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STATE OF NEW YORK

9169

| N SENATE

February 10, 2026

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to establish the nanaged long termcare high acuity stabilization
pool ; and meki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Managed Long Term Care High Acuity Stabilization Pool. (a)
Establishnent. There is hereby established w thin anbunts appropriated
for the medi cal assistance program a managed long termcare high acuity
stabilization pool in an amunt not to exceed fifty mllion dollars
($50, 000, 000) for the state fiscal year commencing April 1, 2026.

(b) Purpose. The managed long termcare high acuity stabilization poo
shal |l be used to support managed |long termcare plans that:

i . denonstrate high performance on quality measures established by the
departnent; and

ii. serve a disproportionately high share of menbers with conplex |ong
term care needs or high service utilization.

(c) Eligibility and Use of Funds. i. Paynments from the nmanaged | ong
term care high acuity stabilization pool may be made only to eligible
managed | ong-term care plans whose nmedi cal |oss ratios exceed a thresh-
old established by the conm ssioner, not to exceed 92 percent, after
application of final premiumrates and risk adjustnment for the applica-
bl e rating period.

ii. Pool paynents shall be linmted to the anmount necessary to of fset
costs above such threshold and shall not be wused to increase plan
mar gi ns beyond such | evel .

(d) Administration. The conmm ssioner of health may establish criteria,
met hodol ogi es, and reporting requirenents for distribution of funds from
the managed long term care high acuity stabilization pool, including
specific quality performance standards, acuity or utilization bench-
mar ks, and safeguards to ensure fiscal accountability.

(e) Limtations. i. Paynments under this section shall not be incorpo-
rated into base prem um rates.
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ii. Nothing in this section shall be construed to create an entitle-
nment to paynent.

(f) Relationship to Rate Setting. The nmanaged |ong term care high
acuity stabilization pool is intended as a supplenental and transitional
mechani sm and shall not supplant the conmi ssioner of health's obligation
to establish actuarially sound prem umrates.

8§ 2. The sumof fifty mllion dollars ($50,000,000), or so nmuch there-
of as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnent of
health out of any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to
the credit of the managed |ong termcare high acuity stabilization pool
not otherw se appropriated, and nade immediately available, for the
pur pose of carrying out the provisions of this act. Such noneys shall be
payable on the audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certi-
fied or approved by the conmi ssioner of health in the nmanner prescribed
by | aw.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



