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STATE OF NEW YORK

9330

| N SENATE

March 2, 2026

Introduced by Sen. RAMOS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Comm ttee on Labor

AN ACT to anmend the labor law, in relation to enacting the "renedial
construction of New York | abor |aw act of 2026"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "renedi al construction of New York |abor |aw act".

8 2. Legislative findings and intent. 1. The | egislature hereby reaf-
firnms its longstanding intent and directive that the |labor |aw be
construed liberally in favor of workers to acconplish its broad renedi al
purposes--including but not Ilinted to securing workers' wage floors,
ensuring their rights to recover all earned wages and all conconitant
i quidated damages and other renedies, protecting workers fromretali -
ation, securing equal pay for equal work, and defraying the harms of
unenpl oynent. These renedi al purposes not only protect workers, but al so
protect [|aw abiding enployers from unfair conpetition by |awbreaking
enpl oyers.

2. Renedial interpretation includes, wth respect to readi ng
exceptions and exenptions to the |abor |aw s requirenents of enpl oyers,
construing all such exceptions and exenptions narrowy in order to naxi-
m ze deterrence of unlawful conduct and acconplish the |abor |aw s remne-
di al purpose.

8 3. The labor law is anended by adding a new section 5 to read as
fol | ows:

8 5. Construction. For all provisions of this chapter and their
acconpanying regul ations that are worded conparably to federal [aws or
reqgulations, and all worker-protective provisions of this chapter and

their acconpanying reqgulations that have no federal analogue, such
provisions shall be construed liberally for the acconplishnment of their
remedi al purposes, regardless of whether similarly-worded provisions of
federal laws or requl ations have been or continue to be so construed.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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