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CHAl RMOVAN KRUECER: Hi, I'mLiz
Krueger, chair of the Senate Finance
Comm ttee, joined by ny partner, ny new
partner, Gary Pretlow, chair of Ways and
Means, and our |longer-termpartners Ed Ra,
fromthe Assenbly Republicans, and
Tom O Mara, ranker fromthe
Senat e Republ i cans.

| just always like to go over a couple
of the rules of the road when we start a
hearing. So this is the hearing on
Envi ronnent al Conservation and Energy. So if
you t hought you were on sone other topic, go
find anot her hearing room

(Laughter.)

CHAIl R\MOVAN KRUEGCER: No, that's
happened, by the way. This is Al bany.

Just to rem nd everyone we have strict
rul es about timng, whether you're a
testifier or a |l egislator asking questions.
There are clocks that can be seen up here, if
you're sitting up here, or when you're in the
hot seats you see the clocks.

W will set the right tine for you.
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That is never enough tinme, so we get that.
We al ways urge everyone, even if they're
gi ving us 25 pages of |egislation, we want
the highlights fromthe perspective of

testifying. Because those of you who are not

government -- which will cone quite a few
hours fromnow -- you only get three mnutes
to testify.

| f you' re a ranker on one of the
rel evant commttees, you get 10 m nutes --
|"msorry, if you' re a governnmental invitee,
you get 10 mnutes. If you're a
nongover nnental invitee, you get
t hree m nutes.

For the legislators, the chairs get --
rel evant chairs for this hearing get
10 minutes, and they get a second round of up
to three mnutes if they need it at the end.
Rankers get five mnutes. Al other nenbers
of relevant |egislative comrttees get
t hree m nutes.

And for legislators to ask questions
of nongovernnental wi tnesses, none of us are

special, we only get three m nutes each.
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| know we're very crowded this

norni ng, so what we ask is the Assenbly

menbers stay on the Assenbly side, the Senate

menbers stay on the Senate side.

And when necessary, if you are here
and you cannot find a seat up here but you
know you' re going to have questions, |let one
of us know. At the time that you are up to
ask questions -- this is for legislators --
then we'll nove you into a seat then

As the day goes on and peopl e have to
go to committee hearings and the floor, it
gets a little |l ess crowded up here. So just
to go over all of that.

Al right, now we're going to
officially start with the required opening
remarks. |'ve already introduced nyself and
t he ot her | eadershi p.

This is the second of 14 hearings
conducted by the joint fiscal conmttees of
the Legislature regarding the Governor's
proposed budget for state fiscal year
'25-'26. These hearings are conducted

pursuant to the New York State Constitution
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and our Legislative Law.

Today the Senate Fi nance Conmttee and
Assenbly Ways and Means Conmittee will hear
testinmony concerning the Governor's proposed
budgets for the departnents of Environnental
Conservation, New York State Energy Research
and Devel opnent Aut hority, Departnent of
Public Service, and the New York Power
Aut hority.

As | said, follow ng each testinony
there will be sonme tine for questions from
the chairs and other relevant conmittee
| egi sl ators.

| "' m now going to introduce the Senate
Denocrats who are here with us today, and
then I will have Gary Pretlow introduce the
Denocrat Assenbl ynmenbers, and then our
Republ i can rankers will be able to introduce
their nmenbers who are here today.

And of course | forget to get the |ist
of which of ny nenbers are here at the
nmonment, so let me just | ook down the table.
| know we have Pete Harckham the chair of

EnCon; we have M chell e Hi nchey, we have Brad
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Hoyl man- Sigal. Any other Senate Dens so far?
Ch, Pat Fahy, thank you very much. |I'm
sorry, Pat. | can't see people in the
second -- and Chris Ryan. Thank you.
Appreciate it.

And as other Senators and
Assenbl ynenbers come in later, we will try to
slide themin as an introduction.

Gary, are you ready to introduce?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW | certainly am
Senat or .

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

(Mc issues.)

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Good nor ni ng,
everyone. | just want to take a brief nonment
to introduce the nenbers on the Assenbly
side, the Denocrats.

We have Assenbl yworman Deborah i ck,
chair of Environmental Conservation, and
Assenbl yperson Didi Barrett, the chair of
Ener gy.

We have Assenbl ynmenber Anderson,
Assenbl ynmenber Braunstein, Assenbl ynenber
Bur di ck, Assenbl ynmenber C ark, Assenblynenber
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Conrad, Assenbl ynenber Epstein,
Assenbl ynmenber Gonzal ez- Roj as,
Assenbl ynenber Kassay, Assenbl ymenber Lee,
Assenbl ynmenber Levenberg, Assenbl ynmenber
Lunsford, Assenblynenber Qi s.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And | al so m ssed Senator Bynoe when
was nmaking the |ist before.

And now, Tom if you'd like to
i ntroduce the Republican Senators.

SENATOR O MARA: Sure. Thank you

Good norning. W have the ranking
Republ i can on the Energy Comm ttee,
Mario Mattera; ranking Republican nmenber on
t he Environnental Conservation Conmittee,
Dan Stec. Also Senators Pam Hel m ng and
Ceorge Borrello.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  And Assenbl ynenber
Ra will introduce his nenbers.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you.

Good norning. W are joined by
Assenbl yman Pal nesano, who is our ranking

nmenber on the Energy Commttee, and
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Assenbl ymenber Si npson, who is our ranking
menber on EnCon. And Menbers Tague,
Lenondes, Pirozzol o and Senpol i nski .

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  And we mi ssed one
nore on the Republican Senate side.

SENATCR O MARA: I n the back row we
have Senator Mark Wl czyk.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: (Okay. And since
we' re tal king about nenbers, | want to rem nd
all nmenbers, especially new ones who haven't
done these hearings that nuch, if you know
that you have a question for whoever's
testifying, let your relevant chair or ranker
know so that you go on a list. So that when
we al | ow people to ask questions, you don't
go, Wiy didn't | get one? So you have to |et
us know if you want to be on the list for
guesti ons.

And with all of that prep work done, |
woul d |ike to introduce Sean Mahar,

i nterimcomm ssioner of the Departnent of
Envi ronnental Conservation, and we'll start
with him

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Thank
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you, Senator Krueger, Chair Pretl ow,
Chair Harckham and Chair dick and other
di sti ngui shed nenbers of the Legislature.

My nanme is Sean Mahar. |'mthe
interimconm ssioner of the New York State
Depart ment of Environnmental Conservation, and
it's an honor to be with you here today.

Joining ne today, just to do sone
Team DEC i ntroducti ons, we have Logan Hardy,
who is our deputy director of legislative
affairs for DEC, and one of your primary
conduits for you and your staff to interact
with the departnent on the legislative front.
| al so have our Chief of Staff Erica
Ri ngewal d and our Deputy Conmm ssioner for
Adm ni stration Jeff Stefanko here as well.

And we have a nunber of other Team DEC
menbers here in the audi ence today as well.
"1l save you the introductions involved, but
they are all great and amazi ng.

So |l won't read ny testinony, [|'1lI
just give you the highlights of it.

And obviously 2024 was a year of
growt h and change at DEC. W on-boarded nore
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t han 450 new enpl oyees to the agency while
honoring the service of many | ong-tenured
menbers who |left the agency in the |ast year,
all while we responded to many unprecedent ed
natural disasters in the state, fromhistoric
rainfalls and fl ooding, to the nost tornadoes
in any year in this state, to the | argest
wildfire to hit the state in decades.

And really thanks to your work and
| eadership, we were well-prepared to do just
that. And our responses from our ECGOs, our
Forest Rangers, our spill responders, dam
saf ety experts and emergency nanagenent
prof essionals were really amazing. And what
you saw, not only did they hel p New Yorkers
in their time of need, but we hel ped others
in the nation as well, fromthe Hurricane
Hel ene response in North Carolina, to
wildfires in Montana, to right now we have 10
Forest Rangers deployed to Los Angeles to
assist with the California wildfires that are
happeni ng as wel | .

And that really is a testanent to the

Governor's | eadership and the partnership
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with you all to provide the resources that we
need in order to effectuate these responses
and still maintain the high |level of service
for all New Yorkers that we provide.

And really thanks to your work in the
budget | ast year, we have really continued
our nation-leading policies and prograns to
protect New York's environnment, to provide
cl ean water and clean air, and really respond
to the urgent threat of climte change.

And what you're seeing in the way we
do that is through the Bond Act. And as
you'll hear and we'll probably talk a | ot
about today, we have spent nearly
$1.2 billion of the Environnental Bond Act,
putting really critical resources on the
street and meking really great progress at
i mpl enenting the Bond Act but al so | everaging
the other investnents that are made through
t he Environmental Protection Fund, the
Clean Water Infrastructure Act, and all the
ot her funding sources that you' ve dedi cat ed.
We are really making trenendous progress on

the ground, and it's really a testanent to
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the partnership that we have with all of you
in this room

And we'll soon be sharing our annual
report, which is something we put together
every year to really go over all the
successes and progress that we're naking as
an agency. But just a few of the highlights.

And | know we'l | talk about a numnber
of these itens today in our discussion, but
top of mind for me is our Freshwater Wt ands
Act inplenmentation and the new regul ati ons
that we have enacted. It's really creating a
wor kabl e program | believe, to really
bal ance the need to protect our freshwater
wet | ands, well recognizing that we need to
have devel opment on the | andscape. And we're
really bringing that balance to that
equation, and we have some general pernits
that will be com ng out soon for additional
public conment, and that is part of our way
of showi ng how we're nmaking this a workabl e
program

Qur air regulations on HFCs and SF6

are driving this reduction of climte
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super-pol lutants in the atnosphere. And
again, we're helping to make that transition
for our food banks and grocery stores with a
new grant programthat the Governor's
announced in this year's budget.

Qur Community Air Monitoring
Initiative was really the largest of its kind
in state history, and it gave us a snapshot
in 10 di sadvantaged conmunities of |ocal air
quality, and now we're transitioning into
hel ping to make the changes in those
comunities based on those findings.

We al so established DEC s first-ever
O fice of Diversity, Inclusion and
Cvil R ghts, stood up by our new chi ef
diversity officer for the agency, really
renewi ng our commtnent and the Governor's
commtment to equity, justice and
environnental justice in the state and maki ng
sure that as our agency grows and changes
over time, that we are being representative
of all New Yorkers in the staff that we bring
in.

We al so graduated 26 new Environnent a
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Conservation Police Oficers and nine new
Forest Rangers to continue to grow their
ranks.

We continued to focus on harnful algal
bloons in the state, really devel opi ng new
wat er qual ity gui dance val ues, |aunching a
$42 mllion Eastern Finger Lakes initiative
to put a focus on the Finger Lakes region
that has many HABs, and really we've just
continued to | ead the nation when it cones to
our HABs work overall.

We delisted the Rochester Enmbaynent
Area of Concern, which is a true federal and
state partnership. And you'll see sone of
t he other successes in the testinony as well.

And what we're trying to do as well,
especially with the new staff that are com ng
on, is get creative with our outreach to
New Yorkers. And Erica and | started a
podcast at DEC cal |l ed DEC Does Wat?! |
encourage you all to becone subscri bers,
like, listen and --

CHAl R{MOVAN KRUEGER: | 'm sorry to

interrupt, we've had sone concern. Can you
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speak up or pull the mc alittle closer?

DEC | NTERI M COMM SSI ONER MAHAR:  |''m
sorry.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: That' s okay.

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: | s
this better?

CHAl RMOVAN KRUECER:  Yes. Much
better. W won't nake you start again,
t hough.

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: | was
hearing nyself in ny ears, but okay.

Do you want nme to start fromthe
begi nni ng?

(Laughter.)

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: (I naudi bl e.)

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: Do
you really want me to start fromthe
begi nning? GOkay. Then | will start and
continue on the podcast, because it is the
favorite thing that we have done in the |ast
year. And | encourage you all to be
subscribers and listeners to DEC Does What ?!
It is our creative way of trying to shine the

spotlight on our staff and the trenendous




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

23

work that the departnment is doing, and just
trying to use nore creative outlets to tel
the story of DEC and the incredible work that
our agency is acconplishing day in and day
out for all New Yorkers. So definitely take
a listen to that, and pl ease do spread the
word on it. It's one of the new pathways for
us to reach New Yorkers as well

But pivoting to the fiscal year
' 25-'26 budget, the Governor is really again
| think renewing her commtnent to climte
action and environnental funding, as
evi denced by her proposals, especially the
$1 billion Sustainable Futures Fund and
climate infrastructure funding that she has
announced. This is really going to help
continue to grow and augnent the
climate-rel ated work we're doing, the
climate-related infrastructure that's needed
to help with the transition. And we very
much | ook forward to working with you on this
hi storic fundi ng proposal that the Governor
has put forward.

But also in the budget a nunber of
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priorities for DEC that | know we'll talk a
| ot about today. First and forenost, the
Super fund reaut horization. This is our
primary tool for cleaning up hazardous waste
sites throughout the state. This has to be
reauthorized this year, and it is a true
powerful tool that is naking progress

t hroughout comrunities, throughout the state,
to really clean up | egacy contam nati on and
hol d pol luters accountable. And we | ook
forward to working with you to ensure it's
reauthorized in this year's budget.

And what you'll see is sonme changes
really to make sure that this programis
wor ki ng for New Yorkers and the comunities
that are inpacted by this |egacy
contam nation, making it easier for
muni ci palities to al so redevel op sites, and
al so to recogni ze that cost increases are
going up for these construction projects.
The Governor has proposed $1.25 billion over
the next 10 years to support this program
which is a great investnent.

In addition to the climte spending,
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we're also continuing full steam ahead on the
rul emaki ng process for the cap-and-invest
program and |I'msure we'll talk about that

t hroughout the hearing today. On 30 by '30

i npl enentation, which is our goal to conserve
30 percent of New York by 2030, we are
wor ki ng to nake sure that our |and

acqui sition process is streamined. And we
are proposing a nunber of changes to help
make sure that we have the flexibilities we
need in delivering the land acquisitions that
we need to see in the state.

Qur PFAS work, our perfluorinated-
conmpounds work, is very much conti nui ng under
t he Governor's | eadership, and she has
proposed additional firefighter PPE
protections in the budget this year to make
sure that our energency responders are not
bei ng i nadvertently exposed to perfl uorinated
compounds.

In addition, the 500 mllion
investrment in Clean Water Infrastructure
funding is really going to continue to

| everage and put people to work across the
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state, bringing on the clean water
infrastructure that we need to support our
wat er conservation efforts and managenent
efforts overall. And that |everages nearly
$6 billion of funding that we have al
commtted over the recent years on that.

And | astly, the Cinmate Superfund
Program which | know many of you chanpi oned
and we have enacted here in the state, our
staff is getting to work and the Governor, as
part of her budget, has increased the
staffing I evel at DEC by 58 positions, to
both be able to, one, stand up that program
and make sure that we're inplenmenting that
| aw, while also naking sure that we have the
resources we need to bring online new
programnms |ike our wetlands program as well.

So I'mexcited about this budget, and
t hese resources are going to go a long way to
continui ng our work and continui ng our work
together to protect and restore New York's
environnment. And | very nuch |look forward to
t he conversation today.

So thank you for this opportunity.
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It's an honor to be here today. And | | ook
forward to your questions.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Do you want to
add anyt hi ng?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: | was
trying to give you back tine, Senator.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Ckay. Thank you
very much

Qur first questioner will be
Pet e Harckham chair of the EnCon Committee
in the Senate.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Good nor ni ng,
everyone.

Good norni ng, Conm ssioner. Thank you
for your testinony. | also want to thank you
for your service in the interimrole. You' ve
done an amamzing job. | want to thank you for
your accessibility and the accessibility of
your team and just take an opportunity to
t hank all the workers in DEC, who do an
amazing job. | don't think they hear it
of ten enough, especially fromus. But | w sh

our constituents could see how hard your
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folks work on a daily basis. So we
appreciate it greatly.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Thank
you, Senator. Appreciate that.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you.

Al right, | know sone of ny
col | eagues are going to be asking about
cap-and-invest and CLCPA, so | want to focus
on sone other areas, if | can. We'Il kind of
do a rapid fire.

You don't need to give ne a response,
but can your team pl ease provide Bond Act
expenditures to the Finance team what's been
expended so far. And also the same with
Clean Water funding for the last five
years -- what we've appropriated, 500 mllion
a year, what's actually gotten out the door.

DEC | NTERI M COMM SSI ONER MAHAR
Geat. |'mhappy to do that. W'l
coordinate with the Environnmental Facilities
Cor poration on the clean water funding, since
we jointly adm nister that program

And on the Bond Act overall, | wll

j ust say please check out our Bond Act
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website that we have, which is providing
realtime tracking to the spending that we're
doing. W have an interactive map that we've
created to really show where these projects
are being inplenmented across New York. So
definitely check that out, but we'll provide
a full accounting of what we've spent the

1.2 billion on so far and what's coning on

t he hori zon.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Al |l right,
terrific. Thank you.

Last night the president announced
that they were -- the federal governnment was
freezing all federal aid, which could have a
chilling inpact on a |ot of state operations.
| know there hasn't been much tine to di gest
it, but have you and your team thought about
a freeze in federal aid or a severe cut, what
woul d that nean to your operations and the
budget that we're discussing today?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that is sonething that we're actively
eval uati ng across the board with everything

that's com ng out of Washi ngton right now.
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Qoviously the news is still fresh on this,
and we're eval uating what inpact that's going
to have. W may need to conme back and have
addi ti onal conversation with you about those
i mpacts on New York once we figure out
exactly what the federal government is doing
and how that's going to inpact New York

But generally as it pertains to, you
know, our efforts on the federal level, in
many cases New York has backst opped federa
regul ati ons or even gone above and beyond to
make sure that we're providing the utnost
protection for New Yorkers. So in a |ot of
ways we have confidence that New York is
poi sed to respond in the ways that we have to
or already be in a place where we won't have
to respond.

But we really have to evaluate and see
what changes are com ng down and how we need
to adapt. And that's going to take
conversations with you to see if we need
additional legislative authorities or changes
to address what's com ng out of Washi ngton,

what additional regulations we may need to
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do. And that evaluation is actively going on
ri ght now.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Do you know of f hand
or if your teamcan get to us how nuch of
your budget actually comes fromthe federa
side versus the state side?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: It is
a significant amount, in the upwards of 25 to
30 percent, various different funding
categories fromgrants to other direct
fundi ng sources as wel | .

We can get you a full accounting of
that. That does change fromtinme to tine,
based on sone of the fornmer adm nistration's
priorities in this area where we were getting
a lot of resources comng in for programns
i ke well plugging, and that increased the
anount of federal funding that we had.

We do have general itens that support
i ke our air program and water program the
del egated authorities we have fromthe feds
that provide that funding as well. But we
can get you a full breakdown of that --

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Al'l right, thank




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

32

you. Shifting gears to another issue, a
coupl e of years ago the Legislature passed
curmul ative inpacts legislation. W are
waiting for the regulations. Were is that?
And -- and -- yeah.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
wait no | onger, Senator. Because tonorrow in
the State Register the cunul ative inpacts
regulations will be in the register and
openi ng up a coment peri od.

Qur team has done a real trenmendous
job at really reviewing the |l egislation and
maki ng sure the regs that we're advancing are
living up to those expectations and, again,
creating a workable programfor al
New Yorkers, to make sure we're putting the
focus on di sadvantaged communities and really
hel ping to nake sure that those that are
over burdened by historic pollution are being
m ndful of that future, and really creating a
good wor kabl e process for all.

So right now we focus first on our
SEQR updates and that portion of the |aw

There will be additional regulatory
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proceedi ngs that will come out in the com ng
months as well. But right now the updates to
t he environmental assessnent form and the
SEQR provisions will, you know, put in place
a really strong program but also help
address the housing crisis as well.

| think we've adapted and | earned from
experiences, and part of the Governor's
housi ng agenda is naking sure that we're
hel ping to facilitate housing that does not
have a major environnental inpact. And what
you'll see in this proposal is how we're
trying to address that dual need as well.

So this will be open for a conmmrent
period, and we | ook forward to engaging in
further conversations. And |'m happy to
provi de an update to you all once the regs
are out tonorrow.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Al'l right, thank
you very much

And while we're on the subject of
di sadvant aged conmunities, you rel eased the
air nmonitoring report and you' ve been worKking

with communities on the conmunity-centered
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i mpact plans. Were do we stand with that?

DEC | NTERI M COVM SSI ONER MAHAR
Correct. The Community Air Monitoring
Initiative was really sone groundbreaki ng
sci ence that our team devel oped to anal yze
air quality on this hyperlocal |evel, using
the renote sensing technol ogy that we use,
and then produce these interactive story
maps.

And if you go on our website to the
comunity air nonitoring page, you can see
community by community the data we coll ected,
how our experts interpret that. And then
what nowis that's leading us to the actions
that we're going to take with those
conmuni ti es.

So our first goal was to get this out
and really socialize it with these
comunities, and now the next step in that
process is the actions. So we're going to
stand up nore conmunity-based conversati ons,
really going into that data and | ooki ng at
where we need to nake changes to inprove air

gquality in localities.
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A lot of those changes are going to be
driven by sone of the transportation-rel ated
policies we're working on as we decarboni ze
our transportation sector and bring on nore
el ectric vehicles, because transportation
sources were some of the nmjor sources that
we found in this analysis. So we know t hat
our decarboni zation work and electrification
work is really hel ping inprove that air
quality, and the other conmunity-based
conversations are really going to nake sure
that we're addressing the findings and
hel pi ng those conmunities, you know, live up
to the expectations that they have for us to
make changes.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Al'l right. Thanks.

While we're tal king about
electrification of the transportation sector,
sonmething that's vital that we get to -- but
on the other hand, we are hearing fromthe
light truck industry, also the auto industry
on ACCIl, that they are trying to get there
but they don't think in the time span they

physi cal |y can.
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Have you had di scussions with those
i ndustries, and are we | ooking at sonme kind
of a roadmap to help themeither neet the
goals or adjust the goals so that it's a nore
realistic process for those two sectors?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Ch,
and first and forenost | neglected to say our
doors are always open -- obviously, to you,
but to any stakehol ders who are inpacted by
the work of the departnment. And we have a
very open door policy as it pertains to those
conversati ons.

Wth regard to advanced cl ean trucks
and advanced cl ean cars, we're obviously
nmonitoring everything that's com ng out of
t he federal government that may inpact these
progranms, and adapting as anything comes out
of there.

We're continuing to coordinate with
California and the other Section 177 states
of the Clean Air Act to coordinate those
efforts. And | think what you' ve seen is,
you know, flexibility that the state is

provi ding. You know, our goal here is to
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make sure that as we advance these

regul ations and drive these changes forward,
we're mndful of the process to get there.
And what you've seen with our use of
enforcenent discretions is direct response to
what we've heard fromindustry and

st akehol ders on t hose prograrns.

So, you know, the enforcenent
di scretions on snow pl ows and ener gency
vehi cl es are, you know, a recognition of
that. And we've actually received sone
positive feedback recently from Mack Truck in
particul ar that thanked us for the
flexibilities and the openness that we've
had, and they're actually saying that these
changes that we're enacting and proposing are
actually yielding benefits fromtheir
st andpoi nt .

So we're naking good progress. W're
going to continue to be open and flexible as
we i nplenment these regul ations, and we'l|l
keep you posted as we see what happens on the
federal |evel

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Al'l right, thank




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

38

you.

My 51 seconds left: The 30 by '30 | aw
in New York State, where are we on a
per cent age basis? | know you said you were
changing policies to get us there. So what
percent are we at, and what's the plan to get
to 307

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
think we are getting close to 20 percent
right now W've got a nunber of additional
acqui sitions in the people. The Bond Act
i nvestnents and Environmental Protection Fund
i nvestments are nmaking us well poised to
really nove through the acquisitions that we
have in the pipeline and really capitalize on
some historic opportunities that are com ng
our way.

There are a nunber of Boy Scout canps
that are coming up for sale throughout the
state. There are a nunber of other |arge
| and hol di ngs that we're actively working on
right now So we're really working hard at
maki ng sure that we're advanci ng our |and

acquisition efforts overall, and the proposal
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in the budget is going to help us do that.
So --

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you very
much.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ywoman Deborah dick, the chair
of the Assenbly EnCon Committee.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  Thank you very
much.

| want to thank you and your staff not
only for your service but for the ability to
ask questions and get answers. So thank you
for the ability to take sone field trips and
get some on-the-ground information. So thank
you very rmuch.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: W
| ook forward to doing nore of that with you,
ma' am

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK:  Yes. Yes. |
ook forward to that. Wen it's warner.

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK: You have sone
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additional dollars in the budget going into
Superfund. WII that be enough, do you
think, in order for the agency to keep up
with what is contamnated sites that we're
di scovering?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
| think the Governor's increase in the
authorization level this year is a
recognition that construction costs are
i ncreasing, and our ability to deliver needs
to make sure that we have the funds to
del i ver those prograns on the ground.

So this is a strong step forward.
VWhat we're going to continue to do is over
time, as we find nore energing contam nants
in the environnent and we respond to
different crises of environnental
contam nation in the state, we're going to
eval uate that with you to see how are the
construction costs changi ng, how do we need
to continue to adapt.

But again, this is really our

"pol | uter pays" program So fundanentally we

are pursuing polluters for the costs of this
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program overall, and those authorities are so
i mportant to make sure that we're hol ding

t hem accountabl e for those cl eanups that need
to occur.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK:  The proposed
changes, wi thout going into too nuch detail,
will they speed up the process or will they
ensure that nore sites are cleaned up?

What's the thrust of the changes?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  The
thrust of the changes is to nake sure that
we' re adapting the programfromthe
real -world exanples that we're seeing. So
for instance, you see the | anguage on the
liens and the use of liens in the Superfund
program That's borrowing fromwhat is in
the federal program but also a nunber of
states have simlar progranms as well.

And really the Governor is putting the
focus on di sadvantaged communi ti es and naki ng
sure we're prioritizing our remediation
efforts in disadvantaged conmuniti es.

The ERP provisions are provisions that

are working to get municipalities nore
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abilities to clean up and market these sites
within their conmunities as well. Qur focus
is really making sure that this is an
econoni ¢ redevel opnent tool. By cleaning up
the blight of the past, we're actually
facilitating good marketable sites for
econoni ¢ devel opnent, and that takes the
pressure off green space devel opment as wel | .

So these changes that you see are just
a recognition of what we've seen play out in
the field and maki ng sure that our programis
going to be the strongest to deliver on the
gr ound.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN GLI CK:  Ten ni nutes goes
qui ckly. Let ne say that | appreciate the
interactive map, but | |look forward to seeing
a nore conprehensive database so that it's
easier to keep up with exactly what's
happeni ng with Bond Act doll ars.

So | hear that, and | appreciate the
mappi ng, but you have to sort of | ook at one
and then | ook at the other and try and figure
out are they simlar or different. So --

DEC | NTERI M COWM SSI ONER MAHAR: Al
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user feedback is appreciated, Assenbl ynenber.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  Thank you very
much.
There's a Sustai nabl e Future program
It's a billion dollars for clinate mtigation
and adaptation capital projects. It seens
pretty broad and not very well defined. Do

you have any information about what criteria

will be used to determne priorities and what
the process will be for allocating these
funds?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that will be devel oped in concert with you as
we negotiate this inportant investment as
part of the budget negotiations this year.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK: But we hear that
we're going to have a role in making sone of
t hat determ nation

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yes,
and I'Il just say overall, | nean, this
investment is going -- we're going to use a
m x of prograns, both existing prograns and
augnent those, devel op new prograns where

necessary, to continue to deliver the clean
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energy and climate-related infrastructure
that we need on the ground across the state.

So this investnent is a recognition
that we need to continue these investments
and -- you know, both in building
decar boni zati on and greenhouse gas em ssions
reductions and using green infrastructure for
resilience.

So what you're seeing is a true
conmitnent to climate action fromthe
Governor that's going to go a long way to
continue our efforts in the state.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN GLI CK: Thank you.

On the water infrastructure, happy to
see that it's at 500 mllion. Qoviously,
many of us think that needs to increase. But
it adds a new conponent. And |'m wonderi ng,
there's a conponent for state assistance for
testing and renedi ati on of energing
contam nants in private drinking wells. |I'm
wondering if there's a specific anobunt carved
out for this, howwll the allocation be done
statewide, and will DEC do the testing or

wi |l homeowners do testing and then get
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rei nbursed? Wat's the plan?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
we're going to be working directly with the
New York State Department of Health to stand
up that program \Wat this is is really in
response to what we're seeing on the
| andscape that, you know, private honeowners
can be inpacted by sources of contam nation,
and whenever they are, the state responds
accordingly, putting in treatnent systenms and
maki ng sure clean water is provided.

But right now there isn't nuch
regul ation as pertains to home drinking water
wells on private wells. And recogni zi ng what
we know about perfluorinated conpounds in
particular -- and other energing
contam nants, especially the connections from
septic systens to groundwater
contam nation -- there nmay be private well
owners that should have their wells tested,
and this programw ||l provide themthe
di rection, guidance and resources to make
t hat happen.

And it's just a recognition that we
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want to nmake sure New Yorkers all get clean
water, and this is a valuable investnment to
make sure that happens.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK:  Thank you.

Fol l owi ng up on that, |eachate
regul ations of landfills are -- have a | ot of
regul ation, but if they release water to
water treatnent plants, |'mnot sure what
those treatnment plants -- how nuch they know
isin the treated | eachate that may cone
from-- | know we are very careful about the
groundwat er around landfills, but I'm
wonderi ng about any | eachate water that m ght
go to a treatnent plant.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
appreci ate that question. And what you're
seeing with | eachate in particular is how
we' re approachi ng the emergi ng contam nant
issue wit large, and | ooking at all the
di fferent pathways of how these conpounds
could potentially find their ways in the
envi ronnent and taking action.

The fact that we know that there are

energi ng contam nants and PFAS in particul ar
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in landfill |eachate is because of the
testing requirenents that we've required
landfill operators to do to test their
| eachate. And now our teamis working on
regul ations to address and require
pretreatnment of |eachate before it is sent to
wast ewat er treatnment plants for disposal

It's inportant to renmenber that there
are permt requirenents on wastewater
treatment plants with regard to the
di scharges that need to be net, and they're
routinely sanpled for. So any |eachate that
they collect has to be processed in a way
that isn't going to run afoul of those permt
conditions. And wastewater treatnent plant
operators are very cogni zant of that, and we
continue to work directly with themto nmake
sure they understand that as we're buil ding
the regul atory protection requirenments to
require pretreatnent and other actions to
reduce those contam nant |levels in | eachate
overal | .

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK: Just to foll ow

up, when it cones to the private wells, is
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there a specific anmount that you see going to
t hat new conponent of the water
infrastructure? And will DEC do the testing
or will they be reinbursi ng homeowners?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  That
will be devel oped with the Departnent of
Health with regard to the testing
requi renents and how this will be rolled out.
"1l have to get back to you on a specific
anount that we're envisioning for that
programin the Cean Water funding. So I'l|
get back to you.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  There's quite a
| arge capital allocation for the transfer to
the new state SFS program and that's been
going on for quite sone time. And so there's
30 mllion, and this is on top of | think
maybe about 28 mllion.

How cl ose are we on actually
conpleting that, and why does it cost so
much? Don't we have enough 12-year-olds in
the state to nmake that transition run a
littl e snoot her?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
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t he team has done an amazing job at
transitioning to the State Financial System
process. It has been a lot of work, I'Il be
honest. Wen we first started down this
pat hway, working with the State Conptroller
and the Division of Budget, you know, DEC was
very built on different infrastructure, and
we had to transition all across the seasoned
practices into this new system

So it has required a mjor
i nfrastructure upgrade as well as additional
capacity to nake sure that we're focusing and
hel ping this transition run as snoothly as
possible. So we're in the final stages of it
right now, and soon we'll be fully m grated
to the SFS system

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK: That's what we
want to hear, that this will conplete the
process.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK:  Thank you.

| lend back my 13 seconds.

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN GLI CK:  Thank you.
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DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Thank
you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

| want to introduce Senator Mayer,
Senat or May and Senat or Gonzal ez, who j oi ned
us.

Any additional Assenbl ynmenbers?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Not as of yet.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Ckay.

Any Republ i can Senat ors added?

SENATCR O MARA: Yes, we've been
j oi ned by Senator Patricia
Canzoneri-Fitzpatri ck.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGCER: Great. And next
up is Senator Stec, the ranker on EnCon, for
five mnutes.

SENATOR STEC: (Mc off.)

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Press your
but t on.

SENATOR STEC. Good nor ni ng,

Comm ssioner. How are you?
DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Good

nor ni ng, sir.
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SENATOR STEC. Apol ogies for ny voice;
|"mgetting over a cold.

|"ve got a few questions and little
time. So a wide range of sectors --
devel opers, renewabl e energy, affordable
housi ng, general housing -- have raised
concerns about the final wetlands regul ations
that seened to go well beyond the statutory
changes and will inpose uncertainty, delays,
and i ncreased costs on projects, including
projects that are a priority for New York
St at e.

| s the departnent sufficiently staffed
to make case-by-case applicability
determ nations for projects with wetl and
issues? And is there any intent to revisit
the final rules based on what we see, the
i npacts on projects?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Thank
you for that, Senator.

And | think, like | said in our
testinmony, you know, what we're seeking to do
is really create a workabl e programthat

bal ances the need to protect these freshwater
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wet | and resources that are so critical to
protecting our cormmunities fromfl oods and
providing clean water, to the need to
facilitate devel opnment on the | andscape.

And what you've seen over the | ast
year from our advance notice of proposal
we're naking to the draft regs was a real
robust and open conment period, where we
heard from t housands of stakehol ders across
the state to make sure that our regul ations
wer e done exactly in accordance with the
| egislation and | aw that's enacted, and
create that workabl e, bal anced program

So right now we're focused on the next
phase of creating general permts, which wll
hel p gui de certain devel opnents through the
process in a nore stream ined fashion while
all owi ng our staff to focus nore on those
t hat need broader jurisdictional
det ermi nati ons.

Qur goal with the general permts is
to really nake sure that, you know,
appl i cants know what we're | ooking for when

it cones to protecting our wetlands and
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addressing the buffer areas and not

devel oping in those. So as long as they can
conply with what's in the general permt,
things will nove through nore quickly.

But with all our regulations, we're
al ways going to adaptively nanage this with
you. We always hear from stakehol ders.

We' Il always consider revisions if we need
to, or changes on inplenentation to make sure
t hi ngs go snoot hly.

And the Governor's commtnent of staff
in the budget is making sure that we're going
to have resources to effectively inplenent
this programon the ground.

SENATOR STEC. All right. | hope so.

|"mgoing to shift gears to EPR for a
m nute and just throw out a few just general
di scussion itens that 1'd like you to react
to, about where the adm nistration is on EPR
for packagi ng.

s there any intent to put forward a
proposal in 2025 fromthe adm nistration?
The departnent is funding a needs assessnent.

| "' mwondering what its status is, its
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findings to date, and when it will be
conpl eted. And do you think we should wait
on passing EPR legislation until the needs

assessnment is conplete, or see what happens

in other states -- you know, those that are
| aunching simlar proposals -- and learn from
t hat ?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
we | ook forward to nore conversations with
you on EPR in general. The needs assessnent
is in devel opnment right now, and we're
continuing to evaluate the interimdata
that's com ng out on that.

We're al so nonitoring inplenmentation
of our existing EPR progranms for carpets and
mattresses, which are working very
ef fectively.

So obviously we want to have nore
conversations with you on an EPR program
The needs assessnment will be out relatively
soon, and | think that will guide sone
addi ti onal conversations and di al ogues.

But generally there's a | ot of

information in our state solid waste
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managenment plan that our team produced, and
there are a lot of facets to our solid waste
managenent efforts across the state that we
need to collectively look at. And |
encourage you to take a | ook at that because
it does have information on EPR and EPR-based
progranms that could be taken up by the

Legi slature as well.

And our goal here is to have a rea
good conversation with you all on the right
policies to address the solid waste
managemnment issues that are inpacting the
state and really address this head on. Not
only is it inportant to our landfill capacity
and space, but also our clinate efforts as
wel|. Because the nore waste that we can
reduce fromthe waste streamdirectly reduces
em ssions com ng out of landfills, which is
really inmportant to inplenentation of the
Scopi ng Plan as wel|.

SENATOR STEC. Thank you.

Two nore qui ck-type questions. Wy
are we appropriating $250,000 to the Vernont

Energy | nvestnent Corporation?
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DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
don't believe that's in DEC s portion of the
budget, so I'Il have to get back to you on
that specific line itemin the EPF

SENATOR STEC. kay. And then ny
final question, | see that $15 mllion for
tree planting was elinmnated in the
Governor's budget proposal. Is it your
position as conm ssioner that the additional
funding is no | onger needed?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  No,
that additional funding will be needed over
time, and we're going to continue to work
with the Executive on that.

We are just in the process of naking
that first $15 mllion investnent happen and

begin bringing on that necessary capacity at

our Saratoga Tree Nursery, and continuing the

work to reach the Governor's 25 mllion tree

goal that we have.

So there's a |l ot of progress still yet

to be made on that, and we'll continue to

work with you and the Governor's office on

t hose needs over tine as we continue to build
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this program

SENATOR STEC: All right, thank you
very rmuch

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Si mpson, ranker.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  Fi ve mi nut es.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Thank you,

Chai r.

Thank you, Comm ssioner. And | want
to al so thank your teamfor the visit |ast
week. And, you know, we've had a great
di al ogue back and forth with the agency and,
you know, the people of DEC are doing an
i ncredi bl e amount of work, and | recognize
t hat and appreciate everything that you do.

My question is -- and | didn't see a
line or anything, and | haven't heard any
novenent on it, but is there any resources or
progranms that have been established to
address sonme of the critical-incidence stress
i ssues that we've seen with the | aw

enforcenment side and al so the Rangers side?
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DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: W
have a big focus on nental health throughout
t he agency, not just for our first responders
but all staff. W continue to work directly
wi th the Forest Ranger | eadership, our
Enpl oyee Assi stance Program our ot her
assi stance progranms fromthe State Police and
others, to make sure that we're providing
that mental health support for all our first
responders in the agency.

These are really tough jobs, and they
do take their toll. And we want to make sure
that we are putting in place the systens and
processes to help them out.

W' ve done a fewinitiatives with the
Ofice of Mental Health in the |ast year for
sonme tal k sessions and voluntary, you know,
reach-out where people can directly connect
with a nmental healthcare provider. These
don't take any additional resources. And
what we're doing is using the resources that
we have to provide this critical support to
our first responders overall.

And that's a big priority of ours, and
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we' re always | ooking for additional
opportunities to provide that support. Mich
of that doesn't necessarily need much
resources, and if it does, we have the
flexibilities in our appropriations to neet
it.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON: Ckay, thank you.

| want to switch to the 500 mllion
that's proposed in the Cl ean Water
I nfrastructure. You know, this has been
appropriated every year. You know, |ast year
was another 500 million. How nmuch of that
noney has been all ocated and appropriated out
to projects fromits inception -- you know,
al rost $6 billion.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: W
can get you a full accounting of that. W' ve
built a lot of programs that are noney in,
nmoney out, in a quick fashion. And a |ot of
our prograns are al so oversubscribed. So
each year as we get additional investnents,
we're able to nmeet those goals that are
comng in and requests that are comng in

from our rmunici pal stakehol ders and ot her
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st akehol ders who benefit fromthis funding.

So overall we have spent a | ot of
that. | want to get you an exact figure to
l et you know. So -- but generally every year
this appropriation is made, great progress is
made at inplenmenting it, and you' re seeing
proj ects happen on the ground across the
st at e.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Ckay. Many
years ago there was a report that did a needs
assessnment essentially across the state.

Have we done an updated report assessing --
representing the needs that are out there?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: DEC
or EFC has not done an updated report on
that, but we continue to inplenent the
progr ans.

| think what would be nost benefici al
is to have a neeting with you with Maureen
Col eman, who's the president of the
Environnental Facilities Corporation, so we
can go over both the inplenmentation of the
Cl ean Water funding that we have and al so

what the needs are that our conmmunities are
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facing in the future.

But these investnents are really
critical and do underpin a | ot of inportant
progress that we're naking on the ground to
provi de cl ean water.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON: | agree, they
are critical. And many of the snaller
comunities in nmy district that do have those
facilities and need that support for
i nfrastructure, you know, because of the |aws
and how that is bonded and paid for just by
t hose users, the cost of that infrastructure
far surpasses the maybe a hundred people on a
$4 mllion project.

So this funding is critical, and it's
critical to get it out the door so that they
can nove forward.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  And
Assenbl ynmenber, 1'Il just say too what this
funding does is also | everage the federa
dollars that are comng in. And that's why
it's also critical to nake sure we're
mai ntai ning things |like the Cean Water State

Revol ving Fund on the federal |evel. Because
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the New York State investnments are | everagi ng
t hat and maki ng better projects happen on the
ground. And if that federal funding goes
away, that's going to have a real inpact.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Ckay. Thank
you. And I'mgoing to add one nore question
that | was going to save for another
panel i st, but maybe you have sone oversi ght
on this.

There's a state project in my district
attached to Gore, the Ski Bow project.
Forty mllion-plus dollars is being spent
there on a beautiful facility. And | did
notice that there were 5, 000-gallon propane
tanks that presumably are being used to heat
that facility.

| s there oversight on our projects as
to whether we're going to conply or we're
aligned with our goals, environnmental goal s?
Because it seenms to ne we're nandating on one
side to residential users all-electric, and
now we're -- in our own projects we're using
pr opane.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yes,
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we' re overseei ng sone of that --

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  You' Il have to
answer that question to himseparately. But
you prom se to, right?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
prom se to get back to you, Assenbl yman

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Thank you.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  On
all the ways we're overseeing state projects.
CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Next up we have Senator Rachel May.

Wuld you like to come up to a seat
sonmeone will let you use for the nonment?

(O f the record.)

SENATOR MAY: Thank you.

Comm ssi oner, good to see you.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Good
to see you, Senator.

SENATOR MAY: | want to ask a couple
of questions. One is about solid waste,
whi ch doesn't appear very nuch in the
Governor's budget, but the people in the
Fi nger Lakes do not want to see an expansi on

of Seneca Meadows Landfill. | know t hat




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

64

permt application is in front of you al
now.

But if we're going to deny that
permt, which | hope will happen, there has
to be a plan. So |I'mwondering, there's
not hi ng about EPR, there's nothing about
expanding the Bottle Bill. | didn't see
anyt hi ng about expandi ng conposti ng
activities in the state. Wat is the plan
for reducing solid waste?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
with regard to the Seneca Meadows | andfill,
as you know, there is an environnental inpact
statenent that is being devel oped right now,
and we're nonitoring that. W put the
scoping plan out for that back in April, and
that's really guiding the devel opment of the
draft generic environnental inpact statenent,
which will be put out for public coment once
it's finalized.

So that is in process by the applicant
right now, and we'll continue to keep you and
the community posted as that process

progr esses.
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Wth regard to solid waste managenent
overall, obviously the state Solid Waste
Managenent Pl an that our team has produced is
really guiding the ways in which we need to
see changes happen to address solid waste
management and i nprove solid waste nanagenent
in the state. The Governor's budget is
continuing a nunber of appropriations that
are critical to that in the Environmenta
Protection Fund in particular, and al so
real ly making progress on reducing food
wast e.

And t hanks to the changes in the | aw
that were recently enacted, we're seeing even
nore generators cone online, and we update
food scrap recycling and donation occurring.
We just announced 32 mllion pounds, and we
reached that mlestone in the |ast year, of
food waste that was diverted and recycl ed and
provi ded to needy New Yorkers who need it
nost .

So you're seeing the progress of our
policies that we nmake at addressing our solid

wast e managenent i ssues.
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SENATOR MAY: Ckay. Al right, thank
you. | have one other question; let ne just
get it in quickly. And this is about |and
acquisition by land trusts.

| see that there is a nove to allow
title insurance for DEC | and acqui sitions.
What is being done to speed up the | and trust
| and acquisitions? Because between DEC and
the AG s office, they are running into years
and years of del ays.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So we
are in active conversations with the Ofice
of Attorney General right now regarding that,
to find the opportunities to streamine. |If
we are unable to reach sonme agreenent and
consensus on those stream ines, we're going
to be com ng back to you to discuss
additional legislation that my be necessary
to streanline those processes.

But what you're seeing --

SENATOR MAY: Do you need additi onal
staff for this purpose? Because |'m hearing
that that's where the delays are at DEC.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Sone
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of the additional staff that the CGovernor
providing in this budget is going to help
address prograns |ike |land acquisition
general ly.

But the legislation Article VI bi
will help streamine the process.

SENATOR MAY: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

Assenbl y.

is

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber Bil

Conrad for three m nutes.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONRAD: Thank you, Chair.

Conmi ssioner, | wanted to start off
tal ki ng about a couple of few issues that
|"ve been kind of fielding that result fro

manufacturing in the CLCPA. You know, the

by

m

topics go fromHFC regul ations to, recently,

sonme of the DAC conplications with
manuf act uring and so on.

Let's start with the HFC topic. |
that regul ati ons were posted on
Decenber 24th, and it had to do with HFC

regul ati ons that had been, | would say,

saw
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somet hing that had gone on for a while --
di al ogue, and we try to extend that.

But the enforcenent date was set at
1/9, several days later. And we've been
trying to conmuni cate with your office to
figure out what's going on, because
there's -- let's be honest, | got a |ot of
phone calls on Christmas Eve froma | ot of
di fferent, you know, manufacturers,
super nmar kets, who are very, very kind of |
woul d say frustrat ed.

I's there clarification? And what
things are the DEC doing to conmunicate
better with these industries? Because that
was -- that seened |ike a wham right in
their face. W're dropping this reg on the
24th, and on the 9th it's supposed to be
enacted. Do you care to conment on that?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |
woul d.

And, you know, part of what we do with
t he devel opment of all our regulations is to
make sure we're doing a robust and

transparent engagenent process throughout the
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process. And for the last two years we had
spent devel opi hg these regul ati ons, we
engaged in many stakehol der conversati ons.

W really transparently devel oped
these regulations, so | ama bit surprised at
sonme of the concerns that you're hearing
about this, because we thought we were
engagi ng effectively with all those that are
going to be inpacted.

But when it comes to inplenentation,
simlar to, you know, what | spoke about
earlier on some of our other progranms, we
want to be flexible. And we hear from
st akehol ders, and we wi |l adapt accordingly
to make sure we're hel ping themthrough this
transition.

So with regard to Hardy I ndustri es,
which | believe has reached out to you and
posi ng many of these questions, we're
actively engaging with themright now,
| ooki ng at using enforcenent discretion to
make sure that they have conpliance pat hway
that they need to phase this in over tine.

And again, this regulation isn't neant
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to, you know, take refrigerators offline
right now This is really neant, as

equi pnent ages out and phases out, the

i ndustry now needs to phase in natural -based
refrigerants and equi prent that uses

natural --

(Overtal k.)

ASSEMBLYMAN CONRAD:  Yeah, |
understand that conpletely, but it just
seened like that tinme stanp that was put on
was quite brutal. You know, and again --

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  And
that's where enforcenent discretion hel ps.
As we hear those concerns, we can work with
the industry and give that flexibility that
t hey need for conpliance.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONRAD: Ckay. Wth the
short tinme | have, with the disadvantaged
community cal culation, | had reached out to
your office in discussion about conpleting a
pl an and havi ng nodel s avail abl e for
conpanies as they try to do this what | would
call public participation plan. 1'Il |eave

it at that.
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DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: | ' | |
take a | ook at the regs tonorrow, which wll
be provided --

ASSEMBLYMAN CONRAD: Appreciate it.
Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Ranker Senator Mattera for
five mnutes.

SENATOR MATTERA: And t hank you
Madam Chair. |It's great to be here today.
And wel come back, everybody, to our hearings.

And Conmi ssioner, it was great to have
a conversation with you the other day, wth
your staff. And you do a great job and |
appreciate it.

| know we had a very | engthy
di scussi on about what's happening with the
battery storage situation, and one of the

guestions | did ask you was, does the DEC

have any oversight -- you know, town, county,
state -- for the permtting process? And,
you know, | found out, no, you don't in

certain instances.

We have a situation right now where --
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which I'mvery proud of in ny district,
representing the 2nd Senate District --
Sm t ht own and Huntington opted out. They
have a -- excuse ne, they have a noratorium
on battery storage facilities. Right next to
nme, where it used to be my redistricting,
when they redistricted, | used to have a part
of Brookhaven, which they have six battery
st orage proposed.

Does the DEC have any oversight at al
on the permtting process?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |t
depends on the case-by-case basis of where
t hese battery storage facilities would be
sited and what permtting authorities DEC
woul d have. For instance, if it's a floating
battery storage, there would be different
marine permtting required --

SENATOR MATTERA: Excuse ne, |
can't -- | can't hear you.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Oh.
I's this better, Senator?

SENATOR MATTERA:  Yes.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
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said it's really a case-by-case anal ysis that
we have to undertake to see what permtting
authorities we woul d have.

So, for instance, if it's a floating
battery storage, there would be specific
marine permts that would apply. |If there
were discharges fromthe site, there are
SPDES pernmits that would be applied. There
woul d be construction general permts that
woul d apply. |If there were any air em ssions
associated with it, air permts would apply.

So it really depends, on a facility by
facility basis, where these are sited and
what DEC permts would, you know, cover these
facilities.

| encourage you to talk to ny
col | eague at NYSERDA as well, since they're
doing a lot of work on battery storage --

SENATCOR MATTERA:  Trust nme, | wll be
getting into that conversation al so.

But Comm ssioner, ny question is also
| ook at the fires that have been happeni ng.
Right in ny own Long Island al one, we had

East hanpt on, we had a battery storage fire.
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Let's tal k about upstate, the fires that
happened upstate. Let's talk about the

Moss Landing battery plant in California that
j ust happened, another major fire.

We're tal king about the DEC, we're
tal ki ng about our contam nants right now t hat
took -- | think this fire is still going on,
actually, in the Mbss plant, that's how
severe this fire is.

So how coul d the DEC not be a huge
part of the permtting process? So | just
actually put a bill in that I'm hoping that
all ny coll eagues -- because we have
constituents in ny district that they're
putting battery storage facilities right in a
dense community, right in Setauket, and the
DEC has nothing to do with it, especially
with sonmething that could go on fire
contam nants going into our ground, up in our
at nosphere.

This is sonething that's very, very
serious that -- one thing | always say is
battery storage is nothing but an experinent,

and it's going to cost all ratepayers
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trillions of dollars for an experinent that,
guess what, could cause harm Qur vol unteer
firemen, they' re not experienced enough to do
anything with this, not for anything -- you
coul d be an experienced fireperson. And
guess what, we're putting themin harm s way.

So to you, this is sonmething very,
very inportant that we as, obviously, the DEC
needs to nake sure are very vocal about this,
that you are a big part, the DECis a big
part of the oversight and the permtting
process, not just with -- the towns, the
counties and the state.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
Senator | look forward to nore conversations
with you on that generally. And obviously
coordinating with NYSERDA and nmultiple state
agencies, we're |l ooking at battery safety.

W had a Fire Wrking Goup that was stood up
to really evaluate our safety initiatives in
t he state.

SENATOR MATTERA: Right, are you very

concerned -- my question, are you concerned,

i s your departnent very concerned about
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battery storage facilities?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
we' re obviously recogni zing the inportance of
battery storage to our clean energy efforts,
and the need to ensure they' re properly
si ted.

And that's really where DEC cones into
play, with the current permtting authorities
that we have to reviewthis. W're
continuing to coordinate with NYSERDA and
other state entities on making sure that
we' re bal ancing that need to bring on battery
storage, but properly siting it in ways that
are not going to potentially increase fire
risk fromw ldfires or inpacts to
communi ti es.

But this is an essential part of the
cl ean energy conversation that we need to
have, and battery storage does have a future
as part of the dependability and reliability
of our grid overall.

SENATOR MATTERA: And | thank you. |
had -- | wish | had another five mnutes, but

t hank you very much
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman Di di
Barrett, three m nutes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Thank you,

Chai r.

And t hank you, Conm ssioner. Thanks
so nuch for all that you've done and for
bei ng here today especially.

|"ve got just a couple of questions.
In the 2024 State of the State, the Governor
di rect ed NYSERDA and DEC to | aunch a study on
the O ean Transportation Standard, also known
as the C ean Fuel Standard. Can you give us
a sense of what the status of that study is
and where -- you know, how it's being done
and when you expect the study to be rel eased?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
the study is very much underway, and |
encourage you to talk to ny coll eague at
NYSERDA i n the next panel about the specifics
of that.

But | think the work is very much
transitioning and progressing, and we're
maki ng sure that we're building what we --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Can you --
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mc?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR
Sorry.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT:  Thank you.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: - -
bui | di ng what we learn into, you know, all
the policies that we're working on across the
board to advance our clinmate goals and
achi eve our climte goals overall.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Ckay, thank
you.

| want to follow up on what
Senat or Harckham started aski ng you about,
which is the Advanced C ean Trucks and then
al so the Advanced C ean Cars. Because we are
hearing from-- clearly the trucking industry
has a | ot of concerns about New York's
unwi | | i ngness or seenming unwillingness to
del ay the inplenmentation, which other states
| i ke Massachusetts and Oregon have al ready
done. Even, you know, while you're del aying
the enforcenent. And even as that's
happening, the rule's still being inplenmented

and manufacturers will accrue deficits for
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t he trucks.

And then the cars, there's a | ot of
concern because the infrastructure isn't
there. W had a hearing | ast week
specifically on transportation and
zero-em ssion charging infrastructure, and,
you know, it's -- and especially what's
happening at the federal |level at this point,
it'"s really hard to -- you know, to force
people to really run their businesses into
t he ground wi thout having sone way to protect
themif there isn't the infrastructure and
we're not really encouraging -- we're not
doi ng the kinds of things that woul d make
buyi ng EVs as robust as we really wi sh we
could. And truck conpanies that, you know,
are being punished for sonething that, you
know, they really have no control over.

Can you talk to us a little nore
specifically? | know you said you' re open to
everything, but this issue of the
i npl enentation is really inportant.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So on

that, obviously we are not trying to shut
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busi nesses down. That's not what we're in
t he business of. W' re obviously in the
busi ness of making sure that we're hel ping
reach the climate goals that we have and
recogni zing that electrification of our
transportation networks is really essential
and critical.

And what you're seeing fromthe
commitnent of a billion dollars in this
budget to climate-related i nfrastructure and
t he Sustai nable Future program that is
really | ooking at how we are creating the
infrastructure that is going to be needed to
hel p New Yorkers make this transition

And on the clean energy side and the
transportation side, that EV infrastructure
is an essential conponent of that. And
that's what we're |l ooking to finance in part
with this billion-dollar investnent that the
Governor is making. Because we want to nake
sure that this transition is happening
af fordably for New Yorkers, and we need --
and we recogni ze we need this infrastructure

in place.
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Regarding the flexibilities on the
regul ation side for ACT and ACCII, that's
where we continue to really nonitor what is
happeni ng on the federal |evel, because that
is going to inpact these prograns,
potentially. You know, if the adm nistration
i n Washi ngton pulls back California' s waiver
or changes anything there, that's going to
have an inpact on this program

We continue to work directly with
California right now and, as | said, the
ot her Section 177 states of the Clean Air Act
who are enrolled in this program to evaluate
any additional changes. And we are | ooking
at pushing out the tineline for ACC to 2029
and different flexibilities.

So those conversations are actively
happeni ng right now, and our goal here is to
make sure that you're inforned of this. And
we' ve really appreciated you and a nunber of
your other nenbers, you know, interacting
with us throughout the fall, really bringing
the concerns to us, because that is hel pful

for us to hear, but we also want to have our
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experts be able to talk directly with you on
t hese prograns to understand, you know, how
they're structured to achi eve these goals.

So for instance, these requirenents
are on engi ne manufacturers, not on the
deal ers and distributors. And it's
unfortunate that the engi ne manufacturers
have started to play sonme of the ganes we see
that are inpacting the dealers. But as we
hear fromthe dealers, we | ook at the
di fferent enforcenent discretions that we can
use to hel p make sure that our regul ations
aren't putting people out of business, that
we're adapting in realtine to what you're
seei ng, and what you're seeing on the
snowpl ows and energency vehicles is a true
recognition that we can be flexible and we
can make changes that address the concerns of
st akehol ders.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Thank you.

No, it's definitely encouraging to
know t hat you can, because it's critical. W
really do need to bring the whole state with

us as we work to reach these goals, and we
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share your commitnment to reaching the goals
and certainly doing it in a way that's not
saddl i ng our constituents and our ratepayers
with all the costs.

So, you know, it's conplicated but |
think not creating fear and anxiety in the
process is also really inmportant. So how we
comuni cate and how we flag these issues up
front | think is essential too. So we
appreci ate you working with us, you know, and
all the agencies in order to nmake sure that
we can comuni cate to our constituents on al
of these issues.

| think that's all | have right now,
but thank you.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  And
al so, our doors are always open for those
conversations. And we value that because we
want to nmake sure that we're hearing fromyou
and al so armng you with the right
information so that you can hel p advance the
progranms that you are directing us to advance
t hrough | egi sl ation, and nmaki ng sure that

we' re wor ki ng together on hel ping these
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transitions occur to our clean energy econony
of the future. So we appreciate those
conversations and di al ogues.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT:  Thank you.

And we | ook forward to hearing from
your office about the water infrastructure
for communities that don't have any water
infrastructure to expand or increase or
apprai se. So thank you.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
bel i eve Logan is al ready working on setting
up that neeting with you, ma'am

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Excel | ent.
Thank you. Thanks very rmuch.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Senat or Krueger.

Comm ssi oner, you tal ked about PFAS,
and | was happy to hear that there will be
funding in the budget for PPE protection for
our firefighters. Hopefully it's sufficient
that we're not picking winners and | osers.

Any funding or | anguage in the budget
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to assist our volunteer fire departnments with
t he renmoval of disturbed or identified
contam nated soils fromtheir property?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that is sonething that we'll have to have a
case- by-case conversation with --

SENATOR HELM NG  Ckay. | | ook
forward to followi ng up on that.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yeabh,
obvi ously, Senator --

SENATOR HELM NG On wast ewat er
treatment plants, we tal ked briefly about
that -- | only have three m nutes, and
there's a long list. There are aging
facilities, 1've visited many throughout the
State of New York; they're in desperate need
of upgrades. They have to conpete for
grants. Some of them need assistance with
t hat .

| "' mwondering, in our budget is there
significant infrastructure funding to ensure
that our wastewater treatnment plants are able
to neet safe and the l[atest, the nobst recent

di scharge requi rements?
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DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yes.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  The
financing of the 500 million is going to go
al ong --

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Real quick, on conserved lands, it's
al ready been discussed, so I'll just -- do
you realize how nmuch noney is owed to our
statewi de | and trusts?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR:  We're
advanci ng | and acqui sition and conservati on
in the pipeline that we have. The
investnents in the Bond Act are --

(Overtal k.)

SENATOR HELM NG So it's held up, as
Senat or May said, and we owe statew de our
land trusts nore than $150 mllion.

|"mglad that you said that this is a
priority of the Governor. |[|I'mglad you're
havi ng t hose conversations. W need to speed
it up. This is a programl really support.

But changi ng directions here and going

to Advanced C ean Trucks and the
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refrigerant-containing material rul es that
were recently enacted, you had used the --
you had sai d sonet hi ng about engagi ng
effectively, you felt you were engagi ng
effectively. Obviously you' ve heard froma
nunber of |egislators who have heard from
their constituents, businesses, who have
concerns and questions. Wich raises a red
flag for ne.

Just turning to the refrigerants,

t hose regs were dropped on Christmas Eve.
And literally days later, early January,
busi nesses that operate legally in this
state, that neet their permt requirenents
and everything else, all of a sudden they
were no | onger in conpliance.

And just to hear you tal k about
flexibility with enforcenment, do you think
that that gives our snall businesses sone
confort in investing, continuing to invest in
the state? These are businesses that enpl oy
peopl e, provide jobs. They donate to our
not-for-profits throughout our communities.

I|"mthinking it's backwards.
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But again, I'll go back to, are you
concerned about these businesses cl osing
under this concept of flexibility with
enf or cenent ?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
| think any businesses that have questions on
the inpact of a regulation should reach out
to the departnent so that we can wal k t hem
t hrough t hat.

And again, with the enforcenent
di scretion, that's --

SENATCR HELM NG These busi nesses are
just trying to survive, to do business every
day. They don't have time to continue to
check the DEC s website. And we reach out on
their behal f --

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you,

Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG  -- sonetines we get
answers, sonetines we don't.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you,

Senat or Hel m ng.
Assenbl y.
SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
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Senat or Krueger.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Pal mesano.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  Yes.
Comm ssi oner, thanks for your time the other
day. | only have three mnutes -- or five
m nut es, excuse ne. That's great.

First 1| wanted to re-enphasi ze what ny
col | eague Chai rwoman Barrett said, to
enphasi ze the ACT regulation. 1'mvery, very
concerned about it. You know, we had a
hearing last week and it really sounded a red
alarmflag of all that's going on, and ot her
col | eagues are tal king about it.

The things we heard: Limted range.
| mean, one statistic that cane out, a
typi cal diesel truck can drive between 1800
to 2,000 mles before needing a refuel, and
fill upin 20 mnutes, while an electric
truck can go 200 mles and take nmaybe four to
five hours to fill up -- or to charge.
Limted | oad capacity, |ack of
infrastructure, high initial costs -- 200, 000

to $300, 000 for the purchase of a
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near - zer o-em ssi on di esel truck, versus 1.4
to 1.5 mllion. Tine and tine again.

So we don't just need a pause in the
enforcenment, we need a delay in the
i npl enentation. And maybe along with that,
how about a cost-benefit and a feasibility
study to see if the infrastructure can handl e
it, because the grid -- even utilities say
they can't provide it to these places that
need to be.

So hopefully that's sonething you | ook
at. Also hopefully you | ook at renewabl e
di esel. That was brought up in the
conversation that this is something that
woul d work in our communities. You wouldn't
have to retrofit trucks, it could work with
exi sting areas. And New York City's
i npl enented that, and it has reduced
em ssions. Maybe that's sonething we shoul d
| ook at as a bridge before we go forward.

But what | really wanted to talk to
you about today a little bit, if I could, to
get you on the record about -- | nentioned it

in our call -- the DEC, the Governor, the




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

91

Legi sl ature have concerns about extraction of
fossil fuels and that process and the danger
of -- and how that is on the environnent.

Certainly you are well aware of the
envi ronmental and human | abor abuses
associated with nickel, lithium and cobalt
and rare-earth mning, all of which is driven
by the need for the mnerals in batteries for
electric vehicles, electric school buses, and
renewabl e energy systens.

And specific exanples | want to say
for the record, and hopefully you can
address, it is well docunented that cobalt,
child labor in the Denocratic Republic of
Congo. Seventy percent of the cobalt cones
fromthere to produce a lithiumion battery.
Sl ave | abor in Uyghur, by China.

Al so, on the environmental side, in
South Anerica in the Lithium Triangle, water,
rivers and streans being poi soned and
polluted for Iithium m ning.

Does the DEC account for all the
envi ronnmental and soci al consequences of

m ni ng expansion required to neet the CLCPA
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mandat es? Do you account for that? And if
not, shouldn't you? And is it okay to
really -- you know, children who are dying,
bei ng mai ned, paralyzed in m ne coll apses,

m ning for cobalt, and poi soned water in
rivers and streans in other countries, and
al so child and sl ave | abor, is that okay for
us to neet our green energy goal s?

O are we just burying our heads in
the sand? So as long as we don't see it, as
long as it's not happening in New York
children aren't dying here, we're not
poi soning water in river and streans here --
is that okay, fromyour perspective, that we
nove forward with this and not take that into
account? Because it's really happening, and
it's well-docunent ed.

And does the Governor not think about
that, or does she not care? O what are we
doing on that? Because this is a tragedy
t hat' s happened, and no one's speaki ng out
about it. But I will continue, and so wl|
sonme of us others.

Pl ease, answer.
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DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So |
definitely encourage you to bring that up
with Doreen Harris, president of NYSERDA, in
t he next panel as well --

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO | will.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: - -
since we work collaboratively w th NYSERDA
and all our other agency partners on
batteries overall.

| woul d say, yeah, we're al ways
concerned about child | abor and naki ng sure
that the worker protections that we have here
in the state are enbraced by others
internationally. And we encourage the
federal government to continue to naintain
that focus on taking the worker protection
standards that we have in this nation and
maki ng sure that child |l abor is not
occurring, and that these supply chains and
supply lines are adequately protected from
m streat nment.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  But
Conmm ssi oner -- Conmm ssioner, it is

occurring. So what are we doing to ensure
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that the materials that conme into our
vehicles -- should we pause on this to ensure
that it's U S. sourced?

Because really what we're doing is
like we're saying we have know edge it's
there but we can't stop neeting these goals
because we have to have electric vehicles, we
have to have electric school buses, we have
to have electric notor -- 18-wheelers. W
need to do that, but it's okay that child
| abor is being used, it's okay that we're
poi soning water in rivers and streans in
ot her countri es.

Wiy are we not being nore proactive on
t hat and speaki ng out on that and not just
saying, Wll, we have to neet these goal s?
Because that's what it seens |ike the nessage
is I"mgetting, and others: [It's okay,
because we have to neet these goals. But yet
t he danage we're doing to these children, the
damage, you know, in the Congo, the danage
we're doing to other areas with their water
and streans -- it's okay to neet these goals.

Shoul dn't we do nore?
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DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,

definitely Doreen can discuss with you
further how NYSERDA is | ooking at batteries
and battery storage overall. They've had
sonme reports and anal yses that they've
produced. So | encourage you to bring that
up with her directly as well.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or M chell e Hi nchey,

t hree m nutes.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

Hel l o. Thank you so rmuch for being
here and for your tinme and all of your work,
and everyone at DEC.

| want to pick up the thread from
Chair dick on energing contam nants. W
know t hat we have -- we're doing a lot for
energing contam nants in water, but there's

still alot nore to do for on-site, before

t hose contam nants get into our water stream

Specifically on the | eachate questi on,

it's wonderful that regs are com ng for our

muni ci palities and communities to figure out




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

96

what to do with | eachate. However, the
article that came out recently was about a
[andfill in ny town. And what are we doi ng,
what is the DEC doing to help comunities
right now that have to deal with on-site
treatment of things like | eachate and ot her
ener gi ng contam nants?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
t hank you, Senator. And we appreciate sone
of the dialogue that we've had with you and
your comrunity nenbers. Sorry | wasn't able
to join the call |ast week on that.

But | think what --

SENATOR HI NCHEY:  Your team was great.

DEC | NTERI M COMM SSI ONER MAHAR
That's great.

| think, you know, as an exanpl e of
what we're doing with you, that's what we
want to do with any communities that have
guestions. Cbviously our doors are open on
the regional level to facilitate those
conver sati ons.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you. Just

to -- there's no -- it doesn't seemli ke
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there's funding available right nowto help
comunities deal with things |ike on-site
storage or tankers to renediate that before
it goes to a treatnent plant. |Is that right?
DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
that's where the conversations with our
experts are inportant first. W need to
understand the site-specific characteristics,
what the, you know, constituents are of the
| eachate, what the water treatnment plant is
able to process and handle to neet their
permt requirenents. And there are a |ot of
di scussi ons that we have to have on a
case- by-case basis.
But generally with | eachate, you know,
what you've seen is with the testing
requi renents that we've put in place, a
recognition that we need to know what's in
here and nake sure that our processes are
able to handle it. And that's why we're --
SENATOR HI NCHEY: The challenge is
specifically for Hurley is they kind of had a
randomtest, so now the Cty of Kingston is

going to test the other landfills where they
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get deposits from But we imagine that this
is a nmuch larger issue than this one landfill
that we have in Hurley. And it seens that
there's not funding available to help with
that mtigation piece now, which is sonething
| think we should all look at in the budget,
since that doesn't exist.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
and the Cean Water Infrastructure Fundi ng
that we have with the 500 million, there's
flexibilities built in where we can adapt
that funding programto hel p support issues
like that. So that's part of the
conversation we want to continue with you

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Right. But for the
work right now, they've kind of been |eft
wi t hout anyt hi ng.

And for the clean water funding, you
know, we tal ked about -- you nentioned in one
of the answers about federal dollars,
al t hough we acknow edged in the begi nning of
this hearing that we nay -- all the federa
dol | ars are paused.

You know, what other kind of creative
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ways are we able to get that funding out the
door? O what kind of new strategies do we
need, do you think?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
| think what you've seen in the last years is
really a commtnment to maki ng sure we've got
people in the places to nove that noney nost
ef fectively.

On the Bond Act side, we're standing
up the staff that we need and the
infrastructure to nove that noney quickly.
Same on the Clean Water Infrastructure side,
wor ki ng with {inaudible} and others. So our
commtment is to nove the dollars as quickly
as we can.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Yes, we've been
j oi ned by Assenbl ynenbers Jo Anne Sinon and
Karen McMahon.

The next questioner wll be
Assenbl ynmenber Harvey Epstein.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N.  Thank you,
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Chair. And thank you, Interim Comm ssioner,
for being here.

| want to go back to the conversation
about waste nmanagenent issues. And | notice
that you appl auded the 32 m|lion pounds that
we' re conposting in the state. But, you

know, probably overall New York State turns

out about 3.9 mllion tons of food waste that
goes into our waste stream So 32 mllion
pounds versus 3.9 nmillion tons is a --

there's a big gap.

| ' m wonderi ng what your conmtnent is
totry to increase that nunber. | notice in
the EPF you've only put in $2.5 mllion. W
need to do a lot nore in that world, and I'm
wondering what's the goal of DEC in making
sure that happens?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
| think, you know, generally you've seen the
exponential growh already occurring, right,
from when we stood up that program and
started with this diverting, you know, a
coupl e hundred thousand pounds of food waste

to now 32 mllion pounds. That's over the
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course of two years.

So we are actively working, the
programis working, and as we advance the
expansi ons we're going to make even greater
pr ogr ess.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  So can we see a
commitment to try to increase this funding?
Because | know nunicipalities around the
state would love to increase their ability to
do conposting, but if we only put 2.5 mllion
in the EPF, we're not going to give themthe
addi ti onal resources they need to do that
ki nd of food waste managenent.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
we' re al ways open to conversations with you
in the context of the budget and | ook forward
to those negotiations this year on how t he
EPF is allocated, and nmaking sure that it's
targeting the types of investnments we need to
see.

We know what's in there now is hel ping
and it's working, and that's why we want to
see that funding continue. But obviously

open to conversations about where el se we
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need to take it.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  So in Executive
Order 22, DEC is part of the Geen Council,
believe part of the steering conmttee of the
G een Council, to do waste reduction and
wast e managenent and ensure we're conplying
with the dimate Leadership and Community
Protection Act.

What oversi ght does DEC have over
ot her agencies to ensure they're conplying
with the CLCPA as well as Executive Oder 22
to ensure that their procurenents and
operations are reduci ng waste and naki ng sure
we're noving to a nore sustainabl e econony?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yeabh,
our Green NY team and the EQ22 teamis sone
of the nost passionate folks that |I've seen
in state governnment for this work. And the
col | aborative process that they've created
with the steering conmmittee is really working
to make sure that we're maki ng progress. And
with regard --

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN. | know I only

have 36 seconds left, but if an agency's not
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conpl yi ng, what authority does DEC have over
a different agency to -- say, when they're
buyi ng non-el ectric vehicles or not

conpl ying, what authority do you have to
ensure that they're conplying with the goal s?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  There
are provisions built into the executive order
on that, and it really depends on a
case- by-case basis of what we're seeing. As
it goes with all the enforcenent that DEC
does, it's education first. And so we'l|l
work with a state agency, a business entity
or others to talk to them about their
pat hways to conpli ance.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN: Have you tried
to do that with agencies that are not
conplying currently with the CLCPA or the
executive order?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: W' re
al ways wor ki ng across state governnent to
make sure we're | eadi ng by exanple, and
that's why EQ22 is so inportant. And you're
seei ng that progress play out.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N:  Thank you.
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CHAIl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Excuse ne.

Al nost gave Harvey extra time by sl eeping.

Oh, so sorry. Senator Fahy.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you.

Thank you, Comm ssioner, for your
service as -- in stepping in this |ast year
nore. A few comments and then a coupl e of
guestions if | can get to them

One, | just want to share sonme of the
concerns that were rai sed about energing
contam nants and hope to get to a question on
t hat .

Al so want to share the concerns that
you' ve rai sed on where we are with neeting
the 30 by '30 conservation goals, and
appreci ate your efforts. Happy to work nore
with you on streanlining the process, as that
was a bill | did with former Senator Kam nsky
a nunber of years ago, and | appreciate your
efforts to try to neet that 30 by '30 goal

Let's see. Then a couple of
guestions. The trucking -- well, let ne
just -- the trucking, | share sone of the

concerns. | adopted and supported a nunber
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of the goals on the Advanced C ean Trucki ng
rules, but | also understand a | ot of those
wer e adopt ed when we thought we'd be further
along on the infrastructure. And | see that
others are -- other states now are trying to
give nore tine. |Is that your anticipation?
You said sonmething earlier in one of the
guestions that you're | ooking at possibly
2029. Is that -- is that where we're at on
t hat ?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
those are sonme of the flexibilities that
we're contenplating with California and our
ot her states who are advancing this program
overal | .

But on the infrastructure side, |'1I
just say again that the Governor's conm tnent
of a billion dollars to clean
infrastructure -- clean energy spendi ng and
t he Sustainable Future programis going to
stand up that infrastructure that's going to
help with that transition. And it's a
recognition that we do need to nake sure that

the charging infrastructure is in place as we
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transition to electric vehicles, and that's
why the Governor is making a solid conmtnent
and advanci ng t hose necessary conponents as
we continue to | ook at the regul ations
t hensel ves, how we hel p adapt to the concerns
that we're hearing and create workabl e
prograns that are reaching our goals and
facilitating this transition to the clean
ener gy econony.

SENATOR FAHY: Looks like it turned
of f.

| understand after that we al so had
talked to the Thruway Authority, and |ots of
new sites there to put in the infrastructure.
So | know there's a lot of work to do, and
happy to support you in any way with neeting
t hose, because it looks like we're a little
ahead of ourselves. And | do think that
there is nore time needed for the trucking
i ndustry.

Wth regard to biosolids, the
Rockefeller Institute -- the biosolids used
to fertilize lands, the Rockefeller Institute

has issued a couple of articles on this. |
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saw that our county has just passed a
noratorium -- Al bany County, that is.

|s there a status on the testing
regardi ng sonme findings? And howis the
department | ooking at responding to this
right now with sonme of the contam nants that
are being found in the biosolids?

DEC | NTERI M COMM SSI ONER MAHAR
Across the board with all our PFAS-rel ated
work, we're looking at all the different
potenti al pathways of introduction into the
environment. And biosolids we know are an
energing issue, and |I'm happy to follow up
with you on the specifics of what we're doing
in that regard.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you so much
Comm ssioner. Thank you, Chair.

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber Dana
Levenber g.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEVENBERG.  Thank you

Good norning? |'mnot sure where
we're at this norning.

| have three questions; I'll spit them
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out as fast as | can.

The first one is the -- | think you
started to answer it, but |I'mnot sure we got
the full answer, about the new wetl ands
regul ati ons, which are inportant and so nuch
needed.

How many staff of yours are devoted to
i mpl enenting these new regul ati ons? And does
DEC anticipate adding hires in the next year
to support effective inplenentation of these
i nportant regul ations?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yeabh,
so with the Governor's investnment of 58 new
staff, we're going to spread those around the
agency in the areas that need it nost --
wet | ands obvi ously bei ng one, because we want
to make sure we've got the people and the
pl aces, especially in the regional offices,
to nove the applications through the process
and nmake sure that this is a workable
program

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEVENBERG  Ckay. So
it's 58 divided here and there, is that what

you' re sayi ng?
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DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEVENBERG ~ Ckay. And
in terns of the Cean Water Infrastructure
Act, | know that there's been a |lot of talk
about getting the noney out the door and
specifically I'mwondering if -- and we've
heard by putting noney into specifically
making it easier for the drinking water part
of that, for communities to have access to
grant noney for engineering and pl anning so
that they can actually apply for the grants.

A lot of the issues seemto be around
not being able to apply for the grants in the
first place. Many small comunities just
don't have the capacity. But if there were
grants available, like there are for the
wast ewat er and stormnater, for the drinking
water, then we might be able to see nore of
t hat noney getting out the door.

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR:  So |
definitely encourage you to bring that up
with the Departnent of Health conm ssioner as
part of his hearing, because DCOH oversees the

dri nki ng water aspect of our Clean Water
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f undi ng.

But generally, |ast year the Governor
| aunched our Community Assi stance Teans,
where teans of DEC and EFC and DCH nenbers
are going into communities and really hel ping
expl ai n our processes, our prograns,
avai lability of funding and things |ike that.
So happy to connect you with our Comunity
Assi stance Teans; you can hear nore about
that and rmake sure that we're interacting
with the communities that you' re hearing from
on that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEVENBERG.  Ckay. |
mean, we have heard that Departnent of Health
has said they don't have the capacity really
to take that on as part of the issue why
those grants aren't in place, and that
they're not the sanme -- | guess EPF has
sonebody -- there's a different
adm ni strative process for the wastewater
grants than there is for the drinking water,
whi ch invol ves DCH

So we've heard that that's a problem

so I'"ll just -- 1'Il put that out there.
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And ny last question is actually
regardi ng nuclear. @G ven yesterday's narket
correction because of a nore efficient
artificial intelligence nodel from China that
will require fewer data centers and | ess
power, do you really think that the state
shoul d be spendi ng resources on bringing
online untested technol ogy such as nucl ear
that doesn't exist and will be up and runni ng
for decades, let alone if there are even
consuners to purchase it?

Thank you.

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |
woul d encourage you to talk to our energy
col | eagues on the next panels com ng up today
on that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEVENBERG ~ Sorry?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  1'd
talk to the energy panels or the energy
agencies in the next panels com ng up.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEVENBERG ~ Ckay, good.
Thank you so much

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senator Borrell o.
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SENATOR BORRELLO  Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

Comm ssi oner Mahar, thanks for being
here.

You nentioned that you're not in the
busi ness of putting businesses out of
business. I1'mglad to hear that. But this
clean truck standard is absolutely going to
do that. |It's doing it now \W're already
restricting the ability for dealers to get
trucks here, and that's going to have a
negative inmpact on a | ot of businesses,

i ncluding al so sales tax revenue for New York
St at e.

So you tal ked about | ooking at
potentially, you know, changi ng these
standards, but it's being inpacted right now.
And in fact these things aren't going to
take -- the standards aren't going to take a
single diesel or gas truck off the roads in
New York State. Because |'ve talked to the
i ndustry, they're sinply going to be sending
trucks in fromother states -- |ike where |

live, on the border of Pennsylvania -- and
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you're not going to have any -- you're going
to have zero inpact, quite frankly, on

em ssions. And we're also going to | ose
busi ness.

So why are we not suspending this
right now? There's been zero dollars
invested so far in comercial truck charging
stations, and that's the problem There's no
infrastructure. Even conpani es that want
it -- |1 mean, unless you're going to be a
food truck sitting all day, electric food
truck, | don't see howit's going to work.
It's not comrercially viable.

Wiy have we not suspended this right
now?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
again, with the billion dollars that the
Governor is proposing in this budget, that's
going to go a long way to hel ping with our
i mpl enentation of many different --

(I naudi bl e overtal k.)

SENATOR BORRELLO  Yeah, but this is
happeni ng right now. That billion dollars,

by the tine they put out the RFPs and t hey
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put the infrastructure -- it's going to be,
you know, 2030 before that billion dollars is
actual Iy depl oyed.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
we need to start now, obviously, because this
infrastructure i s necessary.

SENATOR BORRELLO Wy are we not
suspendi ng these clean truck standards ri ght
now? Forget about California and everybody
el se. New York needs to suspend this right
now, because we are having a negative inpact
ri ght now on busi nesses.

And | realize this is -- you're
foll owing orders, so to speak, but it is
DEC s purview certainly to | would think
advi se the Governor and everyone el se that
thinks this is a good idea, as to why we're
not doing this right now.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
| think again, when you across the --
especially our Comunity Air Mnitoring
programthat we did, when you | ook at the
i mpact on communities of transportation

em ssions, we know these are a | eadi ng source
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of climate em ssions, but also sonme of the
| eadi ng health inpacts for |ocal communities
t hat --

(I naudi bl e overtal k.)

SENATCR BORRELLO:  So em ssions that
are in Pennsylvania, 10 mles down the road
frommy district, are sonmehow different than
em ssions is New York State? Because that's
where they're going to be comng from
They're going to nove their operations to
Pennsylvania. | can throw a stone and hit
Pennsyl vania fromny district.

|"mjust trying to understand the
practical application of all this right now.

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |
wi |l say Pennsylvania is a Section 177 state
of the Clean Air Act as well, so they are in
this programwith us, and that's why we're
continuing to work together with all the
Section 177 states on this, because we know
we need to --

(I naudi bl e overtal k.)

SENATOR BORRELLO  How many states are

inthat, if you don't m nd ne asking.
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DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR
VWhat's that?

SENATOR BORRELLO  How many states are

in this congl onerate?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: I n
t he Section 1777

SENATOR BORRELLO  Yes.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
believe it's 12, but |I'Il get back to you on
t hat specific nunber.

SENATOR BORRELLO  Well, | would
strongly encourage -- also, really quickly,
wetl and regul ations, it's creating a | ot of
chaos. |It's already inpacting real estate.

How do we consi der a navi gabl e
wat erway | i ke Chautauqua Lake or Lake Ceorge
a swanp, slog or bog? Wiich is really what
wet | and regul ati ons are supposed to be for.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
again, that's based on bi ol ogi cal conditions
and factors in the ground and the way t hat
wet | ands were defined in the |egislation.

The general permts that we're advancing wl|

hel p address Chautauqua Lake, and |I'Il| pivot
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back and circle up with you on that and wal k
you through it.

SENATOR BORRELLO  Thank you.
appreci ate that.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Yes, we've been
j oi ned by Assenbl ynenber Tony Sinone and
Assenbl ynmenber Tonmy John Schi avoni .

Dr. Anna Kell es?

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: And |'m sorry, |
did not introduce Senator Ranps, who cane in
earlier as well. Thank you.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Thank you so
much. A ton of questions -- we won't get
through all of them but we'll give it a try.

The 1 billion -- so that's a one-tine.
My concern, |'mjust |ooking at SUNY al one,
40 percent of all of our state buildings --
we woul d probably need about $10 billion just
to decarboni ze those buildings. At the rate
that you put in 50 mllion for capital in the
DEC, that would take 200 years to

decar boni ze. We have the 1 billion.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

118

So, one, what is the long-term plan of
continued funding without the cap-and-invest?
And the second piece of that is, of this
1 billion, is it going to things |ike
decar boni zi ng t hose buil di ngs? Because | am
concerned about only the 50 million that was
put in for capital.

But is the 1 billion going into the
climate fund? 1Is it going to guarantee to
have 30 percent of it going to di sadvant aged
communities? Do we have any transparency?
Do we have any details? | nean, basically
this is asking for a blank check, so I'mjust
trying to get sonme details.

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |
appreci ate that question. And obviously, you
know, there are sone specificities in the
Article VI1, and we | ook forward to working
with you on that to make sure that the sane
priorities that are enbodied in different
fundi ng prograns are enbodi ed in what the
Governor's proposing here as well.

So the conmitnent to disadvant aged

communities is still there across the board,
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and we're always maki ng sure that we are
living up to the goals.

| would say, on SUNY and CUNY, the
Bond Act does have resources. W've got
50 mllion that we're going to put on the
street to CUNY, and 100 mllion going out to
SUNY as well fromthe Bond Act.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Right,

100 mllion if we need like 10 billion is
really -- different scales.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
again, we need -- we need to make progress.
And every investnment is nmaking that progress.
And when you | everage this billion -- and,
you know, your notion that --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Right. If you
didit at that rate, it would be 200 years.
So just giving a sense of how nmuch noney we
need, which is why I'mshifting gears for a
second, that cap-and-invest is so inportant.

Because we do need ongoi ng fundi ng,
and I'mvery concerned that we know that it
will reduce costs to taxpayers because of the

direct rebates. W know that we will have --
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if we don't do it now, then we are going to
continue to see massive anounts of billions
of dollars that taxpayers are spendi ng out
because of the cost of climate change. The
cost of inplenmenting it will be even worse,
and harder and higher, if we don't do it now.

So when is the expectation that we'll
have those regul ati ons?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
it's -- sorry, it's a --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Because by | aw,
it should be out.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
any notion that NYCl is not happening is just
not accurate. | think what the Governor has
said is recogni zing that we continue to nove
forward with the cap-and-invest program and
we need to --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Do we have a
timeline of when those regul ati ons m ght cone
out ?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
first, she's directed us to produce the

reporting rule requirenments first, and those
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will be comng out in the com ng nonths as we
continue the robust stakehol der engagenent
that we've had over the past few nonths, to
really nmake sure New Yorkers are aware of the
cap-and-invest program howit's going to
wor k, and the inportance of it.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: But by statute
it's supposed to be out next year.

So -- and one other question, just
about the EPF. There were a lot of cuts that
| m concerned about. Wre there reasons that
we cut these?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: W
can talk offline on that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Geat, thank
you so rmruch.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

And we have new Senator Bynoe, it's
her first budget hearing. Wl cone.

SENATOR BYNCE: Good norning. Hi,
Comm ssi oner, how are you?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Doi ng

wel | .
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SENATOR BYNCE: Great. Today |I'd like
to discuss the water infrastructure
i nvestment plan. And so that act provides
opportunity for investnments in our |ocal
comunities especially when it comes to PFAS
and 1,4 dioxane, as | understand it. And the
fund is currently $500 mllion. Wuld you be
able to tell me if that programis
over subscri bed?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  There
is a high demand for water funding in the
state that we've seen with the $6 billion
comm tment and the ampunt of projects that we
have financed, but al so those requests that
are coming in. There is a big need for this
f undi ng.

And that's why we're excited that the
Governor is continuing to commt that
$50 mllion investment again this year to
make sure that progress continues. W're
| everagi ng that with the Environnmental Bond
Act resources as well, so we're really nmaking
great progress happen. And that's where we

really need to see the federal funds continue
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to flowinto New York as well. Because the
Clean Water State Revolving Fund is an
essential |everaging piece to that as well.

SENATOR BYNCE: Thank you. Because
we're finding that villages that | represent,
like the Village of Henpstead, and M neol a,
continue to be plagued with 1, 4-di oxane and
not having sufficient funding to address
t hose i ssues. And noreover, Nassau County
has really been plagued with sinkhol es
t hroughout the county. And that's also with
t he underinvestnment in its infrastructure.
And we'd like to see that fund grow so that
we can take care of sonme of those issues that
we're currently faced with.

Addi tionally, the CPF funding, you
know, we are realizing they didn't -- at
St ony Brook, which does the work for Nassau
and Suffolk County as it relates to renoving
harnful bl oons and -- al gae bloons, it's not
been funded at all in this budget. Can you
tell me why that hasn't been funded?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wy

what hasn't been funded? | m ssed the | ast
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part of your question.

SENATCR BYNCE: The Environment al
Protection Fund, the CPF. And specifically
" mtal ki ng about the Stony Brook initiative.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Oh,
the Center for C ean Water Technol ogy?

SENATOR BYNCE: That's right.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  They
have a | ot of funding that hasn't been spent
yet. And we've been working on some ot her
creative partnerships with other institutions
to continue to advance that clean water work.

Then we can get you a full accounting
of that program and why the changes were
proposed in the Environnental Protection Fund
this year. Happy to chat with you offline on
t hat .

SENATCR BYNCE: But noreover, there's
addi tional funding that's needed for the
South Shore Estuary. It's only $2 mllion.
It's very underfunded in terns of the needs
of that area to be able to renediate
pollution. Can you talk about that funding a

bit for nme, please?
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DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
we work with the Departnment of State on the
Sout h Shore Estuary Reserve. DOS | eads that
effort, and DEC is a partner in that process
overall. | think you ve seen just
a continued conmtnment to the inportance of
that program And we | ook forward to working
wi th you on any changes we need to nake in
appropri ations.

SENATCR BYNCE: Look forward to
wor king with you. Thank you.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Thank

you.
CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
Assenbl y.
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.
W' ve been joi ned by Assenbl ywonan
Shr est ha.

Next is Khal eel Anderson,
Assenbl ynmenber Anderson, three m nutes
ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON:  Thank you very
much, Chair.
And I nterim Commi ssioner, thank you so

much for being here.
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| have four questions; hopefully | can
get themin. So I'll ask them and then
hopefully you'll respond thereafter.

So the first question deals with a
guestion related to food. So | know that the
Local Energency Food Relief and Equi pnent
Grant program was sonet hing that was
announced again for the last fiscal year.

Just wondering about the success of that
program and wondering if there's any request
for additional resources fromthe Legislature
to keep that program going.

My next question is about food
insecurity and food recovery. M coll eague
spoke about the food scraps program and |'m
just wondering again if there's any needed --
nore resources needed to ensure that that
programruns efficiently and successfully.

O course there's a gap between what is
recovered and what is out there, and |I'mjust
wondering if there's anything el se needed to
expand and grow t hat program

My third question is dealing with

illegal truck parking and enforcenent. W
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know that -- the regulations that are on the
books as it relates to illegal truck parking
and trucks that park overnight. This is a
bi g point of contention, as | represent the
cargo areas of JFK Airport. Love to invite
you out to the district to learn nore.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  1'd
| ove to.

ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON: | ' m j ust
wonderi ng, you know, how that's being
enforced and what nechani snrs does DEC have to
ensure that fol ks are follow ng those
stat utes.

And ny | ast question is about managed
retreat. | know that nanaged retreat is
generally sonething that's in the HCR canp,
but | did see the $1 billion related to the
Sust ai nabl e Futures programand |' mjust

wondering how that interacts w th managed

retreat, particularly the 250 mllion
announced | ast year. |'mjust wondering how
t hat --

(Overtal k.)

DEC | NTERI M COWM SSI ONER MAHAR: Al
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right, I'll go rapid fire in reverse order.

So managed retreat, the Bond Act is
really helping with our clinate adaptation
and resilience efforts overall. W've got a
bl ue buffers programthat we're working with
HCR on. W're really going to stand up an
amazing programthat is really going to help
reduce risk to New York honeowners and nove
t hem out of harm s way.

So we can set up sone follow up
conversations with you on that.

Wth regard to illegal truck parking
and enforcenent, our Environnental
Conservation police officers are on the front
lines doing air quality details on both
em ssions com ng out of trucks but can
coordinate with any | ocal police departnent
on enforcenent of illegally parked trucks and
air quality issues fromidling | aw i ssues
that pertain to that.

ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON: It feels like
JFK is forgotten about, but we can tal k about
that offline.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yeabh,
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exactly. I1'd like to get out there and bring
sone ECOs with ne to see firsthand what's
goi ng on, and we can tal k about what security
| evel details or enforcenent details we would
want to provide.

Food security, insecurity
infrastructure, the Governor's proposing
grants on obviously on the HFC side to help
with the transition to natural refrigerants,
which will help with the refrigeration
capacity that's needed in our food banks.

And t he Food Scraps Donation Recycling
Act is working. | want to work with you on
figuring out where we go in the future
because right nowit's ranping up in all the
right ways, and we're excited about the
progress that we're naking.

ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON:  Thank you so
much, Commi ssioner. Appreciate it.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Ckay. The next
Senator is Senator WAl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Because of their
gl obal warm ng potential, you' re banning a

bunch of gases, is that right?
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DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR
Excuse ne, what?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Refrigerants, you're
banni ng a bunch of refrigerants?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yes,
HFC is a climate super-pollutant, so it's
nore potent than, you know, carbon dioxide,
so we're trying to phase out those nost
pol l uti ng gases from our supply chai ns.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does that include
things li ke R 410A and R 327

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yes,
in certain foaminsul ations and HFCs, if they
have HFCs in them or SS6, they would
conpletely conply with this regul ation.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So this is for ny
col | eagues. Those are the exact same gases
that are in an air-source heat punp, aren't
t hey?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR
Air-source heat punps have a variety of
gases. It depends on the specific heat punp
you' re speaki ng about .

| would Iike to get you our experts on
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to wal k through what heat punps and how t hey
woul d have to conply with these new
regul ati ons.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The broader question
is rhetorical: How do we expect people to
heat and cool their honmes if we're banning
t he gases and the technology that we're
mandating as we electrify the State of
New Yor k?

"1l ask the next question,
regi stration of ATVs. There's 125,000 of
themregistered in the State of
New York today. Sone estinmate that two tines
as many are unregistered. WIIl we finally
regi ster UTVs and ATVs in the State of
New York as a revenue in this budget?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
|'"d have to work with ny col | eagues i n ot her
departments who receive that notor vehicle
registration to nake sure that there is
conpliance and that we're receiving those
revenues.

That's always a priority. W want to

make sure people are conplying with the | aws




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

132

and registration requirenents there and that
we're realizing those revenues com ng in.

SENATCOR WALCZYK:  Yeah, so the issue,
Comm ssioner, is the weight limt. Are you
willing to increase the weight limt for ATVs
and UTVs so that we can finally get those
registered in the State of New York?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR:  We're
al ways open to conversations on that. And
again, 1'd like to bring in nmy coll eagues
fromthe Ofice of Parks, Recreation and
Hi storic Preservation, and others, into that
conversation

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

On wetl ands, you nmentioned earlier in
your coments a | ot of advanced notice of the
proposal, you tal ked about a conment period
being 1 ong. Those things are appreci at ed.
Qobvi ously we want to hear back fromthe
public. 1've heard back fromthe public.
represent a nunber of |akes. You also
nmenti oned that the general permt is
devel opi ng now. Hopefully you'll hear back

fromthe public and don't have to devel op a
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general permt that doesn't have their input.
Because the people on Black Lake don't want
to apply for a permt to build a deck. And

t he peopl e on Oneida Lake don't want to apply
for a permt through the Departnment of

Envi ronnental Conservation to put shrubs in

t heir backyard. And the people of
Butterfield Lake don't want to apply to cut
down a dead tree that's a danger to their
hone.

So hear the public comrent fromne on
behal f of nmy constituents: WII| you renove
t he 100-foot buffer zone that you' ve included
in those regs right now so that |akes can be
| akes and wetl ands can be wetl| ands?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
our focus is to make sure wetlands are
treated as wetlands and that the appropriate
protections are put in place, while
recogni zing that certain ones, |ike a | ake
I i ke Chaut auqua Lake, which is a shall ow,
weedy | ake, provides that flexibility for
homeowners to continue to put in docks and do

the work that they have to do.
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And we'l|l have additional general
permts out, and our doors are open for those
conversations. So we've had robust
engagenment with | ake-w de | andowners, and
we're going to continue that across the --

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you, Sean.
You can continue with the Senator afterwards.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: W | |
do.

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Steve Otis, three mnutes.

ASSEMBLYMAN OT1 S:  Thank you.

Commi ssioner, first 1'd like to thank
you and your team at DEC for the trenmendous
help in the Village of Mamaroneck in terns of
dealing with very conpl ex fl oodi ng issues.
And your whol e team has been so great in
working with the local officials and trying
to probl em solve very conplicated matters.
|"d spend nore tine on that, but | have
l[imted time. But thank you, thank you
t hank you. You personally have done a great

job --
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DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Thank
you, Assenbl ynenber.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI'S:  -- and we
appreci ate that.

| have three quick questions.

On the federal C ean Water State
Revol vi ng Fund program do we know whet her
that funding is included in the recently
announced federal pause of federal funding?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
our evaluation is very nuch continuing on
that right now, Assenblynmenber, so we'll get
back to you on what prograns that applies to
and what inpact that's going to have on the
state. So --

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIS: | woul d say, and
this is really for the federal governnent,

t hat program was started under the Reagan
adm nistration. It has been a very
successful national programfor which

New York has done well, and we hope that that
funding continues to flow

For the $1 billion over five years, is

the plan to do 200 mllion a year or may
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there be nore flexibility dependi ng upon as
projects cone forward? O has it not yet
been deci ded?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
think that's still in devel opnment. Because
once the Legislature and the Governor agree
on the budget, then we can get to work on
i npl enentation. | think, again, we're going
to | ook at existing funding prograns that we
have, where we need to stand up new prograns.
But our goal is going to nove this nobney as
qui ckly, effectively and efficiently as we
can. Because as | think you' re hearing from
your col |l eagues, we need to be noving on this
transition right now, and that's why the
Governor is standing up this funding.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIl S: That's great.

| will say, as an aside, since you
nmenti oned that, sone of the water noney that
doesn't flow is sonetinmes because the grantee
is not ready to receive the noney. Sonetines
they get the award and -- so just being
famliar with the program and EFC, sone of

that is really programreadi ness at the |ocal
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level, not with the state.

Last topic, which is fire. And been
through a lot, and just curious in terns of
DEC s plans for anticipating the fire threats
goi ng forward and expandi ng our capabilities
as these things occur.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
our Forest Rangers are wildland firefighters
for the state, and they do a trenendous job
year in and year out responding to wildfires.
| think what you saw with the Jenni ngs Creek
fire in the Catskill area this year was
really heroic work that protected any hones
and infrastructure from being i npacted by
that wildfire, and it was a real testanent to
the work that they do across the state.

We're always evaluating fire risk
The statew de burn ban is an inportant tool,
and 1'Il get back in touch with you,

Assenbl ynenber, on all the other ways we're
addressing wildfire risk in the state.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTl S:  Thank you, Sean.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Chris Ryan.
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SENATCOR CHRI S RYAN: CGood afternoon.
How are you? Thank you

| want to just kind of go back to the
topic of staffing a bit. | know we touched
onit alittle bit. Cbviously DEC
conservation officers, we struggle a little
bit with retention and recruitnment. Do you
beli eve we have -- you're adequately staffed?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
| believe that the Governor's investnent of
58 staff is a recognition that DEC conti nues
to need new resources to inplenent the new
| aws that are being passed and the prograns
that are being stood up.

So we're al ways eval uating our
staffing needs and levels with the Executive
to make sure we're putting the people in the
pl aces to guide the inplenentation of all the
progranms that we do across the state. So the
3,000 people plus, or 3300 people, are doing
amazi ng work, and |I'm proud each and every
day of the hard work they're doing to deliver
for New Yorkers.

So as far as -- but specific to
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conservation officers, right, | think we
have -- we're close to 300 -- or how many
across the state?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: W\
have 291 Environnental Conservation Oficers.

SENATCR CHRI S RYAN. M nus what we
just lost. But we put on 26, but that class
was down from 45, right? So we're going to
try to do 50. So if we were to put on an
addi tional 58, do you believe that that would
satisfy?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that's sonmething that we're eval uating across
the board with the 58 positions we have where
we need to nake sure we have staffing
resources put in place to guide the prograns
and address attrition |osses that we're
seei ng t hroughout the agency.

| spoke in ny testinony to the over
400 new staff that we've brought on to the
agency in the |ast year alone. For the |ast
two years prior we had about 350 each of
t hose years. So about a third of our agency

has overturned in the last three years. And
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that is on the recruitnment and retention
side. We're always | ooking at all our
pat hways to make sure we're bringing in
tal ent.

On the ECOs in particular, excited to
graduate that newest class. W're already
begi nni ng pl anning for the next training
acadeny in the very near future. W're
| ooki ng at next year, or 2026, as being
anot her training acadeny year, and we'l|l
eval uate with the Executive and you what
addi ti onal positions we need.

SENATOR CHRI' S RYAN. So the 283,
right, is that about where you think we need
to be? O how many nore do you think we need
to be adequate?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that's what we're always evaluating with
i npl enentation of the new |laws that cone in:
Are there nore staff that we need on
i npl enentation, or nore ECOs that we need in
the field to be able to address those new
| aws and regul ations that are comng into

effect? And that eval uati on continues each
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year.

And | think on the recruitnent side we
are | ooking at how we nmake t hese positions
nore marketable to really recruit that next
generation of Environnental Conservation
O ficer or Forest Ranger. These jobs are
some of the nobst rewardi ng and hardest in the
state. And we want to nmake sure, from our
qualifications to our incentives, to
everything, we're creating those pathways to
bring in ECGCs.

So | believe the force is healthy
right now, and we're continuing to eval uate
what they need in the future.

SENATOR CHRI S RYAN. Thank you.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Jessi ca Gonzal ez- Roj as.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GONZALEZ- ROJAS:  Thank
you, Chair.

Thank you, Comm ssioner, for being
here.

As you wel |l know, devastating
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hurri canes and storns have been nore frequent
and nore destructive, particularly for
vul nerabl e communities that live in and
around the flood zones. | represent several
communities in Western Queens that have been
hit hard by Hurricane Ida and ot her storns
that have followed. Many famlies forced out
of their hones into hotels because of the
severe damage.

| searched both the Governor's budget
bill and our own assessnents of those bills;
the word "flood" cane up once. So | want to
hear what are the status and budgetary needs
of DEC s flood risk managenent progranms, what
are the future needs to shore up our flood
mtigation infrastructure to protect our
comunities, given the onslaught of
devast ati ng weat her inpacts in our
conmuni ti es.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So |

think with your word search you should refine

to include the words "resilience, dans,
"coastal infrastructure," and other words,

because that's where you're seeing some nore
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of those investnents play out.

So reducing flood risks is a top
priority of the Governor. The Bond Act has
many resources that are dedicated to boosting
climate resilience and hel ping to reduce
flood risk. Qur wetland regulations are
protecting those critical resources that help
protect communities fromfl oodi ng thensel ves.
So that's why the wetlands regul ations are so
i mportant.

And when you | ook across the board not
only at the Environnental Protection Fund but
the Cean Water Infrastructure funding as
wel |, these are sone of the resources that
we're tapping into to provide that |evel of
protection.

Dam safety is a big priority of DEC,
and we're continuing investnents in the flood
control infrastructure that we have
responsibility for, especially in the
Sout hern Tier, |everagi ng Bond Act
appropriations and other state investnments to
make sure that that infrastructure is

provi ding the protection neasures that it
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needs to to conmunities.

On the federal level, we continue to
coordinate with the Arnmy Corps of Engineers
on many of the larger flood control and
coastal restoration projects fromthe
Fire Island to Montauk Point project that's
underway on Long Island, to the South Shore
of Staten Island project, to the harbor and
tributary study that's underway as well. You
know, we're evaluating with the Corps all the
projects that we have to do to increase
community resilience and protect against
fl oods, and really learn the | essons that
we' ve seen in the recent floods to make sure
that we're engaging with communities where we
have to. And we've done a robust engagenent
in Steuben County, in particular, that was
really inpacted with floods, on making sure
that the energency repairs that they do are
actually helping alleviate future problens
and not just creating problenms --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GONZALEZ- RQJAS: More
specifically, can you speak to the area in

and around LaCuardia Airport?
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DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR
LaGuardia Airport?

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GONZALEZ- ROJAS:  Yes.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: ' | |
have to get back to you, with our regiona
staff, and 1'd like to set up a neeting with
you just on that specific area and how we're
| ooking at flood risk and, right, addressing
it.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GONZALEZ- ROJAS: G eat.
Thank you very much

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:  Thank
you, Chair. Thank you to the panelists for
bei ng here today.

| represent the sout hwest section of
Nassau County, where |local control is
particularly inportant. The change in the
standard for overriding local rule or |ocal
law in a siting devel opnent project was
changed by the RAPID Act. It used to be that
we woul d | ook to the needs of the consuners

to deci de whether or not | ocal | aw woul d be
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overruled. And the RAPID Act says that if it
i s unreasonably burdensone in view of the
CLCPA targets and the environnental benefits,
that |ocal |aw can be overrul ed.

So ny question is whether it's a
matter of statute or practicality, do you
expect that ORES will consult with DEC in
determ ni ng whether | ocal |laws are
unr easonabl y burdensone, in light of the
CLCPA, in determ ning whether or not the
| ocal | aw woul d be overrul ed?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
t here's robust engagenent that our agency has
with ORES as part of their process, and we're
al ways making sure that siting is really
prioritized. And we're properly siting our
energy infrastructure in ways that have
m ni mal environnmental inpacts but maxi nal
benefits for the clean energy that is going
to be produced.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So ny
next question would follow up on that, is
that do you see opportunities where DEC woul d

work with ORES in considering overruling
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| ocal law to nmake sure that the community
supports the alternatives that are put in?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |
woul d definitely encourage you to speak to
DPS this afternoon, as part of their
relationship with ORES overall.

You know, on our engagenent we j ust
focus on the environnmental and permitting
factors that DEC intersects with ORES to nake
sure that our experts are providing their
expertise as part of that process.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:  Ckay,
t hank you.

Shifting gears to the HFC regul ati ons,
| notice that, you know, the budget does
include a grant for small nom and- pop
grocery stores and conveni ence stores that
are in underserved areas. But how are we
going to nove this forward for the
nom and- pop grocery stores that are not in
under served areas?

And this grant might be just for this
year. What do we do in the future to get

t hese stores in conpliance?
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DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
| think it's a recognition that in order to
ensure conpliance we need to be providing
that funding, and this initial grant round
will be, you know, our first on the street,
and we' Il continue to grow that program over
time to nake sure we're helping with that
transition to our natural refrigerants that
we need to see.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:  Ckay.
Thank you very much

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW W' ve been joi ned
by Assenbl ynmenber Angel o Sant abar bar a.

And next on ny list is Assenbl ynenber
Grace Lee.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN LEE: Thank you, Chair

And good norni ng, Comm ssi oner.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Good
to see you.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN LEE: | passed a bil
wi th Senator Brian Kavanagh | ast session that

woul d expand the technical assistance grant
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programrequiring participants in the
Brownfield Cl eanup Programto provide

t echni cal assistance grants to communities
when a brownfield cleanup site is | ocated on
and/ or adjacent to a school or daycare
center. The bill passed unani nously through
bot h houses but then was vetoed by the
Governor in Decenber. Do you know why the
Governor vetoed the bill?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  1'd
have to | ook back at her veto nessage. |
don't have that in front of me right now to
under st and her concerns.

But obviously we're always open to
provi di ng techni cal assistance and engagi ng
communities. So that is a priority of our
progranms, and | want to work with you nore on
t hat .

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN LEE: Great. Thank you.

How nuch do you spend giving grants to
property owners for cleanup projects in the
aggregate and per project?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,

for the brownfield progranf
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEE:  Yes.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: W\
don't provide grants. W provide tax
credits.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEE: Right, tax
credits, sorry.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  The
Department of Tax and Finance can get back to
you with the specifics on that.

Qur focus with this programis
overseeing the effective cleanups and nake
sure that those goals are nmet and the sites
are cleaned up appropriately.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEE: And how often do
you provide funding to communities inpacted
by brownfield cleanup prograns?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: W th
the Departnent of State, with the Brownfield
Qpportunity Area program there is incentive
funding for communities and nunicipalities
to --

ASSEMBLYWOMAN LEE: How often do you
provi de those grants?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
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woul d have to encourage you to talk to the
Department of State about the inplenentation
of that program

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEE: Cot it.

As | understand, this is a
mul ti-billion-dollar programfor devel opers,
and these funding grants are not that
frequent. Do you think comrunities should
have the right to objective infornmation about
how ri sks are bei ng nmanaged during cl eanup
proj ects?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
t he way our cleanup projects are advanced,
both in the Brownfields Program and the State
Superfund Program is really based in
community engagenent. And we want to nake
sure that we're hearing fromcomunities --

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN LEE: But do you think
comuni ties should have the objective
i nformati on about how ri sks are bei ng nanaged
on their site?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: O
course. And that's what we provide through

our prograns. W always nake sure that we
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are transparently putting out how our
cl eanups are being --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEE: Excellent. Well,
| look forward to working with you nore on
this bill as we pass it through the Assenbly
and Senate this session.

| have a question about congestion
pricing -- or inpacts of congestion pricing.
There are serious concerns fromny community
that congestion pricing is going to
negatively inpact air quality for residents
along the FDR Drive, as the traffic is being
pushed to the edges of Manhattan outsi de of
the Central Business District.

|s there anything currently that DEC
is doing to manage air quality or nonitor air
gquality along the FDR Drive?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So we
have a statewide air quality nonitoring
network across the state, including a nunber
of -- or a suite of air quality nonitors in
the New York City area that we're going to
eval uate over tine as we consistently do.

But we'll see the inpact congestion pricing
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is having and evaluate that with you all,
transparently, as we get data com ng in.

What we expect to see is obviously
i nprovenents in air quality overall from any
changes to transportation.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEE: Great. And if
there are inpacts, negative inpacts, along
the FDR Drive where many of ny constituents
live, can we |l ook to do sonme nmitigation in
order to inprove the air quality?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  As |
say, we're coordinating with DEP in the city
on that too, so we'll keep you posted and
have neetings with DEP with you

ASSEMBLYWOMAN LEE: G eat, thank you.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Conzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,

Chair Krueger.

And good norni ng, Comm ssioner. This
guestion is for you.

As | think you know, | represent
Newt own Creek, which is one of the nost

polluted waterways in the entire country.
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And in addition to the 17 mllion gallons of
i ndustrial waste at the Superfund site, today
around 1.2 billion gallons of conbined sewage
overflows flow into Newtown Creek every year
In 2024, as you al so know, DEC and DEP
proposed a wel cone nodification to the
original long-termcontrol plan that would
elimnate the proposal to displace CSGCs in
t he East River and instead increase CSO
capture by increasing the capacity of the
proposed Newt own Creek CSO storage tunnel
This change will reduce CSO vol une by

67 percent annually, an increase from

62 percent. However, the tunnel will not be
conplete until 2040, and it will still |eave
350 million gallons of raw sewage entering

Newt own Cr eek.

Does DEC plan to strengthen the
Newt own Creek | ong-termcontrol plan and
other simlar plans for waters throughout the
city to elimnate nore CSO overfl ows?

DEC | NTERI M COMM SSI ONER MAHAR
Appreciate that, Senator. And | think what

woul d be best is for us to set up a neeting
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with you and our experts who are working on
Newt own Creek, to go into all facets of the
program both on the renedi ation side but

al so on the water side, fromour, you know,
hol ding the city accountabl e for inplenenting
the long-term control plans.

Qobvi ously what you're seeing with the
Bond Act, with the Cean Water Infrastructure
funding, there are a | ot of funding sources
that we're working to | everage to advance
projects |ike what you're seeing in
Newt own Creek. And it is a real conm tnent
of the departnment here to make sure that
we' re overseeing the effective cl eanup of
t hat area.

Soit's really in depth, and I don't
want to use up all your tine, and that's why
| think hearing fromthe experts and doing a
field visit --

SENATOR GONZALEZ:  Sure.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: - -
with you woul d be inportant.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Happy to follow up

offline and talk a little bit nore
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specifically about Newtown Creek. W
certainly need it.

But are we still on track to achieve a
goal of zero CSGCs by 20607

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  \What
was t he goal ?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | think the goal is
to achieve zero CSGs cityw de, so New York
Cty, by 2060.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: W\
are working directly with DEP on that
initiative and making sure that the state is
maki ng fundi ng available to help that work
advance. And |I'd have to defer you to DEP
for how they are nmaking progress on that
goal .

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yeah, |'m excited
to hear about any progress. But, you know,
2060 is quite a long tineline, and | think
water quality is a priority for ny
constituents. So I'd certainly |love to know
if there are any barriers to achieving that
goal by that deadli ne.

And then, very briefly, you know, air
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quality by the BQE in northern Brooklyn is
anot her issue in ny district. Wat resources
does DEC need to address the air quality

i ssues identified by the Community Air
Monitoring Initiative?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
that is part of what we're going to do in the
next phase of this, which is nore
comuni ty- based conversations on | ooking at
the data and figuring out what actions we
need to see.

| f there are fundi ng needs associ at ed
with those actions, we're going to look to
| everage fundi ng sources. But there mght be
ot her options that would address the air
quality inmpact. So we'll keep you post ed.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: G eat. Thank you
so nuch.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Senpol i nski .

ASSEMBLYMAN SEMPCLI NSKI:  Hel | o.

Comm ssi oner, thank you for being here.
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j ust have one question. And I'Ill illum nate
it by way of an anal ogy.

So you're sitting here today in good
faith, and you're wearing a blue suit. And
tomorrow, what if the Legislature passed a
| aw t hat says anybody that testified before
the Legislature wearing a blue suit has to
pay $75 billion? | would inmagine that you
woul dn't want ever to cone testify before us
again, and | would imagine, in the 12
remai ni ng hearings that we're going to have,
a |lot of people aren't going to want to cone
testify because they don't know what
silliness we're going to produce com ng down
t he pi peline.

In the Cinmate Change Superfund | aw,
that's exactly what we did. W had
busi nesses engaging in good faith with the
law at the time that then have been charged
$75 billion after the fact, some m ght say
ex post facto.

How is that not a blatant attack on
the rule of law in the State of New York?

And why woul d any rational person, after
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seei ng what has happened to these

conpani es -- that again did not break any
laws at the tine -- ever engage in business
with or for the State of New York?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
| think generally, you know, we operate under
a polluter-pays principle. And when we have
the state Superfund program which is our
traditi onal hazardous waste cl eanup program
you know, we | ook to see what things may have
happened in the past that are now i npacting
public health and the environnent and nake
sure we're hel ping them --

ASSEMBLYMAN SEMPCLI NSKI :  Yes, but at
the tine they didn't break any |aw.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that's not the case necessarily. They may
have been doing things potentially in
conpl i ance, but that conpliance nmay have had
ri sks and inpacts that weren't eval uated for,
and now we're finding off-site-mgration
contam nants and things that are inpacting
the environnment. That's why the

pol | ut er-pays programis --
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ASSEMBLYMAN SEMPOLI NSKI:  We're
finding -- with all respect, sir, we're
finding that after the fact.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
that's the basis of --

ASSEMBLYMAN SEMPCLI NSKI: | f you want
to change the regul ati ons goi ng forward,
that's something -- | think a conversation
that we can all have. You know, we all want
to protect the environnent.

But to | ook back over the course of
decades and say, Well, you did sonething that
we don't like, we're going to charge you a
gar gantuan sum of noney --

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
it's not that we didn't like it, it's that
we're finding real-world inpacts that need to
be accountable for and we need to clean up --

(Overtal k.)

ASSEMBLYMAN SEMPCLI NSKI:  But that's
neither here nor there. The question is you
can't have ex post facto law and live in a
society that's based on the rule of |aw

Because why don't we all | ook back at what
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sonmet hing that any of us did | ast week that
we don't |ike?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that's why we have to | ook back to make sure
that we're protecting New Yorkers. And
think that's fundanentally what we've done
with the traditional Superfund program and
that's what we're going to be doing with the

Climate Superfund Programthat we're --

(Overtal k.)
ASSEMBLYMAN SEMPCLI NSKI: | appreciate
your answer. It's blatantly unconstitutional

and an attack on the rule of law. Thank you.
CHAl RAMOMAN KRUEGER: | think | amthe
| ast Senator here to ask questions, so |I'm

going to take ny 10 m nutes. Thank you very

nmuch.

But | want to tal k about
cap-and-invest. So -- oh, | guess | just
want to conment on -- so if blue suits caused

climate crisis and the world to have a
shorter existence, do you think it mght be a
reason to criticize blue suits?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  How
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do |I | ook today, Senator?

(Laughter.)

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUECER:  You don' t
actually have to answer. You don't have to
answer .

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: I f |
found that ny blue suit was inpacting you
negatively, please hold ne accountabl e.

(Laughter.)

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  Never mind, that
was a rhetorical question on ny part.

But there was an earlier question
about battery storage causing the wildfires
in California. Do you think that's the cause
of the wildfires in California?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |
haven't seen the -- any evidence of what
started those wildfires in California.

t hi nk obviously fire risk is a priority, and
reducing fire risk is a priority in New York
State. And that's why | think, you know,
some of your coll eagues asked questions about
t hat .

We're working with our Forest Rangers,
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our division of Lands and Forests, really to
eval uate where fire risk is high in New York
and where we need to take proactive steps to
reduce that risk through prescribed burning,
active forest nanagenent, or other steps to
really nake sure we're protecting
communities. And that's our priority.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

So two reports recently canme out on
cap-and-invest that both show the vast
maj ority of New York households will break
even or even conme out ahead financially under
our program And these results actually wll
i mprove the higher-priced scenario. And
84 percent of New York State househol ds woul d
break even or cone out ahead as a result of
cap-and-i nvest.

We know that it's an assi gnment of
law. We know that utility affordability is a
critical issue for all of us. What are --
since we aren't going forward with
cap-and-invest in this budget, according to
t he Governor, what does this budget do to

i ncrease energy affordability for those
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84 percent of New Yorkers who woul d have
benefited from cap-and-invest?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
first I would just say cap-and-invest is
continuing to nove and we're continuing to
advance it and develop it.

The Governor has directed us to first
prioritize the reporting rule, which we wll
be putting out on the street in the com ng
nmont hs and engagi ng in a robust dial ogue
around that conponent of it while we continue
to build additional nonentum on the
cap-and-invest programoverall, the benefits
it will provide to New Yorkers, howit wll
work. And that's part of the robust
st akehol der engagenent that the Governor is
directing us to do, recognizing that we need
to get this right. |If we're going to have an
econony-w de programthat addresses climte
em ssions, we need to nmake sure New Yorkers
are ready for it and prepared for it. And
that's what we've been doing with the
st akehol der engagenent, and that's what we're

going to continue to do through the
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rul emaki ng process com ng up.

And the billion dollars that she's
committing in this budget this year is a
recognition that we need to keep those
i nvestments going and stand up these prograns
so that as new prograns |ike a cap-and-invest
program come online, we can take that
revenue, |everage it, inplenent it
effectively, and address affordability
concerns of New Yorkers across the state.

And that's really what you' re seeing
pl ay out here and that's why, you know, there
is a strong conmtnent to the cap-and-invest
program and we're continuing to nove forward
on it.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: So ny readi ng of

t he budget is while she's tal ked about a

billion dollars, it's actually over five
years, so it's only 200 million. AmlI
correct?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: el |,
it's a billion-dollar commtnment that will be
spread out over tinme, but we're going to nove

i nvestnments as quickly, efficiently and
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effectively as we can.

And again, |ooking at the suite of
progranms that we may use, fromtraditiona
programs to new prograns, obviously we can
nove traditional prograns nore quickly. \Wen
we stand up new prograns, that takes a little
nore tinme. So the flexibility that's built
into that appropriation just recognizes that
we're going to conmit a lot of resources that
wi |l advance in the com ng fiscal years as
the projects cone online, and the funding is
either reinbursed, if it's a reinbursenent-
based program or, you know, granted up front
for grant-based prograns.

CHAIl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  You j ust
ref erenced spendi ng quickly. Someone
informed ne that we still have unspent noney
fromthe 1996 Bond Act. |Is that true? And
can we spend that noney this year?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: W do
have -- | think we're down to just a few
uncomm tted funds fromthe '96 Bond Act. And
t hat was based on sone of the ways that Bond

Act was enacted and created with the
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Legislature at the tinme, and there were
certain spending requirenments or restrictions
on that fund.

So obviously with the new Bond Act, in
the way that you all worked with us to
create, we don't have that sane problem And
what we're doing with the eligibility
guidelines and criteria that we're creating,
we're really showi ng New Yorkers
transparently how we're buil ding the Bond Act
funding, howit's going to be spent, and how
we're maxim zing that delivery of it on the
gr ound.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  So |t hink nost
of us if not all of us weren't here in ' 96,
so if you wouldn't mnd sharing with us how
much noney is left, and what it specifically
needs to be used for, so that we can
coordinate in this year's budget to getting
t hat noney spent.

So it was reported | believe in the
press yesterday that your draft regul ations
on cap-and-invest were ready to go. Are they

ready to go, even though they are not going
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forward right now?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
as we always do with devel opment of any
regul ations that DEC i s devel opi ng, we
produce options for what -- you know, how
these regs would roll out, what the different
conmponents of themare, and eval uate that
with the Executive.

And what we did as part of that
eval uati on was obvi ously show potenti al
scenari os, and the Governor has requested
that first we nove on the reporting rule,
which is what we're going to be putting out
on the street in the comng nonths, to
continue to show that nmonmentum of and
commtment to cap-and-invest while we
continue to build the broader program and
hear from additional stakehol ders, including
menbers of the Legislature here.

| think we've had a robust
conversation today, and | see where you al
want to nmake sure that we're getting this
right. And that's part of what we're going

to do as we build out the cap-and-invest
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program novi ng forward.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: So it's tricky to
know whet her we all are going in the sane
direction, because we haven't seen the draft
regul ations. So can you share with us what
the various anticipated revenues were in your
mul ti pl e projections?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
woul d have to get back to you on any of that
specific accounting. | don't have it at ny
fingertips right now, Senator.

But part of what we will be doing as
further devel opnent of the cap-and-invest
programis putting that information out there
transparently, |ooking at different
scenari os, what the cost inplications would
be, what the revenue benefit would be, and
maki ng sure that we're engagi ng transparently
with you and all New Yorkers in this
conversation

CHAl RMOVAN KRUECGER:  So | know t hat
t he Governor and you now al so have said we
want nore tine so that we can sort of have

nore people brought in to discuss. How nany
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publ i c neetings have al ready been held on
cap-and-invest, and how many peopl e have
al ready sent coments in?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  |1'd
have to get back to you on the specifics,
because it has been robust over the |ast two
years and there have been nultipl e engagenent
opportunities. And we just want to continue
t hat and deepen that noving forward.

| think the nore transparent we can be
wi th the devel opment of these progranms, how
it's going to work, creates better prograns
overall. And that's our goal wth something
that is going to be fully econony-w de, and
it'"s going to really touch New Yorkers. W
want to nmake sure we get this right and
deliver the right programfor New Yorkers.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: And si nce nany of
us read the law that actually we should have
al ready started cap-and-invest, can you give
me an estimate about when you think we are
going to start now? Because you even inplied
it doesn't nean sonething won't happen this

year, in the comng fiscal year.
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DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
obviously that will be devel oped and we' ||
work with you directly on that as we finalize
the first draft of the reporting rule and get
that out on the street. There will be a
robust public conment process, and in part
that's been dictated by |egislation, to make
sure that we're transparently and effectively
engagi ng New Yorkers. And that will really
dictate the rest of the tinelines for the
br oader cap-and-invest program overall.

So, you know, our goal is to be very
transparent with you on that. First things
first, we need to get the reporting rule
finished and out on the street, and that w |
really dictate the next steps in the process.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUECER:  Shifting to
crypto mning, which if anyone asked while |
snuck out for a few mnutes, | apol ogi ze.

But in theory, ny understanding is
that you are supposed to conplete a Generic
Environnental |npact Statenent. That was
required by the Crypto M ning Mratorium bill
of '22. And you have not conpl eted that
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report yet.

Can you tell us what the status is and
what nore you need in order to conplete the
report and deal with policy solutions
ensuring that crypto mners don't continue to
cause problens? Because apparently the
crypto mners that already are here in
New York are using up to the equival ent
energy that 1 mllion homes use.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So we
did put the draft scope out for comrent in
April and finalized that for the
Envi ronnental |npact Statenent that we're
devel oping. W took the conments on that.
The EIS is being devel oped now, and then wl|l
be put out on the street for a 120-day
comment period, including public hearings
across the state on what we | earned.

DEC didn't have in-house expertise
with respect to sonme aspects of the crypto
m ning industry and the inplications of it,
so we had to contract this work out and
really stand up the right people and the

pl aces to nove that forward. And that's very
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much novi ng forward now.

And with regard to the requirenents of
the law, that 120-day comrent period will be
the next step in the process to really hear
from New Yorkers. But in the interim any
crypto mnes that are potentially |looking to
open in New York have to cone to DEC for
various permts that are analyzed on a
case- by-case basis, and we have oversi ght
authority over that to nake sure they're
conplying with the dimate Act and ot her
aspects of our air and water and natural
resource regul ati ons.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: | ' m out of tine,
so thank you very much

Next, Assenbly.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
M cah Lasher.

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER: Thank you, Chair.

And good to see you, Conmm ssioner.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Good
to see you.

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER:  Thanks for al

your worK.
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Just with regard to the earlier
conversation about the color of your suit and
the dimate Change Superfund, does the
Cli mat e Change Superfund Act -- does any
entity's liability have anything to do with
whet her they're headquartered in the State of
New York or enpl oy New Yorkers?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that is part of what we're going to | ook at
with the specifics --

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER: As a statutory
matter, does an entity's liability have any
pertinence to whether they are physically
| ocated in the State of New York or enpl oy
New Yor ker s?

DEC | NTERI M COMM SSI ONER MAHAR:  Not
having the statute in front of ne, or ny
general counsel next to nme, |I'd want to get
back to you on that --

(Overtal k.)

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER:  What's your best
recol | ection or rough understandi ng of the
statute?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR
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What's that?

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER: I n that regard,
what's your rough understandi ng of the
statute, whether that is a pertinent factor?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  \What
| want to focus on is really building the
program behind it with the staff that we're
going to be staffing up to nake sure that
we're delivering for what is needed for
New Yor kers and hol di ng pol |l uters account abl e
inthe right way to achieve the dinate
Super f und goal s.

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER: | would offer as
a clarification that in fact it does not
pertain to whether a conpany is headquartered
in New York or enploys New Yorkers, and that
therefore the notion that a conpany's
decision to locate in New York or |eave
New York has anything to do with their
liability on the O inmate Change Superfund Act
is a rather disengenuous suggestion.

Moving on to cap-and-invest, we have
climate em ssions reductions targets of

40 percent off 1990 | evels by 2030, is that
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correct?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER  Ckay. \What
per cent age em ssions reductions have we
achieved to date off 1990 | evel s?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: W\
produced an annual greenhouse gas em ssions
inventory report --

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER:  Roughly speaki ng,
what percentage reducti on have we achi eved
since 1990 to date?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  1'd
have to get back to you on the specifics, |
don't have themat ny fingertips.

| think we're at -- |I'Il have to get
back to you on the specifics.

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER: Okay. Roughly
speaki ng, in the absence of cap-and-invest,
when do you think we would hit the targets
t hat CLCPA established for 20307?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that's what we're actively working on with
our coll eagues at NYSERDA - -

(Overtal k.)
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ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER: Do you think it
woul d occur, roughly, in ny actuarially
projected lifetine?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  We're

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER: I n the absence of
cap-and-i nvest.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
think we are very cogni zant of the goals and
are driving forward towards them --

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER: But | nean
like --

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: - -
across the board on all the prograns --

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER: -- if | live to
80 and we don't have cap-and-invest, are we
going to hit our em ssions reduction goal s?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
we're going to build -- we're continuing to
buil d the cap-and-invest program and that's
just one of the tools that we're using to
reach our climate goals overall. And we're
wor ki ng, you know, across the board with the

billion-dollar commtnent that the Governor
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is making in this budget, and through other
investnments, to actually drive the
achi evenent of those goals.

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER: A question for
you. If we put billions of dollars to
addi tional rebates and potentially additional
investnents in renewables to front-run what
cap-and-i nvest mght provide, would that
provi de some buffering of the sticker shock
for households in the near ternf

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that's sonmething that we're going to eval uate
with you in the context of this
billion-dollar commitnment that the Governor
has proposed. OQur goal is to make sure --

ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER: But presumably if
you do nore than one billion dollars, that
woul d additionally buffer the sticker shock,
no?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
yes. And | think we're going to nmaxinze al
t he resources that we have available to
achi eve those goals and make this transition

affordable for New Yorkers. That's --
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ASSEMBLYMAN LASHER  Thank you.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: - -
t he goal of the Governor.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senator Tom O Mara, five mnutes as
t he ranker.

SENATCR O MARA: Good afternoon
Comm ssioner. Thank you for your testinony
today. It's a pleasure to have you

| just want to initially echo the
sentinents of ny coll eagues that have
expressed concerns over the Advanced C ean
Truck rule and the inposition of that, and
t he negative inpacts that's going to have on
the trucking industry in New York State, as
well as | think many hardshi ps to our
muni ci palities as well.

But to get to a topic that we haven't
addressed yet, and that would be Peanut the
Squirrel. | represent Chemung County, where
that squirrel was seized and eut hani zed.
Were do we stand in that investigation?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Thank

you, Senator. So that investigation is
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ongoing, and | can't comrent too much on the
specifics of it. It is an ongoing |aw
enforcenment activity that we're engaged in.

Cenerally what | can say is that
obviously state laws nmake it illegal to have
wildlife as pets, and that is a
responsibility that we take seriously to
enforce, both for aninmal health but public
health. And there are specific requirenents
with regard to individuals who want to be
wildlife rehabilitators in the state. There
is a process to be a licensed wildlife
rehabilitator. And obviously we take our
responsibility to oversee those prograns very
seriously.

SENATOR O MARA: Wl |, the -- you
know, it's been three nonths now, and | --
when do you expect this investigation to be
wr apped up so you can di scuss what happened?
Because it seenmed pretty heavy-handed to ny
constituents and to many across the state --
in fact, across the country and across the
gl obe, with the attention that this incident

got. Frankly, a huge enbarrassnment, to say
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the least, for New York State the way that
went down.

There are a |l ot of questions with
regards to that on how and why that was
carried out in that manner, what interactions
there were with the Longos, the squirrel
owner, before that action was taken, and al so
why was -- or why was not the officer that
was bitten vaccinated for rabies before that?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
again, | do |ook forward to providing nore
and additional information on this matter as
we can provide it. W did provide nedia
updates early on in the process. But because
it's an active investigation, we are limted
in how nuch we can disclose at the tine.

And, you know, ny goal is always to be
as transparent as we can with the initiatives
that the departnent undertakes, including all
our |aw enforcenent initiatives, and that's
sonmething that's really inportant to make
sure we're transparently inform ng the public
of what's going on. So there are sone --

SENATOR O MARA: | know you' ve nade
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some changes so far. What changes have been
made in the execution of this type of a
search warrant?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: el |,
again, it's an ongoing issue and I'll report
back to you on that.

You know, what we're always |ooking to
do is make sure that we're enforcing the | aws
appropriately and correctly. And | can say
t hat based on my understandi ng of the
situation, that played out as it nornally
does across the state when we are presented
with situations where people may be hol di ng
wildlife as pets illegally.

And we do take seriously our
responsibility to both protect animl health
and al so protect human health, as there are
many ani mal di seases such as rabies, and we
coordinate directly with the Departnent of
Health on these initiatives. Because it is a
serious matter that we need to take seriously
and --

SENATOR O MARA: This particul ar

i ncident seenms to nany to have been very
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heavy- handed -- in fact, over the top with
the way it was pursued.

But, you know, three nonths, too |ong
for this investigation. W need transparency
on these types of things, and the quicker the
better for the public.

Just to use ny last mnute up here,

t he G eeni dge Power Pl ant al ong Seneca Lake,
that's in litigation as well. And | think
they were in court |ast week, | believe.
Again, we're waiting for a decision there.
O has there been a decision since the
hearing | ast week that | haven't seen?

But how are we going to nake up the
| ost power fromthat plant that's going into
the grid? And also howis that community,
particularly Yates County and the school
districts there, going to make up for the
| oss of tax revenues should that plant
ultimately be shut down, and the | oss of jobs
in that community?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
again, | think as you recogni ze there is

l[itigation involved in this, so | can't
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comment too nuch further. Gobviously we're
following the courts.

Wth regard to our permtting
oversight of that facility, that facility
does have to conply with any current air
permts while this court matter proceeds.
And we have oversight over that facility
nmovi ng forward.

Wth regard to energy production and
i mpacts there, 1'd encourage you to talk to
DPS and ot hers on how t hey eval uate a pl ant
like this in the context of our energy
demands in the state, and how t hat
capacity --

SENATOR O MARA: |s there any dollars
avai l abl e for these cormmunities for a plant
like this to be shut down?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
again, our goal is to see where the courts go
and we' Il take our steps fromthere, working
with the community

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

CHAl RWOMAN KRUEGER: So the Senate is

now conpl ete except for one three-m nutes for




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

185

our chair, nmeaning now we will just into a
group of Assenbl ynmenbers in a row

CHAI RVAN PRETLOWN We will start with
Assenbl ymenber Chris Burdick.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Thank you,

Chair.

And t hank you for your good work,
Comm ssioner. | have a couple of questions
now, and I'll also submt some in witing.

Regardi ng the pilot program for
private well owners, as |I'msure you know,
there are nany honeowners' associ ations that
operate public water systenms sourced by wells
and are subject to DOH water quality
regul ations. The EFC has advi sed us that
they lack the statutory authority to consider
associations for WIA grants. And given that
t he EFC and DEC col | aborate regardi ng water
gual ity standards and projects, | thought 1'd
ask whether the pilot programw |l be open to
such associ ations. And nore generally, would
EFC statutory authority be expanded to
provi de for the pilot programand generally

to open up EFC grants and | oans to
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homeowners' associ ati ons?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |
want to get back to you with EFC and al so DOH
on that, as we develop and build the program
to see how honmeowners' associ ati ons woul d be
factored into the programthat we're standing
up.

So | think we're still developing it.
Qur goal is obviously to nake sure that clean
water is provided to New Yorkers on private
well's. How honeowners' associations fit into
that mx, as in do they have a private well
that services multiple honmes, do they have --
you know, what type of level of jurisdiction
do they have, is it all private wells on
private homes? And those types of
conversations we're just going to have to
play out with you, and | |ook forward to
getting the experts together with you on
t hat .

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Ckay. In a
different area, the |l and acquisition
program-- and | saw your mention of it in

your testinony.
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Can you advi se whet her comrunity
support for a | and acquisition proposal is
considered in the scoring for |and
acqui sition proposals, and to what extent?
And could you al so advi se how that m ght be
conveyed to the DEC?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
with regard to |ike inplenentation of the
Bond Act, we put out eligibility guidelines
and criteria which will transparently show
how we' re going to achieve the goals of the
progranms that we're standing up and how t hat
funding's going to be inplenented.

| think our Iand acquisition pipeline
and programis very robust and transparent in
our approach to conserve land in the state.
Happy to get a neeting with you and our
experts, you know, to wal k you through nore
of that in specificity and detail so you can
see exactly how, you know, we're eval uating
the acquisitions, how they're prioritized,
and how we're delivering this programon the
gr ound.

And again, the proposals in the
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Governor's budget are going to streanline it.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  One | ast
guestion, if | can.

The Open Space Conservation Pl an goes
back al nost 10 years, | believe. It -- has
it been or will it be updated?

DEC | NTERI M COMM SSI ONER MAHAR:  It's
in the process of being updated now. W' ve
had st akehol der engagenent sessions around
the state. W have regional committees that
have been stood up. And we're working on
finalizing that.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK: All right.

Thank you so much

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Thank
you, Ssir.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Next we'll go to
Assenbl ywoman Lunsf ord.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LUNSFORD:  Thank you,
Comm ssioner. |'mover here, yes.

Foll owi ng the EPA's inventory of the
| ead pi pe inventory, many of ny adorable
| ocal historic villages with hundred-year-old

wat er infrastructure have di scovered that
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t hey have a significant anmount of |ead pipes

they need to renediate. |Is there any express

funding earmarked for | ead pipe repl acenent
or mtigation in this budget?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
t he DOH oversees the | ead service line
program for the state.

In the Clean Water Infrastructure
funding and al so the Bond Act funding, there
is funding available for |ead service |ines
and a continued conmtnment fromthe state to
addressing that. But |'d have to encourage
you to talk to DCH

ASSEMBLYWOMAN LUNSFORD: W th regard
to the Sustainable Futures program can you
el aborate a little further on what sorts of
projects would be eligible for that funding?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So,
yeah, what we're going to do is | ook across
the board at all the various, you know,
decar boni zati on work on buil di ngs, our
greenhouse gas em ssions and pol |l ution
reductions, you know, bringing on thernal

energy networks, bringing on nore renewabl e




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

190

ener gy, advancing clean transportation, using
green infrastructure for our climte
resilience, and really | ooking at the
Climate Act Scoping Plan and figuring out the
projects in there that need to be financed,
and |l everaging this funding to nake and
del i ver those prograns on the ground.
ASSEMBLYWOVAN LUNSFORD:  And who woul d
be eligible for that funding? Wuld it only
be governnent entites? Wuld there be CBGs?
DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |t
depends on the type of funding programthat
we're going to utilize, and eligibility wll
be sonething that we transparently
comuni cate to all New Yorkers, and
especially you in the context of these
negoti ati ons.
ASSEMBLYWOVAN LUNSFORD:  CGoi ng back to
| ead pipes, |'ve had sonme concern from ny
| ocal rmunicipalities because obviously if
you're a honeowner, the service line from
your street to your honme is your
responsibility. They're |ooking for

opportunities to help alleviate that expense
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for honmeowners. |'mwondering if there's any
new funding or availability to help
homeowners of fshore that expense.

But al so there's concerns about
constitutional limtations with gifting
public funds. |If we could get clarification
on what nunicipalities can and cannot do to
hel p honeowners with that expense, that would
be very hel pful.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Are
you talking |l ead service lines in particular?

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LUNSFORD:  Yes.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
agai n, you know, the Departnent of Health can
wal k you through the inplenentation of that
program and how t hey eval uate certain
characteristics |like that and how this
program you know, really nmakes sure we're
delivering that replacenent of |ead pipes and
|l ead infrastructure in a way that doesn't run
afoul of the |aws.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LUNSFORD: So there's
not hi ng specifically in the Bond Act or the

CWA that's earmarked for this sort of
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assi stance?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR
That's where DOH can wal k you through their
program and the criteria and the guidelines
that they use and follow, consistent with the
federal guidelines as well. | just don't
want to speak too rmuch on behalf of their
program

ASSEMBLYWOMAN LUNSFORD:  Very qui ckly
on cap-and-invest. | know the Governor has
expressed that there is additional research
that needs to be done with regards to
pol lution. Who's doing that research, and
what's the tineline for its delivery?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that's very nuch underway between DEC and
NYSERDA and our partners throughout state
government who are working collectively on
this. So ongoi ng.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ymenber Keith Brown.

ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROAN:  Thank you,
Chai r.

Thank you, Comm ssioner. On behalf of
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all the residents, | appreciate your work and
the great work that your staff does,
especially down in Region 1

|"mgoing to go really quick because |
have limted time. But thank you for al
your help with Northport Harbor as well as
t he Ashar oken Seawal | .

And | just nost recently spoke about
the deer-culling problemthat we're having in
the Huntington area, and to see if we can get
your support to kind of get that off the
ground. | know you're doing the three-year
pilot program we're two years into it. W
really need to advance that, hopefully, one
nore year. So |'ve spoken to your staff
about that.

Any chance we can get a -- the
position filled as the director and get fully
staffed? And are you fully staffed in
Regi on 17

Most recently it came to nmy attention
about saltwater intrusion around Jarai ca Bay.
That's a real concern, as is -- the

Suffol k County Water Authority cane to nme the
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ot her day and asked for an increase for the
wat er infrastructure amount -- Cl ean Water

I nfrastructure, fromb500 to 600. So that was
in the budget |ast year. Just want to see if
we can restore that to its full anount.

And then the southern pine beetle out
on -- in the Pine Barrens. There's -- if you
drive on Sunrise H ghway, it's readily
apparent, the nmass destruction. Wth the
wildfires that are happening, it's a real
concern. The firefighters that will be
fighting that will be undoubtedly from al
over the island if not, you know, all around
the country. So that's a concern

And then finally, | speak for nmany of
nmy coll eagues in elected office about a
regi onal garbage plant needed for
Long | sl and.

Thank you.

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR
That's a lot to unpack in a mnute and
11 seconds.

ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROAN:  So we coul d

al so -- whatever we don't get to, if we could
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follow up with nyself --

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yes,
let's sinply follow up.

|'d say saltwater intrusion, obviously
we have a conprehensive Long Island
groundwat er study that's going on that's
really | ooking at the -- how we're nanagi ng
our groundwater resources, the threat of
saltwater intrusion into drinking water wells
and how that interplay plays between all the
different water withdrawers. Qur teamis
real ly doing an amazing job, really
pi oneering sonme science on that with the U S.
Ceol ogical Survey as well. And we can give
you a full briefing on that and how we're
eval uati ng both Phase 1 and noving into
Phase 2 of that overall.

Sout hern pine beetle, as we've tal ked
about reducing fire risk, obviously the
Pine Barrens is a fire-prone ecosystem and
one that we need to evaluate in the context
of the threat of invasive species that are
i npacting our tree stock there and

potentially creating wildfire risks. So
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that's sonmething we're working on with our
Rangers and our Lands and Forests staff to
really | ook at how we continue the nanagenent
efforts in that area, both to suppress the
sout hern pine beetle but also address fire
managenment needs within the Pine Barrens as
wel | .

Deer culling overall, sonething we can
keep the conversation going on and using al
the tools that we can to reduce the deer risk
and overabundance in certain areas and the
i npact that's having on forest health.

ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROWN:  Thanks. So
if I could follow up with Senator Mattera and
nmysel f and you about the garbage plant.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yup.

ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROAN:  Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW (M c off.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN McMAHON:  Thank you.

|"d like to just revisit the
refrigerant issue, the Rule 494 and the
effective date of January 9th. You've
i ndi cated that you want to provide assi stance

and flexibility to busi nesses who are trying
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to get in conpliance with that. [|s that
January 9th date, is that a deadline? |Is
that an effective date? |Is that a rea
effective date?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that is provisions to start certain aspects
of the enforcenent of the regul ation.

But again, what we're doing is we hear
from st akehol ders with concerns on that,
| ooking at the flexibilities through
enf orcenent discretion we can provide, and
we're actively working on that right nowto
make sure that we're helping the industry
conply in response to the concerns that
t hey' re rai sing.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN McMAHON:  Ckay. MW
under standi ng was that |ast year there was a
denonstration project at an ALDI super narket
in Buffalo using CO2, which is an alternative
refrigerant. |s there any data, any
conclusions fromthat particular project at
this point?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,

| nmean, definitely it's showi ng that natura
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refrigerants work, work effectively, and can
be readily used and incorporated into the
type of refrigeration equipnment that we rely
on every day.

And what the Governor is doing with
the grant programthat we're standing up to
continue that transition focused on food
banks and grocery stores, really creating
that opportunity for themto get that
infrastructure that they need as their
current infrastructure ages out.

So we're excited about this. And, you
know, thanks to ALDI and Wal green's and even
ORDA for pioneering sonme of these nore
natural refrigerants, which are taking these
climate super-pollutants out of our processes
and waste streanms and out of the atnosphere.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN McMAHON:  |I'mglad to
hear your excitenent and your commtnent to
that grant program because | think it's
going to be really inportant in hel ping
busi nesses, particularly small businesses,
come into conpliance. So thank you for your

commtment to continuing that and expandi ng
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that particul ar program

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR
Al ways.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN McMAHON:  One of the
ot her areas of | guess flexibility would be
to provide -- or to allow businesses to
obtain the reclainmed refrigerants. But |
guess there's sone debate as to whet her
t here's enough of a supply of reclained
refrigerant to go around. Could you speak to
t hat ?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that's sonmething that we'll evaluate as the
i mpl enentation of this rolls out, and to see
if there are any other adjustnents we need to
nmake in order to achieve that conpliance.

At ny fingertips right now, | don't
have any netrics to share with you
specifically about that. But our doors are
al ways open for conversations with the
i ndustry or stakehol ders who nay have t hat
i nformation.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN McMAHON:  Great .

And then in my renaining 25 seconds,
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if I could just switch gears. |It's been
suggested that |ocal DAs have difficulty
prosecuting environnmental crines. Are you
aware of that? And would you support
establishing a specialized unit in the AG s
office to prosecute environnental crinmes?

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR:  We're
open to any and all conversations with regard
to how we work with the court system on our
enforcenment work. W do coordinate with the
district attorneys in the state on
enforcenment matters and crimnal matters as
well, but we're open to any further
conversations you'd like to have on that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN McMAHON:  Thank you.

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Next,
Assenbl ynmenber Jo Anne Si non

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.

So DEC does what ?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yes.
W subscri be.

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.

| wanted to ask you sone questions
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about the soil vapor intrusion studies as
wel | as the brownfields program which as you
know there are a lot of sites in ny district.

One of the concerns | have is the
fundi ng necessary to do the work that you're
doing, which | understand is a fairly large
portion of the state budget. Could you
el aborate on that a bit for nme?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Sur e.
And really appreciate our partnership,
Assenbl ynmenber. Qoviously always | ove to
spend tinme down in your district in the
Gowanus area and talk to you about these
issues. And I'mglad we were able to do a
Superfund tour recently for you and ot her
menbers to really see firsthand what's goi ng
on in this cormmunity and how the brownfield
program and Superfund program are being
| everaged to protect that comunity.

So we do have an areaw de soil vapor
intrusion investigation that's ongoi ng now.
We' re wor ki ng building by building and
homeowner by homeowner to, you know, obtain

the access we need to do that testing. W're
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utilizing Superfund dollars in order to nake
that happen. And that's really why the
Superfund reauthorization is so critical in
this year's budget, to nake sure that we
continue to have the authorities that we have
and the resources we need to deliver prograns
like this on the ground in Brooklyn and
beyond.

So there's a | ot of work underway, and
that work is very nmuch continuing with the
current appropriations we have. And we're,
you know, taking i mrediate action steps in
coordi nation with DOH anywhere we need to in
response to the data that we're finding.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Great. Does the
budget provide you with enough of this noney?
Qobviously we're going to reauthorize the
Super f und.

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yes,
| think the Governor's conmmitnment to
reaut hori zing the Superfund and putting the
1.25 billion over 10 years into that fund
definitely hel ps us continue that progress,

and we' Il continue to eval uate year after
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year if any additional changes are necessary
to make sure we have the resources to
continue to respond in the environnent.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Ckay, great.

And then the other thing is, you know,
you just wapped up this environnmental air
quality nonitoring program And of course
Br ookl yn was one of the conmunities that was
studi ed because of -- along the BQE

Are you working with State DOT and
City DOT with regard to what's going on in
t hat corridor?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  And
al so the New York City Departnent of
Envi ronnental Protection as well.

So we are coordinating with al
entities. Qur statewide air nonitoring
network and then the nonitors that we have in
the city are going to generate a | ot of data
that we'll evaluate with DEP and others to
make sure we're evaluating the inplenentation
of these progranms and | ooking at where air
gqual ity needs to be addressed and what are

the solutions to address that. And that's
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t he community-by-conmunity work that we're
doi ng next.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SI MON:  So do you have
any sol utions?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
| nmean, in particular there | have to | ook at
all the different factors that we eval uated
and really work with the conmunity to figure
out what solutions they want to see as well.

So we' |l have sone nore conversations
on that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SIMON:  All right.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Kassay.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: Hi, good
afternoon. Thank you.

So I"'mgrateful to nmy coll eague who
spoke about flooding and, com ng from Suffolk
County, been working on that issue a |ot.
It's becoming nore frequent, nore severe, as
we know. And |like nmany, we were devast ated
by the August storm including Stony Brook

Uni versity, which had two dormtories
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af f ect ed.

So I"'mlooking to see if there's
conversations or funding in this budget to
nore holistically acconplish the
decar boni zati on of our canpuses, which | do
fully support, but w thout exacerbating the
fl oodi ng i ssues by clearing the woodl and t hat
surrounds our current canpus footprint,
because the clearing of woodland will further
increase flooding. But that's right now the
nost cost-effective way for our SUNYs to
bui | d decarboni zed buil dings that go to neet
t hat standard.

So is there funding to offset that so
that we're not creating another problem by
sol vi ng one?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  No,
that's a good point, and al ways we have to be
bal anci ng those inpacts, right, the need to
facilitate renewabl e energy devel opnent and
bui | di ng decar boni zati on with environnent al
protection and the features that protect our
communities |like wetlands and forests.

So | think generally the Bond Act is
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where we're seeing nost of the investnents
comi ng for the SUNY network right now, with
100 mllion being dedicated --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: | | ook forward
to discussing that nore specifically with
you. | appreciate that being on the radar,

t hough. Thank you.

Sticking with Stony Brook, it's one of
our flagship SUNYs, an increasingly grow ng
research institution. And so while it's
attracting top-notch researchers, seven of
whi ch have conme on in Year 3 of five of the
wat er programthere, the clean water program
to be sure that one of our SUNYs, which is
one of the beating hearts of New York State
here, is the center of advanci ng what we can
be doing with clean water.

| saw that one of ny coll eagues
nmenti oned that the funding was cut out. The
programis in Year 3 of five. O course
there's going to be unspent noney for this
program | woul d be disappointed in the
systemif it was not. But, you know, they

have built the tracks, the train is on the
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tracks, and the nmonmentunis just getting
going. So to pull funding at this point
woul d be really stopping something that's
building in a really effective way.

So I"'mhoping to know if there's --
t he deci sionnmakers will be willing to
reconsi der staying partnered with our own
SUNY i nstead of seeking other partners for
this effort.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yeabh,
| think we're always open to those
partnership opportunities.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN KASSAY:  Thank you.

DEC | NTERI M COMM SSI ONER MAHAR
Again, with the specifics of this --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: Sorry. | | ook
forward to discussing that.

One nore Long Island issue with
drinking water. W have a unique
relationship with it. There's alimted
guantity with our aquifer. And so we're
seei ng increasing instances of saltwater
intrusion as we nove forward. During the

droughts especially, there's a need to be
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rechargi ng the aquifer as well as. And so
currently the local effluent from sewage
treatment plants is discharged into the
Long I sl and Sound or other bays and
wat er ways.

And so with the big focus on water
quality, which is excellent, we also want to
see that we're making sure we have water. So
| ooki ng at recharging the aquifer through
wat er effluent reuse program and
i nfrastructure noney for that.

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR:  Long
| sl and groundwat er study underway, so we'll
brief you on it.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN KASSAY:  Thank you.
You'll be seeing ne.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Mat t hew Sl at er .

ASSSEMBLYMAN SLATER: Thank you very
much, Comm ssioner. Good norning -- or
really good afternoon now. Thank you for
bei ng so generous with your tine.

Forgive me if this was al ready asked,

but I wanted to just hone in on harnful algal
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bl oons because it is really just being
devastating to nmy district, specifically our
| ake conmunities.

And | want to see where in the budget
that's been proposed by the Executive. |Is
t here noney allocated specifically to conbat
harnful al gal bl oons in suburban and rura
conmuni ti es?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Sur e.
Well, we've got a lot of investnents that
we' re nmaki ng across the board in our harnfu
al gal bl oomwork, both on the research side
and i npl ementation of our HAB action pl ans
that we have around the state and goi ng | ake
by | ake, community by comunity, to address
the issues that we're seeing.

So with the Environmental Bond Act,
the Cean Water Infrastructure funding, the
Envi ronnental Protection Fund, those are al
sources that we pull fromto support on the
ground actions. And that's really what
you' re seei ng.

And you're al so seeing that renewed

commtment fromthe Governor to targeting the
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Eastern Finger Lakes region, which is being
really hit by HABs right now. And we stood
up a $42 mllion programto really advance on
the ground actions for addressing the root
cause of HABs.

You know, both working farm and owner
by farm and owner for best nanagenent
practices and nutrient reduction neasures
that we know will work. W' ve also put in
pl ace gui dance val ues on the regul atory side
to make sure that dischargers are reducing
phosphorus, which is a | eading driver of HABs
in the environment as well.

So across the board you're seeing a
true commtnment to addressing HABs and doi ng
it follow ng the science and really driving
t hat science on --

ASSSEMBLYMAN SLATER: | appreciate
that. And | only have a little tine, but I
wanted to al so just touch specifically on the
Septi c Repl acenent Program and see what are
the qualifications specifically for the
Septi c Repl acenent Program for | ake

comunities. Because again, in ny district,
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all of nmy |ake communities are on septic, and
so they are looking for relief on those
septic replacenent prograns which are really
|l eading into a | ot of the issues of HABs
around their waste.

| s there anything specific that you
can provide on that?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
we want to continue, obviously, that program
because it is so beneficial --

ASSSEMBLYMAN SLATER: |Is there enough
funding in that progranf

DEC | NTERI M COMM SSI ONER MAHAR
Wthin the Cean Water Infrastructure
funding, that's where we tap for sonme of the
septic replacenent work that we do. | |ook
forward to --

ASSSEMBLYMAN SLATER: But there's
not hi ng specific for septic replacenent in
the Cean Water fund, correct? You just draw
down fromthat progranf

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
we have separate categories that fund it, and

septic replacenent is one of those categories
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that's a priority for the departnent and that
we use that funding to advance.

ASSSEMBLYMAN SLATER: Do the | akes
have to provide public access in order to
qualify for the Septic Replacenent Progranf

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  1'd
have to get back to you on that |evel of
specificity with our experts. W can set up
a separate nmeeting with the septic
repl acenent team on that.

ASSSEMBLYMAN SLATER:  Perfect.

And in ny remaining tinme, what about
alun? Two of ny communities utilize alumin
| akes that were ravaged by harnful al gal
bl oons. DEC has not provided standards. W
col | eague Assenbl ynenber Levenberg has a bill
on this that we supported in the past.

s New York State, is your agency
going to provide standards for the use of
al un®?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
that's something we're continuing to
eval uate, |ooking at sone of these pilot

prograns to make sure that we understand the
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i mpacts to the ecology and the water
envi ronment fromthe use of conpounds |ike
al um

So that's sonmething that's being
eval uated, and we'll adapt the regul ations
accordingly.

ASSSEMBLYMAN SLATER:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber Jodi
Gglio.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN @ GLI G Thank you,
Chai r man.

So ny question is | have a concern
about garbage renoval fromLong Island. And
with the landfills closing, especially the
Brookhaven Landfill in 2026, we don't have
any plans in place for transfer stations that
are actually permtted and ready to go. And
with the recent dunping that took place of
hundreds of tons of construction and
denolition debris at the Poospatuck, you
know, it's -- what is the state doing to
remove all that C&D debris that was dunped at
t he Poospat uck Reservation?

And where are we with the extensi on of
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t he Brookhaven Landfill and the hei ght of the
ash of the garbage that has been incinerated
bei ng approved fromthe DEC?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So
with regard to the Nation, we continue to
work directly with themon that, as part of
an investigation that's underway for the
illegal dunping activities that occurred.
They are being very open and comruni cative
and receptive to, you know, our approach on
this, working directly with them and
consulting with themon it.

You know, it's not sonething that they
wanted to see happen or that they thought was
happeni ng. They thought they were doing the
right thing to protect their conmmunity and
their hones. And unfortunately apparently
got taken advant age of.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN G GLI G Yeah, it is
next to a very large body of water, so the
runoff is going right into --

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |
went down there firsthand to see it and net

with the chief of the Nation as well to nake
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sure that he knew that we were going to
coll aborate with themon this, once we heard
fromthe locals on it.

So that's very much ongoing. W'l
keep you posted on that.

Wth regard to the Brookhaven
Landfill, right now we don't have any active
applications before us for any further
expansion of that landfill in the future, but
that's something we'll continue to
communicate with you if any applications cone
in to extend the operations, turn it into an
ash fill, or anything else that they may
propose for that.

Waste by rail is sonething that we're
| ooki ng and working on as well to address
sonme of the solid waste issues that are
facing Long Island. W' re seeing nore
facilities come in for permts and that are
under review by the departnment, and that |
think will help address sone of the illegal
dunpi ng activities.

But our ECOs are really continuing on

the frontlines of making sure that we are
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i nvestigating and responding to ill egal
dunpi ng throughout the state. That is a top
priority of our agency, and we have
enforcenent actions and activities that
are --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN G GLIG  Have any -- |'m
sorry, I'mlimted on tine.

Have any permts been issued for
garbage transfer stations on Long I|sland?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: ' | |
have to get back to you on the specific ones.
There are a nunber in process, | believe, and
"1l have to see where we are and give you a
full accounti ng.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN G GLI O Yeah, | believe
there's only one, but it's a snaller parcel.

And |'m concerned with the dunping.
" mconcerned, with the landfills closing,
t hat people are just going to dunp their
garbage on the side of the road or go to
preserves or open spaces or along riversides
and dunp their garbage if there's no
mechanismto get it off the island or if it

beconmes too costly.
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Wi ch is why the extension for the
Br ookhaven Landfill should really occur. [|I'm
told that request is in.

And then also for the height on the
ash.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Look
forward to working with you on that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN @ GLI G Thank you,
Conmmi ssi oner .

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Assenbl ynmenber Tonmy John Schi avoni .

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI :  Thank you,

Chai r.

And good afternoon. Thank you for
bei ng here, and thank you for your work. |'m
from Eastern Long Island, and | know t he DEC
is very active out there. Thank you in
particular for your work on the
Napeague Stretch as well as the Riverside
sewage treatnent facility that the Town of
Sout hanpton is putting in.

My question is today about drinking
water. As you know, Long Island has no

viable alternative for clean drinking water
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ot her than the unconfined aquifer that's
underneath us. Currently we are filtering
our drinking water with granularly activated
carbon filters, and Suffol k County Water

Aut hority relies on that, as do sone of the
| ocal water districts -- Hanpton Bays,

Ri verside and the like.

Are there any -- is your departnment
researching alternatives to granularly
activated carbon filter filtration for the
renmedi ati on of PFOS and PFOA?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: W
are actively working with the DOH on
evaluating all treatnment options to address
perfl uorinated conmpounds and cone into
conpliance with our MCLs for those conpounds
in drinking water. Wrking with many
research institutions to | ook at what the
different treatnment technol ogies are.
Granul ar activated carbon is the nost
effective one that's out there now that's
readi |y avail abl e and easily inpl enentabl e by
wat er suppliers. And that's sonething where

we' re always continuing to put the focus on.
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But recogni zing that the science
continues to energe on emnergi ng contam nants,
we continue to drive that science. And we're
al so continuing to push for a federal
solution to the preval ence of these conpounds
in the environnent and how we responsibly
address them

So that is very nuch underway. And,
you know, New York is really at the forefront
of driving that science.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI:  The filters
t hensel ves currently run about a mllion and
a half dollars and up, depending on the size.
To replace the carbon is nearly a half a
mllion dollars. So the price is quite
onerous. And | was wondering how it was
goi ng as far as devel opi ng ot her technol ogi es
that woul d be nore cost-effective and, you
know, and readily usable on Long Island --
and other parts of the state.

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |
woul d say it's ongoing. W're always | ooking
at how we can nmake it nore affordable for

wat er suppliers to conme into conpliance with
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the MCLs and the regul ations that are out
there and what the, you know, new treatnent
t echnol ogi es are or how we address the cost
concerns.

| think supply and demand is in effect
here, and demand is obviously increasing, and
so is supply. And hopefully that will drive
down the costs as well.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI :  Ckay, thank
you. And just one last thing in 30 seconds.

Shoreline resiliency. How does this
budget address shoreline resiliency?

DEC | NTERI M COMM SSI ONER MAHAR
Again, multiple ways. | think |ooking at the
use of the Bond Act. There are also other
appropriations in the budget that support
coastal resilience work and al so provide the
cost-share for the Arny Corps projects that
we have underway on portions of Fire Island
to Montauk Point, in that project.

And that's a conversation that's
actively ongoi ng now and sonet hing that we'l]l
have to collectively budget for in the future

and find those appropriations.
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ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI :  Good. W | ook
forward to working with you on that issue and
ot hers. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Chri s
Tague.

ASSEMBLYMAN TAGUE: Thank you,
Chai r man.

Comm ssi oner, thank you to you and
your staff for being here today and
testifying before us.

Nunber one, a big problemin rural
upstate New York is our schools are very,
very concerned about conplying with this
el ectric bus mandate. Wat are the penalties
for our school districts if they do not
conply with the electric bus nmandate?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: | ' | |
have to get back to you on any specific
penal ty provisions.

And you shoul d ask Doreen Harris, on
the next panel, with regard to electric --
school bus electrification and that process
as wel | .

ASSEMBLYMAN TAGUE: Gover nor Hochul
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has been quoted as saying we need a pause on
cap- and-i nvest and ot her CLCPA mandat es.

After five years of exam nation, why can't we
tell New Yorkers on the out-of-pocket costs
for the inplenentation? Especially after the
CAC said that the plan will pay for itself.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
| don't think that the Governor has said that
there's a pause on cap-and-invest. | think
what you're seeing is the Governor is making
sure that we are noving forward with the
cap-and-invest programin continuing
conversations wth stakehol ders.

So the first part of that process is
maki ng sure that we're advancing the
reporting rule requirenents that will be out
on the street in the com ng nonths, as we
continue to build the broader cap-and-invest
programoverall. So that work is continuing,
and our goal here is to work directly with
New Yorkers to help them understand the
construct of the program and the benefits
that it is going to provide overall.

ASSEMBLYMAN TAGUE: Ckay. And then
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| astly, despite the state efforts to
elimnate natural gas, seven large industrial
users have been given access to huge vol unes
of natural gas.

So, sir, who will make that decision?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
that woul d be sonmething that's done between
Enpire State Devel opnent and the Depart nent
of Public Service and other energy entities
that | ook at, you know, the types of energy
needs for our new energing industries that
are comng into the state.

And then we woul d eval uate the
proposals in the context of our permtting
authorities over air, water and everything
else. So we would evaluate that to make sure
they' re neeting and achieving the goal s of
the dimate Act and our rigorous |aws and
regulations in the state.

ASSEMBLYMAN TAGUE: And lastly -- and
|"ve asked this question before; |'ve never
gotten an answer. But since the 1970s to
present, both federal and state governnent

have spent trillions, definitely billions of
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dol lars on environnental initiatives and
added nore regul ations to our businesses,
especially here in New York State.

Can you tell us what acconplishnents,
after this large investnent over all these
years, and all these regul ations, what
acconpl i shnents we've actually nmade that you
can attest to?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
can't effectively do that in nine seconds
because it's so vast and it's so -- just |ook
outside, | ook at the water you drink, |ook at
the air you breathe. And because of these
regul ati ons and our approach, we have a
cl eaner environnment today and we're going to
continue to nake that happen.

ASSEMBLYMAN TAGUE: That's debat abl e.
That' s debat abl e.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Sarah d ark.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK: Hello. Thank
you, Comm ssi oner.

| am you know, in Rochester, not
conpletely affected by the harnful al ga

bl oons. But because Rochester is in the
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greater Finger Lakes region, it is of top
concern to many in our area.

| want to follow up on sonme of ny
col | eagues' questions, but | think that the
first question is given what DEC has done to
gat her data over the |last few years, do you
see the sort of prevention of it as the
better alternative to then dealing with the
effects of it as it is out in the |ake? |
mean, is it the goal to end the source of it,
not figuring out ways and chem cals to just
di ssipate it?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Yeabh,
that's why we've put the prioritization on
nutrient reduction in addressing those sort
of causes and inproving water quality
overal | .

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK:  And | think for
us, you know, what we've seen is it -- you
know, it's obviously like a huge hit to
tourismand the ability to use, swm be in
wat er, but now we're actually seeing it
filter into water systens, including in the

city -- drinking water systens, including in
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the city of Auburn. Wich seens to put this
huge thing, this huge priority on it to nake
this something we're not just continuing to
| ook at data but really putting in and
getting ready to tackle the next steps.

Is there sort of a timeline of when
DEC will be looking to rel ease, you know,
sort of the plan?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
with regard to the drinking water aspects, we
coordinate directly with the Departnent of
Health on that. That's why we have that team
approach in New York State, to make sure that
we're using all the resources and brai npower
t hat we have to address these issues. And we
know di fferent treatnent technol ogi es and
options that exist for deeper water intakes
or things that we evaluate with
muni ci palities.

The broader HAB action pl anni ng
process that we've conducted has really
hel ped show and really take how we can take
what we've done in certain |akes and apply

that to other | akes that may be inpacted by
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HABs in a case-by-case really engagenent to
make sure that as a water body is inpacted by
HABs, we're taking steps and actions to
reduce that risk

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK: Has there been
any coordination with Ag & Markets to | ook at
sources, including what is used on various
farm ands and whatever? And what has that
| ooked Iike?

DEC | NTERI M COMM SSI ONER MAHAR
Always. That's a -- they're part of the team
process that we have on this. They are
wor ki ng to inplement best nanagenent
practices as they're identified. W're
wor ki ng to communi cate directly with them
And Conmi ssioner Ball spoke very highly of it
yesterday and really the coll aborative
approach that we've built is hel pful and
wor ki ng.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN CLARK: |s there a way
to rel ease what you' ve gathered so far so
that ot her experts and industry fol ks can
really take a look at it as well to start --

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
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sure. It's all on our website right now.

Qur HAB action plans are all up there for
public conment -- or public review. And

we' re always putting new and energi ng data on
harnful al gal bl oons on our website and
sharing those resources.

So if something's not there that you
have questions on, let us know and we'll make
sure you're hearing directly from our experts
on it.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK: Ckay, thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber John
McDonal d, who just arrived and gets a
guesti on.

ASSEMBLYMAN McDONALD:  Good nor ni ng,
Sean.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Good
to see you.

ASSEMBLYMAN McDONALD: Hopefully I'm
your |last one for the day. So thank you for
your --

DEC | NTERI M COMWM SSI ONER MAHAR: |
hope not. This is fun.

(Laughter.)
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ASSEMBLYMAN McDONALD:  This is fun?
(Laughter.)

CHAIl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Maybe for you.
ASSEMBLYMAN McDONALD:  Maybe for you

No, it will be -- it is fun. It's
al ways good to talk to you. 1'mgoing to
talk to you about Dunn Landfill in

Renssel aer, as you woul d probably suspect.

You know, first of all, throughout the
| ast three or four years we' ve been working
on this, both the prior comm ssioner and
yoursel f, and, you know, although sonme of the
public nmay disagree with ne, | think there's
been al ways an open-n nded conrmuni cati on and
| have al ways appreciated the departnment's
responses. My not have always |iked the
answers we've gotten, but we've at |east
appreci ated the responses.

And still, as you know, the decision
was nade Decenber 23rd to extend the permts
for the operator at Dunn Landfill. |
recogni ze that there are restrictions on
there that would not normally be given, and

this is credit to the departnent, you know,
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putting three years' restriction on the
m ning and al so construction denolition.

| think one of the concerns nyself,
that | have, both Senator Ashby and | had
witten a letter in the fall of |ast year
asking for nore nonitoring to go on around
the site because there's a concern about
particulate matter. And, you know, with the
extension of the permt, the community is
upset. | share their concern. By the sane
token, | think there still are concerns about
air quality.

So | think we're looking -- as nuch as
| think many are | ooking for a reversal,
think that's going to be a chall enge.
think we're | ooking for additional
commtrments. And what el se can we expect to
have tighter and stricter nonitoring when it
comes to air quality in and around the
Dunn Landfill in Renssel aer?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: |
t hi nk across the board, across the state,
we' re obviously always committed to making

sure that we're effectively overseeing al
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facilities, landfills included, to make sure
they' re not having adverse inpact on
conmuni ties and the environnent.

And that is playing out with the Dunn
Landfill, day in and day out, with the
nmonitoring that our staff is conducting and
what we hear fromthe conmunity we integrate
into our oversight approach for that facility
as wel | .

And what you saw with the permt
aut hori zation was, first of all, the
housekeeping to get both their mning permt
and solid waste permt on the sane tineline
so that we can have a nore robust and
transparent dialogue with the conmunity. So
that's why it's a three-year termat present,
and that will allow us to get those |ined up
and continue to have conversations with the
comunity.

When you | ook at what we put in that
permt, that was in direct response to what
we heard from constituents and your comrunity
menbers as well. And so we've reduced truck

traffic, we've reduced operating hours, it's
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driving down enissions, it's reducing
particulate matter. But nobst of the air
quality nonitoring that we' ve done has been
based on the nearby school, which is not
shown to have any inpacts associated with the
landfill. And now we're open to
conversations with the conmunity if we need
to adjust and adapt that nonitoring in sone
way.

ASSEMBLYMAN McDONALD:  Thank you,
Sean.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Ed Ra, ranker on Ways and Means.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you.

And | want to thank you and your team
for your time |ast week. W really got
in-depth, a little bit nore so than we can
during these hearings.

Just a few issues, starting with a
somewhat | ocal one to us down on Long Isl and.
| know that the department has maybe recently
changed, you know, your approach with regard
to the Bethpage Community Park and the

situation going on with the Town of Oyster
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Bay and Grunman regardi ng perhaps pushing for
a full cleanup, which the town has been
pushi ng for.

Can you el aborate on what the
departnment's stance is and whet her you are,
you know, commtted to trying to push for
that full cleanup of the park?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
definitely I think the Bet hpage work overal
j ust speaks to, again, the inportance of the
St at e Superfund Program and meki ng sure DEC
has the authority and ability to actually
have conversations like this with communities
across the state, and especially in Nassau,
where you have historical contam nation that
has inpacted it.

We directly work with the town and
conti nue those conversations on advancemnent
of the cleanup of the park, and our goal is
to get it cleaned up and put back into the
hands of the town for productive use as
qui ckly as possi bl e.

And that cleanup is going to be

achi eved in accordance with all the | aws,
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rul es and regulations to protect public

heal th and nake sure that that cleanup is
conplete, and that's an ongoi ng conversation
that we're having with the town to make sure
t hat advances.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Well, thank you. |
know t hat, you know, contam nation just in
general from G unmman has been a priority of
Supervi sor Sal adi no dating back to when he
was in the Assenbly with us

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Oh,
yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Anot her issue, nore
so on the budget side, but this is also
somewhat Long | sl and-based. 1In the past
t here has been funding for the Stony Brook
Uni versity Center for Cl ean Water Technol ogy,
a mllion dollars. | know they've been
engaged in a nmultiyear study with regard to
phosphorus pollution. And am| correct that
that funding is not in the Executive
pr oposal ?

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So

SUNY Stony Brook has a | ot of unspent
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appropriation authority, and that they're
still drawing from | think our experts were
| ooking at working with potentially other
uni versities out there to achieve some of the
ot her specific research targets that we had.
That's not a slight at SUNY Stony Brook. And
that's a conversation that we want to
continue to have as we evaluate the
appropriations in this year's budget in the
EPF.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Ckay. So do you feel
t hen they have enough funding right now to be
able to continue and conplete this study and,
you know, keep those that are doing this
wor k, you know, enployed and worki ng?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  That
is our understanding, but I'mstil
eval uating that specific change and we'll get
back to you as that eval uation conti nues.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Ckay. Thank you.

And with regard to an issue that cane
up earlier -- and I know we di scussed this
| ast week, the Clean Water Infrastructure

funding. GObviously we're very happy that,
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you know, we have the $500 m|lion proposal
this year. Last year obviously there was
a -- the initial proposal cut that in half.

But as ny col | eague nentioned
earlier -- and we tal ked about this |ast
week, and | know this part of it is within
DOH s purview. But | think we'd all like to
see sone investnment in that |ead service |line
portion of that. You know, constituents are
now | earni ng that they have | ead service
lines. Many are concerned, would like to
replace them but they're learning that it
comes at great cost. So | know we've put a
very mniscul e amount of this noney -- and,
nmean, the funding has been great continually
at helping the local water districts deal
with renediation and all of that. But we've
put a very little anmount towards service
lines.

So, you know, | appreciate the support
of not just the departnment but nmy col |l eagues
to hopefully maybe go up to 600 million or
something in this budget with regard to

Cl ean Water Infrastructure so that we can
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support the service line aspect of it as
wel | .

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR
Definitely. It is a commtnment of this
adm ni stration to address | ead service |lines
overall. | nean, | have to defer to DOH just
because that's their authority.

But this is a priority, especially
| ooki ng at di sadvantaged communities and
others. W want to provide that assistance
because it is vital to public health
protection to get these | ead service |lines
out of the ground.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  And then | only have
a few seconds, but quickly, | know the
departnment is perhaps part of this. W have
this study that was proposed a few years ago
with regard to airplane environmental
impacts. | knowit's a multi-agency effort.
| don't knowif the DECis in particular
i nvolved, but it's a big concern to many of
my constituents in Western Nassau County.

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR:  So

that is a DOH | ead study as well, so
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encourage you to talk to the Health
Conmmi ssi oner on that.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUECGER: -- if staff
thinks this is an endurance test, it has.
But we only have the second round for each of
our chairs for three mnutes, starting with
Pet e Har ckham

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Commi ssi oner, thank
you for three and a half hours of really --

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Oh,
that's it?

SENATOR HARCKHAM  -- informative
t esti nony.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM  One question
didn't get toin ny first round. Follow ng
up on the harnful algal bloons, another issue
we're grappling with is salt in our
freshwater drinking sources. A lot of it's
com ng, obviously, fromroad salt. Big
impact in nmy district, but statew de
i nplications.

For instance, all of the East of
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Hudson Watershed for New York City is in ny
district. They just released a report that
in a couple of decades, the Amawal k Reservoir
will have to be taken offline because of the
| evel of salt pollution.

Have you consi dered or discussed using
your authority under the C ean Water Act to
begin to regulate salt discharges from roads
into drinking water sources?

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR: Wl |,
t hank you for that, Senator. And, you know,
| think with the Adirondack Road Salt Task
Force that -- and the report that we recently
produced that is really evaluating, you know,
the salt and the need for public safety use
of road salt but al so balancing the need to
obvi ously protect the environnent and reduce
salt in the environnent.

And there are sonme best nanagenent
practices that we're piloting with the
Department of Transportation, really | ooking
at how we reduce road salt use. W've
started our "Don't be salty, New York"

canpai gn, which is really leaning in on the
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publ i ¢ education and how all New Yorkers can
work to reduce salt use in the environnent.
Encourage you to listen to | think it was
Epi sode 16 of the podcast as well, where we
had sonme of our water quality experts on --

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Back to the
podcast .

(Laughter.)

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR: - -
tal ki ng about salt use generally.

But, you know, again, we're always
open to eval uating what authorities we have
and can use to address the contam nants that
we're finding in the environnent. W know
t hat public education goes a | ong way both
wi th our roadway practitioners and | ocal
hi ghway departnents and with State DOT, and
we' re seeing the best managenent practices
really start playing out and achi eving
benefits.

And we really do need everyday
New Yorkers to help "don't be salty" and
reduce their salt use overall, which will go

a long way to reducing salt in the
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envi ronmnent .

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Deborah Gick for
her second round.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  Thank you very
much.

A coupl e of quick questions. W've
tal ked about the fact that there have been
downstate fewer Environnmental Conservation
Oficers. 1t's been sort of an ongoing
concern. W want youngsters to see that
there is a working path in that direction.

But also I'mwondering if they are
i nsufficient and whether that's played a role
in the dimnution of horseshoe crabs over the
| ast 15 years. That popul ati on has
dramatically dropped under the current
managenment, and I'm-- it's gone fromgood to
poor. And I'mwondering if you have too
little capacity for proper enforcenent to
ensure that we don't have over-harvesting

beyond the Iimts that are allowed or if you
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can't keep track year to year of faltering
popul ati ons.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Weél |,
we do have really robust science that we do
every year to nonitor horseshoe crab
popul ations along with all our species out
there. W coordinate with the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Conmm ssion on, you
know, harvest quotas and el enents of that.

But our enforcenent work is very nuch
underway, and our ECOs are always out on the
frontlines making sure that the seasona
cl osures that we've put in place for
hor seshoe crab harvesting are conplied wth,
t hey know where the horseshoe crab hotspots
are and where there's been issues of illegal
harvest in the past, and they tailor their
enforcenent directly around maki ng sure that
we' re catching bad actors and protecting that
popul ati on.

And we're continuing to adapt our
regulations. And | think as you'll see soon,
we'll have additional regulations out to

really codify additional closures to protect
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t he horseshoe crab popul ation and really nake
sure that we're building off of the closures
that are in place now on the |lunar cycles
that are directly hel ping the health of that
speci es overall.

And we're going to continue to have
nore conversations with you on that noving
forward

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK:  Great.
appreci ate that.

Today -- just follow ng up on sone of
t he bi osolids, today Al bany County put a
norat ori umon. Steuben County has indicated
that there has been concern about drinking
water fromfarnms in Steuben. And | guess |'m
wondering if -- whether or not you can in
fact, whether DEC can determ ne whether sone
of the befouling, if you will, of these wells
is actually fromthe result of biosolids that
have been put on farnms. O what's the
process that you're engaged in to determ ne
t hat ?

And | knowit's -- from DEC s point of

view, it's not the largest issue across -- as
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it is in sone other states. But obviously if
it's in your neighborhood, it's a problem

DEC | NTERI M COMW SSI ONER MAHAR
Definitely. And that's -- you know, as we
continue our nation-leading PFAS efforts,
this is an inportant waste streamthat we're
| ooki ng at and eval uating what its potenti al
i npacts are.

| know we're out of tinme, but
generally properly treated biosolids can be
beneficially reused, and that's why we have a
beneficial use determi nation. But, you know,
we need to nmake sure that it's not
i nadvertently introducing PFAS into the
environment. And that is a conversation
that's actively ongoing, and we | ook forward
to having nore conversations with you on
t hat .

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK:  Appreci ate your
responsi veness. Thank you. And all of the
work that all of you do.

DEC | NTERI M COW SSI ONER MAHAR:  Thank
you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
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much. Thank you all for being with us today,
and we all do appreciate the work DEC does.

And we've actually conpleted all the
guestioning. There may be | egislators who
still want to grab your attention. As you
| eave, please take it out to the hallway,
anyone who is going to go in search of these
people fromDEC. And be kind and let them
use the bathroons also --

(Laughter.)

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: -- before we
bonbard them because we never |et them get
up for three and a half hours.

Wth that, we are on to Panel No. 2,
NYSERDA. So as NYSERDA cones down, pl ease
| et DEC escape the room

(O f the record.)

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Hi. | knowit's
hard to believe, but for people who are
keepi ng track of the scorecard of how nmany
people are going to testify, we're only on
Panel B, Doreen Harris, president and CEO of
NYSERDA.

She has been with us before, so she
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knows the rules of the road. Renenber to
press your mc till the green |ight shines,
because that way we can actually hear you
And you have 10 minutes to present.

Thank you, and wel cone.

There's a sweet spot over the word
"Push." There you go.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.
Good afternoon. You have a panel of one
here, yours truly. So thankful to be here
again this year. | want to thank you, of
course, Chair Krueger, Chair Pretlow,

Chair Barrett, Chair Parker, Chair dick,
Chai r Harckham and nenbers of the committees
for the opportunity to testify again before
you as part of the joint |egislative budget
heari ng.

In addition to the summary remarks, we
have also filed full witten testinmony with
the chairs, which I'm happy to review at your
conveni ence.

So again, |"mDoreen Harris. |'m
presi dent and CEO of the New York State

Ener gy Research and Devel opnment Authority, or
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NYSERDA. | am here actually telling you we
are celebrating 50 years of service this
year. NYSERDA was constituted in 1975 in

response to the oil and energy crisis of the

"70s. And I'mcertainly here to reflect both

on the ways in which we have benefited the
state's econony by inplenmenting our m ssion
to advance cl ean energy, but also | everaging
i nnovation and investnments to i nprove health,
resiliency, prosperity, and everything el se
for New Yorkers.

So one thing that I'mparticularly
proud of this year is the ways in which we
have engaged with every Assenbly and Senate
district across the state. W established
our Regional C ean Energy Hubs in 2021. W
now have 12 functioning hubs in every
Regi onal Econom ¢ Devel oprment area of the
state. And ultinmately these hubs are
intended to provide access to services on
behal f of all New Yorkers. And | amhere to
say it's been inpactful, including
connections with nearly 8,000 New Yorkers

over this year al one.
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But in addition, I was pleased to
col | aborate with so many of you around fornal
engagenments, of course, such as today, but
al so ways in which we can both report
transparently and work collaboratively in
your districts to advance our shared m ssion.

So I'm pleased to say we have engaged
in over 100 neetings or events with nenbers
of the Legislature this year alone, certainly
fulfilling our prom se to be a trusted,
accessi ble and credi bl e resource on behal f of
al |l New Yorkers.

| think, of note, this year we did
kick off the State Energy Plan. The State
Energy Planning Board is an entity that |
chair. And | think, notably, I'd like to
t hank Assenbly Energy Chair Barrett for
joining the State Energy Planning Board, as
wel | as the representative appointed by the
Senate for that inportant work.

So certainly, as you heard from
I nt eri m Conmmi ssi oner Mahar, the Governor's
commtment to not only the advancenent toward

our climate goals, but also the realization
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of a thriving econony for all New Yorkers
remains firm And certainly we at NYSERDA
are an integral part of that effort. W use
our funding and our programs to create new
opportunities to give consuners noney -- save
consuners noney, grow businesses, and create
fam | y-sustaining jobs as well as
partnerships with nanufacturers, innovators,
and col |l eges and universities to really build
t hat cl ean energy econony fromthe ground up
at the sane tine.

And so what this neans is of course we
benefit fromthese investnents, and the jobs
that will conme fromthese investnments are
something that 1'd like to reflect on today
as wel | .

| al so want to enphasize the ways in
which we at NYSERDA are conmitted to
executing on our mssion wWith transparency
and accountability.

So each year NYSERDA fil es al nost
250 reports with governnental and oversi ght
entities and specifically with the

Legislature. W potential publish over
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150 data sets for public access on QpenNY

Qur website provides information in

21 | anguages. And we ensure, through various
portal s, that New Yorkers can access these
prograns seam essly.

The reports that we file regularly to
the Legi slature began in 2016, in conpliance
with the Public Authorities Law,

Section 1867, through which we provide a
sem annual report to the Assenbly Ways and
Means chair, the Senate Finance chair, and
the Governor. And in those reports we

provi de informati on on our revenues,
expenditures, contracts, conmtnents,
solicitations and activity by region. And
al so we report regularly, of course, to our
board of directors, the Governor, each of
you, and with the Public Service Conmm ssion,
who has oversi ght over much of the funds that
we depl oy.

And so as this transition continues, |
want to highlight some key outcones of the
state's clean energy activities.

We | aunched a new dimte Act
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Dashboard this year, transparently providing
information with respect to the progress
agai nst many of the Climate Act goals. |It's
important to note that greenhouse gas
em ssi ons have decreased 42 mllion netric
tons, a reduction of 10 percent of em ssions
from 1990 | evels, which is 26 percent of the
way to the 2030 goal

Qur C ean Energy Fund portfolios
report that 36 percent of our |ocal
comuni ty-based cl ean energy investnents
occur in disadvantaged conmunities, which
exceeds the Cimte Act requirenment, with
sonme portfolios exceeding that nunber as
well. And it was with particular pride that
| joined some of you to celebrate the early
achi evenent of one of our Cinmate Act goals:
6 gigawatts of distributed solar installed,
one year ahead of time -- with nore to cone.

And statew de, nore than 136 TBTU of
site-based energy savings has been recorded,
accounting for approximately 75 percent of
the dimte Act goal.

So it is extrenely inportant to
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highlight all of this in light of the fact
that we actually are doing so while we
operate one of the nost reliable energy grids
in the country. And so much of our work is
really centered on that need to do all of
these things at the sanme tine.

And | amparticularly proud of the
ways in which the Governor's proposed
Executive Budget puts forward the Sustai nable
Future Fund, which would advance $1 billion
in new funding to support this future -- the
single largest climate investnent in state
budget history.

And so we're | ooking forward to
working with you to identify categories of
spendi ng that would occur this year, and
certainly nore to conme as well

Specific to NYSERDA s admi nistrative
and other activities within the Executive
Budget, our proposed 18-A funding includes a
$7 mllion increase, bringing the total to
35.725 mllion. And also the ongoing work at
the West Vall ey Denonstration Project in

Cat t araugus County, and that budget estinate
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is the sane, at $25.8 mllion.

Looki ng ahead, so certainly we wll
continue to need to build markets for
renewabl e energy, energy storage, clean
transportation, and other investnents that
provi de opportunities to fulfill the prom se
that these clean energy investnents wll
result in net benefits and jobs for
New Yorkers. As we plan for the com ng
decades, this will remain central to our
State Energy Plan and ot her proceedings as
well. But al so supporting the nore than
178, 000 cl ean energy jobs across the state --
and |'mpleased to say that this was the nost
significant year over year growth yet, well
above the grow h of other sectors of our
econony, sonething that we can all be very
proud of.

And of course we do all of this within
the context of the federal government's --
and I will say we remain very focused on the
ways in which the Trunp admi ni stration nmay
have inpacts. Certainly there's federa

actions that have occurred already that may
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i mpact our work and fundanental |y affect our
energy outcones in New York State. |'m happy
to talk to you today about the specific

i mpacts we're nonitoring, but it is too soon
to determ ne the exact nature of those

i mpacts with respect to our progress and
initiatives.

So certainly as NYSERDA | ooks forward
to 50 nore years, and perhaps nore, we're
very thankful for our partnership with the
New York State Legislature to realize these
positive outcones on behal f of al
New Yorkers. This concludes ny opening
remarks, and | very nuch | ook forward to our
di al ogue.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, Conm ssioner Harris.

Pet e Harckham our chair of EnCon
will be the first questioner, for 10 m nutes.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you,

Madam Chai r.

Thank you, President Harris. | want

to thank nmy friend Senator Wl czyk for

remnding me this nay be the only opportunity
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| have to say "President Harris" for a while.
But thank you for being here.

Al'l hunor aside, you concluded your
remar ks tal king about what is happening
t hrough the president's actions. Last night
they ordered a freeze of all federal funding.
When we spoke about this with the DEC
conmi ssi oner, he said at the outset it could
i mpact up to 30 percent of their personnel
and activities. What do these cuts or
freezes potentially nmean for the work you and
your team do?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes, it is
true that the federal context is
extraordinarily relevant for our state.
coul d speak to many areas that are rel evant.

However, specific to the funding cuts,
we certainly nade quick work at NYSERDA
advancing various initiatives to really
utilize those federal funds to increase the
| everage and the inpact that we can be having
within our state. As we speak, we are going
to be deploying approximately $1.2 billion of

federal funds that had been awarded or




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

256

al | ocated since the Biden adm nistration took
of fice.

W have a relatively few full-tine
equi val ent staff agai nst that work, npst
not abl y because we're cautious and scal e up
according to need. So on the order of |ess
than 10 full-tinme equival ents that we have
wor ki ng on those prograns now. Clearly we
are nonitoring the inpacts that this may have
because of course we want to continue to
scal e our prograns and advance them accordi ng
to the plan, which was a nultiyear plan that
we had put in place.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you. And
then the other action recently was a federal
nor at ori um on of fshore wi nd, and many expect
this to be a permanent ban on of fshore w nd.
How does that inpact the activities that
we' ve planned for New York and are trying to
i npl enent in New York?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes, thank
you for that question, Senator.

It is true that one of the Day 1

executive orders did speak to actually w nd
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in general, on-shore and offshore wi nd, as
bei ng areas where there was an objective to,
as you said, limt or extinguish the
permtting and advancenent of those projects.

Qobvi ously we need nore tine
specifically with respect to the ways in
whi ch the federal agencies will interpret
t hose executive orders relative to their
day-to-day work. There's a |lot of conplexity
when it comes to advanci ng these projects,
and sonme are nore integrated within the
federal purview than others.

However, what | am pleased to say is
that our two, our key offshore w nd projects
are continuing their construction, Enpire
Wnd 1 as well as Sunrise Wnd. W have the
South Fork Wnd Farm 132 nmegawatts that
entered operation this year. And really our
work will continue in that respect as we
better understand the inplications that the
federal government's noratorium nay have.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Al'l right, thank
you. Just follow ng up, then, on solar. You

menti oned that we've net our distributed
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solar goals, which is positive. There's
still a lot of lowhanging fruit on solar.

Not hing in this budget specifically speaks to
solar. You know, there are a nunber of bills
in the Legislature, one particularly,
expanding the solar tax credit to nake it
refundabl e so | ow and nodest-i ncone
residents could enjoy the sanme benefits.

Do you have plans to, in regulation,
expand the distributed solar goal in a formnal
way? O do you have other plans to stinulate
growh in the solar nmarket?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  Yes.
Certainly the distributed solar market
remai ns a very strong bright spot for the
State of New York. We are the nunber-one
comunity solar nmarket in the nation, and
that is in part because of the durability
that we have provided to the industry with
respect to both the Cimte Act goal, which
has been achi eved, and now t he 10-gi gawatt
expanded goal that Governor Hochul had
conm tted to.

And in fact | think it's inportant, if
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| could just speak out for a mnute here and
tell you how inpactful this resource really
is in a highly decarbonized grid. Wen we
| ooked at the sunmer of 2024, when we hit our
peak day in July, distributed solar actually
reduced that peak by 6 percent, ultimately
savi ng New Yorkers $90 million

So these are real nunbers and rea
i npacts, and | would say we are anxi ous and
ready to explore the contributions that
solar, distributed solar, nay make well
beyond our 10-gi gawatt goal .

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you.

On anot her energy source, there's
$6 mllion in the budget to study nuclear.
Bei ng agnostic about nuclear for a nonment,
one of nmy villages is going to be hone to
spent nucl ear fuel forever because the
federal governnment never addressed the issue
of spent fuel. They're also sitting on over
a mllion gallons of radi ated wast ewater.

What are the state's plans? |If we're
going to go down this path of nuclear, have

we t hought about what to do with spent fuel
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rods? What are we doing wth radi ol ogi cal
wastewater? Do we have a plan to address
these critical but basic issues?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes. So
certainly we are taking cautious but
del i berate steps forward as we consider the
potential for advanced nucl ear technol ogi es
to be depl oyed across our state.

Senator, | want to be clear, our focus
is not in the area of Indian Point for --
with respect to the master plan that we have
| aunched. Instead, we're focusing on the
Zones A through F, which really push us north
and west of those areas of our state.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Weél |, they woul d
have the sane concerns that my conmunities
have.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Certainly.
Certainly. So as that -- as relates to these
topi cs, of course, as one would say has been
the case with every nucl ear depl oynment across
the state, safety and waste will be anong the
myriad issues that will be investigated as

part of our master plan, know ng, to your
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wel | - experi enced voice, that these are issues
that | ocal comrunities and everyone needs to
really focus on.

There is a theory that these
t echnol ogi es coul d be beneficial in this
respect fromthe perspective of waste, risk,
et cetera. However, we need to take an
objective look at this, and that is exactly
what we will be doing through this nultiyear
master plan process.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you.

Swi tchi ng gears, the EnPower program
Can you give us an update on that, please.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes. W
made very quick work of utilizing the
$200 mllion that were allocated to expand
EmPower and to the EnPower+ programtwo years
ago. |I'mhere to tell you we have commtted
every dol lar of those $200 million. W have
ot her funds that we are using to continue the
wor k of EmPower, but | would say this was a
very inportant collaboration. You should
each be very proud of the ways in which we

have benefited tens of thousands of
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New Yor kers through depl oynent of those
funds, focusing on | owto-noderate-incone

homes in the first instance.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  All right. This is

sonmet hing that we have di scussed before
privately. You have -- NYSERDA has an
amazing array of products and services for
muni ci palities, for school districts, for
homeowners, for businesses -- and yet nost
peopl e don't know about them And you spoke
about the Regi onal Hubs you have. Wat nore
are you doing to market yourselves and the
products and the services you have that can
hel p peopl e save noney? That's what this is
about. It's about saving fol ks noney.

So what's on the agenda to hel p push
t hose services out?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S:  Yes, of
course. And | couldn't agree with you nore,
Senator, that we have work to do in really
not only being nore present in our
conmuni ties across the state, but also
ensuring that those same conmunities have

access and awareness of the various prograns
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fromwhich -- for which they could benefit.

So the hubs are an exanple, certainly,
of the ways we've put into practice those
priorities.

In addition, we have nmade |'d say
extensive efforts to streamine the ways in
whi ch the public can access our progranms. So
" mtal ki ng about primarily honeowners,
residents -- you know, folks who are working
to access what is a conplex series of
prograns, admttedly both fromthe state,
| ocal and federal frameworks, that we have
now centralized in a portal.

Really, I'"mnot only proud of it, but
|"ve found the user experience to be very
successful in allow ng consunmers to access
t hese resources in a streamined way.

So for each and every one of you, we'd
be happy to deno that portal, as | believe
it's sonething we should be building out for
ot her aspects of our work.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you very
nmuch.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Thank you.
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CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber Di di
Barrett.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT:  Thank you.

Thank you, Chairs, and thank you,
President Harris. Thank you for being here.

| just also want to flag, you know,
you and | have had those conversations about
comunity access and nenbers. And | think
one of the best things that we did in our
comunity was a roundtable on electric school
buses. And you have a very well-inforned and
know edgeabl e team and brought -- | believe
you' ve done it with BOCES across the state.
But | just want to flag for my colleagues, if
you haven't, please reach out, because this
was extrenely hel pful for all of the school
districts in nmy Assenbly district.

Also want to clarify. W had a | ot of
conversation with Comm ssioner Mahar, and you
menti oned the Sustainable Fund that's in the
budget, the $1 billion that the Governor put

in. That is really just capital funds, just




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

265

bondabl e capital funds, right? |Is that --
can you just, for the record, spell out for
us what we can expect that noney to be able
to be used for?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes. The
Sust ai nabl e Future programis a $1 billion
fund, and it is intended to advance the types
of projects you are descri bing,

Assenbl ynmenber Barrett, which involve |arge
capi tal expenses, capital projects that are
bondabl e.

This is a situation that, based on the
nature of these projects, it nay be that the
funds are expended for a nunmber of years.

But | want to be clear that the intent is to
commit the funds, the full billion dollars,
inthis fiscal year.

So these are the types of projects --
there were sonme exanples certainly given
Larger projects in buildings and
transportation certainly remain focal points
as we consider the ways that we really can
get after these | argest sources of greenhouse

gas eni ssions across our state, but also
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fundanmental ly projects that will bring big
i npacts, and a | arge nunber of jobs renmain
focus points as well.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Great, thank
you. Thank you. Now |I've got kind of a
guess you could call it lightning round. It
sounded better than "speed dating"” -- that
was the other phrase that kept going through
my m nd.

So O ean Energy Conmunities program
Many of the municipalities in my district
have participated, you know, in the C ean
Energy Communities program and used fundi ng
grants for solar panels and heat punps. And
then for, you know, increasing their
involvenent in the imate Smart Community
program and t hat status.

And | understand that both of those
prograns were being reviewed. Could you talk
tous alittle bit, briefly, about what the
plan for both of these prograns are? Are
t hey going to be conbined? |If one is being
el imnated, do we have a way to ensure that

comunities that really, you know, want to be
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actively engaged, that there will be this
funding to qualify themto beconme Cimte
Smart Communities?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Yes. Thank
you for the question.

The C ean Energy Conmunities program
has certainly been a great success. W've
engaged with over 60 percent of the
muni ci palities across the state for the
hi gh-i npact actions that not only should they
be proud of, but of course they benefit from
financially as well.

Two things. There is a new version of
the programthat has been proposed with the
New York State Public Service Conm ssion
Recei ved a | arge nunber of comrents about
that framework -- which really, | would say,
brings that programforward to the next
generation of the program focusing on
cohort -based | earnings fromone commnity to
anot her, sonmething we heard a | ot about.

But al so, specific to your point, the
ways in which it can better intersect with

the dimate Smart Comunities program
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knowi ng that they're different but there are
overlaps that we really wanted to get after.

So that is before the comm ssion as we
speak.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: And do we have
an expectation of when that will be resol ved?
NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Wl |,
there's a panel that includes the chair of

the Public Service Conmssion. So |'d
suggest his tineline would be nore accurate
t han m ne

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: All right.
Everybody says, "Well, ask the next panel."
Ckay, we can do that.

NYSERDA submitted a storage roadmap to
the PSC for approval and, if approved, we
woul d expect to see energy storage sol utions
as soon as this year. As NYSERDA's crafting
these solicitations and you're scoring
nmetrics, are you taking into consideration
| ong-duration storage technol ogies, including
mul ti -day storage?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you

for that question.
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| can answer the question for the
commi ssion. That order was approved in 2024.
So we are advanci ng a nunber of
i npl enentation plans for the bulk retail and
residential sectors.

So specific to your question, our
near-termfocus is on the shorter-duration
technol ogi es. But the order does | eave open
t he opportunity for |ong-duration energy
storage, as it is known, that could be
useful, to your point, for nulti-day
appl i cati ons.

Meanwhi | e, NYSERDA' s innovation team
does continue to invest in these
technol ogies. And when we really see that
mar ket readi ness available, we're ready to
depl oy.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Right. No, |
understand there's a project that potentially
could even be in ny district that you' ve
funded.

So -- but it certainly seens to ne
that multi-day funding is critically

important -- multi-day storage is a
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critically inportant piece of reaching our
goal s here.

In the Executive -- well, we talked a
little bit about that already. So nore on
nucl ear. Last year NYSERDA published a
request for information to -- for advanced
nucl ear technologies. Could you talk a
little bit about the responses, since they
were due Decenber 16th, and |let us know what
the -- was there interest from potential host
comunities to that?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes. So
with respect to advanced nucl ear
technol ogi es, there are a nunber of
wor kstreanms that are underway. And in fact,
CGovernor Hochul's State of the State Book
included a few of them

One of the areas was a request for
information that we issued. This is an
i ndustry that has | would say been in
exi stence throughout our state, but
fundanmentally we use this RFl in part to
understand not only sentinents and opi ni ons,

but al so expertise and opportunities that may
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exist with respect to this resource.

And t hrough that RFI we see a | ot of
information that can be used in multiple
respects, but indeed one of themis the topic
of siting. And in fact there are a nunber of
comunities that had responded with interest.
| think we have to have a nore expansive and
del i berative process to both survey but al so
consider that interest. And that is exactly
what our master plan is intended to do.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Okay. As part
of last year's budget, NYSERDA was required
to conduct a needs evaluation for
fast-charger depl oynent al ong the key
corridors, the major freight corridors. You
know | had a bill, an EV charger bill that
got vetoed. | think it's really inportant
t hat we understand and that we tal ked at the
| ast panel that not to be continuing to
create fear about some of the changes that we
want to nmake and that we need to nake for a
cl ean energy future.

What's the status of that study, and

shoul d we expect to see it in Cctober when
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think it was, you know, intended to be
finished? And, you know, how we really
address if we're going to increase interest
and support for EV, we have to be sure that
we get rid of the range anxiety and we | et
peopl e know what our plan is for ensuring the
infrastructure.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes, thank
you for that question.

|"m pl eased to say the corridor study,
as | amreferring toit, is well underway,
and we do intend to deliver it on tinme |ater
this fall.

As you and | have discussed, we al so
are happy to really consider the broader
chargi ng needs of the state with respect to
the study, and sonething that |I'm happy to
work with you to ensure that we acconplish
Because | agree with you, we're maki ng good
progress but we really do need to be | ooking
at the longer-termplans of the state and
across all aspects of transportation
el ectrification,.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: So on that EV
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i ssue, what would you say the state could be
doi ng maybe better or nore -- better,
whatever, to really encourage a statew de
enbrace of this? | nean, | knowthis is a
chal lenging tine to answer that question
because of the federal situation; we don't
know exactly what's going -- what those
policies are going to be.

But we have to obviously go forward,
you know, with our intention. Wat's the
view on how we do that for increasing -- in
our last panel we talked a little bit about
the chal l enges for the trucks and the ACT.
Can you just talk a little bit about how you
see that going forward?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Well, 1'd
say there's nultiple workstreans on the topic
of transportation charging. It is the case
that the Public Service Comm ssion's Make
Ready proceedi ng was perhaps the | argest
place to | ook, with over a billion dollars in
investnments that will be nade by the
utilities and others to really enhance the

chargi ng stations statewi de. But al so, of
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course, federal funds as well as those that
we' re depl oyi ng through ot her neans.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Great, thank
you so rmuch. Thanks.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Ranker Mattera for five m nutes.

SENATOR MATTERA: That's great. Thank
you so, so nuch, Madam Chair

And it's great to see you, CEO Harris.

In your testinony you nmention that
NYSERDA strives for transparency and
accountability. Yet we have no transparency
or accountability accounting for any of the
costs of the CLCPA. Are you willing to be
transparent and to share the costs of the
CLCPA with this body?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Wl |,
certainly, as we've discussed before,
Senat or, thank you for the question. W
bel i eve our integration analysis did very
transparently reveal the costs of the CLCPA

Qur State Energy Plan that is underway
now wi Il refresh that anal ysis and produce

that data transparently as well.
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SENATOR MATTERA: All right. In the
past, since the |ast budget hearing, the
reality of this rush to inplenent unrealistic
energy policies has been reveal ed,
especially -- even our Conptroller D Napol
even cane forward with that. Frombattery
storage fires to out-of-control em ssions,
many of the goals of the CLCPA are too
unrealistic. The reality is that this is
bei ng rushed and we need to work on a real
pl an that protects our environment, our
future and our ratepayers.

Is there a consensus in New York State
that the time has cone to slow down and to be
realistic with our energy mandates that have
been put in place, that have been passed?
Shoul d the | aws that have been passed be
repeal ed, or to start over?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  Thank you
for the questions, Senator. This is a topic
that I think is quite conplex, but one that,
as a general matter, we have set out to nake
reasonabl e, rational and maxi mal progress

toward the Climate Act goals. And as you've
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heard, we certainly have achi eved that in one
very inportant instance in the past year.

W had a task. OQur task is to execute
agai nst the law, the law that of course this
Legi sl ature advanced in 2019, and one that we
all have, | think, a clear-eyed view as to
what it takes to get fromhere to there.

| think we've nmade very rational
smart progress in those intervening years,
reflective of perhaps sonme areas we didn't
expect -- a pandem c, supply chain
di sruptions, inflation, interest rate hikes,
and the like. So we're always willing --

SENATOR MATTERA: And that's the
reason -- and that's the reason why we have
conpani es that are pulling out and everything
i ke that, because it's not realistic. And
we all know t hat.

And where is NYSERDA with regards to
t he new source of renewabl e energy? Not
wi nd, hydro, solar. Wat are we doing to
tal k about nucl ear, carbon recapture,
wast ewat er, thermal energy, and green

hydrogen? W do have a billion dollars
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that -- in other words, that could be spent.
You know, we've been discussing this. | was
very, very happy to go to the Energy Sunmit
over the summer, and 80 percent was speaking
on nucl ear power, which | was very happy
about. But | haven't heard anything since.

But what are we doing to nove forward
wi th ot her sources of renewabl e energy?
That's inportant. | haven't heard anyt hi ng.
Because wind, solar and -- I"'mgoing to talk
to you about battery storage, because |'ve
got a mnute 36. You know, battery storage
is nothing but an experinment and it's
becom ng a disaster. But we need to talk
about that too.

But what are we doi ng about spending
nmoney right now to nove forward with other
sources of renewabl e energy?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes, | was
very thankful, Senator, that you were able to
conme to Syracuse.

We certainly have a nunber of
wor kst reans underway | ooking at, to your

poi nt, the post-2030 plans for the state,
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whi ch invol ve of course tens of gigawatts of
di spat chabl e eni ssions-free resources that
can conpl enent renewabl es. There's a Public
Servi ce Comm ssi on proceedi ng underway really
| ooking at all of those technol ogi es you just
laid out. And | think the policies wll
foll ow the cl ear-eyed assessnent of the
conmmi ssi on.

SENATOR MATTERA: Al right. So
carbon recapture is sonmething that's going to
be very --

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: That is --
yes, we are conducting a technoeconom c
study, a series of them on behalf of the
commi ssion. One of themis on the topic of
carbon capture.

SENATOR MATTERA: Ckay, and let's talk
about the battery storage disaster that's
happening with fires at East Hanpton, we had
fires upstate, and obviously we know t he
Moss plant that just happened over in
Cal i fornia.

What are your feelings on this that --

| just found out just during the week that
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t he DEC had no oversight in our towns, our
counties, and our state. What do you feel
about this total disaster, total experinent
that's costing all of our ratepayers noney?
Because | did find out -- and all New Yorkers
need to understand sonmething. W are paying
for this experinent, especially with this
battery storage. Wnd, solar? | have no
problemw th this. Battery storage has been
not hi ng but a disaster in our comunities.

We've got 9 seconds, so can you pl ease
talk to ne about this.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Certainly,
Senator. | would say with 160 gi gawatts of
energy storage installed globally, we would
di sagree about your theory of it being an
experi ment.

SENATCR MATTERA: Fires, fires,
fires --

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

SENATCR MATTERA: -- our comunities
with contam nation

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you,

Senat or Mattera.
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It's the Assenbly's turn

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Yes. Assenbl ywonan
dick

CHAl RMOVAN KRUECER:  She has
10 m nutes.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  Thank you very
much.

| appreciated the -- your conversation
around community solar and how effective that
has been. And |I'm wondering whet her fol ded
into that are the residential or if that is,
in your mnd, separate. O is that accounted
for when there's individual residential?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Well, one
of the -- thank you for the question,
Assenbl ynenber .

| would say, sorry, distributed sol ar
has many, many conponents. Wat |'m
referring to when | discuss community sol ar
is actually different than what woul d be
installed on a residence, which is a
di fferent subset of the 6 gigawatt goal

That is an area where we have

particular 1'd say chall enges in our urban
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centers around the topic of residential
application. Alittle difficult to imagine a
whol e preponderance of solar installed in
Manhattan, as an exanple. However, that is
where community solar is just such a huge
asset for the State of New York, because it
al l owns sonmeone who maybe cannot install solar
on their roof to benefit from sol ar
installations in other areas of the state.

So certainly this is an area that wll
continue to grow and evolve. And as | said,
the benefits will only increase as tine goes
on.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK: On that sane
tack, what are the nunbers around residential
solar? Wich seens be, observationally,
very, very successful in many places. 1In
pl aces where | woul d not necessarily have
t hought there woul d be individual honmeowners
who were interested init. As | travel
around, | am surprised where | see fairly
significant amounts. And of course in those
i nstances, those homeowners directly receive

a benefit that their cost of energy is
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dramatically reduced.

And what are we doing to encourage and
make it easier for people to understand? Not
everybody goes to the website. So what are
we doing to make people aware of it and to
make it easier? In a lot of instances it
does seemthat when you go through the steps,
it ultimately results in, you know, "Discuss
this with the installer or contractor." So
at sone point people get to that point and
go: Onh, well, | guess | didn't get as nuch
information as | had hoped | would. In
advance of talking to sonebody that they're
not sure they know or are confortable wth.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for the question. | wll have to get back to
you with the exact breakdown. This was --
2024 was our |argest year for solar
installations, full stop. WIlIl over a
gigawatt was installed. But the breakdown I
will have to follow up with you on

But 1'd say a coupl e of aspects of
this are quite relevant with respect to

consuner adoption. Right? This all cones
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down to the consunmer. And fundanentally,
certainly our hubs, our Regional C ean Energy
Hubs are in part a resource which is intended
to aid wwth this topic of awareness and
access.

But in addition we piloted and
advanced | think a pretty novel programwth
National Gid this year focusing on the ways
in which these benefits can be achieved --

i nstead of opting in, you opt out. Meaning
you get the benefits of consumer savi ngs

t hrough conmunity solar projects wthout
having to even work in any way, shape or form
with your utility or otherw se.

You know, our ability to expand that
program statewide | think is an area that |'m
really excited about this year because it
provi des just what you're describing, Chair,
is access and an ease of access at the sane
time.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK: Some of the
concerns that were raised earlier, your
corridor study seens to be for the Thruway

and larger arteries. For many people in ny
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comunity that would |ike to go over to use
of an EV, they're -- in urban settings, it's
real ly chall engi ng.

| s there anything that NYSERDA is
under discussion with, whether it's the City
of New York or any of the other
muni ci palities, about what we can do to
pronote better access to EV charging?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  Well, |
woul d conpletely agree with you, Chair, with
respect to the topic of access in the city.
|"msure |"mgoing to hear nore questions
about charging in the city because it is a
particul ar chall enge because of the chall enge
of parking, of course.

So there are a nunber of initiatives
that are underway, | think the nost notable
bei ng an installation program bei ng
adm nistered by the local utility,

Con Edi son, really focusing on the ways in
whi ch they can expand access to charging in
the city. W ourselves have a nunber of
progranms as well, but it is an area that we

have to continue to focus on.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK:  Yeah, 1'm al ways
interested in the fol ks who obvi ously have
too nuch noney down the bl ock who have
t hermal heat under their sidewal k. In the
snow, they don't have to actually go out; |
guess they flip a switch. How they actually
get to park in that spot where they have a
charger, I'mnot sure. But | have seen that.
So it's not insurnountable, but obviously not
avai |l abl e general ly.

New York City has a local |aw
requiring the retrofit for our housing stock,
and it's pretty aggressive. And at the end
of the day it is intended to decarbonize our
bui | di ngs, which is a good thing, but again,
conplicated. And there are different
multifam |y dwellings that are trying to
figure out what would work for them And
some have -- | nmean, | think the big
chal I enge i s having enough people who can do
the work to actually, for sone of these |arge
bui |l di ngs, actually do the work in the tinme
frame that we have, but al so decidi ng what

options there are.
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Agai n, has NYSERDA been in discussion
with the relevant city agencies to figure out
how we can support buildings that are trying
to get ahead of the curve?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  \Wel |,
certainly -- and the question is a very
timely one because of the fact that both we
do have a very anbitious city law, as you
identified, but overlaid, of course, is our
i npl enentation of the zero-em ssion new
construction requirenments that do becone
rel evant in the next year for lowrise and a
few years thereafter for higher-rise
buil dings. So these two initiatives do need
to work in concert for sure.

But on the other side of the equation,
it is a particular challenge in the city but
it is one that we at NYSERDA have really been
investing heavily to denonstrate that it is
i ndeed possible: First, with new
construction, with our Buildings of
Excel |l ence conpetition that really gets in at
the architecture phase, the planning phase --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLICK: Wth all due




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

287

respect, | appreciate that, and | have a
nunber of buildings in the district where
they are -- it's even a major retrofit but
it's an enpty building. | think I"'mtrying
to figure out what do we do with everybody
who's in an ol der building that they' re al
living in.

New bui | di ngs have -- you know, are
very interested in selling that point, that
t hey have nade the conm tnent and they have
put in heat punps and they've done a variety
of things. The question is what do we do
with all of the condos, co-ops and
multifam |y dwellings that, you know, are
ol der.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: | do agree.
Retrofits are a different natter altogether,
particularly in an urban environment.

The programthat we have | aunched and
continue to expand is the Enpire Building
Chal | enge, which is focused just on that,
which is the retrofits that market -- not
j ust how, but how does one share the

t echnol ogi es and the solutions that have been
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utilized by these buildings. And that's been
a central aspect of that program s success,
and one that we continue to build upon as
wel | .

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  Are we | ooking
at sone of these networks that will [ink
bui | di ngs? And where are we? |Is that just
in the tal king stage, in the explaining-to-ne
st age?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: So t her nal
energy networks, as they're known, are,
woul d say, a very interesting and rel evant
solution for dense popul ati ons, whether it be
a SUNY campus or, in the case of the city,
Rockefell er Center, where a pilot effort has
been advanced through the New York Public
Servi ce Comm ssion to both plan for and
denonstrate that these networks can be
instal |l ed.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLICK: W'l | tal k nore.
Thank you very much

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, Assenbl ynenber dick.
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Next is Senator Hi nchey.

SENATCOR HI NCHEY: Hell o, President
Harris. Thank you for being here today.

l"mgoing to -- | don't have -- |I'm
not going to require everyone to have
10 m nutes of questions.

| think a ot of the goals and the
i nprovenents that we've nade and the steps
forward that we've nmade in our renewable
energy goals are incredibly inportant and
really inspiring. That said, we need nore
sol ar energy, and we needed sol ar energy
50 years ago. W also have to make sure that
we are siting our devel opnents in places that
nmake sense. Anecdotally, we know just in ny
district alone, nany are still being sited or
goi ng through the permtting process in
pl aces that are not ideal, including prine
farm and that still exists. W have one in
Col unmbi a County, for exanple.

What is NYSERDA doing to help
i ncentivize solar devel opnents on places like
brownfi el ds and parking | ots and rooftops and

pl aces where we shoul d be doing |arge-scale
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sol ar that makes sense?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for that question.

W have nade, |'d say, good work at
bri ngi ng these devel opnents away from prinme
farm and. Qur |arge-scale program as you
and | have di scussed before, is show ng that
when we incentivize and make cl ear that
that's our objective, that the conpanies are
r espondi ng.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Admittedly, though,
it's still happening.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Oh,
certainly. Certainly.

SENATCR HI NCHEY: So how -- what are
we doing to incentivize in other |ocations,
as opposed to having just the devel opers cone
and say, "This is the place we want to do
it," that may not nake sense to the town, it
may not make sense to the community, it may
not make sense for our other goals, including
our food supply or our wetland protections,
and our forests that we nust maintain. What

are we doing to actively incentivize in
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pl aces where there should be sol ar
devel opnent ?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: Yes. Wth
that side of the topic, there's two
various -- two prograns that I'd like to
highlight. One is our Build Ready program
that is exactly what Build Ready is intended
to do, is to be siting projects -- and I'd
say solar is the prime target to install on
underutilized |lands, brownfields, et cetera.

We had our first Build Ready project
go to auction this year. It was on an
abandoned salt mne, effluent, perfect place
to put solar -- in the Adirondack Park, in
t hat instance.

In addition, on the distributed side,
we do recogni ze that these projects can be
not at the same cost, perhaps, as a project
on a greenfield, and as such we have a nunber
of adders that are intended to incentivize
the installation on brownfields and the I|ike.

SENATOR HINCHEY: 'l tell you when
talk to sol ar devel opers who are both | ooki ng

in our district and across the state, they
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say that it is not economcally viable to do
it in places that are not kind of |arge-scale
flatl and, which is primarily farns.

So | woul d encourage NYSERDA or ORES
and the PSC to do nore in making it clear how
we are incentivizing -- not just through the
Bui | d Ready program but real incentives, so
that we can shift away fromthe projects that
are proposed currently and to places that
make a | ot of sense.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

No one shoul d take of fense; the
Assenbly got called into Ways and Means
Comm ttee, so we have the menbers who are not
Ways and Means.

And t he next Assenbl ynmenber up is
Assenbl ynenber Pal mesano.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  Thank you. |
am on Ways and Means, but | wanted ny
guestion, so.

President Harris, good to see you
again. | just, before |I ask my question, |

really wanted to enphasi ze your hel p.
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mentioned it to the DEC comm ssioner as well.
|"mreally concerned about the nmedi um and
heavy-duty regul ations, the ACT regul ation

t hat was mandated on our school districts.

We definitely need nore than just a delay in
the enforcenment, we need a delay in the

i mpl enent ati on.

We had a hearing | ast week. None of
the state agencies showed up for it. They
were sounding the red alarm | nean, they're
scared for their business future, the inpact
this is going to have on trucking.

Ni nety-si x percent of the goods are
transported by trucks in New York State.
This will increase food prices, this wll
i ncrease housing costs for construction
materi al s.

So | would just ask you to, when you
talk to the Governor, please send that
nmessage that we really need to take a | ook
and pause on the ACT regul ation, and al so the
school bus mandat e, because that's sonething
they're not ready for as well.

But one thing that did come out in the
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conversations about it in the hearings is
about things |ike renewabl e diesel, where you
can use the sane -- retrofit the vehicle you
have, and you don't have to do any upgrades,
you can use it and still have performance.
And in fact the USEPA O fice of
Transportation and Air Quality said "New
cl ean diesel fuel technology is expected to
reduce particulate matter in hydrocarbon
em ssion levels to near zero |levels by 2025."

Wul dn't that be a better approach to
address first, before going forward?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for the question, Assenbl ynenber.

Specific to today's discussion,
think it's very inportant to note that a
diversity of resources will be a beneficial
opportunity for New York to not only benefit
froma reliable grid but, as | said, a
di versified energy systemwit |arge.

|'d say that the Cean Transportation
Study that we have underway -- that was
spoken about | know at the |ast panel -- is

really getting at that topic, which is how
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m ght a clean transportation standard be
conplementary to the other policies that we
are advancing as a state.

And as we have seen in other narkets,
of course, that type of a policy did spur the
utilization of renewable fuels |ike those
that you' re describing. So I'd say it is
certainly an area that we are investigating.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  So given the
cost, in what we're hearing of the concerns,
| think that would be a better way to go
first and then work and try to work the
t echnol ogy.

On cost, | wanted to ask you, you
know, we've heard, you know, cap-and-invest
was tal ked about. It seens |like there was a
delay in that. The Governor has made
comments about it's got to be affordable,
it's got to be reasonable, feasible. And
shoul dn't we, when we go forward with these
regul ations, also if we pause -- we should be
pausi ng -- we should be doing a cost and
feasibility study along with this. Because

cost and feasibility studies have never
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really been done, whether it's CLCPA, school
bus, ACT -- none of it.

But after five years of exam nation
why can we still not tell New Yorkers what
t he out - of - pocket costs for inplenentation of
the CLCPA is, even especially after the CAC
said the plan will pay for itself? Wy can't
we tell New Yorkers what the cost is going to
be, then?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI'S: So as --

t hank you for the question. As described
with the prior question, I would say we have
been transparent about the costs.

Qur integration analysis reveal ed very
specifically the investnents that would be
needed, the benefits that woul d ensue. And |
think sonething we don't talk a | ot about is
t he i mportance of recogni zing the investnents
we need to nmake in our existing energy
system Certainly we have an agi ng
infrastructure, one that in and of itself
requi res hundreds of billions of dollars to
mai ntain. W have a generation fleet that is

in large part over 40 years ol d.
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It is an area of investnent the state
will be having to make, in large part, either
way. The question beconmes what do we invest
in, Assenbl ynenber.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  1'I1 ask you
anot her question. W're asking our school
districts to convert their entire fleet by
2035, their entire nedium heavy-duty fleet
by 2035. But yet the State of New York does
not have to convert their heavy-duty fl eet
till 2040. And the State of New York hasn't
all owed for feasibility.

Doesn't this seemlike hypocritical to
you? Shouldn't it be the State of New York
converting their fleet first and show ng what
the problens are and worki ng out the
affordability of the charging infrastructure
and all that first? Before we really push
this social experinment on our school
districts and property taxpayers, let the
State of New York do it first. Wuldn't that
be the smarter, wiser way to do it, and show
we'll |ead by exanple, instead of: You go

first, and then we'll wait and see what
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happens to you?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for that question.

|'"d say first, with respect to the
school bus requirenent, this is a statute
that this Legislature advanced in 2023 and
one that we are advancing to inplenent. So
certainly that has been our charge and
sonet hi ng we' ve been utilizing $500
mllion of Bond Act noney to facilitate these
school districts as they begin their
transition.

Wth respect to the state, of course,
| agree. Certainly at NYSERDA |'m proud to
say we're in -- noving in that direction in a
ti mely manner.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Shel |l ey Mayer.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you. There we
go.

Hi, President Harris. N ce to see
you. And thank you for NYSERDA s anpi ng up
of its materials for school districts for

conpliance with the school bus
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el ectrification requirenents that were
adopted by the Legislature.

One question is, how many staff at
NYSERDA are involved in truly hel ping
districts identify both howto pay for the
buses and all the other questions that
they' ve raised in conjunction with the
requirenent ?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for that question, Senator.

We have been staffing up our
transportation team consistent with the
el ectric school bus program |'d have to get
back to you with an exact nunber. It's
sonmet hing on the order of 15 or so folks
wor king on this, coupled with a series of
contractors who can help us really be
present.

W were very proud and thankful for
the partnership, certainly of the Legislature
in hosting the roundtabl es, but al so our
engagenment with the BOCES systens and many,
many school districts. Right now we're

wor king with over half of the schoo
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districts across the state.

But | do agree we have nore work to
do, and we'll continue to ranp up toward that
out cone.

SENATCR MAYER: And what about -- as
you know, one of the big conplaints is that
the actual initial cost of the bus is
prohi bitive, and we're m ndful of that. What
is the status of the Bond Act funding going
out the door and/or any of the federal nobney
that was allocated under the prior president
and the prior Congress that would have hel ped
with the purchase of these buses?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes, so
with respect to the applications received to
date, we've received applications for about
100 mllion of the $500 mllion avail abl e.
We've issued solicitations totaling -- or
opportunities totaling about
$300 mllion now, and the uptake has been
st rong.

| think many districts are interested
in doing just what we wanted to do, which is

to get a bus or two in their fleets and
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better understand how t hey nay operate and
really expand their own educational process
through this transition.

It is -- it is the case that we had
made work of utilizing federal funds to
conpl emrent the Bond Act noney and the -- |I'd
say the progress that we would be nmaking with
t he Bond Act noney. That is through the
USEPA. And al t hough of course we're
nmonitoring the potential inplications, it's
too early to say exactly what will happen
relative to that funding source or the funds
t hat had been committed thus far.

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay, thank you very

much.
NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.
CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
Ckay, we are up to Assenbl ynenber
Shres -- Shrestha. Excuse nme for the

m spronunci ati on.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SHRESTHA:  Thank you.

So in 2022 NYSERDA awarded $14 million
as part of the Clean Green Schools Initiative

to 11 school districts to invest in building
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decar boni zati on. The next round of this
funding is scheduled to be awarded in 2026.
But 14 mllion for 11 school districts
doesn't seemlike a | ot of noney, and

Senat or Jackson and | are proposing
appropriating $500 mllion to NYSERDA to help
publ i ¢ schools overcome hurdles in accessing
opportunities in the Inflation Reduction Act.
That woul d be by providing up-front

conpl ementary funds and technical assistance
for solar, geothermal and storage projects.
And this programis based on a simlar one in
Pennsyl vani a.

So ny question is, what kind of inpact
do you think this would have on school s as
t he need to decarboni ze them and ensure safe
t enper at ures becones nore pressing? And how
much noney do you think we actually need for
t hi s decarboni zation effort?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for that question, Assenblynmenber, and for
your interest in this program This is a big
effort, $200 mllion in total across a nunber

of different funding sources, including the
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Envi ronnental Bond Act, the Cl ean Energy
Fund, and the Regi onal G eenhouse Gas
Initiative, that has really been put to use.

Thus far we have funded 32 projects
across 68 buildings. And inportantly, we've
al so funded a | arge anount of technica
assi stance for these districts, because part
of the issue is planning, being ready for the
transition.

So with respect to your specific
guestion, we'd have to scale that up as
opposed to the actual nunber of school
districts and school buildings within those
districts across our state. As a general
matter, though, | would agree that the need
exceeds the funding. And certainly this is a
great opportunity to protect our youngest
citizens and create those nodern, confortable
spaces for themto learn in together.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SHRESTHA:  And, you
know, we have these direct-pay provisions --
for now still safe -- in the Inflation
Reduction Act to hel p school s.

My next question is NYSERDA put out a
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joint report with the PSC recently show ng
that we are not on track for the 70 percent
renewabl es by 2030 goal. And we know t hat

t he New York Power Authority is, you know,
doing its planning for building public
renewabl es to help us close the gap on those
goal s.

s there a rol e NYSERDA can play to
fast-track these public projects?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: Directly
speaki ng, Assenbl ynenber, that is not a role
NYSERDA woul d pl ay.

|''m sure President Driscoll, in the
next panel, would be able to speak to various
nmeans by which their authority could be
streamined, if you wll, froma siting and
permtting perspective.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SHRESTHA: (Okay. And

-- okay, thank you. Thank you so nuch.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.

CHAIl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Sorry about that.

Next is Senator Stec, five mnutes as
a ranker.

SENATOR STEC. Thank you, Chair.
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Good afternoon.

Affordability and outmgration are two
key issues that everyone here agrees that
New York State is challenged with. Energy
costs and reliability are two key conponents
of both those issues, affordability and
out m grati on.

W' ve seen nunerous reports show ng
that we will not neet the statutorily
mandat ed goal s that the CLCPA requires. Do
you believe that those reports, such as
Conptroller Di Napoli's report, are accurate?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Thank you
for the question, Senator, and generally for
your partnership on a variety of fronts.

|"ve obviously tal ked a | ot about the
cost of the transition and the ways in which
both we think about the cost of inaction
versus the cost of action. And | think
i ncreasingly we need to think about the cost
of the status quo ever nore so.

So again, to reiterate, the cost of
the status quo to really invest in our

system our energy system --
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SENATCR STEC: Excuse ne, that wasn't
my question. M question is whether or not
you agree with Conptroller Di Napoli's report
that we are behind schedule and that this is
going to be very expensive.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Thank you.

To answer that question directly, we
were, first of all, pleased with the
Conmptroller's report that reflected that our
role in this, we were executing against the
Public Service Conm ssion's orders and
wor ki ng apace with the role that NYSERDA
pl ays.

As relates to the goal achi evenent and
the progress toward the goal achievenent, we
filed a report jointly with the Departnent of
Public Service on this topic -- actually,
before the Conptroller's report was issued --
real ly | ooking objectively at where we are
and where we are headi ng toward our 2030
goals. That is a matter before the
Publ i c Servi ce Conm ssi on.

But certainly that report reflected a

possi bl e delay in the achi evenent of the 2030
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goal, and one that we continue to nonitor but
certainly advance rationally against with
every deci sion that we nake.

SENATOR STEC. Do you agree with the
Conmptroller's assessnent fromhis audit that
the imate Act goals -- on the Cimte Act
goal s that ratepayers will be the primry
source of funding the transition?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: Certainly
t he ways these prograns function today, any
prem uns that are paid for with respect to
t he generation and, of course, transm ssion
bui |l dout, are often ratepayer-funded
progranms. That's why the Public Service
Comm ssion remai ns central to how we get from
here to there.

| think, inportantly, we need to think
about the investnments that need to be made in
our energy systemirrespective of the
transition and really look at this fromthe
perspective of the increnmental cost that may
occur fromour clean energy transition as
opposed to the mai ntenance and expansi on of

t he system we have today.
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SENATCR STEC: The nobst recent NYI SO
report showed continued decline in grid
reliability margins. Are you concerned about
this inpact of these shrinking margins? And
do you think it's wise to retire our existing
sources before new sources are brought
onl i ne?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for that question, Senator.

We do work very closely with the
New Yor k | ndependent System Qperator, and
certainly as they advance their reliability
needs assessnent. This is intentionally a
process that involves all parties, for the
very reason that the transition nust be
effectuated by a reliable grid.

So | was pleased to see the nost
recent data fromthe New York |SO identified,
importantly, a downstate need that woul d be
addr essed when the Chanpl ai n Hudson Power
Express project cane online in 2026, and that
there was no upstate need that was identified
in that same study.

In the outyears of the study,
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dependi ng on the scenarios that you | ook at,
there was a statew de need, but it --

SENATOR STEC. Do you think it's
wise -- do you think it's wise to retire
exi sting capacity before others are
identified and brought online?

Several key projects for renewable
energy have had their contracts cancelled or
have had significant increased costs
associated wwth them For exanple, |ast
April three offshore wind projects were
cancelled with respect -- that were expected
to generate 4 gigawatts of power. Wiy were
t hese contracts cancelled? 1Is it because
t hey were cost-prohibitive?

Because we have a reliability concern
We're not keeping up with the pace of
generation. Demand is continuing to go up.
And now you' ve got the Conptroller and NYI SO
both questioning the validity and the
proj ections and the cost analysis that's been
done so far. Wat do you say to that?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Well, this

is adifficult question to answer in
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14 seconds, but | think this is exactly --

SENATOR STEC. |'ve been asking these
guestions for three years, Ms. Harris.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  Senat or,
this is exactly what these systens are
intended to do, which is to provide checks
and bal ances and ways in which --

SENATCR STEC: | want us to be honest
with the ratepayers and the taxpayers of the
State of New York. Period, full stop.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yper son
Chris Burdick.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Thank you.

And President Harris, thank you for
the great work that you do. Fromny days as
town supervisor in the Town of Bedford, |
know how i nmpact ful NYSERDA can be, and its

grants prograns.

And in that vein, I'mwondering if you

could tell nme the status of sonme of the

fundi ng prograns that you have, and the

funding | evels, of the designation grants and
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the action grants under the C ean Energy
Communi ti es Program

| al so understand that NYSERDA has
partnered with Sustainabl e Westchester on the
Renew Anerica's nonprofit grants program
And |I'm wondering if you could just give us
an update on that and the funding | evels.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for the question, Assenbl ynenber.

The O ean Energy Conmunities program
as | was just describing, has certainly been
a real success across our state. It is -- |
woul d have to get back to you on the
specifics of the projects you're referring
to, but it is a programthat is at the nonent
closing out a 10-year initiative on C ean
Energy Communities with a proposal for sort
of the next phase of that program in concert
with the dimate Smart Communities Program
t hat DEC i npl enments.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  So that's
closing out. And is it being succeeded by
any programthat's simlar in ternms of

working with nunicipalities and for
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comuni ty- based organi zati ons?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes. The
programis intended to continue in a nodified
form The form-- we received many, many
comments from host communities on this topic,
and it is before the Public Service
Comm ssi on for decision-nmaking. So the
proposal is one that has not yet been
codi fied, and one that we're happy to engage
on your thoughts, of course.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  And do you know
what the funding level that's been
recommended by the Executive for that in the
2026 proposed budget ?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: This is a
program-- if we're speaking specifically to
the C ean Energy Conmunities program it is a
programthat is funded via ratepayers through
the orders of the Public Service Conm ssion
|"mnot famliar with the Executive Budget
nunbers that you are | ooking for.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK: So -- but the
plan is to continue to try to work with

comuni ty- based organi zati ons and
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muni ci palities as you' ve done so successfully
in the past?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Absol utely.
And it's an area that we're extraordinarily
proud of. 1've nentioned our hubs several
times, but also our clean energy siting team
whi ch has engaged with well over half the
muni ci palities across our state --

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  And if | can,
are they supported by federal grants or state
grants or a conbination of the two?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Those
prograns are funded via ratepayer collections
as we speak.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Great. Thank
you so rmuch

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Ranos.

SENATCR RAMOS: Good afternoon. |
want to begin by saying that many of us were
di sappointed to see a | ot of the expected
funding for cap-and-invest replaced with the

Sust ai nabl e Future Program And under the
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cap-and-invest program all projects would
have been required or would be required to
conply with the | abor standards set out.

Can you give us nore detail and be
nore specific about the type of projects that
we can expect this funding fromthe
Sust ai nabl e Future Programto cover, and how
t he Executive proposes to sel ect those
progranms and projects, whether there's going
to be public input, legislative input?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Thank you
for the question, Senator.

The $1 billion Sustainable Future
Program t hat Governor Hochul included in her
Executive Budget is very nmuch intended to
advance | arge-scale capital projects that are
bondable. CQur intention is to, to the extent
possi ble, commt those funds in this fiscal
year. So by design, this will involve
projects that are infrastructure, |arge
projects in nature, and therefore those that
can allow for nmajor projects that bring
forward a | arge nunber of jobs and econom c

activity across the state.
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SENATOR RAMOS: W | there be | abor
st andar ds?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: That is a
topic that | would have to defer to our
Di vision of Budget on. O course these
projects do |l end thensel ves to those types of
standards. But as to the requirenents, that
is not sonething that | should speak to.

SENATOR RAMOS: |'Il be follow ng up
on that.

Wth regard to your NYSERDA training
apprenticeship centers, |'ve received sone
concerns from pre-apprenticeship
practitioners who are finding themdifficult
to access. Wuld NYSERDA consi der changi ng
its funding criteria so those type of
programnms can better access the funds?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for the question, Senator. | am always
willing to find ways to expand access. W
need as many workers as we possibly can get.
Qur $120 mllion for these purposes was very
much i ntended --

SENATOR RAMOS: Wiy do you think
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they're so difficult to access?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Excuse ne,
| don't --

SENATOR RAMOS: Wiy do you believe
they are so difficult to access for
apprenti ceship prograns?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: | woul d not
have a direct answer to that question because
we have been working directly with so many
contacts within the community of workforce
devel opnent, organi zed | abor and beyond, that
the prograns are very nmuch designed with the
i nput we've received.

SENATCR RAMOS: Thanks for the answer.
| have one nore question before |I go.

How are you tracking job nunbers by
specific project, project size, job type?
We're so far behind on reaching our goals;
how are you keeping track?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: W produce
a longitudinal study issued annually. The
Cl ean Energy Industry Report tracks every
cl ean energy worker across our state. Be

glad to send that to you.
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SENATOR RAMOS: Pl ease do. Thank you.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynman
Epst ei n.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  Hi ,

Comm ssioner. How are you doi ng today?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: CGood, thank
you.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN: So you tal ked a
little earlier about publicly available
charging infrastructure, and |I' m wonderi ng
what percentage of the funds that are being
used -- | know we're tal king about anot her
mllion dollars -- is going to be avail able
for publicly avail able? Wich means no
paywal | before having access to the charging
infrastructure.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Yes. Thank
you for that question, Assenbl ynenber.

And specifically |I'mpleased to say |
came with ny nunber. W now have 4, 000

publicly available stations in New York City.
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That is --

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  So the 4, 000
nmeans there's no paywall, they're not in a
gar age - -

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Correct.
Correct.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN: They're on the
streets and publicly available to the public?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: That is
correct. That is our nost recent nunber.

And we see not only New York State,
t hrough the Department of Transportation,
wor ki ng with Con Edi son to expand access
t hrough these hubs -- of course closer to the
airports is a great exanple -- but al so,
broadly, the ways in which we're utilizing
the funding comng fromthe federa
government to advance that as well.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEIN:  So how does the
public -- and I know it's been hard for
peopl e who have plug-ins or -- to distinguish
bet ween sonmething that's publicly avail able
on the street without a paywall versus things

that are payable on NYSERDA's website. It
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doesn't create a distinction, so people have
a hard time determining if they can get
publicly avail able charging without having to
pay $50 just to park, and then pay for the
charging on top of it.

So how i s NYSERDA going to help the
public feel confortable with this when they
don't really know where these 4,000 stations
are and whether they're on the street or in a
| ot or anywhere el se?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for the question.

This is not -- | speak as an EV owner
nmyself. | know the apps that | use actually
explain to me whether | have to pay to park
or not to use the charging infrastructure.
This is literally data that can be fed into
publicly avail abl e databases. And that's how
| experience it: Less so NYSERDA' s rol e,
nore me as a CONSumner.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N:  Because | have a
plug-in as well, and there's no that |'ve
found anywhere bel ow, you know, 96th Street

in Manhattan where there's a publicly
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avai |l abl e charger anywhere. And the few that
there are -- | think there's four in
Manhattan in total. So |I'm happy to hear
there's 4,000 in New York City, and | think
it's just harder for people to find them
because so nuch of them are in garages.
Which is really a disincentive for
| ower -i ncome people who don't have a -- sone
peopl e who are financially well-off can then
put it in their garage and not worry about
it. For people who are parking on the
street, to get themto -- incentivize themto
nove to an electric vehicle, they need to
know that the charging infrastructure will be
avai l able to them

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: W
conpletely agree. There needs to be nore
public access to charging, full stop.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N:  Again, | |ook
forward to working with you on that.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN EPSTEI N.  Thank you.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: (M c off.) Thank

you. See, now it doesn't |ike ne.
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|"mso sorry. W are now up to
Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Thanks for your testinony,
President Harris.

| want to tal k about | obs,
specifically accel erati ng econom c
opportunities, growh, particularly in
upstate in the Finger Lakes region. You
nmenti oned about jobs and busi nesses. Well,
busi nesses need workers, and workers need
housing. Are you aware that in sone areas in
upstate housing has just conpletely cone to a
dead standstill because we don't have
capacity, we don't have enough electric to
build? A sinple yes or no.

In Ontario County we have over
500 units, residential units, on hold because
of capacity issues.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  Thank you
for the question, Senator.

| am aware of a number of areas -- |
was thinking of an area in Rochester that |'m

wel | aware of as an exanple of this. And I
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think it's inportant to note that the
Governor in her Executive Budget is

recogni zing two things, anong many. One is

t he need for housing, right, and the
commtment to continue to build housing. But
two, inportantly, the ways in which we can
really ensure econom c devel opment occurs

t hrough t he upgrade of our grid.

SENATOR HELM NG | just wanted to
know i f you were aware that we have a crisis
situation right now where we can't build
resi dential hones because we don't have
el ectric capacity.

And then ny next question is, why is
there this massive push, this nassive rush to
retire existing power sources when we can't
even neet the demand for current basic
housi ng needs?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  Thank you.
Thank you for the question. |n nany ways
this is I'd say not sonmething that I
necessarily agree with, in the sense that
when we plan for our transition, the studies

that we conduct as well as that of the
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New Yor k | ndependent System Qperator, inform
the readi ness of our grid to retire fossi
pl ant s.

So a great exanple is New York City,
in which there has been a reliability need
identified, and frankly they wll --

SENATOR HELM NG |I'msorry, | have to
cut you off. | only have 50 seconds |eft.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: But there
wi Il be solutions advanced toward that end.

SENATOR HELM NG |'m hoping that in
this budget that there will be something to
make -- to resolve that issue.

And al so, can you just quickly tell nme
what's included in this budget to nmake energy
nore affordable for the working class? And
if we run out of time, just going back to
sonmet hing that Senator Stec asked, ny
guestion to you too is, are ratepayers the
pi ggybanks covering the state's CLCPA
mandat es? You nentioned that we have a cost
for the CLCPA. Wiat is it?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  So

certainly when we're outside of this venue
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|'d be glad to really share sone resources
with you that may be usef ul

Certainly when we think about the
Governor's billion-dollar conmtment, this is
very much with the lens of affordability and
investnment in mnd. Really effectuating the
transition for consuners across our state,
particularly in the buildings and
transportation sector.

SENATOR HELM NG No answers. It's a
bunch of talk and no answers.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan Sar ah
C ark.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK:  Thank you.

And t hank you, President Harris, for
reppi ng University of Rochester so well.

A coupl e of questions. I'mgoing to
try to go fast, so the first one will be
hopeful | y a qui ck one.

Large-scale thermal, which | do
believe is going to be a huge piece of our

cl ean energy future -- when will the first
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project be up and running fromthe ones that
were granted a couple of years ago?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for the question. And thank you for hosting
me in Rochester this year as well, with your
partner in crinme.

| would actually unfortunately have to
defer that question to the Public Service
Comm ssion. They are advancing those pilots
and woul d have the | atest on the conmerci al
operation date.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK: | just think
getting to those large-scale -- it's so hard
to go house by house, building by building,
and | really think those -- you know, we need
to learn fromthem and understand them so
that we can see if that would really be what
hel ps us get there.

Second question, and to the topic of
whi ch you came to Rochester for, is electric
school buses. You know, very conmtted to
seeing this through and sort of parsing
t hrough what is fear, what is not true, what

is msinformation, and what is going to help
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us get to our goals.

One of the big -- one of the issues
t hat came fromone of our districts who is
very, very far ahead of this mandate --

t hey' ve been working on this Iong before it
becanme | aw -- you know, is the utility
conpany charge. And if they even hit a
15-m nute wi ndow of peak rate for charging,
they're charged the entirety for peak rate.

And sort of the answer they were
getting was, Well, then, don't do that.

Don't charge during the day.

And they said, Well, what if we have a
field trip? Wiat if we have this? That's
not an answer that they can sort of work
Wi th.

It's different in other regions of the
state. \Whose role is it to ensure that our
utility conpanies are working with our school
districts to make sure the rate that they are
charging particularly our public institutions
for a mandate that we've asked themto do for
our clean energy goals, to ensure they're not

payi ng nore than they are for gas, for
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di esel, for what they're currently using?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for the question. This was actually a topic
that came up in the roundtable that we had
hosted together |last year, and it is one that
really involves two things. Yes, in part it
comes down to charging, to the extent
possi bl e, your buses at the best tine that
you can. Managed charging is an inportant
part of this.

But it also has to do with rate
design. And that is why I was very pleased
at the roundtable that the utilities were
present and specifically of the Departnent of
Public Service was there as well. Because as
we advance to not just one or two buses but
hundreds and t housands of buses, it is very
important that the rate design work for the
school districts for those very reasons you
descri be.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK: | | ook forward
to working with you on that, and all who may
need to be there.

And t hen on Charge Ready, our
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busi nesses are telling us they went froma
coupl e-of -nonth wi ndow to over a year for
approval. Is there any way you're | ooking at
that to see efficiencies to ensure businesses
can get their electric charging

i nfrastructure up quicker?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: | w Il have
to look into that. Thank you for raising it.
ASSEMBLYWOVAN CLARK:  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Rachel May.

SENATCR MAY: Hi. President Harris,
t hanks for being here.

| wanted to start by saying | think
it's great that you' ve hit that 36 percent
nunber for di sadvantaged conmunities for
cl ean energy investnents. Do you track and
report the actual savings to consuners of
those -- that m ght come fromthose
i nvest nent s?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: This is --
t hank you for the question, Senator, and for
rai sing this.

|"m al so pleased to say our other
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prograns are delivering as well. The

New York Green Bank, the Regi onal G eenhouse
Gas Initiative, and the Cean Energy Fund are
really all on track to neet or exceed these
requirenents.

There will be a requirenment through
the CLCPA for broad statew de reporting on
not only the achi evenent of those objectives
but, to your point, the inpact thereof. It
is awrk in progress. But there are various
reports | could share with you that at |east
show NYSERDA' s contributions in that respect.

SENATOR MAY: It woul d be very hel pful
for us to know how it is benefiting
rat epayers, because as you've heard, there is
a lot of concern out there that it's driving
costs up. But | think for some people you
are bringing costs down, or you should be.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.

SENATOR MAY: | had a question about
the -- your draft O ean Energy Standard
review, which pointed out that sone of the
contracts, because you award contracts to the

| onest bidder, sonetinmes you're getting
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unrealistic bids that don't actually get
built.

|s there a -- any revision to those
standards so that you can rmaybe take project
bids that -- you know, judge them not just by
the | owest bid but by whether they'll get
conpl et ed?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Yes. Thank
you for the question. This is actually a

topic that was included in the progress

report -- the biennial review, as we called
it -- looking at the scoring criteria that we
utilize.

Just for clarity, we do not award
solely on the basis of price. W do,
dependi ng on the program generally | ook at
30 percent nonprice conmponents. But it is
true that the | owest price of course
dom nates, relatively speaking. So we've
brought forward a few additi onal
consi derations for the conm ssion to
del i berate on.

In the nmeantine, | am pleased -- |

haven't been able to say this yet. W have
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constructed 2,000 nmegawatts of renewables in
the last 18 nonths. W have well over tw ce
that nmoving into construction. So | would
say we do have a lot of reason for optimsm
that the portfolio is advanci ng consi stent
wi th our objectives.
SENATCR MAY: Wonderful .
And then ny | ast question, just very
qui ckly, how cl ose are we to devel opi ng
af f ordabl e, sustainable aviation fuel?
NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: That --
sust ai nabl e aviation fuel | would say is a
work in progress. There's a |lot of
devel opnent gl obally that we're happy to talk
about as we advance in the com ng decades.
SENATOR MAY: Thank you.
NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.
CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
Assenbl y.
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber Dana
Levenber g.
ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEVENBERG ~ Good
af ternoon, President, and thank you so mnuch

for taking all these questions.
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|"mgoing to repeat one that | put to
DEC earlier, and maybe you heard it, | don't
know. But given yesterday's narket
correction because of nore efficient Al
nodel s from China which require fewer data
centers and | ess power, do you really think
that the state should be spendi ng resources
on bringing online untested nucl ear
technol ogy that doesn't exist, will not be up
and running for decades, there's still no
pl an for waste di sposal, as we heard
previously fromny col | eague
Senat or Harckham and to date there has been
no nuclear effort that has actually paid for
itself and requires enornous subsidies, and
no one wants it in their backyard? Even if
it's not in our backyard, again, where
| ndi an Point is.

So that's one question. "Il just
t hrow out another one, which is that, you
know, we know that energy storage actually --
as much as we have heard from sone of our
col | eagues, the great fear of fire is a great

way to address the intermttent nature of
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renewabl e energy generation. So naybe you
could explain a little bit nore how energy
storage is successfully addressing
intermttent generation.

And finally, if you could explain the
benefits that New Yorkers are experiencing
when they electrify their hones with the help
of NYSERDA' s various incentive prograns --
whi ch include things |ike health benefits,
cl ean energy sector workforce devel oprent,
househol d confort, and energy savings -- that
woul d be | ovely.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.
"1l do ny best, Assenbl ynmenber.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEVENBERG.  Thank you

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  Ener gy
storage i s a game-changer with respect to the
ways in which it can allow us to reduce our
peak | oad. The estinate is the 6 gigawatts
that we will be deploying can reduce the peak
by 20 percent. So that nmeans we don't have
to build a lot of generation in order to
buttress this systemin that decarbonized

future.
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As relates to nucl ear technol ogi es, we
are in a study node. | want to be conpletely
clear, we're looking at this nmuch |like we did
with the of fshore wind resource over a
mul ti faceted, objective | ook at the potenti al
for the resource brought about by the
bi parti san support that we saw in the Biden
adm ni stration through the Advance Act. It
is sonething that we don't have answers to,
but we have many questions and we're
commtted to looking at this rationally.

On the topic of building
decarboni zation, | think it is the topic that
shoul d be di scussed nore, which is the hones
that we are electrifying and maki ng nore
efficient are in fact nore confortable, nore
nodern, and nore pleasant to |ive wthin.
Heal t hi er homes, in the first instance, is
really what we're creating along the way. So
a reason for pride in what we're doing for
our constituents.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEVENBERG.  Thank you

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

335

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO:  Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

Thank you, CEO Harris. Appreciate you
bei ng here today.

| have had many, nany, many
conversations with school districts about the
el ectric school bus nmandate. It is a cause
of a lot of stress and consternation. But
here's the issue. The nunbers just don't add
up. By ny estimates, it's going to take
$20 billion to turn every school bus into an
el ectric school bus in New York State.

That's about an $8 billion delta between a
gas or diesel school bus and an electric
school bus.

And yet you've only provided -- the
Governor has only provided $500 million. So
we've created this Hunger Ganes for schoo
districts. And now we have school districts
that are actually voting down the purchase of
t hese buses, even when these school districts
have gone to extensive lengths to try to

basically encourage it by having school buses
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there, electric school buses there and
touring them and everything el se.

So now t he school districts are going
to have to choose between educating our
chil dren and feeding our children or neeting
this ridicul ous boondoggl e mandate. How are
we going to address that?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Wl |, thank
you for the question.

As | had said, Senator, we have been
working to inplenment the -- against the
timeline, of course, that the Legislature
included with respect to the 2027 tineline
for zero-em ssion school bus purchases.

The $500 million I would not claim
will get us all the way fromhere to there.
How | think about it is it is allow ng our
school districts, our 700 school districts,
to each get a couple of buses in their fleet
to better understand how t hey operate and --

SENATOR BORRELLO  And that woul d be
great if we had a pilot program but we do
not. Wuld you support ending this nandate,

which is already causing lots of stress, and
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replacing that with a bill that | have that
actually calls for a pilot programin a rura
school , suburban and urban area, so we can
actually see what's going to happen?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Certainly |
can't comrent on your bill, but | can tel
you that we are certainly using these funds
to provide this experiential support for the
school districts. Right now we're working
with over half of the districts across the
st at e.

SENATOR BORRELLO: Wl |, again,
woul d say we haven't even got part of the way
there. W really haven't gotten past square
one at this point. W have very few -- and
here we are, you know, the nmandate is right
around the corner. They're not going to be

abl e to purchase non-el ectric school buses

after 2027.
And | just don't know how we're going
to tell our school districts -- and people

are al ready paying way too nmuch in schoo
tax, property taxes in general. And to tel

them that we have to neet this nandate
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wi t hout actually supplying enough noney for
themto neet the nandate is a true problem

And | realize that's just sonething
that the Governor and ny col | eagues on the
other side of the aisle need to address, but
| really would like to see your |eadership on
this and the fact that, you know, a
commonsense alternative would be to test it
out and see how this works.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: |'d say the
fleet electrification plans are a central
aspect of this, which we are funding fully.
This is going to provide these schoo
districts just what they need, which is a
roadmap: What will it actually take to get
fromhere to there. These plans are central
to understanding the transition nore
factual ly.

SENATOR BORRELLO  Thank you.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl ynenber .

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman

Kel | es.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: A couple --
we'll do lightning round as well over here.

So | appreciated what you said earlier
that we do need to focus on efficiency of
homes. One of the prograns that you have,

t he EmPower + program is specifically
designed to help lower-incone famlies do
exactly that.

But of course people who have -- need
hazard mitigation or pre-electrification work
on their homes are disqualified for that
program and nost |likely to be the | owest
i ncome of those that inconme-qualify.

So is NYSERDA receptive to, open to
expandi ng the program whether it be through
the hubs or in partnership with, say, HCR or
OTDA, work with us to expand that programto
make sure that we also fund those
pre-electrification and hazard mitigation
initiatives in order to get themto the place
where they can do the efficiency?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI'S: |'mvery
gl ad you brought this to ny attention before

this hearing, and 1'd say even here. It is
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the case that we are dealing with a
popul ati on that does need the ability to both
make their home safe and -- 1'd say before
one can tal k about efficiency or

el ectrification.

And we' ve been better at sort of
t aki ng these funds from HCR and others to
allow that to happen. Qur hubs are a great
place to really bring those resources
together. But | do agree with you fully that
there's nore work to be done. | don't
believe that the funds are sufficient to
really necessarily conbine at this nonent,
and |'d wel come the opportunity to work with
you to identify ways that the consuner
experience can be inproved from beginning to
end.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: |1'mexcited to
do that with you. That's great.

So anot her question, the PSC directed
NYSERDA a whil e ago to eval uate and propose
an agrivoltaics incentive adder.
Specifically, agrivoltaics for -- you know,

if they're used properly, we really would
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like to incentivize those so we're not
conpeting between food and el ectric --
renewabl e energy infrastructure.

Where are you in the process of
creating that, and how soon can we expect
t hat proposal to go to PSC?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for the question. | will need to get back to
you on where that process stands, as | am not
entirely sure if it's -- where we are in the
process.

But I will tell you that we conpletely
agree, there is no disagreenent that
agrivoltaics can be a way in which solar
siting can be nade -- allow co-use. And we
are doing the sane with RGA funds for that
same purpose, and working with Cornell on
their programas well.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Perfect.

|"mgoing to just ask one other
guestion. NYSERDA recently published its
bl ueprint plan to build new nucl ear power
plants. Can you tell us details about the

public participation process? |Is it accurate
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to say that the focus has been to
specifically create nuclear for the private
uses like Al data centers, Mcron? O is
this to put energy onto the grid? Can you
give us an idea a little bit nore, in

10 seconds?

(No response.)

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: We'll foll ow up
with that question. |f anyone else wants to
ask it, by all neans.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Qur next Senator
is -- I'"'mso sorry -- Senator CGonzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you so rmuch
Senat or Krueger.

Good afternoon, President Harris.
think this is a perfect segue, actually,
because Assenbl ynenber Kelles and | are
wor ki ng on nunerous -- or two bills, at
| east, that address both retrofitting and
data centers.

So starting with retrofitting, as
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we' ve spoken about before, we know New York
has an agi ng housing stock. And |I'm curious,
with the existing prograns -- EnPower+, the
Weat heri zati on Assi stance Program C ean
Energy Fund -- what has the progress been?

And how are we taking steps to
actually get the word out about these
prograns? Because when | speak to nmy own
constituents, there still seenms to be a
knowl edge gap about what exists.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.
t hank you for the question. And this is an
area that, as | had said earlier in ny
testinmony, it is a focus of ours both through
our Regional C ean Energy Hubs, our website
presence, to streanline access to these
progr ans.

" m pl eased to say | ast year we
i ncreased our depl oynent of EnPower funds by
about 20 percent, so that's a really good
thing. But it is a snmall conponent of the
broader need. W' re touching twenty, 25,000
housing units a year, and we need to be

t ouchi ng 200,000. So there is certainly nore
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work to do.

| look forward to ways you may suggest
t hat we can make our resources better
accessed.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Right. And then
for fol ks who may be in | owincone
comunities, who are coning from
envi ronnental justice communities, who may
not quite qualify or satisfy the
prerequi sites for those progranms and may need
to make upgrades to their own hone, is there
a single fund that exists -- not a | oan, but
a grant -- to support themin making those
upgrades so they can qualify for the broader
or existing retrofitting?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes. So
our MyEnergy portal that we just |aunched, |
had of fered a tour for anyone who was
interested. That's exactly what it's
intended to do, is to provide a streanlined
way to determ ne what sources of funds you
may be eligible for, depending on your incomne
but al so the type of residence or building

t hat you occupy.
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SENATOR GONZALEZ: That's great to
hear .

And then in the last mnute, | wll
definitely plus-one Assenbl ynenber Kelles's
guestion on nuclear and Al. It's one that
| " ve been neaning to engage you on in mny

capacity as chair of the Internet and

Technol ogy Comrittee. As we see data centers

increase in nunber across the state, we're
certainly interested in seeing what the
impact will be on our energy.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: Certainly
one of the reasons that we're undertaking
this master planning process is because we
have seen an increased anount of interest on
the part of corporate buyers, whether it be
Al , data centers, hyperscalers, or
sem conduct or manufacturers and the like, in
really partnering with generation.

So it is anmong our studies and the
work we'll be doing, but it is not the only
potential application that is being
consi dered through the master plan.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you.
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CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Kassay.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: Hi, good
afternoon. | have two questions, one about
| ocal plans transitioning to alternative
uses.

So out in Suffolk County,
Port Jefferson, we have a peaker plant
powered by natural gas currently, and in the
district, village governnments and task forces
are working very hard to figure out and try
to have agency in the transition to whatever
m ght come next for that plant, both to avoid
a brownfield situation, be part of the
solution, and then there's also a great tax
i mplication.

So the plant has been applying for a
reduced tax burden for itself, thus putting
t he burden back on the | ocal taxpayers. And
SO can you speak to what in the budget -- and
if there's adequate support for these | ocal
governments and groups who are trying to have

t hat agency and sol ve that problenf
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NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  Yes,
Assenbl ynenber, | appreciate the question.
This was a very central topic to the Just
Transition Wirking Group that | cochaired
wi th Labor Conmm ssi oner Reardon.

And in building on that, there's a
nunber of initiatives on the workforce side.
But specific to the site side, there is a
Just Transition Site Reuse programthat we
have undertaken at NYSERDA focused on
bri ngi ng conmuni ti es and generators together
to reimagine the site itself -- to your
point, to avoid a situation in which it is
| eft, you know, without a future. R ght?

So I'd encourage you just to -- | can
connect with you to really discuss that
programand its potential applicability.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: | appreciate
that, thank you

And ny second question, can you pl ease
speak to funding in the budget that m ght be
there to further Rules Conm ttee energy
storage technol ogi es beyond lithiumion and

if there's currently any prom sing
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technol ogi es that we're not yet, you know,
widely using. | knowwe live in this world
of breakneck technol ogi cal inprovenents, so
just curious to see if that's sonething that
New York State is also trying to take the

| ead on and what the status is.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  Yes, you've
hit a very inportant topic to the NYSERDA
team CQur innovation teaminvests
significantly in devel opi ng technol ogi es and
solutions that may be on the edge of
comerci al i zati on and, you know, near ready
to depl oy, and anong them are different
chem stries that could be depl oyed for the
pur pose of energy storage. |Ilron oxide is one
that people talk a | ot about as a potenti al
| ong-duration energy storage sol ution.

But there's other chem stries as well,
as well as the potential application of
hydrogen and nmany ot hers.

So this remains a focus of NYSERDA s
certainly through the O ean Energy Fund but
al so noving forward --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: Thank you. Are
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t here any opportunities for pilot programns
currently?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Absol utely.
Qur prograns are avail abl e as we speak.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY:  Very good.

We' d be happy to connect about that.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN KASSAY:  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

We have Senator Canz -- | always get
your name wong, |'msorry -- Fitzpatrick.
| ove the blending of the two cultures, but
the nanes are tricky together.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:  Thank
you, Chair.

Thank you, President Harris. There's
been a |l ot of reports that have been issued
inrelation to what's going on with our
energy. A Power Trends report from 2024 from
NYI SO said that given the trend, that we have
power - generated retirements outpacing
additions. W also have a trend that we are
going to head toward a wi nter peaking system

in the md 2030s. And that we -- if natura
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gas becones unavail abl e and supply cannot be
secured el sewhere, statew de deficiencies
could arise as soon as the winter of 2029 and
2030.

We have the Conptroller's report
saying that the audit found that PSC s and
NYSERDA' s efforts have not net all the
essential conponents of conplying with the
Climate act, including the determ ning the
cost of transition to renewabl e energy, and
that the cost of transition has not been
reasonably estimated. That report, from
July 2020, recomrends that we conduct a
detail ed anal ysis of cost estimtes to
transition to renewabl e energy sources and
neet the climte goal acts.

So ny question to you, in response to
t hese reports -- what has NYSERDA done in
response to these reports to respond to these
i nadequaci es that have been hi ghlighted?

PRESI DENT HARRI S: Thank you for the
guestion, Senator.

This is, as | had described earlier,

an area that many different actors touch
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upon. Qur job at NYSERDA, of course, is to
bri ng on new renewabl e generation that can in
part address the chall enges that nay be seen
in the studies that you' re referencing, which
are by the New York | ndependent
System Oper ator.

Al that to say | found the studies by
the New York SO to be quite encouraging with
respect to the areas of need that they
identified. And in ny view, we're well on
our way toward having sol utions brought to
bear to address those needs should they
exi st.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:  But if
we' re engaged in a budget hearing, the idea
is to come up with noney, right? Estimating
cost is a basic, basic thing that we are
doi ng here.

And NYSERDA hasn't done that, and |
want to know why. How do we nove forward
wi th giving noney and all ocating and novi ng
forward with this plan if we don't know what
it's going to cost and we don't know what

it's going to cost our constituents?
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NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: | would --
| would say that the integration analysis
that we conducted through the Cimate Action
Council was intended to be a transparent
assessnent of costs and benefits.

Agai n, hundreds of billions of dollars
on either side of that equation, which were
transparently provided and will be updated
through this year's State Energy Plan that
will be produced by the end of this year,
Senat or .

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl ynenber .

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber Ed

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  -- the ranker.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Good afternoon.

So goi ng back to nucl ear and advanced
nucl ear, obviously this is sonething that
under, you know, our Clinmate Protection Act
we need to have this basel oad of energy as
we're al so, you know, putting all these other

sources in.
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So just in terns of what our |ong-term
plan here is with regard to nuclear, which
think has to be part of this -- so | guess,
nunber one, do you view that as part of the
| ong-term sol uti on here, nuclear power?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Thank you
for the question, Assenbl ynenber.

We certainly, through that sane
integration anal ysis, recognized that there
was a need for tens of gigawatts of
di spat chabl e eni ssions-free resources to
conpl emrent the renewabl es that we were
depl oying. Nuclear may wel|l be one of those
resources, along with several others that are
bei ng considered as we speak by the Public
Servi ce Comm ssion

The intent of the nuclear master plan
is to take an objective | ook at the aspects
of advanced nucl ear depl oynment, both froma
t echnol ogy perspective but al so a cost
perspective and a risk perspective, in an
obj ective way, to help us determ ne
collectively the potential contributions of

this resource.
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ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Great. And | know --
so we have a $6 mllion allocation for that
nucl ear power devel opnent master plan. So
what is the tinme frane on that com ng
t oget her ?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes, so the
18- A assessment that is attributed to NYSERDA
this year does include a nodest expansion, in
part to allow us to advance our State Energy
Plan that | had descri bed as bei ng underway.
As part of it there will be a nunber of
studies. Nuclear, certainly, studies will be
included within that work

And specifically when we consider how
we get fromhere to there, it is a
mul tifaceted effort. | would anticipate it
requiring a nunber of years to play out. But
al ong the way, we are advancing other work in
parallel, including a nultistate initiative
that we will be cochairing the potenti al
utilization of Departnment of Energy funds for
planning at the Nine Mle facility in Gswego,
al ong with ot hers.

Soit will be a work evol ving over
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t hose comi ng years.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  And that was -- you
read ny mnd, because that was ny other
guestion, is what are the plans of NYSERDA to
support Constellation Energy's effort to
install a small nodul ar reactor at the site
i n Gswego.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes, thank
you for the question. I'mglad it was
br ought up.

So Constellation has applied for a
pl anning grant to the U S. Departnent of
Energy. So this is a very early site design
effort. This has nothing to do with actual
depl oynment but, rather, what woul d be needed
to understand the potential permtting and
siting reginme for a new reactor at that
facility in Oswego.

So NYSERDA's role in this would be to
provi de the cost-share required under that
pl anni ng grant, and certainly we await any
f eedback fromthe Departnent of Energy, as
this is a conpetitive process.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Ckay, thank you.
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mean, as you're aware, you know, when it
cones to the use of land and the anount it --
you know, this technol ogy, you know, and
they're conming up with new technol ogies with
it, takes up as opposed to sone of the other
sources, | think it nmakes a | ot of sense to,
you know, continue to think about kind of the
m x of -- kind of an all-of-the-above
approach to trying to nmeet our goals.

So thank you.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  Yes, you
and | have discussed resource diversity a
nunber of times. | think you' re seeing this
year the enbrace of various conpl enmentary
technol ogies, and this certainly being one of
them One of the major benefits of it is the
energy density, as you describe it. So
| ooking forward to further engagenent on
t his.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Pat Fahy.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you.

Wl come, President Harris. And | know




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

357

you' ve had a long day, so I'mnot going to
repeat a lot of the -- or try not to repeat a
| ot of the questions, I'll just make a few
comments. But | know you' ve been asked a | ot
t oday about the costs of inplenentation, and
| always share an interest in hearing nore
about costs on inplenmentation. So | |ook
forward to always hearing nore on that.

But | also want to -- | was rem nded
by ny col |l eague, what is the cost of doing
nothing. And so |I'd like to see that
j uxt aposed with doing nothing to address the
weat her-rel ated di sasters that we seemto
have every week, the water problens that
everyone has brought up all day, including to
DEC, and the growth of some energing
contam nants in our water and soil. So I'd
like to make sure we're getting a full scope
on costs.

Wth that, kudos as well on the
progress being made on distributed sol ar.

And | too would like to hear nore about
residential solar. | also -- Senator Hinchey

had asked a question about sol ar farnmns.
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Wul d also like to hear nore as well on that,
because | do agree with the concerns in how
we address that.

Just a couple of other comments and
then I do have a question. Share a nunber of
t he concerns that were raised about the
Advanced O ean Trucking, as well as on the EV
buses. | too aminterested in sonme tine
here, because we didn't anticipate sonme of
t he, you know, international upheaval in the
energy markets. W' ve got infrastructure
probl ems, charging times, range constraints
and others, particularly in our rural and
nor e suburban areas.

So as nmuch as | have been supportive
of noving toward the EV school buses in
particular, | recognize there are a nunber of
constraints and | think we need nore
flexibility.

Also just want to echo the interesting
guestions and followup on the data Al.

Question. The offshore wind -- |
haven't heard that for a few hours. The new

Trunp adm nistration has already halted
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federal |easing of |ands for offshore w nd
devel opnent. We've been waiting on updates
on the 500 mllion that was appropriated from
a previous adm nistration.

Can you give nme an update on where we
are -- and of course you know | have a
particular interest in the Al bany Port, so |
would remss if | -- you know, ful
di scl osure, but also an interest in wnd
energy in particular.

PRESI DENT HARRI S: Thank you, Senator.
This is not going to be able to be answered
inthis time. But what | want to make cl ear
is our conmtment to this resource remains
firm The Governor has nade that clear. W
are working to assess what inpacts the Trunp
adm nistration will have in making rational,
good deci sions to both advance our
$500 million and the projects thensel ves.

You have our conmitnment that we wll
conti nue our work.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you so much

Thank you, Chair.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
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Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber Matt
Slater.

ASSEMBLYMAN SLATER.  Thank you very
much. Good afternoon, President Harris.

You had nentioned earlier about
battery energy storage systens, and |'m
curious if it's your position or that of
NYSERDA t hat | arge-scal e comrercial battery
energy storage systens belong in residenti al
ar eas.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI'S:  NYSERDA - -
t hank you for the question. The specific
topi c of energy storage siting is one that is
somewhat dependent on the capacity, if you
will, of the system The permtting
authority differs depending on how the system
is sited.

| don't nyself, as NYSERDA, have a
poi nt of view, nor jurisdiction in that
respect. But certainly the topic of safety
i s paranount when we think about how we
di spl ay and advance energy storage systens,

sonmething that we are cormitted to doing in a
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very responsi bl e manner.

ASSEMBLYMAN SLATER: Has NYSERDA
proposed any type of standards for, again,
commercial |arge-scale battery energy storage
systens in residential areas?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: W have
not. Qur focus has really been on the Fire
Saf ety Working Group that Governor Hochu
formed, and really the necessary reforns
perhaps to code, to community engagenent, and
to education and awareness that are necessary
toreally equip the communities to host
projects -- less so the specifics with
respect to where they would be sited.

ASSEMBLYMAN SLATER  As part of the
Fire Safety Group, have you | ooked at -- or
do you currently require those applicants or
conpani es that -- again, |ooking specifically
at | arge-scale battery energy storage
systens -- provide any type of insurance for
nei ghboring properties should there be damage
to those properties in the case of an
energency such as a fire that we've seen here

in New York and in other parts of the
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country?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Certainly
the topic of insurance is an inportant one,
but it is not NYSERDA' s jurisdiction.

ASSEMBLYMAN SLATER  Much of the
battery energy storage problem seens |ike
it's not in your jurisdiction. But then
again, it is part of your equation --

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Certainly.

ASSEMBLYMAN SLATER. -- for the grid.
So | don't really understand how you can say

it's not part of your jurisdiction, yet you

need it for the grid. | nean, there are
significant concerns -- of again, |arge-scale
comerci al storage systenms -- being sited

200 feet from people's houses.

And so if it's your position that it's
needed, but yet you're wal king away from any
type of safety precautions to ensure that
that in fact would be a safe use, | have a
hard tinme buying that.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Certainly
safety is paranount. | don't want you to

m sinterpret what |I'mdescribing. Wat | am
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sayi ng i s NYSERDA does not permt these
projects. They are permtted by the Ofice

of Renewabl e Energy Siting or the Departnent

of Public Service, depending on its capacity.

So | want to just be clear where our
responsibility lies. Certainly I'"msure the
chair will have nore to say on the next
panel .

ASSEMBLYMAN SLATER:  Looki ng forward
to it. Thank you.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senator John Liu. And we have been

j oi ned by Senator John Liu, | just never said

that earlier today. Thank you.

SENATOR LIU.  (Mc issues.) There you

go. Apparently | was not pressing it
correctly. But | was pressing the button
t hat says "push.™
Thank you, Madam Chair. And thank
you, President, for joining us.
NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.
SENATOR LI U:.  NYSERDA recently

published its blueprint plan to build new
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nucl ear power plants. Can you tell us
details about the public participation
process NYSERDA wi |l have and the tineline of
that participation and approval process?

Don't thank me for this question. You
can thank Assenbl ynmenber Kelles for this
guesti on.

(Laughter.)

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Thank you,
Assenbl ynenber Kel |l es.

The master plan will be a nultiyear
process. And nuch |ike our offshore w nd
mast er plan, community engagenent will be a
central aspect of our work. Perhaps even
nore so, obviously, given the history that
exi sts fromthe perspective of conventional
nucl ear power plants across our state.

So this will involve many ways in
whi ch we can take in input, but also
information. | think education is going to
be one of the nobst central aspects of this
endeavor, because we need better to describe
how t hese technol ogi es work today, as opposed

to the technol ogi es of decades ago -- but
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also to clearly evaluate the inpacts and
benefits that may ensue.

SENATCOR LIU:  And what woul d the
timeline for that participation and approval
process be?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Certainly.
The tineline of the study is likely to

require rmultiple years, but that doesn't mean

our engagenent will start in nultiple years,
it will be undertaken this year to begin the
process of what will be a multiyear
engagenent .

SENATOR LIU:  So can -- | mean, what's

the mninumtineline? Like can we say there
won't be any nucl ear power plants for five
years, for 10 years? Wat's -- what's --
NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Certainly
when -- yeah, thank you. Wen you read the
literature, it would be fair to say that from
t he perspective of deploynent, these
technol ogi es are nmany years in the future.
Sonme woul d say a decade, sone woul d say
earlier, but we are not tal king about a --

(Overtal k.)
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SENATOR LI U.  Ckay, so you have no
idea how long it will take.

NYSERDA sent out a request for
proposal s to the nuclear industry. Can you
share with us which conpani es have responded
and what they proposed?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: W are
currently revi ewi ng what was an
extraordinarily robust response, which
exposed to nme really the opportunity exists
in many aspects of our econony, including
educati on, manufacturing, supply chain and
the |ike.

We' Il be using those RFI responses for
further engagenents and certainly will be
rel easing details that are relevant for the
br oader pl anni ng exerci se.

SENATCR LIU:  You could thank me for
this question, and the question was: Can you
share with us which conpani es have responded?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: There were
dozens if not a hundred conpani es t hat
responded -- or entities that responded.

SENATOR LIU.  Ckay. | didn't ask you
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how many, | said which conpanies. But good
job running out the tine. Thank you.

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Si nmpson.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Thank you.

Thank you, President Harris.

Does NYSERDA provi de oversi ght,
techni cal assi stance or even anal ysis of
projects that the state is building, you
know, its own facilities?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: The state
facilities would typically be reported
under -- by the O fice of General Services.
W do work with them |In fact, we just
i ssued sone guidelines for sustainable
devel opnent, i.e., construction. But from
t he perspective of reporting, it would not
fall under NYSERDA, but rather OGS.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Yeah, | just
wondered in reference to a project that, you
know -- in North Creek, the Ski Bow is part
of the Gore expansion. Beautiful facility.

But | was surprised to see that the heating
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source is going to be fuel ed by propane.
NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.
| heard you ask that earlier, and | assune
t hat was ORDA who had nmade that investnent.
| can't speak to their
deci si on-maki ng, but certainly that is within
their ability to utilize that, propane as a
heati ng source for that type of a facility.
ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON: It just seens
that the state has rules for residential
homes, new homes being built, the nove to
electrification. W have mandates for EVs,
we have all sorts of noving pieces that are
affecting all New Yorkers. But then when it
comes to the state's facilities, prograns,
i nvestments, there may be a mssing link here
bet ween what we tell others to do and what
we' re doi ng oursel ves.
NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: There are
i nvestnments going on in state facilities,
certainly the Enpire State Plaza being a
great exanple of one that is underway by OGS
t hrough the executive orders, but also the

al | ocati on of budget funds by the Governor.
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So again, work in progress, but
under way.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Thank you for
your response, because it actually highlights
it's costly, it's very expensive. And when
it cones to the consuner, they have to decide
how they're going to nove forward with these
mandat es, but then the state makes its
deci sions and doesn't have to conply by the
sane rules. So | think --

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: What |
woul d say to that, though, is that each
building type is quite different. Building a
zero-em ssion single-famly home is quite
di fferent than addressing the Enpire State
Plaza. That's really the phase-in that we
are advancing as a state, recogni zing we need
to start with the place that is perhaps
sinplest, and that is the strategy that we
are undertaking with zero-eni ssion new
construction, while of course these nore
conpl ex buil dings are advanced as wel | .

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Ckay, thank you.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you.
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CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Chai r woman.

Conptrol l er Di Napoli says that the
CLCPA costs $340 billion to inplement. |s he
wWrong?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Those
nunbers are approxi mately those. 1'd have to
pull themfromthe integration analysis, but
likely it was quoting data from our own
anal ysi s.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Good. And | heard
the question froma couple of other nmenbers.
What was your nunber?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: |'Il have
to pull it. It was on that order. | have it
in ny notes. Just one m nute.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Ch, just your total
nunmber in billions for what it will cost to
i mpl enent t he CLCPA?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: So the
estimates that we had provided were on that

order, both fromthe perspective of costs and
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benefits.
SENATOR WALCZYK: So $340 billion?
NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI'S: Again, |'Il

have to -- you have to give ne a sec to pul
t he exact nunber. It was a range that we
pr oduced.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Ckay. You've been
wi th NYSERDA for 15 years?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: That's
correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And this is stil
t he Energy Research and Devel opnent
Aut hority?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Wl |, that
was the constitution of the organi zation back
in 1975.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | ndeed.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Better
known as NYSERDA now, though. No one tries
to spell it out.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does the Governor
i ke nucl ear power?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: The

Governor is very interested in the
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t echnol ogy, both fromthe perspective of its
ability to be -- I'lIl say serve |arger | oads,
such as that by Al, sem conductor
manufacturing, and the like. But also its
ability to be sited in, as | said, a nore
ener gy-dense way. Less |land use and a |arge
anount of electricity that nay be generat ed.

So she certainly called for the Future
Energy Econony Summt in Syracuse |ast year
that many of you participated in, really as a
means by which we coul d begin an objective
assessment of this technol ogy, anobng ot hers,
as useful and conplenmentary to the renewabl e
resources as well.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So she actually
I i kes nucl ear power?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: |'d say
she's quite interested.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wbul d you say
nucl ear power is emn ssions-free?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: | woul d say
nucl ear power is a zero-em ssion asset.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Is it carbon-free?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  Yes.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Is it safe?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: That is a
topic that is subject to our master plan.
There's new technol ogi es that are at | east
mar keted fromthe perspective of providing
additional safety features. This is
something we will be | ooking at and
eval uati ng on behal f of New Yorkers.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does its reliability
make it a necessity for where New York is
headed for electrification?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Well, we
certainly know that we will need tens of
gi gawatts of di spatchabl e em ssions-free
resources. It was on the order of 18
gigawatts. Nuclear may be a contributor to
that. W are not at the point of making that
st at ement .

SENATOR WALCZYK: Li ke the Governor
paused congestion pricing before an el ection,
she also is putting a pause on cap-and-invest
until after the gubernatorial election. WII
we see your master plan for nuclear power

after that election, or are we going to see
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it beforehand?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: | want to
make cl ear that cap-and-invest is not paused.
We are advanci ng nunmerous aspects of this
program as described nmy col |l eague on the
| ast panel.

As relates to nuclear power, it was
included in her State of the State address.
She set this direction for us, and we'll be
certainly reporting along the way.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Pi rozzol o.

ASSEMBLYMAN Pl ROZZOLO  Push, okay.

Thank you, President Harris, for being
here.

| just happened to stop by -- in and
out all day, a lot of questions -- and |
heard one of ny col |l eagues tal ki ng about
i nsurance. And | know insurance isn't really
your thing. But |ooking at the website, it
tal ks about -- your website -- inproving the

quality of life for all New Yorkers
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equi tably.

Now, in my district in Staten Island
they want to put one of these second-| argest
battery facilities, BESS sites, in the
country. W all know and we've seen that
battery sites do go on fire, and when they go
on fire, everything seens to go up. The fire
departnment can't try to put them out.

This particular site is |located al ong
a lot of different waterways. One of the
reasons fire departnments can't put them out
i s because they don't want to poison the
ground and the groundwater. But they're
willing to do that on Staten I|Island, you
know, and ot her areas.

So when we tal k about insurance, it's
not -- I'd like to know if you can nake a
recommendati on that as these conpani es open
t hese BESS sites, that they put up a bond to
hel p residents. Because the question is if
there was a fire right now and someone who is
living next to one of these BESS sites, not
only are they probably suffering a decrease

in property value, which is suffering a
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decrease in property taxes being collected by
the city and the state, will their insurance
conpanies say to them W're not going to

i nsure you because you live near a BESS, or
charge a hi gher prem unf

So these are just things | want to put
on the record for you to realize that as you
have your conversations going forward, these
are certainly issues that need to be
addressed. Because it's not like their house
has to burn down, it could just be coated in
what ever pollutants are being rel eased by
these batteries. So that's a very big
concern for ne.

And t hen tal ki ng about nucl ear energy,
|'d like to know if there is -- | know that
you' ve gone back-and-forth on this. But SMRs
| think are a very big thing as far as small
nodul ar reactors. | don't want to say
they're the wave of the future, but 1'd
certainly like to know how you guys feel
about them |In conparison to standard
nucl ear power plants, | believe they're

cheaper to build, easier to operate. They




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

377

kind of run on their own. Don't take that as
aliteral thing. But | knowin California

t hey' re reopened nucl ear power plants and
Googl e has decided to buy 100 percent of the
out put because of their data centers.

And, you know, we're trying to attract
data centers to New York. W're trying to
electrify the state. 1'd like to know where
all this electricity is comng fromif not
from SVRs.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI'S: So two
responses. First, on the topic of insurance.
| appreciate you raising this as well today.
"1l certainly take that under advi senent and
understand better how that nay be
acconplished in New York's siting and
permtting paradi gm

On the topic of nuclear power, we
obvi ously have taken on a big effort to
answer for New Yorkers the very questions
you' re asking, which is what is the
contributions it may nake, what are the risks
that we nay see, what are the costs that

could cone, and ultimately what are the
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t echnol ogi es that we nay depl oy, including
SMRs, anobng ot hers.

So this is all part of the scope that
i s being undertaken.

ASSEMBLYMAN Pl ROZZOLO  Thanks.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Tom O Mara, five mnutes as ranker

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Good afternoon. Thanks for being with
us today.

On the billion-dollar Sustainable
Future Programthe Governor has in the
budget, that appears to nme to basically
enconpass anything and everything that either
cap-and-invest or the Cinmate Superfund were
designed to handle. |Is that correct?

PRESI DENT HARRI' S: The focus that the
Governor has provided on the topic of the
Sust ai nabl e Future Programwoul d really be
| ooking at the needs primarily in our
bui | di ngs and transportati on sectors,
focusing on these | arge capital projects --

as we have ternmed them bondable -- that are
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nore significant infrastructure projects
necessary to get after the two | argest
sources of emi ssions in our state.

So that has been the directive that we
have received, and we | ook forward to worKking
with you to identify projects within those
bounds.

SENATOR O MARA: You're asking for a
billion dollars. Do you have any outline of
proposed projects right now?

PRESI DENT HARRI S: W certainly have
i deas on the projects that m ght neet that
need. This is an entire state ecosystem --

SENATOR O MARA: But you have no |i st
of those for us.

PRESI DENT HARRI S: W have concepts,
certainly.

SENATOR O MARA: Concepts.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Wl |, yes.
Proposal s.

SENATOR O MARA: And we're supposed to
approve a budget with a billion dollars of
concepts that you're not even going to tel

us what they are?
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NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: This is a
process that as | understand it was intended
to advance through her budget. And we | ook
forward to advancing the specific projects.
|"d i magi ne you may have suggestions as well.

SENATCR O MARA:  And there will be no

| egi sl ative review or approval of those

proj ects once we approve this billion-dollar
fund. |Is that correct, the way it's set up?
PRESI DENT HARRIS: | can't speak to

that. Thank you.

SENATOR O MARA: That's the way it
reads to ne.

You know, you just nentioned -- |
think to Senator Wal czyk -- that you expect
we need to increase dispatchable
em ssion-free resources by 18 gigawatts to
nmeet our needs. Can you explain the nunbers
to me? Because ny understanding is we have
capacity right now of somewhere in the
m d- 30 gigawatts available in New York on a
good day. And the proposed outl ook for
demand under the CLCPA and the Cimate Action

Council is somewhere of 120 to 130 gigawatts.
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That's a | ot bigger gap than 18.

How do we cl ose that gap?

PRESI DENT HARRI S: Certainly the work
t hat we conducted through our integration
anal ysis did include a rough doubling of the
capacity of our grid.

| agree the peak demand in New York is
around 30 gigawatts, but our installed
capacity is greater than that.

It is also the case that we saw this
need both fromthe perspective of the
el ectrification that we've discussed multiple
times, but increasingly, of course, the |oad
that we see comi ng upstate fromthe
perspective of the good problemto have,
whi ch is econom c devel opnment opportunities
that we al so want to serve, as well as the
| oad potentially fromelectrolyzers to
generate hydrogen, which is actually part of
the NYI SO s anal ysis as wel |l

Al that to say is we need to build
many, many renewabl es and, to your point, a
| ar ge nunber of dispatchabl e em ssions-free

resources to get fromhere to there.
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SENATCR O MARA:  Now, NYI SO has denand
response prograns that when capacity i s being
maxed out and there's fear of brownouts and
bl ackouts, they encourage consuners to not
use power, whether it's high-I|oad-user
manuf acturers, or whatever, and they get paid
for not using power at those tines.

My understanding is you just |ast week
NYI SO i npl enent ed denmand-response prograns in
the mddle of winter. A very cold week | ast
week. You know, typically these have been
i npl enented during the hot sunmer nonths when
air-conditioning is ranping up. Now we're
seeing themalready in the nmddle of winter.
And we have concerns of neeting our demand
and the reliability of the system going
forward

So what's your response to having to
i npl enent a denmand response program -- and
t he ot her warnings that NYI SO has al ready
gi ven us about concerns of bl ackouts and
br ownout s goi ng forward?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI'S: As |'ve

sai d throughout this hearing, we | ook
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carefully and work carefully with NYI SO
around the studies that are part of their
RNA. And there is definitely contributions
we make to the scenarios that they're

eval uati ng.

The current need is really one that
they've identified in the near termin the
New York City area. |In the outyears of the
2030s, there may be a statew de need. And
these are all things that we are planning
for.

|'d also note, as | had said with sone
pride, the solar contributions this sunmer
reduced peak demand by 6 percent, saving
New Yorkers $90 million

So we have a | ot of resources that we
can be using to address the need for a
reliable grid.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Since the Assenbly has finished except
for a second round, |I'mgoing to take ny
10 minutes as Finance chair.

(O f the record.)
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CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER:  You can go first
if you like.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Okay, M. Brown,
you can go.

ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROAN:  Hel | o,

President Harris, how are you? N ce to see

you.
NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Li kew se.
ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROWN:  So ny mai n
guestions relay around the fact -- you know,
we had -- LIPA brought tax certiorari cases

that affected my district in particular. But
we have, you know, the Northport Power
Station and we have the fornmer Shoreham

Nucl ear Power Pl ant, both of which have major
subst ati ons.

And in talking with a fell ow nmenber
from Queens, in the city, Con Edison is doing
everything they can to try to maxi m ze the
use of those power station properties in
order to keep the tax base up.

Are we doing everything in our
power -- is NYSERDA doing everything in their

power to nake use of those properties and
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t hose substations for both Northport and
Shor eham such that we can keep up those tax
rat eabl es? Thanks.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Certainly
the utilization of existing power plants is
part of our work, both fromthe perspective
of frankly the value they provide -- the
infrastructure itself is extraordinarily
val uable. And on Long Island in particular,
we of course saw nany of fshore wi nd conpanies
really | ooking at these |ocations as
potential points of interconnection as a
result.

W will and anticipate continuing our
work in two ways. One, as we depl oy toward
our energy storage goals, the utilization of
these sites as a potential place for those
storage systens to be |ocated. But also from
t he perspective of the broader planning, we
were just discussing the fact that we have
resources to aid in the planning efforts for
those sites as well.

So those are sonme exanples; |'msure

there's nore.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

386

ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROWN:  So is there
any plans on the books that you can refer us
to that we could | ook at? Because |I'm sure
both the school district and the town --
whi ch, you know, is a recipient of a |ot of
this -- the tax noney fromLIPA -- would be
interested. And National Gid, because the
plant is owned by National Gid.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRIS: | don't
have any that cone to nmnd at the nonent, but
|"msure ny teamwuld. So we could
certainly follow up with you. And --

ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROAN:  Wbul d you,
pl ease?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: -- thank
you for the question.

ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROAN: Great, thank
you. Thank you, Chair.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

kay, let's take a stab at ny
10 minutes as ranker -- as chair now, thank
you.

So, so many questions have been asked

of you, Doreen, and | just want to try to get
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sonme clarification, because | don't agree
with many of the questioners, for the record.
But the discussion of our CLCPA having a cost
of multiple hundreds of billions of dollars,

| believe that integration analysis that was
being referred to also found that the
benefits outweigh the costs by $115 billion.
Am | correct?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI'S: You are
correct. | have finally found that note in
my page. So many nunbers. So it estimted
the costs between 270 and 295 billion through
2050. And to your point, the value of the
benefits far exceeded that on the order of
400 to $415 billion over the same tine frane.

So our broad conclusion was that the
costs of inaction were exceeded -- exceeded
the cost of action by nore than $115 billion.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And it's also ny understanding that if
we stay with the status quo and just continue
with our system of natural gas distribution,
updating that infrastructure will cost us

$150 billion in repairs over the tinme frane
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of the CLCPA to nove to renewables. Am
of f base there?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI'S: You are not
of f base, Senator. This was the netric that
| had quoted that | think is very inportant
to highlight. This includes investnents in
fuels, infrastructure, equipnent. Al of it
is part of our current energy system

And | think notably the fact that we
see half of the state's installed generating
capacity turning at |east 45 years old this
year means that irrespective of our clinate
law, we are |ooking at an unprecedented
anount of investnent. And very nuch the
investnments in clean energy and a resilient
grid will be far nore beneficial than costly
to New Yorkers.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And several of ny coll eagues raised
concerns about the safety of ESS, |arge-scale
battery storage. And | just want to conpare
that from 2010 to 2022, nationally there were
an average of 286 natural gas expl osions

every year. There was an estimted 630, 000
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| eaks in 2020. In that same tine period,

expl osions injured over 700 people and killed
140 people. And 2023 was the worst year
since 2004 for catastrophic gas-rel ated hone
and buil di ng explosions, including 25 in the
| ast year here in New York State

NYSERDA did a big study, | guess you
commi ssioned a big study in 2020 about ESS
storage and the future of it. 1Is it nearly
as dangerous as the systemwe're living
under ?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI' S: Thank you
for the question, because this is the area
that we really need to think about, which is
where do risks exist in the systemthat we
have.

You referenced sone very inportant
metrics. | have nyself | ooked at the
security of the fuel systemthat we have
today. W are nonitoring fuel supplies on
behal f of New York, and I amhere to tell you
there are real challenges that we see every
winter with the availability of fuels and, to

your point, the safety of those fuels as
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wel | .

So we need to | ook squarely in the eye
around the topic of the reality that we're
living within. And fundanentally, the fact
that specifically energy storage with 160
gigawatts installed globally, is a technol ogy
that i s advanci ng.

There are chall enges with any
technol ogy. You've identified some. And
that we need to really ook at this on
bal ance and bring forward the best sol utions
for New Yorkers, which I very nuch believe we
are doi ng.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And again, ny colleagues, as aml, are
very concerned about the costs of energy for
oursel ves and our constituents. So ny
understanding i s New Yorkers spend right now,
on gas and di esel for our vehicles, about
$40 billion a year. Do you know if that's
correct?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: | believe
it is. | would have to doubl e-check, but

that is the netric | --




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

391

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  And then | was

al so advised that of that $40 billion a year
we're paying out, $34 billion a year is
flowng to out-of-state conpanies. |Is that
correct?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: That is
correct.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And because internal conbustion is so
inefficient, is it actually possible that for
every dollar we're paying for oil and gas,
we're only getting 30 cents of val ue back?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: There are
i nefficiencies in conbustion technol ogi es.

CHAIl RMOVAN KRUEGER: So you woul d
basically agree that other forms of energy
are actually probably not only cheaper but,
per dollar spent, a better use of noney?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: | think
that point can be made. O course, very
dependent on the potential application of it.

But | think you' ve pointed out sone --
sonme realities with our existing systemthat

are worthy of note.
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CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And a | ot of people have asked about
nucl ear, and you and | tal ked about it as
well privately. You said over 100 conpani es

may have responded to the request for "are
you interested.” Are we talking about
conmpani es who want to build nucl ear power
plants for their private purposes, their
private manufacturing, their Al, their data
centers, Mcron? O are we tal king about new
energy that would actually go into the grid
to help us all?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI'S: So | want
to be clear. W had 100-pl us responses to
the RFI. Sone -- they ran the ganut.
| nterested communities, colleges and
uni versities, workforce training centers,
supply chain conpani es.

But specific to your question, there
are entities that are interested in deploying
advanced nucl ear technologies. W call it
behind the neter. By that | nean it would
actually be sited at the |ocation of the

|l oad, so it would be next to a user of
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electricity of whatever sort -- a data
center, a sem conductor manufacturer,

et cetera. W see that from conpanies |ike
M crosoft signing contracts to actually
utilize nucl ear power.

But this technology -- the
technol ogies that we are investigating are
all the way fromthe mcro-reactors that
could be sited in very specialized ways al
the way up to the conventional generators
that we see the technology is known as the
AP1000. They're called Gen Il1+, but they
are large generators that would not serve a
particul ar user but, rather, the grid wit
| ar ge.

So we're really not choosing a
t echnol ogy, but rather eval uating the
| andscape.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: So ny col | eague
Senat or Har ckham al ready poi nted out concerns
in one of his own communities about the
radi ati on and spent rods reality for that
comunity forever.

|f these are plants that are being
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intended to be built by private conpani es,

"' massum ng on |land that they already own,
are they then exenpt fromthe community's
right to say, W don't actually want to |ive
next to a nucl ear power plant and spent rods?
O is it still going to be the same process
that we assune is in place for nucl ear power
plants if they're owned by a utility conmpany
for novenent of energy into the grid?

|s there any way that these conpanies
could actually avoid the participation of
their conmunities in the siting and approval ?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S:  You ask a
great question, in part because the answer
wi |l depend on the type of technology in that
range that | amreferring to.

One inportant aspect of this is what
will be subject to federal purview | know
we had di scussed that, and the Nucl ear
Regul at ory Conmission's role in these
projects on a goi ng-forward basis.

Irrespective of the permtting regine
or the oversight regi ne, nake no m st ake

about it. Wiat we are looking to dois to
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identify the use cases that may be applicable
for advanced nucl ear technol ogi es, and that
woul d i nclude comunities that actually may
want to host a project -- like that's where
our starting position is, because of the
value that it may provide.

The Future Energy Econony Sumnmt
i ncl uded many individual s and el ected
of ficials who obviously represent districts
t hat host existing nuclear power plants, and
their viewis they would appreciate nore.
But there may be other comunities that are
simlarly situated. That's really part of
what we're going to be looking at in the
com ng years.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUECGER: Wl |, based on
t he news com ng out of Washi ngton while we
all sit in this hearing room there will be
no federal oversight of anything.

My time is up. | believe we give it
to the Assenbl ynmenber for closing.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Didi Barrett,
Assenbl ywoman Barrett for her three-mnute

second round.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT:  Thank you.

| just have a couple of quick
guestions that | couldn't get to before.

One is | had asked the first panel,
since you're the second panel -- it seemns
i ke yesterday -- but in the Governor's 2024
State of the State, NYSERDA and DEC were
charged with a study on C ean Transportation
St andard, C ean Fuel Standard. And | asked
Comm ssi oner Mahar; he said ask you what the
status of the study is and when do you
expect it to be released and what that
process has been.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Yes, thank
you. Thanks for the question. | did hear
you ask the interim comn ssioner.

And our work is definitely noving
forward in a tinely manner on that very
speci fic study.

|'"d say what we are learning is al so
the fact that we see these types of policies
as being highly conplenentary to other
policies that we are al so considering such --

and advanci ng, sorry, such as cap-and-invest,
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where we saw specifically on the Wst Coast
t hese Cl ean Transportation Standards not only
bringing forward a nmultitude of fuels that
that we had been tal ki ng about as potenti al
assets, but also a |arge nunber of
investrments in the electrification of
transportation, which we've al so discussed
today is central to our transition as well.

So we are committed to issuing that
study just as soon as we wap up our work. |
think it will be inportant for us to talk
about, much |ike we're tal king about
di spat chabl e enmi ssions-free resources. |
think a Clean Transportation Standard is an
area that we collectively should | ook at
relative to all of the other policies that
are before us.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN BARRETT: Certainly, you
know, the truck and the EV charging -- |
nmean, it all seens to be related to that, and
just the idea of decarbonizing conmunities
that, you know, have been the recipients of
so nmuch pollution, right away.

So when were you hoping to have that
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done?

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI'S: | can't
report an exact tineline, but I know from our
teamthat the work is continuing in a rapid
pace. So | wouldn't expect it to be too
| ong.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Before the end
of our session, nmaybe? O is that --

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Wl I, it
may be anbitious, but certainly this year.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: This year,
okay. Thank you.

And then just the other question is
about the $500 nmillion that were -- the
reapprop for offshore wind. | know that
NYSERDA had issued an RFP that was intended
to award sone of the funds, and that was
targeted to be awarded in Septenber of '24.

However, that never was announced, and
| just wanted to know what the status of the
RFP was. And are there viable projects that
are still being considered based on existing
criteria, or have you put this on hold, or

what's that?
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NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: So the RFP
is not on hold, but it is certainly needing
to be informed -- certainly the federa
el ection has bearing on the industry and its
| ong-term pl ans.

So we thought it best to sort of take
stock of those inpacts. W received sone
really exciting projects, and |I'm confident
that at |east some will nove forward. But
believe it is in the best interest and
prudent to evaluate those projects in |ight
of this very significantly changed federa
cont ext .

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Got it. Thank
you. Thanks very rmuch. Thanks so nuch for
bei ng here.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Al'l right. So we
have conpleted all the questions -- well, not
all the questions, but within our tine frame.
Want to thank you very nmuch for your work and
your participation here today.

And we're going to allow you to | eave,
and in fact we're going to encourage you to

nmove quickly out. And if anybody tries to
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foll ow you, deal with themin the hallway or
ignore themin the hallway, whatever you

wi sh, but don't have the conversation here.
Thank you very much

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: Thank you,
Chair Krueger. And thank you to the nenbers.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

NYSERDA PRESI DENT HARRI S: And the
conmi ttee.

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUECER:  And with that,
|"mgoing to call up Panel C, which is both
the New York State Public Service Conm ssion
Rory Christian, chair, and the New York Power
Aut hority, Justin Driscoll, president and
CEQ.

And for those of you who are hoping to
go after this panel, just renmenber it gets
much quicker with all of you because there's
only three mnutes you're allowed to testify,
three mnutes for us to ask. If anyone | ooks
at their watch and realizes |I've just got to
get on that train home, just |et someone in
the front know that you've | eft your

testinmony or you've filed it with us, but
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you're not going to be able to be here, so
we're not | ooking all over the building for
you. Thank you very much

(Pause.)

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  CGood af t er noon,
gent | enen.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Good
af t ernoon.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Do you have a
pref erence of which one of you goes first?
Did you discuss it anobngst yoursel ves?

Ckay, so you're going to go first,
Rory?

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  Yeah, thank you,
Senat or Krueger. |If you please, | would like
to go first.

CHAIl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Absol utely. So
we're going to allow both conm ssioners to
testify, and then we get to ask them
guestions. They're in a panel format.

Ckay, thank you. Start whenever.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. Al right. Good
afternoon, everyone.

First, | want to thank you for having
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this hearing today and allowing us to be
here. It's an honor to be before you to
di scuss these natters of inportance to you
and the citizens of New York

My name is Rory Christian. 1'mthe
chair of the Public Service Comm ssion and
the CEO of the Departnent of Public Service.

And I'd Iike to give a special thanks
to Chair Krueger, Chair Pretlow, and the
ot her distinguished | egislative nenbers here
t oday.

The welfare of all New Yorkers and the
operation of the state's econony depends on
the safe and reliable access to affordable
energy, water, steam tel ecomunications, and
cabl e services. The departnent and the
commi ssion were established by statute to
oversee the utility conpani es that own and
operate the infrastructure through which
custoners receive these essential services,
and in doing so to protect these custoners
from abuse.

Qur agency's mssion is to ensure

these entities provide safe and reliabl e,
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secure utility service at just and reasonabl e
rates, all in alignment with the state's

| aws, including the Cimte Leadership and
Community Protection Act. Pursuit of this

m ssi on works hand-in-glove with

Governor Hochul's conmtnent to an affordable
and reliable clean energy future.

Today, after nore than a decade of
energy usage that has largely remained flat,
due in large part to hard-won gains in energy
ef ficiency through various state policies,
forecasts now show el ectricity demand ri sing
significantly in the com ng years to keep
pace with new industries and econom c
devel opnent, as well as the electrification
of buildings and transportation throughout
t he state.

Through the Governor's | eadership, we
are bringing new jobs and businesses to
New York -- in great part because the state's
commtment to clean energy aligns with their
corporate policies and goals -- and advanci ng
our transition to a clean energy econony.

Cl ean energy will provide the backbone
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for continued econom c growth in New York
consistent with the principles enshrined in
the departnent's mssion: affordability and
reliability. But to neet the chall enge of
this nmonment, we need to nmake significant
i nvestnments -- investnments in generation and
transm ssi on, maxim zing our resources to
benefit consumers -- and proactively plan for
our future energy system and the increasing
uncertainties under which these systens
oper at e.

Over the past year, the departnent and
t he conmm ssion have taken several steps to
advance these priorities. The departnment has
progressed the Coordi nated Gid Pl anning
Process, which will enable the conm ssion and
the state's utilities to identify where
transm ssion and distribution investnents
woul d make the nbst sense and enabl e the
i ntegration of clean energy resources.

The conmi ssion | aunched a Proactive
Pl anni ng Proceeding to identify where
transportation and building electrification

will require grid upgrades.
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And, follow ng the Governor's
directive in the 2024 State of the State
address, the conm ssion also initiated the
Gid of the Future Proceeding, to increase
t he depl oynent and use of flexible resources
in grid planning and operations to ensure New
York gets nmaxinmal value fromits grid and
avai | abl e demand si de resources.

I n addition, the conm ssion approved a
new framework for the state to achieve a
nation-| eading 6 gigawatts of energy storage
by 2030. The departnent has continued noving
the Zero Em ssions by 2040 Proceeding
forward, nost recently devel oping a white
paper for comm ssion consideration. The
department and comm ssi on have al so conti nued
to steer the devel opnent of gas utilities
| ong-term gas pl ans.

Fol | owi ng the passage of the RAPID Act
in the 2024 budget, the Ofice of Renewable
Energy Siting, known to nany of you as ORES,
was transferred to the departnent to create a
one-stop shop for siting and permtting ngjor

renewabl e energy generation and el ectric
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transm ssion projects. The RAPID Act
prioritizes transparency, comunity
engagenent, environnental protection, and
faster decision-making to enhance the pace of
proj ect inplenmentation.

And | can say in 2024 al one, ORES
i ssued four final siting permts for major
renewabl e energy facilities, representing
col l ectively over 600 negawatts of new cl ean
energy, providing enough electricity to power
over 160, 000 homes throughout the state.

In addition to these mmjor policy
actions, the conmm ssion continues to build on
its long history of evaluating emerging risks
to ensure safe, reliable, and resilient
operations of our energy systens. Over the
past year, the conmm ssion eval uated seasona
and | ong-term weat her trends, wi nter and
surmer gas and el ectric systemreadi ness,
cybersecurity threats, economc trends and
supply chain concerns to current and
potential future energy policies.

The conmm ssion approved el ectric

energency response plans for the state's




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

407

maj or electric utilities. And the departnent
continued to coordi nate energency response
for stormrelated utility inmpacts. The
comi ssion al so approved the Cinmate Change
Resiliency Plans filed by nmany of New York's
utilities, while also initiating a proceeding
to devel op uni form best-in-class protections
for extreme heat, to ensure our citizens are
pr ot ect ed.

These actions underscore the
commi ssion's comitnent to ensuring
i nvestnments in our energy system and ensuring
that they are designed to withstand the
i npacts of a changing climate while
mtigating energy burdens for utility
cust oners.

A key role of the conmm ssion and the
departnment is to review rate cases and,
t hrough this process, deliver rates that
strike a bal ance -- a bal ance between
affordability, reliability, and safety. In
the | ast year the commi ssion decided five
maj or electric, gas, and water utility rate

cases, adopting rates well below utilities'
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initial requests, avoiding roughly half a
billion dollars in costs to ratepayers.

The rate case process is only one of
t he various actions taken by the comm ssion
and the departnent to work to advance energy
affordability. The comm ssion and the
department are committed to pursuing the goa
t hat New York househol ds shoul d not pay nore
than 6 percent of their incone towards energy
costs.

Thanks to the | eadership of the
Governor and the Legislature, in 2024 the
conmi ssi on established a $200 million
New York State energy bill credit that was
adm nistered by the state's large electric
and gas utilities, making nore than
$1.4 billion available to New York consuners
to help offset energy costs when conbi ned
with prior efforts to reduce utility arrears.

The Departnent is al so expandi ng
eligibility for the Energy Affordability
Policy, EAP, naking it available to al
househol ds at or below the state's nedian

income |level. Additionally, departnent staff




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

409

worked with utilities to inplenent Governor
Hochul "s | egi sl ati on designed to increase
enrollment in utility energy affordability
progranms by expandi ng automatic enrol | nent.
This work was done in coordination with the
O fice of Tenporary Disability Assistance and
the state's utilities.

The conmi ssion al so acted on
Governor Hochul's directive to inplenent the
statewide Solar for Al programto
efficiently deliver clean energy savings to
| owi nconme househol ds.

The conmm ssion and the depart nment
continuously identify opportunities to
strengthen utility oversight and enhance
consuner protections. In 2024, the
conmi ssion |levied over $23 mllion in
penal ties against five utilities for failing
to neet their 2023 custoner service
standards. The conmi ssion al so secured
anot her $115 mllion cunul atively from
utility sharehol ders in enforcenent
proceedi ngs against utilities that the

department's O fice of Investigations and
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Enf orcenent all eged viol ated the
Public Service Law or other regul ations.

Addi tionally, the comm ssion approved
an enforcenment settlement with
Charter Comrunications to further expand
access to affordabl e broadband for | owincone
custonmers across the state. This action was
furthered by the conm ssion's recent action
to reinstate the Affordabl e Broadband Act,
whi ch connects qualifying | owincomne
househol ds with service at just $15 per
nonth. New York becane the first state in
the nation to require internet service
providers to offer this di scounted broadband
service, and the comm ssion will work to
ensure all providers fully conply with the
I aw.

The Governor has al so proposed a
budget that will help us build on these
successes. The 2025-'26 State of the State
and Executive Budget includes $149 mllion in
funding to support the departnment's
operations, and calls on the departnent to

advance several proposals to align econonic
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devel opnent and clean energy initiatives in a
way that |lowers the cost of the clean energy
transition.

To align the devel opnent of clean
energy generation and transm ssi on expansi on
pl ans, the Governor called on the departnent
to identify Clean Energy Zones. C ean Energy
Zones Will build on the departnment's
Coordi nated Gid Pl anning Proceeding to
reduce project risks, further engage
comunities, and support econom c devel opnent
with clean energy generation and transm ssion
depl oynent .

Anot her new program the Pronote
Qpportunity with Electric Readi ness for
Under devel oped Properties, or PONER UP, is
designed to create power-ready sites to
attract new businesses to the state, with a
$300 million conmtnrent in seed funding.

I n conclusion, we are well-positioned
to deliver our core mssion and neet
Governor Hochul's anbitious agenda, and we
are grateful for the Legislature's continued

support .
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This concludes ny remarks, and | | ook
forward to your questions.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Chairs
Krueger and Pretlow, distinguished nenbers of
the commttees and Legislature, great to be
here with you this afternoon.

My name is Justin Driscoll, and I'm
t he president and chief executive officer of
t he New York Power Authority. Thank you for
t he opportunity to appear today to discuss
Governor Hochul's Executive Budget proposal.

| will begin by enphasizing the broad
reach of NYPA's work and summari zi ng NYPA' s
core mission of providing clean, reliable,
and affordabl e energy for all New Yorkers.
W serve as a critical entity in our state's
energy infrastructure, shepherded by the
| eadershi p of Governor Hochul and the
Legi sl ature.

As many of you know, NYPA is the
| argest state public power organization in
the country. W generate up to one-quarter
of the electricity produced in the state, and

our overhead, underground and submari ne
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transm ssion |lines nake up one-third of the
state's high-voltage network. This portfolio
continues to expand to neet the needs of our
resi dents and busi nesses.

NYPA is conmitted to our mission to
|l ead the transition to a carbon-free,
econoni cal ly vi brant New York through
cust oner partnerships, innovative energy
solutions and the responsi bl e supply of
af fordabl e, clean and reliable electricity.
We have nore than 1,100 custoners across
vari ous public and private segnents, as
provi ded under our state and federal | aws,
and our customners include large and small
busi nesses, not-for-profit organi zations,
hospitals, airports, comrunity-owned el ectric
systens, and state and nuni ci pal governments
and utilities. NYPA s hydropower, an
i mportant economni c devel opnment took, supports
nore than 450,000 jobs in the state.

NYPA is also |l eading the state's clean
energy transition through our electric
nmobility program known as EVol ve NY, which

provi des pat hways and expertise in installing
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critical infrastructure along key travel
corridors. As of Decenber 31, 2024, we have
executed contracts providing for the
installation of 394 EV charging stations
around the state, under EVolve, with 212 now
i n operation.
We al so support the electrification of
public transportation and municipal fleets,
i ncluding the Niagara Frontier Transportation
Aut hority and the Metropolitan Transportation
Aut hority. W also provide technica
assi stance and funding for |ocal governnents
to devel op their own EV chargi ng networKks.
NYPA' s decar boni zation efforts al so
i nclude our traditional behind-the-nmeter or
custoner-sited solar power deploynent, via
partnerships with school districts,
muni ci palities, colleges, transportation
agenci es, airports, wastewater treatnent
pl ants, and other public entities to install
photovoltaic arrays at their facilities,
coupled with battery energy storage. These
i nclude the |argest solar carport canopy in

the state, and the only solar array at a
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wast ewat er treatnment plant in New York

NYPA is al so working with New York
City to deploy solar PV systens at nore than
50 K-12 public school rooftops, providing
vi si bl e and concrete exanples of the
renewabl e energy future to inspire future
generati ons.

Al this great work is part of the
full suite of services to help our customers
and other entities align with the state's
energy and greenhouse gas emn ssion reduction
goal s.

As a further exanple of this customer
wor k, the 2023-2024 State Budget authorized
NYPA to |l ead the state's Decarboni zation
Leader shi p Program and prepare
decar boni zati on action plans for 15 of the
hi ghest emtting state-owned facilities in
the state. 1In response, we are devel opi ng
energy and em ssions profiles for the
identified facilities as well as
decar boni zati on action plans, including for
the conplex we are sitting in here today.

Qur plans include identified viable
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pat hways such as fuel switching fromnatura
gas to electricity for cooling systens,
energy efficiency gains in buildings, and
beneficial electrification for heating. And
as the next step, Governor Hochul announced a
$100 million project to electrify the chiller
systens in this conplex, to be in
construction |late next year, with conpletion
by 2029.

And while our path to increased
renewabl e energy devel opnent at the utility
scale is a major part of NYPA' s future, NYPA
remai ns commtted to our core generation and
transm ssion future. Mre than 80 percent of
NYPA' s el ectric generation is clean,
renewabl e hydropower, generated froma
portfolio of generation assets, from our
St. Lawence- FDR N agara Power projects to
our small hydro plants and our punped storage
plant in G| boa.

And to continue to suppl enenta
af fordabl e, clean and reliable energy to our
custoners, NYPA is leading the way in the

state's biggest transm ssion overhaul in
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decades. No entity, public or private, is
doi ng nore transm ssion work in New York
right now than the Power Authority, and we're
commtted to reinforcing New York's aging
power grid to alleviate transm ssion

bottl enecks and to enhance el ectric system
reliability.

| will next provide sone exciting
updat es on our inplenentation of the broad
new responsi bilities NYPA received in the
2023- 2024 enacted State Budget. This law, as
you all know, has four principal conponents:
utility-scal e renewabl e devel opnent;
wor kf orce training support; the REACH
program and deactivation of our peaker
plants in the city.

Wth respect to the latter, NYPA is on
schedul e to publish a plan in the second
guarter of this year to stop generating
electricity with fossil fuel at these plants
by the end of 2030. Currently NYPA has
signed two term sheets with devel opers of
battery energy storage projects for the

Harl em Ri ver and Gowanus power plants, and is
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in active negotiation on three nore term
sheets for our Brentwood, Hellgate and Pouch
power plants. These battery storage
facilities will provide dispatchable,

em ssions-free power to help neet the future
reliability of New York's electric system
and NYPA will continue to solicit conmunity
views on the future of these sites as the
initial phaseout plan is finalized. And this
plan will be conpl eted and published in My
of this year.

Anot her charge we were given under the
expanded authority is the devel opnment of the
Renewabl e Energy Access and Community Hel p,
or REACH, program And under REACH, NYPA
will develop a portfolio of renewabl e energy
generation projects and distribute a portion
of the revenue fromthose projects to the
state's investor-owned utilities, who wll
use these funds to generate bill credits for
| ow- and noderat e-i ncone energy consumers in
di sadvant aged conmuni ti es.

And on Cctober 16, 2024, the PSC

granted our petition establishing a
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regul atory framework to allow the electric
utilities to receive funds fromthe
Power Authority to credit the electric bills
of these ratepayers. |nvestor-owned
utilities have now filed tariff nodifications
and program i npl ementati on plans, and we have
signed inpl enenting agreenents with the
utilities to enable the transfer of funds to
i mpl enent REACH as revenues becone avail abl e
fromthese new projects. And NYPA expects
bill credits to becone avail able as projects
are built and cone into operation.

Next, some of our proudest work under
t he new aut hority has been w thin our
wor kf orce training and devel opnent program
Since May of 2024, NYPA has awar ded
$20 mllion for training workers for
enpl oyment in the renewabl e energy field.
The investnents will assist in training New
Yorkers for work rangi ng from nmai nt enance of
wind and solar facilities to aerial-drone
structural inspections, and will also include
training in heating, ventilation, and

ai r-condi tioni ng mai ntenance to support
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el ectric vehicle chargi ng equi prent.

And with respect to renewabl e
devel opnent, we are excited that NYPA is now
a devel oper of utility-scal e renewabl e
generation resources for the benefit of the
state. Last year we set out to develop a
renewabl e generation strategic plan to
outline our vision for renewabl es under this
new authority, and this norning our board of
trustees approved our first plan, after a
robust three-nonth public comment period
where NYPA received input from over
400 st akehol ders from di verse regi ons
t hroughout the state. And we held 12 public
heari ngs and one virtual public hearing
across the state to collect that input. W
al so received over 5,000 witten comments to
further informthis historic expansion of
renewabl es across the state.

Al'l feedback was conpil ed and

publ i shed on our website, and we're grateful

to the nmenbers of the Assenbly and Senate who

attended sonme of these public hearings and

wrote public conments and engaged with their
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constituents throughout the process.

As of today, NYPA has successfully
identified 37 proposed projects with a total
capacity of 3 gigawatts across the state, and
we continue to assess the econom cs,
comunity inpacts, and real estate
consi derations for each project.

Let ne also say that NYPA' s statute
requires us to receive public feedback on our
pl ans for new renewabl es devel oped under this
authority, including any future updates
through the strategic plan. W intend to
update the plan with nore projects in the
first half of 2025, as we are currently
evaluating up to 3 gigawatts of additiona
projects for inclusion. And we |ook forward
to your continued engagenment on future
updat es.

To put us in the best position, NYPA
has established financial structures and
ot her neasures to do this work. W created a
subsidiary, as authorized by the Legislature,
and we authorized $100 million in bond

i ssuance for the first tranche of projects.
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And we al so issued a request for
gualifications to identify potenti al
private-sector partners for the devel opnment
of this work.

We're al so very excited about Governor
Hochul ' s announcenent in her State of the
State that NYPA and OGS are col |l aborating on
a contractual structure that will allow NYPA
to enter into contracts to supply state
agencies with renewabl e enerqgy.

Finally, one note on the canal system
if I could. W're excited also for the
inclusion of the $50 million appropriation,
as was the case |ast year, to do the
i mportant work of nmintaining the canal
systemin a safe and reliable way.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW (M <c off.) Senator
Har ckham chair of the Senate Environnent al
Commi tt ee.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you very
much, M. Chair. Geat to see you in that
seat, by the way.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Conpared to | ast
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year.

Thank you. Good afternoon, gentlenen,
both of you. Forgive ny lack of formality.
| only have three mnutes in this round.

So first question to
President Driscoll. Let's talk alittle bit
about Build Public Renewables. The first
tranche of projects was announced; fanfare to
some, criticismto others. And you said that
there woul d be a second and a third tranche
of projects com ng.

Can you give us an update on where the
next rounds are and what the thinking is and
how much capital ?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Well, it's
top of mnd and fresh in mnd because | just
came from our board neeting this norning
where we approved the plan. And | prom sed
t he board that we would be back to them at
our July meeting, no later than our July
neeting this year, with an anmendnment to the
pl an.

You may recall that any amendnents

require a new public comrent period of
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30 days, and so we'll be doing a public
comment period and conducting one public
heari ng, which is required under the

| egi sl ation.

And this is going to be an ongoi ng
effort. | mean, this is just our Year 1
deliverable, if you wll. | mean, we're
trying to achieve the state's 70 by 30 goal,
and also its 2040 clean energy grid goal. So
this is going to be an ongoi ng process that
we'll be conducti ng.

And t he reason why we've al ready
identified certain projects that weren't in
the strategic plan was because once we went
for public comrent on the strategic plan in
Oct ober, we couldn't anmend that to include
addi ti onal projects.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  All right. I'm
sorry, we just had a little side bar about
tim ng.

Thank you. Thank you for that.

Chair Christian, you talked a little
bit about clean energy and the grid. The

specific question is we know a kil owatt of
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cl ean energy is | ess expensive now than a

kil owatt of carbon energy. Regardless of the
cl ean energy benefits, what are the benefits
of clean energy to the grid in New York?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: Wl |, one of the
primary benefits of incorporating clean
energy into the grid in New York is sonething
that President Harris nentioned earlier, the
concept of resource diversity.

Having a variety of resources
provi di ng energy reduces the risk to the
system by having a lot of variability and
allowing you to rely on the different
resources at different tines in different
ways. Wnd, solar, hydro -- all the
di fferent renewabl es have different
characteristics and capabilities that when
taken as a whol e, can be used in conjunction
to support each other. And when you add
batteries to the m x, that adds even greater
flexibility and opportunity.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you.

Now a question actually sort of for

both of you on the affordability piece.
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We'll start with you, President Driscoll. |
was at one of your charging stations | ast
ni ght on Washi ngton Avenue. Still |ess
expensive than when | used to fill my tank
wi th gas, but not cheap. And | was speaking
to a gentleman who was in the space next to
me who is from Canada, and he said that the
price to charge in Canada is about a third of
what he found he's paying in New York

So specifically on the chargi ng side,
what can we do to make it nore affordabl e?

And then to you, Chair Christian, the
role of the PSC in ensuring, the best you
can, affordable rates for New Yorkers.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: So let ne --
"1l take a crack at the first piece of that.
| think obviously the energy prices are set
by the NYI SO price of electricity, so that
plays a role in the cost of charging and the
electricity that's delivered at the site.

| will also say that a way to cut
costs is to have prograns |ike the Make Ready
program that the comm ssion enacted that

actual ly provided subsidies to the utilities
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for building the underlying infrastructure.
That' s obvi ously, you know, costly to the
devel oper or an entity |ike NYPA putting in
our chargers.

But we're al ways | ooking closely at
the pricing. | |ooked recently, our EVol ved
pricing is cheaper than sonme of the
private-sector charging in the sane zones.
So that's a good thing. And we'll continue
to work on keeping the prices as |ow as we
can.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN.  And to echo
President Driscoll -- well, | couldn't have
said it better nyself.

Qur Make Ready chargi ng program the
goal of that is to expand access to public
chargi ng, any charging for EVs throughout the
state, particularly in areas where the
private sector may not be so inclined to
invest without the additional incentives and
support -- rural areas, suburban areas, and
ot her parts of the state.

So this program has grown

significantly. W' ve increased the target
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for the nunber of charging stations in the
| ast few years by nore than threefold,
because we' ve seen trenmendous growh. And
we're seeing that year over year both in
terms of the nunber of EVs that are being
depl oyed, but it's also growing in tandem
wi th the nunber of charging stations.

We know we need to put nore charging
stations in, and so we nonitor these prograns
regularly. W do midpoint reviews halfway
t hrough the programterm and endpoi nt
reviews as well, to gauge and eval uate
success and reevaluate how to go in the next
revi ew peri od.

But in addition to that, we also
encourage utilities to provide prograns that
allow for flexible pricing. | can't speak to
what ki nd of prograns exi st in Canada that
this individual was using, but the flexible
pricing prograns we offer allow | ow cost
chargi ng during of f-peak periods when there's
cheap power available on the grid. And it
encourages that use and it di scourages

chargi ng during periods where there's |imted
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supply avail abl e or nore expensive resources.

So we at the comm ssion encourage the
utilities to deploy that kind of measure, and
we work with themto make sure that it is
aligned to both neet the needs of EV drivers
but al so support the overall health and
wel | -being of the grid.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you both for
your responses.

This question is for you, Chair
Christian. Last year the Ofice of Renewable
Energy Siting was put under your portfolio,
as well as transm ssion. How has that
i ntegration gone between bringing that over
from Departnment of State? Can you give us an
update on that, please?

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  Sure, happy to.
So the integration frommy perspective is
going swmmngly. The putting of the two
organi zati ons together | think nmakes perfect
sense for a nunber of different reasons. In
many ways when you're building the
generation, you're also building

transm ssion, so collocating the two offices
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together with simlar resources, |ooking at
di fferent areas, makes sense from an

ef ficiency and a cost containment for us
per specti ve.

So we are currently going through the
process of doing that integration. |It's been
alittle less than a year. W are working
together to bring everybody into the fold and
i ntegrate various operations, ensuring
uni form enail s, tel ephone nunbers, things
like that, the admi nistrative functions. But
we're also noving forward with the
devel opnent of the RAPID Act, putting forward
new permtting and siting regulations to
streaniine the siting of both renewable
energy and transmi ssion in support of the

various transm ssion goals we have at the

st at e.
So that's all going well right now.
SENATOR HARCKHAM  All right. Thank
you. | know in past years we heard testinony

that there had been a backlog when it canme to
permt applications. 1Is -- and that has been

decreasi ng over the years. But is there
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currently a backlog of applications? And if
there is, is your commi ssion and your team
are they noving through that tranche of
appl i cations?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. Right. So the
head of ORES is the final arbiter of the
applications, Zeryai Hagos. He was recently
appoi nted executive director. He is
overseeing that group and the permtting
process. So just to make the distinction
bet ween the conmmi ssion and -- that function
remains with the executive director.

My understanding is we're noving
t hrough the backlog and we're addressing it
at pace. And with the new permtting
requi renents, we'll be able to nove even
faster.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Al'l right, thank
you both for your testinony.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
dick

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  Just a coupl e of
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guestions, President Driscoll.

How rmuch nore transmission lines is
there an estimate that we need, and where?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: That's a
great question.

There have been estimates of the total
bui | dout of the transm ssion system
nationally, you know, in the hundreds of
billions of dollars across the entire
country.

Just given the aging nature of the
grid and buil ding out of new generation
assets around the state, | would say that
we're going to -- and we are, at NYPA, both
upgr adi ng and addi ng new transm ssion |ines,
and that includes work in the North Country
to unbottle wind generation that's been
having -- been constrained in the
North Country. So addi ng additional -capacity
transm ssion in the North Country.

We sol ved for one of the nost
congested portions of the high-voltage grid
between the Utica area and Al bany, called the

Central East Interface, where we did a
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project with Ellis Power to al so upgrade that
t ransm ssi on.

So we're doing projects like that. W
have the Propel project that nany of you are
famliar with on Long Island, which will both
provide a resiliency benefit to Long Island
by under groundi ng 345-kV transm ssi on but
al so enabling the delivery of the offshore
wi nd projects onto Long Island and even off
Long Island, to take power upstate. |It's
going to be by directional transm ssion
lines, so you could see with shifting peaks
and demand that you could potentially need to
nove power up fromthe downstate region
upstate in the future -- which is sonething
that transm ssion planners are thinking
about .

So | don't know that there's a way to
answer the question in totality as to how
much we need, other than to say that we need
to upgrade a lot of our existing transm ssion
and we need to add significant new.

Chanpl ai n Hudson Power Express, great exanple

of a creative project from-- bringing
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hydr opower from Hydro- Québec.

So we need significant transm ssion
devel opnent .

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  You anti ci pat ed
my second part of that question, that this
woul d al so include the wind power. Really,
they're only responsible to get to shore, and
then any distribution thereafter are
transm ssion lines that are required on | and
are -- is that just your responsibility, or
is there another -- are those al so contracted
to conpani es that mght do that?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: So those --
i ke the Propel project that | nentioned,
that was a NYI SO solicitation under what they
call Order 1000, FERC Order 1000, now FERC
Order 1920. So it's a conpetitive process
that the NYI SO runs after the Public Service
Commi ssi on declares a need for additional
transm ssion. So we conpeted for that
proj ect against private devel opers. W ended
up partnering on Propel with a private
devel oper congl onerate call ed New York

Transco.
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So it could be a -- it could be the
i ncunbent utility that does the work on the
project, but it would be subject to that
solicitation process, in all Iikelihood,
before it was awarded.

But there are plenty -- there are a
| ot of conpanies that are | ooking to do this
work. And it's inportant work. And one of
the problens we're facing is because it's so
i mportant and there's so nuch of it going on,
there are significant supply chain issues
associated with sone of this work.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN GLI CK: Thank you.

For the PSC, there have been many nore
stormrelated cuts in power and probl ens that
have gone for many nore days than the average
New Yorker is accustonmed to at this point.

What are your comunications with the
utilities around their keeping custoners
informed of the estimated tine of
restoration? And in many instances it seens
i ke they may be over -- what should | say.
Over-optimstic. And so for the custoner,

they' re thinking that, you know, they're
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going to be back online in 24 hours, and then
there is the rolling "Oops, no, oops, no."

|s there anything that requires the
utilities to be nore accurate in their
estimates so that the famlies actually know
what choi ces they m ght nake as to whet her
they are staying or going to nomi s house or
what they're doing, particularly in energency
situations where there's, you know, an ill
fam |y menber that you can't keep themin the
cold, you have to nove themout. And if you
think, Well, it's going to be eight hours,
it'"s not a problem-- and then it turns out
that it's, you know, really 36 hours, what
does the comm ssion actually require?

PSC CHAIR CHRISTIAN: So | could spend
20 minutes talking through this, but | want
to focus on the point of your answer and |
want to offer up the opportunity to talk
about the instance in which you' re speaking
where your constituents have experienced a
rolling update of information where it's not
24, nowit's 36, nowit's 48. Wuld Iove to

talk to you offline about that in nore detai
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when tinme permts.

But generally speaking, we -- at the
begi nning of a storm we have our own
energency departnent that works closely with
t he Departnent of Homel and Security and
vari ous state agencies during a storm
response. We work and coordinate with the
i ndividual utilities. W help in ternms of
comuni cati ons between state agencies and the
utilities. And it's the utilities' main
function to informcustoners after an event
the estimated duration of that event.

We have requirenents that, should an
event |last |longer than a certain set of tineg,
utilities have to provide additional
resources to custoners, such as dry ice,
heating centers, things like that. So that's
built into the climate resilience plans and
energency response plans that the utilities
devel op and the conmm ssion reviews and
approves on a sem annual, regul ar basis.

The climate resilience plans |
nmenti oned earlier, these plans are in part

desi gned to understand what are the unique
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threats that climate change will pose to each
unique utility's system So you can inagine
the threats to Con Ed's systemin Lower
Manhattan are likely very different than
those to the gas systemin N agara Mhawk
further upstate.

So we | ook at these studies and
under stand what investnents need to be made,
how do we inprove upon the system Because
the key thing to think about, nuch of the
infrastructure that we have has been desi gned
under an assunption of a particular climte,
a particular set of conditions. And we are
now facing -- every week, every nonth -- an
evol ving set of conditions and frequencies
that they were not necessarily designed to
handl e and wi t hstand repeatedly.

So we need to evaluate that and
explore that and figure out ways to ensure
that both our gas, electric, steam-- all our
utility systens -- are robust enough to
wi t hstand what we anticipate to be conming in
terns of climte events.

So all of these things are part of the
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commi ssion's activities in working with the
utilities, both in preparing the systemfor a
storm responding for storms, and in working
with residents to restore service after the
st orns.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK: Just to
follow up on that, in the city there are
vari ous agencies that can be helpful in the
city. Enmergency managenent m ght be able to
set up a heating center, for exanple, in a
community that they have their own energency
generator. |If people are in other parts of
the state where they're a little nore spread
out or nore rural, they may be a little bit
on their own in terns of being able to get to
sonmepl ace, particularly if it's a storm
that's taken out a lot of trees and so you're
told not to go on the roads.

So | would just suggest that sone of
t he conversation about resiliency for the --
to deal with climate change and the inpacts
on custoners, that there needs to be a little
broader thinking through of howit affects

people in different parts of the state.
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PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  Understood. |
bel i eve our plans, the uni gueness of them at
the utility level, do address that to sone
degree, but I'lIl look themover in a little
nore detail with that feedback in mnd and
see if there are any additional adaptations
we can nake.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK:  Thank you.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN.  Thank you.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Shel | ey
Mayer .

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you. And thank
you, Chair Christian, for speaking with ne
over the weekend.

| discussed with you ny frank
assessnment that many of mnmy constituents are
absol utely furious about the current approved
rates for Con Ed that they cannot afford.
And they believe that the Public Service
Comm ssi on doesn't care about them and the
Legi sl ature has done nothing to fix it.

And as you may know, the Senate for
the second tinme passed ny return-on-equity

bill to change the way rates are approved.
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Your testinony reflects that the PSC, quote,
adopted rates well below what utilities
initially sought and suggests that that's a
savings to consuners. As you know, | believe
that's a probl em

To that end, when was the last tine
t he conmm ssion reevaluated its approach to
the return-on-equity system when considering
rate cases and noved towards a
custoner-centric approach to rate
det erm nati ons?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. So this is
anot her question | could probably spend 30
m nutes answering, but I'll try to be focused
on the question.

In terns of the ROE approach that we
use, we evaluate that constantly. If you
were to | ook at the period over the |ast
three years, you would see that the ROEs we
have provided to utilities have varied
significantly, in part because of the
significant variations in interest rates,
inflation, and other econom c indications

that we have seen. And we've seen
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significant shifts both up and dowmward as a
result of the pandem c and various ot her
condi ti ons.

So the process that we use is
sonmething that we're constantly revi ewi ng and
constantly exploring how to inprove upon.

And with every rate case, we're starting
anew. So if we were to provide a utility a
particular ROE in one year, there is no
assunption that it will be the exact same ROE
the next, due to a variety of different
conditions that can change from one period of
tinme to the next.

SENATCR MAYER: Well, the last --
they're three-year rate cases for Con Ed.

The last two were 9.25 ROE, which is far in
excess of the CPI

The second question is, are you aware
that according to the FCC filings, Con Ed's
net income increased by 52 percent from 2022
to 2023, up to $2.5 billion? And that the
CEO of Con Ed has a salary that increased
from9.5 mllion in 2022 to 16.1 mllion in

2023. Wiy should ny constituents have to pay
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for this?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:  So the
constituents aren't exactly paying for it in
the manner | think you' re describing. So the
thing to recogni ze, there's a conponent of
equity and debt that goes into every rate
case. W nonitor executive conpensation
closely. [I'll have to do a bit of a review
to see those nunbers that you just quoted and
verify and understand the dynam cs. But the
i nherent assunption should not be that
rat epayers are paying for utility |argesse.
Sonme of that is from sharehol ders, as
conpensation for executives.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman Di di
Barrett.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Thank you.
Good afternoon.

|"mgoing to start with Chair
Christian. The Executive Budget includes an

increase for staff for the department. Could
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you just tell us what positions your
departrment is planning to fill and what | obs
that that's going to address?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. Well, that is a
great question and a question |'mvery happy
to answer.

So when | joined the departnent, our
staffing | evel was roughly 470 people. Today
we boast 570. This includes the integration
of ORES within the departnent. So in
addition to the efficiencies fromhaving that
i ntegration happen that has freed up staff
time in other areas, and the additional staff
we' ve been able to bring in, we're poised to
do a lot of new things, particularly froma
cust oner service perspective.

|"ve heard from many of you concerns
fromyour constituents, |'ve heard from many
constituents, and that is an area of
significant investnment that we at the
commi ssion seek to staff up. Hring freezes
over the years and ot her concerns have |eft
that departnment wanting. And we're in a

position, now through this new budget and
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ot her actions, to address those wants and
really enpower our ability and increase our
ability to address various issues as they
ari se.

In fact, | want to point out the
Central Hudson billing issue that |'ve
di scussed with many of you over the years,
that in part was identified as a result of
exi sting staff using new tools that we were
able to acquire through a partnership and
di scussion with IT, our State ITS division.

And with the new individual s that
we're bringing in, we're able to expand how
we do custoner conplaints and expl ore new
ways of handling those conplaints. And |
know, from conversations again with many of
you, from feedback on nmany a rate case where
custoners expressed their concerns, that's an
area of need. And we're going to be
investing very heavily in making sure that
our customer service group can rise to the
chal I enge that we're seeing before us.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Got it, thank

you. Thank you.
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| want to tal k about affordability
here. That was obviously the Governor's --
you know, the nost reoccurring word in her
State of the State. And yet it doesn't seem
in this budget -- and I'mgoing to raise a
few points that 1'd | ove you to address after
| kind of hit them But it doesn't seemthat
this budget is really addressing energy
affordability in any neani ngful way.

| nmean, we just saw | ast week that
HEAP ran out of noney two nonths sooner than
it didin the year before. There is a crisis
here on the energy costs. And | appreciate
t he opportunity for new staff and for, you
know, nore efficiencies in your office and
all.

But what efforts are the PSC taking to
work with the utilities to ensure custoners
are adequately protected, particularly during
this cold weather? And it's been col der than
| certainly remenber in a long tine.

And then in |last year's budget we
expanded the energy affordability to

moder at e-i ncone i ndi vi dual s, because |'m
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often -- | feel |ike our |owincome prograns
are solid but that next tier up, the people
who are, you know, one car accident, one
health crisis, you know, one |ost job away
fromreally being in that sane category,
aren't covered.

So can you tal k about that progranf |
understand that you actually haven't begun to
start filling those -- those applications or
neeti ng those applications. Could you just
give us an affordability overview, hitting on
t hose topics, please?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. Got it. So I'll
do ny best with the time that | have.

So you nentioned the HEAP program
runni ng out of funds. That is sonething I
believe the Ofice of Disability was able to
wor k t hrough and provi de additional funding
to address that --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Coul d you nove
your mic a little closer? | sort of feel
like I"'mlosing your voice in there.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: |I'msorry. Let

me try that. |s that better?




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

448

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: That's it.
Thank you.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN Ckay, great.

So we were aware of the problem of the
funding shortfall with the HEAP program - -

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Before it
happened you were aware that it was going to
happen?

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  Wen it
happened. Wen it happened. And we
comuni cated with -- we received feedback
froma nunber of different organizations. W
talked internally with our state counterparts
at OTDA. And as to your point, funding has
been provided to address that shortfall.

So in that area | think we're in a
good place for now, but we'll be working with
themto see what can be done.

But to the point you' re naking
generally, that is a sign of where things
are. You know, a few years ago Governor
Hochul approved a package of over a
billion dollars to help pay off arrears that

were accrued during the COVI D19 pandemi c
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and that made a big dent. But over the | ast
few years arrears have slowy crept back up
and they are quickly approaching the |evels
where they were during that tinme years ago.
So we're nonitoring the situation
closely. W're working with the utilities to
identify different pathways towards
addressing that. But we recogni ze that
affordability is a myjor issue. And we at
t he conm ssion are doing many, many different
actions both internally through the rate
cases and through review of different
policies to identify opportunities for
addressing affordability at the rate itself.
At the nmonent, one of the main things
that we have froma policy perspective is the
6 percent affordability guarantee. And we
put this in place in part because through
this affordability guarantee, we're in a
position to actually have control over and a
line of sight over an entire individual's
energy use, while also driving that
i ndividual to take actions aligned with state

pol i ci es.
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It's inpossible for me to know what's
happening with oil or propane in an
individual's home. But a fully electrified
hone, an individual who drives an electric
car, has an electric heat punp, that's one
bill. That's sonething |I can very easily
manage. And the 6 percent affordability
guarantee is designed to | ook at individuals
who nove in that direction towards
el ectrification, and we can help keep their
costs at 6 percent through the funding
avai |l abl e through this guarantee.

So that is one programthat we put
t oget her that we are working on spreading the
word, getting nore people signed up and
invol ved. But we feel like that is an
approach that can drive sonme significant
savings while also aligning the actions of
consuners with the overall goals of --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: But it's a

journey till we get there. A lot of people
are -- you know, it's going to take a while
to get to that all-electric -- you know, just

by the nature of our housing and our
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lifestyles and our communities. So we're
l[iving in the now

PSC CHAIR CHRI STI AN W are | ooking
into different options. W're exploring what
ot her comm ssions have done. California,
nost notably, passed a bill that created a
uni que rate structure. | believe there's
sonme | egal challenges with that at the
nmonment, and we're exploring and seei ng how
t hat works out.

But we are paying very close attention
to this affordability concern, and | want to
point out the affordability issue preexisted
COvVID. This has al ways been an issue in
New York. | renmenber a tine when a high bill
created a very significant problemin ny
life, and it's something | can only imagine
how it affects people today as costs have
gone up.

So it's something near and dear to ne.
|"ma ratepayer. The staff of the departnent
are all ratepayers. Justin next tone is a
ratepayer. You're all ratepayers. So we

recogni ze that we need to work on this and
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find solutions, and that is what the
departrment is |ooking to do above and beyond
what it already does with that in mnd

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Thank you.

No, | know this because we've tal ked about
this over the years, but I knowthis is an
i ssue near and dear to your heart. So |
appreciate it.

| just have a quick question for
President Driscoll too. You nmentioned about
the storage facilities, the | arge storage
facilities that you' re working with. W' ve
had some conversations about storage today,
and to nme, | nmean, we always say it's
generation, transm ssion and storage are kind
of the three legs of the stool of how we get
to where we need to be.

What ki nd of storage are you | ooking
at? Is it -- or are you working with? 1Is it
| ong-termstorage? Is it just sort of
conmbusti bl e storage? You know, are we
starting to | ook at, you know, real
alternatives that m ght be |ong duration or

mul ti -day storage?
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NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: The
technol ogy that's furthest along, of course
is the lithiumion strategy -- or technol ogy,
| should say. So we're |ooking at that. But
we're al so exploring all the technol ogi es
under devel opnment, including the use of zinc,
oxi de storage, hydrogen storage. W're
exploring partnerships with conpani es that
are devel opi ng that technol ogy.

So as we | ook to replace the
facilities with battery energy storage we're
going to be looking at all the available
technol ogies. But again, the lithiumion is
further along. The problem of course, is
it's of shorter duration. And so really
it -- we really need |long-term or
| onger-duration energy storage to solve the
intermttency of renewabl e generati on.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN BARRETT: So investing
and starting with the lithium does that --
you know, does that becone difficult to make
that transition if we're -- you know, if
we're |l ooking at iron ore or we're | ooking at

hydrogen or other things that are, you know,
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kind of on the cusp -- and | hope they're on
the cusp of being ready. Are we sort of
putting our eggs in the wong basket or --

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Well, no, |
think in order to nove quickly in this
transition we shoul d take advant age of
exi sting technology, to the extent it
benefits us, understanding that there are
[imtations associated with it. And then you
| ook to rapidly devel op the newer,
| onger-duration technol ogi es that hopefully,
over tinme, supplenment the existing
shorter-duration storage with |longer-term
dur ati on.

And there's al so, you know, different
use cases for different types of storage. So
we'd be exploring all of the options
avail able to us at that tine.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Ckay. Thanks
very rmuch. Thank you. Thank you bot h.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senator Mattera. Five mnutes as
ranker .

SENATOR MATTERA: Great. And thank
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you, Chair.

And | appreciate both of you being
here today, very, very inportant. And to
Chair Christian and to President Driscoll, |
t hank you very much

This is to the chair. President
Harris just acknow edged t hat
Conptrol l er Di Napoli's assessnent that the
CLCPA wi |l cost New Yorkers $340 billion --
that's $340 billion. That equates to
$177,000 for every man, worman and child in
the State of New York. That's 19.2 mllion
peopl e that are going to be paying for this.

G ven how nmuch we have heard the
Governor tal k about affordability, do you
believe that every New Yorker can afford any
extra 177,000 in costs? Ratepayers are
al ready paying the costs already. Their
bills are going to be 10 tines higher and
nore. Wy shoul d our ratepayers have to pay
for sonething that is not even working?

Ri ght now we have probl ens, we al so
know what's going on with the offshore w nd

problem There are reasons why New Yorkers
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are leaving to other states -- Tennessee, the

Carol i nas, Florida, Texas, even South Dakot a.

They're | eaving New York. Do you realize

that we've lost over 2 mllion people,

residents of this great state, since 20207?
What are we doing to reverse that?
It's great to see you

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: That's a | ot of

guesti ons.

SENATOR MATTERA: | know.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. 1'Il try to go
fromthe top down in terns of -- | think you

said sonething to the effect of why would we
pay for something that's not working. So |
want to clarify a few things and anplify a
few points.

So the question's been rai sed and
asked, What will be the total cost of the
CLCPA? This is not a project that's a
one-year project. |It's not even a 10-year
project. It's a 20-plus-year project. And
we all know costs change.

And | renmenber paying a great deal of

nmoney for the first laptop | ever bought, but
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| would not pay as nuch as that for an even
better | aptop today, 20 years |later.
Technol ogy advances, technol ogy changes.

And that's one of the difficulties in
provi ding an accurate estinmate as to what the
true costs would be. These are forecasts.
Forecasts can change. They're subject to
various conditions. So that's one point.

But in ternms of them paying, they've
not paid for that. W at the commi ssion | ast
year put together a report, a CLCPA report
hi ghlighting the costs of CLCPA-rel ated
investnments. And this was in large part from
t he conversations and recomendati ons from
yoursel f, Senator O Mara, nany others here
today to highlight and be nore transparent
with the cost inpacts of these investnents.

So we've put that data out. |It's
avai l able online. W can highlight the costs
of individual ratepayers in different pasts
of the state. It averages between 6 and 9
dol | ars per household. That's out there.
That's in the public. So | want to nake it

clear, the nunmbers are out there. But - -
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SENATOR MATTERA: Everybody needs to
know, all New Yorkers need to know,
$340 billion right nowwith the CLCPA with
the -- you know about Conptroller Di Napoli's
assessnent. That's real nunbers. But this
is sonething that, in other words, our
rat epayers should not have to pay for,
especially -- you and | discussed about the
battery storage. And we tal ked about -- in
ot her words, do you feel wind, solar, battery
storage is a good investnent for al
New Yorkers right now to pay for sonething --
agai n, especially what's happening with this
battery storage. W have noratori uns,
especially on Long Island, to go and sit
there and say, Look what happened to East
Hanpt on, | ook what happened to upstate --
this is the third time I'mtal king about this
today -- and | ook what just happened with the
Moss plant that just happened over in
California that was sitting there. W're
investing in this, and we have no idea it's
going to cost trillions of dollars and it's

not going to work
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We need to work on renewabl e
energies -- other renewabl e energy. Well,
carbon capture, we discussed about that,
carbon recapture. Retool our existing power
pl ants to make sure our natural gas -- we
just had the governor of Connecticut just
said, citing high electricity bills, wants
nore energy production and said not to rule
out natural gas. Wich is where the nost
power conmes fromand will be there for the
foreseeabl e future.

So there's even the governor of
Connecticut realizing that what's happening
with renewabl e energy is not going to work,
to make sure that we do not put a ban on
natural gas, to find other sources to protect
that. Because wi nd, solar and battery
storage is just going to cost us trillions of
dollars, and it's not going to work.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN.  So | think we
can agree to disagree on the efficacy.

But what | do want to point out, we at
t he comm ssion, our only authority is through

rates. W have no bonding authority, we have
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no taxing authority. So when the Legislature
passed the CLCPA and directed us to take this
action, it was under the assunption, there
was an understanding that it was clear to
them and you, that ratepayers would be

t aki ng sonme of the cost.

SENATOR MATTERA: Well, you're here to
protect our ratepayers, so please understand
that you need to be a voice. Thank you so
much.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Pal mesano, the ranker.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  Yes, thank
you, gentlenen, for being here.

l"mgoing to start with M. Christian.
| hope | get to you, M. Driscoll. So if
cut you off, M. Christian, just bear with
me, because of tine.

W tal ked about how expensi ve,
hundreds of billions of dollars. W know,
you know, the rates and things of that

nature. And we had an energy hearing | ast
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nmonth -- we had one | ast week, too, in the
Assenbly -- and one of the things that cane
out of the hearing is that really there's no
sign-off for funds that go to NYSERDA. |If
they do big contracts, there's no sign-off or
approval by the Conptroller.

Do you think it's a good idea that
annual funding that's requests for the
rat epayers funds that go to NYSERDA shoul d be
approved by at least the Public Authorities
Control Board? And should these big projects
have sign-off and approval by the State
Conptrol l er? Because from ny understandi ng
of what was said during the hearing, that's
not the case. For transparency.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: Wl l, sir, |
can -- what | can say to the current process
is there is a significant anount of review of
NYSERDA fundi ng, both annually, periodically
over years, and on an occurring basis. These
proceedi ngs are public, the information is
avai l able in the dockets. Any one of you --
and many of you have, have | ooked at these

dockets and regi stered as parties -- can
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review the information that's there. The
process is a public process through which
vari ous nonprofits and ot her organizations
and i ndustry groups have partici pated and
have provided coments on, and feedback.

So | want to make it clear, this is
not a rubber-stanping, this is not a bl ank
check, this is not a carte blanche where we
provi de NYSERDA with funding to do,
willy-nilly, whatever they deem appropri ate.
There's a ot of rigor that goes into
determ ning how nuch is provided. There's a
ot of rigor in determ ning what kind of work
is done and the pace at which that work is
done.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO M. Christi an,

| don't doubt your due diligence. M

guestion -- | don't need you to answer it
because this is -- the State Conptroller does
not sign off on mllion-dollar projects for

of fshore wind. There's no sign-off by the
Public Authorities Control Board on nonies
that are given to NYSERDA that come fromthe

rat epayers. There should be, fromthat
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per specti ve.

So ny next question, quickly, is there

is no additional funding -- and | don't
necessarily need an answer. | hope you can
get back the information, because -- in the

interests of time. There was no funding in
t he Governor's budget for the EmPower +
program which would help custoners with the
home electrification efforts. Wuld you be
able to get back to this conmttee on, you
know, how rmuch nmoney is still in there? |
understand there's some reappropriations that
have been in there. And how nmany eligible
custoners have taken part in the program
since its inception? 1Is that sonething you
could provide to us?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: | believe that
i s sonething we can provide and has been
provi ded in our docunent matter system So
that i nformation should be readily avail abl e.

And | do want to add, you know, these
prograns are not nonolithic. W adjust them
regularly. W look at them And --

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  That's fine




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

464

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  And t he purpose
of the prograns is to provide economc
incentives for individuals to take particul ar
actions. So we at the conm ssion, working
wi t h NYSERDA, adjust the values and the
structure regularly.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  And |
understand that. Again, |['msorry to be
rude, to cut you off -- it's just tine.

The 6 percent cap, everyone talks
about the 6 percent cap. |If that cap is
adhered to, won't there be a shift to other
rat epayers? 1Isn't it basically so -- it's
being paid for by other people, that
6 percent. |It's being paid for by other
rat epayers, correct?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: |I'm sorry, when
you say the cap, you're tal king about the
af fordabil ity guarantee?

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  Yeah, that and
the other 6 percent. So yes.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: Right. So not
entirely accurate. And | hope | can have the

time to explain this. 1'mnot sure | -- the
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mnute is sufficient.

But ultimately what we want are energy
systens that are fully utilized, we're using
t he maxi mum amount of it in every given
nmonment. These are major, multi-billion-
dol l ar investnents, as we've all just
di scussed. Right now the way our systemis
set up, the significant share of those
investnments are only used --

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO!

M. Christian -- M. Christian --

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: -- a snall
portion of the year.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO | know you
want to explain it, but I don't have the
time. 1'd love to talk to you off -- if you
have -- you said | was inaccurate? 1[|'d |ove
to talk to you about it offline.

Last -- in July of 2023 the Public
Service -- PSC passed $43 billion in future
rat epayer increases, it was in July '23, to
pay for the clean energy, the green energy
mandates. That was July of '23 that

happened. And | didn't hear anyone cone up
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and yell and scream about that. But when the
utilities conme and ask for your rate

i ncreases, the Governor and others do. But
it's basically addressing these green energy
mandat es that are being in place.

And that's what the utilities -- when
they conme to you, that's dealing with these
mandat es that are being placed upon them
correct?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: So | disagree.
And | know you and your staff have
participated in different proceedi ngs over
the years. | don't believe -- | don't know
if you participated in rate cases. But |
guar antee you, there's nothing easy about any
of the proceedings. They're not a kunbaya.
There's a | ot of disagreenment, a |ot of
argurment. It happens.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  Thank you

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

W are -- next up, Senator -- so
sorry, lost track for a nonment. Let's go

with Senator Hi nchey. (To Senator O Mara)
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think you were the | ast Senator.

SENATCR O MARA: | don't renenber

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: | do.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

Madam Chai r.

And hell o, thank you both for being
here.

|"mgoing to direct nmy short tinme to
you, Chair Christian. N ce to see you and
first and forenost, thank you for all of your
work. It's been really wonderful to work
with you, and I know you deeply care about
solving these issues that we have.
Unfortunately, you're in a difficult position
and -- for a host of reasons, and therefore |
ask for sone gui dance here.

So ny office has dealt with over 2,000
constituent cases regarding their utility
conmpany. Through the PSC, there was a
ruling. Even after that, we still deal with
over 40 calls a nonth of challenges with this
same utility conmpany. Al we really can do
is tell people to call them file a conplaint

wi th you, and then hope they get an answer.
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|s there a better process? There has
to be a better way to make sure that the
Public Service Comm ssion is really hel ping
the public as it pertains to dealing with
these utility comnpanies.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:  So | nenti oned
earlier, when asked about our staffing |evels
and what we were going to be investing in
with the additional appropriations, the need
to invest in our custoner service area and
our team the technol ogy, the people, the
staff, the training, all of those things, to
ensure that we can rise and neet the
chal | enges exactly as you descri be.

The processes we have right now are
designed to ensure that individuals approach
the utility to try to exhaust their options
first before comng to the commi ssion, before
we work then with the utility to try and work
t hrough the issue.

You can imagine in a period of tine
when there's a significant volunme, those
things can tend to take longer. So we're

trying to ensure that we have the appropriate
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staff, the appropriate technol ogy, the
appropriate systenms in place to handl e what
has been a very recent uptick in conplaints
that we've received, not just froma utility
in your area, but for other utilities as
wel | .

SENATCR HI NCHEY: Yeah, it's a
statewi de issue for sure. And | think -- and
| appreciate that, but | think there's got --
even just -- and this is for all of us,
there's got to be sonmething better than just
having to file a formwith the PSC. CQur
utilities have to actually be better
operators in our comrunities.

But that |leads ne to the topic of
delivery charges. And for us, we've got an
uptick in delivery charges. W've had cases
of $500 delivery fees when there's just a
one- bedroom apartment, and another tinme where
there was a service charge of $39 but the
delivery fee was $389.

Wat el se can we be doing on the
delivery charge issue here?

PSC CHAIR CHRISTIAN:. So | can't speak
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to an individual case. | don't know the

ci rcunstances, | don't know what's happeni ng.

SENATCOR HI NCHEY: O course.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STIAN: W see a | ot of
interesting things, and |I'm happy to spend
some tinme with you going through sonme of our
different cases that we've had, resolved
custoner conplaints, to highlight the
significant variability. But it requires
that we investigate, |look at all the facts,
collect all the information and ensure that
t he process was foll owed appropriately.

So it takes tine.

SENATOR HI NCHEY:  Thanks.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl ynenber .

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Steve Otis.

ASSEMBLYMAN OT1 S:  Thank you.

Thank you both for your testinony and
your good work in conplex issues. Both of
you deal with math a I ot, and naking the
nunbers add up in ternms of all the things

t hat you have before you
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President Driscoll, thank you for
hosti ng our Assenbly Science and Technol ogy
committee this sumer, a trip to Lew ston and
the Niagara Falls Power Plant, which was
really fascinating. And the fact that you
were there and presented to us was really
great.

New York Power Authority is the
bi ggest producer of renewable energy in this
state. And already what you inherited, but
al so in your testinony, many of the good
projects that you're working on. The nodel
that we have currently is that your -- the
fundi ng that you have available is the
funding within your own budget.

My question is, should we reeval uate
t he use of CGeneral Fund funding for the
Power Authority to allow you to do nore
projects since we are so eager to ranp up our
ability to expand nore renewabl es? Wuld
that be a tool that the Legislature should
take a fresh look at and find you ot her
funds? And what could you do with that kind

of opportunity?
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NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Well, let me
first say we would al ways wel cone additi onal
funds.

But it goes to the heart of the public
authority construct, | guess, would be one
observation. W're off the State Budget and
we' re independent for reasons that the
Legi sl ature chose back when we were created.
W do -- as you know, recently have sought
funding for the Canal Corporation for sone of
the infrastructure work that we're doing
there, which is critically inportant to us.

So | guess it may be at the Executive
| evel and potentially above nmy pay grade, but
we' d al ways wel cone di scussions with the
Legi sl ature about creative ways that we could
get nore done.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI1 S:  Thank you.

And Chairman Christian, just one
guestion about the delivery charges. Wen
you're evaluating an application froma
utility, how thorough is the anal yti cal
process on the Departnment of Public Service

side to make sure that the representations
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that are made to you by a utility are
accurate?

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN: Extrenely
t horough. And | can expand upon that in
30 seconds, but I won't touch upon the |evel
of detail needed to give you the granularity.

The basic process, a utility says, W
have this portfolio of investnents, this is
what we want to do. W take that and we do
our own i ndependent anal ysis, |ooking at the
costs, the assunptions, the interest rates,
the financing, all the different things. And
we come back with a counterproposal

And t hrough that process, over
11 nonths, between us, the utility and any
st akehol ders who wi sh to participate, we
eval uate the various approaches and we cone
to a settlenment where we agree that this
portfolio of investnments is the right way to
go.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTl S:  Thank you. To be
continued, but thank you very rmnuch.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senator Stec, five-m nute ranker.
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SENATOR STEC. Thank you, Madam Chair.

A quick question first for the
Public Service Comm ssion. Chair Christian,
t hanks for being here today.

Affordability has been stated by nany
peopl e, including the Governor very recently,
as one of the main chall enges facing our
state. And obviously energy costs are a key
conponent to that. Wat proportion of the
average customer's bill do you believe is
going to be attributable to the state's
i nposed clinmate nmandates, and do you
anticipate ratepayer bills will increase as
nore investnent is needed to neet these
goal s?

PSC CHAIR CHRISTIAN:. |I'msorry, would
you mind repeating that question agai n?

SENATOR STEC. Sure. Wat proportion
of the average custonmer's bill do you believe
is attributable to the state's inposed
climate mandates -- | apol ogi ze, | have a
cold. And do you anticipate ratepayers
bills will increase as nore investnent is

needed to neet these goal s?
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PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. So, one, it's
difficult to say what the final nunber wll
be. Delivery charges and energy charges are
separate, they are calculated in different
ways based on different assunptions.

What | can say is under the current
regime with fossil fuels, whenever there's a
stormin the Gulf, whenever there's a supply
chai n disruption, whenever there's
geopolitical conflict, natural gas and oi
prices go up and our ratepayers pay the price
for that in higher energy costs.

Were we are today, we have an aging
system-- and | think President Harris
mentioned this earlier, our systemis 50 to
100 years old in certain parts and areas.
You need to repair. You need to upgrade.
You need to inprove. And added to the fact
that clinmate change is causing greater
stressors, these things will cost nore.

So irrespective of our climte goals,
we have to spend a significant anount of
funds to keep the system operational and nake

it work.
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What makes the approach interesting
and uni que and affordability-focused is that
we bypass the geopolitical, the
macr oeconom ¢, the m croeconomc, the
climate-driven factors that create tenporary
price spikes in natural gas.

An issue that's even nore difficult to
deal with now, because we've gone from
exporting zero natural gas over the |ast few
years to now we are the nunber two, if not
nunber one, exporter of natural gas gl obally.
Sevent een percent of all the natural gas
produced donestically is exported overseas.

We had a captive nmarket for nuch of
our history where the prices of natural gas
were definitely only influenced by whatever
happened within our borders. That we're
exporting now, today, roughly 20 percent of
that resource neans we are exposed to higher
prices in Asian and European narkets --
markets that are willing to pay significantly
nore than we have historically paid for
nat ural gas.

That exposure will lead to
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significantly higher prices over tinme. The
renewabl e energy that we are deploying is
fixed-price for a very long tine -- 20 years,
in many instances. That's stability. That's
certainty. That's sonething we're willing to
use and make a difference in affordability
for customers everywhere.

So | see this as one of many things we
can do to enhance long-termaffordability for
rat epayers in the state.

SENATOR STEC. Al right, thank you.

And if | could pivot to the
Power Authority. President Driscoll, you
nmenti oned peaker plants earlier. Can you
tell us how that process is going? How many
pl ants have been brought offline so far, and
how many are slated for decomm ssioning? And
obvi ously the other concern -- and we've
touched on it earlier today -- the progress
of building out new energy sources to repl ace
t hese peaker plants. Because not only do we
have custonmer denmand grow ng organically, and
a growi ng economny -- you would hope that it

will correlate to nore energy use -- but also
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the State of New York is mandating nore
el ectric energy consunption with our clinate
pol i ci es.

So how are we com ng on repl acing
t hose peaker plants?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: So the first
part of the question, we have not retired any
of our fossil units, nostly located in the
downstate region: 11 peaking units around
New York City and on Long Island, at six
different locations, and then we have a
| arger fossil plant in Astoria that's al so
currently online and under contract to the
City of New York and ot her governnenta
agenci es.

The way the process is going to work
is pretty nmuch outlined in the statute in the
budget fromtwo years ago. W're required to
file a plan by May of this year, and we're
wor ki ng closely with the NYI SO to determ ne
how t o sequence the retirenment of those
pl ants, subject to their reliability need.

And of course based on earlier

di scussi on today, we recognize, as a utility,
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that we need to match the repl acenent
resources with retirements. And so that's
very rmuch part of the equation here. W're
wel com ng the Chanpl ai n Hudson Power Express
comng online in late 2026, which will be a
data point and a factor in that.

But we're going to be noving forward
because the |l aw requires us to have those
plants offline by 2030. And so we're going
to be taking all the prelimnary steps
necessary subject to NYI SO input.

SENATOR STEC. Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
Jo Anne Si non.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Ckay. Thank
you.

So thank you, Conmi ssioner Christian.

You know, | have a couple of questions. Last

year during budget, like National Gid had an

active ratepayer case open, and SO you were
hesitant to get into specifics. But that

case i s now over and there's been an order
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granting the increased rate.

So, you know -- as you know,

Gowanus Canal and -- National Gidis a
responsi ble party for a ot of the pollution
there, including all the coal tar. And it's
the |l argest Superfund site in the state. So
what we're concerned about is National Gid
is allowed to collect noney fromratepayers
to pay for the cost of cleanup, when this was
a cost that -- you know, it's like that tort
fees are collecting fromthe victimin order
to pay the settlenent, right?

And so | really want to expl ore how
that is equitable, and al so, you know, what
are potential future costs to ratepayers
because of Superfund cl eanup where the
conpany that's responsible for so nuch of it
is going to keep com ng back for nore rate
i ncreases.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:  So | remenber
your question fromlast year, and |
apol ogi ze, | don't have all the information
readily available to answer it as precisely

as |'d like.
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| can say | do recall discussions
about the costs associated with that
appearing in the rate case. And what | can
do is | can go back to staff and | can have
t hat conversation and we can nmeet with you
and talk about it in greater detail, and give
you a greater line of sight into anticipated
future expenses based on information
available in the last rate case. And we can
tal k through your views of how that could
change, if needed. You know.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Ckay. Because
get asked that question constantly by the
comunity, who is paying for it.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  Yeah. Yeah.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Gonzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you.

Good afternoon, Chair Christian and
President Driscoll. Thank you so much for
joining us today. | definitely appreciated
heari ng about the work that you are both
doi ng towards energy efficiency and buil ding

out public renewabl es.
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As you know, |'m a young Senator who
represents an environmental justice district
of constituents who want a |ivable future.

So ny first question is very sinple. Yes or
no: Based on the work that you're doing
right now, do you feel like we will achieve

t he CLCPA goal of 70 percent renewabl e energy
by 2030? Sinply.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: | could
start. | mean, | think that there was an
acknow edgnent by the admi nistration earlier
this year that due to supply chain
constraints and inflation that -- and sone of
t he setbacks, particularly with the offshore
wi nd, that we were going to be a little
behi nd but that we had a clear line of vision
toward the 2040 clean energy grid. That's
the ultimte goal

So we're working as hard as we can to
try to close the gap on the 2030 goal, being
m ndful that the end goal is our 2040 goal

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:.  And | echo that
point. And | want to add, you know, | talked

about resource diversity and the need for
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di fferent kinds of resources. There's an
executive order that definitely danpens our
aspirations regarding wind -- not just

of fshore wi nd, |and-based wind as well.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: So I'mgoing to --
sorry, I'mshort on time. |'mhearing from
both of you likely no, at this nonment, but
we're working towards it. |s that accurate?
For nmy -- yes? Sorry.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: W wil |
consistently work towards the state-nandated
legally required goals, yes.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: So ny constituents
are incredibly concerned that we are not on
track, as you both have acknow edged. And on
top of that, as you both know, we have new
threats to our energy system That i ncludes
the rise of new technol ogies. According to a
recent Washi ngton Post article, 2 percent of
the nation's electricity use is conmng from
the use of artificial intelligence, which
wi |l double by 2026. And by 2040, it's
predi cted that that data center contribution

to greenhouse gas em ssions will increase by
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t enf ol d.

Qur state is looking to build out a
| ot of this technology. So what is our plan
to not only nmake sure we're neeting our goals
but al so supporting this new denmand on our
energy grid?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: So there are a
variety of no-regret strategies that we can
approach. Qur work on transm ssion
devel opnent, in which the New York Power
Aut hority is heavily invested through the
proj ects described earlier, is just one part
of the equation.

It's I ong been known that a robust and
effective transm ssion and distribution --
T&D, transmi ssion and distribution system
can help integrate lots of different types of
resources. And again, we're exploring
different types of generation. W're |ooking
at different ways to nanage flexibility,
which is how do we work wi th individuals,
homes, busi nesses, so that they can use
energy in different ways to help better align

with the grid.
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Al'l of those are part of our

sol uti ons.
SENATOR GONZALEZ: | think what 1"l
just close with, and we'll follow up after

this, is that if we don't have a set plan
right now, nmy constituents who |ive near
peaker plants and who |ive near the
Ravenswood Power Pl ant are going to continue
to suffer every day.

CHAIl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senator, |'m
sorry, | have to cut you off. You can follow
up with them afterwards.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you, Senator
Krueger. We'll follow up.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman
Mandani .

ASSEMBLYMAN MAMDANI :  Thank you.

Bi parti sanshi p.

(Laughter.)

ASSEMBLYMAN MAMDANI @ Conmi ssi oner
Christian, in February 2023 the Public

Servi ce Comm ssion approved Con Ed's
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application to charge New Yorkers an

addi tional $65 a nmonth total, over the course
of this rate plan, resulting in Con Ed maki ng
an additional $1.93 billion in revenue. |Is

t hat correct?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. I'm-- the
nunber you're using doesn't line up with ny
menmory. |'msorry, but | don't know if
that's an accurate representation.

But we do regularly approve and review
rate cases, and that -- the nunber doesn't
sound right, but | do believe we did
something with Con Ed in --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAMDANI : | built that off
of the order that was issued by the Public
Servi ce Conmi ssion

So | just have that report right here,
and | just wanted to confirm one additional
pi ece, which is | was party to that rate case
and filed an opposition to this agreenent.

s it correct that Eric Adans'
adm ni stration, recognized in the filings as
the Gty of New York, signed in support of

this rate increase?
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PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  Again, | don't
remenber the specifics of that particul ar
rate case. But the Cty of New York does
often sign in support of rate cases. They're
a party, and they engage throughout the
process.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAMDANI :  Ckay. | have
that on page 2 as them having signed
al ongsi de Wl mart.

Now, Con Ed is expected to file
anot her rate case before the end of this
week. Last nmonth Con Ed thensel ves reported
t hat 496, 000 househol ds were behind on their
bills by 60 days or nore, with debts of nore
than $948 million. Many of those
househol ds are in ny district.

What is your response to ny
constituents who are still struggling to
afford the | ast rate hike?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: So our goal in
ensuring that the systemis functional, that
the systemis safe and reliable and as
af fordabl e as possible, is to make sure that

what ever i nvestnents cone before us in a rate
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case are evaluated, scrutinized, and
screened, and that only what is necessary is
approved and noved forward.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAMDANI :  Ckay. |
di sagree on the assessnment of this is
necessary, and | woul d appreciate a further
conversation. But because of tinme, |'mjust
going to nove on to President Driscoll at
this time. Thank you very much

President Driscoll, public
participation was included in the BPRA to
ensure that the public's voice was taken into
account. Your strategic plan initially
called for 3.5 gigawatts. About 96 percent
of all public conment and testinony on that
pl an denmanded that NYPA do nore, that NYPA
build 15 gigawatts with at |east 5 gigawatts
downst at e.

After the public comment period, your
revised plan included fewer gigawatts -- now
just 3 -- and furthernore, you stated that
you expect sone |level of attrition.

Now, in comments here, you've

suggested that the |l aw forbids you to add
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projects to the final strategic plan. Were
in the law do you see that you're not able to
add projects to the draft plan after public
comment ?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: The advice
of our counsel was that the projects in the
draft plan that went out for public conment
was the last word on our draft plan.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAMDANI @ So what was the
poi nt of public conment, then?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Because we
used it to informthe final version of the
plan. It was -- we revised the plan based on
the public coments --

ASSEMBLYMAN MAMDANI : W th fewer
gi gawatts now.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: The
gigawatts that were renoved fromthe plan are
still going forward. They're being
devel oped. They just couldn't mneet our
timeline. But they're still going to count
towards the state's goals.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAMDANI :  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
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Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

Thank you both for being here.

M. Christian, as you stated in your
openi ng testinony, the RAPID Act enpowers
ORES to overrule local law, and it noved that
entity within your control

So ny question is, to date, have there
been any instances where | ocal | aw has been
overruled to let a project nove forward?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:  So to ny
knowl edge I"mnot -- |I'mnot aware of any
i nstances where | ocal |aw has been overrul ed.

In many of the instances with ORES
working with local communities, typically
t hey have nanaged to work through the various
i ssues prior to the developnent. And that's
somet hi ng we are enphasi zi ng through the
RAPI D Act now, that prior to comng for a
permtting process, that the devel oper
comuni cate and agree with the community on
the various ternms and conditions of the

devel opnment in advance.
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And so that is sonething we are
working with to ensure is a part of every
proj ect going forward.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:  Great.
And | hope that that will continue, because
of course getting local involvenent is the
key to noving these forward without a | ot of
resi stance.

Coul d you tell me how nmany current
projects are being reviewed at this tine and
where they're | ocated?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. So you'll need
to give ne a nonent to get that information
| believe the nunber is in the teens. But |
can get that -- a greater |evel of
granularity to you at a later tine.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:  That
woul d be great if you supplied it to ne after
this hearing. | don't want to put you under
pressure.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN.  Ckay, yeah. But
| can say we issued 19 permits, roughly
38,000 acres of solar, another 17,000 for

wind. And that a significant anount of that




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

492

was not devel oped on any prine farm and
soi |l s.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:  Ckay.
Thank you for that information.

The Conptroller's report stated that
t he PSC and NYSERDA had taken sone steps,
consi derabl e steps to plan for the transition
to renewabl e energy, but they found that
there was -- the plans did not conprise al
t he essential conmponents, including
assessment risk to neet goals and projecting
costs.

So |'"mwondering, in response to this
report, what has your office done to better
prepare for the transition?

PSC CHAI R CHRI STIAN: So over the two
years of the report, in neeting with the
Comptroller's office we tal ked through the
vari ous processes that we've had and how t hey
work. In my opinion there's agreenent to
di sagree, for lack of a better way of putting
it, interms of their interpretation of the
work that we are doing froma procurenent

perspective and how we're authorizing it.
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But ultimately what we are doing to
both identify what we need and t hen nove
forward with it, it's a clear, transparent,
open procurenent process with the goal of
achi eving the | owest possible costs.

SENATCOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:  Thank

you.
CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.
Assenbl y.
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Shr est ha.
ASSEMBLYWOVAN SHRESTHA:  Thank you.
My first question is for President
Driscoll. Hello. The state AFL-Cl O and

Bui | di ng Trades Council, the American Lung
Associ ation, and the Bl ack, Puerto Rican,

Hi spani ¢ and Asian Caucus have called for

15 gigawatts by 2030, along with the vast

maj ority of public comenters on your draft
pl an. These are key stakehol ders whose
demands shoul dn't be ignored. And your plan
currently ignores these demands and only
proposes 3 gigawatts.

The ampbunt of bill credits the REACH
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program can fund al so depends on how much
publ i c renewabl es you buil d.

So ny qui ck question, a rough
estimate, how nuch capacity do you actually
intend or hope to build by 20307

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Well, thank
you for the question.

As we sit here today, | think it's
unclear in ternms of the total anount of
gigawatts that --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SHRESTHA: (Ckay, great.
My next question for you is what do you think
is the role of the president of NYPA in
nmeeting our climate goal of 70 percent
renewabl e energy by 20307?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Well, as the
| eader of the Power Authority, the
Power Authority is a key tool in the
Governor's tool box in terns of executing on
state policy --

(Overtal k.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SHRESTHA:  |'m sorry, |
nmean specifically the president's role.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: |'m | eading
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the organi zation. | represent NYPA. And so
we're trying to achieve the state's goals in
the best way we can. W're not doing it

al one, of course. W're doing it in
partnership with the private sector, NYSERDA
and ot her conmunity devel opers of sol ar
generati on.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SHRESTHA: Do you agree
with President Harris's position on the
previ ous panel that how nmuch NYPA wants to
build is up to NYPA and there are no
obstacles related to NYSERDA?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: | |istened
to her testinony; I'mnot so sure that's
exactly what she said.

But there are ways that we can
cooperate. | think that was your question to
her that | listened to. There are ways that
we can work together. W intend to
participate in NYSERDA's solicitation
process, seeking REC contracts from NYSERDA
so that we can --

(Overtal k.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SHRESTHA:  Okay, |I'm
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sorry, | have a question for --

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: -- for these
proj ects.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SHRESTHA: -- Chair
Chri sti an.

A new report finds that over the |ast
three years investor-owned utilities residual
electricity rates have increased 49 percent
nore than inflation in the country, while
publicly owned counterparts have increased
44 percent less than inflation. |In sone
states the contrast is even nore stark. And
as of Septenber 2024, nearly one-quarter of
U. S. househol ds were unable to pay their
energy bills in at |least one nonth in the
past year.

Do you think that the real obstacle to
our climate transition bei ng expensive and
our ratepayers being on the hook for that is
the fact that these privately owned utilities
cannot access | ow cost capital and they al so
have the responsibility to nake profits?
Wuld it be better to have public benefit

state corporations do this with | ow access to
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capital and without the profit notive, very
simlar to NYPA which has excellent bond
ratings and al so | owcost capital?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:. So | think a
di versity of approaches is always a better
way to pursue opportunities. And I think
havi ng NYPA on board is a great way to go
forward with what we need to acconpli sh.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SHRESTHA:  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And next we have Senat or My.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you.

And thank you both for -- hi -- for
answering our questions.

| think nmy first question is for PSC,
and it has to do with interconnection
protocols on the grid. | know in Texas
they're able to bring new energy onto the
grid very efficiently because they use a
connect - and- nanage approach as opposed to
what we tend to do, which is putting
everything in a queue and waiting until every
| is dotted and every T is crossed before it

gets onto the grid.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

498

Are we in New York exploring nore
efficient ways to do interconnection on the
grid?

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  So
i nterconnection reformis probably one of the
nore significant things that we'll be
exam ni ng and have been exanining. Your
poi nt about the connect-and- manage approach
used in Texas, yes, that does allow for a
greater degree of interconnecting resources.
But one of the main limtations there is
t hose resources may not al ways be avail abl e,
and those resources nust curtai
production -- and they agree to curtai
production as part of the condition of being
connected in the first place when there's not
enough capacity for themto produce power and
send it to the grid.

So there are many different ways to go
about this. Qur way of addressing it right
now, based on existing policies avail abl e at
the tinme and al so direction fromthe
Legi slature, is to enhance our buil dout of

transm ssion and thus create nore points from
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whi ch t hese generators can interconnect.
So we have invested well over
$6 billion in T& through a series of orders.
We have initiated sonething called the
Coordi nated Gid Pl anning Process, one of
many acronyns we deal with, CGPP. This
process is sonething that we work with each
utility to do as a congl onerate throughout
the state to identify where do we need to
make investnents in transm ssion and
distribution, prioritize those investnents,
all ocate funds towards them and nove forward
and repeat.
And this is going to be a cyclica
process where we identify those needs.
SENATOR MAY: Ckay. Trenendous, thank
you. | hope to talk to you nore about that.
My ot her question is for NYPA, and
it's about hydropower. | understand that a
| ot of our hydropower facilities are old and
not as efficient as they could be, and |
wonder if this could be or is part of, for
exanpl e, Build Public Renewabl es? Can

expandi ng hydropower be part of that effort?




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

500

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: So that's an
existing effort that actually is enbodied in
our corporate strategy, our Vision 2030
strategy, where we have a pillar that's
call ed "preserve the val ue of hydropower."
And t hat encapsulates all the work we're
trying to do to make sure that those plants
can produce at the sane level -- in fact,
we're trying to eke out additional generation
in sone of the inprovenents we're doing.

We're spending $1.1 billion at Ni agara
to refurbish all the turbines there, one by
one, to make sure that we can, like | said,
keep them runni ng, maybe make them nore
efficient. They serve as a bal ancing effort
with the renewabl es as well.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you very nuch

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Kei t h Brown.

ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROMAN: | think
can say good evening to you both. So thank
you for both being here.

Questions regarding infrastructure,
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right? The Governor is throwing a billion
dollars at infrastructure. Appreciate the
effort, but this nmorning | watched the news
and the California wildfire, the Palisades
fire, may have been caused by a spark
generated froma high-tension line. At |east
that's what the video showed. So they're
going to do a full investigation, obviously.

But, you know, it really begs the
guestion with all of the new green energy and
the infrastructure that it's not prepared
for, what do you think -- what's your opinion
about the stress that's going to be put on
the systemin -- as it relates to potentially
causi ng sone issues |like, you know, starting
awldfire?

And then | also want to ask -- and
M. Driscoll, |I've asked you this before, but
the building out of the travel plazas, now
with the hearing that was held | ast week, a
ot of attention turned to the fact that not
just electric vehicles but electric
tractor-trailers and trucks won't have the

ability to charge on the Thruway. And it's
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been a pet peeve of mne. |[|'ve sent three
letters to the Thruway, to DOT, and yet al

t hose travel plazas -- and ones that are
continuing to be built -- do not have proper
infrastructure for EV for cars or for
tractor-trailers.

So if you could address both of those,
ei ther one of you. Thank you.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: On EV
charging, | guess | would just say that our
efforts are separate fromthe Thruway
Authority's efforts at the rest areas. Mbst
of our EVolved sites are at |ocations other
than the rest stops, off the Thruway. So
that's at Stewart's and ot her convenience
stores is where we've found real success with
depl oyi ng our EVol ve --

ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROAWN: Let nme stop
you there. So as an EV owner, you know, and
the fact that people have to -- it's not
feasible for tractor-trailers to get off the
Thruway, right, that are going to be electric
tractor-trailers, in order to charge.

Soit'sreally -- it's a glaring
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om ssion, you know, the fact that the
agenci es could not anticipate bringing new
el ectric power to the travel plazas.

So | just want to switch gears over to
t he question about the infrastructure for
you, M. Christian.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. Sure. So I'm
still reading nuch of the information on the
fires there. Reports have evolved to the
poi nt that you just nade; the information on
the spark is relatively new

What | can say for certain is we in
New York, for a simlar type of situation,
veget ati on managenent is one of the nore
central aspects of mnimzing the occurrence
of an incidence |ike that here. Ensuring
that trees are cut back so that there's not
any underbrush available to dry out and then
create dry conditions for a fire to occur,
but also to ensure that trees do not actually
knock down power lines during incidents of
high wind and rain that we have.

ASSEMBLYMAN KEI TH BROWN: | m nore

concerned about the load that's going to be
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put on the system

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO  Thank you. Thank
you both for being here.

President Driscoll, | want to direct
this towards you. | have been getting sone
very concerni ng phone calls fromthe public
energy conpanies in nmy district, like the
Janest own BPU, about the nmssive increase
t hat you have proposed in the cost of
hydroel ectric power. You're going to go from
$12.88 per negawatt to a proposed $33. 05 per
megawatt hour, a staggering nearly triple
increase. This is going to drive out
busi nesses and famlies. The Janestown BPU
servi ces one of the poorest comrunities in
New York State, and you're going to drive up
el ectricity costs.

Pl ease explain to ne -- I'mtold this
is, you know, deferred maintenance. Pl ease
explain to me how we can justify this kind of

a massive junp in one year.
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NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Thank you.
And | et nme just say that we obviously never
want to raise rates. The nunis are what we
call our preference power custoners. They
were created when we were created at NYPA
They get our |owest cost, they get at-cost
power fromus. These custoners haven't had
an increase in 11 or 12 years. W work very
closely with them and we've been nessagi ng
the need to increase their rates, primarily
to fund what we just tal ked about earlier,

t he refurbi shment of the N agara Power
Project --

SENATCR BORRELLO:  \What are the total
costs of that refurbishnment?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL
One-point-one billion.

SENATOR BORRELLO  One- poi nt - one
billion, okay. So |I've seen us throw
billions around this state for things that
are far less inportant than the one few
t hing, one of the very few things that we
actual ly have as an advantage here in

New York State when it comes to doing
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busi ness, and that's | ow cost power.

So how can we justify passing that
along to ratepayers, particularly to those
fol ks that get that |ow cost power? Isn't

t here another solution besides tripling the

rates?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: So let ne
just clarify one point on the increase. It's
only for -- it's a catch-up increase for four

years in order to replenish what's required
for us to maintain a reserve fund, naintain
as part of our structure. So after that gets
refurbi shed, it goes back to --

(Overtal k.)

SENATOR BORRELLO  Have you asked the
Governor to give you sone funding? Wat
about bonding for this, instead of this
massi ve increase?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Let ne add
one other point. W're |ooking to phase that
refurbi shnent or catch-up over as long a
period of time as possible, but the rates are
going to then return to a flat line after the

account is refurbished.
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SENATOR BORRELLO  Well, |I'm already
hearing from maj or enployers |ike Cumm ns
Engine -- which only has three factories in
the United States, one of themis in
Jamestown. This nmay jeopardize their ability
to continue to nake engi nes here. They're
t he | argest enpl oyer in Chautauqua County,
one of the largest in the state. This could
be a very -- this could be a devastating
i mpact on businesses and fam|ies.

| would strongly encourage you to
rethink this and perhaps ask the Governor,
while we're throwing billions around for
ot her unnecessary things, to give you the
noney you need to actually bring yourself up
to where you need to be for that -- for
mai nt enance.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: | appreciate
the conversation. | can assure you we'l]l
work with our custoners. Janmestown is one of
our nost -- | ongest-standi ng and nost
sophi sticated nuni customers. W enjoy
working with them W're going to work

closely with themto nake this as painless as
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possi bl e.

SENATOR BORRELLO  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan Dana
Levenber g.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEVENBERG. Thank you so
much to both of you

My question is for Chair Christian.
Why does the PSC continue to do business as
usual regarding the naintenance and expansi on
of our current fossil fuel-based system when
doing so puts it at odds with the clean
energy transition nmandate of the CLCPA? Are
there | egislative changes that you need to
see to have the flexibility to explore nore
af f ordabl e, cl eaner energy options?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:. Well, this is an
i nteresting question for a nunber of reasons,
in part because | think if you were to talk
to certain individuals, you would hear that
we are very much doing everything we can to
stop gas use in the state -- which | don't

necessarily agree wth.
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W take a very bal anced approach, and
the investnents that we make in the system
are designed with the goal of maintaining the
system and continuing its safe and efficient
operation. So again, just |ike what we do
t hrough rate cases on the electric side,
sim lar things happen on the gas side. W
ensure that those investnents that are
approved over the period of time of the rate
case are necessary.

So it's not designed with the goal of
expansion, and in fact in many ways what we
have done with the gas utilities, we've nade
many changes to how t hey approach engagi ng
new custoners, elimnating incentives for
certain appliances and other things |ike
t hat .

The state law still provides
i ncentives for gas connections, the so-called
hundred-foot rule, so new custoners | ooking
to come online are nore than able to do so
with the existing state | aw

But as it is right now, we at the

commi ssi on, recogni zing the overall goals of
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the CLCPA -- which are not anti-natural gas
but are very much driven by | owering

em ssions -- we are trying to ensure that our
investnments in the natural gas systemare as
focused and del i berate as possible, so that
we can continue service safely and affordably
and reliably.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN LEVENBERG  Ckay, |
think you did point out sone of the issues
with reliance, our continued reliance on
natural gas earlier in sone of your answers.
And al so you nentioned that hundred-foot
rul e, which obviously creates the ability for
people to continue to rely on natural gas
when we're trying to segue off of it. So I'm
not sure how those two things conport. So it
seens to nme that if that wasn't there, that
it would nake it a | ot easier.

| also wanted to talk and just sort of
uplift all the cries about rate -- the rate
cases and ratepayers. Because | would say,
inline with conplaints about pothol es,
that's probably our second- hi ghest conpl ai nt

that we receive in our offices, about utility
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bills and how people are not able to afford
to pay their bills.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Next up is Senator Fahy.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you. And thank
you for joining us here and your patience
with us this evening.

And |'m just going to piggyback off of
nmy col |l eague and just say that utility bills
do continue to be a concern, and | appreciate
your conments.

| also, M. Christian, | appreciate
your comrent about the hundred-foot rule.
That is sonething, as you know, we've tried
for a few years to tackle, and hope we can
continue to work on that. Although it's no
| onger ny legislation, | agree with your
poi nt on that and hope we can make sone
progr ess.

Wiile talking to you, can you also --
this came up nmuch earlier this evening in
some of your back-and-forth. The exhaustion
of the HEAP dollars that | know ran out

extra-early this year. Wat happens with the
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| owincome famlies that are relying on those
paynment s?

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  So the HEAP
programis an essential programto ensure
that | owincone famlies can pay their
heating bills. So the program| believe --
and again, this is information | have
avai lable. | don't have full information on
exactly what happened. But funding
essentially was exhaust ed.

Wiy it was exhausted is unclear to ne
at this tinme. It could have been the noney
was used up in advance, nore people were
enrolled in the program --

SENATOR FAHY: Yes. But is there an
alternative? O does it just run out and
there's no alternative for it? | just want
to get on to a couple of other questions.

There's no other alternative, then,
once they've run out?

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  For the HEAP
program at this time |I'mnot -- | don't
believe there is an alternative to the HEAP

program That's state-sponsored, the way
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it's set up.

SENATOR FAHY: (Okay. And then with
regard to the ORES, now under your agency,
where are we on the backl og, which was part
of the reason for the swtch?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:  So we are
absol utely working through the backl og. Part
of our review of the permtting requirenents
is setting up new processes to ensure that we
can accel erate our path forward with not just
cl earing the backlog but future projects, as
they conme in, being permtted in a nore
streanl i ned manner.

So the organi zati on has new | eadership
in Zeryai Hagos, a very capabl e individual
who's worked with the departnent for nany
years, and | have full faith and confidence
in his ability to work with the departnent
and achi eve the goals we've set for them

SENATOR FAHY: (kay, thank you.

And just want to nention a coupl e of
ot her issues, and maybe a qui ck question for
M. Driscoll

The affordability does continue to be
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a concern, and | recogni ze that the Al data
centers that a nunber of nenbers have brought
up | think are really good questions that we
| ook forward to hearing nore on.

And then, M. Driscoll, the plans to
decar boni ze, to fully decarboni ze the
Enpire State Plaza, we were just briefed with
OGS, but is there anything else that you'd
want to add in ternms of where we are on track
with that goal ?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: So as |
t hi nk you know, we're well underway on
Phase 1 of replacing the two chillers. It's
a very conplicated decarbonization effort at
that facility. But there's a |ot of work
underway, and we're commtted to getting the
wor k done.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you. And |
didn't mention the Energy Zones; we still
woul d | ove one in Al bany.

But thank you, Chair. The Energy Pl ay
Zones, thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman
Bur di ck.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Thank you,

Chai r.

And Chair Christian, | want to thank
you for your testinmony. And | recognize
you' ve got a tough job.

| al so recogni ze the statutory
requi renent of the comm ssion to allow a fair
and reasonabl e return, and the need to ensure
safe and reliable delivery of electricity.

But with all due respect, | think it's gotten
out of whack.

As an exanpl e, Con Edi son reported net
income for its third quarter of $1.70 per
share, conpared to $1.53 per share in the
same period in 2023. That's approximately an
11. 8 percent increase.

Now, let's contrast that to the
i ncrease in Social Security and Suppl enent al
Security Inconme benefits, which as of
January 1 have increased by 2.5 percent due
to COLA. And Con Edison, inits

announcenent, acknow edged that the rise in
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earnings for the third quarter of 2024 was
driven by, quote, higher authorized rates.

| understand that a further Con Edi son
trip to the PSCis going to be inmnent, and
| would respectfully submt that the PSC
shoul d reject the upcom ng Con Edison rate
hi ke request, and woul d appreci ate your
t hought s.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STI AN:  So thank you for
your conments.

You know, again, affordability is
sonmet hing that we are paying very carefu
attention to, not just because of recent
conditions as a result of the pandem c and
ot her factors, but because, you know, it's
important for all New Yorkers. W need to
have an affordable system a systemthat
people can afford to use. And if people
can't afford to use it, that's not a good
place to be. So we do strive to work with
that goal in mnd

| do want to point out a few things
about the earnings for the different

utilities, and | have sone information here
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which |I''m happy to share with you and speak
with the other Assenbl ynmenbers and Senators
offline. But ultinmately, we don't guarantee
a return. W give themthe ability to earn
at that |evel.

So when we tal k about their return of
equity in their earnings, that's the
opportunity to earn that if they perform and
do everything they need to do.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  But if | may, |
just think that nore should be borne by the
sharehol der, particularly the incredible
i npact that this has on seniors, others on a
fi xed incone, and the huge increase in
inflation that's taking place.

And | just would ask you,
respectfully, to please try to get it back
into bal ance.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:. W are doing
everything we can. And what | can tell you
is there's an inherent assunption that the
utilities have a bl ank check, and | assure
you that is not the case. W' ve recovered

hundreds of mllions of those dollars in
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penal ti es, and we have rejected requests for
expenditures. Which Con Ed al one, there was
an $80 mllion request for expenses spent on
a billing system W rejected that. And
that is part of what we do.

W don't nmake a news flash about it.
We don't highlight it in part because it's
anot her day in the office for us. But these
are everyday parts of the job for nyself and
t he menbers of the conm ssion to ensure
affordability.

And | know this is not what you want

to hear, but if we weren't doing our job, the

rates would in fact be significantly higher.
And so |'m happy to continue this dial ogue
with you further.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Thank you.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Sorry, have to
cut you off. Thank you.

Tom O Mara, five mnutes, ranker

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Good evening, gentlenmen. Thank you
for sticking with us today. Appreciate

havi ng you here.
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Chair Christian, we've seen
significant utility rate increases in the
cases over the last year or so, in the range
of 25 to 30 percent phased in over three
years. |I'mreading a report here that
National Gid on Long Island raised rates by
$33 a nonth, on average in Long |sland | ast
year, going up another $8 a nonth this year,
anot her $19 a nonth next year.

These are nassive rate increases. And
when we're tal ki ng about affordability in
New York State, this is not affordable.

O those rate increases that have been
approved -- NYSEG RG&E, National Gid --
what portion of that is due to the CLCPA and
the efforts on climte?

PSC CHAI R CHRI STIAN. So for those
specific utilities, | don't have that
information readily available right now
VWhat | can tell you is the CLCPA costs for
the -- and | forget the utility in question.
But in |looking at the analysis that we've
done, the CLCPA report, which is publicly

avai |l abl e, the nost significant inpact for
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any residential ratepayer for the CLCPA was
| ess than 10 percent.

And so when | think about where we're
going with rates, again, it's not the CLCPA
that is driving the significant driver. |It's
the aging infrastructure of our system And
keep in mnd, and you're naking this point
very clear for ne, we have a gas system where
rates are going up. W also have an electric
system where rates are going up. And the
need for those rates is not sinply to, you
know, pay executives, it's to highlight that
we need to nmake investments to maintain both
syst ens.

Qur goal in transitioning through the
CLCPA is to focus our intention and
investments on a systemthat can be nore
robust -- a singular system-- put our
i nvestnments there, |lower costs in aggregate
for all consuners.

SENATOR O MARA: (kay. Wiat's going
to be needed to bolster our infrastructure
systenf? Wat percentage are we at now? You

say this is 10 percent on a bill right nowis
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all. How nmuch have we -- are we invested
dol l arwise at this point? And how nmuch do we
have to go?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: | can't answer
that question right now And | know this is
a question you ask nme every tinme, and the
challenge with that is even the 10 percent
nunber |'m providing you now -- that's the
maxi mum -- that does not necessarily
di saggregate ot her investnents we woul d have
to make.

Much of what we're doing through the
CLCPA are things we would need to do,
irrespective of the CLCPA, to make the system
nore robust.

SENATCR O MARA: | think what |'ve
been able to garner is that we haven't even
touched the tip of the iceberg on the
i nvestnents needed with these nassive
increases on utility ratepayers' bills
al ready, and it's going to skyrocket. And
it's going to triple, quadruple, ratepayers
bills. And that's not affordable in New York

State. And that's only the portion that's
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goi ng on ratepayers' bills.

The Public Service Conm ssion needs to
start line-item ng these things on peoples
bills so they know what they're payi ng and
what they're paying for. Because | can
assure you when the public knows, you're
going to hear about it. Everything' s being
done with snmoke and mirrors on this whole
thing, and all these projects are going to
get done and nobody's going to know what the
rate inmpact is until it hits them

Ri ght now, President Driscoll, you
said that the Chanplain Hudson line is com ng
on next year. What's the inpact of that to
t he average single-fam |y hone?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: | don't know
the cost. It's part of the Tier 4 contract
t hat NYSERDA awarded. It would probably be a
guestion nore appropriately posed to NYSERDA,
since they're the contracting party there.

| can tell you that it adds
1100 nmegawatts to New York City, which is a
very hard place to decarbonize. So that's

t he benefit.
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SENATCR O MARA: The fact that we
don't know is really outrageous, when this
project is nearing conpletion, and the public
has no idea what it's going to hit themin
the nonthly bill.

And that's just one project of many.
There's Clean Path, you got others that are
comi ng on. And there's no transparency,
there's no forthrightness with the New York
State public on what this is going to cost
them And as | said before, when they figure
it out, heads are going to roll.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Bobby
Carroll .

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Thank you, Chair
Pretl| ow.

Good evening, CEO Driscoll. Thank you
for your testinony this afternoon.

A few ot her questioners have del ved
into this topic around peaker plants in
New York City, but | was wondering,
considering | have a peaker plant just a few

bl ocks outside of ny district in the Gowanus
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nei ghbor hood of Brookhaven, can you give us
sonme specific details of NYPA's plan to
decommi ssi on peaker plants in New York City?
And if you're able to deconm ssion those

pl ants, what do you plan to replace that
capacity with?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Well, we're
wel | underway in terns of finalizing the plan
that's due in May to |ay out the methodol ogy
that's going to be deployed by us in retiring
t hose pl ants.

| can tell you that we recognize the
significance of the mandate that says that
t hey should be retired by 2030. There is
| anguage in there that says "subject to
reliability,” which pulls in the NYISOin
terms of their determination as to which
pl ants are needed for a | onger period of
time. There may be | oad pockets where one
pl ant has to stay around, you know, closer to
2030.

W may be able to retire plants before
2030. In fact, we're thinking about

potential plants that could be retired as
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early as 2027, 2028. W're trying to figure
out the sequencing of that with the NYI SO

We plan to replace those plants -- and
in fact the | aw says we shoul d have a
preference toward replacing those plants with
energy, sone sort of energy infrastructure.
So we're | ooking very closely at battery
technol ogy. W have term sheets pretty much
finalized for one of the South Bronx plants
and the Gowanus plant, with devel opers to
repl ace those plants with battery energy
st or age.

W have an RFl out for the
Wl liansburg site, where we're taking in
i deas around what that site could be utilized
for. That's a single-unit site, it's a snall
parcel. It's right around sone heavily
popul ated areas next to the Dom no -- that
Dom no plant. So, you know, it's a tricky
site to replace with storage --

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: | just have a
mnute left. Let ne junp in here, CEO
Driscoll.

Look, that's exciting news, and |
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woul d | ove to see those plants shut down by
2027, 2028, if that's possible. And it's
great to hear that you're |looking at battery
storage for sone of those peaker plants.

To switch gears to tal k about
generation capacity that the Build Public
Renewabl es Act and the [ aws that were enacted
in the '23-'24 budget allowed NYPA to expand
its authority to own and build. Wat is
m ssing, in your opinion, either fromthe
Legi slature or the Governor that would all ow
NYPA to unleash its potential and possibly
buil d, own and operate nore renewabl e
generation? Understandi ng that nothing can
be built all at once.

But are there ways that the
Legislature in this budget process can give
you nore either direct lines of income or
nore ability to actually build nore renewabl e
generation in the years to conme?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: One quick
response would be the 50 percent --

51 percent requirenment where we're required

to own a majority interest in the plant.
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think that reduces our ability to | everage
NYPA' s participation. There are a |ot of
partners we're talking to that don't want to
own a mnority interest with us. So being
able to | everage our participation. W bring
a |l ot of unique characteristics to a
partnership. That would be sonething that I
t hink woul d be worth revisiting.

ASSEMBLYMAN CARRCLL: Under st ood.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

We have been joined by Energy Chair
Kevin Parker. Ten minutes on the clock.

SENATCR PARKER  Good afternoon,
gent | enen.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  Good afternoon.

SENATOR PARKER: Thanks for being
here. | know this has been a | ong day.

M. Chairman, how will the DPS
i npl enent the C ean Energy Zones Progranf
And how wi Il the transm ssion upgrades be
carried out?

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN  So the purpose
of the Clean Energy Zone is to enable

i ndustry and renewabl e energy to be
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collocated in a manner that limts the cost
of building out all the associated

transm ssion and distribution infrastructure
needed to power that industry.

W' re eval uati ng how best to proceed.
We're | ooking at howit's going to be rolled
out. But ultimately the goal will be to
identify areas through a public process that
woul d be best suited. These would be areas
where the communities would wel cone this kind
of investnment. And then work with industry,
utilities and the local communities to find
solutions to achieve the goals of the zone
program

SENATOR PARKER: | have a foll ow up
guestion, two parts.

The conmm ssion has really previously
approved about $6 billion in transm ssion
upgrades for utilities across the state
wi t hout any conpetitive bidding. Recently
utilities have reported del ays and cost
i ncreases for these upgrades. What
safeguards are in place to protect ratepayers

from excess costs associated with these
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transm ssi on upgrades under the C ean Energy
Zones proposal, is the first part.

And the second part is, would the PSC
consi der meki ng any transni ssion upgrades in
Cl ean Energy Zones a conpetitive process?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. So the -- 1"l
have to look a little bit nore at the
| anguage in the clean energy zone regarding
the nature of it. W will do everything in
our power to make sure everything is
conpetitive and transparent. So | think
that's part of how we function today. |
don't see that changing as part of this.

In terns of ensuring that the costs
bet ween what we've already all ocated through
the $6 mllion for transm ssion investnent

t hroughout the state, you know, there may be

some synergies with the zones. | think
that's sonmething that we will determ ne over
time.

But again, we want to naxim ze the
benefits of all the resources that we have,
the limted resources that we have, so we're

going to, through this process, find the
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| owest-cost solutions we can to achieve the
goal s set forth

SENATCR PARKER: M. Chairman, anot her
guesti on.

In the context of, you know, achieving
our goals, | know there's been ongoi ng both
conversations and budget allocations around
head count and havi ng enough hands on task.
Were are we with that? And what woul d you
suggest that we need to do as a Legislature,
ei t her budget-w se and/or legislatively, to
help the PSCin its work towards reaching the
goal s of the CLCPA?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN.  So | nentioned
earlier the recent appropriation providing us
with additional staffing and the need to
enhance our ability to engage with the
public, mainly through our customer service
group, which is currently the public-facing
part of the departnent in terns of getting
conplaints from custoners, addressing those
conplaints, negotiating with utilities.

That's one area where | think

additional investnment is always going to be a
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good idea. There are increasing demands from
the Legislature, fromthe public, for greater
transparency, greater information, greater
access to the conmission. And that is one

pl ace where we believe we are in a position
to grow and provide that |evel of engagenent.

Hi storically, the comm ssion has not
engaged that way. W' ve engaged through our
guasi -1 egal proceedings with rates cases.

W' ve engaged t hrough public statenent

heari ngs and ot her public processes. But
what we're finding, with all the outreach
that we're seeing today, with the significant
uptick in participation in our rate cases and
ot her engagenents, we need to rethink how we
engage with the public.

And so what we are doing with the
current appropriation will be with goal in
mnd. And | imgine future appropriations
may be hel pful along that Iine as well.

SENATOR PARKER. So we did --
obvi ously during the conversations in the
context of looking to close a new budget, how

much additional funding would the PSC need,
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and how many FTEs, approxi mately, does that
equal ?

PSC CHAIR CHRISTIAN. So |'d say that'
a conversation we may be prepared to have in
time. R ght now we are -- we have grown
significantly. Wen | arrived at the
conmi ssion, | think we had a staff of around
470; today we're around 570 just in the |ast
t hree years.

We anticipate growing further with
this new appropriation. So as we grow, we
want to nmanage that growmh. W don't want to
create any inbalances. So | want to ensure
t hat what ever process we take, we do it with
intention, ensuing that the staff and
additions that we bring on are suitable to
the task and that the way it's structured is
sonmet hing that can work with the needs that
are ari sing.

So appreciate the offer and the
opportunity to discuss this in the future,
but right now what we have |I think will be
sufficient for our near-term needs.

SENATOR PARKER: Chairnman Driscoll, as
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relates to the Build Public Renewabl es
program where are we -- so three questions.
Were are we? Were will we be in a space of
making -- | know the |egislation was about a
pl anni ng process, but where will we be in
ternms of |ike conpleting that planning
process?

Two, do you think that we will
actually need to put that planning process in
pl ace, given where we are with the CLCPA?

And three, what do you need fromus as
a Legislature, either budget-w se or
| egislatively, to assist in that process?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Thank you
for the question.

So | nentioned earlier we just today
approved the strategic plan that we had put
out for public coment. Qur board authorized
us to nove forward now, and now for the first
time we can actually execute on that planning
process and start to devel op projects.

So we're |ooking at different types of
projects, of course. W're |ooking at

potentially doing greenfield projects that
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NYPA woul d devel op that woul d have a | arger
-- a longer project tinmeline, so those m ght
not be online for two to three years from
now. But we're also very focused on joining
in-flight projects where a devel oper wants a
partner or a devel oper wants to step aside
and turn the project over to us to get it
over the finish [ine. And there are going to
be conmmunity projects as well.

So there will be different types in
different tinelines. But we're, as of today,
you know, on the execution track now and
we're going to be, as | also said earlier,
we're going to be anendi ng the plan that we
j ust approved today to add additi onal
projects within the next six nonths. Going
to go back to our board in July because we
have sone additional projects we've
i dentified.

So, you know, | think it's -- we're
proud of the effort that we've put forward in
Year 1. W're just getting started. This is
a long journey toward achieving these goals.

But | think we're playing a significant role,
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al ong with others.

SENATOR PARKER: And what do you think
you need fromus to kind of nove forward with
the projects that you' re working on? O her
t han just staying out of your way.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: | nentioned
earlier the 51 percent. You know, we're
finding that sone devel opers don't want to
have a minority interest with us. So we
think we could | everage NYPA s participation
in different ways. W could take -- get nore
proj ects done, bring our unique
characteristics to the project, facilitate
nor e devel oprment that way.

So that would be one thing for sure
that we would be interested in having
di scussions with you and your staff over.

SENATOR PARKER:  Excel | ent .

| have a | ast question just for both
of you, and this actually tal ks about kind of
wonen/ m nority business enterprises. And
kind of wanted to hear both -- fromboth a
staffing perspective about what your staffs

| ook |ike, especially at the top end of the
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scale, as it relates to, you know, Bl acks,
Lati nos, Asians, wonen, people with
disabilities, LGBTQ+. And what does your
procurenent look like in relation to those
categories as well?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: | can start.

So we're very proud that we've
exceeded, in recent years, the state goal on
MABE participation and veteran participation.

W' ve al so done some interesting
t hi ngs around maki ng our contracting
processes easier for MABE contractors. W've
| essened bondi ng requirenments, we've done
wor kshops with contractors and vendors to try
to make our process, since it is
paper-i ntensive sonetines, and frustrating
for sone new businesses. So we've done sone
work in that area as well

And | have statistics because we track
it very closely on our own staffing, which
|"d be happy to provide to you.

SENATOR PARKER: Pl ease.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: | don't have

that off the top of ny head, but we're doing




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

537

good work in that area. W're proud of the
way we | ook right now.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. And for DPS, we
are doing a twofold effort, one internal and
the second external, with all the regul ated
utilities, the major 1QUs of the state.

W initiated a proceedi ng several
years ago to exam ne diversity, equity and
i nclusion practices of the utilities in the
state, working with themand a third party to
eval uate best practices at each utility. W
put that information together and share that
anongst the utilities, encouraging those that
may not have all the various prograns in
pl ace, to adopt them through | essons | earned
fromother utilities that may be further
afi el d.

So we are now, | want to say, in the
third year of that program and that effort's
been net with a warmreception. Oiginally
it was neant to be a one-year effort, and
then we would repeat it several years down

the line, but it was so favorably received
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we' ve kept it going each year subsequently.
And it continues to this day.

And internally, we've hired a
diversity liaison, and we too al so | ook at
our nmetrics and figures for hires and staff,
and we nonitor that closely.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN.  Thank you.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Sam Pi rozzol o.

ASSEMBLYMAN Pl ROZZOLO  Good
af ternoon, gentlenmen. Thank you for being
here today.

|"ve been listening to your testinony
and the conversations. |[|'ve heard the word
"investnment" constantly if not continually.
And I'd Iike to know -- you know, usually
when | think of an investnent, | invest for a
payoff for retirement. So could you possibly
tell me in what year New Yorkers will see
their energy rates at l|least stabilize if not

go down or eventually becone free for
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everyone?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN.  Well, sir, based
on your question, | can tell you I w sh that
year was today. | amnot in a position where
| want to say | want to raise rates. |
don't. But the way the systemis set up, the
way we and every other state and pretty mnuch
every nation in the world works with our
utilities, there is a rate case process
t hrough which the costs associated with
mai ntai ning those utilities are paid for by
the --

ASSEMBLYMAN PI ROZZOLO | only have
three mnutes, sir. | don't mean to cut you
of f, but no year.

And how about fromyou, sir? 1Is there
any time franme that you could say that any
stabilization or decrease would happen in al
of this investing?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: (No
response.)

ASSEMBLYMAN PI ROZZOLO Is that a no?
Al right.

So then if you could at least, in the




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

540

Governor's Master Plan for Responsible
Advanced Nucl ear Devel opnent, could you give
any sort of idea, speaking specifically about
smal | nodul ar reactors? Because with all the
energy we're going to need, whether it's for
data centers or just the increased
activities, you know, that we have, | don't
see any way in the future otherw se than
bei ng sonme sort of a nuclear technol ogy.

So could you give sone insight as to
how t hat plan m ght tal k about nucl ear
reactors in the future?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN. So I'mnot in
t he best position to tal k about that plan.
That's sonmething President Harris of NYSERDA
| think discussed in a previous session, and
she's best positioned to tal k about the
roadmap and its current devel opnent.

ASSEMBLYMAN Pl ROZZOLO  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

| think I"'mthe |ast Senator. So --

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  The | ast sanurai .

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  The | ast sanurai .

(Laughter.)
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CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

| know |I've asked this question
earlier, but let's start again, because we
keep goi ng over the sane territory. A
vari ety of ny coll eagues keep saying utility
rates are going up because we're trying to
nove to sustai nabl e green energy, and yet --
" m | ooking, for exanple, ny colleague just
gave you nunbers about how nuch energy
conpanies tried to increase their rates every
year, and we all agree the rates are too
hi gh.

But for exanple, National Gid is
asking for a rate increase that wll
absol utely increase New York City residents'
and Long Island residents' gas bills. And
they're saying that these rate increases are
driven in part by 5 billion in spending on
new gas infrastructure. That's not a request
of green energy or the CLCPA, but rather the
fact that we still haven't changed the | aw
requiring that we put new gas pipes in even
t hough we' ve already said we're not supposed

to be using that anynore.
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So can you just clarify for me -- |
think the PSC, this is a question for -- if
we just got rid of that hundred-foot rule
requiring we continue to put new gas pipes
into the ground, wouldn't we actually not to
have these increases by the utilities to do
t hat wor k?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:. So if there were
a change in |aw regardi ng that particul ar
provision, that would likely result in a
change in the costs associated with
mai nt ai ni ng and expandi ng the system due to
| oad growt h from new cust oners.

That said, existing custonmers are
using nore as well, so it would not nake the
needs zero, it would make them possibly
| ower .

Again, this is a systemthat in many
cases is 50-plus years old in parts, with
pi pes that are nmade of cast iron, notoriously
| eaky, which emts methane just by being
there. So one of the main things that we are
trying to do, and one of the drivers of cost,

has been repl aci ng these | eaky pipes,
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somet hing we woul d need to do irrespective of
the additions to new custoners and the
exi stence of the hundred-foot rule.

So | want to make it clear, we need to
mai ntai n our systens, and these investnents
are necessary to keep them going. But as you
are suggesting, if we were to change the | aw,
the need to grow the system woul d change and
we may not need to nake as many investnents.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: So many hours
ago -- but | think the sane day -- |
referenced to DEC, and | think ultimately
al so to NYSERDA, that if we nove forward with
cap-and-invest, the research showed t hat
84 percent of New York State househol ds woul d
break even or cone out ahead as a result of
cap-and-invest, saving themutility noney.

And |I'mcurious fromthe PSC s
per spective, because we aren't going forward
wi th cap-and-invest at this nonent --
al t hough there seens to be sone discussion
about novi ng sooner than |ater -- would that
not help address the growing utility costs

for New York State people who aren't paying
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too much in their utilities?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:  As | understand
your question, if it is structured that way,
then yes, it would benefit ratepayers by
| owering their costs, yes.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: And do you have
anot her idea that would actually | ower
rat epayers' costs besides that at this
nmonment ?

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: W are exploring
every tool available to us at this tine.
It's challenging for ne to el aborate on what
and where we are exploring, in part because
t hese are parts of ongoi ng proceedi ngs.

But what | can say is throughout every
rate case we, again, reviewevery filing to
ensure that what we do ultinately approve is
absol utely necessary for the safety and
reliability and the continuity of the
syst ens.

In addition, we also seek out
opportunities to recover funds for
rat epayers. There's an unfortunate

perception that all of this is on the
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rat epayers. Well, | have many exanples | can
show where the utility sharehol ders have had
to pay for parts of these investnents due to
a variety of reasons which I can articul ate
further.

So again, the conm ssion's job, ny
job, the job of nmy comm ssioners, the job of
t he 500- pl us people that represent the
Department of Public Service -- who are all
rat epayers -- our job is to ensure that we
overview, review and scrutinize all the
submi ssions, all the work that the utilities
say they need to be done, to ensure that it
i S needed.

And that is something we have a | ong
hi story of doing successfully, and we w ||l
continue to do that work with the goal of,
again, maintaining affordability as best as
we can.

But as is clear fromtoday and
previ ous di scussions, we do need to do nore,
and we are trying to find ways to do that.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUECER: And there's a | ot

of discussion that w've -- | went back and
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forth with NYSERDA about that -- while people
say all the costs to invest in new energy and
green sustai nable energy is going to cost us
nmoney, but in fact the research shows it
actual ly saves us noney when you bal ance out
what you' re spendi ng versus what you're

savi ng.

| want to ask you, since | know t hat
with our goals for energy efficiency and heat
punps, for exanple, do you think that we
woul d al so hel p speed up the | owering of
utility costs if we had nore people shifting
to energy efficient nodels in their homes and
busi nesses such as heat punps and geot her mal ,
et cetera? Wuld that hel p us | ower our
costs?

PSC CHAI R CHRI STIAN:  So yes, | can
say that unequivocally. There's research
fromaround the world that shows that that is
an end result of nmoving in this direction.
And further, anong the work that we're doing
not just to bring about clean energy and
renewabl e energy resources, | nentioned

earlier the need to be able to control the
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energy use in individuals' hones with greater
degrees of granularity.

| know | speak for nyself and |I'm sure
| speak for many of you, the frustration of
entering an enpty roomwhere the light is on
or a heater is on for Lord knows how | ong,
and having to flick it off. The ability to
control these things renotely, whether you
are at home or not, gives you a better degree
of control over the energy use you have,
which ultimately not only | owers your bill
but hel ps reduce the strain on the system an
unnecessary strain on the system and
ultimately reduces waste.

Expand this by the mllions of
New Yorkers in households: This could have a
tremendous benefit from an energy
conservation and a | oad- managenent
perspective. And this is something that we
at the comm ssion have been working with the
utilities to deploy at scale.

An exanple of this, sonething we call
dynam c | oad managenent. Many utilities in

the state have pilot progranms, a program
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called Bring Your Owm Thernostat. And |'d be
curious if anybody here is participating in
the Bring Your Om Thernostat program |f
not, I'mhappy to talk to you about it after.

But through this program we have
100, 000 New Yorkers participating currently,
and they represent 100 negawatts of
flexibility, load that we can call upon
during system peaks to reduce costs. And
this is only the begi nning.

So | see greater opportunity ahead,
and we are advancing with those to ensure
that we can achi eve greater |evels of
affordability not just for them but for the
i ndi vidual s who aren't on those prograns as
wel | .

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And President Driscoll, you referenced
several tines that you're revising your
strategic plan for building public renewabl es
later in this year, to add up to three nore
gi gawatts of renewabl e energy. Do you plan
to revise that plan annually on a regular

cycle to continue to add generation in the
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future? | nean, that seens |ike a reasonabl e
i dea.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Yes. The
answer is yes. W think this is going to be
at | east an annual process. W think
probably, you know, nore than annual.
Probably twice a year we'll be taking a | ook
at it. O course it will be dependent upon,
you know, projects that we've identified and
so forth. But we're definitely going to go
back to the board in July, and we |look to
continue that process in the com ng years.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: G eat .

And this is a question for ny
col | eague Senator Chris Ryan, who had to
| eave. So he's pointed out that the
Executi ve Budget allocates funding for
50 additional full-tine staff for the PSC.

He would |i ke to know -- and maybe you
can follow up with himafterwards, but ['1]I
take the info back -- how many staff does PSC
currently have responsible for nonitoring and
i nvestigating safety and quality of broadband

construction? And how nmany of these
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additional 50 staff will be assisting with
t hat assi gnnment ?

Because he's very concerned about
gquality and safety for broadband workers and
t he general public as we continue to nove to
construct broadband across the state.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  Thank you. W
can follow up with that.

CHAIl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Ckay. Thank you.

| think the Senate is done; just

taking a quick |ook. Okay, Assenbly, it's

yours.
CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
G ay.
ASSEMBLYMAN GRAY: Thank you.
President Driscoll, nice to see you. Thank

you for being here. Thank you for your
i nsi ghts today.

So | just want to tal k about your
battery storage, because NYPA s standards
currently, conpared to the private sector,
are rmuch higher. | have wi tnessed or seen
your Chat eaugay storage facility. | also

have a storage facility in ny district that
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was the site of a fire. And |l will tell you
there's night and day between the two
facilities. One is very primtive, the
private sector is very primtive, and the
other, your facility, is very high quality.

So do you think there should be
storage -- there should be standardized
nmeasures for storage facilities both to
ensure safety, consistency and efficiency?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Well, we're
al ways a big fan of standardi zati on because
it lowers costs. So to the extent that there
can be standardi zati on across certain sizes
of batteries, it probably would vary between,
you know, capacity factors for the various
syst ens.

But we're always -- you know,
obvi ously, bei ng NYPA and havi ng the
responsibility we have for the state to own
and operate critical infrastructure, we're
excessively good on safety and taking extra
precautions. There's always a bal ance
bet ween costs and how nmuch you're --

ASSEMBLYMAN GRAY: But havi ng seen
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what excessively good is, that is good. And
havi ng seen the alternative, should the
private sector be held to the same standards?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCCOLL: Well, |
mean, | think that's -- it's a fair point.
And | think our view would be that we woul d
be supportive of something like that. But it
certainly wouldn't be in our remt.

ASSEMBLYMAN GRAY: (Ckay. And just
regardi ng the NYPA siting of your 3 gigawatts
that you're -- and then additional storage
capacity that you' re working on, what is the
process for NYPA to secure |ocal approval ?
And, you know, what is your discussion on a
| ocal |evel whether jurisdictions have the
ability to accept or reject siting? And how
is that different fromprivate-sector siting
of facilities right now?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: So there are
no exceptions for NYPA projects. W're
subject to all of the requirenents that every
ot her devel oper woul d be subject to, and we
build our plants to all the same regul atory

processes at the Public Service Comm ssion
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and in the communities. W're already very
active in the conmunity. W built out a real
estate function within NYPA  They're out,
you know, talking to | andowners and in the
communi ti es.

As you know, we have a pretty robust
community engagenent effort because of al
the transm ssion |lines we own, so we work
very closely with all the conmunities where
our transm ssion lines run through. So we're
appl ying the sanme skills to our renewable
devel opnent .

ASSEMBLYMAN GRAY: kay. Thank you
very much

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Kel | es.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: It's been very
strange sitting here for the last nine hours
in this surreal environment federally where
our insanity is happening, and we're still
havi ng conversati ons between, you know,
should we fight for the horse and cart or
should we |i ke use spaceships to get to work.

| feel like that's the difference that we're
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doing right now So | just want to

acknowl edge the insanity that we're in,
because we're fighting for -- against an

i ndustry that has vested interests, the oil
and gas industry. Like the |argest anmount of
child labor, slave |labor, suffering in our
history is caused by this industry that seens
to be funding a ot of this effort to not

evol ve as hunans. Seens very strange we've
just done this for nine hours. So | really
hope we all recognize that the only way that
we're actually going to save noney as a state
isif we lean into the transitioning that you
all are really trying to do. So thank you
for that work, because that is what wl|
actual ly save us.

So now |'mgoing to conme down and ask
some questions. | just wanted to get that
of f my chest after, what, nine hours of being
here, for all of us.

So a question about NYPA |
appreciate that you had a conversation with
t he Governor about funding specifically for

canal funding. D d you also ask for funding
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specifically fromthe Governor to add to NYPA
to counter so that we could do nore than the
3 gigawatts?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Not
specifically with the renewabl es efforts, but
we were delighted to see the proposal around
the billion dollars for clean energy
projects, the capital projects, because those
are the types of projects that we work with
our governmental custoners on -- so the
col | ege canpuses, the correctional
facilities, the conplexes |like this.

We're going to be actively
participating in that discussion around how
t hose funds get deployed. And so we think
that that's a great -- that will be a great
tool for us at NYPA given our custoner base.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: | think we
could do so nuch nore, though. And |I do
think that NYPAis like literally the nost
i mportant piece to this right now because you
don't have to nake a profit as one of the
entities there. So you can afford it, and we

need it.
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NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Agr eed.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN KELLES: It is probably
the only way that we're going to reach our
goal s.

You had tal ked about being really
concerned about your bond rating. Did you do
an analysis to identify how nmuch you coul d
actually build before it would have any
effect on the bond rating? Because there was
a study that showed that we could literally
convert everything that we have and it
woul dn't affect your bond rating.

So I"'mtrying to understand --

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Yeah,

t hink we woul d have a different view at NYPA
in ternms of, you know, the head room we have
to do projects.

But it really would be based upon
mar ket conditions at the tinme, how nuch --
you know, what were the revenues of the
proj ect --

(Overtal k.)

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: But did you do

that anal ysis that you could share? [1'd |ove
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to see it.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: We're
talking with our financial officers all the
time about -- because we're not just doing
this with renewabl es, renenber, we're doing
this in transm ssion. W've got a ton of
work going on in transm ssion where we're
usi ng the sane financial capacity to fund al
t hese --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: | have five
seconds. We'll talk. But I'd love to talk
to you about maybe cappi ng how rmuch utilities
are allowed to earn profits as part of our
equation for maybe not having rates go so
hi gh. So maybe we can tal k about that in the
future.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Bai | ey.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BAI LEY:  Good eveni ng.
Thank you. Thank you both for being here.

My first question goes to
M. Driscoll, and it revolves around the role
of electric cooperatives. And it's ny

under st andi ng that these nenbers, you know,
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their rate is to be set at the |l owest rates
reasonabl y possi bl e under federal and state
I aw.

It's al so ny understandi ng that under
the rate nodification plan the rate w |
i ncrease over $20 per nmegawatt per hour over
the next four years. So the increased costs
are going to be passed down onto the nenbers
who are residents and busi nesses, and they
are already struggling with affordability.

Last year, in February, the Governor
i ndi cated that energy affordability continues
to be top priority of her clean energy
agenda. So what |'m hoping that you'll be
able to translate for me and for these
menbers is how does that rate translate to
affordability?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Well, again,
there was a prior discussion that we had on
this topic. So thank you for the question.

Qobviously we don't want to raise
anyone's rates, and these are our | owest-cost
custoners. They get rates at cost, so -- and

it cones -- it derives fromour foundation




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

559

When we were created, we provided this
programto the municipal utilities and
cooperati ves.

So -- and we've been working with your
customers and residents, constituents, on
this topic. And so they've seen this com ng,
if youwl!ll. It hasn't been obviously
sonmething that we take lightly. But it's
designed to pay for the inprovenents to our
hydro facilities where they get the power,
whi ch gives themthe ability to have this | ow
cost. So we're spending $1.1 billion at
Ni agara to upgrade the facility, to preserve
it, maybe get even nore generation out of it
for the benefit of residents of the state.

And their increase is only over this
four-year period, and then it will phase out
and | evel off.

But we're currently |ooking at -- and
sensitive to this issue, we're currently
| ooking at phasing it in over a |onger period
of time, longer than four years, if possible.
But we have to --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BAI LEY: What woul d t hat
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| ook |ike?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: W have to
repl enish a reserve fund that's required.

And t hey understand why we have to do this.

But we're very sensitive to it. These
are favored custoners, trust me, and we're
working with them very cl osely.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BAI LEY: So real quick,
in the 20 seconds we have left, if we were to
reeval uate that tine frame over four years,
what are you projecting?

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: | don't
t hi nk we have a number, but we're trying to
figure out how |l ong we can push it out to
nmake -- to ease the pain.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BAI LEY:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Kassay.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN KASSAY:  Thank you.

| just want to start secondi ng
Assenbl ynenber Kelles's notion regarding
capping of profits for utility conpanies.

But nostly I want to talk about the -- or ask

about the structure of billing.
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So in addition to noving forward with
green energy production, we're also | ooking
to reduce energy use where possible. So with
Suffol k County residents, my constituents,
payi ng an average of 25 percent nore per
kil owatt hour than the national average as
part of our generally high cost of I|iving,

" malways | ooking for a means as well to
relieve constituents of these very high costs
for utilities with ongoing rate hikes
especi al ly.

| personally grew up in a very
budget - consci ous househol d, and we were
strictly taught to turn off |ights when
| eavi ng each room to reach for a sweater and
a hat before turning up the thernostat. |
still do this today, which can drive ny
husband crazy. And | know that it's not
everybody's chosen lifestyle. But whether
it's for environnental or financial
reasons -- or both, in ny case -- | know
there are nmany New Yorkers who do closely
wat ch t heir usage.

So currently the structuring of
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utility billing has hefty delivery and
service fees, with the actual usage per

kil owatt hour or therms not constituting the
majority of the bill, especially for |ow use
househol ds.

So is there currently any di scussion
to restructure billing fees or tiers to
provi de real meaningful cost savings to give
househol ds greater agency and reli ef
regardi ng nonthly costs, while also further
i ncentivizing househol ds and business to be
nore conscious of their usage either by habit
or by upgrading energy efficient el enents of
t he buil di ng?

PSC CHAIR CHRISTIAN. So |I'Il take
this one. So we at the comm ssion eval uate
rates and their inplenmentation with every
rate case. Each utility has its own uni que
set of costs, and so the rates becone unique
utility by utility.

W're trying a variety of different
ways to inplenent newrates. | nentioned
earlier what we're doing with electric

vehi cl es and how we're providing themwth
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| oner rates during times when there's plenty
of energy that's renewabl e and cheap, higher
rates during times when the grid is stressed.
That's a type of tine variant tine-of-use
pri ci ng.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: | appreciate
that. | spoke locally to our power suppliers
and | said does that nean that we're staying
at the current rate and the | ower usage is
| oner, or is the higher usage just higher?
And t hey sheepishly said the higher usage is
just higher. So it's not a decrease, it's
just an increase during the peak tines.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN:. Right. So
that's one approach, right? Wat we're doing
right nowin Long Island is a simlar setup,
time variant pricing where there's different
tranches of prices throughout the day. The
price will change. And the goal of that is
to encourage use to shift during the | ower
cost periods and to limt use during the
hi gher cost --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: | under st and.

And so maybe people will be paying | ess nore,
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but still the |owest rate, the |owest
tranche, the lowest tinme is still probably
going to continue increasing. It's not going

to be |l ess than what payers are payi ng now.

" m | ooking to see how nmy constituents
can find relief fromtheir bills.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN So happy to have
a further discussion with you on this
of fline.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY:  Looki ng forward
to it. Thank you.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN.  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Thank you.

Tomry John. Assenbl ynman -- forgot
your last name, |'msorry. Schiavoni.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI : Good eveni ng.
Thank you. | have a question about Community
Choi ce Aggregation and the advantages of the
opt-in version versus the opt-out version for
muni ci palities. This is sonething that is in
pl ace in a nunber of comrunities throughout
the state, particularly Wstchester, and
we' ve been floating that on Long I|sland as

wel | .
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So if you could kind of give us the
two-m nute prinmer on opt in versus opt out,
and the advantages and di sadvant ages of each.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  Sure.

So the basic prem se between Conmunity
Choi ce Aggregation, it allows people living
in a particular area to subscribe for access
to renewabl e energy. So they can power their
homes, all their electricity use would cone
from a dedi cated renewabl e energy source,
devel oped to provide themw th electricity.

And the best way to do this is to
ensure that the devel oper, fromtheir
perspective, they need to ensure they have a
| ar ge nunber of people who are actually going
to sign up for this. And so this brings us
to the point you're raising about opt in
versus opt out.

In the opt-in reginme, you have to go
house to house and get everyone to
deliberately want to do this. They have to
affirmatively sign on. So it takes tinme to
get a large nunber of people, and in many

cases you never exceed a particular level, a
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t hreshol d of people signing up. It becones
incredi bly challenging to get to the point
where it can be a financially viable project.

Opt out is a very different story,
where in a particular area everyone is
automatically assuned to be in, and they have
the opportunity to | eave. And through this
they're notified or we've set requirenents
for communi cati ons and how t hese processes
work. This is sonething the comm ssion has
reviewed | want to say four or five tines
over the last three years. W've issued a
variety of orders refining and adapting the
process.

But ultimately what we have today is a
system where a comunity wants to nove
forward with an aggregation, they will notify
t he people in that geographic area of the
potential for this aggregation. |If they
choose to opt out, they won't be a part of
t he aggregation. Those who take no acti on,
they're by default in.

So that's the fundamental difference

bet ween opt in and opt out, and that's --
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that's -- yeah, that's the difference.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHIAVONI:  So if we were
to nmove forward with this and to give our
ratepayers -- when | say our ratepayers, in a
particular nmunicipality -- a choice on
whet her to use green energy or not, it would
have to be the opt-out nethod, because the
muni ci pality would need the critical mass of
consuners in order to negotiate for a price
that woul d be even for the entire group.

PSC CHAIR CHRI STIAN: That is -- that
is what we have been finding in the
literature and through the various prograns,
yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI: And j ust one
| ast point on this.

Communi ties that do adopt CCA, they do
allow their ratepayers to just drop out of
t he program conpl etely.

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN:  Yeah, one can
| eave the program It's not a -- you can
di vorce it, yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI :  Ckay, thank

you. Thank you, Chair.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Ed Ra,
ranker .

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you, M. Chair.

Thank you both for your testinony.

M. Driscoll, one of the topics that
has conme up a lot, | know you're very well
aware of this downstate, |'msure in other
parts of the state a lot of municipalities
are adopting noratoriunms with regard to
battery storage facilities. Are there, you
know, safety standards in effect, or is that
bei ng worked on in particular with regard to
siting these types of facilities within
residential areas?

Because it seens |like right now the
muni ci palities are -- in the absence of that,
are, you know, stepping in and putting in
t hese noratoriuns.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Yeah. |
think that one piece of this is an
educati onal conponent. | think that we could
do a better job of educating around a | ot of
t he technol ogi es that we're pursuing and

deploying. So that would be one | think key
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conmponent here.

| know that the Governor set up the
wor ki ng group | ast year to | ook at safety
around battery storage.

| can tell you that we're piloting a
utility-scale battery in the North Country --
in fact, it's online now, 20 negawatts.

We've done a lot of learning around that. W
spoke earlier with Assenbl ynenber Gray around
some of the work we've done up there.

We al so have a battery outside of our
building in Wiite Plains that we're testing,
which is a new technol ogy that sort of
i slands the interior conponents of the
battery, so you can't have a thernmal runaway
situation which causes the fires.

So, | nmean, there's a lot of work
bei ng done. oviously it's -- battery
storage is critical. W' re obviously |ooking
at other technol ogies other than lithiumion,
which we're doing with some of our R&D
partners and with the Electric Power Research
I nstitute.

So | think that safety standards can
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al ways get better. W' re doing our own
| earning for the benefit of the industry and
the state at NYPA

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  And are first
responders part of that conversation and
wor kgroup so that they -- because obviously I
t hink they have concerns with regard to --

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCCOLL: Yes. Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: -- havi ng adequate
resources and equi prent.

NYPA PRESI DENT DRI SCOLL: Ri ght.

And we're working closely with FDNY on
sonme of the potential solutions at our peaker
facilities in the city, too, and they'll have
a big say about what can go where, as wll
t he communities.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you.

CHAIl RMOVAN KRUECER: All right. Well,
t hen, we have perhaps not all asked every
guestion, but we've all ran out of time. So
we want to thank you very nuch for your
partici pation tonight and for your work on
behal f of the State of New York. And you nmay

hear from sone of us afterwards.
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And again, like all the governnent
panels, if you'd now pl ease | eave us as
qui ckly as possi bl e.

(Laughter.)

PSC CHAI R CHRI STI AN.  Thank you.

CHAIl RMOVAN KRUEGER: And i f people
need to grab you, they should grab you in the
hal | way, not in the hearing room Except for
nmy col | eague Pete Harckham who's al ways very
genteel with everyone. So thank you

And I"'mgoing to call up, for those of
you who thought it woul d never happen, we're
now on Panel D, the beginning of the --

(Appl ause from audi ence.)

CHAIl R\MOVAN KRUECGER:  All right! Are
you applauding them or that we're finally
getting to you? |'mnot sure.

Both. Both. Al right. Good.

So first panel, Natural Resources
Def ense Council, Environnmental Advocates of
New Yor k, New York League of Conservation
Vot ers, and Beyond Pl asti cs.

You each get three mnutes. And just

a rem nder, people | know rmay have to run for
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trains, they may have already left. Please

l et us know up front if you -- unless you' ve
already left, and then you won't be hearing

me. And it's three mnutes for each of you

and none of us are allowed to take nore than
three mnutes to ask you questions.

Ckay, lan, do ne a favor. Take the
dirty cups there, just throw t hem away.
Thanks.

Al right, shall we start with -- in
the order you were there, with
Nat ural Resources Defense Council first,
Rick Schrader. |Is that okay?

MR. SCHRADER: Yes, thank you,
Senator. Thank you, Assenbl ynman Pretl| ow.

Can you hear nme okay?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Yeah.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  Yes.

MR SCHRADER: Great, thanks.

Inmy limted time, | just want to run
t hrough a couple of bills that we support,
they're on our priority list.

Because a | ot of the topics today and

the themes today were affordability, one
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bill -- one program| think that's em nently
capabl e of saving noney for New Yorkers, and
that's NY HEAT. Just to start with, if we
get rid of the 100-foot rule, that's a
$200-m | li on-a-year tax and ratepayer subsidy
for gas utilities when a new custoner cones
online if they're within 100 feet of the gas
pi pe. Wy should we be paying that to expand
gas infrastructure? It's a |lot of noney for
ratepayers to have to pay. You save noney
right off the top.

Secondly, the obligation to serve.
Wthout going into detail on it -- it was
t ouched on by the chairman of the PSC -- the
utilities are going to be spending
$150 billion in the next 25, 30 years to lay
down new pipe. They don't need all of that
pipe. And they're noving in a rapid,
aggressive way to lay it down because it's
profitable, it makes noney. And they want
t hat noney invested there because they're
afraid that there's going to be renewabl e
alternatives that will cone in.

This lawwill allow -- this bill wll
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allow, if it beconmes law, for the Public
Servi ce Comm ssion to have nore ability to do
the transition, to say no to sonme of that
investment. And | think that's a critica
piece that will save consumers noney in this
st at e.

Third, while we are currently giving
in New York State a $1.6 billion in tax

subsidies a year to the fossil-fuel industry,

the Krueger-Sinmon bill -- which is an
excellent bill, it's been an NRDC priority
for a nunber of years -- this wll

i mredi ately get noney back into the coffers
of New York State.

There is no industry in the country
that needs this less than the oil and gas
i ndustry. Trust me on that, please. They
make $450 mllion a year. They're the reason
we're in this problemto begin with, because
they lied in the 1980s about clinate and they
were climate deniers.

That's why it's such a good | aw t hat
we just passed and that the Governor signed

into law that had the Cimte Superfund,
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because, you know, when you break sonething
and when you rmake sonmething filthy, you
should clean it up. So polluters pay, not
t axpayers, not ratepayers. And thank you
very much, by the way, for that.

W support a $500 mllion
Envi ronnental Protection Fund, a critical
program di sbursenent for everything from
ocean conservation to | and preservations,
et cetera. That's $100 million nmore than is
in the Governor's budget.

W al so support a $600 million
investnent in the Clean Water Infrastructure
Act, which is $100 mllion nore than the
Governor put in.

Cap- and-i nvest, speaking very quickly,
anot her way that ratepayers will save sone
noney on fossil-fuel suppliers, they wll
have to take an all owance which will be a
cost. That noney will be put into a fund,
and that fund can both help to pay for
renewabl es, help to pay for coastal
resilience and ot her kinds of inprovenents

that will protect us as the climte crises
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continue -- not climte change -- and al so
nmoney that will go directly to help
rat epayers.

We support the Packagi ng Reduction and
Recycling Act, the Fashion Act, which this is
an industry that's increasingly growing in
ternms of greenhouse gas em ssions, and then
the Heal thy Home Right to Know Act.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: (M c off.) Hi,
how are you?

M5. NADEAU:. |'mwell, thank you.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Good.

M5. NADEAU:. Thank you so nuch, Chairs
and nenbers of the commttee.

So there's a lot in Environmental
Advocates' testinmony. |'mgoing to focus
nost of nmy time this evening on the
cap-and-i nvest program

New York prides itself on being a
| eader -- economically, culturally and
environnmental ly. But today that is all at
ri sk because of Governor Hochul's decision to
indefinitely delay the cap-and-invest

program a programwhich, if done right, wll
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set a declining cap on em ssions and raise
revenue by selling allowances to corporate
polluters for the right to pollute.

This isn't just a mssed opportunity,
it's a betrayal of the prom ses in the
Climate Leadership and Comrunity Protection
Act. It ignores science. It disregards the
urgency of the climate crisis. |t underm nes
the hard work of the Legislature, state
agenci es, and the tens of thousands of
New Yor kers demandi ng acti on who have al ready
wei ghed in on this programand its stages to
date. This is no time to hit pause. W
cannot afford it.

Prograns |i ke cap-and-invest can
transform New York, creating jobs, cleaning
our air and water, replacing | ead pipes, and
investing in frontline communities. And
we' ve al ready seen the positive inpact of
prograns |ike the Cean Water | nvestnent Act
and the Environnmental Protection Fund.

And now we need your help to demand
accountability and funding that nmatches the

scale of the climate crisis. The cost of
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inaction is incredibly steep -- nore

fl oodi ng, deadly heatwaves, asthnma in

chil dren and vul nerabl e popul ati ons, and | ost
jobs. And transformative funding isn't just
about dollars, it's about lives. |It's about
the child in the Bronx breathing dirty air,
the famly in Troy who needs cl ean water, and
the communities hit hardest by clinate

i npacts who need sol utions today, not

t onor r ow.

Del ayi ng cap-and-invest threatens
billions of dollars each year in climte
revenue that could ease utility costs for
famlies, build resilient infrastructure, and
reduce pollution where it's needed nost.

Most | ow and noderate-inconme New Yorkers
woul d see a net financial benefit under a
cap-and-invest program And every doll ar
invested in clinmate resilience saves $7,
dependi ng on the study you read, in disaster
recovery efforts.

Governor Hochul's proposed alternative
to cap-and-invest is a $1 billion prom se

stretched very thin over five years. | have
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sat in this seat for years calling for
significant climate investnments. | know that
with your help and additional directive

| anguage, New York can put those dollars to
good use. But a one-shot appropriation does
not and will not neet the need.

So this is the Legislature's tinme to
shine. In the face of an all-out assault
com ng from Washi ngton, D.C., we need your
hel p. Denmand that cap-and-invest nove
forward wit hout delay. Push for $600 mllion
in clean water infrastructure. Pass the
Packagi ng Reduction and Recycling
I nfrastructure Act, enact bans on PFAS,
saf eguard private well owners, and pass the
NY HEAT Act.

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Beyond Pl astics?

M5. ENCK: Good evening. |'mJudith
Enck, the president of Beyond Plastics. |
previously served as deputy secretary for the
environnment for two governors, and it was ny

greatest honor to be appointed by
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Presi dent (bana to serve as EPA Regi ona
Admi ni strator.

Congrats, Assenbl ynenber Pretlow, on
your new | eadership position here.

We all know the serious problens,
envi ronnmental and heal th probl ens associ at ed
with plastic pollution. But |I'mhere tonight
to point out that plastic pollution is also a
very significant fiscal problem In New York
we generate about 34 billion pounds of waste
every year. That is staggering. Only
19 percent gets recycled, 39 percent buried,
15 percent burned, and 27 percent exported to
ot her states.

The burning and the burying nostly
happens in | owincome comunities and/ or
conmuni ties of color, whether it's the
Fi nger Lakes, which hosts the Seneca Meadows
Landfill, or the Covanta garbage incinerator
in Newark, New Jersey, that burns Manhattan's
trash.

There are huge taxpayer expenses here
and a real opportunity to reduce costs by

adopti ng Assenbl ynenber dick and
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Senat or Harckham s Packagi ng Reducti on and
Recycling Infrastructure Act.

| can drone on and on for hours about

the inmportance of that bill, but I'd rather
just denonstrate to you what this bill wll
do. | have a friend who's very

envi ronnment al | y consci ous when she makes

pur chases. She wanted to buy pen

hi ghl i ghters that were made from wood rat her
than plastic. She is rmuch nore hardcore than
| am So she ordered it fromthis little

nom and- pop conpany, Anmazon. It canme in this
(indicating), and then it came in this
(indicating), then it canme in this
(indicating), and then she got her ECO

hi ghl i ghters.

Amazon has no skin in the gane to
solve the problem W as taxpayers have to
pay to get rid of all of this. W also pay
with our health in terns of mcroplastics in
our bodies. Anmazon could have easily shipped
this in sonething like this (indicating) --
made fromrecycl ed paper, and you can put it

i n your home recycling bin.
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This will not change until the
Packagi ng Reduction and Recycling
Infrastructure Act is adopted. W urge you
to cosponsor the bill. It passed the Senate
| ast session. It cane close in the Assenbly.
We need sonething like this soon, because
conpanies will not change on their own.

On the health inpacts of plastic,

Dr. Leo Trasande, a nedical doctor at NYU
Langone, he's estimted that plastics cause
$250 billion a year in healthcare costs. So
we have an opportunity to do sonething to
save tax dollars and inprove health.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And, yes, sorry -- oh, you know, |
meant to call you first, but |I was | ooking
that way. |'msorry.

MR. McCLELLAN:. That's okay.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: New Yor k League
of Conservation Voters, Patrick Mdellan.

MR. McCLELLAN. Thank you to the
chairs and the nmenbers who are here. M nane
is Pat MClellan. |'mthe policy director

for the New York League of Conservation
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Vot er s.

The last time Donald Trunp was in
office, threatening to roll back the clock on
envi ronnmental protections and fighting
climate change, New York stepped up. During
that time we solidified our commtnment to
of fshore wi nd, we adopted congestion pricing,
we established the Cean Water Infrastructure
Act, we made it easier to site renewabl e
energy, we did a lot of other things. And of
course the highlight was that we passed the
Climate Leadership and Comrunity Protection
Act, which in 2019, when it was passed, was a
nation-| eading commtnment to act on the
climate crisis.

Today we're failing to live up to that
commtrment, and we're currently on track to
m ss al nost every goal that's laid out in the
CLCPA, and it's not because those goals are
i npossi ble. | know that that has been the
subj ect of a |lot of questions today, but
t hese goals are not inpossible. W're just
not taking the actions that we know we need

to to achieve them And as a result, we're
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failing New Yorkers and we're failing our
children. And this Executive Budget does not
neet this noment.

The single nost inportant action the
state nmust take now is to adopt the
cap-and-invest programthat was called for in
the dimate Action Plan and antici pated when
the Legislature authorized the Clinmate Action
Fund in the budget two years ago.

Cap- and-invest is the strongest, nost
cost-effective tool at the state's disposal
to tackle the climate crisis, using a

mar ket - based approach to both incentivize
econony-w de em ssion reductions while
generating billions of dollars in recurring
revenue from polluters, not taxpayers, for

i nvestnments in deep carbon reductions and in
climate justice.

NYLCV and many ot her advocates in this
room bel i eve that the draft cap-and-invest
regul ations -- which by | aw shoul d have been
publ i shed no | ater than 2023, woul d be
rel eased this nonth and finalized by the end

of the year -- now there is an indefinite
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del ay, which we find to be unaccept abl e.

So we urge Governor Hochul to direct
DEC and NYSERDA to advance the rules for
public conment inmmediately. And while we
t hi nk the Executive needs to publish those
draft regul ations, we al so need the
Legislature to work with the Governor in this
budget process to take action on additional
conpl ementary policies to ensure that we get
back on track to tackling the clinmate crisis.

In the enacted budget we urge the
Legislature to tackle pollution from
bui | di ngs by passing the NY HEAT Act, which
woul d start the planning process for
equitably and cost-efficiently reducing our
reliance on natural gas while al so saving
wor ki ng New Yorkers noney on their utility
bills.

We al so need the Legislature to pass
the Cl ean Fuel Standard, which in California
and Washington State has been paired with
cap-and-invest prograns to displace fossil
fuels fromthe transportati on sector, ranp up

el ectric vehicle adoption, and reduce overal
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pollution at little to no cost to consumers.

We al so urge the Legislature to
increase the state's distributed sol ar goa
and update the solar tax credit to make
rooftop solar accessible to nore New Yorkers;
provi de new tax incentives and siting reforns
to accel erate the buildout and reduce the
soft costs of battery energy storage systens,
which are critical to achieving our renewabl e
energy goal s; and to pass new purchase
rebates for zero-em ssion vehicles.

New York can still be the | eader we
need on clinmate change in this nonent, but we
need Governor Hochul and the Legislature to
have the courage to seize that nmantl e.

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Any -- oh, Senator Harckham

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you,

Madam Chair. Thank you all for being here.

First, | want to take a second just to
thank all of the NGOs and nonprofits for
waiting it out. |It's been a long day. W

want to hear fromyou. Your testinony is
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inmportant. So I'mnot going to ask a | ot of
guestions of all of you, so | can hear from
you.

But just because the timng worked out
t hat Beyond Pl astics had your Lobby Day
t oday, the Chem stry Council had their
Lobby Day today -- for every action, there is
an equal and opposite reaction -- | just
wanted to ask you a quick question for the
record, Judith.

What is your opinion on advanced
recycling or chem cal recycling?

M5. ENCK: So advanced recycling is
nei t her advanced or -- and it's not
recycling. |It's basically using high heat to
take waste plastic and attenpt to turn in
into |l owgrade fossil fuel -- the last thing
we need. In sone rare instances they try to
break down waste plastic to make new pl astic
polymers, but it creates a huge anount of
hazar dous wast e.

And even if you swept aside all of the
heal th and environnental problens with

chemi cal recycling, which is what the
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pl astics industry suggests as a solution to
the problem it only -- the current
facilities only are handling 1.3 percent of

the country's waste plastics. So let's say

t hey double it. That's 2.6 percent. It's
just a marketing schenme. It's not a real
sol uti on.

| also want to add I -- one of the

| ar gest proponents of chem cal recycling is
ExxonMobil. And | asked to tour their
facility in Houston, and at first they said
yes, and then they said no. And | want to
know why ExxonMobi| woul d not all ow

Beyond Pl astics to have a prearranged visit
to their chemcal recycling facility in
Baytown, Texas. |If it's really that clean,
t hey shoul d open their doors to journalists
and advocates and | et us take a | ook.

It's not new It's relying on a
technol ogy call ed pyrolysis or gasification
or solvolysis. And conpani es have been
trying this for decades. So not
surprisingly, chem cal conpanies and

fossil-fuel conmpanies do not want to turn off
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the tap on plastic. They just want to keep
i nventi ng new pseudo-sol utions that | eave
t axpayers with this ness.

So |'m opposed to chem cal recycling,
in case that wasn't clear.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you very
much. Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Anyone el se?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
dick

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLICK:  Yes, let ne al so
join Senator Harckhamin thanking all of you
for not just being here today but being here,
you know, year in and year out, trying to
nove the ball forward

Just briefly, we've heard today froma
| ot of different people that naybe we can't
do this or maybe we can't do that because
it's too expensive or it's going to cost
everybody or something. Are there costs
associated with not doing things?

And if in the instance of plastics




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

590

recycling, or plastic -- trying to reduce

pl astics, do we have ot her exanples of

i ndustry nmaki ng changes when they see that
there's an econom c benefit to making a
change? So would that be |ike nmaybe you
can't make the fuel -efficient cars unless
you're, you know, forced to? Sonething |ike
that. Anyone.

M5. ENCK: Lots of exanples. [If you
| ook at the auto industry, one of ny favorite
things when | was at EPA was to neet with
conpani es that were inpacted by changi ng
regul ations. And after the EPA anended the
Clean Air Act to require better fuel
efficiency -- so you and | pay less at the
punp -- | met with auto deal ers who said, Oh,
my gosh, we can never achi eve these
requi renents. Are you really serious about
pronoting electric cars?

And | said yes, we actually are,
because of air-quality concerns and health
concerns.

| think the lesson with the Clean Ar

Act, the federal Cean Water Act is that
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vol untary change doesn't work. W need | aws
and strong enforcenent of the laws to nake
that change. And as Patrick nmentioned, the
federal government is just not going to be
t here for us.

|"mextrenmely concerned about the
future of the EPA, which includes a | ot of
federal funding that cones to New York for
clean air, for drinking water, for sewage
treatment plants. And so in the context of

this budget, New York needs to plan for this

reduction in EPA's role at the federal |evel.

MR. SCHRADER: If | could respond,
too, Chairwoman Aick. And thank you for
t hat question. Two points.

One, the entire C ean Water Act
created an industry that has gotten
i ncreasi ngly and evol ved increasingly in
terms of its sophistication dealing with
dri nki ng water and wastewater. Now, |'ve
been around | ong enough -- | | obbied for the

Clean Water Act in 1972. And what happened

since then is we've seen literally, literally

trillions of dollars put into these kinds of
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t echnol ogi es, and we had an extraordinary
i npact as far as cl eaner water.

And the last thing I want say is we
heard from NYSERDA today. W know for a fact
t hat once you balance it out, it's going to
be a benefit in terns of all of these new
t echnol ogi es and renewables in terns of over
$115 billion. You add in health inpacts,
et cetera, to that.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  Thank you very
much.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Anyone el se? Then |I'm going to thank
you. And pl ease don't take our not asking
guestions as any kind of --

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW | have -- | have a
few.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER: Ch, excuse ne.

Ch, don't go anywhere.

(Laughter.)

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  The chair wants
to ask you a few questions.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW No, no, it's not

me. |'mnot going to belabor this, but our
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ranker would like to ask a few questions.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you.

Good evening. OCh, did you nean -- you
meant nme?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  You.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Ckay. Thank you.

So just for Beyond Plastics, | nean, |
woul d agree that, right, the goal is to
change behavior. And |I've gotten stuff |ike
that in the mail, and sonetines you scratch
your head. But as we |ook at the EPR bill,
one of the things that obviously comes up is
we have | ots of household staples that people
buy at the grocery store that use these types
of plastics to package them and concerns
have been raised that are we going to | ose
access to these products. So if -- nunber
one, if you could respond to that.

MS. ENCK: So we are not Rhode I|sl and,
we are New York. And | don't think nost
conpani es are going to give up the New York
mar ket .

| would al so say that Assenbl ynenber
dick and Senator Harckhamis bill requires --
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the bill that passed the Senate requires a
30 percent reduction in plastic. So we're
still going to have 70 percent all owed.

And | woul d respectfully suggest that
the bill go back to the original version
which is a 50 percent reduction in plastic
packagi ng, not 30 percent, given the
seriousness of the problemthat we face.

So | don't see big conpanies or snall
conpani es pulling out of New York because
t hey have to reduce their plastic packagi ng
by 30 or 50 percent. And there are
alternatives. W don't need a space-age
breakt hrough. The alternatives are paper,
cardboard, metal, glass -- things that were
used for decades with no real difficulty.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  So then the next
piece of that is, are those alternatives at a
simlar price point, or will the cost go up?
|"msure you're aware there's been studies
t hat have projected a total consumer cost of
nore than a billion dollars annually, which
think it bal ances out to $900 per househol d.

Do you di spute those numnbers?
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M5. ENCK: Ch, yeah. That's not a
credi ble study. [It's been recycled from
state to state by a Canadi an professor who
|"msure is a nice guy but is not doing the
mat h correctly.

The nice thing about the Packagi ng
Reducti on and Recycling Infrastructure Act is
we often hear from conpanies, Don't tell us
exactly what to do, just tell us the goals
and let us conply. And that's what this bill
does. Sone conpanies will just reduce their
use of packagi ng and save noney. Ohers will
shift away from plastic.

| think the benefit to taxpayers for
having to pay for all of this will far exceed
any potential increase in price, which
don't think is going to be significant.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOWN  Assenbl yman Qti s.

ASSEMBLYMAN OT1 S:  Thank you.

First, thank you for those of you that
t al ked about cl ean water, enphasizing the
need to add $100 mllion. Since we started

doing 500 mllion a year since 2017, we've
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had an increase in need to address energing
contam nants, increasing need to address |ead
pi pes and other issues. So it's about tinme
we get an increase there.

Question for Judith. W often talk
about what you do with the plastic after the
fact. Could you just comrent briefly on the
envi ronnental cost of producing the plastic
to begin with and how that costs New Yorkers?

M5. ENCK: Sure. So nost plastic is
actual ly produced in Texas, Louisiana, and
Appal achi a, causing trenmendous heal th damage
there. But wit large, we all have
m croplastics in our bodies. And for nany,
many decades, plastic producers said don't
worry about all this single-use plastic, you
can just recycle it. Turns out that's not
true. The plastic recycling rate is 5 to
6 percent.

| support recycling. | started ny
town's recycling programas a volunteer. But
| want to explain why plastics has been such
an abysmal failure for recycling. You cannot

recycle this with this and this (indicating
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bags). There are 16,000 different chemicals
used to make plastic, all different types of
pl astics and different colors. It cannot be
recycled together. That's why the plastic
recycling rate is so low. | wish it was
higher. It's never been high. It hasn't
been doubl e digits even when we exported so
much plastic to China. China closed its
doors.

| would recommend that everyone | ook
at the lawsuit filed by California Attorney
General Rob Bonta. He sued ExxonMobil for
deceptively trying to fool the public into
t hi nki ng that plastics can be easily
recycled, which is not true. Again, keep
recycling everything else, but not -- let's
be honest about the failure of plastic

recycling.

And the Attorney General of California

al so sued ExxonMobil for their deceptive
statenents involving chem cal recycling or
advanced recycling that Senator Harckham just
asked ne about.

ASSEMBLYMAN OT1 S:  Thank you.
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| yield the rest of ny tinme back.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
Kassay.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: Ckay. Good
eveni ng, and thank you all for hanging in.

You know, these are incredibly
i mportant topics, and I'mgoing to pick up on
where two speakers ago left off as far as
costs go.

So we know that in the long run
envi ronnental sustainability is fisca
responsibility. But in the short term
sonetinmes it's difficult to show our
constituents that if they see prices go up at
t he checkout aisle, you know, or on Amazon,
if that's the case with a bill l|ike this,
what we as legislators or ne as a | egislator
woul d really benefit fromis having those
figures saying here are the other costs that
are either not going to go up or actually
m ght decrease as a result.

So for exanple, in ny district, the
Br ookhaven Landfill is closing. As a result,

t axes have gone up double digits in the
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Town of Brookhaven and there's no clear plan
for waste nanagenment, to my know edge, noving
forward. And so the Town of Brookhaven
residents are likely to see, you know, an
increase in cost that is tied to the amount
of waste that they're producing.

So is there actual figures -- you
know, theoretically, | know we have these
conversations. But can someone provide
figures to us of, you know, landfill costs
or, you know, waste managenment costs as wel |
as other costs -- not so nuch health, but
sonmething that's really practicable for
consuners who are understandably wat chi ng
their bottomline and wanting to see that,
yes, you know, this is happening over here,
but here's where it's going to be offset
likely nore and, you know, benefit you
financially. Thank you.

MR. SCHRADER: Well, as far as
landfills go, you know, New York State's got
a landfill crisis. You know, we're | ooking
at closing down landfills around the state.

One of the issues around the Fashi on Act,
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which is the Hoyl man-Kelles Act, is that so
much of the fast fashion, the trash fashion
that comes in fromplaces |ike Shein -- they
just wind up -- they're worn a few tines,

they're thrown into the landfill.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: | appreciate --
| hear, and | don't nmean to cut you off. [|I'm
just -- I'mhoping for those -- I'"'ma facts

and figures kind of person, and | really want
to -- I want to help, but | need --

MR. SCHRADER: Energy efficiency is
the place where you're going to see the nost
i mredi at e savi ngs for consuners.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN KASSAY:  Thank you.

MR. McCLELLAN: And al so on waste, the
ti pping fees that towns pay for disposing of
their waste, they're highest for landfills.
So recycling organic waste rather than
landfilling it, as well as recycling netal,
gl ass, plastic, and paper, you know, aside
fromthe environnmental benefits of doing
that, it is literally cheaper on a per-ton
basis for the town's sanitation departnent

than it is to landfill it.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: Right. So but
like -- | want to see like facts and figures,
charts that | can relate to, and
specifically especially with the Plastic
Wast e Reduction Act.

M5. ENCK: | can get back to you --
(mc cuts out).

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: Wiy not?  That
means you definitely have facts and figures.
So thank you, and |I | ook forward to speaking
further.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Kel | es.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN KELLES: So a coupl e of
data pieces on plastics. How rmuch -- |I'm
just curious, how nmuch noney does, at this
poi nt, does the oil and gas industry make on
oil and gas versus plastic?

M5. ENCK: Right now the oil and gas
i ndustry is maki ng nore noney on electricity
generation and transportation. However,
plastics is Plan B for the oil and gas
i ndustry. They know that there's going to be

reduced demand for fossil fuels for cars and
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trucks and electricity generation. So the
conpani es that are really investing in

pl astic production are conpani es we've al
heard of: ExxonMobil, BP, Shell. They want
to keep drilling in order to just keep going.

Now, nost plastics these days are made
fromchem cals and not oil but ethane, a
bypr oduct of hydrof racki ng.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN KELLES: Anot her quick
guestion. Advanced plastics recycling, are
there any facilities that exist that are
profitable on their owmm? O they need
massi ve subsi di es?

M5. ENCK: They all get public
subsi di es.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Ckay.

Shifting -- thank you. Because it's not a
solution if taxpayer dollars are paying for
it, for a private conpany to nake a profit.

A question about neeting our
2030 goals. Can we neet it without the
cap-and-invest, do you think?

MR. McCLELLAN. The reduci ng em ssions
40 percent by 2030 goal ?
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Yeah.

MR McCLELLAN: | don't think that
that goal is achievable no matter what the
state does at this point.

| think the rest of the CLCPA goal s
are, including 70 percent renewabl e energy by
2030. But the year-over-year reductions we
woul d need to have in the next five years to
cut em ssions 40 percent -- | don't think
we' ve even hit double digits yet in the
anount of greenhouse gases we've reduced from
the 1990 baseline. So it's hard for me to
i mgi ne what conbi nation of state policies
coul d actual ly achi eve that.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: And do you
think we could green and decarboni ze our own
systens of state governnent without
cap-and-i nvest ?

MS. NADEAU. It would take tremendous
effort and | eadership, but yeah.

And the Governor can right the ship on
cap-and-invest at any nonment, right? These
are her agencies that have this draft

regul ation sitting on the shelf ready to go.
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So the opportunity is there. And we're
calling on her to lead on this.

Whet her -- so yes, you could do that
at the state procurenent and the state
bui | di ngs |l evel, you can do that statew de.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: But with
cap-and-invest, we aren't -- we wouldn't
achieve it necessarily without it. W don't
have any other funding source that is this
powerful or of this nmagnitude.

M5. NADEAU. No. | nean, nothing
anywhere near this magnitude. And that's the
i nvest side of cap-and-invest. W don't have
any prograns, to the point earlier, to drive
down greenhouse gas em ssion reductions
either. So --

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Right. So we
coul d both drive down the em ssions fromthe
i ndustry while investing in our own
decar boni zati on.

M5. NADEAU:. And investing in
New Yorkers, right? Because at least a third
of the dollars com ng back in froma

cap-and-invest programgo directly back to
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New Yorkers in the form of rebates.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: | think that's
so inmportant. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW Assenbl ynenber
Bur di ck.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Thank you.

This is taking off a bit fromthe
conversation that you just had with
Dr. Kelles. And if you could very briefly
just say what three actions can we take to
get on track for neeting the CLCPA. Just
like in single words or so. Go ahead.

MR McCLELLAN: Advance
cap-and-invest. Invest in decarbonizing
st at e-owned bui |l di ngs through thernmal energy
networks. Pass the Cl ean Fuel Standard.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Good.

Next ?

M5. ENCK: Pass the Packagi ng
Reducti on and Recycling Infrastructure Act,
because plastics is a climte-change issue.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Ckay. Second?
Ch, was that everything? Go ahead.

M5. NADEAU:. We're just going to build
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on each other. NY HEAT, right? That's the
ot her place where we've got a ton to gain
there and invest in climte sol utions.

MR SCHRADER: Yeah, | think
cap-and-invest is the critical piece to this.
And the point that was just nade by
Kat herine, a third of the noney's going to go
back as rebates. So it's yet another place,
along with NY HEAT' s getting rid of the
100-foot rule, where consuners wll benefit.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Great. Thank
you.

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Any ot her
guestions?

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Yes.

Assenbl ywoman Jo Anne Sinobn

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.

Thank you. So | have a question for
M. Schrader.

As you may know, | have a bill that
woul d repeal tax expenditures to the worst
fossil-fuel offenders that are harm ng our
climate and save about $336 million. So |'m

wondering if you can comment on |ike the
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val ue added of doing that and how that would
advance the state's clinmate goals as well.

MR. SCHRADER: Yes. And thank you so
much for having that bill.

Three points on this, and NRDC s been
working on the bill for a couple of sessions
now. A, it's noney that's saved by the
state. It's $336 mllion that goes back to
the state. As | said, this industry doesn't
need tax advantages, tax breaks. [It's not an
i ndustry that needs that. Maybe sone do.

And by the way, maybe |long ago it made
sense for the petrol eum busi ness tax. Maybe
long ago in the '50s and '60s it made sense.
It doesn't today. It's msaligned with the
climate | aw.

You know, secondly, it's beneficial --
not just noney com ng back in, but it's going
to be an inportant, | think, step in ternms of
potential noney that's going to be | oosened
up for renewabl es. So yet another
possibility, to Senator Burdick's question,
how do we get to getting the CLCPA goals --

well, this may be one nore aspect of it, a
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chunk of that noney bei ng spent on things
i ke wind, on solar, energy efficiency.
And | neant that before; another
i mredi at e i npact consunmers will benefit from
is energy efficiency. [It's the quickest way

to save fromusing that kind of gas,

electricity, oil, etc.
So, | mean, | think this is such an
i mportant no-brainer bill. You know, we

don't want to be giving the fossil-fuel
i ndustry these kinds of tax benefits --
t hanks again for putting it in -- and it's
m saligned with our climte plan and the
climate | aw.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Schi avoni .

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI : Good eveni ng.
Thank you for being here. Thank you, Chair.

|'ma former town council man, and one
of our |argest expenses in the town was solid
wast e nmanagenent. And you take that in one

town -- of 923 towns throughout the State of

New York, 62 counties, it's really difficult
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to quantify the anount of nobney that our

t axpayers are paying just for solid waste
managenent, forget about the cl eanup and
everything else. It's just a coment, and |
had to get it out. Thank you, Assenbl yworman
Kassay.

Also, is it possible to quantify the
effects of mcroplastics in the human body?
You mentioned $250 billion. From ny
understanding, we really don't quite know
just yet the effects of microplastics inside
a human body. Wuld you speak to that, if
you coul d?

MS. ENCK: Yeah, | teach a class on
plastics. And when | started teaching it |
was | ooking for the health data, as what you
mention. And four years ago it wasn't there.
Today it's there.

M cropl asti cs have been found in our
bl ood, in our lungs, in the human placenta --
both the fetal side and the maternal side --
in breast mlk, in testicles. |It's been
found in our heart arteries. So not our

heart, in our brain -- thank you -- but the
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heart arteries.

And | would direct you to the
New Engl and Journal of Medicine -- you know,
not exactly a radical rag. They said that
because of mcroplastics attaching to plaque
in the heart arteries, we are seeing a
significantly increased risk of stroke,
heart attack, and premature death. They
didn't put a nunmber on that, but it's those
studi es that allowed NYU Langone to say that
pl astics are damagi ng public health to the
tune of 250 billion a year.

W are in early days of quantifying
this. But | would argue that knowi ng all the
parts of our body where we have m cropl astics
and nanopl astics, it's not hel pi ng our
heal t h.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI : Pl astics, they
do break down, right, in sunlight? 1In
sunlight the polymers will break down and
then it --

M5. ENCK: No. No. They are not
bi odegr adabl e.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI: Wl I, it just
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gets into a smaller particle is what it --

M5. ENCK: Yeah, into smaller pieces
that -- the way it gets into our body is we
inhale it or we swallowit. But it doesn't
break down in our bodies.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI :  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you. And
now we're going to excuse the four of you.
Thank you very much

And I"mgoing to call up the next
panel : Earthjustice, Liz Mran; New York
City Environnmental Justice Alliance,

Conor Banbrick; and WE ACT for Environnental
Justice, Annie Carforo.

And since the roomis getting enptier,
the rhythm | would suggest, if you see you're
on the panel after this one, please nove
towards the front so you can get to the table
nore qui ckly. Thank you.

Geat, let's start with Liz, then nove
to Connor, then nove to Annie. Hi.

M5. MORAN. Hi. Good eveni ng,
everyone. Thank you for the opportunity to

testify this evening. M nane is Liz Mran




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

612

|"mthe New York policy advocate with
Earthjustice. 1t's an honor to be on a panel
with fellow groups with the word "justice" in
our names, so thank you for that.

On day one we have a new federal
adm ni stration that has begun to execute a
very clear vision to profit wealthy polluting
corporations while the rest of us are going
to have to pay the price. So neanwhile, when
state action and | eadership could not be nore
i mportant, unfortunately the Governor's
proposed budget doesn't offer a clear vision.
Quite the opposite -- it feels visionless.

The bottomline is no New Yorker voted
for a dirty environnent. Quite the contrary.
Time and time again, we see New Yorkers
broadl y, across political spectruns, support
bold climate and environnental policies and
funding. So to that end, New Yorkers are
counting on you, our State Legislature, to
denonstrate the vision that they want to
actually see executed. They want to see
policies that cut their energy bills. They

want to see policies that cut climte
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pol lution and create good j obs.

So Earthjustice's testinmony outlines a
nunber of ways we feel the Legislature can
acconplish this, but I want to focus on one
particular policy that | think will be a
win-win-win for the Legislature to do this
year, and that is the NY HEAT Act.

A nunber of you today rightfully
nmenti oned that energy bills are skyrocketing
for people, and it is sinply unsustainable.
And the reason for that is our dependence
upon the gas system Every ratepayer is
subsi di zing the very expensive costs of
mai nt ai ni ng our aging gas infrastructure. So
t he NY HEAT Act, every single neasure of this
| egislation is a cost savings nmeasure for New
Yorkers. And I'll explain exactly why.

One is a 6 percent cap on utility
bills for the New Yorkers that need it the
nost. That's going to total to, on average,
$136 that will go back into people's wallets
per nmonth. So that's very straightforward.

But the other provisions of the

legislation are really inmportant as well, and
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t hat tackl es sonething sone peopl e have been
calling a gas nandate, but it's nore formally
known as the obligation to serve. Gas
infrastructure, as | said, is very expensive,
and right now the state has no choice but to
offer gas to people. That's under the state
law. Gas pipelines cost three to six mllion
dollars per mle to replace. |It's sinply
unsust ai nabl e.

So ultimately the NY HEAT Act will
free New Yorkers fromthese costs and enabl e
the state to be aligned with the clinate | aw,
cut pollution, and save New Yorkers noney.

Thank you all so nmuch for the
opportunity to testify.

MR. BAMBRI CK: Thank you, Chairs and
menbers of the committee, for the opportunity
to testify here today. |'m Conor Banbri ck.
|"'ma senior climate adviser for the New York
City Environnmental Justice Alliance.

| want to start off with the CLCPA
i npl enentation. One, there's a requirenent
inthe climate law that 35 to 40 percent of

cl ean energy funds be invested into
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di sadvant aged conmunities. Those funds --
it"'s unclear to us that all state agencies
are paying attention to that requirenent.

But to date, thus far only NYSERDA and
DEC have issued guidance on that. And we
woul d encourage a nore uni form gui dance, one
that directs these funding streans to be
invested directly into communities rather
t han nmeasuring the benefits.

Secondly, on cap, trade and invest,
we've heard a | ot fromthe previous panel.
You know, | certainly support the sentinents
that the Governor should be rel easing these
regul ations. But the suggestion that that is
still a possibility doesn't really hold water
for nme, given that there was no funding
anticipated in the proposed budget.

We woul d urge the Legislature to take
it a step further and adopt a cap-and-invest
program W think done right, under a high
price point, it could wind up saving
New Yor kers significant amounts of noney.

| know, Senator Krueger, you cited a

study earlier -- | believe it was a study
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that we had conducted with Resources for the
Future -- that denonstrated with a high price
poi nt we can save New Yor k househol ds t hat
are $200,000 and below. They'll either break
even or actually wi nd up earning under that
type of proposal.

But we can't just have it go forward
wi t hout al so including some key protections
or guardrails for disadvantaged conmunities
or environnental justice conmunities. So we
urge you to consider legislation that has
been proposed by Assenbl ynenber Kelles and
Senat or Parker that woul d establish these
i nportant protections.

As I'mrunning low on tine here, |I'm
going to briefly touch on the Sustainable
Future program We'd |like to see the ful
di sbursenent of those funds in the next
fiscal year, and al so the inclusion of
di sadvant aged conmunity and | abor protections
that we saw in the dimte Action Fund that
this fund is now goi ng around.

On the subject of air quality, under

the CLCPA there was a Community Air
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Monitoring Programthat was begun. W were
assured that cap-and-invest funding would

t hen be used to inplenent sone of the

sol utions that were found under those
programs. So we urge for those to be funded.

And then finally, under extrene
heat -- this is one of the nbst dangerous
weat her conditions, killing around 350
New York City residents each year. W
encourage the Extreme Heat Action Plan to
receive inplenmentation funding.

Thank you.

M5. CARFORO Hi, everybody. Thank
you so rmuch for the opportunity to testify
t oday.

My name is Annie Carforo. [|'mthe
climate justice canpai gn nanager at WE ACT
for Environmental Justice, which for the past
36 years has been conbating environment al
raci smthrough community organi zing and
policy advocacy at the city, state, and
federal |evels.

It's clear we're |iving through

unprecedented tines with the changi ng federal
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| andscape that rebukes science and deval ues
public investnment, and the Governor's
Executive Budget is a paltry response to the
urgency of this nonent that |eaves | owincone
conmuni ties and conmunities of color

over burdened and under served.

We urge the Legislature to show
anbition and vision in the final budget by
i ncl udi ng proposal s that nove us closer to
our state's climate goals, reconmt to
envi ronnental justice, and | ower costs for
New Yor k househol ds.

Nanely, we need to see a $200 nillion
investment in a green affordable
pre-electrification fund to address deferred
mai nt enance i ssues and elimnate | egacy
envi ronment al hazards |ike |lead, nold, old
roof s, and poor ventilation, which are
wel | -docunented barriers to energy-efficiency
progranms for | owincome households. W' ve
heard multiple times today how energy
efficiency is one of the best ways to reduce
costs, and there's mllions of househol ds

that are being | ocked out of these prograns.
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We need a robust cap-and-invest
program period. But in its absence, we al so
ask the Legislature to direct the
Sust ai nabl e Futures Fund to investnents that
create tangi ble inpacts in di sadvant aged
conmuni ties, avoid false solutions that fai
to address the root causes of climte change
and environnmental injustice. And nost
urgently, we need the Legislature to include
the NY HEAT Act in their final budget.

Qur witten testinony goes into detai
on these three priorities, but I want to use
the rest of ny tine to tal k about energy
affordability.

Last week, when tenperatures dipped
into single digits across the state, the
Hone Energy Assistance Program al so known as
HEAP, a critical lifeline for |owincone
New Yorkers, ran out of funds. The depletion
of HEAP this early in the heating season is
i ndi cative of the broader energy
affordability crisis New Yorkers are
grappling with. Ratepayers are contendi ng

wi th double-digit rate hikes, while a quarter
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of | owincome households in New York City are
al ready payi ng over 17 percent of their
monthly income on utility bills. Uility
arrears clinbed to $1.8 billion in Decenber,
burdening over 1.3 mllion households with
bal | ooni ng debt.

So if the state is serious about
tackling the affordability crisis,
| egi sl ators cannot ignore the spiraling cost
of the status quo -- maintaining an agi ng and
out dated gas systemthat is driving up energy
costs leaving one in four households with
energy bills they cannot afford.

The NY HEAT Act is comonsense
| egislation. And boiled down, it's a
planning bill. It enables utilities and the
state to work together towards a pl anned
transition to a clean energy future in a
coordi nated way that does not exacerbate
di sproportionate burdens on | owincone
conmuni ti es.

The bill halts allocations in mllions
of dollars in ratepayer subsidies to expand

the gas utilities. It redirects ratepayer
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dollars to focus on energy efficiency and
cheaper and cl eaner energy alternatives. The
bill also offers a near-termsolution to
address the affordability crisis by codifying
the 2016 goal to keep energy costs at

6 percent of househol d incone.

However, the bill offers flexibility
on how to achieve this. It requires the PSC
and utilities to evaluate and restructure
exi sting and new bill assistance and energy
ef ficiency programs, and ensure that we're
reachi ng New Yorkers with the highest energy
burden, making sure that nobody is left out
in the cold in weather like this.

Thank you so much

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Any Senat e questions?

Assenbl y?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
dick

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  Just a quick
t hank you for your advocacy, your
i nvol venent, your engagenent and for being

here a little later than you expected. And
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for all of your work. We really appreciate
t he col | aborati on.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
Kel | es.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Yeah, | wanted
to thank you all as well. Thank you for your
patience in sticking this out.

My first question: Wat do you al
feel are the -- or, | know, Conor, we've
tal ked about this, if you want to -- and Li z,
| know we've -- maybe we haven't yet. But
the criteria that you think -- the guardrails
that need to be in place for a cap-and-invest
to be successful and truly achieve the
out cones of the reduced em ssions, and
supporting taxpayers.

MR BAMBRICK: So in terms of the
guardrails and protections that, you know, we
woul d use as an exanple would be no trading,
first of all, to -- we don't want to create a
situation where we have polluters paying to
pollute in certain comunities by buying
al | owances outside of their community.

W would want to see facility-specific
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em ssions caps on facilities |ocated within
di sadvant aged conmuni ti es.

So those are two exanples that would
hel p sort of guard agai nst creating pollution
hot spot situations that we've seen with other
cap-and-trade prograns.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: G eat,

t hank you.

And on NY HEAT, what do you feel the
state needs to do to transition nei ghborhoods
to clean energy and avoid further gas
i nvestment systens? And what do you think is
preventing the state fromnoving faster? And
thirdly, what are the barriers to the
adopti on of nei ghborhood-scal e
el ectrification projects that would be
part -- fundanental to that?

M5. MORAN. So by changing the state's
obligation to serve, or the gas nmandate, that
woul d enabl e much broader decarboni zati on and
consequently electrification. Because the
state existing law requires that utilities
provi de heat -- excuse nme, gas, it neans that

when there's cheaper alternatives avail abl e
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i nstead of replacing an old piece of gas
pipeline, they really can't. They're pretty
much | ocked into it.

So it would save ratepayers' dollars in
t hose i nstances where a utility says it would
actually be nore cost-prudent to have a
thermal energy network or to electrify those
homes in nmany cases, instead of the three to
six mllion dollars per mle of pipeline.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: So the NY HEAT
Act does require -- maintain an obligation to
serve, it just has obligation to serve power,
not obligation to serve gas specifically.

M5. MORAN. Exactly.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: | think that's
i mportant.

M5. MORAN. It changes the existing
law. It doesn't say that people would be
left in the cold.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Geat. Thank
you so much

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you, then,
very rmuch for your testinony tonight.

M5. MORAN.  Thank you all.
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CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Appreciate it.

Calling up the next panel: Rew ring
Anerica; New York Sol ar Energy Industries
Associ ation; New York Cl ean Power; and the
Public Utility Law Project. New Yorkers for
C ean Power, excuse ne.

Good evening. Again, if the next
panel wants to line up right behind themin
the chairs, that would be great.

Agai n, we appreciate your being with
us all day and into the evening. So let's
start with Rewiring Anerica.

MR. HERNANDEZ: (M c off.)

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Nope. It has to
be green. There you go.

MR. HERNANDEZ: There you go.

Thank you. M chael Hernandez. |'m
the New York policy director for Rewiring
America. W're a leading electrification
advocacy group really nmoving -- hel ping
people to nmove forward with their
electrification journey. W're really
| ooki ng at the demand side -- how can we help

peopl e who want to electrify, who want to
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nove away from fossil fuels, to get
incentives, to get information to make that
process easi er.

And so | think when we're | ooking at
t he Executive Budget proposal, we're really
supporting the Sustainable Future Fund,
$1 billion in the Executive Budget -- we
think that should be $2 billion. The Public
Facilities Sustainability, the Executive put
$50 million in there. W think that shoul d
be $100 mllion.

We support the IRA direct paynments for
$10 million. W think NY HEAT Act should be
in the final enacted budget, and al so that
t here should -- the Executive should nove
forward with cap-and-invest with no del ays.

So when thinki ng about the Sustainable
Fund Act, the one -- we think that that fund
should really be streamined. R ght nowit's
very broad, it's including but not limted
to. You can look at ny testinony, |'ve kind
of marked up the appropriation. | really
think that that should really be focused on

bui | di ng decar boni zati on.
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Bui l dings are the | argest source of
greenhouse gas em ssions in New York State.
So it's really how we heat our buil dings, how
we heat our spaces, how we heat our water
that actually contributes the nost to
greenhouse gas enmissions. So if we can
reduce our greenhouse gas em ssions through
bui | di ng decar boni zation, that's the nost
di rect way of reducing greenhouse gas
em ssions for New York State.

We t hink about 20 percent of
New Yorkers are using fuel oil and propane to
heat their homes. That's very expensive.
It's very dirty. And so we want to give them
a break, help themtransition, and use that
billion dollars to help incentivize themfor
t hat program

And then gas is also -- the delivery
charges are extrenely expensive. That's just
paying for the gas infrastructure.

Otentinmes you look at a gas bill, the
delivery charges are three tinmes the anount
of the supply charges. The utility just

passes that supply charge over.
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W al so want to just say that we
support the public buildings -- NYPA is doing
a plan for decarbonizing the 15
hi ghest-em tting buildings. That plan,
there's a status report due this week,
actually. And the final plan will be
subnmitted at the end of this year, but still
within this fiscal year. And so we can start
nmovi ng forward with decarboni zi ng those state
facilities.

And then, finally, the Inflation
Reducti on Act has noney in place for
tax credits for not-for-profits and the state
to do actions, and this noney woul d nove t hat
f orwar d.

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Next we have the New York Sol ar Energy
| ndustries Associ ation, Noah G nsburg.

MR. G NSBURG. Good evening. M/ nane
is Noah G nsburg. |'mthe executive director
of New York Sol ar Energy Industries
Association. NYSEIA is a trade association

that represents New York's rooftop and
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comunity sol ar industry. W have 230 nenber
conpani es across the state.

Just to give you a sense about the
di stributed solar industry, there are
800 sol ar conpanies in New York State. W
have nore than 15,000 workers in this sector.

|"mgoing to talk -- there are two
mai n types of distributed solar. There's
sol ar on the rooftops on hones and
busi nesses, and there's community sol ar,
whi ch are snal | -scal e ground-nount sol ar
projects that serve fol ks who can't put solar
on their own rooftop.

Sone of the benefits of distributed
solar: W can deploy it quickly and
cost-effectively. It can deliver direct bil
savi ngs to New York homes and busi nesses. It
provi des revenue to rural |andowners and
muni ci palities. It creates good jobs and
supports econonm ¢ devel opnent. It |owers
systemni de costs by generating power during
ti mes of peak demand, |owering energy prices
not just for the folks who are participating

but for all ratepayers.
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And finally, inproved |and use. By
putting nore solar on the built environment
and installing solar in snaller increnments,
it can be collocated with agriculture and be
devel oped in a way that aligns with
New York's other priorities.

Distributed solar really is New York's
cl ean-energy success story. W're ahead of
schedul e and under budget. There are nore
jobs in this sector than any other renewabl e
energy sector in the state. Last year al one,
we deployed 1.24 gigawatts of distributed
solar. So that's a new record for New York
St at e.

Despite all of this success, we're
really at a crossroads right now. There are
sonme very serious challenges. Restrictive
| ocal laws and noratoria are stopping sol ar
projects in their tracks. The DEC s red tape
and the expanded jurisdiction and the | ack of
cl ear guidance is causing layoffs in this
i ndustry where fol ks are not devel opi ng new
projects. Rising interconnection costs and

the | ax oversight of our utilities are
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driving up the cost to build clean energy
projects. And finally, inflation and high
interest rates are really inpacting demand
for solar for hones and for businesses. And
totop it all off, the Trunp adm nistration
is going to be reducing federal support for
our industry.

So if these chall enges are not
addressed, we're going to see precipitous
declines in devel opnent, depl oynent and
enpl oyment. Sinply put, New York can go big
or go hone.

NYSEI A and a growi ng coalition are
calling for New York to go big. W're
| ooki ng for New York to raise our
di stributed solar goal and to advance
policies that are going to drive down costs.

Because |'mrunning short on tine, |'m
going to talk specifically about one policy
t hat absolutely needs to be in the budget,
and that is the nodernizing and the
strengt heni ng of the New York Residentia
Sol ar Tax Credit.

So this is a policy wherein fol ks who
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install solar in their hone in New York State
get a tax credit, but that per-household cap
hasn't been raised since 2006. W need to
raise that cap. W also need to nake this
credit refundable so that |owincone folks
can participate and benefit as well.

Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN KRUECER:  New Yor kers for
Cl ean Power.

MR. GUPTA: (Good evening. M nane is
Anshul Gupta. |'mthe policy and research
director at New Yorkers for C ean Power, a
st at ewi de col | aborative canpai gn --

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUECER:  Pull the mic
cl oser.

MR GUPTA: -- a statew de
col | aborative canpaign to rapidly shift to a
cl ean energy econony. Thank you for this
opportunity to speak today.

The energy affordability and clinate
crises, the health inpacts of oil and gas
pol lution, the principles of environnental
justice, and the mandates of the climte | aw

all demand swift, powerful action by the
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Legislature at this tine.
In 2023, CGovernor Hochul announced an

econony-w de cap-and-invest program as her

preferred mechani smfor funding the CLCPA and

enforcing its statutory greenhouse gas
emssions limts. After mssing |ast year's
statutory deadline to finalize this

| egi sl ation, the Governor now abruptly

shel ved the program just as agency staff
conpl eted their work on devel opi ng the ful
regul atory package.

These delays in the programs roll out
not only deprived New Yorkers of critica
investrments in cleaner infrastructure to
reduce pollution in our homes, workpl aces,
and school s, but also increased future costs
of reducing climte pollution.

We urge the Legislature to call upon
the Governor to inmediately rel ease the ful
cap-and-invest regul ati ons. However, as
critical as cap-and-invest is, it is one of
the tools in a broader policy framework for
reducing climate pollution. It will require

synergistic, legislative, and regul atory
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actions to be successful.

And the single nost effective piece of
substantive | egislation which al so
nmeani ngful |y addresses energy affordability
in the state is the NY HEAT Act. Each key
provi sion of this popular, |ong-overdue
| egislation explicitly or inplicitly seeks to
reduce New Yorkers' energy burdens while
rectifying costly incongruencies between the
state's climate | aw and the Public Service
Law.

Every bit of delay in passing this
bill locks in irreversible ratepayer
l[iabilities and corresponding rate hi kes from
wast eful investnents in new fracked-gas
pi pes, while m ssing opportunities to
redirect those investnments into inproving our
built environment, enhancing health, confort,
and safety, reducing climate and air
pol lution, and renoving a key statutory
barrier to the adoption of thernal energy
networ ks at scal e.

We urge the Senate and the Assenbly to
include the full NY HEAT Act in their
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respective one-house budgets.

And finally, I'd like to rem nd the
commttees that the fundanental reason why
climate change has becone the climate crisis
now i s because of a well-docunented,
decades-1 ong canpaign of |ies and deception
by the oil and gas industry to delay action.
This was one of the prem ses behind the
recently passed Cimte Superfund Act.

So pl ease hel p us stop perpetuating
this problem by stopping to give credence to
gas conpany | obbies, their front groups, or
the National Fuel flyers full of falsehoods
about NY HEAT that were circulating in this
bui | di ng yest erday.

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

Next is the Public UWility Law
Pr oj ect.

M5. WHEELOCK: Thank you so mnuch.
Good evening. M nanme is Laurie Weel ock.

' mthe executive director and counsel of the

Public Utility Law Project. W go by PULP
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for short. W are a small but mghty
nonprofit that represents |owincome utility
cust oners.

Qur last year has been difficult, to
say the least. W have seen a 46 percent
increase of calls and emails for help. Many
of those cases are also far nore conpl ex than
we saw before the pandemic. It was also the
first sunmrer where a lot of the electric and
gas utilities were pursuing normal service
term nations for custoners who have fallen
behind on their arrears, and so dealing with

t hat was, you know, to ny team a lot to dea

with.

Last year we did get an increase in
t he budget, which we're entirely -- you know,
so grateful for. | believe | sat here |ast

year and said nmy dream was that PULP woul d be
151 of us. And so we're getting closer. By
the end of this year we'll be 15, so | just
need 136 nore. Building every year.

And, you know, along with that, we
obviously are asking for an increase this

year of $250,000, which would add at | east
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two nore staff to our team

So that's our nmain ask, but we do have
five other proposals that were included in
our budget testinony.

The first is funding for the
Energy Affordability Program an existing
programthat | believe Chair Christian spoke
about earlier today. It provides nonthly
di scounts off of electric and gas bills, and
it isjust alifeline for |owincone
custoners. It helps themjust, again, be
financially nore stable, and they rely on
that funding every single nonth to help them
make it through their billing period.

We know t hat data matchi ng was passed
and signed by the Governor now two years ago,
and it will be inplemented this year. So we
expect that there' Il be nore | owincomne
custoners directed into that program So
we're asking for state funding to help
provi de a cushi on, because the nore people
that you put in, it could cut the credits
t hensel ves.

The second proposal, which is one that
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we wanted to bring to the Legislature, along
with hearing fromour friends at WE ACT tal k
about concerns with extrene heat, is a
program for HEAP cooling. Now, there's a
HEAP cool i ng program now, but it's to provide
an air conditioner or fan. W hear from
constituents, consuners every single sumrer
who are terrified to turn that air
conditioner on. They're nervous.

We have one worman who gets on the
subway early in the norning to go to her
senior center; she goes the |long way so she
doesn't have to turn that AC unit on

And so we want to see state funding
put into the budget to help create a program
that actually will provide cash assistance to
pay for the electric bills.

Once we saw the Governor's budget cone
out and we saw the billion-dollar
appropriation, we felt that this was perfect
timng to fund both of those programs with
that. Energy affordability, energy burden
was di scussed by the Cinmate Justice Wrking

Group, so we feel that they fit very well
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t oget her.

Again, we had three other proposals,

but 1'Il save ny time for that and just thank

you for having PULP be here again this year.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you. There

we go. Any Senators with questions?

Oh, Shelley Mayer. Thank you.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you, and thank
you all. And | have to say a special thank
you to you, Laurie, and PULP

Correct me if I"mwong, but is PULP
the only New York State not-for-profit
whose -- part of whose missionis to
intervene in rate cases on behal f of
consuners?

M5. WHEELOCK:  Yes.

SENATCR MAYER: And we've worked so
closely with you during very difficult
peri ods, and you continue to be just a
fantastic asset.

But knowi ng that Con Ed is about to
put in a newrate case, with a newrate

request for a three-year period -- and

ordi nary consuners and our constituents don't
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know anyt hi ng about this process, so the idea
that they can weigh in at sone point is
really sort of just dreaming -- we are
reliant on you, am| correct, to be the voice
for our constituents in making the only case
possi bl e agai nst these rate increases?

M5. WHEELOCK: Yes. And we do get
involved with all the najor rate cases.

You know, before the pandemc, two a
year were a |lot. But because of the
pandem c, everything sl owed down, and we had
eight this year. W had two water, we had
six -- if I can do math this late -- six
energy cases. And we were very successful in
t hose water cases. W fought for | owincone
custoners and actually saw the creation of
the first water affordability prograns in
this state.

We're getting ready for Con Ed to file
before the end of this week. We'Il be in
touch with the nenbers. And again, just
| ooking to get in there and just try to fight
for stronger consumer protections while

trying to cut costs as nuch as possi bl e.
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SENATOR MAYER: And the | ast question
is just -- I'mvery, of course, synpathetic
with the focus on | owincone consuners, and
it's perfectly fair. But the fact is the
rates have becone unaffordable for
m ddl e-cl ass consuners as well. Someone
earning $55,000 in ny district in Westchester
cannot afford current utility rates.

And | appreciate that you're willing
to work with us. I'mtrying to expand these
benefits so that the m ddl e-i ncone consuners
are not paying the price for a benefit that
we rightly want to give to | owincone
consuners. And | hope that there can be a
change of thinking about that.

Really, at the end of the day, these
utilities should be affordable to everyone as
much as water and other services are.

And | really just want to thank you
all for your advocacy on these issues of
equity in the utility space, which | think
we' ve | ost sight of.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan - -
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CHAl RWOVAN KRUECGER:  You have an
answer? |'msorry.

M5. WHEELOCK: So first off, thank
you, Senat or.

You know, sone of the |egislation that
you carry -- Senator Parker has one on fixed
charges -- we really believe not only are we
fighting the rate cases, but we have to have
a much bigger discussion in this state about
the way that the rates are set.

And so things like fixed charges,
return on equity, we are opening Pandora's
box. But that box has to be opened because
t he busi ness-as-usual is just not working for
us. We fully agree on noderate-incone as
well. Again, our mssion is |owincone, but
we see that need.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Barrett.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Thank you.
Thank you all for your advocacy and for being

here and hanging in with us.
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| just want to go back to Laurie for a
second. And we had a big scare | ast week
when the funding was dried up, basically, for
HEAP two nont hs sooner than peopl e expected
it to. And | know, you know, we -- | wote a
letter, you wote a letter.

What is your -- you know, with a
little bit of hindsight now, any reflections
on what we could be doing to address this,
what we | earned fromthat situation? You
know, the Governor put in $35 mllion. |Is
that going to take us through the next two
nont hs? You know, how do we know?

So could you just share sone thoughts
on that, please?

M5. WHEELOCK: Absol utely.

And first and forenmpst, thanks to al
of you -- thank you to OIDA, DPS, the
utilities. You know, we reached out to
everyone under the sun after we got that news
on Tuesday. | think that nmorning it was
negative 3 degrees here in Al bany. Wen
got the text message fromny staff while

was at the Senate Energy Commttee that HEAP
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cl osed, | thought, This has to be a m stake.
This doesn't make any sense. |It's

January 21st. Last year HEAP cl osed

March 31st; before that, in May.

So what we were hearing in, you know,
the kerfuffle that -- just everyone running
as quickly as possible to find out what was
goi ng on, there seened to be sonme sort of
shortfall. And then there also seens to be
an increase in applications.

We know t hat the benefit anount went
up slightly. It had like a COLA. So it
seenmed to be a lot of this all at once. But
also in reaching out to fell ow advocates in
other states, it doesn't seemlike our
col d- weat her nei ghbors were having this issue
ei t her.

So at these points in tinme we always
stop and reflect, what can we do better? W
have to have nore notice. You know, our
peopl e had two hours to call and tell our
consuners that HEAP was closing. W need
OTDA to tell us nore.

And then | think as a state, we have
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to have a conversation with our federa
partners. Last night there was an executive
order -- I'msure that you saw that news
about the | owincone progranm ng. HEAP is
part of that. And so | believe as of
5 o' clock this evening there was a federa
j udge that has since blocked that. But |
t hi nk honestly, as a state, we need to take
t hese nonents and say if there isn't any
federal funding next year, how can we help
the people who rely on this as a state?

We need to shore up our prograns and
make sure that they are safe while we do, and

continue to build and grow as a state as

well. So |l think it was a good -- | don't --
|"mtrying to think positive. It was a
really rough week, but we all junped in

together. W all worked together, and we
were able to see that outcone. But we have
to learn fromit, and I think we have to grow
fromit.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN BARRETT: Thank you.
And t hank you for your |eadership in hel ping

us navigate to the difference we coul d make.
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Thank you.

M5. WHEELOCK: Thank you.

MR. HERNANDEZ: And could | just
nmention one thing, is the LM households in
New York State nake up al nost half of the
househol ds in New York State. And that's

what - -

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

M chel | e Hi nchey.

SENATOR HINCHEY: | really want to
gi ve you space, but | have a question. |If

there's tine, finish that thought.

Two questions. Laurie, I'll start
with you. Thank you, ditto, for all of your
hel p and support for our constituents.

| want to switch gears a little bit to
smal | water authorities and small water
conpani es, because their bills -- especially
the small ones -- are not regulated. And
when we tal k about affordability, that is a
big cost for a |lot of people, especially in
smal l er comunities in rural areas across the
st at e.

W have two bills, as you know, one
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that would create audits for small water
conpani es and one that sets up an authority
to oversee those small water conpani es.

Wt hout commenting on the | egislation
specifically, can you tal k about the need for
sonmething |like an authority and why t hat
exi sts, why the need is there?

M5. WHEELOCK: Yeah, absolutely. And
t hank you, Senator, for taking on this issue.

You know, there's over 230 small water
conpani es across New York State. Many of
themare famly-run. Famlies would pass
t hem al ong and, you know, Juni or woul d take
over. They have sonetines 25 custoners,
maybe 400 max. And the truth is the
infrastructure's breaki ng dowmn. Maybe the
famly doesn't want to run it anynore.

And so right now what we see is
usually the departnent and the utility work
together to have a larger water utility like
Veolia or Liberty buy themout. But that
al so creates probl ens, because that system
and its issues gets, you know, absorbed into

the rate base. W see, for instance, Veolia
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is, you know, out in certain counties, but
then they have like little Oanego-Ni chols al
the way up here. And so it just -- it's not
real |y worKki ng.

And so both bills really try to take
this very conpl ex problem and put greater
teeth and oversight into what's going on and
then try to really elevate and hel p those
wat er systens, those custoners, you know, be
able to afford and have quality water. So
t hank you for both of those.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you.

| want to ask a question. You
nmentioned issues with the utility conpanies
for connecting specifically for conmunity
solar. Can you expand on that?

MR. G NSBURG.  Absol utely.

So alittle-known fact is that all of
t he upgrades to the electric distribution
systemto plug in new solar and storage
projects, those are paid for by the solar and
storage devel opers. But the utilities
conpl ete the upgrades.

And what we've been seeing in the |ast
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few years is that the utility costs have gone
up and up and up and there's really no adult
in the room there's nobody who's nonitoring
utility costs. The utilities are sending
retroactive bills for cost overruns.

A fun fact, the site where New York
cut the ribbon to cel ebrate achieving our
6-gi gawatt m |l estone nore a year ahead of
schedul e, a couple of weeks |ater
National Gid, who is -- you know, we have
quite a fewissues with National Gid. They
sent the solar energy systemowner a bill for
$1.3 mllion for their cost overruns, which
they didn't tell them about until after the
systemwas fully up and running.

Now, how can anybody invest and build
projects in New York State if the utility
costs to do these upgrades is just an
uncapped liability?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynman

Pal mesano.
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ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  Yes.

First, thank you, all of you, for
hanging in. 1t's been a |ong day.

But nmy question is for Laurie. | want
to talk about arrears. You know, we know
that people are in utility arrears. |[If ny
nunbers are correct, is it sonewhere |ike
between 1.2 and 1.3 mllion households, the
total arrears were approxi mately
$1.8 billion? |Is that pretty close to where
we are?

M5. WHEELOCK: Yes, it is.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  And how does
that conpare to where we were during the
COVI D hi ghs?

M5. WHEELOCK: Yeah, so we were very
close to hitting the 1.9 right before the
Governor rel eased and the Legislature
supported the COVID relief package.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO So we were
around 1.9 during COVID?

MS. WHEELOCK:  Yeah.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  Ckay. So ny

guestion is, we know the utilities sit on
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noney when they -- | nmean, it's all collected
fromthe ratepayer for all these green energy
progranms. And they collect, they hold it.
And then when it's called for by NYSERDA and
ot hers, then they have to pass it on.

nmean, we know that it's hundreds of mllions
of dollars, mninally.

Wuldn't it be better -- because the
green energy, that's for the future. But the
i ndividuals who are in arrears, wouldn't it
be better maybe to use those funds to kind of
get people off the arrears? Because
otherwise, ultimately the utilities are going
to go back to the PSCto ask for a rate -- to
recoup those costs.

So in the imediate -- you know, to
try to reset where we are fromthe pandem c
wouldn't it be better to kind of use some of
t hose funds to help | ower that anobunt and
reduce that $1.8 billion in arrears and | et
it reset? Because ultimately the utilities
are going to go back, ask for another rate
increase. So it's like getting nore noney on

top of noney they've already collected. And
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we are collecting this noney already fromthe
rat epayers for these green prograns.

Whul dn't the emergency be to help the
people in arrears if we want to reset the
process? Because it's not |ike the noney's
going to stop flowing for the green prograns,
because there's a comm tnment there. But
under the circunstances, don't you think,
given the arrears situation, the $1.8
billion, if we took sonme of the funds and
used that to settle that, that would be a big
help to those in arrears?

Utimately, because it's going to cone
back around anyway and we're going to have to
pay for it again anyway through the
utilities, through the rate negotiations with
the PSC, wouldn't that be at |east a feasible
option to at |east |ook, at in your opinion?
You know, obviously as an advocate for the
rat epayer.

M5. WHEELOCK: So, you know, first and
forenost, to the Assenbly, we know you just
had a hearing in Decenber on NYSERDA and ki nd

of the oversight and nore. |'d be happy to
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forward our testinony to you.

| think the problemis a very conpl ex
one on every single level. Unfortunately, we
saw relief be given to custoners, and they
needed that, but we've seen the arrears keep
gr ow ng.

And so why do the arrears keep
growing? Part of it is, you know, a snowbal
effect for a lot of our |owincone people.
You know, they cone in, they have that
di sconnect notice, they have right now about
$4,000 in arrears is average. That's a |lot.
Late fees on that -- we had a wonman in
Queens -- | will get you our testinony. |I'd
love to tal k nore.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO  All right,

t hank you. Thanks for your tine.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

| just have one question, | think
addressed to all of you. You' ve been here
all day, you've been listening. You al
represent trying to nove us forward in
energy, and you are all very, very aware of

the issue of the very high utility costs in
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New Yor k.

There seens to be a di sagreenent anong
my colleagues and I. 1s our effort to neet
CLCPA causing increased utility costs? O is
our failure to do the things that many of us
recommend within CLCPA causing the increased
utility costs? Anyone want to take a stab?

MR. HERNANDEZ: Can you take that one?

(Laughter.)

M5. WHEELOCK: You were -- go ahead.

(Laughter.)

MR. HERNANDEZ: So | think the
Scopi ng Pl an, you know, really was very clear
on this, that the status quo is actually
going to cost us a lot nore if we don't take
action to nmake changes. The health costs,
the averted health costs alone are going to
cost a lot nore. And so | think that was one
thing that the Scoping Plan was very cl ear
on.

Rewi ring America has shown that when
you transition, when you decarboni ze a hone
in New York, that hone will save $1,500 in

utility bills for that year. And so you can
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really see the changes.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Anyone el se?

MR GNSBURG And I'Ill just add sol ar
power is the | owest-cost source of power in
the world, once you cut through the red tape.

And so when we think about this kind
of -- 1 think it's a false dichotony, are we
going to fund affordability or are we going
to fund green energy and pay a prem um

The reality is if we are smart, if we
cut through red tape, if we better regul ate
our utilities, if we use 21st-century
technol ogy to integrate nore cl ean energy
into the distribution and transm ssion system
we have today, we're going to | ower the cost
for everyone, we're going to have abundant
cl ean power.

That's what we need to support our
econony and our growi ng industries here in
t he state.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

MR. GUPTA: And the delay in passing
the NY HEAT Act is an inportant exanple where

our failure to inplement the CLCPA is
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actual ly increasing New Yorkers' energy
burdens. The provisions of the NY HEAT Act
are called for in the Scoping Plan. Today
Chairman Rory Christian testified that one of
t he reasons why our bills are going up is
that we are trying to maintain two different
agi ng energy systens. And our burdens will
reduce if we invested in a single
future-1ooking, nodern system rather than
trying to sustain the 100-year-old
fossil-fuel infrastructure.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Ch, do you want to junp in?

M5. WHEELOCK: Yeah, real quick. And
t hank you for your patience.

| mean, we see it in the rate case, we
see that tension right there. You know, |
know it was discussed earlier about
| eak-prone pipe; it's anywhere from3 million
to 10 mllion a mle.

The Central Hudson rate case, if you
| ook at the filing letter, about 59 percent
of the cost request in the gas side is, you

know, gas infrastructure, |eak-prone pipe,
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t hings of that nature.

We have to continue having these
conversations. They're not easy. They
i nvol ve rate design and where do we go in the
costs. And we're excited to be a part of
that. Thank you.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you al
very much

Assenbl y?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman
Ander son

ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON:  Thank you so
much, Chair.

And thank you to this panel for your
critical presentation tonight about the
severity of the rise in cost of energy here
in the state.

My question is sort of piggybacking
of f of the question | asked back in Decenber
at the energy hearing that was held here in
the Capitol. And | think it's directed
towards you, Laurie, of PULP, which it's
al ways good to see you.

Section 32 of the Public Service Law
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says that between Novenber 1st and

April 15th, there's supposed to be a cold
weat her period noratorium |'mjust
wondering, one, how our utilities are
actually engaging with that statute. And
two, what are sone resources the state can
provide to ensure that our utility partners
are follow ng that statute?

M5. WHEELOCK: Yes, thank you so nuch
for the question.

So New York does not have a legally
mandat ed noratoriumon shutoffs in the
winter. There's additional notice. So there
is a 72-hour notice where the utility has to
make a call or nmake the knock on the door,
and then also at the time of shutoff. That
al one can be very difficult.

You know, we have individuals call us
every day who -- | was at work, | was picking
up ny child, they cone hone and the power is
off. They didn't know they were at risk of
shut of f.

You know, | think, especially seeing

what happened with the HEAP fundi ng runni ng
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out -- and, again, not knowi ng what naybe the
future is right now with those costs -- we
need to | ook at whether or not that is really
the -- it is the bare mnimum | think we
need much nore.

ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON: So it's
actually not a noratorium

M5. WHEELOCK: Mm hmm (shaki ng head).
The only time there's no shutoffs is the
utilities agree at the |last two weeks of the
year.

And then in the rate cases, we have
been successful at getting the utilities to
go above that m ninmum of just the notice.
There's, you know, sone utilities that won't
shut off when it is below 32, or do we
consider windchill and things like that. So
we' ve had sone success there. But it is a
smattering.

Last week the Public Service
Comm ssi on opened up a generic proceeding to
| ook at extreme heat and what the protections
are there. But we're really hopeful that if

they tal k about heat, they also | ook at cold.
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Because it is very different, and | think
we' re concer ned.

ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON:  So just to be
clear, the purpose of this statute is just
for notification. 1It's not a noratorium
It's increased notification between this
peri od.

M5. WHEELOCK: Yes. And to look if
there's a nmedical condition in the hone.

ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON: It sounds |ike
there's an issue, for sure. Does this also
i ncl ude a househol d that uses |ifesaving
equi pnent ?

M5. WHEELOCK: So that woul d be an
addi ti onal protection under the | aw

We have al so had issues, though, with
nmedi cal coding. W've had to file a | ot of
extra conplaints this year to get the
protections for nedical coding.

Li f e-sustai ning equi pment is usually a
bit easier, but we did have an individual on
oxygen who had her electricity turned off and
had to take her child to the [aundromat to

use an inhaler recently. A nebulizer.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

661

ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON:  Thank you so
much, Laurie. W should talk offline nore.

M5. WHEELOCK: Yes. Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON:  Thank you so
much.

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Kel | es.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES:  Yup, M chael,
wanted to follow up on one thing that you
said. You were tal king about gas custoners,
and their energy bills are going up, but at
the sane tinme, gas supply costs are | ow.

Wi ch, you know, there seens to be a

techni cal piece mssing. And that those | ow
costs -- the rising costs, then, are not due
to the supply but rather -- | think you

menti oned two things that | wote down, gas
infrastructure as being one of them right,
investments in gas infrastructure, and then
the regressive nature of the gas tax.

So can you talk a bit about what the
current gas delivery rate structure is that

woul d all ow for that discrepancy?
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MR. HERNANDEZ: Yeah. Thank you for
that question. | think really what we see,
the PSC showed that if you | ook at gas supply
costs right nowthey're at a pretty |low from
where they have been recently since the
pandemi c. But really they were anticipating
this winter to see gas prices increase --
custoner bills increase by 18 percent. And
that's due to the delivery charge, which is
specifically for the infrastructure costs.

And the way that they -- it's
regressive, for the infrastructure costs
aren't spread out evenly. |It's a regressive
rate. So the first 3 therns that you're
consunmi ng during the year -- excuse ne,
during the nonth, are the nost expensive.

And then the next tranche are slightly |ess
expensi ve, and then the next tranche are even
nore | ess expensive. So actually it's
incentivizing nore use instead of, you know,
evenly playing that out.

So the even smaller consuners of the
gas are paying greater for the infrastructure

costs.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: So as to
guarantee their profits.

MR. HERNANDEZ: That's right. They
have to -- when they go for their rate,
they're -- and in the rate cases they are
saying, This is how much it's going to cost
for us to put this replacenent infrastructure
in.

And the PSC, because of the
Public Service Law, nandates that you have to
repl ace old | eaky gas pipes with new gas
pi pes, and you have to expand gas, and the
rat epayers have to pay for that. That's the
| aw ri ght now.

| f we change that through the NY HEAT
Act, it would allow sone discretion to the
Publ i c Service Comm ssion so they could say,
Oh, well, maybe there's an alternative.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Li ke networ ked
geot hermal m ght be cheaper, and |l ong term
the capital cost would be spread out over --
savings with operating, for exanple.

MR. HERNANDEZ: Exactly. Exactly.

There's alternatives, and then al so they
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could ook at that rate. Because the NY
HEAT Act caps househol d burdens at 6 percent,
so they could ook at that rate that's
regressive, and nove that around so it's not
as regressive.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KELLES: Thank you.

CHAl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  Assenbl y?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOWN  Assenbl yman Qti s.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI1 S:  Thank you.

A coupl e of quick questions.

M. Qupta, how nice to see you. 1In
your testinony you suggested, proposed that
we increase the geothermal tax credit maximm
from $5,000 to $10,000. Do you have a nunber
of what that would be state budget costw se?
And if you don't have that today, you can get
that to us after the fact.

MR GUPTA: Yes, | don't have that
nunber right now. But | believe the New York
Geot hermal Associ ation has that, and we can
forward that to your office.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI1 S:  That woul d great,

just so we could put a price tag on it. That
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woul d be good.

MR GUPTA: Right. And it is our
belief that this small sort of investnent on
the part of the state will really pay back in
ternms of reducing energy costs, and that
advancenent of the geothermal heat punp
systens, that will reduce the future
infrastructure investnment costs in the
el ectricity generation and delivery system
Because what geot hernmal heat punps do is that
they would dramatically cut peak wintertine
electricity demand. And in about a decade,
the electricity systemis expected to becone
Wi nter peaking.

So that's -- but we need to start
pl anni ng for that now by incentivizing
geot hermal heat punps and directing the hone
electrification sort of nore towards thermal
energy networks and geot hernal systens as
much as possi bl e.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIl S: That's great.
Thank you very much

And, Laurie, | have a question for

you. In your witten testinony you had sone
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detail about the sharing of tax data
information. And in the testinony you
expressed a concern, so long as we're not

i ncreasi ng burdens on consuners -- and |I'm
not sure what that alludes to. |Is that a
personal privacy piece that you' re concerned
about? O is that nore burden for signing up
for benefits?

M5. WHEELOCK: Yeah. So we're very
interested in data matching in all forns. So
what our hope is, is seeing that the
Depart ment of Tax & Finance, which has all of
our tax records, or we hope, if we can get a
pat hway where they are able to start sharing
data with agencies, | think that will help
with many of the different prograns the state
is picking up and | ooki ng at now.

For instance, when we did our three
rounds of comrents on, you know, New York
cap-and-invest, one of the things that was
really inportant for PULP was the choice in
how benefits be received. You know, the
people we help don't fit into cookie-cutter

spaces. They nmay want it to help with rents,
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they may want it on an EBT card, they nmay
want it as a tax credit, they may want -- you
know, on and on and on.

So | think in so many ways seeing
that's a big positive.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIS: Let's follow up
further on that, because | have some nore
guestions about those concerns.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
Jo Anne Si non.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  There we go,

t hank you. Thank you all for staying so
| ate, and the rest of you.

So | have a question to sort of
follow up on, Laurie. First of all, | want
to support what Senator Mayer said about, you
know, you're being the voice of people. But
you also are in a position to hel p other
peopl e who call qualify understand what it is
that's going on

But al so you're getting conplaints,
you really get a sense of trends and what --

the facts on the ground. And so -- and you
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may or nmay not want to answer this question.
But there are so many issues that come up

t hat appear to be a | ack of conpetence on the
part of the utility and its processes -- |
know you know |I'mthinking of one in
particular. But they're not -- they can't be
the only one that sends out bills three years
|ate or doesn't bill or can't identify what
they're billing for or doesn't credit you for
havi ng paid your bill.

So, you know, that's obviously a great
source of stress for a |ot of people, and
conmpounds the problem You know, is there
some way that -- sonmething that we can do to
help to rectify that situation?

M5. WHEELOCK: We really appreciate
t he support. Because we do, we see patterns
all the time. Central Hudson was the first
utility to go through nmajor billing system
upgrades. And again, the departnent, |ike
they got in there, they investigated, there
were hearings. You know, they have five
di fferent case nunbers watching them |If

anything, it's kind of hard because there are
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five. But they also nade sure that those
| essons | earned went to every single other
utility.

And that's extrenely inportant, making

sure in those nonents when things go bad --

and we see it as state -- making sure that
then there is consistency. | think we do
have to look at that. |IT systens,

cybersecurity, those are all things we need
these utilities to do, and they need to do it
well. People want to get their bills, they
want to know it's accurate. They don't want
to have to call nme and be like, | can't -- |
can't handl e opening this, Laurie, tell ne
how much it says | owe. Do you think it is
right? W do that for people still, and it's
heart br eaki ng.

So | definitely think there's a way to
create standards but al so consistency. |
think it would help the departnent. And |'m
really excited to hear that they're upping,
you know, staffing there because |I think the
accounting and whatnot is needed, the -- you

know, the credits, making sure people's
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credits fromsolar are done accurately.

These are all those areas that again,
if it affects the custonmer experience and
they' re not having a good experience, then no
one is happy and that's not good for any of
us. | don't know if you want to add.

MR. G NSBURG \Well, because you
call ed out solar crediting, I'lIl just nention
that community sol ar custoners and actually
even net-netered custonmers have had, over the
| ast several years, nmmjor issues with
utilities issuing tinely and accurate credits
on custoner bills, which has really
underm ned and eroded trust in the program

The Public Service Conm ssion, we're
waiting for themto take action on a staff
proposal to create performance netrics and
penalties. But it's in the comm ssion's
hands, so we hope they'll do sonet hing.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN SI MON:  Ckay. Thank
you.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Anyone el se?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW | believe that's
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CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Al'l right. Then
we want to thank you very nuch for your being
with us and your work every day for us, and
excuse you and call up -- we're on Panel G --
Citizens Canpaign for the Environnment,

Ri ver keeper, Finger Lakes Land Trust, and
Save the Sound.

(Pause; inaudible interjection.)

Well, you know, this is an endurance
test for us all, including the ones up here.

Al right. Good evening, everyone.
can say clearly it is evening. So we'll just
go in the order that you are in the
paperwork. Citizens Committee for the
Envi ronnent -- Canpai gn for the Environnent,
"' m so sorry.

M5. ESPCSI TGO  Good eveni ng,
| egislators. M nane's Adrienne Esposito.

' mthe executive director of G tizens
Canpai gn for the Environment

A heartfelt thank you for sticking
it out and staying here. The NGOs really do
appreciate it. Thank you very mnuch.

|"mgoing to bring us back to the
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topic of clean water, and I'm going to use ny
Br ookl yn speed-tal ki ng right now.

Nunber one is we're asking -- I'malso
the chair of the New York State Cl ean Water
Coalition, which is not only all these
wonder ful envi ronnental groups you' ve been
hearing fromtoday, but it also includes the
New York Water and Environnent Association
t he good peopl e that operate and run our
sewage treatnent plants; it includes New York
Rural Water Association as well as the
New York Water Association. So all of the
drinking water, all of the wastewater, all of
t he environnmental groups, and we're al
asking for $600 mllion in the C ean Water
Infrastructure Act. Why? Because we need
it.

And | want to thank you guys so very
much for restoring the budget cut |ast year
to $500 mllion when it was proposed to be
$250 m | lion.

The good news is -- and we want to
recogni ze the Governor's staff and the

agencies -- they spent a |ot of nobney | ast
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year in the clean water arena. |In fact, they
spent a record amount -- $600 mllion went
out the door |ast year for over 250 projects
all across New York State upgradi ng sewage
i nfrastructure and maki ng our clean water
cl eaner.

That's great. See, they can do it.
That justifies asking for $600 m|Ilion again
this year.

Also a little-known fact, but very
i nportant, the programwas oversubscri bed
again last year. In fact, it was
over subscri bed by over $700 mllion, which
nmeans there were 200 different infrastructure
projects that went unfunded and were deni ed
| ast year that are shovel -ready right now

And if that's not good enough, | think
we all need to know that the PFAS regul ations
are going to be comng online for the 4 parts
per trillion -- you know, if the EPA keeps to
that, but that's another story. Which neans,
according to the water districts, there's
296 water districts across New York State

that are right now between 4 PPT and 10 PPT
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that will need nore clean water funding. And
if you think people want to afford their
electric bills and their grocery bills, they
really want to afford their water bill. It's
a necessity.

Real |y quick, we're going to ask al so
for an increase in the Environnental
Protection Fund. W told you that woul d be
an investnment of funds, and you know what ?
W were correct. A report just came out, a
record nunber of people visiting New York
State parks -- 88 million people |ast year
visited New York State parks, the crown jewel
bei ng Jones Beach with 9.5 m|lion people.

Everything we spend in that EPF is
com ng back to us as an investnent not only
for economically in New York State, but for
quality of life for New York State residents.

My time is over. Thank you very nuch

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: (I naudi bl e.)

M5. ESPCSITO And we're getting
appl ause. Thank you, thank you.

(Laughter.)

M5. ESPCSI TGO | think you're just
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delirious because it's 8 o' clock at night.

MR. CHERSON. Good evening. M nane
is Jereny Cherson, associate director of
government affairs for Riverkeeper.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify today. And do not fear, Senator
Krueger, there will be no props this year.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

MR. CHERSON. I n 2023, New York City
di scharged 29 billion gallons of conbined
sewer overflows, equal to 105 Enpire State
Bui l dings full of sewage. Across the rest of
the state, 8.8 billion gallons were dunped
into our waters. That's 32 Enpire State
Bui | di ngs of sewage. That's a |ot of poop.

Now, that doesn't even capture the
89 mllion gallons of untreated |andfill
| eachate that is released into the Hudson and
Mohawk rivers annually, according to a group
of citizens who just recently rel eased a
report.

To address these chall enges, we're
asking for the Legislature to increase the

Clean Water Infrastructure Act to
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600 mllion, and I'Il add that inflation has
eroded its value since it first hit
500 million in 2017. It's now worth
$641 mllion, funded at that |level, and the
program as Adrienne said is oversubscribed.
The EFC has identified 544 water
projects requiring $6 billion of need this
year alone. Despite investnent, the progress
is uneven. W also support raising the EPF
to 500 million with a 2 mllion increase to
t he Hudson Estuary program and the
Mohawk Basin program These prograns are
really inmportant for nutrient pollution,
habi tat | oss, PFAS contam nation, as well as
provi di ng techni cal support to counties and
muni ci palities.
Since 2021, over $650, 000 of
Hudson Estuary grants have supported
STEM education for young adults from New York
City to the Mohawk Valley. Also, the
| nterstate Environmental Conm ssion, based in
Long Island City, protects water and air
quality in the tristate region. The

Governor's budget proposes cutting | EC
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funding by nore than hal f, jeopardi zing
$1 mllion in federal funds. W urge ful
restoration of this funding.

Finally, Riverkeeper, |ike everyone
el se, is concerned about news com ng from
D.C. regarding the pause on federal grants
and infrastructure funding as well as the
term nation of grants for nonprofits and
uni versities that provide foundati onal
research that guides policymaking. This
serves as a sobering rem nder that the state
is the last |line of defense when the federal
government threatens the progress we've nade
on clean water over the |last 50 years.

Thank you for your tine, and |I'm happy
to take questions.

MR ZEPP. (Mc off.) Ah, there we
go. Al right, good eveni ng.

My name is Andy Zepp. |'m president
of the Finger Lakes Land Trust, and | cone
froma region that supports a $2 billion
touri st econony that is based on cl ean water,
cl ean vistas, and easy access to nature.

And ny organi zation, the Finger Lakes
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Land Trust, focuses on projects that sustain
t hose val ues. Many of our projects are done
in partnership with New York State. Earlier
this year we've worked together to secure
nore than 3,000 feet of shoreline on

Cayuga Lake. W also worked with

Onondaga County to create the first new
county park in 20 years. Both of these

proj ects benefited from support fromthe
Envi ronnental Protection Fund, as do nany of
our other projects.

Unfortunately, at a tine of increasing
demand on the EPF, particularly for water
guality, we're seeing the purchasi ng power go
down. And that's for two reasons. One, we
have a red-hot |and market, so the values are
at all-time highs. At the sanme tine,
particularly for water-quality projects, we
see inflation in construction costs,
particularly in both |abor and materials.

So because of that, we're asking for
an increase from400 to 500 mllion because
t he need has never been greater and, again,

t he purchasi ng power is going down.
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Now, funding is one thing, but there's

a big difference between appropriations and
getting paid. M organi zation today hol ds
21 properties for transfer to the state.
This is about $4.7 mllion, which is a |ot
for a small organization. And in the |ast
two years we've only conpleted one sale to
t he state.

Across the state, collectively, Iand
trusts hold 100,000 acres with a val ue of
$150 million awaiting transfer. In contrast,
in 2023 the state only acquired 3800 acres
with a value of 6.5 mllion. So why the
backl og? There are a couple of different
reasons.

First and forenost is New York's
approach to title review. Unlike nost other
states and the federal governnment, we don't
use title insurance, which the rest of the
world does. W're delighted to see in the
CGovernor's State of the State Book that there
were -- she proposed to address it, but
concerned that we didn't see that again in

t he budget docunent.
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In addition, we also note over the
years there has been attrition in the
Real Property Bureau of the Attorney General
and the DEC. So we see staffing shortfalls
and ot her issues.

And then, third, there are processes
and procedures that are out-of-date and
sinply need to be reassessed and streani i ned.

Al'l of these are going to take focus.
These are projects that are vital to our
state's econony, human health. And we hope
that if the Governor doesn't renew her
commtment on title insurance, we hope that
the Senate and Assenbly will as well.

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: (I naudi bl e.)

MR. ANSEL: (Mc off.) Thanks,

Adri enne.

Good evening. M nane's David Ansel.
|"mthe vice president of water protection
for Save the Sound. Qur missionis to
protect and restore the Long Island Sound,
al though I note that our advocacy and fi ght

for clean water is good for all New Yorkers.
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| want to thank you for the
opportunity to testify tonight and for
staying here with us to listen.

| want to share some of the chall enges
that are facing Long Island Sound, but first
| want to rem nd you why the Long Island
Sound is so inmportant. It's an ecol ogi cal
treasure, with over 170 known species of fish
and dozens of types of mgratory birds.
MIlions of New Yorkers use it for
recreation, boating, fishing, and swi nm ng at
over 200 beaches, and it's an economc
engi ne.

Cl ean water we know is good for the
econony, and it provides hundreds of
t housands of jobs and billions of dollars of
revenue to the State of New York. The
chal l enges that we're facing are many; |
won't be able to list themall. | have a big
three, because | have three minutes. One is
wast ewat er pol lution, the second is
stormvat er runoff pollution, and the third
are the effects of climte change.

And climate change is in and of itself
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atriple threat, because it exacerbates

wast ewat er pol | uti on by overwhel m ng out dat ed
infrastructure that can't handl e t he amount
of liquid comng in fromthe rain events that
we're having. It exacerbates stormater
pollution. W don't have enough green

i nfrastructure and too many i npervi ous
surfaces, and it's actually also warm ng the
wat er .

And as the water gets warnmer, it can
hol d | ess oxygen, which can lead to hypoxic
dead zones, which were really prevalent in
the 1980s and '90s. And we worked so hard to
try to reduce that, but unfortunately we're
kind of at a tipping point where we may be
goi ng back in the wong direction.

The good news is we know what the
solutions are. W need to invest in
wast ewat er infrastructure. W need to reduce
stormnat er pol lution and have nore green
infrastructure and nat ure-based sol uti ons and
living shorelines. W need to mtigate
climate change, as | said. And we need to

address the wastewater infrastructure
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defi ci enci es.

We have out dated and i nadequate
wast ewat er infrastructure all around the
Sound. Which brings me to ny ask tonight,
which is we nust fund the C ean Water
Infrastructure Act at 600 mllion, and we
nmust fund the EPF at 500 mllion.

The Governor focused on affordability
in her State of the State address a coupl e of
weeks ago. And affordability doesn't just
affect groceries and m |k and cheese, it
actually affects the parts necessary to
upgrade and mai ntai n our wastewater
facilities as well. So there's a massive
opportunity cost in failing to increase this
f undi ng.

One is the continued degradation of
our environment and public health. And
second, it appears that we're | osing our
support fromthe federal governnment, in which
case it's never been nore inportant for
New York State to continue to lead in the
fight for clean water, and at this point

every dol | ar counts.
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Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Senat or Hi nchey.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Hi. Thank you so
much. 1'll see if | can do two quick
guestions. Thank you all for what you do and
for being here and for staying.

The first question is for Riverkeeper.
W've talked a ot today -- it feels |ike
yesterday -- this norning, about emerging
contam nants and on-site treatnment. You're
very famliar with the situation that we're
experiencing in Uster County.

Coul d you el aborate a little bit on
t he i nmportance of funding for on-site
treatment of those contam nants before they
get to a wastewater treatnment plant?

MR. CHERSON. Right. So the |eachate
fromlandfills contains heavy netals, toxic
organic materials, and PFAS and ot her
PFAS-rel ated chemicals. It's all of our
garbage, and it's all the liquid fromthe
garbage, the sludge that is required to be

col | ect ed.
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And if there was a direct discharge
fromthese facilities, they would have to
treat them But they're able to punp them
into trucks or pipe themdirectly to a
wast ewat er treatnment plant, and magically
it's not toxic waste any nore, and they're
able to discharge it directly into waterways
across New York State. And so it's not just
t he Hudson and Mohawk ri vers.

And so DEC has been | ooking at issuing
regul ations to require on-site treatnent.
They have not rel eased those regul ations yet,
but they have the technol ogy, these
facilities have the technology to do it. It
will cost noney, and the state will likely be
asked to help to support those on-site
treat ment neasures.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you.

And | woul d acknow edge that we're
supposed to see those regs, DEC has told us
the early part of this year, so we're al
waiting for that.

|'d be remiss if | didn't say that
Assenbl ynmenber Kelles and | have a bill that
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woul d hel p address this exact thing, which we
woul d | ove to see in the budget, which
t hi nk woul d be hel pful.

I'd like to switch over to Adrienne
with your hat with the Cean Water Coalition
wi th everyone including the rural water crew
and our wastewater treatnment plants. | know
one of their priorities has been working with
us to both increase the clean water grant
funding, but also create other prograns to
make sure that the noney is getting out the
door in a nore reliable way. Sonething |ike
a CH PS-1ike nodel | know they've been really
supportive of.

Can you -- would you agree with that,
and woul d that be hel pful ?

M5. ESPCSITO Yes. |In fact, that is
part of the clean water platformwhich you
will be receiving very shortly via email, and
t hen we have our C ean Water Lobby Day in
February.

So yes, we've been supportive of that
nodel . That's been part of the water

suppliers' and the wastewater treatnent
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operators' input, and we agree with them
nmean, | ook, we need to have a reliable
sust ai nabl e funding stream right, and so
that is one way to get it.

And unfortunately, our sewer
infrastructure needs are so nassive and so
expensive, and they're not going to fix
t hensel ves. So to have sone type of reliable
financial income is better than doing it year
by year.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you very much.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynan Ra.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Thank you. Thank you
guys for sticking it out.

Adri enne, Keith Brown actually asked
me to ask this because he had to | eave, but |
know you nay have heard it discussed earlier
as well -- the Stony Brook situation and that
funding. You know, the answer | got earlier
was, Ch, they have adequate funding to
continue their work

| know you nentioned it in your
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testimony. Wat are your thoughts?

M5. ESPCSI TGO  Yes. Thank you so mnuch
for asking that.

| do think there was m sconmunication
bet ween the DEC and Stony Brook. | can tel
you | net with Stony Brook on Friday, and
t hey were aghast that the noney was not in
t he budget for themthis year. They do not
have adequate noney. That is not correct
i nformation.

They are in the mddle of a five-year
study, they're in the third year. It's a
study New York State asked themto do to | ook
at phosphorus for all of the freshwater
bodi es around the State of New York, because
they need to -- they, the DEC, needs to
create TMDLs for phosphorus going into those
freshwat er bodi es.

St ony Brook geared up the first two
years, so they didn't spend all the noney.
But now they're in full gear, they have seven
Ph.D. scientists, and they're noving on this.
And they want to conplete the study, and they

don't want to fire their team so they need
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to get the $1 mllion back.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA: Ckay. Thank you.

And for anybody who wants to commrent
on this -- 1 know, you know, we're talking
about trying to increase with regard to clean
water infrastructure. | had tal ked about
earlier that, you know, so nany people are
now | earni ng about their service |ine
situations and stuff.

So I'mjust wondering your thoughts if
we could increase that, if we could finally
put a -- | think we've only, over the years,
put |ike maybe $5 million into the Lead
Servi ce Line Replacenent program So if that
woul d be one of the places that we could
invest nore in, if we were to get it
i ncreased, that funding.

M5. ESPCSITO Yes. |In fact, our
coalition is asking for $100 mllion for
repl aci ng those | ead service |ines.

Again, this is part of the big need
and why you need a sustai nable, you know,
income for fixing infrastructure. Lead is a

pretty serious pollutant, and it needs to be
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addressed. So thank you for asking that
guesti on.

ASSEMBLYMAN RA:  Thank you.

CHAIl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Senat or Bynoe.

SENATOR BYNCE: Thank you,

Madam Chai r.

Hi, the question is for CCE

So we just -- ny colleague just asked
a question regarding treating water before it
gets into the system Wuld you suggest
i ncreasing testing as well throughout the
state to ensure that we're really capturing
the reality of how our water is contam nated
in MCLs?

MS. ESPCSI TO Well, first of all,
wel come, Senator Bynoe, to the Senate EnCon
Commi tt ee.

And the answer is absolutely yes. 1In
fact, we were extrenely disturbed that the
EPA just -- or the administration just
wi thdrew, just as it was supposed to go into
effect, the EPA's rules to require that
manuf acturers that involve PFAS were supposed

to be testing and regulating for the
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di scharge of that. That is a huge public
heal th and environnmental setback.

So the nore -- so that it falls to the
state, as | think David m ght have said
earlier to you. But the point is that yes,
the state is going to now need to do nore
testing.

The whole idea is not just to clean up
PFAS and 1,4 dioxane after it gets into the
water. It's to prevent it fromgetting into
the water in the first place. That's the
cheaper, safer alternative. But we don't
know al ways where it's com ng from unl ess
we're testing, whether it's effluent or
di scharge from i ndustry.

So those two things are critically
i nportant to protect environnment and public
health -- and, frankly, our dollars.

SENATOR BYNCE: So speaking to
1,4 dioxane, in ny district in Henpstead, in
the village, they're facing a really big
chal l enge to the tune of over 5 -- |I'msorry,
$55 mllion to do a cleanup. And they're

really at this point outside of the
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gui del i nes.

MS. ESPCSI TO  The standards.

SENATOR BYNCE: And so woul d you
suggest putting nore noney in communities
that are disproportionately affected based on
t heir di sadvantage, their economc
di sadvant age?

M5. ESPCSITO Yes. And the reason
for that is we really need to keep water
af fordable. That particular area that you're
tal king about, the Village of Henpstead
unfortunately is drinking 11 parts per
billion of 1,4 dioxane. And as far as |
know -- and | did ook -- it's the highest
level in the State of New York. So that is
of concern.

It's also a | owincome community of
color, and they cannot afford higher water
bills. So the answer to your question is
yes.

SENATOR BYNCE: Ckay. So thank you
for that testinmony. And thank you al so for
clearing up a point earlier about the

Stony Brook issue and the funding. So | hope
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that's restored.

Thank you very much

M5. ESPCSI TGO  Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
Schi avoni .

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI :  Thank you,
Chai r.

And good evening. Thank you for being
here. And thank you for your advocacy for
the environnment. You do so nuch, and you
speak for areas of our environnment that
certainly need a voice, and you al so marsha
people quite well. So well done there.

Thank you, Ms. Esposito, for bringing
up Stony Brook, and Assenbl yman Ra for
bringing up Stony Brook. The School of
At nospheric Science out in Stony Brook
Sout hanpton, as well with the Center for
Cl ean Water Technology, is really -- has been
at the forefront of our testing and our
remedi ati on as muni ci pal governnents. So,

you know, | certainly appreciate that, and
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your worK.

My question, M. Esposito, you
nmenti oned shovel -ready projects. Could you
gi ve us sone exanples of sone of the
shovel -ready projects on Long Island that --

M5. ESPCSI TGO On Long Island -- well,
| did not reviewthe list. Wat we did was
we | ooked at the data that a report provided,
and it tal ked about the program being
oversubscribed by $744 mllion. And | think
it was 227 projects that went unfunded.

So | don't know which ones are on
Long Island. | know that there were sone on
Long Island, but | don't have them nenori zed,
| apologize. 1'll do that next year.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI :  You know, when
| got into this, I was a conmm ssioner of a
water district. And at that tinme the
acceptabl e parts per trillion was 60 of PFAS
and PFOS. Nowit's down to 10. It's going
to go down agai n.

| know | had asked this question
earlier about, you know, the different kind

of filters. Could you speak to the kinds of
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noney that is going to be needed to filter
t he groundwat er for PFAS and PFOS?

M5. ESPOSI TGO  Yes. And actually, the
| ast | checked, the cost of a carbon
granul ated filtration systemfor the average
wat er supply district is about $1.5 mllion,
and that's for the installation and the
upfront costs.

And then of course the maintenance
cost down the line varies according to how
much PFAS is actually in the water and it's
filtering out. But, you know, it could be
upwards of $1 mllion per year.

Ri ght now the grants cover the initial
installation cost, but they do not cover the
mai nt enance cost. So it's just another -- a
reason why we really need to cover that
initial upfront construction cost.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI :  And, | ast
guestion, | believe prevention is worth
certainly a ton of cure. And when we talk
about nitrogen in the water and, you know,
harnful al gal bl oons, do you support either

septic or sewage systens? |In other words,
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muni ci pal sewering versus individual IA
septic systens.

M5. ESPCSI TGO | support both.
nmean, there's many areas | know specifically
across Long Island -- but not just across
Long Island, in the Adirondacks and ot her
areas -- where they don't want sewers. And
sewers are quite expensive. | nean, they are
very, very costly.

It's actually cheaper in many areas to
repl ace old septics and cesspools that are
failing with these new i nnovative alternative
technol ogies that filter out nitrogen and
ot her pollutants.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI :  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonman
Kassay.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: Thank you. |
will go ahead and beat the dead horse of
Stony Brook University. This is in ny
district, so thanks to everyone for setting
me up.

| will further ask a different

guestion, then. So in your testinony,
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witten, you have during the fourth year they
were asked to study phosphorus in water. |
know, off the top of ny head, nitrogen,

di oxanes, PFAS, nedicines and hornones in
water -- there are so nmany nore issues to
study in water and to devel op cl ean wat er

t echnol ogi es and hopeful |y cheaper
technol ogi es that can be put in. Because |
know for PFAS it's very expensive to put
these filters in.

So for ne, you know, | would hope to
see funding not just for the five-year
program but to continue building. |Is that
part of the conversation right now?

MS. ESPOSI TO Yes, it should be.
nmean, as we increase -- which we are hopeful
that you will do -- the funding for the
Envi ronnmental Protection Fund, | would urge
you to add funding for the Center for O ean
Wat er Technol ogy.

The state created this center. They
have been wonderful in the cutting-edge
research they've done on nitrogens,

relationship to harnful al gal bl oons,
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phosphorous, now, relationship to harnfu
al gal bl oons.

They' re devel opi ng new | A systens t hat
can be used all over the state for less --
actually, one-third the price of the
conventional ones right now that are on the
mar ket for about $25,000. Theirs are |ess
than hal f-price, that will do the sane
filtration | evel.

So the science that's being done there
is being deployed all over the state. It's
really inmportant. And I'ma big, big
supporter of them because not only do they do
t he science, but they share the science. And
good sci ence and good common sense make for
good public policy.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY:  Absol utely.
Thank you. So it is really an investnent,
that a small investnent -- especially with
t he cesspool systens, those are -- they're
i ncredi bly expensive. And so to have an
alternative being proposed, not only does
that bring prices down for homeowners, but

also for the state if they're offsetting
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costs.

MS. ESPOSI TO  Yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: So we're
getting our noney back tenfold.

M5. ESPCSITO It's an investnent of
funds, not an expenditure of funds.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN KASSAY: Very good. |
appreci ate that.

| woul d ask you about sewers, but out
of respect of everyone's tine -- | know we
can talk crap all day, so --

(Laughter.)

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Ckay. Any ot her
Assenbl ynmenber s?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Yes. Assenbl yman

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI1 S:  Thank you.

Andrew Zepp, you left out one liquid
that attracts people to the Finger Lakes.
That woul d be wi ne.

(Laughter.)

MR. ZEPP: | did, but you have to have
a view when you're drinking the w ne.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTIl S:  Absol utely.
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| have a question. You know,

Senat or Mayer and | share a |lot of territory,
and one of the things that we've experienced
inthe last few years is in extrenme storm
circunstances there's a hit on water quality,
because it exposes the inadequacy of our
stormiat er systens, it danages and overfl ows
our sanitary sewer systens.

So I'd say to any of you, if you could
feed in and anplify the inpact of extrene
storms on water quality and why that's
anot her reason we need to increase the amount
of noney for the clean water pot of funding.

MR ZEPP. Well, 1'Il just speak first
in the Finger Lakes. W' ve seen every year
now a super-saturated stormcell in the
surmer drop sonewhere in the -- eight,

10 inches of rain in a spot and just, you
know, not only damage infrastructure but
create a trenendous pul se of nutrients and
sedi nent into our | akes.

And for starters, some of the work
we're doing with the state, with the

counties, sewer and water districts, is try
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to build back in sone of the resiliency that
was | ost. Because in a wet climte, for
about 200 years the nunber-one goal is to get
the water off my land and in the | ake.

So we straightened the creeks, we've
elimnated the wetlands, and it's building
back that stormmater detention capacity, sone
of which could be natural and have a habit at
function, but some it's going to be
engi neered basin. But that is, you know,
needed across the whole state.

But we're seeing it now. It's not a
prediction of the future, it's every year.

ASSEMBLYMAN OTI S:  Great.

MR. ANSEL: And in the Sound Shore
regi on and across the Sound we know that the
i nfrastructure has got problens. And when we
get these incredible rain events, it's
overwhel m ng, going into cracked |Iines and
sewage |ines that need to be repl aced,
overwhel m ng the wast ewat er treatnent
facilities.

And so we're releasing partially

treated -- and in New York City in
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particular, untreated -- sewage into the
wat er .

Jereny can make sure ny quote's right.
It's over $20 billion a year in New York City
waters that's going in untreated and conbi ned
sewer overflows because of the rain. And of
course the stormnvater pollutionis really
serious. Every tinme it floods, all pollution
isin the puddles, it's on the ground. And
we al ways say whatever is on the ground gets
in the Sound.

MR CHERSON:. Yeah, that's 29 billion
gallons in New York City of raw discharge
sewage.

MR. ANSEL: Annually.

MR. CHERSON. Annually. One hundred
three Enpire State Buildings full, as | said.
And there's a bill, Rain Ready

New York, that would hel p nodernize our
stormnat er practices that Assenbl ywonan
Gal | agher and Senator May carry that we're
hopi ng can get over the finish l[ine this year
in the Assenbly.

ASSEMBLYMAN OT1 S:  Thank you all.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

703

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman
Bur di ck.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Yes. Thank you,
Chair, and thank you to the panel.

Can you coment on the proposed pil ot
programto provide financial assistance to
owners of private wells contending with
contam nation? And how would you see it
scaled to a statewi de program and do you
have any idea of cost?

M5. ESPOSITG  Well, 1'Il just start.
| nmean, | live in a county where there's
40, 000 hormres that rely on private wells,
whi ch equates to about 150,000 people. And I
woul d venture to tell you those peopl e have
no i dea what they're drinking. And when they
do get their well tested, it's never really
great news.

So we, the New York Cl ean Water
Coalition, did advocate, we've been
advocating for several years for this |line
item W' re very happy that the Governor's
put this in the State of the State and her

budget this year.
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We al so have the sanme questions you do
about how will it be adm nistered. WII the
DEC be testing those wells, which would be
unusual. | don't think that's the way it's
going to happen. Usually a local health
department will test the well or at |east
send a sanple out to be tested, particularly
for PFAS, because a |ot of local health
departnments don't have the PFAS technol ogy to
test.

So we don't know how it's going to be
rolled out, but we are happy that this is a
begi nning part of funding it and figuring
t hat out.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Anyone el se want
to cooment on that? Cost for scaling it,
anybody even --

MR. ANSEL: It's going to be billions.
It's going to be a huge nunber in the |ong
run, because | think nore and nore
comunities are going to find out about it,
you know, in the long run. More conmunities
in Westchester and around the state are

finding out they have a PFAS problemall the
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And it's really inportant that we do
test this, we do help famlies with
remedi ation and try nake people safe. It's a
maj or public health and safety issue. But
just as Adrienne was saying at the top of the
conversation, it's really inportant froma
| egi sl ative perspective that we get contro
of stopping PFAS fromgetting into the system
inthe first case. That's one of the huge
goal s that we have.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Great. Thank
you.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Anyone el se?

CHAl RVAN PRETLOW  Nope, that's it.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Ckay, then | want
to thank this panel very nmuch for staying
with us all day and evening.

M5. ESPCSI TG  Thank you so much.

MR. CHERSON:. Thanks very nuch

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And I"mgoing to call up Fridays for
Future -- oh, they had to | eave. So Police

Benevol ent Associ ati on, The Nature
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Conservancy, and C ean+Heal t hy.

Good evening. W're going to start
out with -- | assunme while | see four people,
| have three groups. Am1l right? |Is
Clean -- is Fridays for Future not here, or
did they stay? You did stay. Thank you.

kay, let's start with Fridays for

Future, and we'll just go down the list from
there. Press the light -- there you go.
It's green.

M5. MANCINI: Hello, and thank you.

My name is Helen Mancini. [|I'ma
17-year-ol d organi zer with Fridays for Future
in New York City.

In 2019, the sane year that New York
passed the CLCPA, | attended ny first Friday
for Future climate strike. | was one of
300, 000 peopl e who marched the streets of
New York City, alongside mllions across the
gl obe protesting the | ack of governnent
action on the climate crisis. That year the
| PCC report declared that to avoid dangerous
gl obal warm ng over 1.5 degrees dangerous

greenhouse gas emni ssions had to peak by 2025.
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Qut of all the target dates and
predictions, | have always renenbered this
year, ny graduation year, as notivation to
fight for ny future. Now that we' ve reached
2025, it's clear we have not met our goals.
Tenperatures rose over 1.5 degrees |ast year,
and peak em ssions are still nowhere in
si ght .

W' ve el ected an adm nistration that
has spent its first week cutting red tape for
the fossil-fuel industry and reversing the
wins of the Inflation Reduction Act.

W felt the inpact of this inaction in
our communities. 1In 2024 we experienced the
hottest sumrer on record, followed by a
devastating hurricane season that New Yorkers
felt through the flooding of our homes and
public infrastructure. WIdfires burned from
Orange County to Brooklyn's Prospect Part
during the drought this past fall and
continue to rage in California. The clinate
crisis has only grown nore expensive, wth
di sasters expected to cost over half a

trillion dollars by 2050.
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But despite these failures, 2025
cannot be our finish line -- of our fight or
of our optimsm For so many of us, 2025 is

only our beginning. This is the year ny

friends and I will graduate high school and
begin our adult lives. It's the year ny
little sister will start second grade. 2025

must be the year we change course and take
the |l ead as New York State to achieve the
future of clean air and water, safe from
climate disaster.

W' ve been talking a | ot today about
the prices right now, but think about the
prices 50 years fromnow, when ny sister is
only 56 -- the age of a lot of people in this
roomor older. This starts in this roomwth
t he budget.

It does not | ook |ike Governor Hochu
casting doubt on our climte goals and
del ayi ng cap-and-invest. It does not | ook
i ke NYPA prom sing only 3 gigawatts and
maybe 3 | ater when BPRA specifically mandates
15. It also does not |ook Iike the C ean

Fuel Standard Bill, which is another attenpt
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to weaken our CLCPA conmitnent.

It | ooks like living up to the CLCPA
and investing billions nore into mtigation,
resilience, and adaptation through an
af f ordabl e and cl i nat e-ready homes program
and the community-directed grant program
proposed by the NY Renews Coalition, and the
GAP funding | egislation to nake hones and
bui l dings ready for electrification. It
| ooks li ke passing the full NY HEAT Act and
endi ng subsidies with the Stop Cimte
Pol | ut er Handouts Act.

New York nust do better. This budget
is a chance to prom se nore for New York by
passing the Invest in Qur NY package and
funding our public transit, a chance to
reduce pollution through the Packagi ng
Reducti on and Recycling Infrastructure Act,
and nore appropriations for climate,
education and school s.

In 2025, this body --

CHAl RWOVAN KRUEGER:  Thanks, Hel en,
and I'Il have to cut you off now. Thank you.

Hel en was an intern in ny office, so |
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al so want to thank you for staying so |ate.

Excuse ne -- Police Benevol ent
Associ ati on.

Dl RECTOR KRUG (Good evening. M nane
is Matt Krug, and I'mthe director of the
Envi ronnental Conservation Oficers and serve
on the board of directors for the PBA of
New York State. Today |I'll speak about the
budget needs for Conservation Oficers and
Forest Rangers.

First and forenost, | would like to
t hank the Legi slature and the Governor for
passing a 9/11 death benefit for the famly
of Lieutenant Paul Adam who passed away in
2015 fromcancer. Wiile | greatly appreciate
the Legislature helping the fam |y of one of
our fallen officers, the rest of my testinony
wi || be about hel ping our current and future
of fi cers and rangers.

We urge the Legislature to allocate
all funding for Forest Rangers and
Conservation Police in separate, dedicated
line items within the state budget. This

will ensure that funding for the enforcenent
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of environnental |aws and energency response
like wildfires is protected and not diverted
to other agency priorities. Year after year
|"ve seen the DEC budget increase w thout an
i ncrease in enforcenment or energency
response.

Forest Rangers and Conservation
O ficers are deployed to prison escapes,
snowst orms, and ot her natural or mannmade
di sasters. Over half our Ranger staff was
depl oyed to the Jennings Fire. The trauma of
responding to fires, suicides, and ot her
devastating incidents, conbined with the
strain of short-staffing demands, increased
investrment in critical incident stress
managenent and enpl oyee assi stance prograns.
This funding is vital to support the
wel | - bei ng of our Forest Rangers and prevent
further tragedi es anongst them

Staffing i nprovenent is a challenge
for both our divisions. Last year the DEC
attenpted to hire 25 nore Rangers. However
only nine conpleted the acadeny. O the

45 spots for Conservation O ficers, we only




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

712

had 26 graduate our acadeny.

Pensi on and pay disparities nmake both
careers | ess marketable, and this past year
t he nunber of individuals taking our civil
service test decreased by 20 percent. In
2024, our 27 investigators collected
$8.6 million in crimnal and civil penalties
frompolluters. Assenbl ywoman Kel |l es and
Senat or Harckham i ntroduced | egi sl ation for
an environmental enforcenment bill that wll
use the crimnal penalties to fund speci al
prosecutors be hired and to purchase
emer gency response equi pnent.

Currently, the majority of the
envi ronnental cases are significantly
under prosecuted by local district attorneys.
These district attorney offices routinely
di sm ss our cases statew de because they
aren't confortabl e prosecuting environnent al
cases.

Senat or Parker, thank you for
i ntroducing | egislation requiring
Conservation Oficers to have body caneras.

We support that |egislation. However, we
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need the funding for it. Besides the body
canmeras, there also needs to be funding for
the nenory storage and al so for our report

managenment system The total cost is about
$8 mllion.

Lastly, we're hopeful that the new
year will bring experienced new | eadership to
the DEC that will support its nenbers in the
field and that are on the frontlines
protecting its people, aninmals, and other
natural resources.

Thank you.

M5. OTTNEY MAHAR: Hi, there. Thank
you. M nane is Jessica Otney Mahar, and
|"mthe state policy and strategy director
for The Nature Conservancy. W're the
| ar gest conservation organi zation in the
world. W started right here in New York
and our goal is to protect the | ands and
waters on which all life depends. No short
or der.

| wanted to start out by just
reflecting on a trip | took earlier this

nmonth to a gl obal | eadership conference for
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The Nature Conservancy where | was wi th about
250 of our |eaders for work going on around
our country and around the world. And I
wanted to |l et you know that there was a | ot
of praise for New York, a |ot of eyes on

New York, a lot of curiosity about New York
and the incredible work that you all have
been doing here to really set a high standard
for environnmental funding and environnental
policy.

Peopl e are wat chi ng New York, and
they' re watching the incredible work you're
doing and that we're doing together. And
what we need to do nowis to realize the
potential of the legislation that we've
passed. The climate bill, our funding
prograns, we've heard about a quarter of the
Bond Act is already out the door -- these are
really exciting things, but they need to
actual Iy happen.

| mpl ementation matters, and gi ven what
we' ve all been tal king about today with
what's been happening in Washington, it

matters nore than ever. And the work that
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you're doing here matters to places around
the world. So | wanted to say thank you and
to urge you to keep going.

On the budget itself, | work heavily
with a coalition called New Yorkers for C ean
Water and Jobs, which is focused on
envi ronnmental funding. The Environmnent al
Protection Fund is a key conponent of that.
It's been a long-tine source of critical
funding for prograns around the state. It's
had bi partisan support. |It's part of the
Legi slature's environnental |egacy, and |
want to thank you again. W're urging you to
increase that to $500 mllion.

There's a typo in ny testinony.
There's a chart in there that tal ks about the
Land Trust Alliance Conservation Partnership
Program W' re hoping that goes up to
$5 mllion this year.

And | also wanted to put inalittle
plug for the funny little program the
Protect ed Areas Database, which is going to
help us do things |ike site renewabl e energy

nore effectively, nake sure we have data to
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make natural resources decisions. It's an
over|l ooked gemin the EPF

| also wanted to tal k about the
changes to the state's Land Conservation
Program Those are of critical inportance,
and we're urging you to support what's in the
budget. And if by the 30-day anendnents
there isn't a new proposal fromthe Governor
for title insurance, or an agreenent reached,
to please work on |l egislation to address
title insurance. And al so, support the O ean
Water Infrastructure Act with $600 mllion.

And I'Il yield the rest of ny tinme to
nmy col |l eagues here. Thank you.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And you only get three mnutes, even
t hough she ceded you tine.

(Laughter.)

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER: But that was very
ni ce of you.

SENATOR PARKER: It was a good try.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: That was a good
try.

(Laughter.)
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CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: O ean+Heal t hy,
t hank you.

M5. WLDING CGood evening. | feel
like this is a Now for Sonething Conpletely
Different panel. And so |I'm Bobbi W/ ding.
|"mthe executive director of C ean+Healthy.
We are an environnental health and justice
advocacy organi zation focused on building a
just and healthy world where toxic chemcals
are sinply unthi nkabl e.

And as | listened to all of the
testinmony that we've been hearing today, |
want to say it's essential that New York
State step into the | eadership role of
turning off the tap on toxic chemcals. W
sol ve many of these financial burdens on
comunities when it cones to water, when it
cones to solid waste, when it conmes to toxic
chemi cals com ng out of landfills, by turning
of f the tap.

And before | talk nore about that, I
want to take a step back to where | got
started, which is working on cl eaning up

toxic waste sites. Superfund is up for
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reaut hori zation. G ven the federal climte,
there are a couple of things I want to
hi ghl i ght that we support in what the
Governor is proposing. That is putting a
focus on di sadvant aged or overly burdened
comunities in deciding what to prioritize,
and the other is making sure that the court
consi derations of how Superfund is
adj udi cated nove to the state. G ven the
Chevron deference being taken away at the
federal level, this is an inportant nove to
protect New York State and noving forward
with cleaning up toxic waste sites.

| also just want to note that nuclear
waste i s another forever chemical, and it is
essential to consider that when thinking
about where we get our energy sources.
Advanced nuclear is really not, in ny book,
any nore advanced t han advanced chem cal
recycling. And so | will |eave that there.

We've already heard a | ot of people
tal k about the need for a $500 million
Envi ronnental Protection Fund, which we

strongly support. W also support increasing
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the Cean Water Infrastructure Act funding
for 600 mllion, particularly thinking about
dealing with our long-tinme | egacy of one of
the other original forever chenicals, which
is lead, and getting |ead pipes out of our
envi ronment .

Two things that | want to lift up
The New York State Children's Environmenta
Heal th Centers are bringing environnental
heal th capacity to pediatricians across the
state, and they need an increase within the
EPF to $5 million.

W al so are on the brink of creating a
whol e | ot of new Superfund sites across
upstate New York as we bring in chip
manuf acturers. They are heavily reliant on
PFAS. There are no air em ssions controls on
PFAS, there's no water em ssions controls on
PFAS. |If we are not taking that -- not
significantly, and the EPA is rolling that
back, we need to fund solutions. The
New York State Pollution Prevention Institute
is looking at the solutions that are PFAS

alternatives so we can be noving away from
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PFAS in those manufacturing facilities. This
is an opportunity to take prevention.

| have many nore things. | will just
say, in ny last five seconds, GAP fund, let's
make sure that homes are protected and able
to nmove into the clean energy econony.

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Any Senators? Yes, Pete Harckham

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you very
much, Madam Chair.

Thank you all for staying |late, and
t hank you for your really excellent
t esti nony.

First a quick coment, and then a
guestion. Helen, thank you so nuch, you
rocked it. W so need people of your
generation to push this fight, and thank you
for your |eadership and thank you for your
passion. Really appreciate it.

A coupl e of quick questions for
Matthew. On the recruitnment issue, we have a
cl ass of 45, 46, you end up with 25 or 26

It sounded like the sane ratio on the Ranger
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side. Wiat accounts for that?

DI RECTOR KRUG So part of it, we
woul d do better with recruitnment if the civil
service test was offered in April or May so
that we could go to college job fairs and
have ki ds sign up when they're in their
seni or year of college. That would hel p out
t remendously when they're thinking about the
test.

Now the test is during the sunmer,

t hink when a lot of kids are at the beach.
So that is a big portion of it.

But we al so don't have dedicated
recruitnent officers that are able to go to
college fairs and different |arge-scale
events |ike the State Troopers do. So out of
t he 2200 i ndividuals that took our civil
service test, we canvassed all of themfor
our physical test, and | believe it was
around 500 showed up and a little over 200
passed the run, pushups, sit-ups, and swm
And then after that, we go to a background
check, and we | ost 30 percent there to other

agenci es.
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W had 56 enter the acadeny, and our
acadeny is strenuous. W're working in rural
areas, far from backup. And we only had 26
graduate, and they're currently on FTO in the
downst ate area, especially New York City.

SENATCR HARCKHAM  And t hen the other
thing | wanted to ask you about was when we
had nmet a year ago, we tal ked about the
benefits of the | eadership devel opnent and
the fire training that happens out of state
and the desire for nore fire training and
| eadershi p devel opnent in-state. Has that
situation inproved at all, or is it still the
sane?

DI RECTOR KRUG | can't 100 percent
speak for the Forest Rangers, but | have seen
t hey' ve begun to send nore Forest Rangers out
of state. They went to the California fires
recently. And then they are getting that
experience, especially for our younger
Rangers, and bringing it back to New York so
they can use it downstate at the
Jennings Fire recently, where nost of the

Rangers in New York State ended up going to
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wor K.

SENATOR HARCKHAM  Al'l right, great --

DI RECTOR KRUG That is an
i mprovenent .

SENATCR HARCKHAM  Twel ve seconds.
Al so the equi prent fund, you're funding
yourself. Is that still the case?

DI RECTOR KRUG That's for the Forest
Rangers, they came up with their own
equi prent fund.

|''m Conservation Oficers. W are
usi ng boats that are 30-sone years old
sonetimes, or older, and they break down a
lot. My snownrobil es are ol der than our
newest officers.

SENATCR HARCKHAM  Great, thanks.
W'l talk nore.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
dick

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK: Thank you al
for still being here.

A couple of things. One thing that --
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"FTO'? You said they were in New York City?

D RECTOR KRUG  Yes.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK: For --

DIRECTOR KRUG Field training in
New York City. That's where all of our new
folks get sent to start with. That's where |
started. | started in Brooklyn, covering
that area for about two years, and then
transferred out to Long Island. And then we
finally get back up upstate.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  Ckay. |s sone
of the issue that you have highly trained
fol ks who don't have pension equity and you
| ose then®

Dl RECTOR KRUG  Absolutely. One big
issue this last tinme around was NYPD s --
they did a collective bargai ning, and their
pay went up about 30 percent. And they have
a 20-to-22-year retirement, and we | ost
dozens to NYPD right there that were | ooking
to lateral over.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK:  Ckay, thank you.
| suspected that was a big problem

And t hank you and both the
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Forest Rangers and the ECOs for everything
that you do, because we don't have enough of
you and so you're all doing twi ce as nuch

Jess, on the land trust, what was the
first thing? It was $5 nmillion --

M5. OTTNEY MAHAR. Oh, yeah, their --
Land Trust Alliance has two progranms that are
funded by the Environnental Protection Fund,
t he Forest Conservation Easement for Land
Trust grant program and the Conservation
Partnership program W're hoping to see
both of those growto $5 mllion within the
| and conservation part of the EPF this year.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK: Great. Thank
you.

M5. OTTNEY MAHAR  Thank you.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLICK: | just have a
m nute. Bobbi, could you just talk a little
bit more -- | think it's very interesting
that you raised the issue of nuclear waste
still being a forever chemical. Could you
just talk for one second about how nany
chemi cals are in our just general,

everyday -- do we know any of the testing, or
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is it only a portion of the thousands of
chem cal s?

M5. WLDING W don't have a great
sense of how many chem cals we're surrounded

by every day. Wat we do know is that there

are 15,000 different chem stries that nake up

t he class of PFAS al one, and estimates are
that there are about 80,000 chem cal s that
are commonly used in conmerce. The vast
maj ority of those have never been fully

t est ed.

And it's inmportant to recognize that
even with sone recent strides, only about
five or six chem cals have ever been fully
banned at the federal |evel.

ASSEMBLYWOVMAN GLI CK: Thank you.

Thank you for what you do.

CHAI RWOVAN KRUEGER: No nmore Senat ors.

Assenbl y?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  (Ckay, Assenbl yman
Si nmpson.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Thank you.

Thank you all for sticking it out.

And | saved ny tine to ask a question. |I'm
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going to focus on a question for Matt,
though. It's great to see you, though, Jess.
| just don't have any questions for you.

You nmentioned critical incident stress
training. What would be the ask as far as
resources, what you would need? Any idea for
a budget -- you know, you tal ked about a
separate budget line for --

DI RECTOR KRUG So we had two
Forest Rangers in the |ast couple of years
commt suicide. They were -- one was a
captain and one was, | believe, a col onel.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK: Coul d you pul
the mic alittle closer?

DI RECTOR KRUG  Yup. Sorry. So we
had two Forest Rangers commt suicide. Sone
of the nmental issues that you devel op over
your career with seeing nunerous dead bodies
and ot her searches and stress has -- it
affects their relationships, not only with
their famly but other officers.

So a portion of it is when |aw
enforcenent or other people need to get help

under the current red flag laws is -- you
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could lose your ability to work. So
sonetimes a nental illness is a very
short-termissue that can be worked out
within a couple of weeks with treatnent and
hel p, talking to sonmebody. And under the
current state regs, if we have an officer

t hat goes out of state because they have |ike
al cohol rehab, when they cone back they have
to go through a psych test. And they can't
come back to work for -- you're |ooking at
three or four nonths, even though they've
technically been cured. Their health --

t hey' re sober.

So that definitely leads to sone
chal l enges there, where we actually have to
send the officers out of state to get help
now. W can't do it in-state because of the
ERPO | aws.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Ri ght .

DIRECTOR KRUG So that's definitely a
chal l enge to make sure everybody gets the
hel p they need.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Are there

resources that could be available to you if
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you had the funding here in New York? You
know, within the budget now.

DI RECTOR KRUG So a portion of it is
So for Conservation, we do have a critica
i nci dent stress nmanagenent teamthat they
will reach out, every region. But the
Forest Rangers are |lacking that, and they are
the ones that are really | ooking for this
ri ght now.

So it would be sending the officers --
t he Rangers to training, having sonebody to
talk to, it would be possibly additional
overtime to fill their vacancies if they need
to spend a coupl e of weeks out of work.

Forest Ranger Robert Praczkajl o, who
is the Ranger del egate, he shoul d have been
here testifying with me, but he was
recovering froma long carry-out up in the
H gh Peaks that took days and hours up that
way. It's very strenuous, it's cold, very --
a |l ot of snow

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON: All right.
have four seconds, so. Thank you. W'l|

have to work on this.
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CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman
Pal mesano.

ASSEMBLYMAN PALMESANO.  Yes, just real
gui ck. No questions. But -- well, first,
thank you all for comng and staying so |late
and testifying. Appreciate it.

But first to you, Helen, | just wanted
to say thank you. | spend a lot of tine
going into schools and tal king to young
peopl e about the inportance of getting
i nvol ved and not being afraid to speak up on
t hose issues that are inportant to you, and
| " m encouraged to see you here. | w sh nore
young peopl e would not shy away fromtal ki ng
to their elected officials, because we work
for you.

So | just wanted to congratul ate you
and say thank you for com ng up here and
speaki ng on those issues that matter nost to
you. So continue to speak out on those
i ssues, and | hope nore young people do the
same t hing

And Matt, | just wanted to say thank

you to you and your officers that you
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represent from across the state, and what you
do in our conmunities each and every day. So
| just want to say thank you very nmuch and
keep up the great work. So thank you, and

t hanks for your testinony too.

Thank you guys.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl yman
Schi avoni .

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI :  Thank you,

Chai r.

Good eveni ng, everyone. Thank you for
being here. And |I'malso thankful that, you
know, Senator Harckham Assenbl ymenbers dick
and Sinpson shared the concerns that |'m
going to bring up with you, M. Krug --

O ficer Krug.

Tell me about -- you're having
difficulties retaining, recruiting and
retaining officers for environnmental |aw
enforcenent. Incredibly inmportant, and |
know that we're understaffed in all parts of
the state. And on different |evels, too.

How does your benefit package conpare to

other officers? |Is that keeping -- or is
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that too nmuch for this particular --

DI RECTOR KRUG Ch, no, | can talk
about it.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI:  Ckay. How
does it conpare to other |aw enforcenent
comunities? And why, you know, are you
havi ng --

DI RECTOR KRUG So for New York State
Troopers, they have a 20-year pension and
t hey make nore than we do. Suffolk County,
Nassau County, NYPD, they're all in the sane
boats. Mbst downstate police agenci es,
muni ci pal police agencies, have a 20-year
retirenent.

They al so have | ess of an educati onal
requi renent to be hired. For us, we either
need a four-year degree or a two-year degree
with two years full-tinme police, or two years
full-time active-duty mlitary. The majority
of us all have at |east four-year degrees in
t hat aspect.

So if you are going to graduate
col |l ege and you have a choi ce between a

Trooper position and our position, but you
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can retire sooner and nake nore nbney as a
State Trooper, what would you choose? That's
a big portion of it, and that's why we are
| osi ng candi dat es.

We |ost two individuals -- one
i ndi vi dual had six years on, and the other
one had al nost 11 years on with us -- | ast
year that transferred over to State Troopers.
And just losing those individuals that are so
highly trained is -- it's difficult. W just
| ost another officer at 17 years. He quit
after the Peanut the Squirrel incident and
said, you know, "I'm done."

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI ;. Wl I, |
appreci ate your candor. And, you know, it's
important to -- obviously to us here on this
conmittee.

As far as prosecution, when crines are
commtted, does the prosecution go to the
| ocal district attorneys on the county |evel?
O -- and how is that working?

DI RECTOR KRUG So we do -- we can

prosecute things a couple different ways.

One is crimnal prosecution, issuing someone
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a ticket, an appearance ticket, make an
arrest and go through the local district
attorney's office.

W can also -- what's called an
adm ni strative ticket, a notice of violation,
whi ch we do for wetlands where we need
remedi ati on conpl eted, or for a corporation.

W can also do crimnal tickets and
adm nistratively settle them up

But when we send stuff to the | ocal
crimnal or district attorney's offices, they
specialize in penal law, traffic law. They
don't have the Environnental Conservation
Law trai ni ng.

ASSEMBLYMAN SCHI AVONI :  Thank you.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, all of you. Appreciate your tinme and
hangi ng out with us for the day. And
eveni ng.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Oh, whoops, |I'm
sorry. Chris Burdick

CHAIl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: GCh.  Onh, uh-oh.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK: |I'm sorry at

that, to call you back
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CHAIl R\MOVAN KRUECER:  Unh-oh.  You
t hought you were getting away.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK: But "Il be
gui ck.

First of all, I want to thank all of
you for the terrific work that you do and
your advocacy. It really nakes a trenendous
di fference.

And thank you as well for the call out
to the State Legislature and for what we do
totry to nake New York a beacon of hope to
t he nati on.

M. Krug, can you please talk a little
bit nore about your view as to the
under - enf orcenent of environnental |aws and
what you see are the factors that contribute
to that which EnCon Oficers face?

DI RECTOR KRUG  So the biggest portion
of it is the district attorneys' offices
usual ly have -- they have a full docket for
the staffing that they have. They don't --
and then we go to local crimnal courts where
a lot of the magistrates are elected. They

may be a |ocal farner during the day, and
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they get a week of training at the town
courts.

So we get into court and a | ot of
t hese cases, because the district attorneys'
offices aren't -- they're out of their |eague
with the science background.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  You're talking
about the judges now, or the whole --

DI RECTOR KRUG  The whol e --

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  -- district
attorneys, the whole systenf

DI RECTOR KRUG  The whol e system

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Ckay.

DIl RECTOR KRUG | spend a lot of ny
time educating not only the judges but al so
the district attorneys on what the lawis and
why the law is inportant.

And then when it goes through the
cases, if we are not present in court, the
district attorneys' offices, just to clear
their docket, will be taking a
next -t o- not hi ng pl ea.

So for instance, if you illegally take

a deer, it could be a $500 to $2500 fine. |If
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we're not in court, sonetines the district
attorneys' offices will settle --

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Just down to
not hi ng?

DI RECTOR KRUG What's that?

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK: It can go down
to nothing or to sonething really nom nal ?

DIRECTOR KRUG It'Il be a slap on the
wist, it gets automatically dism ssed --

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Can | ask you
this? Sorry to interrupt. But don't sone
counti es have environnental courts?

D RECTOR KRUG  Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK: And do you think
that that nay be one of the ways to help to
provi de the training? Because then judges
and the whol e system woul d need to gear
t owards naking sure that those involved with
t hose environmental courts know what they're
doi ng.

DI RECTOR KRUG  Yes. \here we did
have environnmental courts was Suffol k County
and in New York City, and we had judges that

were becomng famliar with our | aws and our
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processes, and that was a trenendous hel p.

Upstate in the rural areas it's a
little tougher. | nmean, | work
Washi ngton County, and | deal with at |east
22 different courts during a different year.
Soneti mes they have court at the same tine.
W only -- we have to arraign on a district
attorney night, they only have one of those
sonmetinmes a nonth. So it's kind of tricky,
but yes, that would be one way to do it.

What we're | ooking for here, though,
is to take our crimnal fines, our
adm ni strative fines, and reinvest that back
to special prosecutors and hire themjust for
t hat .

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK: Right. Well,
t hank you so much. Appreciate it all.

DI RECTOR KRUG  Thank you

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Thanks for
staying so | ate.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you all, and
now you're allowed to | eave the table.
Appreciate it.

And now we are conming to -- not the |ast
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panel, actually -- Protect the Adirondacks,
Open Space Institute, Adirondack Mountain C ub
and Adi rondack Council .

Let's start with Qpen Space Institute,
just so the three Adirondack folks can go in a
r ow.

M5. MOSER. Geat. Thanks, everybody,
for staying here so late tonight.

| have a lot of requests in ny witten
testinmony, but I'mgoing to nane nyself the
broken record of the Environnmental Budget
Hearing, because this is the third year |'m
going to bring up this sane topic. However
|"man optimst. Third tine's the charm
And | believe in good governnent.

So you guys already know -- | see
Assenbl yman Si npson shaking his head -- for
the past two years the New York Land Trust
community and our friends -- there's over
90 of us -- and the environnental conmunity
in New York have been tal ki ng about
noderni zing the state | and acquisition
program

Let ne give you a statistic, and |
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know Jeff tal ked about this, and Andy Zepp
fromthe Finger Lakes Land Trust. |In 2007,
New York State bought 283,000 acres of | and.
In 2023, the last year that the State Land
Acqui sition Report came out, it was 3800.
Somet hi ng' s got to change.

Now, we have had some sl ow progress.
The chanber called a neeting in August. W
had a roundtabl e, and DEC and State Parks
have been really working with us and
i mproving the process. W had a neeting with
Conptrol l er Di Napoli and his executive staff,
and that was very positive.

And then we saw, in the State of the
State, the last paragraph -- it was really
easy to find, just scroll all the way down to
t he | ast paragraph, Make Qpen Space
Accessible for All: "Recognizing the need
for stream ined processes, the Governor wl|
al so chanpi on several key initiatives. This
wi |l include nodernizing the use of title
i nsurance to expedite | and acquisitions."

And | want to point out, this isn't

just an upstate issue. | get calls from
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Ramon Andi no of the Bronx Land Trust -- he's
projects out the wazoo that he wants to
protect in his cormmunity. And 35 percent, a
m ni mum of 35 percent of the Bond Act is
supposed to go to di sadvantaged commruniti es.
But because the process is so |ong, sone
organi zations |ike mne are hol ding
$24 million of land right now

So when we saw this paragraph in the
State of the State, we were pretty excited.
And so we | ooked at the budget thinking,
there's a big fiscal inmpact here. The
state's starting to pay interest charges to
the land trusts because we're hol ding t hese
properties so long, and the staff costs
associated with this as well.

And there was nothing. There was
not hing in the budget, the Governor's budget
about this. There were other |and reforns
that we were very appreciative of, covering
some of our costs prior to the acquisition.
But you'll renenber the Senate passed title
i nsurance legislation |ast year. It got

t hrough the EnCon Commttee and didn't get to
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the floor of the Assenbly.

W' re asking the Governor in her
30-day anendnents to put title insurance back
in her budget. And if she doesn't, we're
going to conme back to you all in your
one- house budgets to put it in there.

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

kay, Protect the Adirondacks.

M5. BRAYMER: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger. And good evening to
Chair Pretlow, Senator Harckham Chair Gick
and ot her nenbers of the Senate and Assenbly
Envi ronnental Conservation Conmittees.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify. | am d audia Braynmer, executive
director of Protect the Adirondacks.

| will be brief and focus on three
points. First, the protection of the state's
| ands and forests is essential for the health
of the state. The Environnmental Protection
Fund shoul d be increased to $500 million,
with the open space and | and acquisition |ine

increased to $100 mllion. This increased
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| evel of funding is necessary to protect the
approximately 3 mllion acres of |and needed
to reach the state's 30 by ' 30 goal

Fundi ng for the Adirondack H gh Peaks
I nformation Center, the Cascade Wl cone
Center, and the Adirondack Watershed
Institute needs to be restored to the EPF
These are critical institutions for the
protection and research of natural resources
in the Adirondacks.

For 50 years, the Departnent of
Envi ronnment al Conservati on has been required
by the Adirondack Park State Land Master Pl an
to undertake carryi ng-capacity anal yses on
maj or | akes in the Adirondacks. To date,
t hat has not taken place. W need a
mllion dollars in the state | and stewardship
line of the EPF for carrying-capacity studies
for water bodies so that DEC can undert ake
and conplete this vital work.

Funding for wildlife research is
needed to support DEC s 2025 update of the
statewide WIldlife Action Plan. DEC has

i nadequate data to support its efforts and to
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make sci ence-based decisions. One million
dollars is needed in the EPF for non-gane
wildlife research, including $500,000 to
conduct a gray wol f status assessnent.

On a final note for EPF, diversity,
equity and inclusion initiatives are being
decimated at the federal level. W need a
mllion dollars to be added for the planned
new exhi bit on the African-Anerican
experience in the Adirondacks.

Second, funding provided under the
Clean Water Infrastructure Act is essential.
W need that to be increased to $600 mllion
to address urgent and w despread cl ean water
i nfrastructure needs, including sewers and
septic systens that you' ve already talked
about tonight.

Third, the Executive Budget proposes
to boost the staff and budget of the

Adi rondack Park Agency, but the 50-year-old

APA Act itself needs a facelift. Some of the

APA Act's provisions are outdated, |ike the
shoreline protection. Qhers need

clarification and inprovenent, such as the
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jurisdictional provisions. And new

provi sions need to be added to address
current significant issues such as clinate
change, affordable housing, and

| ocal - gover nnent pl anni ng i ssues.

The APA Act needs to be amended so
that it can serve the purpose of protecting
and conserving for future generations this
beauti ful place.

| want to al so support the title
i nsurance fix. Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And next, Adirondack Mountain C ub

M5. PEDLER: Thank you for this
opportunity.

|"m Cat hy Pedl er with Adirondack
Mountain Club, which is based in the
H gh Peaks W/ derness, and we agree with the
 and trusts.

(Laughter.)

MS. PEDLER: The Catskill and
Adi rondack Parks represent over 6.5 mllion
acres, with nore than 25 mllion visitors

each year. New York State Forest Preserve
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| ands within the parks, about 3 mllion
acres, are managed by DEC. The parks conbat
climate change, protect critical habitats,
and provide fresh drinking water to mllions,
i ncluding those in New York City.

We thank the Senate and Assenbly for
your | eadership in providing 10 mllion in
dedi cated EPF state | and stewardshi p funds
for the Catskills and Adirondacks over the
past several years. This line is critica
for protecting wlderness, providing space,
and wel com ng visitor experiences and
supporting comunities.

Projects being inplenented with this
fundi ng i nclude the expansion of trail work;
nor e educational stewards; inprovenments to
recreation infrastructure at trail heads,
par ki ng areas, and water access; projects to
i nprove accessibility; materials for bridges,
docks, canpsites, and day use areas;
ecol ogi cal nonitoring and visitor use
managemnent pl anni ng and i npl enent ati on.

This year ADK, the groups on this

panel , and over 40 organi zations and
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muni ci palities signed a letter to the
Governor requesting that the dedicated
stewardship line be increased to 12 million
and that the EPF, in which this line |ives,
be increased to 500 mllion.

Thanks again to your work, in the
final budget |ast year Forest Preserve
visitor centers were supported, including
Catskill Visitor Center, Adirondack Muntain
Club's visitor centers, and the visitor
interpretive centers of Paul Smth and
SUNY ESF.

In the Executive Budget proposal,
three of the centers received full support,
but the Adirondack Mountain Club's visitor
centers were not included. And we
respectfully request that funding for ADK
visitor centers be restored to 250, 000.

Qur visitor centers are essenti al
infrastructure for the Adirondacks and the
H gh Peaks W/ derness. They are a year-round
resource for outdoor recreators providing
trip planning, weather reports, trai

condi tions, nmaps, guidebooks, and essenti al
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gear to insure recreators have safe
adventures. They provi de year-round access
to skilled education staff and 24-hour

bat hroom facilities which reduces the inpact
of inproperly disposed of human waste.

And the visitor centers provide
essential preventative search-and-rescue
education to help avoi d preventabl e rescues
by an al ready overstressed Forest Ranger
force, and our visitor centers serve as a
base for Forest Rangers who coordinate the
sear ch-and-rescue events.

There are other inportant initiatives
listed in our witten testinony that were
outlined in a letter to Governor Hochul and
si gned by over 40 Adirondack and Catskill
organi zations and nmunicipalities, and |'ve
included a table that summarizes the EPF in
ternms of funding requested by Adirondack and
Cat skill groups.

And t hank you very much for this tine.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

And finally, Adirondack Council

H , Kevin.
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MR. CHLAD: Hi. Thank you so much

Good evening. M nanme is Kevin Chlad.
|"mthe deputy director of the Adirondack
Counci | .

A small building sits on the rocky
summit of Whiteface Mountain. This building
serves many purposes, but perhaps its npst
i nportant purpose is to nonitor air quality.
A smal|l device sits on this building s roof.
And when a cl oud passes by, the device opens
up sending its many tendrils upward that | ook
like fishing lines. Coud water condenses on
those lines and drips down into containers.
Those sanples are then returned to a
| aboratory for analysis, teaching us what
we' re breat hing and what we're drinking.

During the first termof the
Trunp adm nistration, this air-nonitoring
station found a dramatic uptick in ozone
pollution. An investigation quickly
determ ned that the EPA had neglected to
order the coal-fired power plants of the
Chio Valley to turn on their pollution

control equi prent.
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AG Janes took the EPA to court, and
New York was successful in getting a decision
that conpelled that federal agency to order
upwi nd coal -fired power plants to turn on
their pollution control equipment, preventing
t housands of premature nortalities each year.

AG Janes relied on water-quality data
collected in the Adirondacks to prove harmto
New York and establish standing in court.
The data she used cane from an Adirondack
| ake survey, consisting of nore than 40 years
of carefully collected water quality sanples.

Scientists are telling us sonething
very inportant right now. A new baseline
wat er-qual ity study is needed to bol ster
ongoi ng data collection efforts and to |learn
nore about the potential for our waters to
conbat climte change. A consortium of
experts in New York State have cone together
to design such a study, and it's called
SCALE, a Survey of dinmate and Adirondack
Lake Ecosystens. The Legi sl ature has
conmitted $4.5 mllion to the study over the

| ast three years, and for that we're truly
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grat eful .

The project is estimated to cost
roughly $12 mllion in total. W applaud the
Governor for including $1.5 mllion for SCALE
in our Executive Budget proposal, but we do
urge the Legislature to increase the final
approved total to $3 mllion this year. That
woul d get us past the halfway mark in funding
research that really hel ps protect vul nerable
popul ations fromair pollution and climte
change i npacts.

There are nmany other itenms in our
witten testinony that we would I ove to talk
to you about, but you can read it there.

But thank you for your tine.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you very

much.
Senators? Senator Harckham
SENATOR HARCKHAM  Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

Thank you all for your testinony and
for your partnership.
This is not a question, it's nore of a

statenent in that we, in past years, have
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wor ked with you coll aboratively on, shall we
say, adjustnments to the EPF. And you' ve al
nmentioned different itenms in your testinony
separate fromyour long witten testinony.

| f you could just be sure to get your
proposed revisions to both ne and

Chair dick, and Senate and Assenbly central
staff, that would be very hel pful

Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynman
Si nmpson.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Thank you. Just
want to thank you all for being here. And
the common thene is we need resources in the
Adi r ondacks.

But | do have a question pertaining to
somet hi ng you nentioned, C audia, on the
shoreline inmpacts and, you know, a mllion
dollars. |Is that DEC staff doing that survey
and looking at -- to get to the bottom of ny
guestion is, do you think DEC has enough

staff to conplete this?
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Because it seens |ike, you know,
whether it's the stewardship, the trails, the
managemnment of, you know, hi ki ng opportunities
in the Adirondacks, we're still hearing we
need nore resources to fill in. And | know
fromm tine here in the Legislature we
continue to conpound the DEC s
responsibilities. And we are hearing that
there's 58 new people. But, you know, we
al so are tasking themw th | ooki ng out for
the billion-dollar expenditure for climte
change and that program

So do you think DEC has enough
personnel staff to do that currently?

M5. BRAYMER | think the mllion
dollars could definitely be used by DEC

| have two points. | think you would
have to ask Interim Conm ssi oner Mahar that
guestion, if they have the staffing to do it.

And | woul d al so suggest that we | ook
at the nodel that was used for the H gh Peaks
Vi sitor Use Managenent Study, where DEC did
engage with a consultant to do some of that

work to make sure that we were undert aking
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the work necessary to do the research on how
t he use of the H gh Peaks was bei ng inpacted
by peopl e there.

And that is exactly what a
carrying-capacity study can he do. It can
hel p us anal yze the inpacts on the natural
resources, the water quality, the fish, the
wildlife, and how they're being inpacted by
users and recreational inpacts.

ASSEMBLYMAN SI MPSON:  Ckay. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynman
Ander son

ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON:  Thank you so
much, Chair.

It's really good to see this panel
here. | appreciate you all for staying here
this late so that we can tal k about how to
save our planet and inprove our quality of
life and the environnent.

My question is for our partners and
friends at the Adirondack Council. |It's so
good to see you here, Kevin.

MR. CHLAD: Li kew se.
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ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON:  Usually in the
Executive Budget you don't see critical
programnms |ike the Tinbuctoo Pipeline, which
t hat program works actively to ensure that we
have access to stewards, environnental
stewards and prograns that take fol ks from
the inner city up to different parts of the
state to experience that stewardship and gain
that |ove for the environment and then
hopeful |y be connected to careers in such.

So ny question is, with all of what's
happeni ng i n Washi ngton, |'m wondering how we
are |l ooking to ensure that any budget request
that comes before the Legislature, since it's
not in this Executive Budget proposal, wll
protect the vitality and growmh of this
program

MR CHLAD: Well, we have -- we have a
ot of work to do, right? W often talk
anongst oursel ves as advocates that we need
10 times the nunber of people and
organi zations that, you know, do the work
that we do. W're all constrained by

bandw dt h, and we just need nore people to
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get intothis field. And that's going to
start in schools, school -aged children.

And that's why the Tinbuctoo program
is so inportant. Tinbuctoo Institute, for
t hose who aren't aware, is a program-- a
partnershi p between Medgar Evers Col | ege and
SUNY School of Environnental Science and
Forestry in Newconb, and this program seeks
t o expose hi gh-school -aged students that are
wondering, What am | going do when | | eave
hi gh school ?

It exposes high school students to
fields in protecting our environnent and
fighting clinmate change. And they've net
sonme really incredible people over the |ast
two years, the six cohorts that we've had.
And many of themare now returning to be
counselors for the program They want to be
a part of the faculty that are teaching the
next generation. And they're thinking about,
you know, maybe | want to be a Ranger, an
ECO.

So that's just the first link in what

needs to be a nuch | onger chain, but we had
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to start there with those students. And so
we're really excited, but the plan is to grow
the program W need to serve nore students.
We're aspiring to grow.

And so there is a plan to stretch and
do a virtual nodel this year to expand. So
we will still bring students to the
Adi rondacks, but at the sane tinme we wll
have a virtual nodel that teaches students.
And t hen next year hopefully we'll be
bringi ng nore students to the Adirondacks.

ASSEMBLYMAN ANDERSON:  Thank you so
much.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ynenber
dick

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK: Cl audi a, one
qui ck question. Wien you refer to non-gane
wildlife, what exactly is the -- is it a
study? O is it some protective ..

M5. BRAYMER. Thank you for the
guestion, Chair di ck.

What we were referring to primarily is
the fact that DEC bases a lot of its wildlife

managemnment deci si ons on research about gane
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animals. So they will take information from
hunters, they'll take information from
permts that are being issued for gane
animals. And what we would like to see is
nore research based on non-gane ani mal s.

For instance, wolves cannot be hunted
in New York State because they're an

endangered species, so we -- that's why we

specifically pointed out wolves in the state.

But that's what we were going after, sone
information -- oh, for instance, bobcats.
W'd like to see nore information, data on
t he species of bobcats in the state that is
not based solely on -- not solely, but that
i s expanding to other research datasets.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  Ckay, soO --

M5. BRAYMER Like field -- field --
we do know that they are using field caneras
and things like that to try to gather sone
nore information about animals out in the
wild.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN G| CK: But it's a nore

targeted focus on non-garme wildlife research.

M5. BRAYMER: Yes.
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ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK:  Ckay, thank you.

M5. BRAYMER: Thank you.

CHAI RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Thank you al | .

Anyone el se? Ckay. Then thank you
very much, all of you, for being with us.

And we've still got two nore strong,
willing people to cone and testify. W have
the Enpire State Redenption Association and
the Can Bottle Return organization.

Wi chever order you would wish to go

MS. EDDY: Ckay, I'll go first, since
my mc is already on.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER:  Ckay.

M5. EDDY: H . M nanme is Jade Eddy,
and I'm here on behalf of the Enpire State
Redenption Association. 1'd like to thank
you for the opportunity to testify today,
though | nmust admit | shouldn't have to be
her e agai n.

Redenption centers are suffering
wor ki ng conditions entire | abor novenents
were started over. Oamers are working al one,

sl eeping in their shops, |osing hones, unable
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to afford groceries, and perform ng forced
free labor. Why? W just received our

13th increase to payroll since 2009. W're
expected to cover a 114 percent increase with
the sane 3.5 cent handling fee.

Meanwhi | e, the Governor has just
announced that starting in 2027 m ni rum wage
will be tied to inflation. |[If that sane
m ndset is not applied to our pay, our
i ndustry dies.

This inequity has led to the closure
of 25 percent of the state's redenption
centers in just two years. Wthout imedi ate
action, nore closures are inmmnent. These
cl osures nmean | ess access to recycling and
crucial funds to struggling New Yorkers.

The Bottle Bill, which was once a
forwar d-thinking solution, is now outdated.
In fact, we're now being forced to turn away
nore recycl abl e containers than we are
all owed to accept, all while facing an
environmental crisis.

My question to you is, how does this

align with Al bany's goals of affordability or
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envi ronnmental sustainability?

Last year | sat on the Assenbly fl oor
and | heard the goals for the session:
support small businesses, create jobs, and
protect our environment. The Bottle Bil
achieves all those goals. But once again,
the Legislature failed to act.

Voters are paying attention. They see
hypocrisy. They see the state raking in
billions fromthe unredeened fund while ny
col | eagues and | |ose our livelihoods and our
enpl oyees | ose their jobs. They see the
litter and waste crisis worsen rather than
i mprove

This is not a partisan issue. It
unites people across the political spectrum
Red or blue, everyone agrees this crisis
needs to be addressed. Yet billionaire
corporations who profit fromthe coll apse of
this system spread fal se narratives about job
| oss to oppose progress.

But history shows the opposite. Wen
the Bottle Bill was |ast anmended, it sparked

a boomin redenption center openings and jobs
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t hroughout the entire system Mboderni zi ng
the Bottle Bill is a win for the environnent,
t he econony, and New Yorkers.

Cont ai ner expansi on and an increased
deposit in Connecticut |ed one of our
busi nesses to see their volume quadruple in
2024. This leads to nore green jobs and a
massi ve positive inpact on our environnent.

" murging you to include the
Bottle Bill in the budget or to find funding
to save this crucial system Failure to act
i s causing far-reaching damage to New Yorkers
all across the board.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

kay, next.

MR. BAKER: Thank you guys for
allowing nme to testify here today. M/ nane
is Peter Baker, and |I'm a partner and
operator of a |ocal comunity-based contai ner
redenpti on center in Hanmburg, New York

Local redenption centers are currently
operating at or near untenable margins in the
year 2025 because of the lack of handling fee

i ncreases since 2009. Exacerbated by the
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recent inflationary pressures and the new
anounts of containers entering the stream
that are not redeemabl e, pressures to operate
with the intent to profit, let alone

i nnovate, are becom ng too nuch to bear and
have al ready caused 25 percent of the
redenption centers across the state to cl ose,
with many nore scheduled to do so in 2025.

As a single operation, CBR hel ped
divert 28 mllion containers to initiators to
be reused and recycled in 2024, while
providing 17 full-tinme positions and creating
an incubator for donation/fundraising
envi ronment that exceeds well over $100, 000 a
year. W can do this because we believe in
the spirit of innovation through investnent,
and nost of our systemis conpletely
nmechani zed.

My hope one day is that we at CBR can
be part of diverting 120 m|llion containers
in the next five to seven years. But with
current margi ns and no handling fee increases
slated on the horizon, investnent in

noderni zation to get to that point is
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unfortunately unattai nabl e.

As nore and nore comunity redenption
centers cease to operate, the state wll
continue to see an uptick in beverage
cont ai ners not being reused and/or recycl ed,
further intensifying the challenges the state
al ready faces. 1In turn, New Yorkers wll
have to foot the bill later on with higher
taxes for both public health and pollution
cl eanup.

As an operator on the frontlines of
this fight, there are two very sinple
perspectives that should not be dianetrically
opposed, and that is that we continue to
redeem reuse and recycle in nuch | arger
guantities while devel oping a circular
econony that at its core operates with the
same capitalistic principles and virtues that
wi |l no doubt develop |ong-term prosperity
t hrough i nvestnent, innovation, education,
and creative solutions for the tinme and the
future.

Those that fear change want you to al

believe that both truths cannot be held
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sincere at the sanme time and that it can only
be one or the other, further kicking the can
down the road for the New York taxpayer. Any
burgeoni ng industry just needs a little
shove, which requires vision and courage.

And as an operator in this fight, that's al

| "' m asking for today.

And | thank you, and | yield ny tine.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Any questions? Assenbly?

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Assenbl ywonan
dick

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK: Thank you for
bei ng here.

It was a great disappointnment to ne
personally that we did not -- that at sort of
the 11th hour, things kind of blew up.

W are committed to raising the
deposit, increasing the handling fee, and
expanding the array of materials that --
product that should be -- coffees, teas,
sports drinks, and the |ike.

| thank you for still hanging in

there, and this year we really have to get it
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done.

M5. EDDY: This is nmy |ast year. |
can't do this again. |'ve gone nine nonths
wi t hout taking pay. Nobody can survive under
these conditions. People really need to
under stand t hat.

ASSEMBLYWOVAN GLI CK: | think nost of
us do, and --

M5S. EDDY: And | thank you, you in
particular, for your hard work and advocacy.
Because this is a -- it's not just inportant
to us, it's inportant to our custoners as
wel | .

We have people relying on this bottle
return noney, and they want cl ean
communities. And they are furious that this
has not been addressed. |It's been al nost two
decades, you guys. | nmean, we're not being
unreasonabl e at this point.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN GLI CK:  Thank you very
much.

MS. EDDY: Thank you.

CHAl RAMOVAN KRUEGER: | just want to

ask quickly -- oh, I'"msorry.
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So what does happen when you cl ose?
Because | think you're right, that if the
state doesn't act, you close. Wat is your
predi ction of what happens in these
conmuni ti es?

M5S. EDDY: W're going to have a
severe waste crisis, far worse than we're
seeing right now.

|"ve included -- or | sent in pictures
to include in my witten testinony -- the
pil e of non-deposit containers that cone into
my small shop. [I'mone of the little guys.
He's the big fish. So what he gets is far
surpassing what | get. | literally am
turning away nore containers than | am
al l owed to accept.

That's a grave problem for our
landfills, which we've heard several tines
today are in crisis. It doesn't make sense
to me that you can alleviate multiple
problems with this Bottle Bill and it's not
bei ng done.

So we're going to see landfills

filling up far quicker, which is already a
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problem W're going to -- we already are
seeing litter in our areas where redenption
centers have cl osed.

The m sconception is that people can
just turn to grocery stores or conveni ence
stores. They can't handle the volunme that we
do. You just heard Pete say he takes in
28 mllion containers a year. Do you think
your | ocal grocery store or gas station can
do that? They don't have the space, they
don't have the manpower, they don't have the
proper setup for something |ike that.

When the Bottle Bill was created in
t he ' 80s, nobody saw this many beverages
comng into the market. Just between 2009
and 2022, we went fromjust over 4 billion
beverages sold in New York State to over
9.2 billion. 1 don't know what the current
nunbers are, but | estimate that that's going
to be even higher, based on what | see coni ng
in ny shop.

A lot of those newer beverages are not
covered under the bill |anguage because it's

out dated, so we have to update things to keep




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO 01 B W N +— O©O

769

up with the nodern tines.

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  Ri ght .

MS. EDDY: In addition to the
envi ronnent al problens that we face, you will
see lowincone famlies suffering at the |oss
of that noney, you will see charities, school
or gani zati ons, Boy Scout groups, G rl Scout
groups -- all of these amazi ng organi zations
within all of your communities that fundraise
t hrough bottle fundraisers, they're going to
| ose that vital funding. A hundred thousand
dol I ars?

Do you want to add anything? Sorry, |
just ate up all the tine.

MR. BAKER: That's okay. |If you don't
mnd nme --

(Laughter.)

MR. BAKER. -- junmping in there (mc
off) -- 15 seconds that she didn't answer --
except that if we're not out ahead of this,
the crisis will happen. And then the idea
that we can innovate i mMmediately to fix the
probl em won't be attainable for many years

down t he road.
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And ny municipality right now has
al ready put the brakes on how much stuff |I'm
allowed to -- that's non-redeermable, as it
stands in the | anguage right now, has told
me -- and | have to pay out of ny own pocket
as a business to dispose of it properly.

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Assenbl y.

CHAI RVAN PRETLOW  Chris Burdick?

ASSEMBLYMAN BURDI CK:  Thank you,

Chai r.

And | thank you for your perseverance.
| attended the hearing that the Environnental
Conservation Commttee held |ast year, and
the plight that | heard | ast year was j ust
astonishing. And your ability to even stay
afl oat is al so astonishing.

| nmean, and there's so many reasons
why we need to do this. The decline in the
redenption rates, the -- you know, the
redenpti on centers thensel ves struggling to
just stay alive. And, you know, this is such
an enornous area of waste, too, that can be

addr essed.
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So | join ny coll eagues in thanking
you for hanging in there, and we're going to
do our dammedest to get it done this year.

MS. EDDY: Thank you. | appreciate
t hat .

CHAI RMOVAN KRUEGER: Thank you.

Anyone else? Al right. Wll, thank
you very nmuch, and thank you for staying with
us all day and night.

(Appl ause.)

CHAl RMOVAN KRUEGER:  And with that, |
am actually going to officially close down
this hearing.

And t he Education hearing will be
tomorrow, here in the same room starting at
9:30 in the norning. And that will be an
Assenbl y-run hearing tonorrow. So everyone
try to get some sleep

Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the budget hearing
concluded at 9:27 p.m)




