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STATE OF NEW YORK

9925

| N SENATE

April 16, 2026

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Crine Victins, Crine and
Correction

AN ACT to establish a tenporary comm ssion to study nusic and perform ng
arts education prograns in New York state correctional facilities; and
providing for the repeal of such provisions upon the expiration there-
of

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. Miusic and performng arts education
prograns are proven to be effective at |owering the recidivismrates of
incarcerated individuals. Wiile the three-year recidivism rate in New
York is sixty percent, participants in arts education prograns have a
recidivismrate of only three percent. Understandi ng how to expand nusic
and performng arts education prograns in state prisons will help ensure
incarcerated individuals are able to becone well integrated nmenbers of
society after they have served their sentences. This legislation wll
create a tenporary state conmi ssion to study and nmake recommendati ons on
how t o expand music and perforning arts education prograns for youth and
adults in New York state correctional facilities.

§ 2. (a) Atenporary state conmssion is hereby created to study
current music and performng arts education prograns in New York state
correctional facilities, and to nake recomendati ons on how to expand
these programs. The conmission shall study progranms for both youth and
adul t incarcerated individuals.

(b) 1. The comnission shall consist of el even nenbers, to be appointed
as follows: five nenbers shall be appointed by the governor, of which
one shall be from the departnment of corrections and community super-
vision, one shall be fromthe New York state council on the arts, and at
| east one shall be a fornerly incarcerated individual; tw nenbers shal
be appointed by the tenporary president of the senate; two nenbers shal
be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; one nenber shall be
appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate; and one nenber shall be
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appoi nted by the mnority | eader of the assenbly. The comm ssion shal
el ect a nenber to serve as chair.

2. The menbers of the comm ssion shall receive no conmpensation for
their services but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties under this act. The conmi s-
sion may enploy and at pleasure renpbve such personnel as it my deem
necessary for the performance of its functions and fix their conpen-
sation within the anobunts made avail abl e by appropriation therefor.

(c) The conmi ssion nay request and shall receive from any agency in
the state and from any subdivision, departnent, board, bureau, comm s-
sion, office, agency or other instrunentality of the state or of any
political subdivision thereof such facilities, assistance and data as it
deens necessary or desirable for the proper execution of its powers and
duties and to effectuate the purposes set forth in this act.

(d) The report shall include any recomendations for |egislative
action as it nay deem necessary and appropriate and shall be delivered
to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of
the assenbly, and posted on the website of the secretary of state no
| ater than one year after the effective date of this act. The report
shal |l also be posted on the website of the governor.

8 3. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed 2 years after such date.



