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STATE OF NEW YORK

9816

| N SENATE

April 6, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. OBERACKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Transportation

AN ACT requiring the departnent of transportation and the governor's
traffic safety conmittee, in coordination and consultation wth the
state wuniversity of New York and the city university of New York, as
well as the state university of New York College of Optonetry and any
autonotive prograns within the state university of New York and the
city university of New York, to conduct a study on the inpacts of LED
headl i ght glare on nmotorists' safety, and providing for the submni ssion
of a report to the governor and the |egislature

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "brightness emi ssion analysis for notorist safety (BEAMS) act".

§ 2. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that contenporary auto-
motive light emitting diode (LED) headlights, while designed to inprove
visibility and safety for individual notorists, nmay pose significant
hazards to oncoming drivers and the general traveling public due to
i ncreased glare or brightness. Excessive headlight glare or brightness
has becone a growing safety concern across the State and the nation
While high-intensity LED Iighting may reduce certain collision risks for
the notorist using such technology, the unintended consequences for
oncom ng notorists, including inpaired vision, tenporary blindness, and
potential long-termeye health concerns nust be exam ned. The |egisla-
ture recognizes the inportance of inploring the federal governnent to
act in conjunction with autonotive manufacturers to address this issue.
However, New York state possesses the resources and expertise to conduct
an independent study to further understand the inpacts of LED headli ght
glare. The results of this study wll inform state-level policies,
support advocacy for federal action, and inprove roadway safety for al
notorists. Therefore, this act directs the departnent of transportation
and the governor's traffic safety conmittee, in consultation with
academ c institutions and technical experts, to performa conprehensive
anal ysis and produce a detailed report on this matter. The findings of
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such study shall be transmitted to appropriate federal agencies and
authorities for their consideration.

8 3. (a) Definitions. For the purposes of this act, the follow ng
terns shall have the follow ng neani ngs:

(i) "Conmi ssioner" shall nean the commi ssioner of the New York state
departnent of transportation.

(ii) "Committee" shall nean the governor's traffic safety conmittee.

(iii) "Department" shall nean the New York state departnent of trans-
portati on.

(iv) "Participating institution” shall nean the state wuniversity of
New York and the <city wuniversity of New York, as well as the state
uni versity of New York College of Optonetry and any autonotive programs
within the state university of New York and the city university of New
Yor k.

(b) Study and report. The departnent and committee shall, wthin one
year of the effective date of this section, in coordination and consul -
tation with participating institutions, conduct a conprehensive study on
the inpacts of autonotive headlight brightness and glare on notorist
safety. Such study shall include, but not be limted to:

(i) examning LED | ow beam headl i ght and headl anp al i gnment standards
and practi ces;

(ii) assessing glare intensity and its effect on oncom ng notorists;

(iii) analyzing short-termand |long-termhealth inplications of LED
headl i ght brightness and gl are;

(iv) evaluating the dangers, risks, and potential liability associ ated
wi th excessive brightness and gl are;

(v) conmpiling relevant data, accident reports, or research findings
pertai ning to headlight brightness and glare; and

(vi) developing report on the findings of the study including, but not
limted to, recommendations for mtigating LED headlight brightness and
glare, including potential regulatory or technol ogical solutions, and
any additional information or data deened appropriate by the departnent,
committee, or participating institutions.

(c) Report. The conmi ssioner shall deliver such report to the gover-
nor, the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly,
the senate commttees on health, insurance, and transportation, and the
assenbly committees on health, insurance, and transportation no |later
than one year after the effective date of this act. Such report shall be
publicly posted on the departnment and conmittee's websites.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw and shall expire and be deened repeal ed one year after
such effective date.



