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STATE OF NEW YORK

8517--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Cct ober 1, 2025

Introduced by Sen. BRISPORT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when

printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Rules -- recommitted to
the Conmttee on Finance in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 --
comm ttee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anmended and

recommtted to said conmmittee

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to requiring the division
of human rights to participate in the United Nations for certain
pur poses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 294-b
to read as foll ows:

8 294-b. Participation in the United Nations wuniversal periodic
review. 1. The state, through the division, shall participate in the
United Nations human rights council's universal periodic review by
establishing an interagency task force for the purposes of drafting and
publishing a report. The task force shall be led by the division, and
shall include representatives designated by the heads of any state agen-
cy or other political subdivision of the state the division deens neces-
sary for conpletion of the review. The division shall also invite
participation, on an advisory basis, from l|local governnents, acadenic

institutions, communi ty-based organizations and other stakeholders
deened rel evant.
2. The review shall include, but not be linted to:

a. A description of the nethodol ogy used and the consultation process
undertaken in preparation of the report.

b. A summary of the state's constitutional, statutory, and institu-
tional franmework relevant to human rights, including applicable nationa
and state jurisprudence and existing human rights institutions.

c. An evaluation of the inplenentation of human-rights-related |aws
and policies, as well as legislative or voluntary conmtnents and activ-

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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ities by state and |local hunan rights bodies, including but not limted
to, the universal declaration of human rights, human rights treaties of
which the United States has ratified, and any commitnents which the
United States has nmade to the United Nations human rights counci
regarding the universal periodic review

d. Identification of achievenents, best practices, challenges, and
constraints.

e. Recommendations for key priorities the state should inplenment to
overcone constraints and inprove human rights conditions on the ground.

f. Identification of areas where agencies nmy require additional
resources, nonetary or otherw se.

3. The report shall be drafted and conpleted by Novenber thirtieth,
two thousand twenty-six in accordance with the one year extension given
to the United States to conduct its scheduled universal periodic review

4. Upon conpletion, the division shall be required to submt the
report to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, and the
speaker of the assenbly, and the United States departnent of state, and
to publish the report on the division's website so that it is publicly
accessible. Additionally, the division may submit the report to the
United Nations' human rights systemstrictly for the purposes of receiv-
ing technical feedback and inproving state human rights practices. Any
subm ssion should clearly state that it is subnmtted solely in the
capacity of a subnational stakeholder, does not purport to represent or
bind the United States and is intended exclusively to informand inprove

state-level human rights governance
8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




