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STATE OF NEW YORK

8696

| N SENATE

January 7, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. HARCKHAM -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring the state
university of New York to install solar canopies on its canpuses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 355 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 22 to read as foll ows:

22. a. The state university trustees shall adopt rules requiring each
institution of the state university of New York, to calculate, in a
nanner to be devel oped by the state university of New York, the total
anount of square kiloneters occupied by parking facilities suitable for
sol ar _canopy devel opnent within one year of the effective date of this
subdi vi si on.

b. The state wuniversity trustees shall utilize the data from each
institution, calculated pursuant to paragraph a of this subdivision, to
create a distributed solar energy goal for each institution to use no
|l ess than seventy-five percent of eligible parking facility space for
sol ar canopies by twd thousand forty.

c. Beginning one vyear after the effective date of this subdivision
any construction project undertaken by the state university of New York
on a canpus of an institution where the scope of such project includes a
parking garage, open parking lot or other parking facility that offers
parking spaces for the purposes of public use, state enployee use or
pay-per-usage or includes a parking garage, open parking |lot or other
parking facility constructed by a private entity wusing state capital
funding, shall install solar canopies in such facilities, unless such
institution has already reached the seventy-five percent goal estab-
| ished pursuant to paragraph b of this subdivision.

d. As wused in this subdivision, the following terns shall have the
foll owi ng nmeani ngs:

(1) "Parking facility" shall nmean a parking garage, open parking | ot
or other parking facility owned and/or operated by the state university

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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of New York, that offers parking spaces for the purposes of public use,
faculty and staff use, student use, or pay-per-usage.

(2) "Solar canopy" shall nmean a system designed to capture solar radi-
ation for the purpose of producing usable enerqgy.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




