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STATE OF NEW YORK

8445

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

June 23, 2025

Introduced by Sen. FAHY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to requiring disclosure of
maj or contributors on i ndependent expenditure comuni cations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 14-107 of the election law is anmended by adding a
new subdivision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. (a) Any individual, entity, or political conmttee that makes an
i ndependent expenditure for a covered communication shall include on
such communi cation the following disclainer, promnently displayed and
clearly readable or audible, as applicable:

"Paid for by (nane of person or organization). This expenditure was
not nmade in cooperation with any candidate or candidate's comittee."

(b) (i) If the independent spender has received aggregate contrib-
utions exceeding one thousand dollars fromany person or entity during
the twelve nonths preceding the communication, the disclainmer shall also
incl ude:

"Top contributors: (Nane one) (Nane two) (Name three)."

(ii) The nanes |listed under subparagraph (i) of this paragraph shal
be those contributors who contributed the |argest aggregate anounts
exceedi ng one thousand dollars, in descending order

(c) If the independent spender has a treasurer, the disclainer shal
al so incl ude:

"The treasurer of (nane of person or organization) is (nane of treas-
urer)."

(d) The disclosure shall appear in a type size and format that is
easily readable or, for audio or video conmmunications, clearly audible
and/or visible for at least four seconds. The disclosure shall also
include the web address of the state board of elections candidates and
canpai gn di sclosures reporting system
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(e) Nothing in this section shall be applicable to candidates for
public offices under the jurisdiction of the New York city canpaign
finance board.

(f) For the purposes of this subdivision, the term"covered comuni -
cation" shall nean any public conmunication nade via direct mail, print,
internet, radio, television, telephone, or other mass distribution neth-
od that expressly advocates for the election or defeat of a <clearly
identified candidate or ballot proposal, or refers to such candidate or
proposal within sixty days of an el ection.

8§ 2. The election law is anended by adding a new section 14-107-c to
read as foll ows:

8 14-107-c. Donor attribution rules for independent expenditures. 1
For purposes of determning the top contributors required to be
di sclosed wunder subdivision nine of section 14-107 of this title, only
those contributions that are earmarked, solicited for, or reasonably
expected to support independent expenditures shall be considered.

2. No later than one hundred eighty days after the effective date of
this section, state board of elections shall pronmulgate any rules or
regulations necessary to inplenment the provisions of this section and
subdi vision nine of section 14-107 of this title, including standardi zed
disclainmer formats, font sizes, and nethods for identifying top contrib-
utors.

§ 3. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion or section of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnment shall not affect, inpair, or
i nval i date the remai nder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation
to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision or section thereof
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent shall have
been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the legislature
that this act would have been enacted even if such invalid provisions
had not been included herein.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date upon which it shall have become a |law. Effective i mediate-
ly, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be nmade and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




