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STATE OF NEW YORK

781

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. PALUMBO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to the establish-
ing eligibility for a tax exenption on real property for enrolled
menbers of ocean rescue squads in certain nmunicipalities; and to
repeal section 1 of a chapter of the laws of 2024 relating to the
eligibility of enrolled nenbers of Southanpton Village Ocean Rescue
for a tax exenption on real property, as proposed in legislative bills
numbers S. 2158-A and A. 1353-A

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of a chapter of the laws of 2024 relating to the
eligibility of enrolled nmenbers of Southanpton Village Ocean Rescue for
a tax exenption on real property, as proposed in legislative bills
nunbers S. 2158-A and A. 1353-A, is REPEALED

8§ 2. The real property tax lawis anended by adding a new section
466-mto read as foll ows:

8§ 466-m Ccean rescue squad nenbers in certain nunicipalities. 1. (a)
Real property owned by an enrolled nenber of an ocean rescue squad, or
such enrolled nenber and spouse, residing in atown wth a population
between sixty-nine thousand and sixty-nine thousand fifty according to
the two thousand twenty census shall be exenpt from taxation to the
extent of up to ten percent of the assessed value of such property for
city, village, town., part town, special district, school district, fire
district or county purposes, exclusive of special assessnents, provided
that the governing body of a city, village, town, school district, fire
district or county, after a public hearing, adopts a local law, ordi-
nance or resolution providing therefor.

(b) For the purposes of this section, an ocean rescue squad shall nean
an entity that has been deened as an energency rescue squad and first

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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aid squad by resolution of the governing body of each nunicipality,
pursuant to state |aw or special act of the |egislature.

2. _Such exenption shall not be granted to an enrolled nenber of an
ocean rescue squad residing in such town unl ess:

(a) the applicant resides in the city, town or village which is served
by such ocean rescue squad

(b) the property is the prinmary residence of the applicant;

(c) the property is wused exclusively for residential purposes;
provided however, that in the event any portion of such property is not
used exclusively for the applicant's residence but is used for other
pur poses, such portion shall be subject to taxation and the remaining
portion only shall be entitled to the exenption provided by this
section; and

(d) the applicant has been certified by the authority having jurisdic-
tion for the ocean rescue squad, as determ ned by the governing body of
acity, village, town, school district, fire district or county;
provided, however, that such governing body shall establish a m nihum
service requirenent for each applicant between two years of service and
five vears of service. It shall be the duty and responsibility of the
governing body of each nunicipality to deternmine the procedure for
certification.

3. Any enrolled nenber of an ocean rescue squad who accrues nore than
twenty years of active service and is so certified by the authority
having jurisdiction for such ocean rescue squad, shall be granted the
ten percent exenption as authorized by this section for the reminder of
such nenber's life as long as such nenber's primary residence is |ocated
within such applicable town provided that the governing body of each
nunicipality, after a public hearing, adopts a local |aw, ordinance or
resolution providing therefor.

4. Un-remarried spouses of ocean rescue squad nenbers Kkilled in the
line of duty. Any local law or ordinance adopted pursuant to this
section may be separately anmended, or a local |law, ordinance or resol-
ution may be separately adopted to continue an exenption or reinstate a
pre-existing exenption clained under such statutes by an enroll ed nenber
of an ocean rescue squad, to such deceased enrolled nenber's un-renar-
ried spouse if such nenber is killed inthe line of duty:; provided.
however. that:

(a) such un-renmarried spouse is certified by the authority having
jurisdiction for the applicable ocean rescue squad as an un-remarried
spouse of an enrolled nmenber of an ocean rescue squad who was killed in
the line of duty:; and

(b) such deceased nenber had been an enrolled nenber for at least five
years; and

(c) such deceased nenber had been receiving the exenption prior to
such nenber's death.

5. Un-remarried spouses of deceased ocean rescue squad nenbers. Any
|l ocal law or ordinance adopted pursuant to this section nay be separate-
ly anmended. or a local law, ordinance or resolution nmay be separately
adopted to continue an exenption or reinstate a pre-existing exenption
to an un-renmarried spouse of a deceased enrolled nenber of an ocean
rescue squad; provided, however, that:

(a) such un-renarried spouse is certified by the authority having
jurisdiction for the applicable ocean rescue squad as an un-remarried
spouse of a deceased enroll ed nenber of such incorporated ocean rescue

squad; and
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(b) such deceased nenber had been an enrolled nenber for at | east
twenty years; and

(c) such deceased nenber and un-renarried spouse had been receiving
the exenption for such property prior to the death of such nenber.

6. Application for such exenption shall be filed with the assessor or
other agency., departnent or office designated by the nunicipality,
school district and/or fire district offering such exenption on or
before the taxable status date on a formas prescribed by the conm s-
si oner.

7. No applicant who is an ocean rescue squad nenber who by reason of
such status is receiving any benefit under the provisions of this arti-
cle on the effective date of this section shall suffer any dimnution of
such benefit because of the provisions of this section.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the sanme date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the laws of 2024 relating to the eligibility of
enrol | ed nenbers of Southanmpton Village Ccean Rescue for a tax exenption
on real property, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 2158-A and
A, 1353-A takes effect.




