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STATE OF NEW YORK
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Cal . No. 636

| N SENATE

January 28, 2026

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni -
cations -- reported favorably fromsaid comrittee, ordered to first
and second report, ordered to a third reading, anended and ordered
reprinted, retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to amend the public service law, in relation to the reconnection
of service for |owincome customers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 35 of the public service |law, as

amended by chapter 686 of the laws of 2002, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The conm ssion shall by regul ation establish reasonable conditions
under which an electric or gas corporation or nmunicipality shall be

required to take all actions within such corporation or municipality's
control and, where applicable, consistent wth the provision of the
agreenment for commodity service, if any, between the corporation and the
customer, provided such provisions are consistent with this article to
reconnect service to residential custoners. Such conditions shal

include, but not be limted to, requirenents for reconnection of service
within twenty-four hours, unless prevented by circunstances beyond the
utility's or nunicipality's control, (a) upon receipt by a corporation
or municipality of the full anmpunt of arrears which were the basis for
termination of service, (b) upon the signing of a deferred paynment plan
together with a down paynent based on criteria to be established by the
comm ssion, provided that no such down paynment shall exceed [ene—hatt]
one-third of the amunt which was the basis of term nation, or the
amount of [three—smnaths—billing] the previous nonth's bill, whichever is
l ess, (c) upon the direction of the conm ssion, (d) upon the receipt of
a comitment of a direct paynent or a witten guarantee of paynment from
the social services official of the social services district in which
the custoner resides [e+]. (e) where the utility or nunicipality has
notice that a serious inpairment to health or safety is likely to result
if service is not reconnected or (f) where a lowinconme custoner has

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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denponstrated an inability to pay the full anpunt of arrears which were
the basis for termnation of service, upon the signing of a reconnection
pl an where such lowincone custoner shall pay no nore than three percent
of such custoner's nonthly incone on their electric service, and no nore
than three percent of such custoner's nonthly incone on gas service

plus such custoner's current nonthly bill. For conbination electric and
gas custoners, such lowincone custoner shall pay no nore than six
percent of such custoner's nonthly incone plus such custoner's current
nonthly bill. Wth respect to reconnection on the basis of serious
i npai rnent of health or safety doubts shall be resolved in favor of
reconnection of service. The [ehai+rman] chair shall designate such offi-
cers and enpl oyees as [he] such chair deens necessary to act on requests
for service reconnections. For the purposes of this subdivision, a
"l owinconme custoner" shall nean any custoner whose household inconme is
lower than the state nedian incone, regardless of if such custoner is
enrolled in a utility conpany's energy affordability program or if such
custoner is the recipient of any formof public assistance.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anmendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.




