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STATE OF NEW YORK

831

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. TEDI SCO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to posthunous awardi ng of
hi gh school dipl onas

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3204 of the education law is anended by adding a
new subdi vision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. Post hunobus awardi ng of diplomas. The board of education or the
board of trustees of each school district shall establish a policy and
adopt procedures permtting the district to confer a diploma on a
student posthunpusly if, at the tine of death, such student had
conpleted the eleventh grade class of a public school in the district
and was enrolled or expected to be enrolled in the twelfth grade class
within the sane public school district the following school vyear. The
policy and procedures shall address the district's coordination with the
parents or guardians of the deceased student concerning the nethod for
conferring such a diploma, including but not limted to, site of presen-
tation, identity of a proxy recipient, famly attendance at the high
school graduation cerenpony, and scope of recognition and/or partic-
ipation, if any, at the high school graduation cerenpny, and shal
further provide for annual witten notice to all students and their
parents or guardi ans about the school district's policy and procedures
adopted in accordance with this subdivision. Nothing in this subdivision
shall require a school district to issue a diploma before the graduation
date of the deceased student's high school graduating class or require
the fanmily of a deceased student to attend or participate in a high
school graduation cerenpny or related activities. Diplonas conferred in

accordance with this subdivision shall not be applied toward student

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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graduation counts or for

2

any other purpose of federal or state account-

ability data collection.
8§ 2. This act shall
have becone a | aw.

take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall



