OCoO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

8618

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Decenber 15, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CANZONERI-FITZPATRICK -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
transportation assistance voucher denmpbnstration programfor certain
outpatient nental health and substance use disorder services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "behavioral health transportation access act".

8 2. Legislative findings and purpose. The legislature finds that many
New Yorkers receiving outpatient nental health and substance use disor-
der services |ack access to reliable and affordable transportati on and
are ineligible for Medicaid-funded non-energency nedical transportation.
I ndividuals with i ncones nodestly above Medicaid thresholds often incur
significant transportation costs to attend therapy, counseling, medica-
ti on managenent, and recovery services, resulting in missed appointnments
and early dropout fromcare. Such disruptions increase the |ikelihood of
psychiatric crisis, overdose, relapse, hospitalization, and involvenent
with |law enforcenment, inposing substantial costs on the state and | oca
comuni ti es.

The purpose of this act is to authorize the office of mental health,
in consultation wth the office of addiction services and supports, to
establish a denonstration program providing transportation assistance
vouchers to eligible individuals attending outpatient behavioral health
appointnments, in order to pronote continuity of care, reduce avoidable
crises, and inprove behavioral health outcones.

8§ 3. The nental hygiene law is amended by adding a new section 7.49 to
read as foll ows:

§ 7.49 Transportation assistance voucher denonstration program

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) "Eligible individual"” nmeans a resident of the state who:
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i) has a schedul ed appointnment at an outpatient nental health program
licensed, operated, or funded by the office, or at an outpatient
subst ance use disorder programcertified, operated, or funded by the
office of addiction services and supports:;

(ii) has household incone at or below twd hundred fifty percent of the
federal poverty |evel;

(iii) is not enrolled in the nedical assistance programunder title
eleven of article five of the social services law and is not receiving
non- energency nedical transportation benefits for such appointnent; and

(iv) lacks access, as determ ned by the commissioner, to safe, reli-
able, no-cost transportation to and from such appoint nent.

(2) "CQutpatient behavioral health programt nmeans an outpatient program
providing nental health or substance use disorder services that is
licensed, operated, or funded by the office or by the office of

addi ction services and supports.
3) "Transportation voucher" neans a digital code repaid card aper

voucher, transit pass, or reinbursenent nmechanism redeenmable only for
transportation services authorized under this section.

(4) "Transportation services" neans public transportation, including
bus, subway. light rail, paratransit, or comuter rail; for-hire trans-
portation including taxis, liveries, or rideshare services; and any
other transportation nodality approved by the conm ssioner.

(b) Establishnment. The conm ssioner, within amounts appropriated and
in consultation with the commissioner of addiction services and
supports, shall establish a transportation assistance voucher denon-
stration programto provide round-trip transportation to eligible indi-
viduals for scheduled outpatient behavioral health appointnments.

(c) Programdesign. (1) The denpnstration programnmay be inplenented
directly by the office or through contracts or grant agreenents with
|l ocal governmental units or outpatient behavioral health prograns.

(2) The commi ssioner nay establish eligibility verification proce-
dures. voucher issuance protocols, limts on voucher value or frequency,
attendance confirmation requirenents, and safeqguards to prevent fraud or
m suse.

(3) Vouchers shall be used solely for transportation to and from sche-
dul ed outpatient behavioral health appointnents.

(d) Coordination with existing benefits. Individuals eligible for
non-energency nedical transportation through the nedical assistance
program or any other public benefit shall not receive vouchers for the
sane appointnents under this section. The conmi ssioner shall establish
procedures to prevent duplication of benefits.

(e) CQutreach and administration. The office, in consultation with the
office of addiction services and supports, shall develop guidance and
materials to assist participating progranms and | ocal governnental units
in identifying eligible individuals and admi nistering vouchers.

(f) Data collection and evaluation. (1) The office shall collect data
on participation, vouchers issued, appointnent adherence, and such other
out cone neasures as the conmm ssioner deens rel evant.

(2) No later than three vyears after the effective date of this
section, and annually thereafter while the denpbnstration program is
operational., the conmissioner shall submt a report to the governor and
the legislature on program inplenentation, outcones, and recomenda-
tions.

(g) Funding. The conm ssioner may use state appropriations, federa
funds, local contributions, or private grants or donations for the
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purposes of this section. Nothing in this section shall create an enti -
tlenent to transportation assistance.

(h) Confidentiality. Al | individually identifiable information
collected pursuant to this section shall be mnmaintained in accordance
with applicable state and federal confidentiality |aws.

8 4. The mental hygiene |aw is amended by addi ng a new section 19. 46
to read as foll ows:

8§ 19.46 Transportation assistance voucher denpnstration progrant coordi -
nati on.

The office of addiction services and supports shall collaborate with
the office of nmental health in the inplenentation and eval uation of the
transportation assistance voucher denpbnstration program established
pursuant to section 7.49 of this chapter, and is authorized to enter
into contracts, provide guidance, and collect data consistent with such
i npl enent ati on.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that the office of nenta
health and the office of addiction services and supports are authorized
to promul gate regul ations and take any other measures necessary for
i npl ementation prior to such effective date.




