O©CoOO~NOUIA~AWNPE

STATE OF NEW YORK

9933

| N SENATE

April 16, 2026

Introduced by Sen. COWVRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni -
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to requiring an
adm ni strative |law judge to oversee the settlenent negotiation process
in mjor electric, natural gas, water, and steam rate increase
proceedi ngs before the public service conmm ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 66 of the public service law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 33 to read as fol |l ows:

33. (a) In any rate proceeding, upon the utility filing of a notice of
i npendi ng negotiations pursuant to the departnent's rules and regu-
lations, the departnent shall assign an administrative |aw judge or
judges who have received training in nediation and facilitation from an
organi zation certified to provide such training to preside over the
settlenent process. The settlenent adnministrative law judge or judges
shall preside over all rate case settlenent negotiations for the purpose
of ensuring an orderly, consistent, fair, and efficient process by
establishing structure for the negotiations, reducing inpedinents to
participation, and encouraging open comrunication. Anpong the tasks the
judge or judges shall performare coordinating scheduling and facilitat-
ing neetings. The judge or judges shall oversee the settlenent process
in a consistent and predictable manner so that the process itself is
simlar for each rate proceeding and not dependent on the individua
judge or judges assigned. To ensure consistency in the process, the
departnent shall create and share public standards explaining how the
settlenent process shall be organized and adnministered. At the request
of any party, the judge or judges may function as a nediator in regard
to any particular topic unless another party that is concerned about the
sane topic objects.

(b) As used in this subdivision, the following terns shall have the
fol l owi ng neani ngs:
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(i) "Settlenent administrative |law judge" or "judge" shall nean an
adnm nistrative law judge assigned by the departnent to oversee settle-
nent negotiations instituted by the utility filing of inpending negoti -
ations pursuant to the departnent's rules and regul ations.

(ii) "Settlenent process" shall nean a set of fornmal negotiations of
the parties organized by the departnent that is intended to resolve al
or sone of the issues in any rate proceeding and lead to a joint
proposal .

iii) "Joint proposal” shall nean a negotiated settlenent agreenent
signed by two or nore parties in a rate proceeding.

8§ 2. Section 80 of the public service law is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. (a) In any rate proceeding. upon the utility filing of a notice of
i npendi ng negotiations pursuant to the departnent's rules and requ-
lations, the departnent shall assign an admnistrative |aw judge or
judges who have received training in nediation and facilitation from an
organi zation certified to provide such training to preside over the
settlenent process. The settlenent administrative law judge or judges
shall preside over all rate case settlenent negotiations for the purpose
of ensuring an orderly, consistent, fair, and efficient process by
establishing structure for the negotiations, reducing inpedinents to
participation, and encouraging open comunication. Anpbng the tasks the
judge or judges shall performare coordinating scheduling and facilitat-
ing neetings. The judge or judges shall oversee the settlenent process
in a consistent and predictable nanner so that the process itself is
simlar for each rate proceeding and not dependent on the individua
judge or judges assigned. To ensure consistency in the process, the
departnent shall create and share public standards explaining how the
settlenent process shall be organized and adninistered. At the request
of any party, the judge or judges may function as a nediator in regard
to any particular topic unless another party that is concerned about the
sane topic objects.

(b) As used in this subdivision, the following terns shall have the
fol l owi ng nmeani ngs:

(i) "Settlenment adnministrative |law judge" shall nean an adm nistrative
| aw judge assigned by the departnent to oversee settlenent negotiations
instituted by the utility filing of inpending negotiations pursuant to
section 3.9 of the departnent's rules and requl ati ons.

(ii) "Settlenment process" shall nean a set of formal negotiations of
the parties organized by the departnent that is intended to resolve al
or sone of the issues in any rate proceeding and lead to a joint
proposal .

(iii) "Joint proposal” shall nean a negotiated settl|l ement agreenent
signed by two or nore parties in a rate proceeding.

8§ 3. Section 89-c of the public service law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 18 to read as foll ows:

18. (a) In any rate proceeding, upon the utility filing of a notice of
i npendi ng negotiations pursuant to the departnent's rules and regu-
lations, the departnent shall assign an administrative |aw judge or
judges who have received training in nediation and facilitation from an
organi zation certified to provide such training to preside over the
settlenent process. The settlenent adnministrative law judge or judges
shall preside over all rate case settlenent negotiations for the purpose
of ensuring an orderly, consistent, fair., and efficient process by
establishing structure for the negotiations, reducing inpedinents to

participation, and encouraging open conmunication. Anong the tasks the
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judge or judges shall performare coordinating scheduling and facilitat-
ing neetings. The judge or judges shall oversee the settlenent process

in a consistent and predictable manner so that the process itself is
simlar for each rate proceeding and not dependent on the individua
judge or judges assigned. To ensure consistency in the process, the
departnent shall create and share public standards expl aining how the
settlenent process shall be organized and adm nistered. At the request
of any party, the judge or judges may function as a nediator in regard
to any particular topic unless another party that is concerned about the
sane topic objects.

(b) As used in this subdivision, the following terns shall have the
foll owi ng neani ngs:

(i) "Settlenent adnministrative |law judge" shall nean an adm nistrative
law judge assigned by the departnent to oversee settlenent negotiations
instituted by the utility filing of inpending negotiations pursuant to
section 3.9 of the departnent's rules and regul ations.

(ii) "Settlenment process" shall nean a set of fornmal negotiations of
the parties organi zed by the departnment that is intended to resolve al
or sone of the issues in any rate proceeding and lead to a joint
proposal .

(iii) "Joint proposal" shall nmean a negotiated settlenent agreenent
signed by two or nore parties in a rate proceeding.

8§ 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law, and shall apply to public service comi ssion
proceedings initiated on or after such date. Effective imediately, the
addi tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




