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Introduced by Sen. SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Civil Service and Pensions
-- committee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as anended
and recommitted to said commttee -- recomritted to the Conmittee on
Cvil Service and Pensions in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 --
comm ttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as anmended and
reconmtted to said committee

AN ACT to amend the retirenent and social security law, in relation to
disability retirement benefits for the presunption of cancer affecting
t he endocrine and thyroid systens and Parki nson's Disease for certain
firefighters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 63-h of the retirement and social security law, as
added by chapter 533 of the laws of 2021, is amended to read as foll ows:
8 63-h. Certain inmpairments of health; presunption. a. Any nmenber of
the retirenent system enployed by the division of nilitary and naval

affairs shall be eligible to retire pursuant to the provisions of this
section if [he—ershe] such nenber is an airport firefighter apprentice
airport firefighter 1, airport firefighter 11, airport firefighter 11

or training and safety officer.

b. Notwi thstanding any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special law to the contrary, any condition of inpairment of health
caused by: (1) diseases of the heart; or (2) any (i) nelanoma or (ii)
condition of cancer affecting the Iynphatic, digestive, hematol ogical
urinary, neurological, breast, reproductive, endocrine, thyroid, or
prostate systens resulting in disability to a nenber covered by this
section, presently enployed, who successfully passed a physical exani na-
tion on entry into service as an airport firefighter apprentice, airport
firefighter I, airport firefighter I, airport firefighter Il or train-
ing and safety officer which examnation failed to reveal evidence of
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any di sease or other inpairnment of the heart or such nmelanoma or condi -
tion, shall be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the perform
ance and discharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent
evidence and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirenent
al l onance equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this
title, subject to the provisions of section sixty-four of this title.

c. Notwi thstanding any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special law to the contrary, any condition of inpairnment of health
caused by di seases of the lung, resulting in disability to a nenber
covered by this section, presently enployed, who successfully passed a
physi cal examination on entry into service as an airport firefighter
apprentice, airport firefighter I, airport firefighter Il, airport fire-
fighter 111 or training and safety officer, which exanination failed to
di scl ose evidence of any di sease or other inpairnent of the lung, shal
be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the perfornmance and
di scharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent evidence
and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirement allowance
equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this title,
subject to the provisions of section sixty-four of this title.

d. Notwi thstanding any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special lawto the contrary, any condition of inpairnent of health
caused by Parkinson's Disease resulting in total or partial disability
or death to a nenber covered by this section, presently enployed, who
successfully passed a physical exam nation on entry into service as an
airport firefighter apprentice, airport firefighter |, airport fire-
fighter 11, airport firefighter 11l or training and safety officer,
whi ch exanmi nation failed to reveal any evidence of such condition, shal
be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the performnce and
discharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent evidence
and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirenent allowance
equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this title,
subject to the provisions of section sixty-four of this title.

e. After the filing of an application such nmenber shall be given one
or mnore nedical exam nations. |If the conptroller determnes that the
menber is physically or nentally incapacitated for the performance of
duty and ought to be retired for performance of duty disability, such
menber shall be so retired. Such retirenent shall be effective as of a
date approved by the conptroller.

[e-] f. If the nenber, at the tinme of the filing of such application,
is eligible for a service retirenent benefit, then and in that event,
such nenber nmay sinultaneously file an application for service retire-
ment, provided that the nmenber indicates on the application for service
retirenent that such application is filed wthout prejudice to the
application for performance of duty disability retirenment.

8§ 2. Section 607-k of the retirenent and social security law, as added
by chapter 533 of the laws of 2021, is anended to read as follows:

8§ 607-k. Certain inpairnents of health; presunption. a. Any nenber of
the retirement system enployed by the division of mlitary and naval
affairs shall be eligible to retire pursuant to the provisions of this
section if [he—ershe] such nenber is an airport firefighter apprentice,
airport firefighter I, airport firefighter Il, airport firefighter 1l
or training and safety officer.

b. Notwi thstandi ng any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special law to the contrary, any condition of inpairment of health
caused by: (1) diseases of the heart; or (2) any (i) nmelanoma or (ii)
condition of cancer affecting the |ynphatic, digestive, henmatol ogical,
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urinary, neurological, breast, reproductive, endocrine, thyroid, or
prostate systems resulting in disability to a nenber covered by this
section, presently enployed, who successfully passed a physical exani na-
tion on entry into service as an airport firefighter apprentice, airport
firefighter I, airport firefighter |1, airport firefighter Il or train-
ing and safety officer which exam nation failed to reveal evidence of
any di sease or other inpairnent of the heart or such nelanoma or condi-
tion, shall be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the perform
ance and discharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent
evi dence and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirenent
al | ownance equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this
chapter, subject to the provisions of sections sixty-three and sixty-
four of this chapter

c. Notwi thstanding any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special law to the contrary, any condition of inpairnment of health
caused by diseases of the lung, resulting in disability to a nenber
covered by this section, presently enployed, who successfully passed a
physi cal exami nation on entry into service as an airport firefighter
apprentice, airport firefighter I, airport firefighter Il, airport fire-
fighter 111 or training and safety officer, which exanination failed to
di scl ose evidence of any di sease or other inpairnent of the lung, shal
be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the performance and
di scharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent evidence
and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirenent allowance
equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this chapter
subject to the provisions of section sixty-four of this chapter.

d. Notwi thstanding any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special lawto the contrary, any condition of inpairnent of health
caused by Parkinson's Disease resulting in total or partial disability
or death to a nmenber covered by this section, presently enployed, who
successfully passed a physical exam nation on entry into service as an
airport firefighter apprentice, airport firefighter 1, airport fire-
fighter 11, airport firefighter 111 or training and safety officer,
whi ch examination failed to reveal any evidence of such condition, shal
be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the performnce and
discharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent evidence
and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirenment allowance
equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this chapter,
subject to the provisions of section sixty-four of this chapter.

e. After the filing of an application such nmenber shall be given one
or nore nmnedical exanminations. |[|f the conptroller determ nes that the
menber is physically or nmentally incapacitated for the performance of
duty and ought to be retired for performance of duty disability, such
menber shall be so retired. Such retirenent shall be effective as of a
date approved by the conptroller.

[e-] f. If the nenber, at the tinme of the filing of such application,
is eligible for a service retirenent benefit, then and in that event,
such menber may sinultaneously file an application for service retire-
ment, provided that the nenber indicates on the application for service
retirenent that such application is filed wthout prejudice to the
application for performance of duty disability retirenment.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.

FI SCAL NOTE. - - Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50:

This bill would provide a performance of duty disability presunption
to nenbers of the New York State and Local Enpl oyees' Retirenent System
(NYSLERS) enployed by the Division of Mlitary and Naval Affairs in
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certain airport firefighter titles and who contract endocrine/thyroid
cancer or Parkinson's disease. The retirenment benefit will be equal to
75 percent of final average salary |ess workers' conpensation.

This bill will not materially increase the state of New York's annual
contri butions.

In addition, there will be an i nmedi ate past service cost of $67,900
borne by the state of New York as a one-tine paynent. This cost assunes
that paynment will be made on March 1, 2027.

Further, we anticipate sone admnistrative costs to inplenment the
provi sions of this |egislation.

These estinmated costs are based on 66 affected nenbers enpl oyed by the
Division of Mlitary and Naval Affairs, with annual salary of approxi-
mately 6.0 million as of March 31, 2025

Summary of rel evant resources:

Menber shi p data as of March 31, 2025 was used to neasure the inpact of
the bill, the sane data used in the Actuarial Valuations dated April 1,
2025. Distributions and other statistics can be found in the 2025 Report
of the Actuary and the 2025 Annual Conprehensive Financial Report. The
actuarial assunptions and nmethods used are described in the 2025 Annual
Report to the Conptroller on Actuarial Assunptions, and the Codes, Rules
and Regulations of the State of New York: Audit and Control. The fair
val ue of assets and GASB di scl osures can be found in the 2025 Fi nanci al
Statenments and Suppl enmentary | nfornmation.

Assunptions, denographics, and other considerations nmay have been
modified to better reflect specific provisions of any proposed benefit
change(s) .

This fiscal note does not constitute a |l egal opinion on the viability
of the bill, nor is it intended to serve as a substitute for the profes-
sional judgnent of an attorney.

This estimate, dated March 23, 2026, and intended for use only during
the 2026 Legislative Session, is Fiscal Note Number 2026-96. As Chi ef
Actuary of the New York State and Local Retirenment System (NYSLRS), I,
Aaron Schottin Young, hereby certify that this analysis conplies with
appl i cabl e Actuarial Standards of Practice as well as the Code of
Prof essi onal Conduct and Qualification Standards for Actuaries |ssuing
Statements of Actuarial Opinion of the American Acadeny of Actuaries, of
which | ama nmenber. | ama nenmber of NYSLRS but do not believe it
inmpairs ny objectivity.



