing off the hook constantly all day
long on this one issue. School |eaders are
concerned. W wake up every day and the
nunber -one thing we think about is our child
safety. Parents are dropping themoff to us;
we want to nake sure they're safe. So we're
working with the departnment to make sure we
can get that done.

SENATOR LIU.  And the departnent is
working with you on that to nake sure
everything gets the proper training and

gui dance.
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MR RUBIO Yes. | have to say that
we flagged this before the election, and they
cane to the table. And we wanted to nake
sure that principals had clear guidance.
W're not |awers. But we got clear
instructions about what to do if non-Iocal
| aw enforcenent canme to the school. And we
have that, but we've just got to nake sure
it's conmunicated widely to everyone.

SENATOR LI U Ckay, thank you.

And hey, M chael, what's up?

MR. MIULGREW Hey, how are you, John?

SENATOR LIU:. Al right.

MR MULGREW  Happy New Year

SENATOR LIU. | feel bad -- yeah,

t hanks for the Happy New Year. | felt bad
that I didn't have a chance to give the
chancel | or and her teama full opportunity to
respond on the class size issue.

But are the teachers generally happy
with what the city's doing to reduce cl ass
si zes?

MR MILGREW Let nme be clear. This

adm nistration for the first two years after
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this law -- and this is why what you did was
so inmportant |last year -- they definitely
were not what you would call a notivated
group during -- about |owering the class
sizes of New York City.

What you did | ast year nmade a
significant inpact. It wasn't an "if." It
wasn't a "if you choose to." And that was

all taken away. It was -- those words were

added: New York City nmust. And that was it.

So since then, we've seen this. And
it was -- over 750 schools did apply once we
did the training. The principals needed to
be assured that the noney was actually going
to get to the school and it would be
recurring. And | understand why they didn't
believe that that would happen until we had

it clarified in the law. And once that

happened, the applications started flying in.

Thank you.

SENATOR LI U Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.
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Assenbl yman Smit h.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  Thank you, Chair

And good to see everyone.

| want to spend some tine tal king
about cel |l phones and distraction-free
learning. | knowit's been an initiative for
NYSUT and UFT and everyone to bring this to
light. Teachers and people who work in the
cl assroom have been tal ki ng about this for
many years, what can be done. A lot of
school s across the state are taking actions.

Do you feel that so far what has been
proposed, is that -- you know, the funding,
$13 mllion, does that satisfy what you're
hearing in the classrooms? O can we build
on that? What are your thoughts?

MR MILGREW We won't know till the
applications come in, because sone school s,
there are sone plans that schools can foll ow
that won't require additional funding. But
not all schools will be able to do that. So
we won't know until the applications
t hensel ves cone in.

And renmenber for us, this is not --
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this is sonething that is nuch nore serious.

| nean, it's spoken about in a very |light way
at tinmes, but since we now have so much

nmedi cal docunmentation and research that this
is actually harm ng the nmental wellness of
our students -- we are educators. Once we
get that, this shouldn't be a debate to us.
This is harm ng our students. W're all
screwed, we're done.

(Laughter.)

MR, MIULGREW (Ckay? But we have to be
able to help themget to a better place. And
| can tell you, every school that has done
this, it's the sane process. W have parents
who are against it at tines, we have students
who are adamantly against it. Once you have
it put into place, it's also uniform--
whether it's in upstate New York, it's in
central Brooklyn, it's in Staten Island or
it's in the Bronx -- the students after a
year say, | don't want the cell phones back.
And life is better.

MR RUBIO If I can junmp in, | know

there was sone conversation -- | can't
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remenber fromwho -- this norning. | think
for us it's really inmportant for school
| eaders to know that this is going to be a
process for us to engage students and staff
and get by in an understanding that the
science is already there, the data is already
there, and conme to a place where, you know,
t he cel |l phone is not using our children but
actually teaching -- and as a father of four,
how do we effectively use this as a tool and
not that our children are tools, right?

And so that's part of the flexibility
we want, especially dependi ng on school
level. We mght want sonme nore discretion at
t he high school |evel, perhaps, where kids
are going to -- they're going to use these --
you heard the chancellor say they're going to
use this right after 3:15 or 4 o' cl ock.
Right? So how do you use it effectively and
efficiently after that?

| think Melissa and | have had many
conversations around the cost. |'mseriously
concerned about the cost and not being an

unfunded nandate for schools. W're talking
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about $30 per pouch if we go that way. |
think that is the way | would prefer to go as
wel | .

And there's a human capital cost, |
think, to this as well that we need to
consider as well. So | really appreciate
t hat question, Assenbl ynan.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  Yeah, | agree with
you on the science part. You're talking
about the nmental health of our students, the
bul l yi ng aspect. Now, again, we can't
control what happens after school hours,
al t hough your nenbers are often pointed to as
sonme obligation, you know, that you nmay have
them for 40 mnutes a day but that they
control what goes on. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat or ?

MR. MULGREW Thank you for that
recognition.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Next is Senator Mirray.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Chai rwonman. And t hank you
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" mgoing to kind of piggyback on
Assenblyman Smith in a second, but | want to
first start by saying thank you in particular
to Melinda for all of the effort towards the
uni versal healthy neals. That is so very
i nportant, so thank you. And thank you al
for being advocates there and pushing so hard
to get that done.

| also couldn't agree with you nore on
the Tier 6. Couldn't agree with you nore on
that. It is absolutely hurting hiring,
retention, recruitnment --

(Appl ause from panel .)

SENATOR MURRAY:  Agreed.

And then also the CTE, the inportance
of that. W nust continue to invest in this,
because that is the future. These jobs are
our future.

So | also agree with the cell phone ban
or distraction-free, whatever you want to
call it. But I do -- I've been getting
guestions, and that's where I'mgoing to talk
about the cost. So you have sone that are

saying, Is 13.5 mllion enough? Qhers are
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sayi ng, Wiy do we need 13.5 mllion to put a
policy in place? Can you kind of elaborate
on what the noney will go for? Howw Il that
be used?

M5. PERSON: | can say that right now
there are a variety of different policies in
pl ace that are working. In sonme places they
are able to do things sinply saying: Al
ki ds nust keep their phone for the entire
duration of the school day in their | ocker.
Right? And so that m ght work in one
particul ar setting.

I n other places, they don't have
| ockers. Right? In other buildings. And I
think that's why this proposal includes |ocal
di scretion with regard to peopl e deci di ng
what works for our comunity, what works for
our school .

What is not -- where there isn't
discretion is that the Governor and others
are saying right now we are saying it is a
priority for us to protect the nental health
of our students for seven hours a day, and

that during that tine they' re going to be
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di straction-free where they will not be
exposed to gaming, to social nedia, to al

the other things that take them away fromthe
reason that they're at school in the first

pl ace, which is to learn

SENATOR MURRAY: Right. Wuld you say
this is kind of just -- the 13.5 mllion, is
this just kind of a starting-point gauge to
say we think this is what, but it could be
adjusted later? Up or down.

MS. GALLAGHER: We've heard from our
menbers a concern, though, that this would be
just the initial funding, and what would
happen in consecutive years when such a
policy is fully inplenented.

So there is concern by our building
adm nistrators as to the continuity of
f undi ng.

MR MIULGREW And it cones down to
actually grade levels are very inportant
here. Elenentary schools, they basically --
the student just puts -- they just walk in
and they pop it into alittle pocket that's

hangi ng on a door. And it's very sinple.
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You can imagine that's not going to be
that sinple with m ddl e schools and high
schools. So if we have | ockers, we can get
theminto | ockers. [If not, then we're
tal ki ng about the pouches. That | do -- | do
believe that there is now a second conpany.
So if there's two conpanies, we're not paying
$38 for a pouch.

SENATOR MURRAY: Right. Right.

MR MIULGREW All school districts
should say no. And | would band together
mul ti pl e school districts -- nultiple school
di stricts should band together to say,
Unh-unh, give us a better price.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl yman Ra.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you.

So yes, on the same topic, that was ny
guestion. And you just mentioned because
sonmebody gave ne the exanpl e yesterday of,
you know, sone type of thing hanging on the
door that has a bunch of, you know,
basically, | don't know, it's |like a shoe

rack you have on the door, you can put --
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MR. RUBIO Exactly.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  So ny question
basically is this proposal as witten, do you
feel it has enough flexibility so that if a
district is doing sonmething |like that and
it's working, they'll be able to continue to
do that?

MS. GALLAGHER: We do not. Cur
menbers were pretty strong in their opinions
that the idea of a bell-to-bell-only
statewi de policy doesn't allow for discretion
for schools who have | ayered it, as M chael
said, elenmentary, secondary, m ddle school,
for juniors, for seniors who are going to be

using that six nmonths into their freshman

year.
MR RUBIO The reality is that, you

know, there are instances -- ny wife's a

teacher as well, where she wants her students

in high school to use the device for

i nstructional purposes in sonme way, right?
At other tines, you don't want it; it's a
di stracti on.

So there's got to be sone flexibility
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there, and prioritizing, again, our students'
mental health and funding it.

M5. PERSON. The proposal as drafted
does include flexibility for the use of
phones for instructional purposes, for
translation services, for -- if achildis
monitoring their insulin. And we believe
that it nakes sense to give educators and
principals and districts the flexibility to
say, everybody can use their phone for this
purpose if they need to.

| think the inportant thing about the
bell-to-bell is that it includes tinme passing
in the hallways, it includes study hall, it
i ncludes lunch hour. And at first | thought,
you know, this is not our concern, what
happens in the |unchroom per se, because we
really care about instructional mnutes, our
time with our kids to teach. But what the
research has shown is that that tinme in the
hal | way, that tine in the lunchroom is
critical devel opnental |earning for our
students. That is where they learn to be

t oget her, to communi cate, to have human
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connection, to | ook people in the eye.
Ri ght ?

And our students aren't getting that
right now. Because in the hallways of a
school, go visit a school, they're al
starting down at their phone in the hall.
They are in the lunchroomnot talking to each
other. This is not okay. |It's not okay.

And the bell-to-bell policy is going to fix
t hi s.

MR MIULGREW And before -- and |
under stand and absolutely agree with the
parents' concern on their ability to get in
touch with their child.

But when -- we did have these policies
when you were all in school

(Laughter.)

MR, MILGREW Ckay? So let's just be
realistic about this. And, you know, | don't
want the distraction. Renenber, we are the
only state right nowwith a |law on the books
that says no predatory algorithnms for mnors.
W're the only state that has it. And |

think this says even nore if we nove this
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forward. Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  Thanks.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat or ?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Bynoe.

SENATOR BYNCE: Thank you,

Madam Chair. Good afternoon to the panel

MR MULGREW Good afternoon.

SENATOR BYNCE: |'m Si el a Bynoe,
hail i ng from Nassau County's 6th Senate
District. And it's hone to communities |ike
West bury, Henpstead, Roosevelt, Freeport,
Baldwin. And it's a community where there's
a proliferation of charter schools. And
t hose comuni ties, school communities, are
sendi ng upwards of $120 million to charter
schools in this nonent. And they're
projected to send upwards of 140 million in
the com ng year.

So | understand, parents wanted
alternatives and options, and we respect
that. And what |I'mseeking is to hear from
you today as | think we need to nove forward

in finding some | evel of a bal ance where
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publ i c schools and these charter school s that
exi st can coexist without creating a

di sparate inmpact on the public school
educati on.

And so this district, as | already
stated, is oversaturated and there's yet
anot her school, charter school, scheduled to
come in that was just approved by --

MR, MULGREW  SUNY.

SENATOR BYNCE: -- SUNY -- thank you.
Not State Education Departnent, by SUNY.

MR MILGREW O course.

SENATOR BYNCE: And so |I'd like to get
your thoughts and hear fromyou directly on
the inmpacts that school communities, public
school communities, are having as a reality
of all of this funding | eaving the school
district in terms of howit's inpacting
programs, how it's inpacting, you know, the
public educators and the |ike.

Thank you.

MS. GALLACGHER: Sone of the concerns,
as you' ve heard today, | would say were

reflected in the building adm nistrators'
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position, and that is in terns of the

m gratory issue of sonme of the students

com ng back and forth between charter school s
into public schools.

The other piece of it is the
accountability. Many of our nenbers will
talk to us about how there needs to be the
same accountability in charter schools as
there are for the public schools. That is
i mportant for our nenbership.

M5. PERSON: And | woul d say the
saturation issue is a particular problem
W' ve supported legislation that would cap
saturation at 5 percent of any given
district, sponsored by Senator Mayer.

When a district has nore than
5 percent of their kids and | oses nore than
5 percent of their funding to a charter
school, it's destabilizing for the district.
It's destabilizing for the cormunity. And
the current funding structure does not
account for that loss in a way that does --
that | eaves the public school district whole.

And so addressing that saturation is
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critically inportant, as well as the
transparency issues, the lack of a public
vote on the creation of new charter schools,
and we also -- |I'msorry.

(Buzzer sounding; |aughter.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Cruz.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN CRUZ: Thank you for
bei ng here today. As a Tier 6er nyself and
havi ng many of your nenbers who are in the
sanme boat, 1'Il be fighting right along with
you to make sure this changes.

MR. MULGREW Thank you.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CRUZ: Conpl etely
different topic, but it inpacts your schools.
The inpl enmentation of our decrimnalization
of cannabi s, and licensing, has inpacted sone
of your schools because there is a | oophol e
in the law that allows for some of these
| ocations to be in or near schools that
happened to not be conpletely a building that
is just a school. So if you happen to have a
school that has partially some sort of other

entity, they actually can put it within the
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500 feet.

So I"'mgoing to cone to you -- this is
a heads up saying ny colleagues and | are
working to close that | oophole. W w il be
comng to you. It's not that many school s,
but some of themare in nmy district, so we'll
be com ng to you for official support on
this. Again, conpletely unrelated, but just
a heads up.

M. Ml grew, thank you for your
statenent earlier today on UFT's position on
the enforcenment of civil immgration |aw as
wel | as your public statenment earlier in the
week. \When you were speaking about it, | saw
several of your colleagues nodding in
agreenent, and | suspect that you all feel
t he sane way.

A public statenment often goes a |ong
way for your nenbers. | hear fromyou
Henry, that there is training taking place
for the adm nistration, but have any of you
al so nade public statenments that your nenbers
are to follow these regulations and that this

is the stance of the union? Because
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| eadership at a tine like this is extrenely
key. Thank you.

MR MULGREW For us at the UFT, we
sent out specific guidelines, state
gui delines on Friday. And yesterday | sent
out what | call the break it down so
everybody can understand it very sinply:
D ng-dong, who are you, do you have a

warrant? Let ne see it. Send it to the

lawer. Is it an admnistrative |ICE warrant?

Thank you, you can't conme in. Have a nice
day.
D ng-dong. You have a warrant? |

have a judicial warrant. Send that to the

| awyers right away, nake sure you check that.

Those are not easy to get, and there are
criteria around them
So | want to be clear, when sonebody

says to us, Well, what happens if they show
up with a judicial warrant? That's a whole
different level for themto get. They're
very rare, especially in -- when -- they are
very rare when it cones to entering a schoo

bui l di ng. Because there has to be viol ence
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or possibility of real violence attached to
it.

So |'ve sent that out to ny nenbers.
Usually once | send it out to nmy nenbers it
goes public. But | understand that -- yes,
what ever el se we need to do on this. Because
we need to quell the constant anxiety that
we're dealing with right now W have to get
t hese children back to school. There was --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CRUZ: | don't want to
interrupt, but I know we only have 10
seconds. |'d love to know if everybody el se
has done what you were doing. Thank you.

MR RUBIO On ny end, again a |ot of
anxiety and so actually it's funny you asked,
| authorized a statenment goi ng out tonorrow.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN CRUZ:  Thank you.

MR RUBIO To ny nenbers.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Tom O Mar a.

SENATCR O MARA: Good afternoon
Thank you all for being with us.

Presi dent Person, thank you for

starting out strong on CTE. Certainly a
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strong supporter of that. And interested in
your thoughts on working nore in conjunction
with our community colleges to start the CTE
at K through 12 and to continue on for nore
expertise or a higher level after Gade 12.

What do you think is where we are
right now, and working? And this is open for
anybody, but 1'Il start with you, Melinda, on
that end. How are we working in that
cooperation with that next |evel to conmunity
col | eges?

M5. PERSON. There are a numnber of
col | aborations that already exi st between the
publ i c schools and our community coll eges
with regard to career and technical education
progranms. There are a |ot of dual enroll nent
progranms that currently exist. W can al ways
do nore and increase those partnerships. But
it isreally inportant that we align the
programnms that we are doing in high schoo
with the opportunities that kids are going to
have in higher education as well.

MR. MULGREW When | said before that

the teachers of the State of New York
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designed the curriculumfor mcrochip
manufacturing, that's where CTE starts. They
didn't doit on their own, they did it by
working with the industry itself, between the
different m crochip manufacturing entities
that we have in the state.

The teachers then can turn it into
curricul umwhen they are actual curricul um
devel opers. That has to go through the
community colleges. It cannot be that, Onh,
we al ready have an established program and
this is what we want to continue to use. No,
it has to be based off what the industry
itself wants. That's how you actually cone
to a real econom c devel opnent.

| just got back, | was two days in
Zurich with themin Switzerland, because they
have this best -- the best practices on this.
And they were very clear, they knew about
what was going on in New York State, they
knew about CTE. They said, But around your
country -- and you need to do nore of this --
actually the skills that you're training

people to do have to be aligned to the
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i ndustry. They cannot be aligned to what
educators think, they cannot be aligned to
t hings that have nothing to do with what we
want fromthe industry.

So it's a constant struggle, because
for years we tried to devel op these prograns
and thankfully the business side is nuch nore
open to doing this. And |I'mgoing to say
this as an educator, educators have been very
reluctant to really go into this. But you're
seeing the | eadership here saying we have to
go there. Graduation rates are higher, they
go to college at a higher rate and graduate
at a higher rate. But we need to do nore,
and we need to fast-track it.

MR RUBIO I'Il turn it over just to
say that the vast mgjority of our kids in CTE
in New York City are |eading and graduating
with industry certification.

M5. GALLAGHER: It's a priority whose
time has conme, |like Melinda said, especially
as we | ook towards the graduation neasure and
i ssues that State Ed is doing, and it's a

pat hway com ng up.
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SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Pheffer Amato.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATGO  Good
af t ernoon.

So I'mTier 4, and | don't know what
the problemis here today.

(Laughter.)

MR MIGREW Tier 4 will help Tier 6
like Tier 1 hel ped you get better Tier 4.

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AVATO  And you
know, as a chanpion to change this. So, you
know, recruitment and retention is a priority
for the commttee, as chair of Governnent
Enpl oyees.

And we are going to of course attenpt
to try and change the other parts of Tier 6,
but what else can we do? |If we take that out
of the m x, what creative ideas are there out
there that we could work with you, either
recruiting fromother states or keep, you
know, having fol ks take on a career?

As a fornmer paraprofessional who never
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wanted to do that but did it out of necessity
to raise ny kids and have health benefits, |
really found it amazing and probably woul d
have changed, maybe, when | was in college
knowi ng what bei ng an educator was |ike,

wor ki ng with speci al -needs children all day
long. | never thought to be a teacher
because | don't want to teach, | |ike that
part of the responsibility.

So what could we do nore? And what --
fromyour expertise, what could we do nore
for that recruitnment and retention?

MS. GALLAGHER: For retention, at
| east for the building adm nistrators, one of
the --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO  Say t hat
again? |'msorry.

M5. GALLAGHER. |'msorry. For the
shortage in retention of building principals,
much of it already rests with our nentorship
progranms and the way that we're conducting
our professional devel opnment once those folks
get into the profession. W want to maintain

and make sure that they're staying. And the
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same woul d be for our pipeline of our
t eachers com ng through

Very few, when you go down through the
hal | wvays of a school, really are aspiring to
be building principals. So ours is just a
little bit different.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO. Wiy are
they leaving? So we're not getting the
retention on the principals? Like why are
t hey | eavi ng?

MR RUBIO | would say, at |east for
New York City, it's burnout.

MR. MULGREW Yeah, burnout, yup.

MR RUBIO It's a burnout issue.

It's just the job is not what it was years
ago. And they're just |eaving the profession
before or leaving the city entirely. And
once they hit their -- you know,

Novenber 18th is my 55th birthday. Before, a
princi pal would stay and finish the school
year. Now, they're gone on the next day: |
can't take anot her day.

And so our professional devel opnent

assets and our testinony provides how do we
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become nore effective school |eaders, how do
we create a pipeline of teachers that becone
assistant principals, assistant principals
that are going to becone principals, to | ead
the systen? And with that constant turnover,
no matter what readi ng programwe devel op, no
matter what kind of curriculum the constant
turnover is just really hurting the system

| did sone |legislation a couple of
weeks ago, | can't renmenber which union it
was pushing, about if you're eligible to
retire and this is just me -- not to brief
anybody on this, but if you're eligible to
retire, they know that if they die in
service, they |lose their pension. R ght?
Versus if you die in service you get three
and a half times your salary. |If we make a
change there, sone people mght stay a little
bit longer if |I knewthat my fam |y was not
going to be harmed by that.

Just something to consider as you're
tal king about it. | think you re aware of
it.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO We're
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going to have a big discussion on that. Yup.

MR, MULGREW Yup, it's just -- and we
have to | ook at the people in our profession
who are at the | ow wages, about how we have
to fix that. Pattern bargai ni ng has been a
di sservice to our | owwage workers for years.
And for municipalities -- here we go,

di ng- dong.

(Buzzer sounding; |aughter.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat e?

MR RUBIO But if | could just say,
we're going to have to pay a premumif we
want people to work in person. That's just
the reality.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you al | .
Thank you and your nenbers for the amazing
work you do for all our children, sincerely.

So | don't want to ask about the
dollars and cents, and |I'm not aski ng about
the imm gration response, because |I'm so gl ad
with what you already said. But | know all
of us are in total panic about the next thing

that m ght be com ng out of WAshi ngton
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affecting our |ives.

So | know you talk to people all over
the country in education. Wat are you al
worried about froma policy perspective next
that mght hit us?

MR. MULGREW Tying very essenti al
prograns to federal noney. That is our
bi ggest worry for us in this industry. And
yesterday |'m sure sonme of you are aware,
yesterday was a bit of a rocky day. Forget
about the grants program the Medicaid portal
went down, all that was -- paynents were
bei ng stopped to states.

The idea that during the canpai gn we
constantly heard about IDEA will becone a
bl ock grant program W are -- the | awers,
multiple states are ready to react to all of
this. W're quite sure we can win that. And
all the title prograns at the sane tine,
bl ock grants. But it's nore about using
federal dollars to do things to pit children
agai nst children and conmunity agai nst
comunity.

But, you know, this is a -- this isn't
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a -- you know, I work across the country and
| work across the aisle with so nany, across
the aisle constantly, all over, and everybody
does understand that public school comrunity,
for us, is sacred. And it's sacred to both
sides of the aisle. So that is what we are
hoping for, but we're not putting our heads
in the sand. W are constantly coordi nating
| egal strategies and al so sorts of other
things just in case anything happens.

M5. GALLAGHER: Yeah, nmking sure that
that infrastructure is there, especially for
the title progranms, Title | and Title II-A,
for our nenbers are critical. And we've been
wor king with our national associations and
our federal colleagues as well.

MR. MULGREW Coul d you imagine if
t hat happens, if that's allowed, the federal
government ever tries to do that and we | ose
in court? That neans every adm nistration
woul d be able to dole out federal dollars in
the title prograns based off of political
needs and not off of the actual count of

children in their state. It's a precedent
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that we cannot allow to happen.

MR. RUBIO The destabilizing effect
is too profound and we don't have tine to
experiment with children's lives. At the end
of the day we've got to do what's best for
them So yeah, agreed.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: | think you
probably agree with all of your coll eagues.

M5. PERSON:. We're preparing for al
sorts of different scenarios. Massive |oss
of federal funds is -- is a fear. And we
just saw yesterday, while at the sane tine
we' re tal king about universal school neals,
the federal government's talking about
cutting it. R ght? Wat does that nean for
the State of New York?

And these are all scenarios that we're
preparing for and particularly | egal
strategies and action to take to nmake sure
that this doesn't happen.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUECER: | think we're al
going to be in this fight quite a bit. And
yes, it involves smart | egal strategies and

pushi ng back over and over again. But
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hopefully you're right, this is an
across-the-aisle issue in every state for
everyone who cares about children.

Thank you.

MR. MULGREW Thank you.

Assenbl y?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Si nmon.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SI MON:  So thank you for
your testinony.

So | have questions for the UFT and
for NYSUT with regard to this training
pursuant to the $10 million to train 20,000
teachers last year in the science of reading.
Can you tell me how that's kind of divided up
proportionally between the UFT and NYSUT and
the city and --

MR. MULGREW Yeah, it's roughly
40/ 60. But we use your -- we al so have been
usi ng your actual Teacher's Choice support to
do that work right now, which is why we have
nmoved so quickly once we had this
establ i shed.

And that's why we always | ook to your
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support for that, that teach -- we have

prof essional credits, which you know, you
guys passed the | aw teachers are required to
have CTLE credits, a certain nunber of CTLE
credits every year. And by far the Teacher
Centers of the State of New York, as an
entity, have given thousands and t housands of
CTLE credits, way past anybody else. And

t hat has now becone the foundational piece
for training and support for educators.

And t hankfully we have grown them and
we' ve been very entrepreneurial by working
with the Departnent of Ed, working with
principals, to figure out how to nake these
t hi ngs wor k.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SI MON:  Ckay. And about
how many teachers have been trained so far?

MS. PERSON: We are sonewhere around
3,000, was ny |ast count.

MR MULGREW On the Back to Basics?
Yeah, on the Back to Basics, yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON: And then who's
doing a better job?

(Laughter.)
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MR MIULGREW HmP We work in
conjunction. W work in conjunction. But
you have to -- at the sane tine, at the sane
time, on the science of reading, we've
trained over -- just this year alone, we've
trained close to 40,000 teachers in that part
of the Back to Basics. But we were doing
t hat because of the year before.

MR RUBIO And we really do work
together, with our teacher centers, partner
with our principals and their scheduling and
what we're | ooking at, and we're training --
we're all working for the benefit of our
students, exactly.

(Overtal k.)

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SI MON:  That's good to
hear. | just was checking. Thank you.

Al righty, thank you

MR RUBIO And we're getting the sane
| evel of supports to train school |eaders and
everyone.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
Hooks?

(O f the record.)
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ASSEMBLYWOVMAN HOCKS:  Thank you al
for your testinony today. | have several
guestions, but I'mgoing to kind of just
pi ggyback off of what ny col | eague Pheffer
Amat o sai d.

| was al so wondering as far as what
she said about, you know, yes, |I'ma strong
supporter of Tier 6, and just what's next,
what el se could we do. And | appreciate your
answer, but | have a question.

Do you have an average of
heal t h- pr of essi ons positions at school as
wel | as assistant principals at schools that
are vacant ?

MR. RUBIO Say the question again?
Do we have --

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN HOCKS: Do you have a
nunber, according to our New York City
school s, for health professionals as well as
assistant principal positions that are
vacant ?

Because | heard you say, M. Ml grew,
how the |l ack of health professionals is

becomng a crisis. And | would just want to
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know what that number |ooks |ike, what's that
crisis nunber | ook Iike?

MR RUBIO | can tell you there is a
serious concern about paraprofessionals, the
need for paraprofessionals, the students not
getting their IEP needs nmet. | know we have
a Gty Council hearing in New York City
t onor r ow.

So what | mght tell you, it is a huge
crisis, the nunber of students needing | EPs
is exploding. And our principals either have
not been getting the funding or can't find
sonmeone that's willing to take that job.
Right? And so we've got to do a |lot of work
on that side. And principals are stressed
about it, right? W want to nake sure we
neet those needs.

On the assistant principal side, it's

cl ear we have postings that say what these

vacancies are. |In our particular case we are
seriously concerned. It's the one thing,
Assenbl ywoman, that | |ose sleep over, and

that's the safety of our kids. And | don't

want to be here one day saying that sonething
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happened in a school when |'ve been
advocating to have an assistant principal in
every school building in New York City.

Principals call out sick, they are out
of their buildings on professional
devel opnent, they're entitled to take annual
| eave days. And if there is not an
adm nistrator in the building in the event
of an enmergency -- every other one, every
ot her person is a teacher in front a
cl assroom or haven't been trained in howto
respond. And so we just want to nake sure
that we have that |evel of safety for our
chi | dren.

Thank you for the question.

MR MULGREW W& were able to increase
t he nunber of nurses because during COVID the
nurse was the nunber-one person in every
building. W are not -- we still do not have
a nurse in every building. So that is
something we're constantly focused on. This
is ridiculous. During COVID everyone praised
t he nurses, everyone wanted a nurse in every

school building. They were dictating the
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policies inside of the school itself.

In terns of paraprofessionals, they
are mainline for a lot of crisis
intervention. Wen we negotiate, the
Department of Ed knows that their salaries
are too low, which is really a problem The
Departnment of Ed tells us they agree. But
t hey say, W have pattern bargaining, so if
you want themto have a raise, everybody el se
in your union has to give up part of their
raise to pay them

I n what planet are these people
tal king fronf

MR RUBIO Absol ute nonsense.

MR, MULGREW \What conpany woul d say,
oh, you're right, we can't attract these
wor kers, so everybody el se who works here,
you have to give up your raise to pay for
them What kind of crap are we dealing with?

And the state and the Gty of New York
have always lived by, Well, it's pattern
bar gai ni ng, there's nothing we can do about
it. They probably go back in the room and

laugh like little jackals. Sorry.
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(Laughter.)
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman

Gglio.

MR. RUBIO He's right.

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYWOMAN G GLIO  So | agree with
Tier 6 also. It definitely needs a fix.
nmean, it's long -- and when you tal k about
mental health issues of students, | have

spoken to teachers that have nental issues
fromdealing with students all day, and sone
of them being extrenely difficult, so -- and
| know that you're nanagi ng your teachers and
t he people that work for you. So thank you
for that.

When it comes to conmunity schools and
their success, |I'd like you to just talk a
little bit about that -- because we tal ked
earlier about the graduation rates in
New York City being 83 percent -- and whet her
or not the comunity schools you think would
be instrunental in raising that rate of
graduat i on.

MR. RUBIO The answer is sinple:
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Yes. | nean, it's in our testinmony. It is
game- changi ng for any comunity to have, to

be a hub and provi de those services to

chi | dren.
But 1'Il give sone of ny tine to ny
col | eague.

M5. GALLAGHER: Absolutely yes, the
same thing. W have so many communities --
we'll just take Schenectady, in the
Capital Area, where they're pulling in those
services fromthe community right into the
school to save instructional tine.

But nore inportantly, we also have to
| ook at how the funding for community school s
is also provided. R ght now sone of it is
t aken out of the Foundation Aid set-asides.
So, you know, we want nore conmunity school s.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN G GLI G But at | east
it's transparent as to how they' re spending
t he noney.

MS. GALLAGHER  Yes.

MR RUBIO Yeah, and it answers the
need of our nental health services. CQCur

famlies on their own can't find them And
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it's not just the student, but it's also
services to the famly holistically. You
know, healing the child and the famly.

Unl ess you're neeting those needs, they're
not going to learn algebra. |It's going to be
very hard to read.

So | think that would be a
game- changer, absolutely.

MR MILGREW It was not the function
of the school originally to be the soci al
safety net for every conmunity, but that's
what it has beconme. It's just factually
true. Schools are being asked to solve with

every issue that all the famlies in the

community are dealing with. | know that we
spend mllions and -- tens of mllions or
hundreds of mllions of dollars on the social

safety net, but in the end, you know you're
going to get nore bang for your buck at the
school itself. So that clearly will help.
But when it conmes to the graduation
rates, one of the other things that was
spoken about quite a bit here today is

New York City's graduation rate is at
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83 percent -- but of the 100,000 students in
CTE prograns, it's at 91 percent.

So the answer is there. So let's just
get noving towards it. Because what -- if
you take the 100,000 students in CTE that are
at 91 percent, what woul d happen to the
graduation rate then? So that's what's
pulling it up. So we know what works. Let's
get toit. Let's come up with a better way
to hel p support that work

MR. RUBIO There's over a hundred
years of educators here at the table. The
secret to school success is really not a
secret. It's really not a secret. It's
about aligning those resources.

Mel i nda?

M5. PERSON: | would just end with
every dollar you invest in conmunity school s
brings a $6 return on investnent. This is
wel | -researched, it has been proven. W're
asking in our testinmony for a hundred million
dol l ar investnent so that we can doubl e the
nunber of community schools in the state.

And we think it is going to turn the state
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around.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN J GLI G That's
wonderful. Thank you all.

M5. PERSON: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Jackson.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Yes, |eave it
to the social worker.

Let nme say this. I'mgoing to
pl us-one on the CTE school s, because that's
exactly where | was a social worker at. And
our graduation rate was at a 98 percent. And
it's only because one student didn't pass --
| nmean, didn't graduate within the -- by
June, graduated | ater on.

So we will do everything that we have
to do to make sure we include nore noney in
t he budget for CTE, for community school s,
for teacher centers -- all of that works.

But | have to say this. M favorite
teacher is my nom She's a teacher out in
Br ookl yn. Teacher's Choi ce reinbursenent is
$250. She's already spent $350. Wat are

your thoughts on a tax credit for
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prof essi onal s who buy school supplies?

MR MILGREW | think it's a
phenonenal i dea.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Ckay.

MR MIULGREW (Okay? And let's -- and

you -- | nmean, the teachers will spend
nore -- and it's not just teachers. Last
year -- and | thank you for naking avail abl e

to City of New York billions of dollars for
the mgrant crisis, but for sone reason
teachers had to keep buying food, clothing
and everything else for the mgrants. |
don't know why New York City did not try to
i npl enent those funds in an appropriate way.

| should stop on that now.

(Laughter; overtal k.)

MR RUBIO M wife's a teacher. The
answer is absolutely yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  So t he answer
is yes.

MR. RUBIO She spends nore than $300,
but yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Exactly.

MR MIULGREW Yes, but a state tax
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credit would clearly be something -- and it
is part of -- Melinda wants to talk to this.
It's clearly sonething we're saying we need
to | ook at.

And it also -- you have to renenber
once you do it for a couple of years, we wll
be able to see how many teachers across the
state are actually participating in that.

MS. GALLAGHER: And | would be rem ss
if I didn't say also | love the way that you
word it, all educators. Because certainly
our building principals, when all those kids
cone in --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Soci al
wor kers, | think we got 150 back, but we
definitely spent way nore than that.

And just on the topic of social
wor kers, what are your thoughts on renoving
the license to -- renoving the exam for
social workers to be |licensed? Wuld that
create nore social workers in the systenf
Are you guys opposed or --

MR MILGREW W are talking -- we're

going to let our social workers define our
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final position.

But | do understand that New York
State has this test that has clearly becone
an inpedinment in ternms of us raising the
nunmber of social workers we woul d have access
to. And that's -- until our social workers
come to us with their final position, that's
where we're at.

M5. PERSON. Agreed. Sane.

MR. RUBIO Don't know enough about
it, but you asked a question earlier,
Assenbl ywoman, about the adequate numnber of
social workers. W need significantly nore.

| know as a hi gh school principal
al one -- very quickly, in 20 seconds, |
i nherited a school with 2,000 kids, a high
school with a 62 percent graduation rate.
One of the first things | did, | had guidance
counselors with a casel oad of over 600 and |
gave them 250 kids and | had one and a hal f
social workers that | shared, and that
alone -- if you can't take care of their
needs, they're not going to | earn al gebra,

soci al studies, global studies.
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My -- when | left that school, it was
at 89 percent graduation rate.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN JACKSON:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ynmenber Maher.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER:  Thank you.

So | really enjoyed especially the
candor. It's been a |lot of fun to hear sone
of your responses. It's been educational,
too, for ne.

|''mnew to the Education Conmittee,
but not new obviously to the process and
havi ng children and bei ng, you know, the
fam |y menber of a nother and brothers and ny
wi fe, who are all teachers.

(Overtal k.)

MR MULGREW That nust have been
i nteresting.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: No, it's -- a lot
of them Mst of ny famly's teachers.

So one area that | think we can be a
little creative, speaking about CTE, |I'ma
former village mayor and a forner town

supervi sor, and one thing we did was we
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identified a | ot of our municipal - owned
properties that are vacant. And |'ve seen a
| ot of collaborations with cities and towns
and school districts and/or nonprofits to
donate a building for a dollar, now they
don't have to have the maintenance costs, and
it saves districts noney on different

proj ects.

And | know in upstate New York a | ot
of our challenges with BOCES, and even
students' participation, is the
transportation to and fromthe BOCES Center.

So has there been discussions of
utilizing some of these municipal - owned
properties, or school -owned properties, in a
way that doesn't conpete with BOCES but
suppl ants the efforts?

M5. PERSON. | have not heard about
t hose di scussions yet, but | would definitely
be interested in entertaining them

| know BOCES are getting increasingly
creative about sites. BOCES prograns are
actually |l ocating thenselves within schoo

districts now, when their space allows. But
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t he process by which BOCES get capital

proj ects approved is |abor-intensive, and so
there are sone things that we could do in
that regard as well as to nmake sure that they
have access to the facilities that they need.

M5. GALLAGHER. W recently -- not a
di scussion that |1've heard. However, it was
preval ent when we were talking about
expanding districts in universal pre-K when
t hey were tal king about collaborations with
daycares and trying to find that fit.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER:  Yeah, that's the
bi ggest issue. There's not real universa
pre- K because there's just not enough seats
to go around and use the funding.

MR RUBIO | was just going to say |
have had conversations with the departnent in
the city around -- and City Council folks
about identifying properties in neighborhoods
where we need schools, and repurposing
buildings as well. | think it's an inportant
thing that we can do.

We're having office space that's

getting freed up in New York City. W have
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hi gh schools that are in office buildings
al ready, and taking that space to create
school s and | ower class size. So those are
all things that | think |I've had
conversations with the adm nistration about.
ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: Maybe coming from
all of you in your |eadership positions,
havi ng sone nunicipalities and even school
districts do an inventory of buildings that
are vacant and could be reused to start m ght
be sonet hing that would be worth expl oring.
The last thing I'll say is I'd love to
get your opinion, as soneone who graduated
public school, a very huge advocate for
public schools -- but | also synpathize and
support a lot of our parents who choose to
homeschool their children. And | know the
| etter of substantial equival ency can be an
i ssue when school districts do not allowit,
and it could inpact kids getting the funding
for college and a variety of other issues.
Where do you guys stand on that letter
of equival ency?

MR MILGREW We're going to get
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di ng- donged, but --

(Timer chimng; |aughter.)

MS. GALLAGHER: To be conti nued.

MR. MULGREW \What the process would
go right now at SED for that is where that
shoul d be interjected --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you. Thank
you very much

There are no other |egislators w shing
to ask questions, so this is your dismssal.

MR. MULGREW Thank you very rmuch

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  You are the
guardi ans of our future. Keep up the good
wor k. Thank you for all that you do.

Panel B: Conference of Big 5 School
Districts; Buffalo Public Schools; Rochester
City School District; Syracuse Cty School
District; Yonkers Public Schools; Munt
Vernon Public Schools; City School District
of Al bany; and Utica Public School s.

(O f the record.)

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW (M c off.)

-- Buffalo's not here. |s that the
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case?

M5. PYLE: Buffalo was here. They had
a pressing matter in the district, and
t hought they'd be on earlier, so she had to
| eave just a bit ago. She did submt witten
t esti nony.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  All right.

So do we have any specific order that
we're going to do this?

M5. PYLE: W' re al phabetical by
district, the Big 5 and then our affiliate
districts, if that's okay with you

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW (Ckay, the Big 5 and
then the Little 2 that you added on there.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW | know how t hat
wor ks.

M5. PYLE: It will be like the
Little 3.

CHAI RVMAN PRETLOW That's the
Little 3. You picked up Al bany now, right?
So you' ve got Al bany, Munt Vernon, and
Utica, is that how it goes?

M5. PYLE: Correct. Correct. W' re
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all here.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW The Big 5 and the
Little 3. Al right, Jennifer, you -- oh.
Before we start the clock, can everyone
identify thenmsel ves?

M5. PYLE: Sure. Jennifer Pyle,
executive director of the Conference of Big 5
School Districts.

ROCHESTER SUPT. STRI CKLAND: Good
afternoon, Demario Strickland, interim
superintendent of the Rochester City School
District.

SYRACUSE SUPT. DAVIS: Ant hony Davi s,
superi ntendent of Syracuse City School
District.

YONKERS SUPT. SOLER  Ani bal Sol er,
superi ntendent, Yonkers Public School s.

ALBANY SUPT. HOCHREI TER  Joseph
Hochreiter, superintendent in Al bany and
f oundi ng nmenber of the Big 5.

(Laughter.)

MOUNT VERNON ACTI NG SUPT. SM TH.  Good
afternoon. |I'mDr. K Veronica Smith, acting

superi nt endent of Munt Vernon City School
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District.

UTI CA SUPERI NTENDENT SPENCE: Good
afternoon. Dr. Christopher Spence,
superintendent of Uica Gty School District.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Wl cone al | .

MOUNT VERNON ACTI NG SUPT. SM TH:

Thank you.

M5. PYLE: So good afternoon, folKks.
As | just said, I'mJennifer Pyle. | serve
as executive director of the Conference of
Big 5 School Districts, representing Buffalo,
New York City, Rochester, Syracuse, Yonkers,
Al bany, Munt Vernon, and Utica city school
districts.

Thank you for providing us with the
opportunity to testify before you today, and
for your unwavering comritnent to nmeeting the
needs of the urban school districts in
New York State.

We're pleased that the Executive
Budget draws upon the Rockefeller Institute
of Government's recommendati ons and proposes
adj ustnments to the existing Foundation Aid

formul a that woul d update the poverty
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nmeasur es enbedded so that they nore
accurately reflect current denographics in
our communities. This is a good start.

However, it's inperative that the
state thoughtfully consider all of the
Rockefeller Institute's far-reaching and
conpr ehensi ve reconmmendati ons and conmit to a
Foundation Aid formula that is transparent,
predi ctable, and distributes funding in an
equi tabl e manner reflective of unique student
needs.

In particular, we urge you to nake
adjustnments to the formul a's Regi onal Cost
I ndex to ensure it adequately reflects
variations in the cost of delivering services
in different parts of the state.

In addition, the state must recognize
t hat resource allocation decisions are best
managed by experienced educators at the | ocal
| evel . The Rockefeller Institute recommended
elimnation of the set-aside requirenents,
and we urge you to take action to afford
school districts the ability to target

funding where it is nost needed.
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Lastly, we appreciate the Executive's
proposed nai ntenance of full funding of
expense-based aids. However, we strongly
oppose the Novenber database freeze.

Al'l of our school districts remain
deeply concerned about our students' nmental
health and are well aware of the dangers of
excessi ve cel | phone use. W appreciate the
Governor's focus on this inmportant topic.

However, we're very concerned that a
one-si ze-fits-all approach could prove
chal l enging for a plethora of reasons,
including the climate of fear that's been
brought on by actions taken at the federal
| evel in comunities, including ours, across
t he state.

We are already hearing firsthand that
children are expressing fears about having no
easy way to keep in touch with their famlies
during the school day. They're deeply
concerned that their parents will not be
t here when they return honme at the end of the
day. And again, we recognize that these are

i ssues that would have to be nanaged, and you
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can't have students on their phones all day.
But again, these are situations where we
woul d know what to do, what's appropriate,
what's not appropriate.

We al so question the need for
addi tional reporting, and we strongly believe
that all children nmust be provided with
robust nedia literacy education.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you,

Ms. Pyl e.

MS. PYLE: Thank you.

ROCHESTER SUPT. STRI CKLAND: So great
afternoon again. | amDr. Demario
Strickland, interimsuperintendent of the
Rochester City School District.

| want to extend a special thank you
to the chairs of this conmttee, the
Rochest er del egation, and the entire
Legislature. | amgrateful for your
unwavering commtment to neeting the unique
needs of our district.

This year the district |aunched I nvest
in Tonorrow, a conprehensive schoo

reconfiguration plan designed to enhance
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| earni ng and extracurricul ar opportunities
for students with highly qualified staff and
di verse progranming. This initiative ains to
neet the varied interests of our students
whi | e addressing the enroll ment decline we
have experienced for over a decade.

Additionally, we are excited to enbark
on phase 3 of the facilities nodernization
program This multi-mllion-dollar
initiative will deliver nodernized
state-of-the-art facilities for our students
and staff.

Rochester is one of the districts with
t he hi ghest needs in New York State, and the
foll owi ng are several key policies that the
Board of Education and |I have outlined for
this year. W are grateful that the
Executive Budget reflects an increase in our
Foundation Aid allocation. As you are aware,
the funds are used to effectively address the
uni que needs of students, particularly those
wi th special progranm ng. This adjustnent
will ensure that educational resources are

al l ocated appropriately, fostering a nore
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i ncl usi ve and supportive | earning
envi ronment .

Additionally, these funds will support
pr of essi onal devel opnent for our educators in
i mpl enenti ng research-based readi ng
strat egi es.

We inplore you to place a noratorium
on addi ng charter school s and expandi ng
current schools. Currently, 29 percent of
public school students in the Cty of
Rochester attend charter schools. This year
we will pay nore than $141 mllion in charter
school tuition. Furthernore, this
proportionate nunber of special-needs and ELL
students our district serves contributes to
hi gher costs associated with their education.

It is inmportant to highlight that this
situation creates an uneven playing field.
This inequity requires imrediate attention to
ensure a fair and sustainabl e educati on
system for all students. W request that you
[imt charter school saturation in urban
centers and designate the New York State

Board of Regents as the sole
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charter-authorizing entity.

In the com ng years, we nust enhance
and expand our technol ogi cal resources and
formal |y request another round of funding
t hrough the Smart School s Bond Act.

And finally, we also request the

expansi on of specialized aid and career and

techni cal education. The funding cap of 3900

per student requires an increase.
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you,
M. Strickl and.

SYRACUSE SUPT. DAVIS: Good afternoon.

| "' m Ant hony Davi s, the superintendent of
Syracuse City School District, and I would
like to thank you for allow ng ne the
opportunity to be here today to discuss the
Executive Budget fromthe perspective of the
Big 5 -- nore specifically, students in
Syracuse.

We are thankful that the Governor has
taken into consideration the Rockefeller
report on the Foundation Aid formula and has
i ncor porated sonme of the reconmendati ons

changi ng the allocation of funding for
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Syracuse that has benefited our district.
Thi s change has had a positive effect on
fundi ng, but we recognize that there are nore
changes that are needed in order for this
formula to be equitable for our school
districts and students in New York State.

We have over 20 percent of our
students in need of special education
servi ces, and another 20 percent that are
Engl i sh | anguage | earners in our district.

So further revisions are needed to be nmade to
be equitable for our students in our
district.

Due to the expiration of federal
stinmulus funding through sources |ike ARPA,
we will need continued state aid increases in
funding to adequately address the academ c,
soci al -enoti onal and technol ogi cal needs of
our students. Post-COVID our district has
experienced a dramatic change in the needs of
our students and famlies. Qur schools are
| ooked upon by our comrunity as a safe place
to go for assistance, and we have an

obligation to do all we can to assist them
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Whet her it's through comunity
school s, after-school and sumer school
programm ng, our partnerships with nental
heal th providers are things that we
concentrate on constantly.

As you may know, Syracuse continues to
be the poorest -- one of the poorest
conmunities in the state. In fact, on recent
Census data, Syracuse's child poverty rate is
one of the highest in the nation.

We strongly believe that education is
the way to break this cycle of generational
poverty, but we need students to be in school
in order for themto excel. W request that
additional funding is allocated to districts
that are experiencing chronic absenteei sm
which is an issue facing many of our school s
t oday.

As our district enbarks on the first
regi onal STEAM hi gh school in the state, with
a cohort of ninth-grade students in Septenber
of 2025, Special Services Aid and additi onal
Career and Techni cal Education fundi ng must

be allocated in our education funding. W
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have expanded our CTE progranms to over 30,
and are even inplenenting exploratory
progranms in our m ddle schools so that our
students have opportunities when these
opportunities cone to fruition in Central
New York. A state aid fornula that excludes
ninth-graders in the cal cul ati on needs to be
eval uat ed and adj ust ed.

Finally 1'd just like to touch base on
reading intervention initiatives, as the
Governor has continued to chanpion a focus on
literacy.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you,

M. Davis.

YONKERS SUPT. SOLER  Good afternoon,
Chai r persons Krueger, Pretlow, Mayer,
Benedett o, distinguished nmenbers of the
conmi ttees, and of course the Yonkers state
del egati on.

My name is Anibal Soler, Jr., and |I'm
t he proud superintendent of Yonkers Public
Schools. | thank you for the opportunity to
speak on behal f of the 24,000 students that |

proudly serve.
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Before | begin, | want to extend ny
heartfelt gratitude to the Yonkers state
del egation for their continued advocacy and
support over the many years. Your collective
efforts have laid the foundation for what has
beconme a remarkabl e story of progress.

My nmessage today, though, is sinple:
Protect our progress, protect the investnent,
protect Yonkers Public School s.

| may be new to Yonkers Public
School s, but this isn't a new problem Year
after year, Yonkers comes here with the sane
issue. This isn't about failed | eadershinp,
it's just about having the vision to fix a
flawed funding formula. W are New York's
third | argest school systemand are the only
one in the Big 5 graduating students at a
90 percent rate, an acconplishnent everyone
shoul d be proud of across the state, an
acconpl i shnent we nust protect.

However, today |'mhere to sound the
alarm This progress in investnment is at a
significant risk -- we're facing a

$68 m | lion budget structural gap, a
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structural deficit which we sinply cannot
solve on our owmn. We have m ni mal reserves
and using thementirely to close this gap
woul d be reckl ess.

Last year we nade tough decisions --
we elimnated a hundred positions, and we
cl osed two schools. Now we're seeing the
i mpact of that across our classroons in the
qual ity of education we are providing. An
exanple is that our current ratio of
counselor to students is one to every 500.

If we're forced to cut further, the
results will be devastating, including
additional reductions to staff, rightsizing
t he school system the elimnation of
after-school progranms and potentially
athletics, limted access to technol ogy.
These cuts woul d jeopardi ze the graduation
rate that we've worked so hard to achi eve.

The funding formula sinply does not
wor k for Yonkers. \While Buffalo, Rochester,
Syracuse have nost of their costs covered by
the state, Yonkers has relied on |ocal

t axpayers contributing over $498 mllion over
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the past 13 years. The Foundation Aid
formul a penalizes Yonkers due to high
property val ues in Westchester County, with
our costs, simlar to New York City's, far
exceedi ng our fundi ng.

Adj usting the Regional Cost I|ndex
woul d bring an additional $22 million to our
district.

Addi ng to our chall enges are unfunded
mandates |ike the Heat Index Bill and
proposed policies |ike the statew de
cel | phone ban. This is about fairness, and
Yonkers sets the standard for what's possible
in a diverse urban community. Qur students
deserve to have the sanme funding
opportunities as their peers.

| urge you to address the gap and
protect Yonkers Public Schools. Fix the
funding forrmula and fund a | earning
envi ronnent that doesn't bankrupt our
students from an educati onal experience |ike
many of the districts that surround us in
West chester County. Let us fund a schoo

experience for our students that we all can
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be proud of.

ALBANY SUPT. HOCHREI TER:  Good
afternoon. |'m Joseph Hochreiter,
superintendent of the Cty School District of
Al bany. And thank you for allowing us to
share our budget priorities.

The State of New York has nade
significant progress in recent years,
delivering fiscal equity for students,
famlies and taxpayers in high-needs school
districts, including Al bany. [In our school
district, the fulfilled pronmse to fully fund
Foundation Aid for all New York districts by
the '23-'24 school year closed an annual
shortfall of more than 26 mllion here in
Al bany.

As one of New York's urban schoo
districts that for years was underfunded and
under-resourced, as a result we relied on our
t axpayers due to these funding inequities and
are grateful that we are able to reach a
newy |evel playing field.

We continue to be grateful for the

state's conmtnent to equity and your
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recognition of our comrunity's uni que needs.
This is reflected in the recomrendati ons
brought forward | ast nonth by the
Rockefeller Institute of Governnent to retool
the state's funding formula, and in the
Executive Budget that the Governor recently
pr oposed.

In particular, we're heartened by the
Rockefel l er's recommendati ons to nodernize
poverty measures, take into account
cost-of-living differences across the state,
support school districts with large and
growi ng enrol I nents of English | anguage
| earners, and change the formula to renove
el enents better treated as categorical aids,
such as funding for students with
di sabilities.

We appl aud the Governor for reflecting
this commtnment in her budget proposal as
well as her plan to maintain the inportant
hol d- harml ess process for school districts.

It's clear that the thoughtful and
i nclusive process in which the state is

engaged brought New York significantly closer
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to fair and equitable school funding. W ask
that you maintain this focus on funding
equity and the uni que needs of i ndividual
school districts and conmunities as you pl an
to support the needs of all students in

New Yor k.

Wth these fundanentals in mnd, our
school district has identified the foll ow ng
priorities. W ask that you continue to
identify and address the uni que chal | enges of
i ndi vi dual school districts. R ght here in
the state's capital city, those chall enges
i ncl ude 63 percent of our property is
t ax-exenpt; one in three children live in
poverty; and the oversaturation of charter
schools in Al bany is anong the highest.

W al so are a federally designated
resettlenment city, a fact in which we take
great pride. Qur enrollnment of English
| anguage | earners has grown nore than
35 percent |ast year and conprises 20 percent
of our total enrollment.

We continue to advocate for funding

for pre-kindergarten. This is especially
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i mportant in high-needs districts |like ours
who were early inplenmenters of full-day pre-K
but hanpered by an outdated fornul a.

We know you' re aware of the om nous
statistics of the future of teaching in
New York. We salute the nmeaningful steps the
state has taken to address these | oon ng
changes. W urge you to continue to devel op
new pat hways that will break through barriers
that make it difficult for school districts
to create and sustain "grow your own"
progranms. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MOUNT VERNON ACTI NG SUPT. SM TH.  Good
afternoon. Thank you, honorabl e nmenbers of
the New York State Legislature for providing
us an opportunity to provide testinony.

| want to take the opportunity to
t hank the chairs of these committees and the
entire Legislature, but I want to
specifically thank Gary Pretlow and Shel | ey
Mayer for all the support that they've
provi ded to the Mount Vernon City School

District. And | look forward to neeting with
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you on Friday.

As the acting superintendent for
Mount Vernon City School District, |
appreci ate the opportunity to address you and
di scuss our priorities for the Executive
Budget and its inpact on our district.

In better tinmes, | would | ove to be
here tal ki ng about Munt Vernon's academ c
achi evenents and education priorities for the
next school year. But the current fiscal and
structural state of the district must be put
inthe forefront. Wile we have nunerous
challenges, | will keep this to four major
priorities.

So recently the New York Conptroller
desi gnat ed Mount Vernon City School District
one of two school districts classified as
being significantly in fiscal distress.
Basically, this is significant because we
have a decline in enrollment coupled with
i ncreased student needs. So while our
enrol | ment several years ago used to be about
10,000, it's down to 6,500. However, the

needs of our students are increasing
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tremendously. So this decline represents
1,577 students, or 19.6 percent during this
period. There's a forecast that by 2033,
we' |l have an enroll ment of 5, 168.

Because of this declined enroll nent
and because of our fiscal constraints, we
plan -- while the board voted for us to close
t hree schools and we're doing a restructuring
of our buildings, we are hoping to pul
oursel ves out of the hole that we're in and
we believe that we'll have a path forward.
And we want to be able to educate our
students in the sane way that -- the
surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods have weal th, and we
want to be able to give our students
everything that they have.

So al t hough we have this decline, we
still need to educate our students. Although
we're in fiscal distress, we still need to
educate our students. Over the last five
years our general -fund costs for
speci al - needs students have increased from
39 million to 60 mllion. This accounts for

over 22 percent of the budget.
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UTI CA SUPERI NTENDENT SPENCE: Good
afternoon. This is Dr. Spence of the Uica
City School District. |It's a pleasure to be
in your conpany today, and I'mprivileged to
represent our district.

So our mission here since we've cone
inis pretty clear. W're working to enhance
educati onal opportunities and enhance
educational attainnent and occupati onal
attainment. The challenge is sustainability
for us.

One of the things that we're focusing
on primarily is our new capital inprovenent
project for our career and technical
education so we can expand pat hways to
hi gher -wage enpl oynent once our students exit
t he secondary system That new innovative
i dea cones with additional costs --
adm ni strative costs, maintaining the
facilities, et cetera, et cetera.

Addi tionally, when we | ook at sone of
the other initiatives that we're working to
enploy to really provide waparound services

for our students as they conme with diverse
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chal | enges and needs, we've extended our

ext ended-day | earning opportunities. And so
far we've done it for half a year with a
budget of about 3.2 mllion, which wll
probably be double that and which will
escal at e.

So as we're working to address these
needs and really wap our arnms around these
children with the different program
attributes, it's the sustainability that
we're concerned about. Just to run off sone
nunbers, approxi mately 82 percent of our

general -fund budget is supported by state

aid, and property taxes make up approxi mately

12 percent of the revenue. This limts the
district's opportunity to raise revenue to
support escal ating costs associated with
contractual obligations and benefits to
support students.

Foundati on Aid accounts for over
75 percent of our state aid package, which
was previously provided to districts to pay
for any and all expenses as the district

deened necessary. However, the percentage
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all ocated to the C4E set-aside continues to
i ncrease, which specifies what the noney can
be used for. So again, we're working to
maxi m ze and utilize the budget in ways that
will provide greater opportunities for our
students, but we're al so thinking about the
sustainability of the programmng that we're
wor ki ng to inpl enment.

In addition to that, we again -- us
being a very diverse district, we have our
ELL students, special -education students,
about 84 percent of the district is
econoni cal | y di sadvantaged. And when you
stack that classification of students, it
equates with a variety of assets that
students bring, but also challenges in
regards to educating the students as well
because we sonetinmes need nore staff to
address sonme of the issues that we
experi ence.

So again, we are coordinating our
existing resources in a way that will have
t he maxi num i npact, but we're al so thinking

about sustainability in the long term
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you. Thank
you one and all.

Assenbl yman Magnarel | .

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Hel |l o,
everyone. And a couple of people at the
table I do know. M. Davis, how are you?

SYRACUSE SUPT. DAVIS: [I'mwell, sir,
how are you?

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Good. And
t hank you. Thank you all for comng. | only
get three m nutes too.

The superintendent of Syracuse
under st ands what |'m about to say because
we' ve been working together. Gkay? Chronic
absenteeismis sonmething that affects
everybody across the state. |I'msure it's
affecting all your school districts as well
as Syracuse, maybe one a little bit nore than
t he ot her.

What |'ve conme to see fromthe few
neetings that we've had with other
st akehol ders is that school districts have to
partner with other stakeholders in the

comunity in order to really nmake a dent in




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

415

absenteeism \Wether it's county soci al
services, the police, the district attorney's
office, there's a |ot of people that have to
be tal ked to and brought together to the
table. Ckay?

| feel also, though, that not only
wi th chronic absenteeism-- the sanme hol ds
true for other social services. Because |
don't believe that schools are the answer to
all the social ills of our comunity.

So what are our school districts doing
to bring those other community partners to
the table? That's ny question. Anybody can
answer .

SYRACUSE SUPT. DAVIS: Well, first of
all, thank you. Thank you for your
partnershi p, because you've been able to
bring many of the right people to the table
that we' ve been able to benefit fromtheir
experti se.

And | think we've nodeled that in
other areas. So we're doing a |ot of work
with some of the hospitals towards our nenta

health services. So | think we're doing the
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same nodel, but we're just doing it in
different areas of our needs. So | think

we' ve created an environnent where people are
willing to cone to the tabl e because they see
the work that we're trying to do, and we're
trying to do it as a full conmunity.

So | think we've had a solid inpact on
how we apply and how we approach sone of
t hese.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI:  Okay.

YONKERS SUPT. SOLER.  And | know |'m
not Syracuse, but I'd like to add to the
response.

| think you heard fromthe previous
panel , conmunity schools is a solution to
chroni c absenteeism It nmakes the school the
hub for the community. You enbed resources,
health clinics, social/enotional. You extend
t he school day, you go into weekends. You
provide nmeals. Conmunity schools is a
solution that would hel p address.

So | would say, you know, we're trying
to do that in Yonkers, that we have three

comunity schools out of our 40 canpuses. As
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we relaunch our strategic plan, to ne that's
going to be one of our fundanental pillars,
is that we | aunch nore community school s.
You know, schools that are grounded in
nei ghbor hoods, that have resources in there.

Everybody knows how to get to school.
The issue is can we disrupt the other things
t hat take them out of school, |ike doctor's
visits, maybe inmunizations, things that we
know are inherent barriers to sonetinmes our
kids coming to schools. Making sure there's
saf e pat hways to school, naking sure that,
you know, if we have kids go to schools nore
in their neighborhoods, we are less likely to
have -- or they're nore likely to have a
saf er pathway to school

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat or ?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Shel |l ey Mayer.

SENATOR MAYER: Well, thank you to al
of you for com ng. Thank you for
hi ghlighting the real challenges of urban
school districts.

First, you know, thank you, M. Soler,
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for your |eadership in Yonkers. And | know
the | eader's not here, but Gary and | al so
represent parts of Yonkers as well as
Assenbl yman Sayegh.

The Regi onal Cost I ndex is sonething
that we have pushed to have addressed. It
was referenced in the report, but it was
included in the Governor's proposal. You
identified it as bringing $22 mllion nore,
whi ch woul d be a significant shift
adj ust nment .

W thout that, and w thout additi onal
noney, are you suggesting you would have to
lay off staff again, as was the threat |ast
year ?

YONKERS SUPT. SOLER  Yeah, | think
the chall enge -- and you guys know this
better than nme, because you' ve been in
Yonkers | onger than | have -- is the

structural deficit. You know, every tinme

when the runs conme out, our dependence -- you

know, the poverty rates don't work in our
favor, given the county that we are | ocated

in.
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So if we don't get additional support
in sone formor fashion, we are |ooking right
now currently, with the runs that were given
by the Governor's office, at a $68 mllion
structural gap. W could use sone of our
reserves, but I will be clear to say we used
the reserves last year, 40 mllion of it, to
hel p cover the gap, which only | eaves us
30 million left. And so when you | ook at our
reserves in conparison to simlar-sized
school systens, we are very nmuch at the bare
end of it.

And if we use it, we could cut it in
hal f, but next year the challenge is even
greater.

SENATOR MAYER:  Yeah, | understand
very well. W -- the Governor does propose
to change the poverty nmeasures and not use
the ol d poverty neasures. And that does have
an i npact on Yonkers which, even under her
proposal, does increase. And | spoke to the
mayor about that.

| did want to ask Dr. Smith about we

know Mount Vernon -- thank you for your
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acknow edgenent -- has really severe
chal l enges this comng year. Wat is
necessary in order to get Mount Vernon onto
firmer footing?

And are you supportive of having a
fiscal nmonitor? | don't know if you were
here when we asked Conmm ssi oner Rosa about
that. And | think there is openness to
proposing a fiscal nmonitor for Munt Vernon.

How do you feel about that?

MOUNT VERNON ACTI NG SUPT. SMTH  |'m
very open to having a fiscal nmonitor. You
know, we've had chall enges. You know, |I'm
sitting in this seat because of what appears
to be m smanagenent of grants.

But our problemis -- there's many.
We have transportation that went up to
19 million from12. W' ve had our fisca
structure that we're worrying about. You
know t hat at the beginning of the school year
we had a ceiling that collapsed in the
bui l di ng --

SENATOR MAYER:  Yes.

MOUNT VERNON ACTI NG SUPT. SMTH  --
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and we had to del ay school opening.

Having a nonitor to ne will be good.
|"mthe acting superintendent, and | think
that it would be extrenely hel pful to have a
fiscal nonitor.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you. Good to
know that. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Maher.
ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: Thank you,
everybody. Thank you so nuch for being here.

And | definitely can see that a | ot of your
concerns are geared towards providing
funding. It's inmportant to a |ot of the work
that you're doing, and you're doi ng sone
great work. And we all appreciate that.

When it cones to the fornmula in
Foundation Aid, | think you' re going to see a
bi parti san support, as you've seen over the
years, understanding, really understanding
and listening to all of you, the concerns.
Hopefully we'll be able to get to a place
where the Governor can cone al ong and we can
make that better.

However, nost of the school districts
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that I have talked to north of New York City
are tal king about an issue that | really
don't even want to bring up, but it's that
big of an issue. Wth all the funding
chal l enges that you have, |I'mvery curious to
know i f you all agree that we should put a
pause on the 2027 electric bus nandate that
you all have to deal with and you all have to
forecast for and put noney towards.

How are your feelings towards that?
Do you agree that it should at |east be a
pause? And this is com ng from someone who
bel i eves electric vehicles is the future, who
absol utely believes that we should limt our
fossil fuels. W absolutely need to. But |
have ny concerns and believe that we should
study this nore and pause it. How do you
guys feel ?

M5. PYLE: Just -- 1'll make a brief
statenment, then turn it over.

So we have concerns. Keep in mnd,
t hough, in nost cases we don't -- we own
very, very few buses. So we contract out for

the | ower grades, and for high school nost
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everyone uses nunicipal buses. So we've been
concerned all along about the inplications
for the rates we will pay, which are already
very, very high. And frankly upstate there's
very limted conpetition. So again, it's a
little bit different because we don't own our
own fleets.

l"mgoing to let themjunp in.

UTI CA SUPERI NTENDENT SPENCE: | can
just speak to the infrastructure. You know,
inthe City of UWica we don't have the
infrastructure to build a grid to sustain
that. And, you know, absent eni nent donain,
we don't have the ability to find that
property to really build and then, you know,

i mpl enent that.

And then against the -- the costs wll
be conferred to the districts. So again, it
comes down to the rate and sustainability.

ALBANY SUPT. HOCHREI TER I'IlI just
add a brief point to what Jennifer nentioned.
W finally in Al bany are at pre-COVID bus
rides and nunbers through our contractors.

And this year alone, our costs for




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

424

contracting bus services is up 30 percent.
So | can only imagine what it will be when
sonme of these nandates cone into play.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: Do we agree that
we shoul d probably pause it? That 2027
deadline is conmng up, and you're already
going to have to spend noney to adhere to it.
Do we agree that a pause probably nmakes a
little bit of sense?

M5. PYLE: That's sonething that |
think we'll have to have additional
conversations on. And as far as an
organi zation, we don't take a position. And
yes, it's unaninous. So we will need to have
-- they can certainly give their personal
views, but we have to have a little nore
conversation on this. But we certainly --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: | appreciate your
candor. Thank you. Thank you all.

MS. PYLE: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Qi s?

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIS: It's great to hear
fromall of you, and certainly I'Il just

share |'ve been tracking equity in education
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funding i ssues for many, many years, going
back to a few decades ago when there was
sonmething called the transition aid cap,

whi ch generally hurt the Big 5 school
districts. One of the worst danmaged by that
was the Rochester School District. And so
we're in a newworld today with

Foundation Aid and the funding increases in
the |l ast few years.

Curious if any of you have this handy;
it would be good to have fromyou after the
fact. Wiere are you trending in the |ast few
years in ternms of how nuch you're spending
per student? Because one of the concerns has
been that you're not given the resources to
spend what you need to spend conpared to
other districts.

M5. PYLE: | think folks are saying
they'd like to get back to you with regard to
t hat dat a.

Wil e, you know, | think the per-pupi
costs overall you'll see have gone up, that's
been due to contractual obligations because

no one has had the resources apart fromthe
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influx of federal funds to increase spending.
Al'l of our districts face structural

deficits. That being said, it's not because
they're overstaffed or, you know, providing a
pl et hora of services that they don't need,
it's just the matter that the funding is not
inline with what their expenses are.

So they've worked very, very hard to
reduce their staffing through attrition,
retirements, other things so that they're
not, you know, inpacting fol ks negatively.

But there's definitely inpact on the

cl assroom particularly with the --
(Overtal k.)
ASSEMBLYMAN OTI S:  Just in general, ny

perspective is we want you to be able to

spend nore per student. | wasn't | ooking at
you to reduce, |I'mlooking for you to spend
nore, so ...

ROCHESTER SUPT. STRI CKLAND: No, | was
just going to reiterate that we are spendi ng
a | arge amount of dollars on our English
| anguage | earners and our students with

disabilities. But in retrospect, what




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

427

happens is that equity shifts to themand it
t akes away from students that are general
educati on.

So again, we continue to explain that
we definitely are educating our nost needy
| earners. Not saying that we don't want to
do -- we educate any baby that comes in front
of us. However, the costs that are
associated with educating those two distinct
student popul ations are definitely crippling
districts, unfortunately.

M5. PYLE: And | think all of our
districts are stable or declined with
enrol Il nent. However, there are nore students
t hat have been classified, and the students
who are classified are requiring nmuch nore
robust services.

YONKERS SUPT. SOLER  Yeah, | would
just, in the last 10 seconds -- students with
needs, high needs, out-of-district placenents
is also a big driver of costs. So as we try
to provide parents their choice and options,
sonetines that's external, that drives our

costs.
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ASSEMBLYMAN OT1 S:  Thank you all.
Thank you. You all have very inportant jobs.
Thank you for what you do.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Pheffer Amato.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATG  Hi, good
afternoon. Thank you all for what you do. |
think it's anazing to be the CEQ, CFO and
know everyt hing under the hat for your
districts.

So your testinmony, a lot of it's about
funding in the formula. Let nme just ask --
and | don't know if | heard any of yours as
we tal k about recruitment and retention for
teachers, are you short teachers? Just raise
your hand, how s that? W'Il go alittle
qui cker .

So the recruitnent challenges -- and
let's take Tier 6 out of it, because | can
see all your lips form ng and your brains are
saying that -- because we're sort of trained
to say "Tier 6."

But where el se do you find the

chal l enges? |If you could junp in really
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candidly. I'mchair of Governnment Enpl oyees
and we | ook at that. W hear all the tinme
that there's a retention but also a
recruitnent issue, that you need specialized
-- you're sending kids out of the district,
but you need specialized teachers. You don't
have English | anguage | earni ng speci ali st

t eachers.

And what is the chall enges you're
having with recruitnment? It's all up to you
now to give ne that feedback

MOUNT VERNON ACTI NG SUPT. SM TH:

Well, | would like to respond to that.

I n Mount Vernon, since we are
surrounded by weal th, many of our school
districts, they were able to pay much nore
than we could pay. Previously we used to
recruit people fromNew York City because we
paid nore than them But the Governor
of fered them an out, and they now pay nore
t han us.

So in terns of recruitnment, it becones
very difficult because we can't conpete with

our neighboring districts, and we're up now
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to negotiate, and that's been extrenely
difficult.

YONKERS SUPT. SOLER | would just
like to add I'd love to see sone flexibility
that you see in the private industry
regardi ng mcrocredentialing. W know we did
some exceptions around COVID. Everyone was
fine to relax requirenents around COVI D when
we needed staff, we needed virtual teachers,
we needed instructors. 1'd love to see a
rei ntroducti on.

|"d al so | ove, given the uni queness of
our urban comunities, allow us to
m crocredential paraprofessionals, teaching
ai des, folks we could work with. Let us
buil d our own teacher pipelines that could
fol | ow what ever state guidance, but allow us
to do it so we know that when we recruit you
we train you and hopefully you stay with us,
you get credentialed and we can ki nd of
expedite the certification process.

But | do know those things are a
little bit nore conplicated, but --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER AMATO.  So | et
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me stop you there. So the state is saying
that they've been really working to have
recruitnment -- you know, advertisenments out
t here saying, Take a state job, you know,
this is a great career path. Have you seen
any of that? Like stating your older -- so
maybe your high school student is going into
a college program Do you see that around
the community that it's maybe enticing
someone who m ght have not thought of a
career as teaching, or para, and that path?

SYRACUSE SUPT. DAVIS: Sonewhat. What
| was -- fortunately | was here for the
commi ssioner's testinony, and she spoke to
some of the prograns that they' ve put
together. And one of the things | think is
huge is for New York State to accept other
certifications comng into the state.

That's been difficult over the years.
Peopl e have experience in other places, but
come here and have a difficult time being
certified. So that would be of help.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER ANMATQO

Terrific, that's great. Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

| have a coupl e of questions.
really don't know where to begin. | don't
know i f you were here earlier; |I'mkind of
stuck on this charter school issue and the
adverse effects that charter schools are
havi ng on schools, especially the two
districts that | represent who happen to both
be at this table.

Have any of you cal cul ated the
addi ti onal cost per student as generated by
t he charter school s?

YONKERS SUPT. SOLER  Additional cost?

CHAI RVMAN PRETLOW By that | nean if
you take -- I'Il just break it down. One
child out of your school does not reduce your
overal |l cost one penny. But you pay this
charter school X anpunt of dollars, which
then 1'm sayi ng divides that over the
remai ni ng students in your district. So
there is an additional cost per student.

Has anyone figured that out?

YONKERS SUPT. SOLER No, we have not

done that anal ysis.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ckay, | would kind
of suggest you do, because | could use it as
amuni ti on.

Sonmeone told ne that Munt Vernon's
spendi ng $37,000 a student. |Is that true?

MOUNT VERNON ACTI NG SUPT. SM TH  So,
you know, that's a general sense. But for
us, especially for students that go out of
district, we could pay far nore than that.

It depends on the services they require.

| f you have someone going to
residential, if you have a special ed
student, that they get transportation, they
get OI, PT, special ed, they get -- we have a
student --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  So Mount Vernon, it
does not have a stellar record as far as
acadenmics in the eyes of the rest of the
world. I'mnot trying to be offensive, but
it's true. It's paying $37,000 a student,
and you're sending students to a charter
school and the tuition that you pay themis
based on $37,000 you're paying right now, am

| correct?
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MOUNT VERNON ACTI NG SUPT. SMTH. And
t hey take our brightest students.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Wel |, | went
through all of that. [|'mjust being --
trying to get to the basics.

So the charter school tuition that you
pay is based on what your cost per child is,
whi ch is higher than probably nost districts
in the state. So that's what |I'mtrying
to -- I"'mtrying to address. That's why |
was asking if you had the cost per student
and why are you payi ng $37,000 a student when
other districts are paying $24,000 a student.
And when you -- you know, push that out, it's
a bi g nunber.

M5. PYLE: W can circle back to you
with that.

MOUNT VERNON ACTI NG SUPT. SM TH:

Yeah.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Ckay. So | have
32 seconds left, and I don't want to ask a
guestion no one can answer. | think I'm
nmeeting with you sonmetine in the very near

future. And | have not net with you
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one-on-one yet. You're -- welcone hone, this
is your area, | know, your old stonping
grounds. But | hear you're doing a good job.

YONKERS SUPT. SOLER: Appreciate it.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ckay, thank you.

YONKERS SUPT. SOLER: W'l be
reaching out. W' |l be reaching out for the
one- on- one.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  All right, please
do.

Al right, thank you. Thank you, one
and all. Thank you, Jennifer.

The next panel is Panel C. New York
State Council of School Superintendents;
New York State School Boards Association
Associ ati on of Business School Oficials of
New Yor k; New York State Parent Teacher
Associ ation; the Rural Schools Association of
New Yor k; BOCES of New York State; and
Nati onal Parents Union.

Before we start -- and then, before
you start the clock, tinekeeper, wherever you
are, can everyone just go and tell real

qui ckly -- and introduce thenselves? And
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then -- where are we going to start? To the
left, or the right?

kay, that's fine with ne. [|f you
don't want to introduce yourselves, you don't
have to, you can junp right into it.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: (I naudi bl e.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ckay.

(Laughter.)

MR. LOARY: |'m Robert Lowy, |I'm
deputy director of the New York State Council
of School Superintendents.

MR BUDELMANN: |'m Scott Budel mann,
BOCES of New York State.

M5. BELOKOPI TSKY: Hi, I'mKyle
Bel okopi t sky, executive director of New York
State Parent Teacher Associ ation.

MR. CECHNI CKI: Brian Cechnicki,
Associ ati on of School Business Oficials of
New Yor k.

MR FESSLER  Brian Fessler, New York
St ate School Boards Associ ati on.

MR LITTLE: Dave Little, | direct the
Rural School s Associ ati on.

MS. BAKER: Ashara Baker, New York
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State director of the National Parents Union.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW COkay. Welcone all.

MR LOMRY: Cood afternoon. | am
Robert Lowy fromthe New York State Council
of School Superintendents. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today and for all vyour
past support of our schools.

Governor Hochul's proposed budget for
education is a wel cone and dramatic
turnaround froma year ago. The proposed
2 percent m ni num Foundation Aid increase
woul d hel p 56 percent of the state's
districts, many of which would otherw se see
that aid frozen for the second straight year,
and 80 percent of that aid would go to
average or high need districts.

Proposed changes to the state sharing
ratio would drive nore aid to bel ow average
wealth districts. W were inpressed by the
report by the Rockefeller Institute on
updati ng Foundation Aid. W don't agree with
every one of its recomendations, but it does
an admrable job of illumnating the

strengt hs and weaknesses of virtually every
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aspect of the formul a.

The CGovernor takes a sensible first
step by proposing to replace outdated and
fl awed poverty neasures. The Rockefeller
report also makes a point that we have
stressed: Proposed fornula changes can't be
understood in isolation. W need to evaluate
conbi nations of reforms. We'Ill all be in a
better position to evaluate the effects of
possi bl e changes once the entire school aid
dat abase i s updated next nonth, as it is in
every budget cycle. Efforts to update the
formula should continue, and our submtted
testinmony identifies sone areas that we woul d
prioritize.

The Governor has proposed a new
per-credit funding stream for dual -enroll nment
col | ege and hi gh school prograns. CQur
menbers share frustrations about trying to
| aunch and expand those progranms in working
with colleges. W'Il be seeking nore
recomrendati ons fromthem about how to
i nprove access to those opportunities.

We al so support increasing funding for
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career and technical education through BOCES
and speci al services aid, as your one-house
budgets in recent years have done. |It's

anot her strategy for helping to inprove the
transition fromschool to whatever comes next
for young peopl e.

Transitioning to an all-zero-em ssions
school bus fleet is a | audabl e aspiration,
but the current prescribed tineline cannot be
achieved. CQur submtted testinony includes
recomendations for a nore realistic and
reasonabl e transition that many of the groups
here at this table have endorsed.

Most districts continue to struggle
with at |east sonme hiring shortages. Sone
desperat el y need anot her extension and the
authority to enploy retirees without a limt
on earnings. |If necessary to protect
retirement systemfinances, we would support
requiring enployer contributions to continue
on behalf of those retired workers.

And finally, Governor Hochul has been
right to draw attention to the harnfu

ef fects of excessive online activity upon
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chil dren and young peopl e, but many school
di stricts have al ready engaged parents,
staff, and sonetinmes students to devel op

| ocal policies that are well accepted and
that are working. Any state mandate shoul d
all ow di scretion so that district

st akehol ders can devel op policies that they
feel will work best for their comunities.

I'I'l add that --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR LOARY: -- also sone of our
menbers say it's addictive. Internet use is
not just a school problem it's a lifelong
probl em and schools have a role to play in
t eachi ng about responsi bl e use.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW (Okay. Thank you.

MR. LOARY: So thank you for your

MR. FESSLER. Thanks again. M nane
is Brian Fessler, with the New York State
School Boards Association. Appreciate the
opportunity to offer reactions to the
Executi ve Budget on behal f of NYSSBA and the

676 nenber school boards we serve.
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NYSSBA' s encouraged to see a
Foundation Aid proposal that returns to
meani ngful funding levels with cruci al
guaranteed mnimumincreases. Wile it's
i nportant to acknow edge that this proposal
will not alleviate all budgetary chall enges
for all districts, NYSSBA is appreciative of
t he proposed school aid package.

Beyond the dollars itself, replacenent
of sorely outdated and i nperfect student need
data is consistent with recommendati ons
NYSSBA has stressed in recent years. Over
t he next few years we encourage | awrakers to
consi der continued revisions to the fornul a,
i ncl udi ng how the property tax cap interplays
wi th Foundation Aid, elimnation of
set-asi des, and revi ewi ng student-need
wei ghti ngs, anong ot hers.

We're al so strongly supportive of the
Governor's proposal for a truly universa
school neals program The benefits will be
wi de-ranging, including reliable access to
nutrition for students across all income

| evel s, reduction in socioeconon c stigmg,
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and a nore streanlined admi nistrative process
for school districts.

Al so wanted to conment on the
Governor's proposed ban on student use of
smart devices. In numerous conversations
with the Executive we have consistently
expressed support for the focus on addressing
student nental health challenges. At the
sanme time, NYSSBA has stressed that we
bel i eve local districts and BOCES are best
able to reflect the needs and priorities of
their local comunities.

Over the past year, NYSSBA has held
mul ti pl e sessions and wor kshops on the topic
and distributed other supportive material s,
wor ki ng to ensure that school board nenbers
have all the resources necessary to nake
informed | ocal decisions. Wile we
acknow edge the proposal attenpts to provide
sonme degree of flexibility in funding, we
continue to believe that any bl anket
prohi bition on the student use of cell phones
shoul d be determ ned | ocally.

You know, as part of your budget
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negoti ati ons we request additional itens to
be addressed. Zero-em ssion buses, as Bob
noted -- we appreciate your responsiveness,
especially over the past year, to the nany
serious transition challenges. But the fact
remains that the transition, as currently
required, is not achievable for a significant
nunber of districts.

In response, until or unless the
transition is repealed or altered, NYSSBA
j oi ned our education partners in offering
ni ne specific reconmendations with regard to
the current |aw

We | ook forward to working on these
recommendations with you. W strongly
encourage the Legislature to demand i ncl usion
of an increase in the BOCES ai dabl e sal ary
cap, which has been frozen for nearly
35 years, along with a proportionate increase
in Special Services Aid for simlar prograns
in the Big 5.

Lastly, we call on the state to
restore funding to gradually pay down the

$300 million in outstanding prior-year aid
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clainms, the majority of which are owed to
hi gh- and average-need districts.

We | ook forward to working with you on
t hese inportant issues, and thank you so nuch
for all you do on behal f of our students.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR. CECHNI CKI: Thank you,

Chairs Krueger, Pretlow, Myer, nenbers of
the committee.

My name is Brian Cechnicki, and |
represent the over 3,000 individuals working
i n school finance and operations across the
state. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak today.

We appreciate the Governor's school
aid proposal, which aligns in the aggregate
wi th what current |aw woul d have provi ded
absent any changes.

The proposed updates to the poverty
nmeasures in Foundation Aid are a wel cone
change, ensuring that the fornula better
tracks current data, but we recognize that
there are some distributional effects it

creates for some districts.
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After all the uncertainty surroundi ng
the future of school aid over the past year,
keepi ng the save-harnl ess provision in place
with a mninmum 2 percent increase brings a
sigh of relief to districts across the state.
We urge the Legislature to reject the annual
proposal to freeze data used in the formul as
to a date certain.

Many of my col |l eagues today have
addr essed key issues with which we agree, and
our witten testinony provides nore details.
But today 1'd like to focus on an inportant
but technical issue of prior-year
adj ust nment s.

These adj ustnents correct state aid
paynents after the school year ends, but the
process is not that straightforward. To put
this in perspective, imagine that you fil
out your time sheet at work incorrectly and
you' re overpaid by an hour. Your enployer
corrects this and takes that extra noney out
of your paycheck the foll ow ng week.

Now i magi ne that you've been underpaid

by an hour. Instead of fixing it in your
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next paycheck, your enployer says you're
going to have to wait 18 years. And then one
day, they tell you: Actually, we're just
never going to pay it to you.

That's what we're doing to schoo
districts. Wen an aid claimerror is
corrected in the state's favor, it gets taken
back fromthe district imediately. But if
the error is in the district's favor, it goes
into a paynment queue that is subject to
appropriation. If funded at its historic
| evel s, that queue woul d have taken 18 years
to pay off.

That nmeans all of the aid penalty
forgiveness bills that this Legislature has
passed and paid for in recent years' budgets
have not actually been paid to school
districts.

But we don't fund it at historic
| evel s. Since the pandem c, the
appropriation for these paynents has not been
funded, neaning that over $300 mllion, as
Brian nmentioned, is owed to districts

statewi de. Exanples include $136 mllion to
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New York City; Schenectady, 6.8 mllion
Mount Vernon, 4.8 mllion; Buffalo, 3.3;
Newbur gh, 2. 8.

The fair solution here is twofold.
Pay off the $300 m | lion queue and ensure
that, noving forward, districts receive funds
as quickly as the state takes them back.

Recogni zing that this may not be
possi ble, at the very least this budget nust
restore the appropriation on a recurring
basis so that districts receive what this
body has al ready negotiated for and enact ed.

You can find a | ookup tool on our
website, schoolbiz.info, to see how nuch

nmoney is owed to any school district in the

state and how | ong repaynent will take if the
original $18 mllion appropriation is
rest or ed.

Thank you for your tine today.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

M5. BELOKOPI TSKY: | am Kyl e
Bel okopi t sky, executive director of the
New York State Parent Teacher Associ ation

and proud to represent our 225,000 nenbers
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and our 2.6 mllion schoolchildren. On
behal f of our president, Patty Frazier, we
appreci ate the opportunities to coment on
how t he Executive Budget inpacts children and
famlies.

Thank you to the Legislature and
Governor Hochul for your continued comitnment
to all children and their famlies and our
schools. Every day, dedicated outstandi ng
educators, teachers, school |eaders,
school -rel ated professionals, nental health
prof essionals, PTAs and famlies do all we
can to serve children

Public education is our nation's
greatest hope. It is the prom se that al
children have a right to a free, appropriate,
hi gh-qual ity education, one that will neet
their diverse needs and support themin our
gl obal econony.

At a tinme when our students struggle
with food insecurity, poverty, need for
nment al health support and acadenic
i ntervention and supports for m grant

students, students with disabilities,
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homel ess students, English | anguage | earners
and all students, this Executive Budget
supports them as Bob and ny col | eagues have
sai d.

Today we will only speak on a few
policy itemns.

For the first tine, the Executive
Budget fully funds school neals for all at

$340 million. This is a $160 mllion

i ncrease over |last year. Under this program

the state will pay the student share of the
cost of all neals served to students not
receiving free neals already. No parent,
famly, educator, or conmunity menber wants
to see a child hungry, but that is what's
happeni ng. For sone, school is the only
pl ace they receive a warm or heal t hy neal
Hungry ki ds cannot |earn. They
struggle to focus and have | ower attendance.
| look forward to the day that | don't have
to answer a phone froma parent or
grandparent saying, "Kyle, can you help ne
feed my child?" New York State PTA supports

this proposal in full and in the strongest
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terns.

We continue to support the work of QOVH
and SED to support school -based nental health
servi ces and the expansi on of school - based
mental health clinics. W need nore support
for school -based nental health services and
initiatives in each and every budget.

We al so support the new investnent to
expand teen nental health, first aid
trai ning, and support for seven new
cl ubhouses and four youth-safe spaces.

Al so, New York State PTA supports
continued investnents in high-quality
uni versal daycare and after-school
programming. At the sane time, we truly need
a school - based uni versal pre-K system for al
New York State students.

We continue to seek support for CTE
BOCES, Special Services Aid, Early Coll ege
H gh School s, P-TECH and STEM prograns, as
they are proven to |ead to greater graduation
rates and success in college and career.

Senat or Mayer, thank you for already

nmoving many bills in support of CTE in your
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recent neeting, including S528/ A3430, which

i ncreases the aidable salary for BOCES
educators and rel ated Special Services Aid.
This is of highest priority to New York State
PTA.

You see, every famly has a dream for
their children. It is our job to be
dream makers, ensuring that every child, no
matter their zip code, their ethnicity, their
ability, their gender identity or expression,
no matter their race or their inmgration
status, has access to the highest-quality
education that we can give themin career and
life.

We hunbly ask that you support our
children Iike you always do. Thank you so
much.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR. LITTLE: Hi, folks. Thank you for
listening to the concerns of the half of the
school districts and the third of the
students represented by our rural school s,
and for allowing me to enter my second

guarter-century of barking at you once a
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year. Thank you for that.

| want to bring an uncharacteristic
nmessage of hope -- uncharacteristic for ne --
and that is that our state has enbarked on a
truly generational and hopeful change on
behal f of education in what SED is attenpting
to do by inplenenting Portrait of a G aduate.
|'ve been to three national conferences this
fall; New York State has been highlighted in
all of themas being the only state that has
succeeded in operationalizing that.

And here is nmy nessage of hope. Al
of you know how traditionally tough it is for
New York State to attract business. W have
hi gh taxes, we have a high per-capita debt
| oad, we've got a healthy and robust
bureaucracy -- all of which rmakes it
difficult for business to choose New York

But they want a workforce that can
col  aborate, that can comunicate, that can
probl em sol ve, that can work across diverse
cultures, and that can adjust and be
trai nabl e for any of the nunmber of jobs that

they will have over the course of their
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career. And right now, you're sitting in the
only state poised to be able to provide them
t hat .

That's a calling card that we' ve never
had before. W can't afford to have that
m ssi on over here and the noney that school
districts have to chase over here. They have
to be able to conmbine if we're going to
provi de this uni que generation of |earners.
No ot her generation has had these chal |l enges
before. They go to school wondering whet her
they' Il survive. They were in solitary
confinenment for two years. |If they were in a
state with junior high instead of mddle
school, they'd have gone directly from
el enentary school to high school

W have to address those things, and
this plan does in fact address those things.

To me, this budget, although a
wonderful place to start, is a peace treaty
with dollar signs onit. And it's pushing
everything down the road for a year of what
needs to be done to avoid not changing two

out of the 32 recommendati ons of the
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Rockefeller Institute -- as Bob nenti oned,
they all interact. They' ve got to be | ooked
at in a whol esal e fashi on.

You have the expertise up there and
out there to be able to do that in enough
time to change the future of New York State
and all of these children that have so far
been dramatically challenged during their
[ifetines.

And | would just suggest that, once
agai n, you take the opportunity to have the
political wherewithal -- you certainly have
the intellectual wherewithal, but to take the
political wherewithal to take on this fight.
Because not hi ng succeeds |ike the status quo.
It's going to be hard.

But if we don't start this year, at

best we start next, and probably the year

after that. How many years with -- if we
just run the formula, that we'll sinply say
"Fi ne"?

MR. BUDELMANN: Good afternoon. And
t hank you, Chairpersons Pretlow, Krueger, and

Mayer. |'m Scott Budel mann, district
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superi nt endent of Madi son- Onei da BOCES, and
' m here on behal f of the BOCES of New York
as its legislative liaison.

Thank you for your ongoing and
consi stent support for education. Wthout
your advocacy for this past year and the | ast
several years -- many years -- we would not
be in the strong position we're in with the
Executive Budget this year.

You' ve received nmy witten testinony,
so | won't go through all of it, but I"1lI
hi ghlight a few points.

BOCES of New York State supports the
Executive Budget proposal to fully fund
Foundation Aid to nmake updates to the poverty
nmeasures and to fully fund expense-based
ai ds.

We urge you to accept this baseline
proposal but also to look at the fornula to
adjust it in future years to adjust current
student needs and | ook at the inpact of the
property tax cap on |ocal school districts
ability to generate | ocal revenue.

We al so ask that you consider naking a
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much- overdue update to the BOCES aid

rei mbursenent formula by increasing the
anount of salary used to cal cul ate BOCES aid
from $30,000 to $60,000. |It's inmportant to
note that this is not a cap on BOCES
salaries. This is a cap on the anmount of
salary that can generate aid for schools.
Under the cap, resource sharing today is |ess
beneficial to schools than it was 30 years
ago, because as costs rise the incentive for
sharing has renmi ned static.

After funding, the next greatest
chal I enge the school districts face is the
wor kpl ace shortage, and the shortage exists
in nearly every school position. W greatly
appreciate the Legislature's work to update
and reformthe civil service process, and we
urge you to continue that work

We know there are constitutional
limtations that make it challenging to
elimnate civil service exans entirely. W
believe, as is the case with students,
enpl oyee skill sets can be denonstrated

outside of the traditional exam process as
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wel | .

Finally, as we work to rebuild the
pi pelines to increase pools of individuals
qualified to work in public schools, we urge
you to continue to offer and expand
schol arship and | oan forgiveness for
teachers, other educators, nental health
prof essional s who conmit to living and
working in New York State; extend the ability
of public-sector enployees to work in BOCES
and school districts wthout waivers and
pensi on penalties for five years; and
continue to nodernize civil service hiring
and pronotion rul es.

Thank you.

M5. BAKER  Hell o, esteened nenbers of
the Joint Conmttee on Education. M nane is
Ashara Baker, New York State director of the
Nat i onal Parents Union -- also, the proud nom
of a third-grader who has joined us today.

| stand before you with a m x of
frustration and unwavering resol ve conpell ed
by the urgency to address the critical

condition of education in our state. The
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data as presented in the National Parents
Union report, as well as today's NAEP report,
reveals New York is failing our children

For too long, longstanding inequities
exacer bated by COVID 19, coupled with big
policies, limted accountability, are
j eopardi zing the futures of generations of
kids in this state. W cannot afford to
del ay action any | onger.

Qur annual report outlines the stark
reality of the antiquated New York education
system increasing child poverty and barriers
to economic nobility. As parents, we are
just not pointing out problens, but we're
here with evi dence-based sol utions.

Consi der these alarmng statistics.
In 2023, only 52 percent of third through
ei ght h-graders were proficient in math,

48 percent in reading. Today's release of
the NAEP results are even nore troubling.
Thirty-one percent of fourth and

ei ght h-graders were proficient or above in
readi ng; fewer than 40 percent were in math

for fourth-graders.
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Econom ¢ and racial disparities
persist, with econom cally disadvant aged
students scoring significantly | ower than
their peers. 1Inthe Big 5 districts, these
nunbers are staggering.

Only 11 percent of third-graders in
Rochester are proficient in reading;

14 percent in math. Buffalo stands just at
24 percent in reading, 23 percent in math.
Especially statewide -- so statew de, we
have, of 64 school districts right now, fewer
than 10 percent of elenmentary students who
are proficient in math. This raises serious
concerns about whether our students are
adequately prepared for post-secondary
success and economc nobility.

Wil e the state has made historic
i nvestnments in Foundation Aid funding,
pr of essi onal devel opnent, there is a vague
conmitnent to evidence-based curricul um
t hrough the New York Board of Regents. But
there is still nmuch to do so that we can
guarantee that every child in the State of

New York has access to a high-quality public
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educati on.

At NPU we recognize that famlies are
facing real challenges across the state.
Nearly one in five children lives in poverty.
This is a systematic failure, and we are
demandi ng i medi ate and effective action.

And we're proud that the Governor has
i ncluded in the budget an Enpire Tax Credit.

Al nost half of these children are in
deep poverty, living in households with
i ncomes 50 percent or bel ow the federal
poverty line. This crisis we know has been
exacer bat ed since 2021.

But solutions exist, as | said before.
W' ve seen other states successfully adapt
and i nprove academ c outconmes by allocating
noney to evi dence-based prograns, high-inpact
tutoring prograns, high-quality instructional
mat eri al s, and professional devel opnent for
t eachers.

New York needs to follow suit. It's
time. As a New Yorker living in the greatest
state in this nation, we owe it to our kids

and our famlies to guarantee them a
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hi gh-qual ity public education.

| thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynman
Magnarel | i passes.

Senat or ?

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Shel | ey
Mayer .

SENATOR MAYER: Yes, | have questi ons.

And thank you all for all your
di fferent perspectives.

First, on the so-called universa
school, Brian, what do you say to the
approximately 20 schools in the state --
school boards that have not elected to
participate in the federal school |unch
program and therefore are really not subject
to this expanded participation that the state
woul d pay the bal ance for?

I n those school districts, sone of
which are in ny district, there are children
who can't afford lunch. Even though the

average incone is probably high, there are
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poorer students.

So are you as the school boards
encour agi ng these other schools to
parti ci pate?

MR. FESSLER. Yeah, certainly, you
know, without conversations with them
directly, | don't want to offer any, you
know, comments -- or | can't offer any
comments directly on individual districts.

But | think, you know, based on what
our menbership has told us, you know, to
advocate for, and the nmessages to bring to
you all and your colleagues, you know, |
think in the aggregate they understand the
i mportance and the val ue of universal schoo
neal s.

| think -- you know, and ny coll eagues
| "' m guessi ng probably agree. Anpong school
board nmenbers we saw a pretty significant,
you know, change in the attitude and
per ception of universal school neals com ng
out of the pandem c.

You know, | think there was a core of

supporters before that, and then the bul k
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wer e probably somewhere, you know, in the
m ddl e. But com ng out of the pandem c and
the expiration of the federal waivers
allowing for that universal school nea
provi sion and access, we noticed a pretty
significant trend.

So | think as -- you know, as the
Governor and you all have, with increasing
intensity, focused investnments in those
progranms, | think that it will, you know,
further encourage and all ow the renaining
smal | nunber of districts in the state that
per haps have chosen not to see the benefits
of all of their colleagues next door. And
certainly, you know, we're going to continue
froma statew de perspective to share
i nformation and resources about the benefits
of the program

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you.

You al so raised the issue of the state
pl an amendnment to increase Medicaid -- the
opportunity for Medicaid rei nbursenent for
all the nental health and ot her

Medi cai d-el i gi bl e services that schools
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provide. Are you working with the Governor's
office to expedite and expand?

| mean, we don't know how the federal
government will now respond to these things,
but it seems like a key way to get nore
resources into the schools that are providing
t hese Medi caid-eligible services.

MR FESSLER  Yeah, we've had -- |
t hink especially over the past year or so,
six nmonths to a year, as we've zeroed in on
this issue, we've had a nunber of
conversations with the Executive, with sone
ot her state agencies and different external
partners to try to push that forward.

And so, you know, certainly happy to
conti nue those conversations with you and any
of our partners to see what we can do to
continue to push that forward.

SENATOR MAYER:  Ckay.

| have additional questions. Ch, |
can't cone back. kay.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  No, |'m sorry.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynman
Carroll .
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No, you can't come back.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Thank you,
Chair Pretlow

And thank you all for your testinony.
But | especially want to thank Ms. Baker for
her testinony and her referencing this
nmorning's NAEP results. | think this is the
first person to nmention them

They are stark, and they are
troubling. And they are not just troubling
for Rochester or Buffalo, they are troubling
for our entire state. And | hope that the
State Assenbly and State Senate understand
how terrible this is and take your
recommendation to inplenent evidence-based
curriculuminterventions and evi dence- based
approaches that we know work for both
literacy and math to change this terrible
trajectory. O course other states have done
better recently than New York because of
that. And Ms. Baker, | thank you for
presenting that to us and rem nding us of
t hat today.

M5. BAKER: Thank you.
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CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  No, no one el se.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman Smit h.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  Thank you

And thank you all for being here. |
real ly always appreciate every year how
you're able to condense so ruch information
into such a short period. So good to see al
of you.

Proud PTA nmenber. Kyle, good to hear
from you.

David, | agree with your assessnent
that | feel optimstic at this, but I think
if we |l ook at the budget proposal this year
versus what we were proposed | ast year,
think it really puts groups like --
st akehol ders li ke those that you al
represent, trying to figure out what to do,
because every year we're preparing for
battle, not knowing is this going to be a
year that's going to be favorable or a year
that's not going to be favorable. So |I thank
you for what you're doing.

One of the notable issues that canme up
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during the Rockefeller hearings was the issue
of nmental health and how we can possibly
expand nental health services through BOCES.
Do you have thoughts on, you know, expoundi ng
upon that a little bit nmore on how we can
address that need?

MR. BUDELMANN: Sure. | think that
the difficulty for BOCES, particularly in
rural areas, is that we have recruitnent
difficulties as well. So to the extent that
there are proposals to set up health clinics
or mental health clinics, those are
beneficial. But we also have, |like | said,
difficulty attracting professionals to those
regi ons and payi ng them what they could
ot herwi se nake in other regions.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  And that's
definitely something we're hearing for a
pi peline issue as well.

Next, as we're waiting, children with
speci al needs, special education services --
that's sonmething else that came up, | think
during the Rockefeller hearings that we need

to take a | ook, because every child that we
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educate -- it mght cost alittle bit
different to educate every child.

So does anyone have any thoughts with
regards to how we can, you know, weight that
differently to make sure we're providing that
state support?

MR LITTLE: 1'Il take it.

Yeah, don't weight it at all. Get it
out of the fornmula and base it on the actual
cost. Because it's federally and state
mandated. And so there's very little
di scretion, and when school districts do
exerci se discretion, they're very often sued
over exercising that discretion.

And so rather than sinply weighing it
based on a type of service that you have,
take it out of the fornmula and base it on
what ever percentage in poverty the school
district has that's providing the service, as
opposed to saying, You get this nmuch noney
because the kid has this condition.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH.  So neke it
rei nmbursabl e based on the services provided.

And | will tell you in my particul ar
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district, one of the school districts I

represent, there's a case that is so

specialized that it will cost this district
close to a quarter of a mllion dollars to
provide. It's a service that is needed that

cannot be provided even in the State of
New York, so they have to go out.

So there's definitely a cost per
i ssue, and obviously we do have that
obligation and we want to be able to provide
t hose servi ces.

MR LITTLE: What a horrible
ci rcunstance to have a post-budget-el ection
or a post-budget-vote special education
student come into a district that has that
student al one put you over the tax cap.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH:  Thank you

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAIl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Murr ay.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Chai r woman.

And thank you all for being here.
Wth three mnutes, I'Il try to be quick

here.
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First, thank you all for your efforts.
Kyl e, especially with your efforts with the
uni versal neals, very, very inportant. And
thank you for all your work with BOCES. Big
supporter. Anything | can do to help -- |
think that is our future, as |I've said
bef or e.

But I want to shift gears and talk
about another big issue that nmay have waned
off alittle bit, but it's still out there.
And that's vaccinations and nedi ca
exenptions. | met with a doctor recently who
deals with several school districts, and
pl ease correct me if I"'mwong, but | believe
the process is that sonmeone cones with a
medi cal exenption, a parent gives the
paperwork, it's reviewed by a doctor who
m ght give advice -- and advise -- but the
final decision on whether it's granted is
either with the principal or the
superi nt endent .

Am | on track with that?

MR. LOARY: | believe that's the way

it is.
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SENATOR MURRAY: Assuming |'mon track
with that, we discussed the possibility of
changing that. Wuld it nake nore sense --
and 1'd like to get your opinion -- if al
nmedi cal exenptions, rather than being |eft
with the final decision being nmade with
sonmeone who doesn't have nedical training, if
it went -- all nedical-exenption requests
went through the director of inmmunization in
t he Departnent of Epidem ol ogy in New York
State?

It would sound like there's a lot, but
it -- as | said, it has waned a bit. | think
it's very manageable. But it would be a
nmedi cal professional, in fact probably the
nost qualified medical professional, making
that final call

Your thoughts? Any one of you.

MR LITTLE: | don't want to junp in
on every question, but I will say that having
their advice and consent on a |ocal decision
woul d be extrenely advant ageous, but you
woul d | ose just as much by not having the

| ocal input about what the unvacci nated
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child s inmpact mght be in any specific
| ocal e by maki ng the decision in the other
direction.

You' ve got to synthesize the two and
get advice and consent of a professional.

MR. LOARY: | have to say, we've had
di scussi ons anong our | eadership on this
issue in general. | don't think we've cone
to a resolution,

But certainly there is disconfort with
the idea that school officials are expected

to substitute their judgnment for that of a

nmedi cal professional. |'mnot sure how
exactly -- how to inprove upon that, but that
is -- as | say, that's an issue that has cone

up recently in conversations with our
| eader shi p.

SENATCR MURRAY: |'ve heard where a
particul ar doctor nay have given many
exenptions and automatically then the
superintendent or principal says, Wll, maybe
they' re shopping it or sonething, and nmaybe
this isn't valid.

But in one case, one particul ar case,
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some of them m ght not have been. But one in
particular was very valid. Unfortunately, it
was ki nd of rubber-stanped as declined. And
that's the fear.

MS. BELOKOPI TSKY: And there is an
appeal process, and there is a process now so
the State Education Departnent has extensive
information on their website in a formthat
has to be used.

So we do get these calls from parents
and famlies, and we're happy to continue to
hel p the parents and fam lies through that
process and then through the appeal process
i f needed.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you so mruch

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Ra.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you, M. Chair.

Thank you all for being here, and your
pati ence.

So there's a | ot of know edge and
experience sitting at that table right now,
which I know well fromyears as an Educati on
ranker and sitting on this panel.

So we tal ked about Foundati on Ai d.
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You know, there's so nany different pieces to
this, obviously. | think many of us, when we
| ooked at the study at first, we're like, If
we start doing -- taking little pieces and
not the whole thing, where do we end up?

But | do want to see if you can wei gh
in at all on something that | asked the
commi ssioner about. In particular, as we're
dealing with the changes with new graduation
nmeasures, your thoughts on whether and how we
shoul d be | ooking at the successful schools
nodel pi ece.

MR CECHNICKI: I'Il junmp in. As the
Educati onal Conference Board, sort of school
fi nance working group, we've | ooked at |ast
year -- even before last year's Governor's
proposal, we had | ooked at what are sone ways
that you can bite off snmall pieces of the
formula sort of in a Phase 1, Phase 2
appr oach.

One of those would be | ooking at that
successful schools anount, and |I don't think
we' ve, you know, cone to sort of a fornmal

position. But we've tal ked about our
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graduation rates, actually a good repl acenent
nmeasure for that. The tests that were
currently used -- that have now been frozen,
you know, al nost 10 years old -- obviously
don't work

And | think -- you know, speaking for
nmy organi zation, |ooking at what the
Rockefeller Institute proposed in just
essentially updating the tests and then
| ooki ng at sort of the top perfornmers,
regardl ess of what the standard of that
performance is -- | think sort of potentially
| eaves sonething to be desired.

And so yes, we've discussed, you know,
potentially graduation rates at sone base
| evel being a nore appropriate | ook for that
successful school study.

MR LOARY: At one of the roundtable
di scussions that the Senate held on
Foundation Aid back in 2019, one of our
nmenbers said Foundation Aid doesn't need to
be the solution to every problem And |
think that is where CTE fundi ng cones in.

And | appreciate that the Governor's,
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in effect, put on the table let's | ook nore
carefully at how we fund -- how dual -
enrol | ment progranms operate. To ne, it's
about how do we inprove the transition from
hi gh school to whatever comes next for young
peopl e.

MR FESSLER If | could add one
piece, | think this conversation in
particul ar, whether it's now or in the near
future, is or can be particularly hel pful for
districts on save-harni ess.

You know, often those districts are in
ki nd of a doubl e-whanmy enrol | ment situation
where they end up | ooking wealthier than they
may be, everything el se being equal. And
dependi ng on how we | ook at that cal cul ation
and run through that cal culation and the type
of districts in that grouping, as Brian
nmenti oned, that nmay better reflect the
econoni es-of -scal e chal | enges that sone of
our snaller, nore rural save-harm ess-type
districts are in right now

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
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ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you.

CHAIl RWOVAN KRUEGER: (M c of f.)

|"msorry. Thank you for draw ng our
attention to the chall enges of math educati on
and results, particularly in urban New York
Can you advi se us what you think our
sol uti ons should be?

M5. BAKER: Absolutely. So | actually
started the New York State Math Coalition, we
have parents at the table, higher education
fol ks, policymakers, retired math teachers.
We have been doing work on the ground | ooking
at other states, seeing how they have adopted
policy through conpetitive grants, through
state mandates. In particular, we are
uplifting the State of Al abama as an exenpl ar
nodel .

And going forward, we've |everaged
nore things around what's successful. So
hi gh-quality instructional materials, it's a
no-brainer. | was just on a national cal
for a National Pi Summit and this is the very
thread of threading the needle for success

wi thin mat henati cs.
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Agai n, not | eaving teachers al one.

Pr of essi onal devel opnent, dedi cated coachi ng.
And a feature that we really strongly fee
about is really bringing the parents into
this conversation. So doubl e-downi ng on

fam |y partnerships. Educating famlies on
how t hey can support their kids at honme is

al so the key to a successful -- any kind of
academ c out cone.

So these are just sone of the points,
but I do have information |I'm happy to share
with the commttee.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And just with ny last mnute and a
hal f, so you're all educators and you al
believe in science. So don't you think we
shoul d foll ow science and even the Anmerican
Pedi atric Association's advi ce about
vacci nating children? Does anybody di sagree?

No, you don't disagree? Just
checki ng. Thank you. Thank you.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman

Bai | ey.
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M5. BELOKOPI TSKY: Ms. Krueger, in the
last mnute, I will add, and | know -- thanks
for ny coll eagues' nention of NAEP scores --
there was a gain in our fourth-grade math
test scores today. So that was a speci al
highlight in at |east today's NAEP rel ease.

M5. BAKER: Yes, in New York City.

So New York City is a very beautifu
exanple that | use in a |lot of work around ny
accountability reports. New York City has
NYC Reads, investing in early literacy,
evi dence- based curriculum and now they have
NYC Sol ves.

Sanme i nvestnent. They |ooked at their
nunbers, they have | think 56 percent of
their students who were proficient in reading
and a little lower in math, and they | ooked
at those nunbers and they said it was
unaccept abl e.

| repeat it today -- 11 percent,

14 percent. Last year's scores: 2 percent
of eighth-graders were proficient in math in
the city of Rochester.

So we need sonething across the state,
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yes. W did see increases in fourth grade
for New York City, but we did not see it
across our entire state for our kids.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Bai | ey.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BAI LEY: Good afternoon.
Thank you very much

And as Senator Murray indicated, thank
you for all of your efforts. And | agree,
bel i eve BOCES is wonderful. M son was a
graduate in 2023 and went through the diesel
mechani ¢ t hrough our |ocal BOCES, so thank
you.

My question does center around
sonmet hing that we tal ked about al ready today,
but | feel it's inportant to ask this group,
so I'"'mgoing to direct the question
specifically to M. Little and M. Fessler
first, and then anyone el se that wi shes to
join in.

But are you able to provide the nost
updat ed estimates that you have related to

the cost for the zero-em ssion school bus
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mandat e? And then on that, you know, how
will the -- each elenent associated with
transitioning to zero-eni ssions cost base on
our current market conditions, what will that
add to it?

MR LITTLE: Yeah. No, | don't have
an estimate, but | can tell you how to nmake
t he cal culation. Go from 100,000 a bus to
300 to 400,000 a bus, and multiply that by
t he nunber of buses in New York State.

That's -- that's our nunber.

That's just the begi nning nunber
before you' ve got either charging stations or
transm ssion lines. |If you' ve seen
Shenendehowa -- Shenendehowa is a shining
star here in the Capital Region -- they did a
study just of what it would take to get the
sufficient anount of electricity to their
charging stations: $50 mllion. They have a
nunber of buses. They have a $50 mllion
price tag for a transfer station.

And | held a series of rural issues
forums around the state, and National Gid

testified at nost of themto nake sure that |
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knew t hat ny bi ggest problemwasn't noney, ny
bi ggest problemwas they couldn't get ne the
power. That overnight they charge the grid,
over ni ght they make sure hospital s have the
power, and that this would be a significant
chal l enge for themin trying to charge up
every school bus every night to get ready to
go.

The other thing that | would say in
all of this is in our headl ong rush to nmake
zer o- em ssi on buses nean el ectric buses, |
think we're ignoring what fuel cel
technol ogy is doing. And before we ram
ourselves into one corner, let's take enough
time to let the industry play out, because
t hey now have a fuel-cell car that will go
1500 mles on a charge and puts water out the
tail pi pe.

MR. FESSLER. | think beyond, you
know, kind of the pieces Dave nentioned, one
of the challenges we've found is there's such
a w de range of challenge and types of
chal | enge between different districts.

Qobviously the cost of a bus is one
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thing. But we've recomended as one of our
recommendati ons, you know, a state-funded
district-specific fleet inplenentation plan
t hat should guide the tinmeline for each
district.

It's going to be easier and quicker
for some districts, but nuch nore difficult
and |l onger for other districts. So I think
that's a critical part of this, you know,
beyond sone of the supports that the
Legi sl ature and the Governor worked towards
over the past year dealing with nostly
techni cal funding issues, but that | think
are hel pful as the kind of first steps al ong
t his path.

ASSEMBLYMAN BAI LEY: Thank you very
much.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman Maher ?

{Mc issues.}

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: He's still trying
to get it working.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW We'll go to
Assenbl yman Otis while you fiddle with that.

(Laughter.)
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOWN  Assenbl yman Qti s.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI1 S:  Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: |'m sorry. Am |
ski pped?

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Ckay.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOWN No, you're
unski pped. Go on.

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: Ch, thank you
Unski pped.

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: Appreciate it.
That's a new one.

Hi, everybody. | will use ny three

m nutes just by asking a very succinct

guestion. It was al so asked of the previous
panel. | want to thank my colleague for kind
of bringing this issue up. | hate that, the

fact that we're tal king about it.

So we've been hearing about so nany
different costs and the chall enges that are
faced by our parents, by our teachers, by our
districts, and everyone involved, and we have

this policy that's in place, whether you




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

485

agree with it or not, whether we think that
electric vehicles is the future and we shoul d
obvi ously |l ower our fossil fuel em ssions,
which | believe in.

This plan does not nake sense and
needs to be reeval uated and paused. So ny
guestion to each of you at the table -- and
some of you have answered it already. For
t hose that have not, do you al so agree,
representing the fol ks you represent, that
this should be | ooked at nore and paused?

And that is my question | give to each
of you.

MR LITTLE: 1'Il just junmp in,
because everybody else | think are
Educati onal Conference Board menbers and
their response i s nore nuanced.

For me, it boils down to the fact that
for particularly needy districts and our --
many of our small and rural districts, it's
not only nost logistically challenging in
t hose settings, but you're literally putting
districts in conflict between two state | aws.

You have to have your locality vote, and if
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they vote no, then you' re out of conpliance
with another state |law that says that in
two years you can only buy much nore
expensi ve buses -- when many of these
districts don't raise $100, 000 under the
tax cap.

So the state's got to figure out what
it'"s going to do with that conflict before it
goes headlong into this and, quite honestly,
puts the education of children in direct
conpetition with sinply getting themto and
from school

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: Sure. And |
appreci ate that.

MS. BELOKOPI TSKY: | think fromthe
PTA' s perspective, we are -- our parents are
al so worried about the safety of lithiumion
batteries as it relates to fire hazards when
it cones to the siting of the battery
factories and the pl ants.

W' ve seen, unfortunately, the
devastating California wildfires, sone of
t hose i ssues, and that has been repeatedly

brought to us at the State PTA and our




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

487

menber ship, and I know we have a position on
that from our coll eagues.

| know many of us are concerned, as
ECB, on both the tinmeline and the funding of
this proposal, and I will let them speak to
t hat .

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER:  Thank you.

MR. CECHNI CKI : From a school busi ness

perspective, we've really just focused on
what is the ask of districts right nowin
terms of inplenenting this, what are the
| ogi stical steps, what are the current
barriers.

You know, we're supportive of the
change and the anortization schedul e | ast
year, so sort of our imrediate focus is we
want to be good partners for the state, this
is what's on the books, so let's find
sensi ble solutions to get us through there.
We're continuing to work through that. And
as obstacl es conme our way, we're happy to
share those with you all and the Executi ve.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: Thank you.

MR. LOARY: As | think Brian Fessler
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said, the groups, the Educational Conference
Board, we put forward a series of
recomendat i ons whi ch we' ve shared with the
Legislature in the | ast week or so.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAHER: Thank you very
much.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl yman Qti s.

ASSEMBLYMAN OT1 S:  Thank you.

And | want to start off with a
guestion for the two Brians, although others
may want to chinme in.

In | ast year's budget there was sone
di scussion -- and | think sone |evel of
m sinformati on -- about the role of reserve
funds for school districts. And we have our
Finance Comm ttee, Senate, and Assenbly Ways
and Means Conmittee here today.

What can you share with us about their
inmportant role in terms of the financial
stability of school districts? And I'Il just
say, as an aside, | looked it up |ast year
and the biggest school district reserve funds

were the snallest -- sone of the small est
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school districts, who were just keeping not
even a percentage, it was an anmount, but not
that big an anmobunt of noney, but enough so
that they're prepared for an energency, which
is a prudent thing to do.

But help share how that really works,
and I'Il start with the two Brians.

MR. CECHNI CKI: Thank you. W al ways
j oke which of us is Brian and which is the
ot her Brian, so --

(Laughter.)

MR CECHNICKI: So "the two Brians"
wor ks.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI'S:  You're both the
ot her Bri an.

(Laughter.)

MR. CECHNI CKI: You know, certainly
this came up last year, | think, |ooking at,
you know, the reality of what districts have
in reserve versus what is, you know, best
practice for governments. And certainly the
state has been noving towards a 15 percent
fund bal ance. The GFOA suggested

muni ci palities should be on that.
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You know, districts are limted to
4 percent, as you know, of unrestricted
reserves.

Certainly there are other funds,
reserve funds that are avail abl e above that,
but they have restrictions to them They are
limted-use, there are rul es about being able
to access that noney.

And so you're right, there are a
significant nunber of districts that are, you
know, at the 4 percent or bel ow the 4 percent
because -- you know, both fromthe |aw but
then al so just how the inflow of noney com ng
fromlocal revenues, which is capped with the
property tax cap, and, you know -- and
certainly last year many districts were
l[imted on the state aid increase.

And so, you know, we don't see sort of
a growh industry in those reserve funds in
ways that | think other groups are | ooking at
or other entities are | ooking at, and others
woul d suggest.

MR. FESSLER: Yeah, | really

appreci ate the question because as Brian




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

491

al luded to, | think, you know, one of the
sonetines unfortunate m snoners is kind of
the comm ngling of restricted reserve funds
or dedi cated savings accounts that are

aut hori zed and gui ded by statute. You know,
the capital reserve. So where districts set
asi de noney, voter approved, in order to
build their next building or purchase a
school bus or a zero-em ssion school bus.

And then there's the nmuch smaller, the
limted to 4 percent, the undesignated,
unrestricted fund bal ance piece that -- the
kind of very small margin that allows and
supports districts to address sone of the,
you know, very, very nornmal -- especially for
publ i ¢ budgeting -- fluctuations between
revenues and expenditures m dyear.

So the fund bal ance piece especially,
at a 4 percent limt, is sonething that
school districts continually feel very, very
restricted -- no pun intended -- restricted
and limted by it.

| know t he Rockefeller Institute al so

addressed that with recommendi ng potentially
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upwards -- with guidelines and limts -- a
10 percent |imt, up fromthe current
4 percent limt.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you for that
answer .

| just have one quick question. Has
any school district begun buying or
pur chasi ng el ectric buses?

MR, FESSLER:  Yes.

MS. BELOKOPI TSKY:  Yes.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW And is the
infrastructure in place at these districts?
Because | personally don't see it working.
That's nmy personal view.

And | just take that by driving past
many parking areas that school buses tend to
park in, they're generally 4 or 5 inches
apart and they're just all cramred together
in a smll space. And if you're going to
have that many school buses wi th charging
stations, there has to be a | ot nore space
avai lable for themto charge. | just -- |
just personally don't see it working.

MR. LOARY: |'ve had exactly the sane
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reaction driving by the bus lot for ny kid's
school district. Just so many buses. How do
you -- it's -- the first inpulse is just to
t hi nk about the cost of the buses thensel ves.

And, okay, we've got until 2027 before
we have to start buying buses and 2035 before
we have to finish. But yes, you need the
infrastructure in place. And that could be a
huge and expensi ve undert aki ng.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Yeah, | think
that's probably a | arger expense than buying
t he buses thensel ves, because they have to
buy | and sonmewhere to put these buses on.

Unl ess they do shifts with the charging. And
you're going to have a real problemin the

Wi nter, especially in this part of the state
and farther north when electric vehicles
don't handle well in the cold, the battery
charge doesn't stay very strong, and they
don't work well on hills.

MR. LITTLE: There is not a bus garage
in the state that can hold an -- that holds
exi sting buses now that coul d accomodat e

el ectric buses. They're just bigger.
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So you' re tal king about a huge
expenditure just in dealing with maintenance,
the lifts that we have now to raise the bus
up to work on it, they don't handle electric
buses. They're of different dinensions,
they're longer and that type of thing.

The specific answer to your question
is that nost of the districts that have gone
ahead with purchasing electric buses have
done that with federal noney that's now very
much at risk

M5. BELOKOPI TSKY: And | will add that
in ny small rural school district of 300
students -- K-8, if you can inagine -- mnmy son
was on the bus for an hour each way to the
school district, for one route. And then the
bus woul d have to be reused for extra routes
in our very hilly Renssel aer County.

So as a parent and famly, you know,
especially in our rural school districts,
whil e we absol utely support the goal of this
initiative, we do worry about, you know, as
you nentioned, the frigid tenperatures here

in New York. Many of our rural areas that
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have to re-run buses a nunber of tines in
t hose charging stations.

But we will be happy to share the
Educati onal Conference Board positions, and |
know Dave has a position as well, with the
entire | eadership here.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Appreci ate that.

Thank you all very nuch.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Panel D?

(OFf the record.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Good eveni ng,
everyone.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Good eveni ng.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOWN How do we want to
start this? |In the order that they're on the
list? That works.

DR KAPPEN. Good afternoon, and thank
you for allow ng the 4201 School s Associ ati on
to share sone informati on about our concerns
related to the budget.

First, | want to thank you for all the
support that you've given to the 4201 school s

over the years. As you know, we represent
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11 school s throughout the State of New York
serving children who are deaf, blind, and
children with severe physical disabilities.

| don't know how nuch | can say to
t hank you for all you've done for us over the
years in supporting our students and their
grow h and their achievenents. And that's
really what we're about at our specialized
school s, woul d be achi evenents for our
chil dren.

W are thankful in the Governor's
budget that we at |east received | evel
funding. But this really isn't what we
really need to be able to grow and provide
t he services for our children.

So gromh is inportant to us, and you
may ask why. Qur schools are changi ng. Many
of the children that conme to our schools have
additional disabilities to their vision,
their hearing disabilities, or their physical
disabilities. W also have many nore
children com ng to our schools from
non- nati ve- Engli sh- speaking famlies. So

they' re bringing us those additional needs
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for education in their curriculum

Wth the additional disabilities for
our children, they need additional support --
occupati onal therapy, physical therapy,
speech therapy. Al of these specialized
services are comng at an increased cost.
These are premium jobs to be able to have the
children receive those services.

O her things that we're noticing that
are rising up our costs would al so be the
t echnol ogy needs of our students. W know
that technology is sonething that every child
needs to be literate and to be able to get a
conpetitive job in the future. And our
chil dren probably need those technol ogy
opportunities nore than anyone, to be able to
have either assisted technology or the
adaptive equi pnent to be able to be on equal
playing fields with their sighted and their
non- deaf peers as well as children w thout
physi cal disabilities.

We al so need to support our staff. To
be able to have the outcones that we have at

our schools, we need specialized staff,




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

498

highly trained teachers to be able to work
with the students.

One area that we have a great problem
with: W do have those teachers. Either
they come to us with the training, we provide
nore training to them and they're highly
regarded in other districts. | can tell you
we have the report where teachers are
recruited at an | EP neeting at a school
district to come to their school, because
that school district can pay nore noney to
t he teacher that provides the services to the
chi | dren.

So we need to be able to pay our
teachers, our teacher assistants, and the
ot her specialists in our school for the hard
work that they do for our children. So
salary growh is really inportant for our
particul ar students as well.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOWN {M<c off.}

MR. LOPEZ: Sure. M nane is John
Lopez. |1'mthe president of the New York
State Coalition of 853 Schools and executive

director at Devereux New York
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MR REBELL: Hi, I'm M chael Rebell.
|"ma professor and executive director of the
Center for Educational Equity at Teachers
Col | ege, Col unbi a University.

M5. LEVINE: |I'm Randi Levine. I'm
policy director at Advocates for Children of
New Yor k.

DR SANDVMAN: |'m Dr. David Sandnan,
presi dent and CEO of the New York Health
Foundat i on.

DR. KAPPEN:. Bernadette Kappen from
the New York Institute for Special Education.
|'mthe co-chair of the 4201 School s
Associ ati on.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR LOPEZ: Chairs, other nenbers of
the Legi slature here today, thank you for the
opportunity to address you tonight.

As | said, ny nanme is John Lopez,
presi dent of the 853 School Coalition. The
coalition represents approved private,
not-for-profit, school-age special education
and school progranms serving public school

districts' students with needs that are
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unable to be met within their own district.

We appreciate the support that the
Regents, State Education, the Governor, and
t he Legi sl ature have denonstrated over the
years for students with disabilities,
provi ding investnents to our school rates and
rat e net hodol ogy redesign.

The coalition supports the Board of
Regent s’ reconmendati on provi di ng annual
growh to the special education schools,
aligning the growh factor and the
nmet hodol ogy with the Consumer Price |ndex,
which is estimated at 3.1 percent for the
upcom ng year. Qualified teachers and
clinicians, as you've heard throughout the
day, are essential for the success of al
students, especially those with disabilities.

Many schools struggle with recruitnment
and retention. The average reported vacancy
rate anong 853 schools for teachers was
around a staggering 36 percent. For
certified teaching assistants, it was around
30 percent.

Staffing chall enges inpact the quality
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of services as well as the nunber of students
that we can take and support in our schools.
A survey of 853 school providers found that
50 classroons were reported closed due to
| ack of staffing.

To address these workforce chal |l enges,
the coalition recommends investing
$15 mllion across three proposals:
| ncreasi ng the Excessive Teacher Turnover
Prevention Program or ETTP, by an additi onal
$5 mllion. Investing another $5 mllion to
expand the list of eligible staff under the
ETTP prograns to include teachi ng assistants,
ai des, licensed clinicians, and rel ated
service providers. Additionally, inproving
t he pi peline of teachers through a $5 mllion
i nvestnment targeted to support residency at
853 prograns through the Departnent of
Labor's Teacher Residency Program

These investnments will ensure
equi tabl e access to quality educators for our
st udent s.

The Executive Budget proposal includes

continued and dedi cated capital funding for
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other simlar settings |ike state-operated
4201 and specialized schools. Unfortunately,
there is no such dedicated funding program
for 853 schools. The coalition reconmends
the creation of an 853 school infrastructure
capital investnent fund nodel ed after this
not-for-profit infrastructure investnent
fund, with the investment of $60 mllion.

Finally, State Education, through an
opi nion of counsel, recommended but did not
require districts to continue speci al
education services through the end of the
school year in which a student turns 22.
Aligning state law to those recommendati ons
is critical in supporting districts, and the
coalition supports the Regents' state aid
proposal of providing 65.4 mllion in state
support for the continuation of free
appropriate education for the full school
year a student turns 22.

Thank you for your continued support
of students and fam lies and staff.

MR. REBELL: Ckay. Ladies and

gentl emen, this year Governor Hochul has
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proposed a $1.7 billion increase, which many
peopl e have found to be nore than expected.
But let's be very frank about what the
Governor is doing with this proposal. She is
t hrowi ng noney at a Foundation Aid formula
that's 19 years old, that everybody knows is
totally outnoded, that is not neeting current
student needs.

And she's doing it in a year when we
actually have a surplus in this state.
What's going to be happeni ng next year? The
year after? Wat we're doing is patching up
an unwor kabl e system and not confronting the
pr obl em

Now, she did authorize the
Rockefeller Institute to do an anal ysis, and
we' ve heard many references to that anal ysis.
What did they find? Well, their sunmary was
there's no doubt the Foundation Aid formula
needs to change fromits current state. It
uses old, outdated information that does not
reflect today's student population. It uses
out noded nodeling, and it reflects an

anti quat ed concept of what public school
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districts are expected to do, how student
success i s defined, and how t hat achi evenent
i s measur ed.

In short, we need a new formula. W
don't need patchwork on an outdated, unusable
ol d system

Now, why didn't the Rockefeller
Institute come up with a proposal for a new
formula? Well, they were precluded from
doing so. Their charge said you can't put
this together and give us a new formula even
t hough everybody knows that is what we need.
State aid has asked this body for three years
to give them an appropriation to devel op that
formula, and | commend the Legislature
because | ast year in the one-house bills you
approved that appropriation. But the
Governor vetoed it.

Now, | notice that Conm ssioner Rosa
has not renewed that request. She realizes
the Governor's not going to let themdo it.

Ladies and gentlenen, it's got to be
done. Wat you're doing now in perpetuating

this formula is unconstitutional. The Court
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of Appeals has ruled in the CFE case that the
Constitution requires the Legislature every
year to systematically review how many
dollars do you need to provide all kids in
the state the opportunity for a sound, basic
educati on.

The Governor has not done that. And
with all due respect, the Legislature can't
do it without a thorough study of what al
t he ki ds need.

Now, our institute at Teachers
Col | ege, when we saw this problem we saw the
need, we raised foundation funds and we
started devel oping the new fornmula with the
aid of the American Institutes for Research
a very well regarded national research firm
What we want to do nowis finish the job.

We can get you a new fornul a,
obj ectively put together by next Decenber so
you can consider it for next year.

W need two things fromyou. W need
cooperation on the nethodol ogy, we want to
know whet her the successful schools nethod,

ot her met hods people talk about, is the route
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the Legislature wants us to go.

And quite frankly --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR. REBELL: -- the second phase is
goi ng to cost us nore noney --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR REBELL: -- and we would
appreciate a legislative appropriation to
hel p us finish this job.

MS. LEVINE: Thank you for the
opportunity to speak with you. M nane is
Randi Levine. 1'mpolicy director at
Advocates for Children of New York

We appreciate that Governor Hochul and
the Legislature fully funded the
Foundation Aid fornmula in 2023 for the first
time. Now we are joining with nore than
120 organi zations in saying that updates to
the formula are sorely needed, and that we
are deeply concerned that the limted changes
in the Executive Budget proposal failed to
fully capture the needs of students or
variations in regional costs and would result

in New York Gty schools receiving
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$350 million less to neet the needs of

| ow-i ncome students than the anmount they
woul d receive if these changes woul d were not
made.

In particular, while we support the
Governor's proposal to replace the free and
reduced-price lunch netric with the broader
nmeasure of econom cally di sadvant aged
students, we are concerned about updating the
poverty metric using census data based solely
on the federal poverty guidelines.

The current federal poverty threshold
for a famly of four is just $32,150. Trying
to make ends neet on $32,000 for a fam |y of
four | ooks very different in the five
bor oughs than el sewhere in the state, but the
proposal does not take into account these
di f f erences.

Echoi ng others, the state should
updat e the Regi onal Cost I|ndex, as
recommended by the Board of Regents and the
Rockefeller Institute. The RCl is supposed
to account for differences in wages in

different parts of the state but has not been
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updat ed since 2006.

The state should add a wei ght for
students in tenporary housing and students in
foster care, who have uni que educationa
needs that are currently not considered in
the formula. Qur witten testinony has
addi ti onal Foundation Aid reconmendati ons,
but the bottomline is that the fornmula is
supposed to result in equitable distribution
of fundi ng.

The Legi sl ature shoul d not accept
having New York City | ose hundreds of
mllions of dollars when this is a district
t hat has nore than 146, 000 students
experienci ng honmel essness -- one in every
eight -- and 700, 000 econom cally
di sadvant aged students, three out of every
four.

We're also calling for an ongoing
review of the fornmula to nake needed changes
beyond this year and ensure the formul a
reflects the actual cost of providing a sound
basic education to all students, especially

those with the npst needs.
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Qur witten testinony addresses ot her
areas as well, including our support for the
Board of Regents proposals to add
$2.3 million to support the state in
i npl enenti ng proposed changes to graduation
neasures, to add $65.4 mllion to help school
districts serve ol der students with
disabilities. And to enact a statutory
mechani smto update state-approved preschoo
and school - age speci al education prograrns,
tuition rates set annually by the
Consuner Price | ndex.

As | was sitting here today, an
article went online stating that right now,

t oday, 450 children are waiting for seats in
their legally mandat ed preschool
speci al -education classes in New York City
al one.

We | ook forward to working with you
t hroughout the budget process. Thank you for
t he opportunity to speak with you, and for
your worK.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

DR. SANDMAN:.  Thank you all.
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|"m Dr. David Sandman, president and
CEO of the New York Health Foundation. W
are a private, independent, and statew de
foundati on that works to i nprove the health
of all New Yorkers.

Qur Healthy Food, Heal thy Lives
program works to |ink New Yorkers with the
food they need to thrive, and that includes
ensuring that all students have the food that
they need to grow, to be healthy, and to
| earn, regardless of their famly's incone.
We ent husi astically support universally free
school neals for all students in New York
State in schools that participate in the
Nati onal School Lunch and School Breakf ast
progr ans.

In 2017, New York City enacted free
school lunch for all of its 1.1 mllion
students, and in 2023 both houses of the
Legi sl ature supported full funding for
universally free school neals statew de.
That year's final enacted budget vastly
expanded the program so that, today, about

90 percent of all students are eligible.
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That neans we're close to the finish
line, but close is not good enough. Too many
students are still left out, particularly
kids in smaller rural and suburban school s,
and especially so in the Hudson Valley, on
Long Island, and in Wstern New York

A proposal in the Executive Budget is
a final step to closing those gaps. It wll
provi de free school neals for an additional
280, 000 students and nake heal thy school
nmeal s truly universal. Doing so will help
save their famlies up to $165 per child per
nmont h, maki ng New York nore affordable

When school neals are universal, the
stigma of getting free neals decreases and
participation increases. Universal school
neal s are often -- they're good for kids
wel | -being and health. They are often the
nost reliable and the healthiest part of a
child s diet.

W know t hat when students eat schoo
neal s they consune nore fruits and
veget abl es, they have higher-quality diets

overall. But food-insecure students struggle
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to focus, they have | ower school attendance,
and they face greater risks of nmental health
i ssues.

Uni versal free neals al so reduce the
adm ni strative burden on schools so that they
can focus on educating children instead of
acting like bill collectors and chasi ng down
parents.

Finally, making school neals free for
all is overwhel mingly popular. Voters in
New York want it. A survey conducted by the
foundati on found that al nost 90 percent of
New York State residents, whether they have
children or not, support healthy school neals
for all.

Food has historically been the one
part of public education that discrimnates
by incone. That should change, and |
encourage you to make free school neals truly
uni versal and | eave no one behi nd.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you,

M. Sandman.

M. Magnarelli?
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M. Carroll?

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: | pass.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Mayer .

SENATOR MAYER: Sorry, |'m a perenni al
here.

So first, to Dr. Kappen, | understand
you're retiring at the end of this year?

DR KAPPEN: | am

SENATOR MAYER: And you' ve been such a
| eader on this fight. Congratulations to
you, and thank you for being here.

You nentioned supporting that
$30 mllion capital -- my understanding in
t he past was the need far exceeds $30 million
for capital for the schools in the coalition
| s that your understanding as well?

DR KAPPEN: The 30 mllion short-term
capital was for, you know, energency --
different repairs at the schools. And we've
had two rounds, and there is a third round
proposed, and | know that Assenblyman Qis
was really pushing that it nove al ong.
Because, as you know, nobst of our schools are

old. | nmean, anywhere from 200 to 100 years
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old, so that we really do need to keep the
school s safe.

SENATOR MAYER  Ri ght.

DR KAPPEN. And then the other is
really a capital investnment for workforce.
And t hat goes back to ny comment before about
the salaries with the teachers.

SENATCR MAYER: Yeah. |'mfamliar
with that.

DR KAPPEN:. If there could be, over a
t hree-year period of tine, a project that
we're able to work on getting the salaries to
be nore conpetitive so that we're not having
t he teachers | eaving us, going to school
districts or to BOCES.

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay. Thank you.

John, you have in your testinony about
the FAPE, the 22-year-old requirenment. Right
now your schools are required, basically, to
educate these students until 22, but there's
no rei mbursenent for you between 21 and 22.
How are you managi ng t henf?

MR LOPEZ: Sone districts are

forthcom ng and able to pay, others just
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aren't able to secure that, so they're either
maki ng the decision to end education the day
after their 22nd birthday -- which is just

di sruptive to famlies and the student and

t heir education prograns.

SENATOR MAYER: It seens not right,
shall | say, that the Constitution requires
to 22, and the state won't pay for you to
provide to age 22. So, you know, | think
you're going to have to keep fighting that
fight.

The next thing | just wanted to ask
Randi is on the 4410 preschool special ed.
The study is sort of years away from
conpl eti on, and neanwhi |l e we know st at ewi de
t hese 4410s are under tremendous fisca
pressure.

You' re seeking a special ed CP
increase to the rate now?

M5. LEVINE: Qur witten testinony has
a few different recommendati ons. W want to
make sure that progranms continue to receive
the rate increases that they need, and that

i ncl udes val uati on agencies as well as
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certainly other recommendations that could
hel p ensure that they stay fiscally viable
while we wait for the conclusion of that
st udy.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you.

M. Rebell, 1'Il follow up with you.
| ran out of tinmne.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman Smit h.
ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH: M. Rebel I,
actually want to follow up with you as well.

So maybe that will dovetail into sonme of --
so | will say, as someone who read through
the Rockefeller Institute's study that they
put together the day it came out, | was eager
to see what their recommendations were.

| didn't like all the recommendati ons,
but I think they did a very thorough job in a
very short amount of time. Can you speak a
little nore about that? Because |'mvery
interested, but | realize, you know, you
woul dn't need resources to | ook at sonet hing.
But, you know, the argunment would be we just
spent $2 nmillion to look at that.

MR. REBELL: Basically, they cane
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up -- we counted, they canme up with

32 different areas that needed to be

anal yzed. And in nost of them they made
recommendations. W -- we think all of those
are worth looking into. |I'mnot going to say
what we agree with or what we don't agree
with. W want to study them

And the major point is, as several
people said in earlier testinony, you can't
| ook at these things in isolation. You know,
New York City canme up here and said, kay,
you corrected the 2000 Census out-of-date
aspect of it, great, but that hurt us. On
t he other hand, you didn't do anything about
t he Regi onal Cost | ndex, which would have
hel ped us.

That's the way you put together a
formula. You have to look at it as a whol e,
and you try to make a fornula that's going to
be good for everybody in the state. W did
that with the Foundation Aid forrmula in 2006

You know, | was the attorney in the
CFE case. W worked with State Ed, we worked

with the Legislature. W had an 82-1 vote in
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the Senate. There was such powerful support
for it.

So when you look at it in a holistic
way, you can get the job done. And because
we believe in this, and because |I'mconmitted
to this, we went out and raised foundation
noney, we started devel oping this formul a.

Havi ng the Rockefeller information is
very helpful. It can help us speed up. What
|"m | ooking for is a conversation with the
Education Conmittees, others who are
interested. W want to tal k about sone of
t he net hodol ogy.

You know, we're an independent
university. W' re not behol den to anyone,
but we're trying to neet the needs of
everyone. W' ve hired the best -- | think
t he best experts in the country, who have
done this in other states. W want to put
t oget her something we can give you this tine
next year so you can look at a holistic
formul a.

And, you know, you'll play around with

it, but you'll play around with sonething
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that has | ooked at everything, that's giving
you what the |atest thinking is on nental
health, on all these other things you' ve got
to look at. And it can be done in a year.

What the CGovernor's done is kicked the
can down the road. And it can't be kicked
anynore. It's just -- you heard so nany
comments today that it didn't look into this,
it didn't ook into that.

ASSEMBLYMAN SM TH. | will say, giving
six months to do the job -- and | felt that
their conclusions were very blunt in certain
regards, and | was a bit surprised at that.

But | do think, you know, if you saw
my annotated version, you' d see that | |iked
all the areas where we're giving an increase
in aid, but that the areas that cut aid I
didn't really like. But you have to | ook at
it as a fornmula, the holistic fornula.

MR REBELL: What |1'd love to do is
get into a discussion about what aspects of
t he Rockefeller report the Legislature thinks
are nost inportant to dig into

We've got this expertise. W've
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al ready done all the statistical analysis of
how the equity issues and the outcone --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you. Thank
you, M. Rebell.

Senat or ?

MR. REBELL: Ckay. Sorry.

SENATOR LI U Thank you, Madam Chair.

| want to join Senator Mayer in
t hanki ng Dr. Kapl an and John Lopez for the
work that the two of you do and your nenber
schools do. | nmean, it's just incredible.
And we're always trying to push for nore, and
sonetinmes we see it succeed a little bit.

Most of the time we fail mserably. But
we'll keep trying. Thank you for your work.

DR KAPLAN:. | appreciate it.

MR. LOPEZ: Thank you.

SENATOR LI U.  Randi, thank you for
always telling me what to do and say, and |
will continue to do so.

Davi d, thank you for supporting the
neal s effort. Many of us in the Legislature
feel exactly the sane way, and we're happy

that this year's budget goes |onger towards
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t hat .

Now, M chael, I'mgoing to kind of
continue where Shelley left off. You don't
just want to just have a discussion, right?
You need sonething to have that discussion.
Now, you nentioned two things you needed from
the Legislature before. R ght? You
actually -- aren't you Legislature for 10
mllion things?

MR, REBELL: No.

SENATOR LI U:  No?

MR. REBELL: We're |ooking for about 1
mllion.

Are we |l ooking for 10 mllion things?
" m | ooking for input on how we can finish
developing this thing. And, quite frankly,
we've raised a | ot of Foundation Aid noney,
but we need nore. And | know the Legislature
has mechani snms for making grants to
universities and all. 1'd like to talk to
peopl e about that possibility in the context
of telling you what we can do, what input we
t hink woul d speed up the job if we got a

focus on sonme of the nethodol ogies, |ike
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whet her we shoul d use these successful
school s, or we think there are better
nmet hods.

But we know in advance that the
Legi slature would prefer doing it this way
rat her than that way, rather than wasting our
time or giving you sonething that woul d be
rejected next year, we'd like to see if we
can tal k through the nethodol ogi es and t hen
go ahead and finish the job. And --

(Overtal k.)

SENATOR LIU.  Well, we've already
invested 2 mllion in the Rockefeller
Institute study, which is nore than what |
t hi nk many of us here were expecting to,
given that the State Education Depart nment
asked for just under 1 mllion to do the
st udy.

MR. REBELL: Right.

SENATOR LI U.  They went ahead and
did -- it seenmed like they did a |ot of the
study anyway. And they put forth
recommendati ons. Wat do you think about the

State Education Departnent's reconmendati ons?
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MR. REBELL: Well, in general, | think
that the State Ed Departnment is going in the
right direction. |I'mnot going to endorse
any specific proposals they've made. But |
agree with the comm ssioner, and |'ve tal ked
to the commi ssioner, and she's supporting
what we're doing. And if we can go ahead
with this, | know they'Il give us their
support, they'll work with us.

W want to do a | ot of statew de
public engagenment. | would prefer the
prof essi onal judgnment nethod, which --

SENATCOR LIU:  The Rockefeller
Institute already did that, the statew de --

MR REBELL: W haven't done those --
we haven't done those panels. W did the
statistical analysis part.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you very
much.

Assenbl yman Ra.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you.

Dr. Kappen, thank you for your
| ongti me advocacy. So you're follow ng

M. Kelly's lead into retirenent.
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DR. KAPPEN:. That's right.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: So just on the
capital side in particular, | know we're
tal ki ng about energency capital needs, but |
have been to many 4201 schools -- and | wll
ask you the sane regarding the 853s. | know
in the past maybe you' ve cone forward with a
figure of what you think the capital needs of
t hese schools are in terms of all the things
that we're experiencing in all of these
bui | di ngs that are many years ol d.

Do you have any figures with regard to
t hat ?

DR. KAPPEN: Well, we've gone after
that 30 mllion, which is the nunber we've
gotten. But, you know, | think when we talk
about it, just even this |ast round of
nunbers, people put in way nore than the
30 million. And people got sonme of what they

asked, not all of it, so that the needs are

still there. And sone of the needs are
great. It could be boilers, it could be
roof -- they're all health and safety issues.

They're not really anything to do with
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cosnetic or nodernizing or prettying the
place. It's to nake the environnment safe.

So | think in sone ways it could be
over 100, you know, when you |look at all the
needs of the various schools. And again,
with the popul ation of children changi ng at
sonme of the schools, there's probably a need
for nore accessibility that you would need to
create for ranps, for door openers, those
ki nds of things, to keep the environnment
saf e.

So as | said, we're really
appreciative and it's been a big help. This
| ast go-around, to have that 5 mllion held
back out of the 30, the first tine the 30 was
rel eased, they held back 5 mllion now for
energencies, so that if something popped up,
you woul d be able to apply for that. That's
positive.

And now we're waiting for the
gui delines for the third round to see what
wi | | happen there.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: M. Lopez, if you

want to counter on that as well.
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MR LOPEZ: Yeah, we've not canvassed
the schools to see what specific needs and --
to get a shopping list. But we nodded off
the investnments that were done with the 4201
and | ooked at the scope of our schools and
kind of came up with that 60 mllion nunber.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  And t hen one ot her
guestion for you as well. You know, this
came up with the comm ssioner talking about
the rate nmethodol ogy study. Qbviously we're
still several years away fromthat.

So how inportant is it that we have
sonme type of interimway to provide
addi ti onal resources to your school s?

MR LOPEZ: It's absolutely critical.
| nmean, you know, we've seen, you know, a
coupl e years of significant investnent, which
is great. But that's follow ng, you know, a
drought of investnment. And so that's kept us
afl oat, but we can't, you know, |ag behind
while we're waiting several years for the
nmet hodol ogy.

It would be great if that's done

qgui cker but, you know, we want it done right,
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too. So we're not in any way saying it needs
to be rushed. But we'll get them

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you all.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat or ?

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUECGER:  No ot her
Senat or s.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman Qti s.

ASSEMBLYMAN OT1 S:  Thank you.

Thank you, 4201 and 853s. And, you
know, beyond the capital needs, which we have
tal ked about -- big priority -- the concern
wi th Special Act school districts also has to
be to nmake sure these districts are able to
function on an annual basis, operating
expenses. W' ve |lost schools over the years
around the state, which neans there are kids
that are not having their needs net.

So | think we all need to stay at it
and be aware of those needs. So thank you,
and we' Il stay at it. [I'll go with that.

M ke Rebell, great to see you. And
you're sort of |ike the guardi an angel of
school funding. And good to see you agai n.

| think the other piece of the el enent
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t hat everyone has to understand is when we
get to a fornula, it's going to cost nore
noney than the normal increases we get or
that -- even when we've gotten bigger

i ncreases. And we should get confortable
with that, because what it means is that when
we reassign where noney needs to go and try
to upgrade areas where there's a shortfall,
the reality is there isn't a district in the
state that's doing everything they should be
doi ng anyway. But it's going to cost nore
nmoney, and -- so this is sort of ny warning
or reality check to everybody to get a little
confortable with that when a formula gets

wor ked out .

But your conments on -- anything el se
you want to add? You already said part of
this in the other answers.

MR. REBELL: Yeah, just two quick
things. Probably it will cost nore noney,
but I do think in doing a total look at this
we' re probably going to cone up with sone
unnecessary state mandates, sonme ways to save

noney. So it may not be as nuch as you
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m ght i magi ne.

And in any event, if there is going to
be an increase -- last tine we tal ked about a
four-year phase in. Unfortunately, it took
17 years. But | hope there won't be that
kind of delay. But it doesn't all get hit at
once, and we would agree that it should be
phased in.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTl S:  Thank you. Thank
you for your decades of great work on that.

MR. REBELL: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Si nmon.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.

| appreciate your testinony, and
al ways good to hear fromyou about the needs
of your schools, which we have never net.

One of the points -- and | would | ove
to engage in that conversation, M. Rebell,
by the way. But | did want to just ask a
fol | ow up, because one of the recommendati ons
that you made, Ms. Levine, was to invest in
t he hi gh-dosage tutoring. It's always

uncl ear to ne what we nean by that, |ike what
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hi gh-intensity tutoring is.

What are people -- what kind of
tutoring, and howis it being delivered, and
who is it being delivered by? Particularly
when | think of literacy, for exanple, and
the fol ks that are doing that and whether or
not they in fact are trained in the science
of readi ng, have those skills, et cetera.

Can you shed sone |ight on that?

MS. LEVINE: | think we want to nake
sure that any new i nvestnment goes to
intervention that is going to be effective.
And that follows the research of what we know
wor ks.

In New York City we've been glad to
see NYC Reads and the changes in the
curriculum There's definitely much nore
work to do there. And at Advocates for
Children, we still get many calls from
famlies whose children are struggling to
read who naybe need nore hel p than the new
curriculum provi des or are now ol der and
never got those foundational literacy skills

and are looking to get help -- small-group or
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one-on-one tutoring within the public school
system-- and too often we can't find that.

So we'd | ove to see that extended.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SIMON:  So in your mnd
t he request woul d support providing this
tutoring to students, for exanple, for whom
what ever's happening in the public schools is
not sufficient, or because they're ol der.

And does it include, you know, for exanple,
training? There are people who could do this
tutoring if they had sone additional support
and trai ning.

s that also built into what your
request is?

M5. LEVINE: The training is clearly a
critical conmponent. W want to ensure that
the fol ks who are delivering this tutoring
understand the science of reading and are
using i ntervention approaches that work.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SI MON: And do you -- or
| don't nean you personally -- but obviously
have a cadre of people who are available to
do this tutoring?

MS. LEVINE: Yeah, | don't think --
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN SIMON:  To me, it's like
one of those things -- we keep tal ki ng about
this as kind of buzzwordy, and | want to nake
sure there's -- | want to know what we're
doi ng.

M5. LEVINE: And let nme say that this
is a request that is being nade by a
coalition, so not just us. There are nany
fol ks who are di scussing howto do this nost
effectively. And there are already -- in
certain districts sonme of this is already
happening. W're going to need nore, whether
that is --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you very rmuch
for your testinony.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  There are no ot her
peopl e to ask questions.

| just have a couple of conments and a
gui ck questi on.

First, I'"mhappy to see that the
Governor is recognizing the special ed school
districts and we have to do a little |ess

fighting to get nore funding for you, even
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t hough we' Il still try to get nore.

And | guess | have one question for
M. Rebell, who wants to revanp the formnul a.
You know, currently the school aid formula is
based on the average wealth of the state.

And then they take the wealth of a district
and, if it's above the average wealth, it's a
little school aid. If it's below, they get a
| ot of school aid.

In your mnd, do you think that there
should be different criteria used?

MR REBELL: Well, that's the basic
nodel that nost progressive states use. Yes,
you should vary the amount of state aid based
on the wealth of the particular --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW That's what it does
now. And then it kind of reconfigures it,
trying to help districts that need nore noney
that don't fit into the fornula, and that's
why it's the hodgepodge that it is now

And | kind of think the problemwth
doing a new forrmula is the sane probl emt hat
comes up when a community thinks about

reassessing their property. You know, it's a
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third, a third, and a third. |If you do a
re-val in any conmunity, generally what
happens is a third of the people's property
taxes go up, a third go down, a third stay
t he sane.

And one of the reasons that you don't
want to do that is because the ones that go
down are usually your poorer districts in
your community. And then you' d have to raise
themto equalize everybody, and that's where
the problens lie.

And | think what happens with the
school aid fornmula -- if we change it,
several districts would have to go dowmn. And
we don't want to | ower any school district,
no matter what its wealth is, as evidenced by
t he Governor now putting in a 2 percent
hol d- harm ess on all school districts.

So if we did a new school fornula,
some districts would definitely go up, sone
woul d go up by quite a bit. | can guarantee
you that several, out of the 600-and-sone
school districts that we have, would be

necessitated to go into a reduction because
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of a new fornula. So rather than go through
that fight they just don't do a new fornul a.

MR. REBELL: well, 1'Il tell you --
and | ook, we could get into the econom cs of
what the overall budget situation is for the
st at e.

But when we adopted the Foundation Ad
formula in 2007, there was a hol d-harnl ess
for the wealthy districts, and the
underfunded districts got an average of a
15 percent increase per year over a four-year
phase-in, which really didn't fully happen

Now, | agree there was nore noney
avai lable at that tinme. But you can set up a
formula; if the Legislature is willing to put
the funding into it, yes, we can hold the
weal thy districts harm ess and we can really
| ook to the needs of those who need a | ot
nore. There are various ways of doing it.

What ever way you do it, though, it
shoul d | ook to current student needs and it
shoul d be constitutional. And we're not
doing either with using a 19-year-old

out dat ed f or nul a.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW | have to cut
nmysel f off. Thank you. Thank you very nuch

MR. REBELL: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you all for
your testinony.

W now want to put up Panel E

(Pause.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Good eveni ng,
everyone. (Good eveni ng, everyone.

Bef ore we begin, for the individuals
in the booth up there, could everyone just
i ntroduce thensel ves and give your title and
your name before we start the testinony?

MR PRIME: Sure. M nane is Mx
Prime. 1'mthe director of government
relati ons and advocacy for the New York
Li brary Associ ati on.

M5. COCHRAN. Hi, ny name is
Cat heri ne Cochran. |'ma policy associate at

the Center for Science in the Public

| nterest.
M5. PI NO- GOODSPEED: Hi, |I'm Jessica
Pi no- Goodspeed. |'m here on behalf of the

Heal t hy School Meals for Al New York Kids
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Coal i ti on.

M5. BARNETT: M nane is Caire
Barnett. |'mthe executive director of
Heal t hy Schools Network. And I'mgoing to
talk to you about two things that didn't cone
up in the budget and didn't come up in
today's conversation. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW (Ckay. kay, who's
first?

MR PRIME: |'ll go ahead.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ch, who's on first,
okay.

MR. PRIME: CGood afternoon. M nane
is Max Prime, and | have the privil ege of
serving the New York Library Association as
their director of government relations and
advocacy.

Thank you for providing me with the
opportunity to testify today on behal f of our
state's libraries, library systens, and nore
than 10 m|lion New Yorkers who hold library
cards.

| begin by thanki ng Governor Hochu

for a second consecutive Executive Budget
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featuring increased state aid to libraries
and dedi cated funding for NOVELny, while

| amenti ng her proposal to substantially cut
library construction aid. To that end, this
year's Executive Budget includes 104.6
mllion for State Library Aid, 34 mllion for
Li brary Construction Aid, and $3 mllion for
NOVELny.

New York's library community is
grateful to both the Legislature and
Governor Hochul for recognizing the need for
investnent in our state's libraries and
library infrastructure, but the allocations
proposed remai n insufficient.

To that end, NYLA is requesting
$176.8 million for State Library Aid,

175 mllion for Library Construction Aid,
$11. 33 per pupil for Library Materials Aid,
and $3.1 nmillion for NOVELny.

As for State Library Aid, the program
is the primary source of funding for
New York's |ibrary systens, which provide
shared services and resources to each |ibrary

in New York. These system services ensure
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that every community and every New Yorker has
access to quality library materials and
servi ces.

Unfortunatel y, sustained underfundi ng
to the tune of over $207 mllion across three
decades has depl eted services, degraded tech
assets, and di m ni shed educati onal
programm ng. And as such, New York's
libraries and systens require substantially
greater investnent if they are to weather the
storm of rising operational costs, expensive
intellectual freedom chall enges, and energing
comunity needs.

This year's Executive Budget for
Li brary Construction Aid features a
regrettable return to the practice of
proposi ng sharply reduced Library
Construction Aid at the start of year and
forcing the Legislature to identify and
resecure that funding. Despite statew de
construction needs that, according to the
State Library, have grown to a total of
1.75 billion for the period spanning 2023 to

2027, this year's proposal cuts existing




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

540

funds by $10 mllion, or 22.7 percent.

Wth each successive year of
underfundi ng the | evel of statew de need
continues to grow, our libraries continue to
age, the costs of, you know, fixing them and
what is there to be fixed go up, and the
i ssue net ast asi zes.

For Instructional Materials Aid we are
requesting, again, $I1.33 per pupil. For our

library materials, that level that is

currently inlawis $6.25. It's been stuck
there since 2007. It was |ast done through
Article VI1 legislation. It's tine to do it
agai n.

And for NOVELny we are requesting a
smal | increase to $3.1 mllion from
3 mllion, to account for increased costs
there and not to have any interruption in the
services and resources that are there.

Qur libraries and library systens are
vital institutions of foundational and
lifelong | earning. They advance |iteracy,
pronote equity in education, and bridge gaps

in access to critical resources for
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vul nerabl e popul ations. Wth adequate
fundi ng, they can innovate and deliver the
services that we need for our patrons that
keep enmerging. Wthout it, they' Il struggle
to actually deliver on the current services
t hey al ready provide.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

M5. COCHRAN:. Thank you,
Chair Krueger, Chair Pretlow, and nenbers of
t he Senate Finance and Assenbly Ways and
Means commttees for the opportunity to
testify today.

|"mtestifying on behalf of the Center
for Science in the Public Interest. W're a
sci ence-based consuner advocacy organi zation
who's worked on school food and school safety
for decades.

As a nmenber of the Healthy School
Meals for Al New York Kids Coalition, we
strongly support providing free breakfast and
free lunch to every New York student, as
outlined in Assenbly Bill 282 and Senate Bil
594. Additionally, we would |Iike to thank

the Legislature for its historic support of
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this critical proposal.

W're thrilled that in her fiscal year
2026 Executive Budget Governor Hochu
i ncl uded funding to expand universal free
school neals statewide. Wth this testinony,
CSPI urges the Legislature to ensure that
uni versal free school neals for all New York
students is fully funded in the final budget
for the follow ng three reasons.

First, this policy nmakes New York nore
af fordable for famlies. W know this policy
will provide economic relief to New York
famlies facing the high cost of living by
saving famlies an estinmated $165 on
groceries per child each nonth.

Second, universal free school neals
pronote nutrition, food security, and
acadenm c performance. A systematic review
exam ning free-nmeals-for-all policies found
that they are positively associated with
school neal participation and in many cases
are positively associated with diet quality,
food security, and academ c performance. In

fact, research shows that in 2017 and 2018
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food consunmed at school was the

hi ghest-quality source of food for kids
conpared to the nutritional quality of food
consuned from any ot her source, including
grocery stores and restaurants.

And finally, this policy has the
ability to advance equity. Universal free
school neal s provide assurance that al
children will receive free neals at school
even if their famly incone fluctuates in and
out of typical eligibility requirenents for
free neals.

No child deserves to be hungry at
school . Please ensure that the children in
New Yor k have the nourishnment and dignity
they need to learn and thrive by ensuring
t hat universal free school neals remain fully
funded in the final budget.

|'"d also like to speak with you about
food safety. The budget should al so include
Senate Bill 1239 and Assenbly Bill 1556,
sponsored by Senator Kavanagh and
Assenbl ynenber Kelles. This bill protects

chil dren and New Yorkers from dangerous
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chem cals in three ways.

First, it prohibits the use of seven
synt hetic food dyes in school foods. These
dyes can result in hyperactivity and adverse
neur obehavi oral outcones in sonme children.

Second, the bill bans three dangerous
food chemcals fromall foods sold in
New York State. These chemi cals are |inked
to cancer, hornone disruption, and
reproductive toxicity.

Finally, this bill requires
transparency. Federal regul ations allow
conpani es to use new food chem cals w thout
telling the FDA. For those chem cal s that
bypass FDA review, this bill sinply requires
t hat conpani es di scl ose the evidence for why
their food chem cals are actually safe to
eat. That evidence would be posted in a
publ i ¢ dat abase by the Departnent of Ag and
Mar ket s.

Thank you for your consideration.

M5. PI NO- GOODSPEED: Good eveni ng, and
t hank you for the opportunity to testify.

"' m here on behal f of the Healthy
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School Meals for All New York Kids Coalition
whi ch represents over 350 organi zati ons,
steadfast in our goal to namke universa
school neals a reality in New York

W're thrilled and grateful that
Governor Hochul included full funding for
st at ewi de uni versal school neals in her
Executive Budget, ensuring that over
2.7 mllion New York State students will have
access to free breakfast and |unch each
school day.

But we woul d not be here wi thout the
| ongst andi ng support and | eadership of this
body. The Senate and Assenbly both have
chanpioned this critical policy and have
taken us through increnmental steps that
you' ve heard of today, and we're really
excited that this year we can nake this a
reality.

As you' ve heard al ready today, we know
heal t hy school neals for all is a proven
policy to end hunger in our schools and save
famlies noney. W also know that stigm

really exists. This body has al so worked
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hard to ban overt lunch shamng in
cafeterias, but unfortunately that still
exists for famlies when they need to submt
applications, and kids still worry about
bei ng characterized as "that free lunch kid."

We hear these stories directly from
school s, and these anecdotes are underscored
in research. Wen schools shift to universa
school neals, nore kids eat, including those
already eligible for free school neals. W
know that this policy also supports student
heal th across all incone |evels.

Ki ds who eat school neal s consune nore
fruits, vegetables, and whol e grains than
their peers. A recent USDA study has cone
out to show that states with universal schoo
nmeal policies have increased |ocal food
pur chasi ng as wel | .

We had the opportunity to survey about
400 parents across New York State, and
87 percent of those parents agreed al
students shoul d receive free neal s regardl ess
of inconme. Anong the parents who have access

to universal school neals, 82 percent said
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they felt financial relief fromthe program
| would |ike to use the rest of ny

time to share direct quotes from parents from

that survey. One parent shared: "Inflation
is mking it hard for me financially. | work
two jobs, | still struggle. Having free

school lunch hel ps me not stress about having
to pack a |unch every norning."

Anot her single nomshared: "The
rising cost of food is harmng ny ability to
feed nmy kids healthy options. Free school
| unch makes that opportunity avail able."

Anot her parent described their own
experience and stigma with free neals grow ng
up and shared that "I was a hungry child. M
parents did not enroll in free school neals
due to shane. | ate what ny friends had |eft
over sonetines."

Qur coalition represents the voices of
these fam |ies who are asking New York to
ensure that all children have access to the
food they need, no questions asked. Wth
strong support fromthis Legislature and

Governor Hochul, this is the year we can nake
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New York the ninth state to inplenent free
nmeal s for all kids in New York

We're proud to stand al ongsi de you,
and we urge | awrakers to nake this historic
investnment fully funded in the enacted
budget. Thank you.

M5. BARNETT: Geat. Thank you very
much. It's great to be here. Thank you
agai n so much

| want to tal k about something that
was not in the budget and really hasn't cone
up in the questions, and it really has to do
with school facilities and it's really
pronpted by the Extrenme Heat in Schools Bil
and the pendi ng chapter anendnent.

New York State public schoo
facilities need to be prepared for extrene
weat her events, and inproving indoor air
gquality to reduce the spread of colds and flu
and ot her infectious diseases. W have two
maj or recomendations, and in the testinony
there are extensive resources on
hi gh cost/l ow cost ways to cool down school s

as well as inprove indoor air, and somne
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exanpl es of what NYSERDA' s al ready doi ng.

We urge all of you -- because this has
not come up in the budget -- to press,
because the Governor will not -- you have to

press the Board of Regents and the
Educati on Departnment to cone up with a plan

for school facility climate and heal t h.

Climate affects everybody. It affects
children dramatically. It affects the
conditions of the building dramatically. It

puts all that built infrastructure at risk
You need to have resilient buildings. So the
priorities include -- really, they need to
have a school facility climate and health
plan, prioritize howto address them which
buil dings are in the highest risk zone, and
where are the children at highest risk. And
t hen what would the cost be -- |ow cost, high
cost, and so forth. You really need that.

We support the bill. W want to see
t he chapter anmendnent signed and put in. But
t he second recomrendati on here, just the way
there are questions about shoul d

superintendents be signing off on
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vacci nations, there is substantial nedical
and environnental health research on the
effects of high heat on children.

Children are nore vul nerable to high
heat than the adults around them and that
nmeans they're nmuch nore vulnerable in a
school setting -- which schools are nore
densely occupi ed than nursing hones -- than
the adults who are the teachers and the
staff. So it's really inportant to get that.

So we want the New York State Health
Departnment to be directed to produce
hi gh-1 evel gui dance for the individual school
districts while they're thinking about how to
put together a plan and work it out with
their conmunity. It's really essential to
have the information to them before they
start preparing the plan, not after the fact.
So if the Departnent of Health can be urged
to assi st Education, and fast-tracking
advi ce, that would be great.

So just to tell you a little bit about
what happens in high heat. First of all,

they are nore vul nerable to high heat and
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ot her environmental health risks than the
adul ts around t hem because they're still
devel opi ng. High heat in schools is now

wel | -docunented to reduce the ability to
absorb new | essons, take on new information
i n high-heat classroonms. It also undercuts
test scores. And it's the third | eading
cause of athlete death in students.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman
Carroll .

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Good eveni ng,
and thank you all for your testinony.

M. Prinme, the Library Association
has -- you just advocated for an increase of
bot h operating and capital dollars fromthe
Governor's 2025 budget. Can you tell us how
you cane about to conme up with that
assessment, how you -- how t hose nunbers were
created?

MR. PRIME: Absolutely. So the
$176.8 mllion that we are requesting for
Li brary Operating Aid, we got that nunber by

taking a look at the first year of the
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current formula back in fiscal year '91-'92,
and | ooked at what was statutory that year.
It was around $76 mllion. [If you just
advance that out even by inflation out to
today, that reaches to that $176.8 mllion.
In the past 30 years there have been
massi ve expansions in what |ibraries do, and
costs that are associated with those. That
i ncrease woul dn't even cover that. That
woul d just be to, you know, do what we did
back in the early nineties. So that's kind
of, to us, a mnimmof what we really need.
For the Library Construction Aid, that
$175 mllion nunber -- we took the five-year
estimated current need for the state for
library construction, $1.75 billion. W took
one year of that, which would be
$350 million, and then we took what we would
need to |l everage the |ocal funds, the kind of
basel ine 50 percent match for |ocal funds,
and we said we would need that 50 percent to
cone in fromthe state to cover that and
actual ly keep pace with what our needs are.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Thank you so
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much.

CHAI RVMAN PRETLOW That's it.

Senat e?

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Shel | ey
Mayer .

SENATCR MAYER: Yes. | do have a few
guesti ons.

First, M. Prine, one of the libraries
in ny district pointed out that apparently
libraries, in order to get audi obooks and
other things that are really nuch nore
desi rabl e now t han hardcover books, they
actually have to sign a contract with a
for-profit book publisher that is the sanme as
sales to a bookstore, and that every year
they have to renew at an exorbitant rate.
They cannot get a multiyear contract, so --
and there is limtation on usage for
audi obooks.

Are you proposing or suggesting there
shoul d be legislation that allows |ibraries
or requires that libraries be able to have
deal s that are not the sane as a bookstore?

MR. PRIME: So what we are proposing
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is to have | egislation that woul d put
guardrails on this process so that libraries
are not kind of, you know, gouged on these
terns.

Currently we are having to purchase --
or really, we can't purchase -- |license
audi obook materials at rates that are far,
far above what an individual citizen would
have to pay for those, often two to three
times nore than an individual citizen would
have to pay on their own to get access to
that e-material .

And so what we end up having to do is
have these |icenses that, you know, they're
purchased at the higher price point. Usually
they are -- still one person can check it out
at a time.

SENATOR MAYER: Ri ght.

MR. PRIME: That's all there. But
after a certain nunber of circulations or a
certain tine period, that license ends, and
you have to purchase it again and agai n and
again. And it really, you know, puts the

squeeze on budgets.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

555

SENATOR MAYER:  Yeah.

MR PRIME: And nakes it so we can't
use the noney that you all give to us
ef fectively.

And | do know t hat Assenbl ynenber
Carroll has actually introduced |egislation
that we had introduced | ast year,
reintroduced it recently.

SENATOR MAYER: So Assenbl yman Carrol |
has a bill that addresses this issue. Ckay.

| think this is for Jessica. The
Governor nentioned in her State of the
State -- and you also are using -- this
$165 savings. \Were does that cone from
that nunmber? | mean, it sounds good, but |
just don't know.

M5. PINO GOODSPEED: |1'm so glad you
asked. They reached out about this sane
guesti on.

So we take the average cost of a
meal -- which is, | think, about $4.20,
cal cul ated by Feeding Anerica -- and then
take that and do sone basic nultiplication of

two neals a day and nmake a general sense, and
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then we kind of round it down.

SENATOR MAYER:  Ckay.

And | astly, Ms. Barnett, we don't have
a copy of your testinmony. Maybe it wasn't
submitted online. So if you can make sure it
gets to be distributed fromyou. W don't
have it. | don't have it, anyway.

M5. BARNETT: It was enmiled to you.

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay. |'mjust
sayi ng.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl yman Sm th? Gone.

Assenbl yman Qti s.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI1'S: | have sone
guestions for M. Prine. Thank you very much
for being here. W love our libraries.

Just to follow up on Senator Mayer's
guestion, four alternative nodels deal with
this licensing i ssue. Have you surveyed
anyt hing that other states have done in this
space, or would we be the first to sort of
junp in?

MR PRIME: So there have been

attenpts kind of across the country. There
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are a nunber of states that are kind of
advancing simlar legislation to what we are
advancing and trying to put that forward.

There were sonewhat different nodels
that were attenpted previously that had sone
kind of, you know, fatal flaws within the
text that really needed to be addressed.

This |l egislation that we have proposed
is fundanentally different to what the kind
of previous attenpts have been. W' ve
addressed those issues. The previous
ver si ons woul d have essentially required
publishers to enter into contracts w thout
giving thema choice. This uses the kind of
wel | -established right of states to regul ate
their internal markets and, you know, have
consuner protection contract lawto say if
you are going to engage with public libraries
on this matter, you would have to do so kind
of within these bounds -- and these terns, X
Y, and Z, would not be appropriate.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI'S:  Certainly
interested in nore information on that.

On the issue of capital, certainly
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we're all and the Legislature has been over
many years a big supporter of adding and
restoring capital funds for libraries into
that construction fund, very inportant fund.

For your nenbers, are you noting an

increase in the need for capital that is also

related to technol ogy upgrades?

MR PRIME: |'d say across the board
all types of increases in capital need are
there. So certainly that.

You know, we | ooked at broadband
i ssues that cone in with capital as well,
trying to expand access in comunities where
that is not there and the library ends up
being really one of the few places where you
can access it.

But certainly, across the board,

woul d say all categories of capital increase.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIl S: That's great.

Anot her topic really that's going to
come up in the Econom c Devel opnent heari ng,
but is sonething libraries have | ooked into
that 1'minvolved with, are digita

inclusion, digital equity prograrns.
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Li braries are big players in that.

So stay tuned, and you may want to
feed in some witten comments there as well.

MR. PRI ME: Absolutely.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTl S:  Thank you.

MR. PRIME: Thank you, sir.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  |'m sorry, yes.

Senat or Bynoe.

SENATOR BYNCE: Thank you,

Madam Chai r.

H. Geetings to the panel. And
M. Prinme, this question is for you.

When you referred to threats to
mai nt ai ni ng core services, could you explain
what those threats are and give us an
exanpl e?

MR PRIME: Certainly. So really, as
| nmentioned in ny testinony, over time there
have been these gaps in the statutory anount
of aid versus what we've actually received
for a long tinme, and the actual kind of value
of the dollars we have has gone down over

time as well .
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So it's just libraries and their
systens that kind of serve them have been
stretching that noney further and further and
further. And so our systens, where nost of
t he noney goes to from State Library Aid,
they help to provide those shared services
kind of across all of the libraries that they
serve to make sure that all of the libraries
in their service area are able to kind of
provi de those core services.

One of the things that we see
happening there is that, you know, sone of
the services they provide won't be able to
necessarily continue to be provided if the
noney doesn't continue to come in or increase
at a pace that would allowit. Things |like
shared I T services that make sure, you know,
the integrity of the IT there. O even, you
know, the covering of payroll processing for
some of the local libraries that they serve.

And each tine you take away one of
those itenms, it stresses the actual | ocal
you know, taxpayers there nore and nore. And

in those communities that don't -- you know,
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that m ght be nore econom cally vul nerabl e,
don't have the noney to be able to put in, it
nmeans that their libraries could becone
unsust ai nabl e and, you know, you nmi ght not be
able to continue to provide all of those
servi ces.

And one of the core things that we see
here that keeps coming up is, you know,
delivery costs continue to rise. And if the
noney doesn't continue to match with that, or
keep pace to allow us to continue providing
delivery on the sanme schedul es, you could see
days where, you know, the truck doesn't go
between the libraries and those books don't
make it to their intended destinations. It
creates longer lag tine.

There are so many different ways. A
| ot of systems end up subsidizing sonme of the
| ocal internet costs for their menber
libraries, which are a core aspect of the
services delivered. So there are a |ot of
different ways that that can happen.

SENATOR BYNCE: And you al so nentioned

supporting a slight increase to NOVELny.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

562

MR PRI ME: Yes.

SENATOR BYNCE: Coul d you expl ain how
t hat woul d be used?

MR. PRIME: Yeah. So essentially
NOVELny is a suite of databases and
el ectronic resources that are available to
all New Yorkers free of charge, and it ends
up being used, you know, in large part by our
school libraries to nmake sure that there are
dat abases available to kind of all students
across the country -- or not country, sorry,
state. But all students across the state,
you know, regardless of that relative wealth

But that 0.1 -- that $100, 000 woul d
just keep pace with the price of those, to
make sure that none of the resources drop off
this year.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan

Si nmon.

M5. BARNETT: |I'm-- since -- | did
email in my testinony; apparently it did not
get distributed. | apologize. But could I

make a conment out of nmy remarks that are

here, just to sort of fill out how the
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Regents mght prioritize?

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: So we' re maki ng
sure -- you've already -- you already spoke.
So we're naking sure the testinony gets
online for everyone. kay?

M5. BARNETT: Ckay. Thank you.

(Mc issues; pause.)

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SI MON:  Thank you. And
t hank you for your testinony.

Ms. Barnett, | had a couple of
fol |l omup questi ons.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOWN  Turn your m c on.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SIMON: It's on.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOWN Ch. | see red.
Ch, that's another mc? Ckay.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON: | can get
closer. kay. Just a couple of questions.

You tal ked a | ot about the effects of
heat .

MS. BARNETT: Yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON: |''m curi ous
whet her your organization has a view with
regard to the various systens froma clinate

point of view, right? In New York, unlike a
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| ot of states, we actually require an
eval uati on of physical plant every five
years, and it goes on a rotating basis --

M5. BARNETT: Right, the Building
Condi ti on Surveys, correct.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN S| MON: But there are a
| ot of old heating systens, there are a | ot
of , you know, places letting in air and
what not .

M5. BARNETT: Right.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON: | nefficient
uses. But also just many of these heating
and air-conditioning systenms, for exanple,
can al so have a negative effect on students
and exacerbate pul nonary di sorders -- asthmg,
for exanpl e.

Can you coment on that? | s that
somet hi ng that your organi zation has focused
on?

M5. BARNETT: Well, to begin with, our
focus is always children's environnental
health and safety. W're now in our
30th year as an organi zation. 1've served on

a nunber of different state commttees over
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the years, and I"'mcurrently a voting nenber
of the Health and Human Servi ces Feder al
Advi sory Conmmittee on Children and Di sasters.

So we have a project right now wth
RPI, and in that project we're | ooking at the
exi sting data that New York State already
collects. You collect Building Condition
Surveys, annual visual inspections. The
Heal t h Departnent collects pediatric asthma
hospitalizations and energency roomyvisits.
There are al so school report cards and so
forth, our heat vulnerability indices and so
forth.

So nerging these together in a nassive
dat abase, in a deep dive upstate, we did a
smal | roundtabl e workshop with Paul Tonko and
his district in the Al bany area, and we found
in his congressional district, 16 percent of
t he public schools had absenteei smrates over
45 percent annually. Thirty one percent of
t he public schools were in areas above the
medi an Heat Vul nerability Index, and
42 percent of the public schools had

ventilation systens with |l ess than five years
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of remaining life.

One of the interesting things about
the Building Conditions Survey is you can't
rely on something called air conditioning,
because it's not a good question to ask
because of howit's franmed in the Buil ding
Condi tions Survey. Wat we | ooked at in an
ol der Buil ding Condition Survey goi ng back
about five or six years -- not the nost
current one -- is we found that roughly half
of all the public schools upstate, out of
New York City, do not have nechanical air
handl i ng systens.

So this is a much bigger issue, which
is why it's really inportant to get an
overall look at it. |In fact, when -- we had
al ready established | ooking at Buil ding
Condi ti on Surveys when the Canpaign for
Fiscal Equity began its search. And |
approached M chael, saying, Do you want to
include facility data? And at that point --
whi ch was 25 years ago -- there really was
not the robust --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

567

MS. BARNETT: -- science. So we've
done a lot on this.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.
want to follow up with you.

CHAIl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Ckay. Thank you.
Sorry, we have to go on

Senator Mirray.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

And thank you all for being here. And
"1l echo what |'ve said over and over again
today: To those with the healthy neals,
t hank you so, so nuch. This is very persona
tome. |'ve told ny story before; | won't
use up the time. But it is very personal,
and it nmeans a lot, so thank you so nuch for
your efforts.

M. Prinme, thank you for being here.
| know you're a little under the weather, so
it shows your dedication to the cause here.
But, you know, year after year you tal ked
about the statutory increases and what shoul d
have been. Year after year after year,

t hrough every budget process. And there was
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a previous governor that was famous -- or
shoul d say infanmous for inmediately cutting
your funding and then nmaking the Legislature
claw it back just to get to the starting
poi nt .

It alnost feels like we're there
agai n, because we had a $10 mllion increase
up to 44 with the construction aid | ast year,
and where are we starting? Right back at 34
now.

Where shoul d the construction aid,
where should it really be at this point?

MR PRIME: So we do feel that it
should be at that $175 nmillion level. W
bel i eve that the --

SENATOR MURRAY: You' re saying
construction or overall?

MR. PRIME: For -- sorry, for that --
for construction specifically.

SENATOR MURRAY: (kay.

MR. PRI ME: Because that -- you know,
that aid is really the -- you know, |ike I
said, that represents what we need the state

to put forward for our localities to be able
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to |l everage local dollars to keep pace with
t he actual need of construction across the
st at e.

SENATOR MURRAY: And | al ways say when
we're in tight tines like this, if we're
going to increase, it needs to be an
investnent. Well, thisis. 1've had a
couple of libraries expand in ny district,
and the return is incredible.

What you see on the return in
i nvest ment here boosts both directly and
ancillary with just how it helps the
comunity. But | believe, if I'mnot
m staken, isn't it somewhere to the tune of
for every dollar we invest we get |ike an $8
return, sonmething |like that?

MR PRIME: It's about $7 back, yup.
For every $1 invested in libraries, about $7
back in --

SENATOR MURRAY: And that's why this
is truly an investnent that we will get back.
So |l wuuld Iike to see -- like you, I'd |ike
to see that aid get to where it should be.

Speaki ng of being stagnant, in 2007
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when we tal ked about Instructional Materi al
Aid, 2007 was the last tinme it increased.
We're stuck at $6.25. Again, up to the $11
is where -- alittle over 11 is where we
shoul d be.

But can you explain what that goes
towards? Wen we say Instructional Materi al
Aid, what is that?

MR PRIME: Certainly. And there are
several categories of Instructional Material
Aid. And we focus specifically on that
Li brary Materials Aid. And that is for the
materials in our libraries that, you know,
can be circul ated, that are, you know, for
use that can't be, you know, purchased under
t ext book aid or any of the other types of
instructional aid. But it's for the vast
kind of array of different things that your
student m ght want to check out fromthe
library.

And we did recently expand what that
includes to include digital materials,

e- books. Those cost a |ot.

SENATOR MURRAY: Ri ght.
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MR PRIME: W need to have that
hi gher level to be able to actually keep pace
with that.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you very
much.

Assenbl ywoman Hooks.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HOCKS: Hello.  Thank
you for your testinony.

Langston Hughes Library is a Bl ack
heritage reference center for the entire
Borough of Queens. It is also the only
library in New York City that provides
referencing and circulation. The Governor is
cutting its funding by $55,000. WII the
funds you are requesting have any funding
allotnent to that library?

MR PRIME: So in what |'ve talked
about today, that library would be addressed
t hrough the funds that would go to the
library systemthat serves it and kind of
work through that way, as its systemis -- it
is a branch of a system

But we have, you know, in our
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materials that we advocate for, while it's
not included here, we do year after year
advocate for full funding for that library,
for Langston Hughes, because we believe it is
important for that to not be cut back when
you have an increase. W want that stable
funding and for its services to be, you know,
robustly provided for.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN HOCKS: Ckay. Also |'ve
been hearing fromny libraries that it's
really difficult for the nonies that go to
the public library systemto actually get to
the libraries for repairs. And they have
been, two of them ny libraries, have been
waiting on just to get the sound system
repaired and AC. And it's been several years
of waiting, and noney was allocated for it.

MR. PRIME: And so the -- you know,
how it goes through the system there's a
process for the applications and how t he
systens can kind of apply that noney. And
so, you know, |'d have to |look at the
specific instances there that we're referring

to.
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But one of the issues that we have is
that the anount of noney that's provided, you
know, it's allocated across all the systens,
di vided by fornula. And the anobunt that goes
to each systemis just not enough to actually
handl e t he needs of all of those projects
that are there.

And we see often whereas there's a
baseline eligibility for, you know,

50 percent of matching -- or, you know,

50 percent |ocal funds and 50 percent from
the state. There is roomfor eligibility up
to 90 percent, but nobst of the -- you know,
for those who qualify for economcally

di stressed and di sadvant aged communi ti es.

But the anount of noney that goes in
isn't enough for nost of those libraries to
even be able to get, you know, 30 percent.
It's just not there. And we need to have
that investnment to properly be able to
| everage that and get that -- you know, those
proj ects goi ng.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN HOCKS: CGot it.

Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ckay, thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Anat o.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AVATO.  Hi
everybody. Good eveni ng.

Ms. Barnett, first of all,
congratul ations on 30 years. And | have a
guestion -- | don't knowif it falls under
your purview, what your organization does,
because you were tal king about healthy
school s and tal ki ng about the heating within
the building structure.

And I'"'mfrom New York City. Do you
| ook at infrastructure around buildings? So
for exanple, ny area, we flood. |In New York
City we have old infrastructure, our -- sone
of our kids can't get to school because the
streets are so flooded. If it's rain or
depending on high tide, we actually have
peopl e who wait till the tide goes down.

Do you | ook at that extension of a
school buil ding or what happens for that
health in that surrounding sort of area?

M5. BARNETT: So our funding issue is

actually children's environnental health,
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nmeani ng they' re adversely affected usually by
pol l uted i ndoor air.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AVATG  Ckay.

MS. BARNETT: Indoor air is our
foundi ng i ssue, because literally everything
that goes right and wong with a buil ding
fromthe outside to the inside can affect the
i ndoor air quality, and children with asthna
are going to be particularly inpacted. So
having had a son that was inpacted, it was
pretty logical to follow that.

So the project that we're doing with
RPI is mning the databases. Wat | do know,
from speaki ng to peopl e who have been worki ng
in the State Ed School Facility O fice for
some time, is that roughly -- it's close to
hal f, maybe a third to half -- of buildings
have been built located in wetlands.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AVATO. Wl cone
to nmy district.

MS. BARNETT: Yeah. So we have a
probl em here. Because climate's not going
away, and everybody's going to be warnmer and

everybody is going to be wetter.
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And so the resiliency issue is really
critical. And how do you build resiliency
around the building, right, to prevent the
fl oodwaters and so forth? And how do you
al so build resiliency inside the buil ding,
because i ndoor air gets worse wth warner,
wetter weat her.

Because -- and this is well
established through the Institute of Medicine
and the National Academ es of Sciences. In
fact, the National Acadeny of Sciences found
18 years ago that generally buildings have a
serious effect on children's thinking,
health, and learning. And so if you want a
bui | di ng that pronotes health and pronotes
| earni ng, they have to come with certain
characteristics. They have to be clean, dry,
quiet -- already they're not, right? Cl ean,
dry, quiet, free of dust and parti cul at es,
good indoor air quality, well-mintained
systens. Thernmal confort is an el enment.
Thermal confort means too hot/too col d.

To that, at this point, after 18 years

of work, there is nowa climate inpact. And
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EPA has put out tremendous information about
the inmpact of climate on children and heat on
climate, which I've included in here.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AVATO.  Thank

you.
M5. BARNETT: Thank you for the
guesti on.
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you very rmuch
for your testinony. | have | guess two easy

guestions for you.

First question. |Is the Governor's
proposal to fund the universal |unch and
breakfast sufficient, or should it be
i ncreased? Any one of you.

M5. PI NO GOODSPEED: So |'m happy to
answer this.

So we've been able to tal k and connect
with the Executive. And what we can see in
t he breakdown -- it does include the
expansion -- the |ongstandi ng rei nbursenents
for free nmeals and what we antici pate woul d
cover the remaining schools that do not have
uni versal. So yes.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Ckay. And
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typically, what does the school |unch and
br eakfast | ook |ike?

MS. PI NO- GOODSPEED: | can take sone
of that.

So school lunches are -- they nust
neet federal regulations and neet certain
conmponents. | amnot a school |unch
director --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW | nean, is ketchup
a vegetable? |Is that the road that we take?

(Laughter; overtal k.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW |1'm ol d, what can
say.

M5. Pl NO- GOODSPEED:  Correct.

Yes. So there are certain regul ations that
each school nust neet in order for that nea
to be reinbursed by the federal and state
government. And so there's al so oversi ght
t hrough the State Education Departnent to
make sure that those nmenus are conpliant in
order to receive reinbursenent.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  (Ckay, because |
don't think many schools now have cafeterias

where they cook, so they have to purchase
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food from outside vendors. |s that how this
works? | mean, is it a slice of pizza or is
it the nystery neat that | was used to in

hi gh school ? You know . ..

(Laughter.)

MS. Pl NO- GOODSPEED: School neal s have
come a long way even fromwhen | was in
school. And so there are sone schools that
do prograns outside of the National School
Lunch and Breakfast Programthat may use
out si de vendors.

But, you know, if you're using a
vendor they need to conply with whol e-grain
standards. That pizza needs to be whol e
grain. And so, you know, those pieces.

And | think, too, we're in a new day
for school nmeals. Schools are really kind
of -- we heard from New York City today,
usi ng parent feedback to inprove their menu
options, doing nore | ocal farmto-school
And uni versal school neals just really kind
of gives that stable revenue so that schools
can focus on giving kids the highest-quality

nmeal s that they'll eat.
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And so we're excited that this is kind
of -- we've seen this through the
| ongst andi ng prograns in New York City, and
now ki nd of being able to roll out to every
school in New York

MS. COCHRAN: And | would add, if |
may, that the 2010 Heal thy Hunger-Free Kids
Act was pivotal to inproving the nutrition of
school neals. And then the USDA passed a
final rule in 2023 that inplenmented stronger
standards as well. So schools are going to
be rolling in, for instance, a limt on added
sugars that's going to continue to inprove
the nutritional quality of school neals.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you very
much. Thank you all.

We're ready for Panel F.

M5. PI NO- GOODSPEED: Thank you

M5. COCHRAN:. Thank you.

(Pause; off the record.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Good eveni ng,
everyone. For our audiovisual people up in
t he booth, could everyone just introduce

t hensel ves and just state your name and who
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you're representing? W'd appreciate that.

M5. ALTFIELD: Yes. Sydney Altfield,
executive director of Teach NYS.

MR CULTRARA: James Cultrara,
executive secretary, New York State Counci
of Catholic School Superintendents.

RABBI SILBER  Yeruchim Sil ber,
director of New York governnent rel ations at
Agudat h | srael of Anerica.

MR MERRI MAN:  Janmes Merriman, CEO
New York City Charter School Center.

M5. HALL: And |I'm Anna Hall. [|'m
standing in for Fatimah Barker, who's
probably on your roster, fromthe New York
Charter Schools Association.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you all very
much. Ckay, who's going to start?

M5. ALTFIELD. Geat. Hi, everyone,
good eveni ng Chairs Krueger, Pretlow, Mayer,
and nenbers of both commttees.

"' m here representing
402, 000 nonpublic school students that attend
1700 school s and make up 15 percent of the

student popul ation here in New York
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| want to tell you a story about a
school on Long Island. Their school --
before the STEM programthat is in ny
testinmony and |I'm going to speak about today,
before the STEM program exi sted, that school
did not feel that their students had the
skills to conpete in robotics conpetitions.
Then the STEM program happened.

They started getting noney, they
started revanping their school's -- their
curriculum And I"'mreally proud to say that
now, with the STEM program that school | ust
placed, in their first tinme ever conpeting,
first place in a robotics STEM conpetition.

So when | tal k about increasing
funding for progranms such as the STEM
rei mbursenent program | like to tell you why
and how it's hel ping students and school s
across the State of New York

But unfortunately, the programis not
fully funded. So we're seeing great things
happen, but it's just not neeting the needs
conpletely. |f the programwere to be

fully funded, it would need to be funded at
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$133 million. We're currently at

$75.5 mllion. The Governor put it in for
85.5 mllion, a $10 mllion increase. W're
extrenely thankful. But it's just not
enough, as | nentioned.

We're asking for the Legislature to
increase it to $100 mllion to get us closer
to that full funding of $133 million so that
we can have stories |like that not just on
Long Island, but across the entire state, and
that every application that's applied for is
fully funded for the STEM program

Now | have to change ny tune a little
bit. That was very exciting, but now | have
to talk about the reality of what nost of our
schools are facing, is security threats. A
majority of the schools that | represent, the
nonpubl i c schools, are faith-based school s:
Jew sh school s, Islam c school s,

Catholic schools. And |ast year | spoke
about the horrific things that I was

Wi tnessing visiting these schools, and
unfortunately it has stayed the sanme a year

| at er.
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The FBI have found that there's been
an 84 percent increase of hate crines just in
the State of New York alone -- 961 hate crine
incidents in the last year. Unfortunately,
those are fueled by antisemtism by
| sl anophobi a, and our faith-based schools are
feeling the financial burden. And their
costs have risen exponentially, where there's
about 80 percent spendi ng increases across
t he board over the | ast year.

So we're asking for the nonpublic
saf ety equi pnent program -- the Nonpublic
School Safety Equi prrent program NPSE, to be
increased from$70 million to $90 mllion.
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR. CULTRARA: Thank you. In addition
to supporting Sydney's proposals as well as
Yeruchim s, the Catholic School
Superintendents would |ike to focus on two
i ssues: academic intervention services and
the state i mruni zati on program

For 25 years, funding for AI'S has been

at the enbarrassingly low, utterly inadequate




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

585

level of $1 mllion to serve these 1700
schools. Last year was the first year where
you broke that |ow fundi ng, and you provided
a 50 percent increase. But a 50 percent
increase on a mllion dollars doesn't
address, doesn't cone close to the easily
$30 million need.

We're asking you to restore the
$500, 000 that the Governor cut that you added
| ast year and to continue to increase that
programto neet the full need at 30 m|lion.

Now, the immunization program
Senat or Krueger, glad that you asked the
guestion of a previous witness. As you know,
our school principals -- all public school
principals are on the frontline of enforcing
the state's immuni zation program That is a
publ i ¢ health nandat e.

School administrators are not public
heal th admi nistrators. They're school
adm nistrators. Yet that's where the kids
are, so they inpose the burden on school
principals. Since 1985, you have been

provi di ng funding for our schools located in
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the cities of Buffal o, Rochester and New York
Cty.

But 10 years ago you recogni zed not
only was that funding inadequate, but that
school s outside those three cities -- given
t he nursing shortage especially, our schools
outside those cities were incurring expenses.
And so you changed the law to require the
conmi ssioner to reinburse all schools across
the state, not just those in the three
cities. Yet funding for the last 10 years
has only gone to those schools in the three
cities, except for one year, at only a
mllion dollars.

Qur survey about it 10 years ago, the
Wei nstock {ph} survey, showed that there's
about, on average, a $30 per pupil cost. And
we can outline that for you and justify what
t hat cost is.

In the nmeantine, the program has
beconme nore conplicated, nore time-consum ng.
We have fraudul ent inmmunization records and
practitioners. The State Heal th Depart nent

and county health departnments are enforcing




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

587

it, showing schools that if you have kids in
your school who have fraudul ent i mrunization
records, you must unenroll those kids.

Yet when we talk to the parents, they
say "My kid got immunized." So a practitioner
who issues fraudul ent records is al so
i mruni zi ng kids, making it far nore confusing
for the parent -- for the school. W need
rei mbursenent to help enforce it.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

RABBI SILBER  Ckay, thank you. Good
eveni ng, now, Chairs Krueger, Pretlow, Mayer.

And | agree with ny col |l eagues on
funding requests. In ny witten testinony |
have provided details on our requests,

i ncluding fully fundi ng mandat ed servi ces,
security, imunization reinbursenent, as Jim
has nentioned, universal free neals, and

nor e.

But there are two very inportant
issues | really want to highlight here.

Under state law all children have the right
to receive special education services,

usual ly provided by the local district.
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However, sone localities, primarily New York
City, have failed to neet their obligation to
provi de services directly, and parents are
forced to file a due process conplaint with
an i ndependent hearing officer.

Last sumrer the Board of Regents
proposed an anmendnent severely curtailing the
rights to a due process hearing. This is
causing a total collapse of the private
speci al education provider narket. Months
into the school year, thousands of kids were
still w thout services.

I n Decenmber New York City offered to
grant services, but in order to accept,
parents had to sign a waiver severely
restricting their rights. Senator
Hoyl man- Si gal introduced |egislation, S1325,
t hat anong ot her things renoves the
restrictions placed upon parents signing
t hese wai vers. W strongly support this
| egislation and urge its passage.

Last COctober, Agudath Israel, joined
by 10 parents -- including a nother from

Harl em whose child had cerebral pal sy, now
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deprived of her aide to push a wheel chair and
hel p use the bathroom and a Hispanic famly
whose child has spina bifida -- they filed

suit, contending that the anended regul ation
vi ol ates the neaning and intent of state |aw.

Wthin a matter of days the judge
granted a TRO, pausing the inplenentation.
Wil e the case now awaits final judicial
resolution, we urge the Legislature to
consi der enacting |l egislation protecting and
restoring the rights of all children,
ensuring they receive -- have access to
proper services.

Now i n East Ramapo, as was menti oned
earlier today, every child in East Ramapo,
whet her attending a public or a private
school, should have access to a quality
education and wel | - mai nt ai ned school
bui l di ngs, as well as receive all essenti al
services, whether it's transportation or
speci al ed.

Sadl y, many of the public schoo
advocates have often reverted to antisemtic

tropes and fal se accusations of racism which
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only serve to further divide people and do
nothing to i nprove the education of students
in the district.

The | egislation that passed has
{unintelligible} for a state nonitor,
granting the nonitor veto power, but despite
t hose good-faith efforts, fiscal problens
per si st ed.

Last August, as was nentioned this
nmor ni ng, Conmm ssi oner Rosa i ntervened
unilaterally, inmposing an additional
4.38 percent levy on the district taxpayers,
citing a deficit of $20 million. Then this
past Novenber it was announced that the
district actually had a $30 nmillion
surplus -- a $15 mllion discrepancy. In
light of that, we issued a statenment calling
on the comm ssioner to consider rescinding
this tax |evy.

We believe the root of the East Ramapo
problemis the Foundation Aid formula, which
is fundanentally flawed. It does not account
for nonpublic school students, even though

the district is required to supply services
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to all children. G ven the unique
denogr aphi cs of this district, where nost
children attend nonpublic schools, the
district has naturally experienced budgetary
shortfalls.

| ndeed, in the Rockefeller Institute
study, they explicitly wite that the incone
weal th per capita should be based not on the
nunber of public school students but on the
total school -age popul ation. W urge the
Legislature to follow this recomendati on and
adj ust the fornula accordingly.

Thank you, and | | ook forward to
wor king with you over the course of the next
coupl e of nonths.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR. MERRI MAN:  Good evening. |I'm
Janmes Merriman, chief executive officer of
the New York City Charter School Center, and
| thank the chairs and the nenbers for the
opportunity to testify.

Before turning to the proposed
Executive Budget, | do want to correct the

record. And it's one of the ol dest
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m sunder st andi ngs, which is when a student
returns froma charter school to the hone
district, the nyth is that the charter schoo
keeps 100 percent of that year's funding.
It's not true.

| point you to 8 NYCRR 119.1
pronmul gated by NYSED. And basically the rule
is once a student stops attending a charter
school, the nobney stops and the noney returns
to the district. Basically, you get just the
anount of noney for the percentage of tine at
t hat school year.

| also want to say that, you know,
col l ective choice -- because | hear you talk
sonmetimes: Ch, charter schools are taking
students. But parents are naking the choice
to send their kids to charter schools. And
that collective choice can sonetinmes be
eye- openi ng.

In New York City today, 39 -- 39
percent of Black students in the early grades
attending a New York City public school are
attending a public charter school. Wy? For

all the reasons that anyone picks school s:
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sense of safety, building feels like famly,
they like the curriculum waparound
services, et cetera, et cetera.

But one reason does stick out in a
wor |l d where NAEP scores were just rel eased,
and they are pretty grim The fact is that
year after year, Black and Hi spanic charter
school students outperformtheir counterparts
in New York City public schools by |arge
anounts. And this year -- |ast year,

24 percentage points on the state 3-8
assessnents in math, and with simlar but
smal | er gaps in ELA

You may not be aware of that fact, but
| assure you that nost of the parents of the
149, 000 students who chose a charter over a
district school in New York City are aware of
it.

As to the Governor's proposed budget,
we appl aud the Governor on increasing state
aid but share New York City public schools'
concerns about inplenmenting only sonme of the
Foundation Aid fixes.

A cel | phone ban -- generally in
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agreenent, need to talk nore with our charter
school s which al ready have progranms in place
to see howit wll work.

And finally, we welcone the inclusion
of charter schools in the Governor's proposa
to launch the H gh School Opportunity Fund.
It's a great program and it's a great
exanpl e of including charters instead of
excluding them which too often in the past
has happened.

Thank you so much

M5. HALL: Good evening again. M
nane is Anna Hall, and I'mhere fromthe
New York Charter Schools Associ ation
representing the over 350 charter schools
across the state, fromthe Bronx to Brooklyn
and all the way up to Buffalo.

Sol won't read the witten submtted
testinmony that we've already provided.
Instead 1'd like to use this opportunity to
be responsive to sonme of the thenmes that you
all have heard already from our public schoo
counterparts.

First of all, we agree about the
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urgency and the necessity to revise and
revisit the Foundation Aid fornula to reflect
the nore current and accurate use of data and
nor e noder n under st andi ng about the use of
resources that some students and districts
t hat di sproportionately serve themneed in
order to neet their needs. This is also true
for charter school s.

And | think one thing that has been
m ssing in the conversation about
Foundation Aid is that charter students
generate Foundation Aid for their host
districts but do not receive Foundation Aid
according to their student need categories,
even as they are currently configured and
out side of the revisions that the Governor
has proposed. The charter funding fornula
actual ly predates the Foundation Aid formula
and unintentionally has created this
us-versus-themnmentality around funding
bet ween district schools and charter schools
that you' ve already heard fromdistrict
| eader s today.

It's something that can and shoul d be
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fixed. Because when it cones to student
needs, it's about the children and not about
the adults. So the state should pursue a
funding forrmula that will take |onger than
just this year, that recogni zes student need
regardl ess of the type of public school that
students' parents choose for them as Janes
shared, and end this process that nakes the
district feel as if they are paying for
charter schools and their students. They are
all public school students, and they are
col l ectively our responsibility.

A very specific exanple of the
di sconnect of the relationship between the
charter funding formul a and Foundati on Aid
mani fested itself for Rochester charter
school s specifically just this past year. O
any public school in the state, Rochester
charters lost state funding going fromFY '24
to FY '25 despite general |egislative support
both fromthe | ocal delegation, fromthe
Governor's office, and | egislative |eaders.

To address the potential decrease via

bullet aid in last year's budget, confusion
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about the difference and the di sconnect

bet ween Foundation Aid and the charter
funding forrmula actually prevented that
timely and necessary correction. And so

t hose schools that serve di sproportionately
| ow-i ncome and mnority students in one of
t he nost chal |l enged school districts in the
state | ost noney, even as the district

i ncreased their own funding.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you for your
t esti nony.

M5. HALL: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Ra.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Yes.

Just on the school security issue.
know we had sonme nunbers we had tal ked about
in the aftermath of October 7th in terns of
doubling the existing funding -- which it was
45, to $90 mllion. Any particular nunbers
you can give us in terns of what you feel the
need is?

MS. ALTFIELD: Yeah. So thank you for
aski ng the question, because the need is

really great.
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Right after Cctober 7th we did a
survey and we surveyed a bunch of our school s
across the state, Jew sh/not Jew sh, Islamc,
Catholic, and we found that just after --
directly the nonths after Cctober 7th,
security spending increased 47 percent.

Now we' ve done a new study -- so that
was | ast year, the last school year, in the
m ddl e of the school year. They were already
chargi ng parents nore noney for security
costs. W've started a new survey for this
year, and that -- we're still gathering sone
information, but we're currently at an
80 percent increase fromlast year's budgets
in school spending to this year's.

So school s are spendi ng noney on
i ncreased guards, on bollards, bull et proof
wi ndows. |If | had to choose one of what's
the nost costly and what are school s
choosing, it's guards. Parents refuse to
send the kids to school unless there's guards
in front of the school, visible. W even had
some school s | ast year close because they

didn't feel they had adequate security on
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certain days where there were Days of Rage, |
woul d say.

So this extra noney -- last year it
went from45 to 70. W were asking |last year
for the 90, we didn't get there. But getting
up to that 90 woul d hel p secure these
schools, and it is allowable for guards, for
usage of guards.

MR CULTRARA: M. Ra, if | can add,
in addition to addressing the desperate
security needs of schools, you were good
enough to change the law two years ago to
all ow those funds also to be used for
critical capital needs for health, safety,
security. So if there's a structural need at
t he school, you can use it.

Just the archdi ocese al one, which is
t hree boroughs in the city and seven upstate
counties, has capital needs of 800 mllion.
And that's all health, safety, and security
needs.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Shel | ey
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Mayer .

SENATOR MAYER: | have a question.

M. Cultrara, on the imunization -- |
know this cones up every year -- what is the

conpliance rate with the i muni zation
requirenents in the Catholic schools that you
represent? Do you know?

MR. CULTRARA: You nean the percentage
of kids who are fully inmunized?

SENATOR MAYER  Yes.

MR CULTRARA: | do not know that, but
"1l ask our superintendents.

But knowi ng that the Health
Departnment, through county health
departnments, the State Health Departnent, are
now publicizing that principals are subject
to personal fines -- not the school, the
i ndi vidual principal is subject to a fine --
our fol ks are scared.

So they're spending the tinme to nmake
sure -- tinme that they don't have, that
t hey' re supposed to be devoting to educati on,
they' re now spending the time working with

the Heal th Departnent, | ooking over
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fraudul ent records and so on, because they're

intimdated by those fines. So | can tel

you, they are faithful in enforcing that |aw.
RABBI SILBER  Senator, |I'msorry --
SENATOR MAYER: Yeah, go ahead, Rabbi .
RABBI SILBER -- if | could just add

qui ckly, we did a survey a nunber of years

ago. | think it was a tine when there was a
bill which took away the religi ous exenption,
| believe.

SENATOR MAYER:  Yes.

RABBI SILBER: And at that time
conpl i ance was over 95 percent. So it was a
few years ago.

It's possible, through COvVID, all the
vacci ne stuff may have gone down a little

bit, which hurt all vaccinations, but it was

qgui t e hi gh.
MR. CULTRARA: And our -- | know our
superintendents told ne they don't -- their

principals don't accept kids who had even
religious exenptions, because there is no --
sonmething -- there's nothing in Catholic

t eachi ng agai nst --
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SENATOR MAYER: There is no religious
objection left. W renoved it.

MR. CULTRARA: That's right. And we
wer e happy that you renoved that exenption

SENATOR MAYER: Well, 1'mglad you
were. Not everybody was.

You nentioned the cost of $30 per
pupil for the -- where did you get that
number ?

MR. CULTRARA: So the Weinstock {ph}
survey of about 10 years ago --

SENATOR MAYER  Oh.

MR CULTRARA: -- reviewed --

SENATCR MAYER:  You nentioned that.

MR. CULTRARA: -- surveyed the
adm ni strators in schools in the three
cities.

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay. Thank you.

And in the charter comunity,
appreci ate you tal king about parent choice.
But you can apply for and be granted a
charter before the school's open and before
parents choose you.

So one of ny concerns in a school in
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my district is there was trenmendous
opposition -- fromthe district, from
parents, fromteachers, fromthe conmmunity --
and yet the charter was granted by SUNY as a
new charter. And if it ultimtely opens,
maybe sonme parents will choose.

But the way you're describing it is as
if parents petition to create the charter.
They're not the petitioners in these cases.

MR. MERRIMAN: | nean, |'d just say
that for parents, the nost inportant thing
they have is their children. So | wouldn't
denigrate the fact that they're choosing the
school. 1'mnot sure what the difference is.

O course there has to be a school
creat ed. Not every parent wants to go to
t hat school

SENATOR MAYER: Right. 1'd just say
some of our conments, they have to do with
t he approval process, not the choice.

MR. MERRI MAN:  Under st ood.

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay, thank you.

M5. HALL: Could I just say quickly --

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  No.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  No.

M5. HALL: -- if not enough parents
want their students to go, they --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Phef f er Amat o.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AVATG  Good
eveni ng.

Regardi ng the school security -- and |
appreci ate you requesting additional funding.
As you know, | visit my public schools, ny
nonpubl i c schools, and ny charter school s.
But the increased funding is because when
went to like St. Helen's, the security guard
was only funded for two hours. That's al
they can afford on a weekly basis.

And then you're saying al so the noney
woul d go towards the upgraded -- the door
| ocki ng system and they could apply that.

So all these schools -- so that's -- |
think it's for everyone to understand that
they can't -- it's not for eight hours a day
or after school, there's no security. O
when basketbal |l plays, there's no security.

So that's what the increased doll ars
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will help cover, a full day's security guard,
correct?

M5. ALTFIELD: Yes. It's per-pupi
al | ocati on.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AVATG  Ckay.

M5. ALTFIELD: So it depends on how
many students are in the school. So it could
fluctuate dependi ng how nuch they are
al | ocat ed.

But the closer we -- the nore noney
that schools are getting, the closer they're
getting to be able to fund at |east a ful
guard, for instance, of what you're talking
about .

Ri ght now the majority of schools are
not getting enough noney to fund a ful
guard. That is the npst expensive when it
comes to security funding, because it's a
recurring cost every single year. And in the
past year or two we've seen not just one
security guard, but two or three -- one at
the gate when they first drive through, one
at the front of the door, one at the door

maybe on the back side of the school. W' ve
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had school s that have had to spend $1200 a
day just to get a new security guard.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AVATO. Wl |, |
agree with you, especially retrofitting ol der
bui |l di ngs, even at the -- | think it's called
Nativity, Church of Nativity in Ozone Park.
You know, it's an ol der-shaped buil di ng and
they had to invest a ot of noney in figuring
out how to | ock doors and things |like that.

So it's older schools. So I thank you
for the increased noney.

Rabbi, going to the special needs and
what the city has done with this arbitrary
date in June, and there's a lawsuit, what do
you see of the effect? Are the students
getting the services? Because it's as you
say, it's about the student. And I know from
constituents that they're not getting their

servi ces because the parents can't afford

t hem

Where are we with this?

RABBI SILBER  There are thousands of
kids not getting services. | don't have the

exact nunber, but the case | cited before,
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the famly in Harlemwho has a child with
cerebral palsy and there's no aide to help
with the wheelchair. Tonmorrow, there's a --
City Council has a hearing, which a nunber of
parents are going to be testifying in

New York City of services that have been
denied. And those --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AVATO  Speaki ng
conpletely just cut off? So they're not
going to pay for it, that's it?

RABBI SILBER Well, they got offers,
but that's on a waiver. And if they paid on
their own, out of pocket, they will not
get -- if they sign the waiver, they will not
get reinbursed.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AVATO.  That's
ridiculous. ay, thank you. That's not
taki ng care of the students.

So | appreciate that. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Senat e?

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or John Li u.

SENATOR LI U Thank you, Madam Chair.

| don't have any questions for this
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illustrious panel, but | do want to thank
them for being here every single year w thout
fail, no matter what. And | may not agree

wi th everything that everyone says here, but
| do appreciate your conments.

Thank you.

RABBI SILBER  Senator Liu, if | could
say something. Every year you're here to
hear us, every year you're here and you stay
the full day. And we appreciate your
listening to our concerns. And | |ike your
guestions, usually. [I'msorry you don't have
any questions this year.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LIU. | could give you
guestions. | don't know if you're going to
thank nme for the questions.

MR. MERRIMAN: | want to thank you for
not asking a questi on.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI U Yeah. | thank you,
James, for being here every year. | don't
agree with much of what you said, but I'm

going to leave it at that.
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Thank you.

CHAIl R\MOVAN KRUECER: We' Il take it
back to the Assenbly, because it was al nost
i ke a question.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Ckay. We'll close
it out with the Assenbly.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUECER:  And then 111
be -- no, | have a question.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  You have a question
al so? Onh, okay.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Yeah. You go.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Okay. Well, | just
have one question, for M. Merriman.

You're telling ne that |1've been lied
to, because | represent two school districts
that were here earlier, and both of them
agreed that when the child that goes to a
charter school is sent back, they keep the --
t hey make the -- the charter school retains
their tuition

You're telling ne that's not true?

MR MERRIMAN: It's not true. And we
will send you a letter detailing exactly how

t he | aw wor ks
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CHAl RVAN PRETLOWN This is a state
| aw?

MR MERRIMAN: It is. Well, it's in
the Charter Schools Act, and then a
regul ati on pronul gated by NYSED back in 2000.

M5. HALL: So every other nmonth, in
advance, the charter school sends a roster to
the host district. And then 30 days after,
the district pays.

Now, a | ot can happen, right, every
other nmonth. So at the end of the year, the
district and the charter reconcile.

So if a charter sent an invoice and
the next day a kid transferred to a different
school, at the end of the year they
reconcil e, by day, the attendance, the
enrol | ment of the students. And sonetines
the district owes the charter noney, and
sonetimes the charter owes the district
noney.

So in fairness, on any given day there
coul d be noise in the nunbers because kids
and famlies nove. And in particular,

| ow-i ncome and minority students have hi gher
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| evel s of transitioning schools and addresses
t han their higher-inconme peers.

So that's why the reconciliation
process is intended to get it all literally
reconciled at the end of the school year. To
an individual day -- by student, by day.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Okay, | | ook
forward to seeing that information.

Senat or ?

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

So | think this is just for the
nonpublic schools. But if I'mwong, then
the charters will pipein. So in '21-'22 we
provi ded approximately 500 million in federal
funds associated with the CGovernor's
Enmer gency Education Relief prograns, GEER
funded through federal coronavirus response
relief.

Has anybody ever audited any of the
nongover nnental schools to find out how nuch
of that noney went to you and what it was
used for?

MR. CULTRARA: The Archdi ocese of
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New Yor k was audited because it was the
| argest recipient in the country of

EANS dollars -- audited by not only the
U. S. Departnent of Education, but FEMA

It's also inportant to point out that
unl i ke ESSR, which was COVID relief for
public schools, virtually every schoo
district in the country received COVID reli ef
fromthe federal governnment. Religious and
i ndependent schools only -- in New York, only
about 40 percent in the initial round and
only about 24 percent of schools were
el i gi bl e.

So fewer of our schools were eligible,
and our list of allowable activities was far
nore limted than what public schools were
allowed to do. W have a lot to conplain
about with the EANS dollars. W were
grateful for what we got.

RABBI SILBER  There were al so
restrictions on usage. Sone of it was
supposed to go to the GEER, to the Governor's
fund, and -- you know, you know nore about it

than | do for this.
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MR CULTRARA: Yeah. |In the audit of
t he Archdi ocese of New York, schools were
allowed to apply for both year -- or, excuse
me -- what was the --

MS. HALL: PPP

MR. CULTRARA: -- PPP and EANS
si mul t aneously. Because the deadlines
over |l apped. But they couldn't receive both.

But they could apply for both.

M5. ALTFIELD: And EANS Il, there was
a second round of EANS I, which noney is
still trying to be allocated. The deadline

is June sonmething. And there are serious
restrictions where there's mllions of

dol lars that are probably not going to be
used because the schools can't even draw the
noney down to use it for things that they
need.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: Does it have to
be capital, or can it be security and sone of
the other issues you've raised tonight?

M5. ALTFIELD: Not to ny know edge, of
security. | don't knowif you can, but --

RABBI SILBER No. Not security.
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M5. ALTFIELD: No security.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  So we need to
foll owup on that.

MR. CULTRARA: Personal protective
equi pnent, mental heal th, professional
devel opnent .

RABBI SILBER It has to be sonmewhat
COvVI D-rel ated, | think.

MR. CULTRARA: Air quality.

M5. ALTFIELD: And EANS | was a | ot
nore -- less -- EANS | was less restrictive,
where it was a | ot nore educational based,
where they could use it for educational
services. EANS || has a lot nore
restrictions, where schools are saying, if I
can use it for educational services, | have
things to use it for. But there's stil
noney being left on the table.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  So for the
charter schools -- very short. ©Ch, damm.
Never mind. [1'Il have to follow up with you
afterwards. Thank you.

(Laughter.)

MR. MERRIMAN:  The rest is silence.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  That concl udes this
panel . Thank you very mnuch

MR CULTRARA: @G eat.

RABBI SILBER: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUECGER:  And our fi nal
panel will be Panel G-- G for great.

(O f the record.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Good eveni ng, and
wel comre to the New York State Assenbly final
panel for the New York State budget for the
' 25-' 26 budget.

For the benefit of our audiovisual
peopl e, could the three of you just introduce
your sel ves before you start your testinony?

MR SMNK Sure. [|I'mJeff Smnk, the
deputy director at the Education
Trust - New Yor k

M5. MARCOU- O MALLEY: |I'm Marina
Marcou-O Malley. |'mthe co-executive
director of the Alliance for Quality
Educati on.

M5. WEBER: Good evening. |'m
Beatrice Wber, a senior advisor at YAFFED.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you. Wl cone
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all.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: | think we | ost
t he YMCA.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW We | ost the YMCA?

STAFF MEMBER: Yes, they're not here.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW The Vil l age Peopl e
nmust have got them okay.

(Laughter.)

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW \Who's to start?

M5. WEBER: Good evening, conmttee
chairs. M nane is Beatrice Wber. As |
nmentioned earlier, |1'ma senior advisor at
YAFFED, which is an advocacy organi zation
dedi cated to ensuring that students at
Hasi di ¢ and Haredi yeshivas get a ful
educati on.

To be clear, nost Jew sh schools are
good. There are tens of thousands of
Jewi sh students whose school s do an
exceptional job throughout the state of
provi di ng general education al ongside
religious studies. However, there are
approxi mately 65,000 students attending

Hasi di c yeshivas that are still failing to
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provi de a sound, basic educati on.

Last year | canme here and spoke,
asking that the current |aw not be changed.
Then during budget negotiations, and again at
the end of the session, a deal cane so close
to bei ng passed that woul d have derail ed
enforcement of the |law, which demands that
every nonpublic school provides a
substantially equival ent education to the
| ocal public schools. Children's education
and their future were al nost traded away for
politics.

| am here again to ask you to stand up
to these attenpts to deal away children's
educations. Please do not change the | aw.
Let the State Education Departnent's
regul ation be inplenmented. Let State Ed do
the tough job of regulating the
nonpubl i c- school sector.

The State Education Departnent has
made great efforts to enforce these
regul ations despite political pressure. They
have been courageous, and the regul ation mnust

be allowed to be fully inplenmented. They put
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much t hought behind this process.

| want you to know that imediately
upon this regulation, certain yeshiva
operators challenged it in court. They | ost,
and they continue to try the court again and
again to derail legal enforcenment. But they
keep on striking out. And |egislative
deal maki ng seens to be their | ast, best hope.

Let NYSED do their job. Let them
regulate this. This is about children's
right to an education, not the rights of
religious schools to discrimnate.

They are violating the state | aw
currently by taking government noney and
i gnoring conpliance nandates attached to
t hese funding programs. On June 30th, 2023,
18 schools were found to be nonconpliant.
Sonme of these offered no general education at
all. That means students weren't being
of fered any English | anguage, math, or
science at all

Si nce then, what has happened?
Not hing. Nothing at all. That's what we

keep on hearing from parents.
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The first school that was decl ared
nonconpl i ant happened on Cctober 6, 2022 --
and we're in 2025. And again, nothing has
changed in that school. Yeshiva | eaders are
being told by Hasidic | eadership that they
have the highest-ranking politicians in their
pockets and that true enforcenent will never
happen. So nothing actually changes in the
cl assroom

Students are continuing to fall behind
and even sonetimes graduate fromtheir
school s without learning the tools they need
to find enploynment and fully participate in
our society. W have advocated for state
funding for remedi ati on prograns for these
students. To date, we have heard not hing
bei ng pl anned, and we believe the state has a
responsibility to do this.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you,

Ms. Weber.

M5. MARCOU- O MALLEY: Thank you
everyone. Thank you for actually staying
this long and listening to all this

testimony. Thank you for giving us the
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opportunity to testify before you.

Chairs Krueger, Pretlow, WMyer, and
Li u, Assenbl ynenber Magnarelli, thank you so
much. And everybody el se here, thank you so
much for listening to all of us.

| won't repeat nmany of the things that
many ot hers have testified before nme, have
al ready said regarding the Executive Budget,
and particularly the Foundation Aid fornmula.

| do have to say, because we don't get
to say it often, we were pleased that the
Governor actually put a significant anmount of
noney in the Foundation Aid fornmula this year
and for sone of the proposed changes that she
has made for the fornula. Generally, we are
in support, and the formul a desperately needs
t he updates in the poverty counts.

| will say that the change to the
smal | area i ncome and poverty estinates
affect certainly sonme school districts,
New York City being the biggest one. But out
of the -- it effects 24 school districts,
actually; 16 of them are high-needs. So when

you nake this change to the Foundation A d
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formula, you can't just make that al one.
Ri ght ?

You heard that the Regional Cost |ndex
is really inportant and will nake up for a
| ot of the noney that school districts were
anticipating and they're not going to get
under this change. And in fact, the AQE has
two years ago -- been very long on the record
proposi ng changes to the formula. But two
years ago in particular, and there's a
citation in ny testinony, we put out a report
with the Educational Law Center that details
a bunch of recommendations to the fornula,
many of which have been in the Rockefeller
report and many of which the Board of Regents
support.

The bi ggest issue, though, is that you
can't just take one thing isolated, right,
you have to see holistically howit affects
school districts. So if you are going to
change the poverty counts, you al so have to
change the Regional Cost Index. It would
rightsize -- it will make right the

Foundation Aid for a | ot of school districts.
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In addition to that -- and there is
nore detail in my testinmony on all of that --
| would urge you to actually make the changes
to the pre-K -- the pre-K changes that the
State Education Departnent is recomrendi ng.
There are a |l ot of school districts that have
had | ow rates for a long tine, and they need
to update those.

| only see | have 20 seconds, so |
will say this very quickly. W are in atine
where New York for Al needs to be passed.
Many kids are afraid to go to school
Famlies are living in fear of ICE. That
shouldn't be the case. And we need to nake
sure that that is not the daily reality for
t hem

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

MR SMNK: Well, good evening. |It's
an honor to be the | ast presenter of the
eveni ng.

|'"'m again, Jeff Smink with
Education Trust-New York. For those not
famliar, Ed Trust-New York is a statew de

policy and advocacy organi zation that seeks
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to close opportunity gaps that keep too many
students fromreaching their full potential,
particularly students of color and those from
| ow i ncome backgrounds.

Qur work is data-driven and
student-centered, and we work in partnership
and coalition with civil rights
or gani zati ons, education organi zati ons,
parents and nonprofits across the state. Qur
policy agenda for this year and all years is
prem sed on the belief that all kids, al
children, all students can succeed in school
when they're provided with high-quality,
culturally relevant instruction and support
that's equity-driven and student-focused.

Even though the pandem c is behind us,
we know -- and |I'm sure nmany of you heard
about the NAEP results rel eased today show ng
t hat New York students remain bel ow
pre-pandenmic levels in math and readi ng.

Most concerning to us in the NAEP report is
that over half of Black and Latinx students
are scoring at below basic in math and

reading. Below basic is the | owest
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performance | evel on NAEP, which indicates a
| ack of even partial mastery in reading and
math. That's really, really concerning.

So as a result, we're really urging
state and district |eaders to address this
nmoment wWith urgency and increase efforts to
gi ve students and educators the resources and
support they deserve, particularly in
hi gh- needs school s.

So our ask for the Legislature this
year -- 1'Il start on Foundation Aid, which
know you' ve heard a | ot about today. W
share many of the concerns that have been
shared all day, agree that the fornmula is
fl awed and out dat ed.

We were di sappointed by the Governor's
proposal. Again, it needs to be part of a
conprehensi ve set of reforms, you know, as
many of us have tal ked about. And again as
we' ve tal ked about, if these changes are
adopted wi thout these additional reforns, we
could see cuts in places |ike New York City,
which is the last thing we need right now.

So as a result, we're recommendi ng for
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this year that the Legislature | ook at
changi ng how poverty is neasured. There
shoul d be a differentiated weight for
concentrations of poverty, as was di scussed
in the Rockefeller study.

Very supportive of adding a funding
wei ght for students in tenporary housing and
foster care. W know this is a grow ng
popul ation. And finally, as we just
nmenti oned, updating the Regional Cost | ndex
to better reflect current cost.

" mrunning out of tinme, so |I'm going

to -- many of our details are in the
testinmony. | did want to touch on two
t hi ngs.

Literacy is one of our top priorities
and has been for several years. Last year's
investnent was a great start. W want to see
nore investnent, particularly in professional
| earning for educators. W're asking the
Legislature to build on |ast year's
investment. There was no noney included in
t he Governor's budget for K-12 literacy, and

those stats | just tal ked about illustrate
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why we need nore of an investnment.

And then, finally, college and
hi gh school is another priority of our
organi zation. W're pleased to see sone
funding included in the Executive Budget, but
we'd like to see an expansi on of those funds
to help replicate successful nodels, increase
access for underrepresented groups, and
create new programs in parts of the state
that have |imted programm ng.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Ckay, thank you.

Assenbl yman Magnarel |i .

ASSEMBLYMAN MAGNARELLI: Very qui ckly,
| would be remiss if | didn't say thank you
to the three of you for staying here. [|'ve
been wat chi ng; you' ve been here just about
t he whol e day.

So I've learned a lot during all of
t hese question-and-answer periods. Sane
here, and | want to thank you for being here.

Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Senat or ?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Shel |l ey Mayer.
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SENATOR MAYER: In the first place,
t hank you, Beatrice, for being here and
rem ndi ng us about those -- you know, those
students who are in schools where they are
not | earning what we need themto learn for
substantial equival ency.

As far as Ed Trust's testinony, |
appreci ated you brought up sonethi ng we
haven't tal ked about, which is additional
nmoney for FAFSA, Universal FAFSA, and
enrol l ment -- which, you know, we did pass
the bill, and that really is a good
devel opnent .

You say 3 mllion -- is that sort of a
made- up nunber, can | say?

MR. SM NK: (Laughing.) [It's a nunber
we came up with in talking with partners,
yeah. But again, the idea is to give
comunity partners sone support in schools to
do that outreach necessary to neet the law s
requi renents.

SENATCR MAYER: And |I'minterested in
your coll ege and high school data that you

have in your testinony, which is -- | think
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we are -- nost of us are very supportive of
t he Governor's proposal, subject to the
detail s.

But can you share with us this data --
students were nore likely to persist and earn
their degrees on tine and likely to receive a
degree -- is that sonmething that's in a
report that Ed Trust did?

MR. SM NK: Yeah, that's part -- we
have a tool called To and Through, which
tracks students through high school and
t hrough college. And so what we did is
actual ly | ooked at students that went through
an early coll ege program and saw how t hey
persisted in college, and that's where we got
t hat data from

| "' m happy to share that tool with you
all.

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay. And just on the
ACE part -- | mean, it is refreshing that
this is a year which AQE is pretty
conplimentary of the Governor's effort.
think this is the first in my tine up here.

Al that being said, you have
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addi ti onal asks for additional noney in
particul ar areas. And you're supporting the
Regi onal Cost | ndex being nodified or
extended to additional districts,
particularly to nake up for the shortfall in
New York City.

M5. MARCOU- O MALLEY: Absol utely.

Yes, we do. W are 100 percent in support of
t hat .

And in fact, | would say that it is
not only New York City that will benefit from
t hat .

SENATOR MAYER No, | know.

M5. MARCOU- O MALLEY: Right?

SENATOR MAYER: It's ny district, too.

M5. MARCOU- O MALLEY: It is kind of
m nd-boggling to me that we've put Yonkers in
t he sane cost region as Kingston or --

SENATOR MAYER:  Ki ngst on?

M5. MARCOU- O MALLEY: Yeah. It's al
in the Hudson Vall ey.

SENATCR MAYER: The whole -- the whole
Nort hern New York, it's --

M5. MARCOU- O MALLEY:  Yes.
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SENATCR MAYER: It doesn't nake a | ot
of sense.

Thank you again for your advocacy, and
t hank you all for sticking around.

That's it for me. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Phef f er - Amat o.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AVATG  Good
evening. W're truly all the dedicated
educators here as we stay here wee into the
ni ght.

We just thank you for being here, and
| appreciate your statenment that yeshivas are
doing -- there are good, successful yeshivas,
so | appreciate that. | feel |like we've just
grown fromlast year when we tal ked at this
heari ng.

And the last group tal ked about STEM
and we're increasing STEM funding to school s
and have proven that the nore we put into the
school s, the nore they're |earning.

So that being said, the nunbers
that -- you know, when you're talking about

this | arge nunber of kids who are not being
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educat ed, where is that data com ng fronf
And | understand the one school, and that's,
you know, in the city. But where is

65,000 -- |ast year 65,000 kids are bel ow
readi ng | evel ?

M5. WEBER: They -- it's not that
they're below reading level. In addition,
they don't actually get instruction. They
don't have teachers who are in any way
qualified to teach. Otentinmes those
teachers don't read -- thenselves don't read
at a eighth-grade level, even, and they're
t he ones teachi ng.

So we have gat hered data on those
school s across the state and have cone to the
estimate of 65,000. Unfortunately, none of
t hose schools would qualify for any type of
STEM funding. Trust nme, if a school
qualifies for state funding, they're not on
our list. They're good.

These schools, they're not even hiring
teachers that have graduated high school, for
the nost part. Those are the ones we're

concer ned about.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AVATO.  So how
are they existing under our watch, under this
commttee? Howis that still continuing, in
your opinion?

M5. WEBER: Well, there are deadlines
for themto conply. And I know the
State Education Departnent's doing a good job
of followi ng up. They are understaffed, as
they tell us often. And they need resources.

And our request for you is to allow
the State Education Departnent to conti nue
doing their job. And if all proceeds as it's
supposed to, those schools will cone into
conpl i ance.

Now, if there's additional funding
available to train teachers or resource those
schools, we're all for it, you know, as |ong
as those -- our goal -- what |I'mhere for is
that these students get an education. You
know, there's so many other advocates who are
wor ki ng for other things that yeshivas nmay
need, but we specifically tal k about the
education in the certain schools that are not

doi ng a good j ob.
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And the nunbers are astronomical. And
it's been an issue that's been neglected for
decades and therefore now needs extra resolve
to ensure that it actually happens.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN PHEFFER- AMATO  But
t hose are your nunbers. So | don't know if
we -- you know, we'll have to question
State Ed for the nunbers that they're going
to produce to us to say this is not being
educat ed, they have {unintelligible}.

But | have to say to you that saying,
you know, on a hearing that people are saying
that, like, politicians are in their pocket
or that things are being done in the mddle
of the night, |I don't think that's a fair
statenent. | think if we're pushing to
change sonme of the regulations that we think
maybe aren't fair, that's sonething
support.

But as the substantial equivalency is
goi ng through and we're trying to get
regul ations, there's a huge group that are
wor ki ng on that and it has been noving

forward. So | just don't, like, appreciate




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

634

that kind of statement as if soneone's in
sonmeone's pocket. That's not fair.

MS. WEBER. | nmean, we've seen news
reports of this.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Senat e?

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Beatrice, just to follow up. Because
| actually am one of those people who do
understand that there are a | arge nunber of
religious schools in the state and the vast
majority of themdo a quality education. |
actual ly know that the Catholic schoo
system the independent school system has no
obj ections to our substantial equival ency
because they're very sure that they are
delivering an education that parents are
happy with.

And | have many good Jew sh school s,
yeshivas, in New York City al so, but we have
a handful of themthat clearly are not
provi di ng the educati on.

So ny question to you is, we have
tinmelines. Wat are the consequences when

they don't neet substantial equival ency by X
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date? Are we -- under our rules, are we
supposed to take their funding away? |Is that
your understandi ng? Wat are we supposed to
be doi ng?

M5. WEBER. Well, the first school
t hat was supposed to cone in conpliance was a
school ny son attended. The case | won on
Cct ober 2022, they were supposed to be
conplying by the end of the |ast school year.
They are not conpliant as far as what | hear
fromparents and in addition for what we know
frompublic information

Al'l schools across the state are
supposed to be conpliant by June of 2025. So
the deadline's com ng up soon. So what's
concerning for us as advocates is when
parents call us and are telling us, Nothing
has changed, my child still has not had one
science class the entire year, it's the sane
as it's always been.

So it's been concerning because we're
in January already; the deadline is in June.

The consequences are very sinple.

When school s get any benefits such as
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transportation, security fundi ng, anything,
it depends on the fact that these schools are
actually a school and they actually have to
check off to receive nmandated services that
they're conplying with the aw. Which
i ncl udes, you know, the substanti al
equi val ency regul ati ons.

So those types of funding would be
removed fromthese schools, which we
absol utely do not want to conme to a situation
where that happens. Qur goal is that these
school s step up and do provide the educati on,
as required by law and as is the right of
t hese chil dren.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW | think there are
no ot her Assenbl ynmenbers. | just have a
gui ck comrent .

Beatrice, | remenber your story from
| ast year. |It's a very conpelling story.
And obviously things haven't changed for the
better, because you're here again this year.

And | think -- | don't know how we get
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around this issue, because we've tried, the
Legi slature has tried, and for sone reason it
hasn't cone to fruition yet.

But | think we're going to have to
keep trying because every child in this state
deserves a quality education, and we're
paying for it. And it doesn't nake sense for
us to pay the high anbunts that we're paying
for a substandard educati on.

Now, it was nmentioned earlier that we
shoul d change the way poverty is deterni ned.
What is your suggestion for that?

M5. MARCOU- O MALLEY: Qur suggestion?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW He suggested it,
but you can answer.

(Laughter.)

M5. MARCOU- O MALLEY: Well, the
poverty counts of the -- the proposal in the
Governor's budget, going to SIAPE, the Snall
Area I nconme and Poverty Estinates, and
repl aci ng census counts with economcally
di sadvant aged are two good proposals. There
are -- but in a vacuum those cannot happen.

There's al so additional proposals,
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I i ke doubling econom cally disadvant aged
counts for certain school districts, that
m ght work better. O including students
tenporary housing, right?

MR SM NK:  Yup

M5. MARCOU- O MALLEY: And there's a
| ot of those that are there.

MR SM NK:  Yeah. W've also tal ked
about adding differentiated weights for
concentrations of poverty, so schools or
districts that have | arge concentrations of
poverty often have, you know, |arger
chal I enges, and so providing nore funding --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  So when you say a
| ar ge percentage of poverty, you're actually
sayi ng that the way poverty is determ ned
now, which is a percentage of the federal
poverty law, if there's a | arge percentage
there, that the state should do sonething to
adj ust that to make nore peopl e inpoveri shed
or consi dered inpoverished, or |ess people
consi dered i npoveri shed, which would nmean
t hey woul d get | ess help.

MR SMNK: Yes, so our goal is really
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just again, in districts that have | arge
concentrations, right, is providing
addi tional funding for those students.

So certainly we don't want to see any
i ncreases in poverty by any stretch.

M5. MARCOU- O MALLEY: So -- if | may,
so if a school district has 40 percent or
50 percent of students in poverty, then they
woul d get an additional anmount of noney,
because that's a | arge concentration of
students in poverty.

So that's the kind of thing that
actually would drive nore resources to
districts that have these |arge
concentrations, because it does in fact cost
nore to educate students and neet all of
t heir needs.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW (Ckay. Then you're
not saying to recal cul ate poverty, you're
saying to take what's existing as poverty now
and do sonmething else with it.

MR SMNK: Yes. | believe so, yes.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  kay.

(Laughter.)
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CHAl RVAN PRETLOW Well, with five
seconds to go, | want to thank the three of
you for your testinony.

And | will officially end the 2025
Joint Legislative Budget Hearing for
El ementary and Secondary Educati on.

Thank you very much

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the budget hearing
concluded at 7:26 p.m)




