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STATE OF NEW YORK

9826

| N SENATE

April 7, 2026

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on New York Gty Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing water
safety swim instruction and free swimlessons in schools in a city
with a popul ation of one mllion or nore

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by addi ng a new section 927 to
read as foll ows:

8 927. Water safety swiminstructor certification exam The depart nent
shall establish and adnminister a free water safety swiminstructor
certification exam Such exam nation shall cover topics recognizing and
assessing water hazards, drowning prevention, stroke mechanics, and
swi mmi ng techni ques. The certification examshall be adm nistered annu-
ally to all teachers that apply to becone certified in water safety swim
instruction. The departnent nay establish a water safety sw nmring prepa-
ration course to prepare teachers for the certification exam Any teach-
er that is certified by the departnment pursuant to this section may
teach water safety in all schools within the sane district of enploy-
nent .

8§ 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 928 to read
as foll ows:

8§ 928. Water safety swiminstructor; certain school districts. Each
school district wthinacity with a population of one mllion or nore
shall establish a free water safety swimcourse to be provided annually,
and to the extent practicable, operating yvear-round, under the direction
and advi senent fromthe departnent. Such water safety swimcourse shal
be taught by a water safety swim instructor certified pursuant to
section nine hundred twenty-seven of this article and shall include
instruction on water safety principles identifying potential water
hazards, preventing drowning incidents, stroke nechanics and sw mming
t echni ques.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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