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STATE OF NEW YORK

8932--A

| N SENATE

January 16, 2026

Introduced by Sens. MATTERA, ASHBY, BORRELLO, CHAN, GRIFFO MARTI NS

OBERACKER, PALUMBO, RHOADS, STEC, TEDI SCO, WEBER, VWEIK -- read twce
and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to the Comm ttee
on Codes -- committee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as

amended and recommitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing a
persi stent donestic violence offender registry

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "Savanna's Law'

§ 2. The executive lawis amended by adding a new section 837-aa to
read as foll ows:

8 837-aa. Persistent donestic violence offender registry. 1. As used
inthis section, the following terns shall have the foll owi hg neani ngs:

(a) "Convicted" and "conviction" nmean a verdict of guilty by a judge
or jury or a plea of guilty and include a plea of nolo contendere and a
best interest plea accepted by the court.

(b) "Victim of donestic violence" has the sane neaning as defined in
section four hundred fifty-nine-a of the social services |aw.

(c) "Persistent donestic violence offender” neans a person who:

(i) has been convicted in this state of a donestic violence offense;
and

(ii) has at |least one prior conviction for a donestic violence
of f ense.

(d) "Donestic violence" neans an act which would constitute a
violation of the penal law, including, but not limted to acts consti -

tuting disorderly conduct, harassnent, aggravated harassnent, sexua
m sconduct , forcible t ouchi nqg, sexual abuse, stalking, crimnal
m schief, nenacing, reckl ess endanger nent , ki dnappi ng, assaul t,

attenpted assault, attenpted nurder, crimnal obstruction of breathing
or blood circulation, strangulation, identity theft, grand larceny or
coercion, which have been comrmitted by a fanmily or household nenber of
the victim

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
LBD14459- 02- 6



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

S. 8932--A 2

(e) "Famly or household nenbers" nean the follow ng individuals:

(i) persons related by consanquinity or affinity;

(ii) persons legally narried to one another;

(iii) persons fornerly married to one another regardl ess of whether
they still reside in the sane househol d;

(iv) persons who have a child in common regardless of whether such
persons are married or have lived together at any tine;

(v) unrelated persons who are continually or at regular intervals
living in the sane household or who have in the past continually or at
reqgular intervals lived in the sanme househol d;

(vi) persons who are not related by consanguinity or affinity and who
are or have been in an intimte relationship regardless of whether such
persons have lived together at any tine. Factors that nmay be considered
in determning whether a relationship is an "intimte relationship"
include, but are not |imted to: the nature or type of relationship.
regardl ess of whether the relationship is sexual in nature; the frequen-
cy of interaction between the persons; and the duration of the relation-
ship. Neither a casual acquaintance nor ordinary fraternization between
two individuals in business or social contexts shall be deened to
constitute an "intinmate relationship"; or

(vii) any other category of individuals deened to be a victim of
donestic violence as defined by the office of children and famly
services in regulation.

2. (a) There is created within the division a registry of persistent
donestic viol ence offenders.

(b) The division shall maintain this registry based upon information
supplied to the division by the court clerks pursuant to paragraphs (c)
and (d) of this subdivision and information available to the division
from the departnment of corrections and conmmunity supervision and state
and local |law enforcenent agencies. The division shall neke the reqgistry
available for public inquiry on the internet.

(c) The registry shall consist of the persistent donestic violence
offender's nanme, date of birth, conviction date, county or counties of
convictions, and a current photograph of the persistent donmestic
violence offender. |f available after reasonable inquiry, the court
clerk shall provide the division with a copy of the persistent donestic
violence offender's driver license, or other state or federal identifi-
cation, and such other identifying data as the division determnes is
necessary to properly identify the persistent donestic violence offender
and exclude innocent persons. However, the registry available for public
inquiry nmust not include the persistent donestic violence offender's
address, social security nunber, driver license nunber, or any other
state or federal identification nunber.

(dY(i) If a person is convicted of an offense commtted against a
victimof donestic violence and the person convicted has at |east one
prior conviction for an offense comritted against a victimof donestic
violence, then the court shall, upon proof of any prior convictions
conmtted against a victimof donmestic violence, order the defendant to
register as a persistent donestic violence offender under this section.

(ii) If a court orders a defendant to register under this section,
then the court clerk shall forward to the division a certified copy of
the qualifying conviction and the date of birth of the defendant. The
court clerk shall forward the information to the division within seven
days of the date of the conviction.

(e) In addition to any other punishnment that may be inposed for a
conviction of the offense, a defendant required to register under this
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section shall be assessed a registration fee in the anount of one
hundred fifty dollars, which shall be paid to the clerk of the court
i nposing the sentence, who shall

(i) Retain fifty dollars of the fee for the adninistration of this
section, which shall be reserved for the purposes authorized by this
section at the end of each fiscal year; and

(ii) Remt one hundred dollars of the fee to the donestic violence
awar eness fund established pursuant to section ninety-seven-yyy of the
state finance law,_as added by chapter six hundred thirty-four of the
laws of two thousand two.

(f) The division shall renpve fromthe registry the nanme and other
identifying information of a persistent donestic violence offender
required to register under this section:

(i) Five years after the date of the nbst recent conviction for an
offense commtted against a donmestic abuse victimif the defendant has
one prior conviction for an offense commtted against a victimof dones-
tic violence;

(ii) Seven years after the date of the nost recent conviction for an
offense comitted against a donestic abuse victimif the defendant has
two prior convictions for an offense committed against a victim of
donestic viol ence;

(iii) Ten vyears after the date of the npst recent conviction for an
offense commtted against a donestic abuse victimif the defendant has
three prior convictions for an offense committed against a victim of
donestic violence; and

(iv) Twenty years after the date of the npbst recent conviction for an
offense comitted against a donestic abuse victimif the defendant has
four or nore prior convictions for an offense committed against a victim
of donestic violence.

(g9) Prior to including a persistent donestic violence offender on the
registry established pursuant to this section, the division shal
provi de the donestic abuse victimthe option of declining to have such
persi stent donmestic violence offender included on the registry.

3. This section applies only to persons convicted of a domestic
viol ence offense that occurred on or after January first, two thousand
twenty-seven; provided., however, that a prior conviction for the
pur poses of this section may have occurred before such date.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027.




