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SENATOR BALL: W're a little late, sorry for
t hat .

Feel free to take your seats.

W will be -- flexibility is the key to air
power, at least that's what they tell you at the
Air Force Acadeny.

So, we will be somewhat fl exible.

But | want you to thank -- and just so you
know, of course, we're in budget tinme now, so people
are going to be comng in and out; we have senators
that will be com ng in and out.

It's not that we're being rude. [It's just
that, very intense schedul es of dozens of events
t oday.

So, | want to thank our coll eague over on the
ot her side, Assenblyman Ortiz, who is actually
sponsoring this legislation in the Assenbly, and
really has been doing the hero's work of getting
this through the Assenbly with nearly 60 co-sponsors
now.

And then our Co-Chair, Ranker, on the
Senat e side, Senator Addabbo, who has been an
awesone friend, not only to the veterans, but
nmysel f, which is tough to find.

| got a dog when | first came, so now | have
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two friends.

And, Senator G pson, who we actually share
hal f a county.

| don't know how that redistricting thing,
how t hat wor ked, but, Senator G pson, thank you for
bei ng here.

W thout further ado, because know we're
behi nd, unless you guys want to do sonethi ng el se,
I"d like to have, Carolyn, first lieutenant, all the
way from Texas.

We hear a | ot about people nmoving from
New York to Texas.

This is a Texan that noved to New York

Hey, Carolyn, how are you?

CAROLYN HULSE: Good afternoon. Thank you
for having nme here.

| was active duty in the Air Force for a
total of 12 years. And, | was enlisted for 7 years,
went over to the Gulf War. We were the first
hospital to set up in theater.

And then | got out and used ny G Bill to
earn ny of master's degree, and cane back in as a
first lieutenant, and served five nore years, and
got out as a captain; whereas, |'mcomr ssioned as a

captain, as a hospital adm nistrator.
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| have a 70 percent service-connected
disability rating. Part of that is from PTSD and
other injuries that | sustained while | was on

active duty.

So, | want to thank you all for having ne
here today. It's truly an honor.

And | did nove up here. Actually, | arrived
on Christmas Eve, and -- to start ny new venture and

make a career change.

| worked in health care for 28 years, and was
laid off just over a year ago.

And it was actually a blessing in disguise,
because ny not her was di agnosed with cancer. | was
able to live with her and take care of her until she
passed away.

The president of our conpany flew nme up to
New York and interviewed me, and | told himny
story, and told himl want to work hard.

You know, like | said, |'ve been laid off for
a year, but like | said, it was a blessing in
di sguise, to help care for ny nother, and take care
of things.

And t he president of our conpany has a heart
of gold, and he hired me on. And, | started up here

in early January, as an intern. So, |I'mstil
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studying for ny Series 7.

And the financial-services industry is a
career change for ne, but they' ve been very patient.

W have wel | -seasoned Wall Street veterans
there. Very nice, hunble people that are training
us, taking us under their wing, and training the
future of the financial-services industry.

And all | have to say, after working in
health care, I work with sone very, very
prof essi onal nmen and wonen there; nostly mnen.

But, they're very professional, very
respectful. They're smart.

And like | said, the president of the conpany
really saved ny life.

So, | just wanted to thank everyone for being
here.

And t hank you, for all our veterans here,
war - wounded or not, thank you for your service.

| can truly appreciate it.

My dad was a World War |1 vet.

SENATOR BALL: Thank you, Carolyn.

[ Appl ause. ]
SENATOR BALL: Any questions?
SENATCR ADDABBO, JR.: First and forenost,

t hank you so much, once again, to see you here.
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Thank you.

And to all servicenmen and -wonen, to all
veterans, thank you so much for your conm tnent and
dedi cation to our country.

Just on the bill, because I'ma little
frustrated why this bill doesn't nove.

And | got to thank, you know, our Chair here,
Senator Ball, for his tenacity about, and his
persi stence about, this bill.

But it's alittle frustrating on our end, why

this bill doesn't go forward.
Do you foresee any problems -- | don't -- do
you foresee any problens with this bill, as far as

i mpl enent ati on?

| mean, we do know it has no cost to the
state. Actually, it's going to be, fiscally,
benefici al .

CAROLYN HULSE: Uh-huh. Absol utely.
SENATOR ADDABBO, JR.: Do you see any
problems with this bill, as far as inplenentation?

CAROLYN HULSE: | would think it would be a
positive, absolutely, to support the econony of
New York, and al so support the veterans.

But inplenenting it, to the point where we

are right now, I think the inplenentation is the
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easy part.

| think it would be -- and | don't -- and
| don't say that with a grain of salt.

"Easy" being, just inplenment it, let's nove
it through, because it will nmove. It will pick up
its own nomentumand it will nove.

Like | said, the veterans, having the
vet eran- owned, and especially the service-connected
di sabl ed- vet er an- owned busi nesses, will greatly
prosper New York

And, we really want New York be a
veteran-friendly state.

Texas is a very veteran-friendly state.

| saved a |ot of taxes when | was a
honeowner .

| could park free at the airport. Hey,
that's $20 a day.

So, you know, lots and |ots of perks.

My son is actually going to coll ege now,
using ny Hazl ewood Act. It pays for all of his
college tuition

So there are a lot of things, that, we really
want New York to support our veterans and our
servi ce-connected di sabl ed veterans.

And this bill would help support themtheir




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N+ O

famlies.

And like | said a few m nutes ago, we're
har d-wor ki ng, we have high integrity. W'Il show up
to work, we'll work as nany hours as we need to do.

And, as an Air Force, flexibility is the key
to air power. But, also, another nmantra we woul d
use is, "Whatever it takes."

W will do whatever it takes.

So, whenever | would ask, when | was a
hospital adm nistrator, 1'd ask any of mny staff:
The surgery is going to run another hour or two.

Whul d you m nd working, you know, until 6 p.m?

And instead of getting an eye roll, Ilike,
"Real ly?" if | asked any of ny veterans, they'll be,
i ke, <snaps fingers> "I"Il be right there, not a
probl em "

W don't watch the clock. W do whatever it
t akes.

So, | think this bill would -- the
i npl enentati on shouldn't be a factor, because
| think if the veterans are afforded this
opportunity, they're going to take it and go with
it, and they're going to do us proud.

SENATCR BALL: And we've seen the success

with the mnority-, wonen-owned, program the vast
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success under this Governor's |eadership to over
20 percent of the State contracts.

Thi s program has been rolled out specifically
at the federal level, and then 44 other states where
t here haven't been any conplications.

And we have over 72,000 disabled vets in
New York State, so, this, it's a big deal.

Well, Carolyn, thank you very much

CAROLYN HULSE: Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN ORTI Z: And thank you for serving
our country.

[ Appl ause. ]

SENATOR BALL: Jinf You ready?

Just a little bit about Janmes. |'Il read it
fromthe bio hearing.

"Enlisted in the US. Arny in 1972.

"Served until his honorabl e discharge in
1977.

"Continues mlitary service in the New York
Arny National Guard, from'77 to '80, and then
reenlisted in 2001 with the Arny National Guard."

Janes.

JAMES M TERHUNE: And anot her five years,
then, | went through OCS.

My condition, when | was 51, | think I was
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the ol dest second lieutenant in the mlitary at the

time. Pretty funny.

| wsh | was still there, but, I can't do it
anynore.

So, I've got five minutes, and this stuff's
all inportant; so, if you don't mind ny reading it?

SENATOR BALL: Yep.
JAMES M TERHUNE: Ckay.
Well, Chairman --

SENATOR BALL: | actually hate reading,
but --

JAMES M TERHUNE: You'll see it. Most of
it, I"Il just cut through. | tend to wing it

anyhow. It's the old Arny, | guess.

But, Chairnman Ball, nmenbers of the

Senate Conmittee on Veterans, Honeland Security, and

Mlitary Affairs, and ny fell ow veterans: Good

af t er noon.

My name is Jim Ter hune.

| founded T&T Materials in 2006, and | serve

as the president and the CEO

| am a service-di sabl ed veteran, and ny

conpany carries that designation.
Now, I'd just like to tel

we do.

you qui ckly what
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T&T Materials is a successful netal supplier
tothe US Mlitary.

Wen the Arny was short of arnor plate back
in the Irag War, we would be the ones they'd | ook
for, to send it in, to build the machi ne-gunners
kits, and save our soldiers' |ives.

We're approved through 12 different mlitary
organi zati ons as suppliers, through |ID Q@ and BAEs.

And, we are a STAR Supplier Award reci pi ent
wi th Lockheed Martin, the only one in our
desi gnation that has received that award.

So ny point is, we've been doing this for
ei ght years and we're very good at it, but in the
past eight years, | haven't had one order through
New York State in a procurenent area, even though
we've tried.

And, |'ve discussed it with other
vet er an- owned and servi ce-di sabl ed vet eran- owned
conpani es and they've had the sane probl ens, which
is the reason that |'mhere today and that | showed
up.

Wiat 1'd like to do nowis just talk about
t hose three Senate bills, and the benefits to
vet er ans- owned and servi ce-di sabl ed vet er an- owned

smal | busi nesses.
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So, for those that don't know, the 2803-B
seeks to establish a nodest set-aside for
st at e-agency purchases that will be awarded to
servi ce-di sabl ed and vet eran-owned smal | busi nesses.

Now, that is a successful practice that's
al ready been inplenented by well over 40 states and
t he federal governnent.

| think California was one of the first ones,
and they, 20 years, probably, have been doing it,
and they're doing a heck of a job.

So those that argue what's the appropriate
set-asi de percentage or debate the fairness in a
free-market econony conpletely mss the point.

By inplenmenting and enforcing a finite and
nmeasur abl e target for a percentage of purchase
contracts to be awarded to veteran- and
servi ce-di sabl ed veteran-owned smal |l busi nesses, you
will notivate the state agencies to reach out to
t hose busi nesses; and, therefore, nove out of their
confort zones of working with those | arge i ncunbent
or gani zati ons.

| can assure you, being in the governnent
arena, that those set-asides don't guarantee any
conpany any business, but if enacted, they'll sinply

| evel the playing field for our veteran-owned small
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busi nesses.

And then, on the other hand, for those that
enbrace and support the advocacy ineffectiveness of
set-asides for governnent purchases for wonen-owned,
m nority-owned, | would ask: Are those who have
borne the burden of defending our rights and
|iberties, those that have put thenselves in harns
way, and, for some, endured lifelong injury and
disability, are those heros any | ess deserving of
consideration fromthis state governnent?

And | think we would all agree here, they are
not .

So, Senate Bill 3038-A is a good one, too,
which is going to help veteran-owned smal |
busi nesses overcone the insurnountabl e advant age of
those |l arge corporate entities which | think
artificially | ower the conpetitive-pricing
threshol d, effectively, shutting out the
servi ce-di sabl ed veteran-owned snall busi nesses,
which is what | think has happened to ne.

In my industry, too often, a governnent
contract's awarded at a price point that translates
to zero profitability for the bidding corporation.

That predatory business strategy enpl oyed

there is to win the lead contract, and by so doing
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so, becone the favored supplier for all simlar
products and services, freezing out your
conpetition.

| don't think -- | think this new Senate bill
will overcone that.

The conpetitive indexing for the fair
eval uation of bids that will be enacted by that
legislation will mtigate the staggering advant age
of | arge established corporations.

And | think there was a 15 percent preference
for veteran -- service-di sabl ed veteran-owned, and
10 percent for veteran-owned.

And | think including the veteran-owned in
all of this is as inportant.

The | ast one, this one is beyond nme: Tax
credits to conpanies that hire veterans.

From ny perspective, it seens al nost
unnecessary to present a justification for what
shoul d be an obvi ous and non-debat abl e renedy.

An unenpl oynent rate of 20 percent of the
enpl oyabl e veteran popul ation is, at best,
unaccept abl e; and, at worse, shameful

And it's -- an even worse strategy --
tragedy, |'msorry, because it's conpounded by the

| abor statistics that show that the rate i s even
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nore severe for the younger veterans who have
recently returned fromthe conflicts in Iran and
Af ghani st an.

The nobl e nen and wonen who answer our
nation's call to duty and who fought bravely agai nst
the enem es of our republic now find thensel ves
mar ki ng time on unenpl oynent.

Those sol diers don't want a gover nnent
handout, but they deserve a hand- up.

So as | conclude ny remarks, | just want to
t hank Senator Ball .

| probably tal ked too nuch and read, and he
took off, so, and | understand that.

[ Laught er. ]

| tend to talk too nuch, usually.

But as | reflect on the possible inpacts of
that trio of legislation -- legislative initiatives
that he's got in front of us, I"'mrem nded of a line
froma speech given by President Kennedy for a
Veteran's Day event.

And he said, "As we express our gratitude to
our veterans, we nust never forget that the highest
appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by
t hem "

So, finally, the econom c challenges facing
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our veterans, both as entrepreneurs and as
j ob-seekers, are form dable and wel | - docunent ed.

How you, the elected servants of the people
of this state respond will be neasured, not by the
el oquence of your words, but by the courage of your
actions.

And that's it.

SENATOR ADDABBO, JR.: Good j ob.

[ Appl ause. ]

SENATOR ADDABBO, JR. : Thank you.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: M. Mbral es.

SENATCR ADDABBO, JR.: Daniel Morales.

And whil e he approaches, 1'll nention, that:

Dani el Moral es joined Drexel Ham |lton Equity
Tradi ng on January 1, 2013.

Prior to joining Drexel, he served as the
field radio operator for the 2nd Battali on,
25t h Marine Regi nent, H&S Conpany Conmuni cati ons
Pl at oon.

In addition, he served as the field radio
operator for the Sniper Platoon.

DANI EL MORALES: Good afternoon, |adies and
gent | enen.

|"d like to begin, first, by thanking mny

fell ow veterans here. Your presence and your voice




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N+ O

18

is crucially inportant, as unenploynent itself is a
battl efi el d.

And many of you nmen and wonen who are here
have retired; and, yet, here you are, continuing to
fight the good fight on the battlefield so that
veterans |like nyself returning fromthe wars in Iraq
and Af ghani stan can conme hone and build the life.

|"d like to further extend the gratitude to
Senat ors present, Assenblyman Otiz, for giving us
t he opportunity to speak on a very inportant issue.

| work for a firmcalled Drexel Ham |ton
with ny coll eagues, Joseph and Carol yn.

And, we are a disabl ed-veteran
owned- and- managed i nstitutional broker-dealer firm

What we do is, we take returning veterans
fromthe wars in Irag and Afghanistan and we train
them and provide themw th the opportunity to find
nmeani ngf ul enpl oynment in the finance industry.

We pair our WAll Street veteran with a
mlitary veteran, so on and so forth; get them
battl e-ready, and send themoff to a meani ngful
career.

W are, literally, in the front Iines of this
battle that is plaguing our veterans: this

unenpl oynent situation here.
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But our efforts, in the greater picture,
is -- it feels insignificant.

It isn't, but it feels that way.

But with a bill like the bill you guys are
putting forth today, it allows institutions, as
Drexel Ham lton, and other veteran-owned snall
busi nesses, to reach back and continue hiring
vet erans.

As has been said nore than once here today,
one of the best things that veteran-owned conpanies
do, is hiring nore veterans. W take care of our
own.

And that is, ultinmately, the reason why we
are having this discussion today.

This bill, inits very essence, will echo
t hrough the generati ons.

It will reach back to the veterans of the
wars of yesterday, those who have established snall
busi nesses, and say, W recognhize and appreciate
your sacrifices and contributions, and this is one
way we're going to showit.

And it tells the veterans returning fromthe
wars in Iraq and Afghani stan today, the sane thing:
We appreciate you raising a hand and vol unteeri ng,

and, we're going to take care of you.
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And nost inportantly, it will reach further
into the future and tell the veterans of tonorrow
That this is how we take care of our owmn. This is
how we say "thank you" to our nmen and wonen who put
t hensel ves on that front line, risking, and those
who sacrifice.

| thank you all for your tinme today, and 1'd
| ove to take any questions if there are any.

SENATOR BALL: Thank you.

Any questions here?

Anesorne.

Thank you for your tine.

[ Appl ause. ]

SENATOR BALL: Next we've got, Bill Nel son.

Bill is a conbat vet from Vietnam Served
with the U S Arny's 2nd 502 Strike Force Infantry
Regi nent of the 101st Airborne.

He is the forner chairman and CEO of HBO

And, he al so happens to live in ny district,
so | better not ness up

He' Il be running agai nst ne.

[ Laught er. ]

SENATCR BALL: Colin, | think we have a nane,
by the way.

Where's Colin?
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BILL NELSON:. First let ne say, it's a
privilege for ne to be here, and to | end support, to
join all the other veterans in this room and al
t he ot her veterans across this state who couldn't be
here, to speak out in support of this very inportant
| egi sl ation.

| want to comend Senator Ball
Assenbl yman Ortiz, Senator Addabbo, and
Senat or G pson, and all of your colleagues in both
the Assenbly and the Senate who support, along with
you, this |egislation.

|"'m here sinply because I'm a Vi et nam
veteran, and |'ve seen that there are other Vietnam
veterans in this room

And what we believe in, what our notto is,
with the founding principle of Vietnam Veterans of
Anerica, is: |s never again will one generation of
vet erans abandon anot her.

That's why many of us are here.

[ Appl ause. ]

DANI EL MORALES: As | said to soneone
earlier, in the hallway: W don't only talk the
tal k, we wal k the wal k.

And, | was very happy to hear, therefore,

that the federal governnent and 44 states -- that's
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al nrost 90 percent of the United States -- passed
simlar legislation, with a contract preference for
servi ce-di sabl ed veterans and those with small

busi nesses.

And as a lifelong citizen of New York State
| was stunned when | found out that New York was one
of the six who hadn't passed this |egislation.

And | say that especially so.

| was in Manhattan when 9/11 happened. Maybe
many of you were as well.

But the thing that nost inpressed nme, not
only the first responders and the whole comunity
and whol e state, but those nen and wonmen who stepped
forward because of that attack, raised their right
hand, as Senator Ball has said today many tines, to
go into harms way, to risk their lives, to | eave
their famlies, to nake sure that this country would
be secure, to make sure that New York Gty and
New York State would be secure.

Those are the people, and nmany of them are
right here, who went on the battlefields of Iraq and
Af ghani st an, got shot up, seeing their buddies die,
| ost linbs, lost eyesight. | said before, traumatic
brain injury, PTSD, down the |ist.

"Down the list."
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This State called on those people -- and not
very many of them who were able to acconplish that,
anot her point -- they went into harmis way. They
acconpl i shed extraordinary things in nostly
hel | aci ous ci rcunst ances.

And born of that extraordinary selfless
sacrifice cones an extraordi nary obligation on the
citizens of this state; and nore inportantly, those
elected officials, elected officials of this state,
to pass this |egislation.

What are we saying to these veterans, what
are we saying to future veterans, if this bill
doesn't pass?

|"d like to actually sit in a hearing like
this and have the people, whoever they are, those
el ected officials who do not support this bill.

| think it's incunbent upon themto defend
t hensel ves, because this is nothing nore than a
noral obligation and a patriotic obligation for this
st at e.

So those who don't support it, | think have
an obligation to come forward with the m crophone
and their |ips over it, saying why they don't
support it.

And | actually would say, naybe that's
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somet hi ng that shoul d happen with all the caneras
across this good state and all the citizens
listening in, because | cannot believe the majority
of citizens in New York State, if they were fully
informed about what this bill is, and there are sone
t hat oppose it, that those people would be
re-elected in the spots that they currently sit in.

|"mgoing to close by saying this, and | said
it before:

We are defined by what we do and what we
don't do.

What we do and what we don't do, in equa
nmeasur e.

| actually think it's quite sinple: That
this group of elected officials know what the right
thing to do is, and | think they should and nust

make this legislation part of their |legacy in

August .
Thank you.
SENATOR BALL: Thank you, Bill. God bl ess.
[ Appl ause. ]

SENATOR BALL: Thank you.
ASSEMBLYMAN ORTI Z: Thank you.
SENATOR BALL: Joe.

JOSEPH KRULDER 11: CGood afternoon,
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gent | enen.

My name is Joseph Krulder. | amthe
assi stant vice president of Drexel Hamlton.

W are a service-disabl ed
vet er an- owned- and- operated i nstitutional
br oker - deal er, as Danny Moral es and Carol yn Hul se,
my cohorts, have described in the past.

" mal so the nephew of the gentleman sitting
ri ght behind the Senator, who is also vice commander
of the National DAV, ny proud uncle, Dennis Krul der.

[ Appl ause. ]

JOSEPH KRULDER I'1: 1've had a very |ong day.

And t he Senator and Assenbl yman, and nany of
their | eaders, have had a very |ong coupl e of
sessions, trying to fight for sonething that is, in
the words of ny brother-in-arnms, 101st Airborne
Division partner in crime, "Sonmething that's just
norally right, obligated by our citizenry."

There's not nuch | have to say about what
this bill shouldn't pass for.

Here's why | guarantee you it shoul d:

Drexel Ham lton is founded on the preni se
t hat we reach back and we hire nore nen and wonen
"veterans," period.

If you're a veteran and you cone hone, you
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come honme to the highest unenploynment rate this
country's seen in decades. You cone honme to the
hi ghest underenpl oynent rate that this country's
seen in decades. You conme hone, after serving 4, 5,
6, 11 tours of duty.

| put to anybody: How many people can hold a
job steady in a career, that's been depl oyed nore
than twice in a four-year period?

There's a ot of |laws out there that say you
can't fire you

You go out, and -- | prom se you, | know
personal Iy, men and wonen that have been rel eased
fromtheir service to their businesses because they,
frankly, can't be there.

Wiy? Because their country, and this state,
says, W need you sonmewhere of higher inportance.

That's our obligation, gentlenmen. You know
t hat .

|"m preaching to the choir when | talk to you
guys, because | know you're here because you believe
in the sane thing | do.

You believe in the sane thing every single
man and worman in this roombelieves in: That we
fought for our country. Some of us died for our

country. And sone live with the lasting inpression
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that they' |l never let go of certain things, for
this country.

' mone of those nen.

At the 101st Airborne Division, | probably
wear nmy pin and ny CIB that M. Nel son honored ne
today with.

When you're pinned to CIB, it neans that you
were in direct conbat and you returned that conbat
fire. You fought the fight.

Bei ng pinned a CI B neans that you've done
sonmet hing at a higher |evel and have been asked to
do sonet hing great.

| "' m aski ng each one of you to go back to your
fell ow constituents, your Assenblynmen and your
Senators, both sides of the party. This is not a --
this is so far frombeing a political issue, it's a
little ridicul ous.

This is an issue of honor and integrity.

The sane things that you' re el ected under.

It's the issue of each one of us, to go back
and say: Listen, let's pin a badge of honor on each
one of us, because our constituents [inaudi bl e]
woul d say, W need to nake sure that the nmen and
wonen t hat cone home don't get a prom se. They

receive that 5 percent guaranteed set-aside, so that
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they can performthat dreamthat they fought for,
that you and | currently continue to have; and
that' s meani ngful enpl oynment, neani ngful opportunity
to create business, and neani ngful opportunity to
stand in front of their wi ves or husbands and their
children and feel honor again.

Because | pronise you, | was there once,
gentlemen. | was one of those nmen that was in a
very deep dark hol e.

Now, | mght not look it.

| m ght sound very eloquent and a little
savvy, but nmy wife and ny children suffered for
years, because of the pains that | had on the
inside, the things that I had to deal wth.

And the fact that, as an educated man,

| couldn't even find a job. And | was |ike, Onh, ny

God, |I'm an educated nan. Wat you are talking
about ?

Wel |, because education has nothing to do
with it.

Unenpl oynment i s unenpl oynent .

No jobs are no jobs.

This bill will make a significant dent in the
state of New York, on maeking sure just one extra

vet eran, one extra di sabled veteran, can afford to




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N+ O

29

take care of his famly or her famly.
That's nmy story and |'msticking to it.

[ Laught er. ]

[ Appl ause. ]
SENATOR BALL: Any questions?
Ckay.
Well, gentlenmen, | want to thank you.

And | guess, do we want to cl ose?

ASSEMBLYMAN ORTI Z:  Yep.

JOSEPH KRULDER I1: Thank you, gentlenen.

ASSEMBLYMAN ORTIZ: | would like to, if you
mnd, | would like to really thank all of you who
are here.

For those of you who are here for the first
time and don't know ne, | used to be the Chair of
the Veteran Affairs Commttee, about six years ago.
And I"malso a former Arny person. | served in the
Arnmy many years ago.

SENATOR BALL: All right. Yeah.

[ Appl ause. ]

ASSEMBLYMAN ORTI Z: And | have a history, a
fam |y menber who has served throughout different
ranks of the mlitary; by the way, including the
Coast CGuard, and which | do believe that we al so

have to include to be part of this.
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And | would like just to really thank the
Senator for bringing nore light into this issue.

| will say this publicly, | never said this
before to him

| will say that this Senator, not only he has
it in his heart and in his blood, but this is, he
has becone to be the real chanpion and the real hero
of this issue for us all. Not just for you, but
al so, for ne, for ny son who served in Iraq.

And | do al so share your pain about
unenpl oynment, because when | cane fromthe mlitary,
| was told that I will go back to my job because
| took a absent -- a mlitary absence.

And, all of a sudden, was not a job there
avai |l abl e for ne.

And then | have to bring three nore | awers
to fight for me, to ensure that ny job get back to
ne.

And | got the job back, by the way, after
t hat .

But, the bottomline is, we sonetinmes get
told things that is on the rules, it's part of the
rules of our law. And, all of a sudden, people
believe that they can get away with it.

And | would like to finalize by saying this:
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Thank you for giving ne the opportunity to
have this bill, together with the Senator, and to
serve ny brothers and sisters fromthe arned forces
froma different capacity, where we know both can
make a big difference.

And | hope that the -- as the Governor stated
today to some of us, that the 2014 will be that
shining star. That we will see the light at the end
of the tunnel, that this bill becone to be reality.

Thank you for the opportunity that you have
gi ven us.

[ Appl ause. ]

SENATOR BALL: Senator G pson?
Senat or Addabbo?

SENATCR G PSON: Go ahead.

SENATOR ADDABBO, JR.: No.

SENATOR BALL: Well, | want to thank
ever ybody.
First, | want to thank my staff. Putting

this together is not easy.
Thank you.
[ Appl ause. ]
SENATOR BALL: | kind have hi gh expectations,
and today they were net; so, thank you.

But, there's a lot nore that still needs to
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be done.

You know, when we think about sonething like
this, it really is a noral obligation. It should be
consi dered a noral obligation.

|"msorry, as an elected official, that we
have to work so hard, that we force you guys to work
so hard, to do sonmething. That, this should have
been done a long, long tine ago.

But when we think about both veterans
unenpl oynent and veteran suicide, this bill wll
al | ow servi ce-di sabl ed vet eran-owned busi nesses to
taps into hundreds of mllions of dollars in
contracts. They, in turn, will hire veterans,
taking them of f the unenpl oynent I|i ne.

And we all have friends that have succunbed
to suicide after service, and there's no doubt that
many of them wi th meani ngful enploynent, never
woul d have taken their own |ives.

This bill isn't just about jobs. |It's going
to save |ives.

And we're doing God's work

And | thank Felix for his continued
| eadership. The go-to guy on veterans affairs if
you want to get sonmething done in the New York State

Assenbl y.
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| thank each and every one of you.

And, certainly, Senator Addabbo and
Senat or G pson, for showing up here for this hearing
t oday.

[ Appl ause. ]

(Wher eupon, at approxinately 1:33 p.m,
the public hearing held before the New York State
Senat e Standing Conmittee on Veterans,

Honel and Security, and Mlitary Affairs concl uded,

and adj our ned.)
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