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STATE OF NEW YORK

8556

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Cct ober 29, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CRIFFO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the
advanced nuclear energy workforce devel opnment conmission and the
advanced nucl ear energy workforce devel opnent program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new article 168-A
to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 168-A
ADVANCED NUCLEAR ENERGY WORKFORCE DEVEL OPVENT PROGRAM
Section 8857. Definitions.
8858. Advanced nucl ear energy workforce devel opnent conm ssion
and program

8 8857. Definitions. Wierever used in this article:

1. "Commission" shall nean the advanced nuclear energy workforce
devel opnent conmi ssi on.

2. "Programi’ shall nean the advanced nucl ear energy workforce devel op-
nent program

3. "Industry expert" shall nean a person wth experience in the
construction, operation, and maintenance of nuclear reactors, including
but not linmted to small nodul ar reactors.

4. "Institutions of higher education" shall nmean colleges and univer-
sities operated by the state university of New York or the city univer-
sity of New York

5. "Institutions of career education" shall nmean schools operated by
vocational education and extension boards.

8 8858. Advanced nucl ear energy workforce devel opnent conm ssion and
program 1. There is hereby created the advanced nuclear energy work-
force developnent commission. The commission shall consist of the
conm ssioner, or their designee, the chancellor of the state university
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of New York, or their designee, the chancellor of the city university of
New York, or their designee, and three industry experts appointed by the
governor who shall serve a term of five years. Al nenbers of the
commi ssion shall serve w thout conpensation but may be reinbursed for
travel expenses related to the work of the conm ssion.

2. The conmmission shall establish and adm nister the program author-
ized under this article for the purpose of addressing urgent and skilled
| abor denands in the advanced nuclear energy industry in this state.

3. Under the program the comm ssion shall

(a) Create a strategic plan for

(i) Addressing |labor supply gaps and skill gap issues in the advanced
nucl ear _energy industry; and

(ii) Providing grants and financial assistance, including through the
creation of strategic partnerships with public agencies, private enti-
ties, and advanced nucl ear energy industry stakeholders, to incentivize
and support:

1 the devel opnent of progranmm ng and outreach efforts designed to
create awareness of nuclear science and career opportunities in the
field of advanced nucl ear energy anong students;

(2) the creation of acadenic pathways frominstitutions of secondary
education and to education and training prograns at institutions of
hi gher education and institutions of career education in the field of
advanced nucl ear energy;

(3) the creation of academ c prograns in the field of advanced nucl ear
energy by institutions of higher education and institutions of career
education; and

(4) research and leadership developnent in the field of advanced
nucl ear enerqgy at institutions of higher education; and

(b) Devel op custon zed curriculumrequirenents for degree and certif-
icate prograns to prepare students for careers in the advanced nucl ear
energy industry, that may be offered by institutions of higher education
and institutions of career education. In developing the curriculum the
conm ssion shall focus on developing prograns leading to jobs in the
areas of:

(i) nucl ear-grade wel di ng;

(ii) radiological control and nonitoring;

(iii) reactor operations;

(iv) nuclear instrunentation and control; and

(v) nucl ear engineering.

4. No |later than Decenber thirty-first of each year beginning in the
year two thousand twenty-six, the comm ssion shall deliver a report to
the governor and the legislature on the status and efficacy of the

program
§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




