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STATE OF NEW YORK

9861

| N SENATE

April 9, 2026

Introduced by Sen. STAVISKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to including a faculty or
staff menber on the board of trustees of conmunity coll eges

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The opening paragraph of subdivision 1 of section 6306 of
the education | aw, as anended by chapter 268 of the laws of 2003, is
amended to read as foll ows:

Each comunity college, except in the city of New York, shall be
admi ni stered by a board of trustees of [ter] eleven nenbers, nine of
whom shal | be appointed for terns of seven years in annual rotation, and
[ ore—eAber] two nenbers el ected as herein provided, except that initia
appoi ntments shall be made for terns of one to nine years respectively.
Fi ve menbers shall be appointed by the local |egislative body or board,
or other appropriate governing agency, one of whom may be a nenber of
such local legislative body or board, or other appropriate governing
agency, four, fromanong persons residing in the sponsoring conmunity,
by the governor and one nenber el ected by and from anong the students of
the coll ege who shall serve as a nmenber of the board for a one-year
term provided, however, that the term of the student nmenber first
el ected shall be nine nonths conmenci ng Oct ober first, nineteen hundred
seventy-five, and one of whomshall be elected by and from anong the
faculty and staff of the college, ex-officio and non-voting, who shal
serve a two-year term provided, however, that the termof the faculty
or staff menber first elected shall comence July first, two thousand
twenty-seven. The faculty or staff nenber and student nenber shall be
af forded the sane parlianmentary privileges as are conferred upon voting

menbers, including but not limted to the right to make and second
notions and to place itens on the agenda. Such faculty or staff and
student [w#esber] nenbers shall be subject to every provision of any

general, special or local |law, ordinance, charter, code, rule or regu-
lation applying to the nenbers of such board wth respect to the
discharge of their duties including, but not limted to, t hose

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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provisions setting forth codes of ethics, disclosure requirenments and
prohi biting busi ness and professional activities. The election of the
student menber shall be conducted in accordance with rules and regu-
lations promulgated by the respective representative canpus student
association in accordance wth guidelines established by the state
university trustees. The election of the faculty or staff nenber shal
be conducted in accordance with rules and regul ati ons promul gated by the
| argest faculty organization on each canpus. 1In the event that the
student nmenber ceases to be a student at the institution, [he] they
shall be required to resign. In the event that the faculty or staff
menber ceases to be an enployee at the institution, they shall be
required to resign. The governor's initial appointments shall be for
terns of two, four, six and eight years respectively and those by | ocal
authorities for terms of one, three, five, seven and nine years respec-
tively. Vacancies shall be filled for unexpired terns in the same manner
as original selections by the authority responsible for the original
sel ection. The board shall select its own [ehaivrman] chair from anong
its voting nenbership. Were tw or nore |ocal sponsors join in the
establ i shment of a community coll ege, the apportionment of the appoint-
ments anong them shall be nade by the state university trustees. Trus-
tees shall receive no conpensation for their services but shall be reim
bursed for their expenses actually and necessarily incurred by them in
the perfornmance of their duties under this article. Menbers initially
appoi nted or el ected under this subdivision to the board of trustees of
any conmunity coll ege hereafter established shall take office imediate-
Iy upon their selection and qualification, but for purposes of determn-
ing the expiration of their respective ternms and the comrencenment of the
terms of their successors, the term of office of each such initial
menber shall be deenmed to have commenced on the first day of July of the
year in which such college was established. The ternms of office of al
menbers of the boards of trustees of comunity coll eges heretofore
establ i shed, appointed or elected as provided in this subdivision, shal
terminate on the thirtieth day of June of the cal endar year within which
such terns expire under the provisions of this subdivision as hereby
anended. For the purpose of determ ning such year all initial ternms of
of fice of appointed nenbers of the boards of trustees of comunity
col | eges heretofore established shall be deened to have commenced on the
first day of July of the year in which such colleges were established
and the terns of their successors for full terns, iif any, shall be
deened to have comrenced upon the expiration of the nunber of years from
such date for which such initial appointnments were made

8 2. Subdivision 3-a of section 6306 of the education | aw, as added by
chapter 319 of the laws of 2008, is amended to read as foll ows:

3-a. [£2)>] Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivisions one and
three of this section, effective July first, two thousand [eight] twen-
ty-seven, the fashion institute of technol ogy shall be adm nistered by a
board of trustees of [#twelve] seventeen nmenbers. [Si<] Eight nenbers
shal | be appointed by the |ocal sponsor, one of whom may be a nmenber of
such sponsor; [#—e] seven nenbers shall be appointed by the governor
from anmong persons who reside in the city of New York; [ard] one nenber
shall be elected by and fromanong the students of the fashion institute
of technol ogy[ -
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] who shall serve as a nenber of
the board for a one-year term and one of whomshall be elected by and
fromanpong the faculty and staff of the college, ex-officio and non-vot-
ing, who shall serve a two-year term provided. however, that the term
of the faculty or staff nenber first elected shall commence July first,
two thousand twenty-seven. The faculty or staff nenber and student
nenber shall be afforded the sane parlianentary privileges as are
conferred upon voting nenbers, including but not linmted to the right to
nake and second nptions and to place itens on the agenda. Such faculty
or staff and student nenbers shall be subject to every provision of any

general, special or local law, ordinance, charter, code, rule or regu-
lation applying to the nenbers of such board wth respect to the
di scharge of their duties including, but not Ilimted to, those

provi sions setting forth codes of ethics, disclosure requirenments and
prohibiting business and professional activities. The election of the
student nenber shall be conducted in accordance wth rules and regu-
lations promulgated by the respective representative canpus student
association in accordance with guidelines established by the state
university trustees. The election of the faculty or staff nenber shal

be conducted in accordance with rules and regul ations promul gated by the
|l argest faculty organization on each canpus. In the event that the
student nenber ceases to be a student at the institution, they shall be
required to resign. In the event that the faculty or staff nenber ceases
to be an enployee at the institution, they shall be required to resign.

8§ 3. Subdivisions 1 and 1-a of section 6310 of the -education Iaw,
subdivision 1 as anmended by chapter 268 of the |aws of 2003, and subdi -
vision 1-a as added by chapter 144 of the laws of 1996, are anmended to
read as foll ows:

1. Each community college region and conmunity col |l ege sponsored by
such region shall be adm nistered by a single board of trustees of
[Fouteen] fifteen menbers, thirteen of whomshall be appointed for
terns of seven years, as set forth in this subdivision, and one nenber
elected as herein provided, except that initial appointments shall be
made for terns of one to nine years respectively. Seven menbers shall be
appoi nted by the local |egislative bodies or boards of those counties
eligible to appoint nenbers to the conmunity coll ege regional board of
trustees. The seven |l ocally appointed nenbers of such board may i nclude
one nenber from the local Ilegislative body or board of each county
eligible to appoint nenbers to the community coll ege regional board of
trustees. Menbership in a comunity coll ege regional board of trustees
shal | be apportioned anbng the counties participating in such board in
accordance with the nunmber of full-tinme equivalent students attending a
community col |l ege sponsored by such regi onal board who are residents of
the respective participating counties, and in accordance with such
further regul ations as may be prescribed by the state wuniversity trus-
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tees. Six nenbers shall be appointed by the governor [ard], one nenber
shall be elected by and from anong the students of the coll ege who shal

serve as a menber of the board for a one-year term provided, however,
that the termof the student nenber first elected shall be nine nonths
commenci ng October first, nineteen hundred eighty-four, and one nenber

who shall be elected by and fromanong the faculty and staff of the
college, ex-officio and non-voting, who shall serve a two-year term
provided, however, that the termof the faculty or staff nenber first
elected shall conmmence July first, two thousand twenty-seven. The

faculty or staff and student [#esber] nenbers shall be afforded the sane
parlianentary privileges as are conferred upon nmenbers, including but
not limted to the right to make and second notions and to place itens
on the agenda. Such faculty or staff and student [#erber] nenbers shal

be subject to every provision of any general, special or local |aw,
ordi nance, charter, code, rule or regulation applying to the nenbers of
such board with respect to the discharge of their duties including, but
not limted to, those provisions setting forth codes of ethics, disclo-
sure requirenments and prohibiting business and professional activities.
The el ection of the student nember shall be conducted in accordance with
rules and regulations promulgated by the respective representative
campus student association in accordance with guidelines established by
the state university trustees. The election of the faculty or staff
nenber shall be conducted in accordance wth rules and regulations
promul gated by the largest faculty organization on each canpus. In the
event that the student nmenmber ceases to be a student at the institution,
[ke] they shall be required to resign. 1n the event that the faculty or
staff nmenber ceases to be an enployee at the institution, they shall be
required to resign. The governor's initial appointnments shall be as
follows: (a) two individuals shall be appointed for terns of two and
four years respectively; (b) two individuals for terns of six years and
two individuals for terns of eight years. Appointnments by |ocal authori-
ties shall be as follows: (a) three individuals for terns of one, three
and five vyears, respectively; (b) two individuals for terns of seven
years, and two individuals for ternms of nine years. Vacancies shall be
filled for unexpired ternms in the same nmanner as original selections by
the authority responsible for the original selection. The board shal

select its own [ehai+mwan] chair fromanong its voting nenbership. Trus-
tees shall receive no conpensation for their services but shall be reim
bursed for their expenses actually and necessarily incurred by them in
the perfornmance of their duties under this article. Menbers initially
appoi nted or elected under this subdivision to any community college
regional board of trustees hereafter established shall take office ime-
diately wupon their selection and qualification, but for purposes of
determning the expiration of their respective terns and the comence-
ment of the terms of their successors, the termof office of each such
initial nmenber shall be deened to have comrenced on the first day of
July of the year in which such college was established. The terns of
office of all nenbers of conmunity coll ege regional boards of trustees
heretofore established, appointed or elected as provided in this subdi-
vision, shall terminate on the thirtieth day of June of the calendar
year w thin which such ternms expire under the provisions of this subdi-
vi sion as hereby anmended. For the purpose of determ ning such year al

initial ternms of office of appointed nmenbers of the comunity coll ege
regi onal board of trustees heretofore established shall be deenmed to
have commenced on the first day of July of the year in which such comu-
nity college regions were established and the ternms of their successors
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for full terns, if any, shall be deened to have conmenced upon the expi-
ration of the nunber of years fromsuch date for which such initial
appoi ntmrents were made.

The one nenber elected by and from anong the students of the college
may be renpved by such students in accordance with rules and regul ations
promul gated by the respective representative canpus student association
in accordance with guidelines pronulgated by the state university trus-
t ees.

l-a. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision one of this
section, a conmunity college region established to operate as | ocal
sponsor of Janestown community college shall be administered by a single
board of trustees of [H4teen] sixteen nenbers, fourteen of whom shal
be appointed for terms of seven years, except that the initial appoint-
ments shall be made as set forth in this subdivision, [ard] one nenber
who shall be elected by and from anong the students of the college and
shall serve as set forth in subdivision one of this section and one
nenber who shall be elected by and fromanong the faculty and staff of
the college and shall serve as set forth in subdivision one of this
section. Eight menbers shall be appointed by the | ocal governing bodies
of the counties and city eligible to appoint nenbers to the Jamestown
community col |l ege regional board of trustees, and six nmenbers shall be
appointed by the governor. The eight locally appointed nenbers of such
board may include one nenber appointed fromanong the [|ocal governing
bodies of the counties or <city eligible to appoint nenbers to the
regional board of trustees. Menbership in the Jamestown conmunity
college regional board of trustees shall be apportioned in accordance
with the nunber of full-tine equivalent students attending the comunity
coll ege who are residents of the respective participating counties or
city, and in accordance wth such further regulations as nmay be
prescribed by the state university trustees.

Upon the effective date of this subdivision, and notw thstanding any
i nconsi stent provision of any other law, the current Janestown conmunity
coll ege board of trustees shall be redesignated the Jamestown conmunity
col | ege regional board of trustees and the terns of the current menbers
of the Jamestown conmunity college board of trustees shall continue
until their expiration or term nation as provided by section sixty-three
hundred six of this chapter. The governor's initial appointnments to the
Jamestown community college regional board of trustees shall be as
follows: one individual shall be appointed for a term of three years,
and one individual shall be appointed for a termof five years. Initial
appoi ntnents by the local authorities shall be as follows: one individ-
ual shall be appointed for a termof tw years, one individual shall be
appointed for a term of four vyears, and one individual shall be
appointed for a termof six years. Vacancies shall be filled for unex-
pired terns in the same manner as original selections by the authority
responsible for the original selection. The board shall select its own
[ 6hai+wan] chair from anmong its voting nenmbership. Trustees shal
receive no conpensation for their services but shall be reinbursed for
their expenses actually and necessarily incurred by themin the perform
ance of their duties under this article. Menbers initially appointed or
el ected wunder this subdivision to any community coll ege regional board
of trustees hereafter established shall take office imediately upon
their selection and qualification, but for purposes of determning the
expiration of their respective terns and the commencenent of the terns
of their successors, the term of office of each such initial nenber
shall be deened to have commenced on the first day of July of the vyear
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in which such college was established. The terns of office of al
menbers of community college regional boards of trustees heretofore
establ i shed, appointed or elected as provided in this subdivision, shal
terminate on the thirtieth day of June of the cal endar year wi thin which
such terms expire under the provisions of this subdivision as hereby
anended. For the purpose of determ ning such year, all initial terns of
office of appointed nenbers of the community college regional board of
trustees heretofore established and the terns of their successors for
full ternms, if any, shall be deened to have conmmenced upon the expira-
tion of the nunber of years from such date for which such initial
appoi ntments were made.

The one nenber elected by and from anong the students of the college
may be renmpbved by such students in accordance with rules and regul ations
promul gated by the respective representative canpus student association
in accordance with guidelines pronulgated by the state university trus-
t ees.

In the event that the student nenber ceases to be a student at the
institution, they shall be required to resign. In the event that the
faculty or staff nenber ceases to be an enployee at the institution,
they shall be required to resign.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




