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STATE OF NEW YORK
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Cal. No. 416
January 7, 2026
Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read twce and ordered printed, and when

printed to be conmitted to the Coomittee on Consuner Protection --
reported favorably from said conmmittee, ordered to first and second
report, ordered to a third reading, anmended and ordered reprinted,
retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to restricting
yout h sports organi zati ons and youth sports facilities from prohibit-
ing attendees of youth sports events fromrecordi ng personal nedia

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general business |aw is amended by adding a new article
41-A to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 41-A
YOUTH SPORTS

Section 1050. Definitions.
1051. Youth sports organi zation in-person recording and photog-
raphy restrictions.

8 1050. Definitions. As used in this article:

1. "Youth sports facility" neans any indoor or outdoor venue in the
state of New York that hosts youth sports events.

2. "Youth sports event" nmeans any organi zed athletic event, ganme or
conpetition in which the majority of participants are under the age of
ei ght een.

3. "Youth sports organization" neans any entity that organizes,
nmanages, governs, hosts or runs youth sports events.

4, (a) "Personal nedia" neans video or still photography captured by
an attendee at a youth sports event froma physical location inside the
youth sports facility using a personal device.

(b) "Personal nmedi a"  shall not include comrercial livestream ng
br oadcasti ng, or professional-grade film ng.
5. "Professional nedi a package" neans any commercially of fered

subscription, pay-per-view access, photography service, or streaning
pr oduct.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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1051. Youth sports organization in-person recording and hot ogr aph
restrictions.

1. Youth sports organizations and youth sports facilities shall not:

(a) prohibit, restrict, or penalize an attendee for creating persona
nedia at any youth sports event at which spectators are pernitted,.
except where perm ssible pursuant to subdivision three of this section;

(b) inpose or enforce a rule involving a penalty because an attendee
recorded any portion of a youth sports event, including but not limted
to disqualification or loss of registration privileges;

(c) require the separate purchase of a professional nedia package as a
condition of usage of a youth sports facility, player reqgistration, team
entry, team nenbership, enrollnment, or spectator adm ssion;

(d) bundle or enbed a professional nedia package into registration
fees, tournanent fees, nenbership fees., admission charges. or other
simlar fees or payments without separately, clearly, and conspicuously
item zing the cost of the package at the tinme of registration; or

(e) maintain, offer, or enter into, a waiver, contract, registration
form agreenent, rule, or policy that conflicts with the requirenents of
this article.

2. Prior to registration or entry for a youth sports event, where a
prof essi onal nedia package is made available to attendees, youth sports
organi zations shall conspicuously disclose in witing:

(a) whether the professional nedia package is optional

(b) the full price of any offered nedia services in connection with
the professional nedia package; and

(c) the identity of the professional nedia package vendor and any
affiliated relationship between such vendor and the youth sports organ-
ization or youth sports facility.

3. A vyouth sports organization or youth sports facility may inpose
restrictions on the capturing of personal nedia where:

(a) the vyouth sports organization has a docunented safety or privacy
rationale, unrelated to comercial interest:;

b) there are specific zones, such as |locker roons or stagin ar eas
where the general public is not permtted; or

(c) thereis auniformrestriction on all attendees, unrelated to the
purchase of a professional nedia package.

4. Nothing in this article shall be construed as prohibiting a youth
sports organization or youth sports facility fromentering into exclu-
sive arrangenents with professional nmedia vendors for the conmercial
broadcast or streaming of youth sports events, provided that such
arrangenents do not formthe basis for any prohibition on the capturing
of personal nedia.

5. Nothing in this article shall alter existing state or federal |aws
governing the comercial use of a mnmnor's inmage or |likeness. Youth
sports organizations may continue to require parental consent for the
publication of a mnor athlete's photograph or video in organizationa
nedia, websites, or pronpbtional materials, establish reasonable social
nedia policies governing the posting of athletes' inmages by third
parties or enforce prohibitions on the recording of mnors in private
ar eas.

6. This article shall not apply to:

(a) interscholastic athletic prograns organi zed. operated. or governed
by a public or private elenentary or secondary school, school district,
board of cooperative educational services or state athletic association
governi ng school - based sports; or
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b) athletic prograns organi zed or sanctioned b the United States
AQynpic and Paralynpic Commttee or any national governing body desig-
nated under the Ted Stevens AQynpic and Anateur Sports Act, 36 U S C §
220501.

7. Any person who has been injured by reason of any violation of this
article may bring an action in their own nane to enjoin such unl awful
act or practice, an action to recover such person's actual danmages or
two hundred dollars, whichever is greater. The court may, at its
discretion, increase the award of danages to an anopunt not to exceed
three tines the actual damages if the court finds the defendant willful-
ly or knowingly violated this section. The court may award reasonable
attorney fees to a prevailing plaintiff.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




