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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 15, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to authorizing funer-
al directing apprenticeships as an alternative to |icensing exani na-
tions

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is anmended by adding a new section
3422-a to read as foll ows:

8 3422-a. Funeral directing; apprenticeship. 1. The departnent shal
develop criteria for funeral director apprenticeships for individuals
who have successfully conpleted a course of collegiate level study in
funeral service. Such apprenticeship shall serve as an alternative to
the examinations required for licensure as a funeral director under
section thirty-four hundred twenty-one of this title. To satisfy the
requirenents of paragraph (b) of subdivision four of section thirty-four
hundred twenty-one of this title, a funeral director apprenticeship
shall be certified by the departnent.

2. A funeral director apprenticeship certified under subdivision one
of this section shall

(a) be a four-year apprenticeship, including a one-year residency as
requi red under subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (b) of subdivision four
of section thirty-four hundred twenty-one of this title;

(b) be led by a licensed funeral director; and

(c) include specialized curriculumnodels that align with the content
and requirenents of the examnation for licensure under this title,
which shall cover topics including, but not limted to, enbalmng tech-
ni ques, funeral arrangenent procedures, requlatory conpliance, ethics,
industry best practices, and any other topics as deternined by the

depart nent.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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3. The departnent shall develop a process under which apprenticeships
nay be certified under subdivision one of this section, and under which
individuals may apply for such apprenticeships. Applicants accepted to

an _apprenticeship shall be issued a certificate of reqgistration which
shall be posted in sone conspicuous place in the place of business where
such apprenticeship will be conducted.

4. An individual who has satisfactorily conpleted an apprenticeship
under this section shall be issued a certificate of conpletion of such
apprenticeship. Such certificate of conpletion shall qualify an individ-
ual to be licensed as a funeral director under section thirty-four
hundred twenty-one of this title, and as an undertaker and enbal mer
under section thirty-four hundred twenty-three of this title.

8§ 2. Subdivisions 1, 2 and 4 of section 3421 of the public health |aw,
as anmended by chapter 534 of the laws of 1983, paragraph (a) of subdivi-
sion 2 as anended by chapter 669 of the laws of 2022 and paragraph (c)
of subdivision 2 and paragraph (b) of subdivision 4 as anended by chap-
ter 529 of the | aws of 2000, are amended to read as foll ows:

1. In order to be licensed, an applicant for licensure shall pass a
funeral directing exam nation prepared or approved by the departnment, or
an apprenticeship approved by the departnent, to determne [his] such
applicant's knowl edge and fitness therefor, as required by this article.
No person shall be permitted to enter funeral director school, apply for
a funeral directing exam nation, apply for a funeral directing appren-
ticeship, or apply for a funeral directing license w thout submtting to
the departnent satisfactory evidence of good noral character.

2. Except as provided in subdivision three of this section, the
departnent shall adnmit to examination, or to an apprenticeship under
section thirty-four hundred twenty-two-a of this title, any applicant
who pays a fee of forty dollars and subnmits evidence subscribed and
affirmed as true under the penalties of perjury and satisfactory to the
department that the applicant:

(a) is acitizen of the United States or a noncitizen lawfully admt-
ted for pernmanent residence in the United States;

(b) has satisfactorily conpleted a course of collegiate [evel study in
funeral service, the curriculum of which has been approved by the
departnent, consisting of not less than ninety quarter credits or sixty
semester credits in an institution or institutions approved by the
departnent or an accrediting agency recogni zed by the departnent;

(c) has wupon entering an approved institution as herein provided for
t he purpose of beginning [kis] such applicant's funeral service study,
registered as a student with the departnment upon a formto be provided
by the departnent, and has paid to the departnment a registration fee of
fifty dollars.

4. The departnent shall issue a license to practice funeral directing
to an applicant for such license on the basis of the following proce-
dures:

(a) (i) who shall have successfully passed the exami nation as herein
provi ded in subdivision one of this section[—anrd] .

[£6-] (ii) who pays a fee of one hundred twenty-five doll ars[—ard] ;.

[s] (iii) who, after having passed such exami nation, serves a one
year period as a registered resident in a manner satisfactory to the
departnent[ ] . and

[ 5] (iv) who, has passed a second exam nation after or during the
serving of a one year period as a registered resident. The said exani na-
tion shall be on the New York state laws, rules and regulations relating
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to funeral directing and shall be prepared or approved by the depart nent
of health[—]. or

(b) (i) who shall have successfully conpleted an apprenticeship under
section thirty-four hundred twenty-two-a of this title;

(ii) who pays a fee of one hundred twenty-five dollars; and

(iii) who, as part of such apprenticeship. serves a one-year period as
a registered resident in a manner satisfactory to the departnent.

§ 3. Section 3423 of the public health law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. The departnent shall issue an undertaker or enbalner license to
those who, upon paynent of a fee of ten dollars, successfully conplete a
funeral directing apprenticeship under section thirty-four hundred twen-
ty-two-a of this title.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
compl eted on or before such effective date.




