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STATE OF NEW YORK

8437

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

June 11, 2025

Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to lowering the
financial burden of professional westling pronpbters; and to repea
certain provisions of such law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 1000 of the general business |aw,

as added by chapter 32 of the laws of 2016, is anmended and two new
subdi visions 7 and 8 are added to read as foll ows:
3. "Conbative sport" nmeans any unarned bout, contest, conpetition,

mat ch, or exhi bition undertaken to entertain an audience, wherein the
participants primarily grapple [e+—westle], or deliver blows of any
kind to, or use force in any way to nanipulate, the body of another
participant, and wherein the outconme and score depend entirely on such
activities.

7. "Professional westling" neans a perfornmance of sports enter-
tainment in which two or nore participants performin nock or theatrica
unarned, hand-to-hand conbat for the purpose of entertainnment, do not
intentionally cause bodily harmto thenselves or other participants, and
the outcone of such exhibition is predetermned or the participants do
not necessarily strive to wn. This definition shall not include any
wrestling contest or exhibition where the contestants are all amateurs
and such events are sponsored by and under the supervision of any
uni versity, college, school, or other institution of learning, recog-
nized by the regents of the state of New York.

8. "Westling exhibition", "westling contest", or "westling event"
neans any denonstration of professional westling that is presented to
the public.

§ 2. Section 1001 of the general business |aw, as added by chapter 32
of the laws of 2016, is amended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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§ 1001. Conbative sports authorized. Conbative sports conducted under
the supervision of the comm ssion, under the supervision of an author-
i zed sanctioning entity, or as provided for in section one thousand
twenty-one of this article, are hereby authorized. Authorized conbative
sports include, amateur and professional boxing, amateur and profes-
sional westling, sparring, kick boxing, single discipline martial arts
and mxed martial arts, pursuant to the provisions of this article.

8§ 3. Subdivision 10 of section 1015 of the general business |aw, as
added by chapter 32 of the |laws of 2016, is anended to read as foll ows:

10. In addition to the bond required by subdivision nine of this
section, each applicant for a license to conduct an authorized profes-
sional combative sport shall execute and file wth the secretary of
state a bond in an amount to be deternined by the comm ssion to be
approved as to formand sufficiency of sureties thereon by the secretary
of state, conditioned for and guaranteei ng the paynent of professionals'
[ ard—professional—wrestters—] purses, salaries of club enpl oyees
licensed by the commission, and the legitinmate expenses of printing
tickets and all advertising material.

8 4. Subdivision 11 of section 1015 of the general business law is
REPEALED.

8 5. Section 1017 of the general business |aw, as added by chapter 32
of the laws of 2016, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 1017. Profe55|onal westling; pronoters. 1. [Fer—the—purposes—of

—] A DrofeSS|onaI wwestllnq event may not

be held in this state except under a license issued in accordance wth
this article and the rules of the comni ssion, unless such event is
exenpt fromlicensure.

2. Every person, partnership or corporation pronpting one or nore
professional westling exhibitions in this state shall be required to
obtain fromthe conmm ssion an annual |icense to conduct such exhibitions
subject to ternms and conditions pronul gated by the comr ssion pursuant
to rule and consistent with the applicable provisions of this article.
Each applicant shall pay an annual fee established by the comission
pursuant to rule,_ provided, however, that such fee shall not exceed two
hundred twenty-five dollars.

3. Alicensed promoter of a professional westling exhibition in the
state shall notify the athletic comm ssion at |east ten days in advance

of the holdlng of the exhlbltlon [Eaeh—sueh—pLene%e#—sha##—e*eee%e——and

4. A licensed promoter of a professional westling exhibition shal
provide for a [lH-ecensed—physician] registered nurse or other nedica
professional to be present at each exhibition, and such [physieian]
medi cal professional shall exam ne each westler prior to each perform
ance, and each such pre-performance exam nation shall be conducted in
accordance with regul ati ons prescribed by the conmi ssion.

5. Every licensed pronoter of professional westling who pronbtes six
or nore exhibitions in the state in a cal endar year nmust have in place




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

=
o

11
12

S. 8437 3

an anti-drug plan and file with the conm ssion a witten copy of the
pl an. Each such plan shall address the use of a controlled substance
defined in article thirty-three of the public health Iaw, and such plan
shall at mininmum provide for the foll ow ng:

(a) dissenmination of educational materials to professional westlers
who perform for any such pronoter including a list of prohibited drugs
and avail abl e rehabilitati on services; and

(b) a referral procedure to permt any such professional westler to
obtain rehabilitation services.

8§ 6. The state athletic conm ssion shall promulgate rules and regu-
lations to inplenent the provisions of this section.

8 7. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



