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STATE OF NEW YORK

8963

| N SENATE

January 21, 2026

Introduced by Sen. SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to authorizing body
scanner utilization in the office of children and famly services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 3502 of the public health |aw, as
added by chapter 313 of the |aws of 2018, subparagraph (i) of paragraph
(a) as anended by chapter 486 of the [ aws of 2022 and subparagraphs (ii)
and (iii) of paragraph (a), paragraph (b), subparagraphs (i), (ii),
(iii) and (v) of paragraph (c), paragraph (e) and the openi ng paragraph
and subparagraphs (i) and (ii) of paragraph (f) as anended by section 1
of part LL of <chapter 56 of the laws of 2023, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

6. (a) (i) Notw thstanding the provisions of this section or any other
provision of law, rule or regulation to the contrary, |icensed practi-
tioners, persons |licensed wunder this article and unlicensed personne
enpl oyed at a local correctional facility, or secure or specialized
secure detention facility may, in a manner permitted by the regul ations
pronul gated pursuant to this subdivision, utilize body inmaging scanning
equi pmrent that applies ionizing radiation to humans for purposes of
screening incarcerated individuals commtted to such [ocal correctiona
facility, or individuals detained in, conmtted to, visiting or enployed
in a secure or specialized secure detention facility, in connection with
the inplenmentation of such facility's security program

(ii) MNotwithstanding the provisions of this section or any other
provision of law, rule or regulation to the contrary, |icensed practi-
tioners, persons licensed under this article and unlicensed personne
enpl oyed at a state correctional facility or facility for youth placed
with or commtted to the office of children and famly services may, in
a manner permitted by the regulations promulgated pursuant to this
subdi vi sion, utilize body inagi ng scanni ng equi pnent that applies ioniz-
ing radiation to humans for purposes of screening individuals detained
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in, commtted to, visiting, or enployed in such facility, in connection
with the inplenentation of such facility's security program

(iii) The utilization of such body inmagi ng scanni ng equi prent shall be
in accordance wth regulations promulgated by the departnent, or for
| ocal correctional facilities in cities having a population of two
mllion or nore, such wutilization shall be in accordance with regu-
| ati ons promul gated by the New York city department of health and nenta
hygi ene. The state conmi ssion of correction, in consultation wth the
departnent of corrections and community supervision and the office of
children and fam |y services, shall promulgate regulations establishing
when body i magi ng scanni ng equi pnment will be used to screen visitors and
[ Frearecerated] individuals detained in or conmmitted to state correction-
al facilities, secure or specialized secure detention facilities, or
facilities for youth placed with or conmitted to the office of children
and family services. Such regulations shall include provisions estab-
lishing that alternative nethods of screening nmay be used to acconmpdate
i ndi vi dual s who decline or are unable to be screened by body imaging
scanni ng equi pnent for medical reasons and that alternative nethods of
screening may be used to accomodate individuals who decline to be
screened for other reasons, unless security considerations warrant
ot herwi se. Such regul ations shall also ensure that no person shall be
subjected to any form of harassnent, intimdation, or disciplinary
action for choosing to be searched by an alternative nmethod of screening
in lieu of body inmagi ng scanning.

The departnent of corrections and conmunity supervision and the office
of children and fam |y services shall pronulgate regulations establish-
ing when body inmaging scanni ng equi pnrent will be used to screen enploy-
ees of the departnent of corrections and conmunity supervision and the
office of children and fanmily services, provided, however that such
regul ati ons shall be consistent with the policies and procedures of the
department of corrections and community supervision and the office of
children and fam |y services governing the search of enployees. Such
regul ati ons shall include provisions establishing that alternative neth-
ods of screening may be used to accommodate individuals who decline or
are unable to be screened by body inmagi ng scanni ng equi prent for medical
or other reasons. Such regulations shall also ensure that no person
shal |l be subjected to any form of harassnent, intimdation, or discipli-
nary action for choosing to be searched by an alternative nethod of
screening in lieu of body inmaging scanning. An enpl oyee's request to be
searched by an alternative nethod of screening in lieu of body inaging
scanning shall not, in itself, be grounds for disciplinary action
agai nst such enpl oyee.

(b) Prior to establishing, maintaining or operating any body inmaging
scanning equipnent in a state or local correctional facility, [any—bedy
i i t t ] secure or specialized secure detention
facility, or facility for youth placed with or conmitted to the office
of children and family services, the chief adm nistrative officer of the
facility shall ensure that such facility is in conpliance with the regu-
| ations pronul gated pursuant to this subdivision and ot herw se applica-
ble requirenents for the installation, registration, nmaintenance, opera-
tion and inspection of body imagi ng scanni ng equi prment.

(c) The regul ations pronul gated pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of para-
graph (a) of this subdivision shall include, but not be limted to:

(i) Arequirenment that prior to operating body imagi ng scanni ng equi p-
ment, unlicensed personnel enployed at state or local correctional
facilities, secure or specialized secure detention facilities, or facil-
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ities for vyouth placed with or conmitted to the office of children and
fam ly services shall have successfully conpleted a training course
approved by the department, or for local correctional facilities in
cities of two million or nore, approved by the New York city departnent
of health and nmental hygi ene, and that such personnel receive additiona
training on an annual basis;

(ii) Limtations on exposure which shall be no nore than fifty percent
of the annual exposure limts for non-radiation workers as specified by
applicable regulations, except that individuals under the age of eigh-
teen shall not be subject to nore than five percent of such annual expo-
sure limts, and pregnant wonen shall not be subject to such scanning at
any tinme. Procedures for identifying pregnant wonen shall be set forth
in the regul ati ons;

(iii) Registration wth the departnment of each body imagi ng scanni ng
machi ne purchased or installed at a state or local «correctiona
facility, secure or specialized secure detention facility, or facility
for youth placed with or conmmtted to the office of children and famly
services;

(iv) Inspection and regular reviews of the use of body inaging scan-
ni ng equi prent by the department or the New York city departnent of
heal th and nental hygi ene, as applicable; and

(v) A requirement that records be kept regarding each use of body
i magi ng scanni ng equi prent by the state or local correctional facility,
secure or specialized secure detention facility, or facility for youth
placed with or conmmitted to the office of children and famly services.

(d) For the purpose of this subdivision, "body imging scanning equip-
ment" or "equi pment” means equi pnent that utilizes a | ow dose of ioniz-
ing radiation to produce an anatomical inmnage capable of detecting
obj ects placed on, attached to or secreted within a person's body.

(e) For the purposes of this subdivision:

(i) "Local correctional facility" shall have the same neani ng as found
i n subdivision sixteen of section two of the correction | aw.

(ii) "State correctional facility" shall mean a "correctional facili-
ty" as defined in subdivision four of section two of the correction | aw.

(iii) "Secure detention facility" shall mean a secure detention facil-
ity certified by the office of children and fanmly services pursuant to
section five hundred three of the executive |aw

(iv) "Specialized secure detention facility" shall nmean a facility for
adol escent offenders certified by the office of children and famly
services in consultation with the state comm ssion of correction pursu-
ant to subdivision nine of section five hundred three of the executive
| aw.

(v) "Facility for youth placed wth or comritted to the office of
children and fanmily services" shall nean a facility operated pursuant to
section five hundred four of the executive |aw

(f) Any local government agency that utilizes body imaging scanning
equipment in a local correctional, or secure or specialized secure
detention facility under its jurisdiction shall submt an annual report
to the department, the speaker of the assenbly, and the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate. If body imaging scanning equipment is utilized in
one or nore state correctional facilities or facilities for youth placed
with or conmtted to the office of children and family services, the
departnent of corrections and conmunity supervision or the office of
children and famly services, as applicable, shall subnit an annua
report to the department, the speaker of the assenbly, and the tenporary
president of the senate. Such report by [either] the | ocal governnent
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agency [e+], the departnment of corrections and conmunity supervision or
the office of children and famly services shall be submtted within
ei ghteen nonths after the initial date of registration of such equi pnent
with the departnent, and annually thereafter, and shall contain the
following information as to each such facility:

(i) [Fer] for local correctional facilities, the nunber of tinmes the
equi prent was wused on incarcerated individuals, or for secure or
specialized secure detention facilities, the nunber of tines the equip-
nent was used on individuals placed with, conmtted to, visiting or
enpl oyed in such facility, upon intake, after visits, and upon the
suspicion of contraband, as well as any other event that triggers the
use of such equi prment, and the average, nedi an, and highest nunber of
times the equi pnent was used on any [ihearcerated] such individual, wth
correspondi ng exposure | evels; [and]

(ii) [Fex] for state correctional facilities or facilities for youth
placed with or conmmitted to the office of children and famly services,
the nunber of tines the equipnment was used on individual s detained in,
commtted to, working in, or visiting the facility upon intake, before
work shift, after work shift, before visits, after visits, and upon the
suspi ci on of contraband, as well as any other event that triggers the
use of such equipnent, and the average, nedian, and hi ghest nunber of
times the equi pnrent was used on any individual detained in, comitted
to, working in, or visiting the facility, with correspondi ng exposure
| evel s[ -] i

(iii) the nunber of tinmes the use of the equi pnent detected the pres-

ence of drug contraband, weapon contraband, and any other illegal or
i nper m ssi bl e obj ect or substance;
(iv) incidents or any injuries or illness resulting from the use of

such equi pnent or reported by persons scanned by such equi pnent; and
(v) any other information the department may reasonably require.
§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after

it shall have beconme a |aw, provided, however that the anendnents to
subdi vision 6 of section 3502 of the public health |aw nmade by section
one of this act shall not affect the repeal of such subdivision and

shal |l be deened repealed therewith. Effective i mediately, the addition

anmendrment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the
implementation of this act onits effective date are authorized to be
made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



