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STATE OF NEW YORK

7652

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 25, 2025

Introduced by Sen. STAVISKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to enacting the nursing
education support act of 2025; and maki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "nursing education support act of 2025".

8 2. Legislative findings and purpose. The heal thcare systemin New
York state faces a critical shortage of registered nurses, projected to
peak by the year 2030. Community colleges play a vital role in training
and graduating a significant portion of the state's nursing workforce.
Current funding levels for nursing prograns are insufficient to nmeet the
growi ng demand for qualified nursing professionals. The costs associ at ed
with nursing education-particularly clinical instruction, advanced
equi prent, and smaller faculty-to-student ratios-are significantly high-
er than for other prograns. On average, nursing progranms incur an addi-
tional $1,000 per senester per student in costs, which has nade it
difficult for coomunity colleges to expand their prograns. Sustained
expansion of nursing programs requires operational funding to support
faculty and staff hiring, maintain facilities, and neet grow ng student
needs.

The purpose of this act is to allocate additional funds to nursing
prograns at community coll eges across New York state to expand capacity,
i nprove program quality, and ensure a robust pipeline of skilled nurses
to nmeet the state's heal thcare needs.

8§ 3. The education lawis anended by adding a new article 127-A to
read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 127-A
NURSI NG EDUCATI ON SUPPORT ACT OF 2025
Section 6360. Definitions.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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6361. Nursing education support program
6362. Reporting.

8 6360. Definitions. As used inthis article, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

1. "Community college" shall nmean any institution wthin the city
university of New York (CUNY) or state university of New York (SUNY)
systens offering associate degrees in nursing.

2. "Nursing progranmt nmeans an accredited programthat trains individ-
uals to becone licensed practical nurses (LPNs) or registered nurses
(RNs) .

8§ 6361. Nursing education support program 1. The conm ssioner shal
establish, wthin anpunts appropriated therefor, a nursing education
support program

2. Such program shall expend funds to assist comunity colleges and
students as determ ned by the conmi ssioner for the follow ng purposes:

(a) Expanding student enrollnent capacity in nursing prograns at
community coll eges.

(b) Hiring additional faculty and staff at community <colleges to
support increased enroll nent.

(c) Modernizing community college equipnent and facilities for nursing
educati on.

(d) Providing scholarships or grants for students pursuing nursing
degrees, particularly those fromunderrepresented conmunities as deter-
m ned by the conm ssioner.

(e) Covering the additional per senester per student costs associ ated
with running nursing prograns to pronpte the growh of such prograns.

(f) Establishing partnerships with healthcare facilities for clinical
training opportunities.

8 6362. Reporting. 1. Community coll eges receiving funding pursuant to
this article shall submt an annual report to the departnent detailing:

(a) The nunber of nursing students enrolled and graduated.

(b) Use of allocated funds and outcomes achi eved.

(c) Plans for future expansion or inprovenents to the nursing program

(d) How funds have been utilized to ensure sustained program grow h.

2. The departnent shall annually prepare and subnit a report to the
governor, the tenporary president of the senate, and the speaker of the
assenbly. Such report shall provide recomendations on the ways in which
the nursing education support program established pursuant to this arti-
cle can be inproved to further ensure sustained expansion of nursing
progranms at community colleges to neet the state's healthcare needs.
Each annual report shall be nade publicly accessible on the website of
the depart nment.

8 4. The sumof twenty-five mllion dollars ($25,000,000), or so nuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnent of
education out of any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund,
not ot herw se appropriated, and nade immediately available, for the
pur pose of carrying out the provisions of this act. Such noneys shall be
payable on the audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certi-
fied or approved by the comm ssioner of education in the manner
prescri bed by | aw.

8 5. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conmpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnment shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the renainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
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ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act wuld have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8 6. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



